time, be made, for
=} preventingwrongs
# beingdone to them
and for preerving
¥ peace and friendship
1 with them,” stated
the Northwest Or
dinance(1Stat.50,
52.), passed by the
United States Con-
gress in 1789.The
federal government
tried to provide as-
surances to the In-
dian Nations that
they would not be
cheated. Therevas
areason why such a
promisevas made.
A\ Many states, in-
cluding New
York, and prvate
land spectators
had begun to deaud
Indians,cheating them

out of their land.

In articipationof these kinds of abuses,
the Coninental Congress developadsec-
tion of Article IX in theArticles of Corfed-
eration which governed the United States at
that time: “The United States in Cgmess
assembled shall...have the sole ardiesive

right and power of...regulating the trade and
managingall affairs with the laians,not
memberf any of the states, provided that
the legslative right of any state within its
own limits not be ifringed or vidated...”
New York tried to exploit the abiguity of
that last part, arguing that it had theemign
right to make treaties with ¢iians, without
federal oversight.

In their interpretatio of this section,
the ngotiatorsat Fort Stanwix, where the
secondreaty was made between the United
States and the Haugesauneeset a pree-
dent which odived theArticles of Coried-
eration and was cdinuedby the state and
federal governments. The psxlentwas
that the national Congress would negotiate
with Indiansresiding on lands outside state
boundaries.Each state, idependenotf the
national governmentyould have complete
power to deal with Indians living within its
own boundaries.

On April 19, 1776, John Hancock, Presi-
dent of the Continental Cgress, sent a wam-
pum belt to Haudeosauneeommunities
to show ‘good itentions’and to ‘cutivate
peacebetweerthe new Nation and the In-
dian Nations. This resulted in the erst treaty
betweenour Nations. Gege Washington
outlinedhis principles behind fexntal Indian
policy in a 1783 letter to James Duane, who

......

headed a Select
Committee on In-
dian Affairs and |
was the NYdd-
egate to the Cain : EREC!
nental Congress. e =g = L
These prigiples -y
includedending
the dargerous
anticsof “Land
Jobbers, Specu-g
3

lators, and Mo- | ¢
nopolisers” who
were cheating the
Indians. Wash-
ington wanted
a boundary lie
“which we will
endeavorto re-
strain our People
from Hunting
and Settling [on
Haude-nosaunee

lands].” He also wrote, “if they [bians]
should make a point of it, or appear dissat-
iseed at the line, we may end it nessary

to esablish, conpensatiorshould be made
them for their claims within it.”

In 1790, Presient Washingtonto show
his support for the tegrity of Haudeno-
saunee lands, ceimced Cogress to pass the
Trade and Itercoursé\ct which states there




will be no legal transactions in Indian land
unless there is a federal agent present, and
Congressionalpproval is given. The State of
New York ignored the treaties and thedeal
laws and set out to take over the lands of the
Haudenosauneén 1788 NewYork formally
commissionea goup of people to @xguish
Haudenosaunee title to lands, by any means
necessarylo counter this mové)adington
promisedthat the “principles of justice and
humanity”would be the hallmark of the re-
lationshipbetween the Haudenosaunee and
the United States.

In 1795, U.S. Attorney General Bradford
informed the US Secretary ®¥ar that the
“NewYork Indians”claim to our land “cannot
be extinguished but by a treaty holden under
the authority of the United States, and in a
manner prescribed by Congress.” N.Y. Gov-
ernorJohn Jay was informed of this policy
and was aware that the proposedchases
of land from the Haudenosaunee would be
considered illegalThe United States sought
a clear uderstandingf its role in deening
the inernationaboundary line between the
Haudenosaunemd the United States, rights
to land and the role of the federal gavment
in protecting the iterestsof the Haudeno-
saunee against the State of N¥ark and
individual land speculators. Our claims
for land come from the instances where the
boundary line, as desned by treaties, has been
violated and/or inidentswhen the State of
New York violated federal law in acquiring
Haudenosaundands. There is much more
historical evidence of the Haudenosaunee
right to land as guanteedunder Article6
of the U.S. Costitution. The state and fed-
eral courts have repeatedly ognizedsuch
rights. The fact is, treaties continue to exist
as legally binding agreements. Our Nations

continueto exist as sovereign entitiasd our
resolve to reclaim what is rightfully ours has
remained strong.

This article was originally published in
Fall, 1999 by the Haudenosauned.isnd
Claim News

From the booklet

published by

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation
(NOON)

For more information, or to join in our ef-
forts, contact:
NOON
924 Burnefve.
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478
noon@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net/noon

HAUDENOSAUNEE-

U.S. HISTORY —J
A Brief History

The Haudenosaund&ix Nations Cofed-
eracy was founded over 000years ago, pre-
dating the emblishmenof the United States
and Canada. The Seneca, Cayugajdaga,
Oneida,Mohawk andTuscarora Nations
that make up the Haudenosaunee existed for
countless generations€Each nation has an
aboriginalright to its territory, gogrnance

on that territoryas well as a dimctive way

of life within its territory.

From the earliest contacts andae
tionships with the&europeans, the Haudeno-
saunee nations getiatedon issues of trade
and pditical alliances. These agreeants
were reorded in sared wampumbdts,
many of which the Haudenosaunee still pos-
sess. These wampum belts provide us with
a hidorical framework for the generations of
discussionsagreements and promises made
regardindand. Our ancestors had been will-
ing to share this land, and, they put faith in the
words, promises and treaties made in the early
days of the formation of the United States.

“The utmost good faith shall always be
observedowards the Indianstheir lands
and property shall never be taken from them
withouttheir corsent;ard, in their property
rights and lilerty,they never shabeinvaded
or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars
authorizedby Corgress but laws bunded
in justice and humanity shall, from time to



