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Thank you very much for the privilege of meeting and dialoging with you. I visited Iran in March 2007 with a Fellowship of Reconciliation “citizen diplomacy” delegation. Given our warm welcome throughout Iran and given how fascinating Iran is, I was most reluctant to leave.

Since the seventies I’ve worked closely with the Syracuse Peace Council [www.peacecouncil.org]. The Peace Council is the oldest local independent non-sectarian peace and justice organization in the United States. SPC is independent of any government. It is committed to nonviolence.

For years the Peace Council toiled to prevent more nuclear power plants being built in the region. Our campaign was part of a national movement seeking to educate U.S. Americans and our leaders about the pitfalls of nuclear power and to inform them about healthy alternatives. Among nuclear energy’s numerous problems, we were particularly concerned with the disposal of it’s very long-lasting toxic and radioactive waste products.

We believe that nuclear energy is a costly and dangerous investment. We believe that there are far safer and more economical approaches to diversifying energy sources and that nations must reduce dependence on non-renewable energy.

The Syracuse Peace Council believes that the U.S. addiction to oil underlies much of it’s addiction to war – especially to war in the Middle East. We believe that demonizing and invading foreign lands in order to control their oil reserves ultimately undermines our national security. The Peace Council believes the U.S. must become energy-independent and not see bombing and mass killing as a solution to our energy problems

The grassroots anti-nuclear campaign in the U.S. eventually succeeded in preventing the further construction of domestic nuclear power plants. The campaign generated huge numbers of speeches, leaflets, letters to the editor, articles and books. It employed a wide array of nonviolent tactics: marches, street theater, local, regional and national gatherings. In the tradition of Henry David Thoreau, Mohandas Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, our tactics also included civil disobedience.

Eventually the combination of all these tactics worked. Citizens learned about the multi-faceted perils of nuclear energy; we in turn made it clear to our political leaders that nuclear wasn’t acceptable. The greedy corporations driving the development of nuclear energy saw their federal subsidies drying up and found that increasingly more stringent licensing requirements made construction of nuclear plants impractical. For the past two decades no new commercial nuclear plants have been built in the U.S.

Unfortunately our success in retarding that industry in the civilian sector has not been matched by success in abolishing military nuclear power. Nor have we made sufficient progress in achieving energy-independence or in replacing risky, vulnerable, centralized, capital-intensive, carcinogenic, non-renewable energy sources – oil, coal and nuclear – with such renewable and democratic energy sources like wind and solar power.

Last year our delegation met with faculty and students in Qom and Tehran. These Iranians well know that the U.S. used to urge the Shah to “go nuclear” and that currently some U.S. capitalists are eager to revive domestic nuclear power. These Iranian scholars helped us understand why Iran, like many other nations, is now also seeking to develop nuclear power.

Understandably, in Iran nuclear development has become a matter of sovereignty and national pride. But some Iranians also look to nuclear energy as a way of avoiding the error of having their energy production “all in one basket.” Knowing that ever its vast supplies of oil and natural gas will run out within a few decades, Iran realizes it would be irresponsible to future generations if it didn’t now begin to diversify its power sources.

So, friends, our question for you is this: In its quest to diversify and to achieve long-term energy independence, what efforts is Iran making to develop such clean, renewable alternative options as solar and wind power?

Ed Kinane

