Ayear later, at a joint meeting of Iroquois
and colonial delegates ilbany, Franklin
proposedhis “Albany Plan,” the erst attempt
to unite the colonies, a combination of Iro-
quois and Eropean element3he Albany
Plan failed to gain ratiecation by the colonies,
but served as a rough draft for later federal
designs of Franklin for tharticles of Con-
federationas well as his part in debates over
the Constitution.

At the Constitutional Convention, two
factions developed. One, led by Franklin,
favors a federal system in some ways akin to
the Iroquois. The other, led by JoAdams
(among others) favored a stiger, more
centralized gosrnment. Adams/iews domi-
nated, but in the process, peglent®f gov-
ernment from around the world are debated.
Adams describes the Iroquois “fty families”
in his Defence of the Caiitutions which
was used on theoor of the convention as
somethingof a handbook.

The GreatLaw of Peace stipulates that
sachemsg[traditional chief§ skins must be
seven spans thick to withstand the criticism of
their constituents. The law points out that sa-
chems should take pains not to beconggyan
when people sctinizetheir conduct in gov-
ernmentahffairs. Such a point of view per
vades the writings of Jefferson and Franklin,
although it was not fully codised intonited
States law until th&upreme Court dasion
New York Times v Sullivan (1964 made it
virtually impossible for public ofecials to
sue successfully for libeBachems are not
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allowed to name their own successdsr
can they carry their titles to the gravée
GreatLaw provides a ceremony to remove
the title from a dying chiefThe GreatLaw
also provides for the removal froofsce

of sachems who can no longeregdately
function, a measure mearkably similar to
a corstitutionalamendment adopted in the
United States during the lat20th century
providingfor the renoval of an incapacitated
president.

The GreatLaw also includes provisions
guaranteeindreedom of religion and the
right of redress before ti@arand Council. It
also forbids uauthorizedentry of homes-
all meaures which sound familiar ténited
States citizens through tHgill of Rights.

The Iroquois also built checks and bal-

ances into their processes of consensus based

on public opinion. Thenotion of feeralism

was strictly followed by the Iroquois. It ap-
plied to the sees as well as between the
clans and nation¥he hereditary (heditary

is used here in the Iroquois sense because
the clan mothers “imeritedthe right” to ap-
point and remove Peace Chiefs to@rand
Council) Iroquois sahems were interested
only in external matters such as war, peace
and treatymakingThe Grand Council does
not interferewith the internal affairs of ih-
vidual nations.

The practical transposition of Iroquois
ideas with the practical political needsio¢
European colonistsegan at thé.ancaster
Treaty Council in1744 Canass&ygo, an
Iroquois sachem, advisedlanial represen-
tatives on Iroquois concepts of unityjrod-
dentally on July4:

Our wise foefathers emblishedUnion
and Amitybetween the Five Nations.
This has made us formidable; this has
given us geat Weight andAuthority
with our neiglboring Nations. & are

a powerful Corfederacy;and by your
observing the same methods, our wise
forefathershave taken, you will acqur
such Strength and power. Tleéore
whatever befalls you, never fall out with
one anothefemphasis addéd

Franklin began his distinguished Htip
matic caeer by representing Pesylvania
in treaty councils with the Iroquois and their
allies, as he became a forceful advocate of
colonial union. In one America’serst edi-
torial cartoons, Franklin adcatedcolonial
unity in 1754with the slogan “Join, ddie”
under a disjointed snake, each piece of which
bore the name of a colankranklin wrote
that the dbates on the Albany Plan “... went




on daily, hand in hand with the Indian busi-
ness. The Iroquois sehem Tyanoga (whom

the British called Hendrick) not only spoke
for the roughly200 Indians in attendance

at the Albany Congress, but also briefed
the cdonial delegates on Iroquois political
systems much as Canassatego had done ten
years earlier.

By 1775, the American patriots were
attempting to secure alliances with their na-
tive neighbors, most notably the Iroquois,
for the coming war wittGreat Britain. For
this purpose, donial commissioners and
Iroquois delegates met &ermantown,
New York, during August of 1775The
Iroquois were invited to observe debates in
the Continental Congress, which was some-
times called‘the thirteereres’ at the time
by Iroquois and colonists alik®uring the
Germantown conference, the colonialnep
sentativegead from Franklin’s account of
the 1744 Lancastdireaty Council, recalling
Canassatego’s advice.

After quoting Canassatego, tAeneri-
cans said their forefathers had rejoiced to
hear his words and that they sank

dee into thar Hearts, the Advice
was good, it was Kind.hey s& to
one amther, the Six Natins are a
wise people, letis harken to their
Council and teach our chidren to
follow it. Our old Men have done
so. They hae frequently taken a
single Arrow and sad, Children,
see hov easy it is oken, then they
have tiedtwelvetogeher with grong
Cords—Andour stronges Men coud
not lreak them—=8&e sad they—this
is what the SixNations mean. Di-
vided a dngle Man may dedroy

you—Lhited, you are amartch for
the whole World.(according to the
ofe cial record of the event)
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Haudenosaunee Influences
on the U.S. Government

By Bruce E. Johansen

As the eighteenth century opened, the
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) confederacy was
a major dipomaticand military presence on
the frontier as the English colonies became
the United States of America. Beginning a
remarkablechain of events, a Philadelphia
printer, Berjamin Franklin, began printing
the praeedings of Indian treaties in 1736.
These small books sell surprisingly well in
the colonies. In 1744, Franklin sets in type
the proceedings of the Lancasieeaty of
1744, including a speech by the Onondaga
Canassatego, thieadadaho (speaker) of the
Iroquois Cofederacy in which he advises
the colonists to unite as one nation on an
I[roquois federal model.

A decade laterFranklin began his dis-
tinguisheddiplomatic career that later lead
him to Europe as Pennsylvania’s envoy to
the Iroquois Confederacy. He had already
publisheda letter to James Parker in 1751,
cowing the colonists into uniting, invoking
the Iroquois as a positive example. Franklin
was invited into Iroquois councils; the di-
plomacy of the frontier is carried out under
the rules of Iroquois ptocol.He witnessed
a condolence ceremony in 1753.



