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>> Hello, everyone, welcome.
We'd like to do the traditional opening, and we'll do the opening here at the first session of the series and we'll do a closing at the end.
But to do the opening is Tadodaho Sydney Hill, traditional leader of the Onondaga longhouse. 
[Native language]
>> Thank you for listening to me at the beginning of this series.
Very short and that is what we traditionally do whenever we gather for any meeting or any event, and it's just a recognition of us of all the things that the Creator has given us to walk peacefully about on Mother Earth and all the things that is provided for us.
Start with all the plants and animals and the waters and the winds.
As you move your way up for the being in the sky world, sun, moon, stars, and we also acknowledge the four protectors that watch over us.
And also some of the messages that were brought to us to the Haudenosaunee to how we're still here to continue our ways as best we can.
And at last we give thanks to creator himself for giving us everything that we have and are able to walk about on earth peacefully.
So growing up and hearing this in the longhouse or at different events was always something that kind of puts you in your place of where you are in the universe that everything that that is going on and it continues that connection with all the plants and animals and the winds, all the things in the universe.
So it's really a good place to start.
And it kind of relaxes you and lets you get onto what we're going to be here about and so we're all relaxed and ready to begin this series that we think is really what about how we're supposed to be with Mother Nature and respect that and be thankful and it's just something that I've heard all my life.
It's kind of - I've heard it from the leaders who aren't here anymore, I get choked up sometimes when I talk about those who have gone on and left all that knowledge for our people and now we'd like to share that with you.
Thank you.
[Applause]
>> Hello, everyone.
My name is Phil Arnold and I'm in the department of religion at Syracuse University.
I'm also a member of the neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, or NOON, who has organized this series.
Also I've coordinated the roots of peace making event at Onondaga Lake and involved with the indigenous values initiative.
We have been planning this event for a very long time and there are several people that we need to thank, but first we want to thank a particular  very important person to this community and this event.
In 2004 Nancy Cantor became the 11th chancellor of Syracuse University, and since that time she's made tremendous strides in what she calls 'scholarship in action' and this series has benefited from that vision of what the University should be.
In 2004 when she first came she initiated a campuswide conversation on the soul of Syracuse.
And many of my colleagues were scratching their head, you know, what does she mean by the soul of Syracuse?
You know, if we were talking about New York City or Paris or someplace like that, we could talk about the soul of a place but I knew what she was talking about and a big part of that soul of Syracuse has to do with its relationship, ongoing relationship with the Onondaga Nation.
And so this series is then a tribute to that relationship I think.
And I have to clear something up first initially by just saying that this series was not organized by the Onondaga Nation, it is organized by people in the greater Syracuse community who want to the bring to light, make more visible those bonds of affection, connection with the Onondaga Nation.
In 2006 the chancellor instituted the Haudenosaunee Promise Scholarship, which is a full scholarship for Haudenosaunee students from Upstate New York, Canada, all different territories of the Haudenosaunee.
And in BC, that is before Cantor,
[Laughter]
I can say there were probably six to nine native students on campus at any one time, and Regina Jones look after all these students lovingly, but now, right now four years into the scholarship program we have something like 130 students on campus.
[Applause]
>> And I can tell you Haudenosaunee students are active, and they have transformed our classrooms at Syracuse University and the I think the University itself has benefitted enormously from this presence on campus.
Also in 2006 she generously gave money and her enthusiasm to the Roots of Peacemaking event, which is going on every fall until now, and it's an event at Onondaga Lake park to commemorate the founding of the great law of peace and its impact in the development of western democracy and also the traumas that we're currently experiencing in the environment with Onondaga Lake being the most chemically polluted lake in the country.
So those  that range of things then we discuss and think about in the roots of peacemaking.
And then also of course this event, the Onondaga land rights action and our common future.
We had the original one in 2006, as many of you already know.
It was a great success.
And now five years after the filing of the Onondaga land rights action we decided to do it again.
And through all of these different events and efforts to reach out to the greater Syracuse community, the chancellor has been a willing and enthusiastic participant.
And I think it's a testament, really, to her vision of the University and that it's only as strong as its connections to the community that surrounds it.
So I give you with great pride and affection, our chancellor, Nancy Cantor.
[Applause]
>> Thank you, Phil.
I think as you all know none of this would happen without incredible dedication from people like Phil.
So we should really be giving him and all the amazing people who are putting this together a long, long round of applause.
It's really my great delight to be here and I think most importantly because this is really built around the notion of a common future and that we cannot sit by and not think together about what our common future is, but that we can't really understand our common future unless we understand the interdependence that has come from the past.
And so we come in part to really recognize the extraordinary legacy of the Onondaga Nation and all of the Haudenosaunee Nations and what that has really meant.
And I think we all know that first series was an extraordinary series and it really took place after an amazing moment both symbolic and real when the Onondaga Nation filed its historic land rights action in 2005.
And I think it's worth looking in their own words it was filed on behalf of its people and I quote, in the hope that it may hasten the process of reconciliation and bring lasting justice, peace, and respect among all who inhabit this territory.
And I think that's really what we're about here tonight, we're about both understanding in an educational series what the common future is, what is the common ground, if you will, for justice and peace and respect, but also remembering all who have I know has been inhabited this territory and what this territory means. And in that regard it's so important for those of us up on the Hill, in the city, in the region to remember that Syracuse University, the city of Syracuse, and in fact much of the area that surrounds us, this stage, everywhere here has always been situated on Onondaga Nation territory.
I know inhabit a territory, a terrain that they have loved and preserved for more than a thousand years.
And that's not to be taken lightly, although one might say indeed that our actions over the years have taken that land and that terrain way too lightly.
So deeply embedded in this series, in this evening, and in fact the relationships that are meant to be celebrated here is the Onondaga wisdom and respect for the land, the water as the Tadodaho said, all living creatures, the traditional mandate as caretakers of the earth, not only for us today, but for the seventh generation to come.
And these concerns I think really form the basis of an extraordinarily dynamic vision of what we could do together going forward in the city, in the suburbs, in rural areas.
We could show the kinds of traditional values that have worked to protect the environment, to protect people in relationship to the environment, to really understand what a progressive vision of an economic development, for example, would really mean.
And of course we know that the Nation has been so steadfast in so many cases here, not just the land right action but using their distinct legal and political powers, for example, to work with the town of Tully to address the danger that a gravel pit could pollute Onondaga Creek.
They worked with residence of the west side to oppose successfully the sewage plant there and to clean up Onondaga Creek and Onondaga Lake.
Of course both a sacred site and a superfund site that everyone needs to work to bring back to life.
So it's really important as we think about these current projects, these ways of putting hands on the earth today that we also think about the past, because I think the extraordinary history of the Haudenosaunee put the Onondaga Nation at the center. It's really so important.
Phil mentioned the Peacemaker, the laws the peace that understood the traditional values that you see in these projects today.
Just imagine in 1744, 1754, Onondaga chiefs sitting in council with the founders of the United States and really emphasizing very clearly the roots of democracy as Phil said, as roots of peace making.
So the wampum, the tree of peace, which by the way will be symbolized and celebrated when the United States issues a dollar coin this month to commemorate the peace, the laws of peace making and these symbols and this legacy.
So when you think about that past and we juxtapose it for these projects in the present, what we need to think about is the heartland of where those values come from and how they are taken as we work on these projects.
And for me the really clear centerpiece is not only this very deep commitment to peace and to justice making, but a commitment to children, a commitment to the land, and a commitment to interdependence as what ties it all together.
And when we welcome with just extraordinary happiness students in the Haudenosaunee Promise program that Phil mentioned, it is because we know that they in fact will teach us how it is that we could take care of that seventh generation yet to come.
And I think that's what this series will be about, it's what the first series was about, and we're just so glad that the neighbors of the Onondaga Nation is organizing this second series, we're very proud that both individuals and departments at S.U., ESF, LeMoyne, OCC, Empire State College, and seven other universities have joined in sponsorship with Imagining America, Syracuse Peace Council, Indigenous Values Initiative, Interfaith Works, the Matilda Joslyn Gage, and the Syracuse Center of Excellence.
And I think it's really important to read all those partners, all those pieces in this, because again it just symbolizes this is a collaboration.
And it of course must be a collaboration because there's incredibly hard work to be done.
So we know every day the degradation of our climate, we know every day the children left behind.
We know every day the roots of conflict as opposed to the roots of peace.
And so that's what this is about.
And again, as Phil said I think we find the soul of Syracuse broadly defined in the legacy of the Onondaga, in the traditional values that have protected both the land and its interdependence with our people, all of us together.
So it's great to be here and it's great to be a part of people who care about what that common future will be.
Thank you.
[Applause]
>> Good evening.
My name is Andy Mager, and I work with Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, a project of the Syracuse Peace Council.
About ten years ago a group of people got together in a living room on the north side of Syracuse, it was a time when to the East and West of Syracuse there was great strife, to the West we saw signs saying no sovereign Nation.
To the East there were death threats in Oneida territory, demonstrations against Native peoples.
A lot of really strongly racist rhetoric.
And we were pretty frightened by that.
Many of us worked with people at the Onondaga Nation over a many-year period and we knew there was discussion at Onondaga about going to court to seek justice in their case as well.
We came together with the idea that with some good work, with education, with outreach, with trying to build a bridge between the Onondaga Nation and the Central New York community that things could turn out very differently here, that instead of hostility and defensiveness and fear that a more enlightened community could respond with openness, with a commitment to justice, with a desire for reconciliation.
And in many ways I think much of that has happened over the past ten years.
As has been mentioned it's almost five years ago that Onondaga went to court here in Syracuse, filed that legal action, did so with a very open hand, Chancellor Cantor read a piece from the preamble of the legal statement which was very unusual, that's not a court kind of language that you'll hear in other cases.
So we're really excited about the work that we've been able to do, we're so appreciative of the Onondaga Nation, the role that the they've had in this community, their steadfastness and persistence overall of these centuries here in this community.
And we're also very proud of the educational institutions of this community that they responded to this idea of coming together, of seeking to bring people down from the Hill, down from the universities, along with people from the community, and to meet together here at Syracuse stage, which is a kind of crossroads for those multiple communities and to share and learn together.
One of the people who we hoped would be part of the panel tonight is Joe Heath who is the general counsel for the Onondaga Nation, but he is not able to be here so he sent me some information, so I'll give a brief overview update of the legal situation.
When the Onondagas went to court in March of 2005 what they filed was a declaratory judgment seeking that the court acknowledge that New York State violated treaties, international treaties between the United States and the Onondaga Nation and the other Haudenosaunee Nations, that they violated the Constitution and federal law, specifically the trade acts, and that's all they sought, they didn't seek return of land or monetary damages.
It was a very optimistic time, I was able to be there and several other people in the room here were at the social longhouse, the cook house, for a news conference when that was unveiled.
Shortly thereafter there were two other legal decisions that were very unfavorable, the Supreme Court decided the Sherril decision, and then the Second Circuit Court of Appeals tossed out the Cayuga land claim, where they said that yes the lands was taken illegally but there's no possibility of any remedy at this point in time.
Shortly after that the Onondagas filed an amendment to their Complaint to update it and respond to these unfavorable rulings to argue that case still should go forward.
Shortly thereafter New York State filed a motion saying that it should be thrown out of court.
That it would be too disruptive and too possessory, despite the fact that the Onondaga have made it clear that they have no interest in taking anyone's land from them.
The Onondaga then filed in August of 2006 almost 1,000 pages of documentation with a really comprehensive history of what has gone on.
The following year in October of 2007 there was a oral argument in federal court in Albany.
And when the lawyers for New York State tried to argue that the Onondagas were just trying to make up some legal case that they didn't have, the judge rather pointedly responded aren't they just looking for a little bit of justice.
There has been no further progress since that point, so it's almost two and a half years now without a decision from that court.
The Onondaga have continued to seek the federal government to sign on in support of this suit and at various times we hear that's about to happen, but has not happened yet.
So that's sort of a quick little legal overview for folks and some of the panelists may add more information to that after the video.
So just a real quick overview of the plans for this evening.
We'll see the Brighten the Chain DVD, which is a really lovely short overview of the history and situation, there will be five panelists who will speak briefly, individually and then have some back and forth, some conversation among them.
Unfortunately in addition to Joe Heath, Audrey Shenandoah also will not be able to join us tonight.
We knew that it would depend on how Audrey felt whether she would be able to join us, and she is not feeling well enough to be on stage.
So after the panel discussion is completed we've decided not to do a traditional question and answer in this large sort of a format, instead we'll break for the reception and about 15 minutes into the reception we'll inform people that there's an opportunity for breakout discussion groups.
Because four years ago we felt people really wanted to talk, they wanted the opportunity not just to ask questions in a big auditorium but to share your own thoughts and ideas.
So there will be some breakout groups in the lobby area and then upstairs as well.
So we hope some of you will take advantage of that opportunity.
So at this point I think we are ready to - oh, one other quick thing is that when you came in you may have seen there's a table from neighbors of the Onondaga Nation with lots of free information, books, buttons, bumper stickers, mailing lists, check all of that out.
There's also posters for the full series as well as for the next program in the series.
Please take a copy or two of that if you have places you can hang them up and share information so that next time there's several more people here in the auditorium.
So we're ready for the DVD.
Thank you again for being here.
[Applause]
Phil Arnold
>> All right.
I had mentioned that we have an enormous  a number of people to thank, I just wanted to very quickly run through the list, because it's important at the outset to acknowledge who has been involved with this event.
Where do I start?
Let me start with the organizing committee.
If you don't mind, when I call out your name would you mind standing up?
Okay.
Good.
The Onondaga land rights and our common future series, Juliann Anesi, Phil Arnold, Sue Eiholzer, Jessica Gale, Deborah Holler, Regina Jones, Robin Kimmerer, Richard Loder, Mary MacDonald, Andy Mager, Jack Manno, Erin O'Neill, Mary Ronan.
[Applause]
>> And Syracuse University sponsors, the chancellor's office, religion, anthropology, communication rhetorical studies, geography, history, languages and linguistics, Native American students at Syracuse, Native American studies program, Native student program, office of multicultural affairs, program and the analysis of resolution of conflict, program on Latin America and School of Education, College of Visual and Performing Arts, student environmental action coalition, students for democratic society, University College, department of women's and gender studies and the futures of minority studies at S.U., and the writing program.
At SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, the president's office, center for Native peoples and the environment, environmental studies department and Kincentric.
At LeMoyne College, center for urban and regional applied research.
LeMoyne College, Empire State College, Colgate University Native American studies program.
Hamilton College department of religious studies, Imagining America, Ithaca College department of anthropology and Native American studies program.
Onondaga Community College, St. Lawrence University, Native American studies program.
SUNY Cortland, Upstate Medical University office of diversity and affirmative action and the multicultural events planning committee at Wells college.
And also acknowledge Bryan at Syracuse Stage for helping us out this evening.
So with that we'll roll film and enjoy.
[Applause]
>> Good evening.
We've made our way through the back stage.
My name is Robin Kimmerer, and I'm director of the Center for Native Peoples and the Environment, one of the event sponsors, and I want to add my very warm welcome to all of you and appreciation to everybody who has invested so much time and particularly so much heart in putting together the series, years ago as well as this one.
To all who are leading this effort for justice and reconciliation, Onondaga Nation neighbors and friends and to all of the citizens of the watershed and to those who are as the title of the video proclaimed, brightening the chain, brightening that covenant chain of peace and friendship.
And as you heard it was nearly five years ago that the Nation filed its historic land rights action, writing another chapter in the history of this very special place, Onondaga territory, where we all sit tonight.
And it's our goal tonight to hear more about that ongoing story, to turn another page, to hear about how the struggle is unfolding, from our panel we hope to hear about what are some of the new developments, how is the land rights action evolving, what are the milestones, what are the struggles, particularly what is the vision, what are the next steps that might be taken.
To open the series we want to hear from the same people whose voices you heard on the video so we've invited them to be with us here this evening.
And all of our respondents are leaders in their families and communities and Nation.
Are people who are probably at meetings on behalf of the land and people a lot more often than they're even at home.
So the we're grateful they've given us this gift of their time, their knowledge, and their wisdom.
And we'll hear from each of our honored guests in turn and then as time permits to engage in a conversation, a give and take with mutual questions.
And my role here is as moderator primarily as a timekeeper, which I actually find pretty funny because I don't even own a watch, but I'll do my best.
We've asked these wonderful people and thinkers and leaders to share with us a few thoughts and reflections and we know that what they'll share with us today is truly the proverbial tip of the iceberg, of the knowledge and experience that they have.
And the story that they have to tell is so deeply rooted it takes a lot of time to tell that it's ludicrous to talk about five minutes, but that's what we have.
And then of course this will be followed up five minutes for each person, don't panic.
And we'll follow this up as Andy suggests with small group discussions afterwards in the lobby.  And we hope you'll all join us.
I'm going to briefly introduce our panelists tonight, and with the invitation I hope everyone will also say a few more words of introduction about themselves and their relationship to this place and to this issue.
We have Chief Jake Edwards, who is a knowledge carrier of ecology and tradition, a person in the woods who is full of all kinds of knowledge and leadership, issues on behalf of the Onondaga Nation.
Sydney Hill has served as Tadodaho since April of 2001.
While the Tadodaho has special responsibilities, he has no more power than the other 49 Haudenosaunee chiefs.
Like many other Haudenosaunee men, Sid worked as an ironworker before assuming his current role.
Audrey Shenandoah cannot be with us this evening, and Faithkeeper Chief Oren Lyons has joined us in her stead.
Jeanne Shenandoah is here with us.
She is Onondaga Nation Eel Clan, midwife and herbalist.
A mother and grandmother, works at the Onondaga Nation communications office, serves on the Haudenosaunee environmental task force, and is former vice president of the the Matilda Joslyn Gage foundation.
Stephanie Waterman of the turtle clan was the first Onondaga to receive a PhD.
She is assistant professor of educational leadership at the Warner graduate School of Education and human development, University of Rochester.
And she serves as the official Onondaga contact with Syracuse University and we're grateful that all of them are here with us this evening.
And so I would like to perhaps open with Jeanne.
[Laughter]
>> Yes.
Who I hope will, I want everybody if you could to share your perspectives, these questions on new developments, your thinking about the vision of the land rights action, and the reason I wanted to ask Jeanne is I know she has been so involved in many of the environmental negotiations around the lake.  So I thought maybe you might be able to start with that.
Jeanne Shenandoah
>> Well, many things have happened since we first began the land rights action.
I should say there has never been a dull moment.
We've constantly been busy since we went out about our filing.
We were inundated by calls from many, many people who offered to help us, were supportive of us.
Many people were asking for help.
Many people in different areas of this state and Central New York that had environmental situations in their towns that felt completely helpless and so we had addressed every one of those at the same time addressed the daily situations that come to us.
We've not moved forward very much, we haven't had any change in the legal situation, there have been some slight things, but for the most part I would say the main progress that we have made is that we have made many, many more friends and we feel very good about the strong support that we have, for instance, the NOON group, and many other organizations.
So that we've been able to continue and address many environmental situations that have taken place in our near-by area.
It's taken a lot of work, time, and energy, but it's been a really excellent collaboration with many people from different organizations because we all have the same thing in our heart, the same goal to we strive to protect and help repair Mother Earth and hopefully return things to a state where they would not be dangerous to anybody's health or to the future of the people.
Our thoughts have always been to think not only of ourselves, but to think of everybody, everybody in this area and think about the future of everyone, not only ourselves as the Haudenosaunee people, our teachings, our traditional teachings have led us to be this way.
So I would say for myself, we have made some progress and some different environmental situations.
The biggest and the best progress that we've made altogether are the number of new friends that we have made and we are truly appreciative of everything that everybody has done to show their support for us, their understanding of our way of thinking and being supportive of the rest of our people, the Haudenosaunee and our confederacy.
I think that's the kind of generalization I would make at this time.

Stephanie Waterman
>> I was told to get ready for this by reflecting on the video, not talking about what's happened since, so that's what I'm going to talk about.
And also I don't live in Onondaga anymore.
After some odd years.
[Laughter]
>> Actually living in my mother's house with my mother before we moved to Rochester because that's where the job was.
But when I think about the video I often think about how Yvonne really nailed it on the head, that the image  it's really honored to be asked to be on the panel and the video because I had the opportunity to dispel stereotypes and to really say what it was like to be Onondaga and what it meant and how Jconne says we're always spoken about in the past, and that's intentional, because if we're in the history books in the past and in movies in the past and we're a cartoon or a mascot or our teachers treat our children as deficits and we don't value education, and they can do just about anything and have.
So I think that having that opportunity to say how we value the land and to be thankful for it and appreciative of it was a real honor.
I felt very honored to be asked to be part of it.
And Carol said that it's a gift and what a gift this is to have all of this creation here for us and just the right amounts so that we can flourish.
We have to be appreciative of that.
That's how we survive, that's how we continue.
And that's a responsibility.
We don't just take and use and treat it as a resource to make money.
You have to be appreciative of it and responsible for it because it's not ours, like Yvonne said, we have responsibility to keep that going for future generations.
And it feels really good to be able to talk about that openly, share that with people and I thank the Creator every day for the Syracuse Peace Council because they've really done a lot of good work for us and are really good allies and really good friends.
[Applause]

Oren Lyons
>> All right.
Well, the discussion here covered a lot of territory.
You saw Rick was talking about the treaties, was talking about the signatories, In 1794 treaty, the agreements. 
At the time that I was a professor, a history professor, American history and the emphasis on American Indian history, what I found out was that even as a professor at the University level, students came to me with practically no knowledge of American Indians.
Native Americans, Haudenosaunee, they didn't know very much.
And I would have to begin teaching at a very rudimentary start because they didn't have a background.
In other words, your schools and your curriculums do not teach about the Haudenosaunee, not very much.
Basically we were impediments of progress, pesky red skins, you might say, and did say it.
The history and the development of this country is little known.
So I just wanted to lay maybe a little ground, foundation of what the situation was like after 1783 when you signed the agreement of peace, now became the new United States and you signed an agreement of peace with the king of England, who was just a few years earlier your father.
And they had to make a separate treaty with the Haudenosaunee, 1784, because our lands and our peoples were the battle ground, fights raged right here, right across our country.
We were involved in it whether we liked it or not.
And the new country, the new United States was on its own.
It didn't have the great armadas of the English crown anymore, didn't have very deep pockets.
And during battle they were looking at  looking west to Indian Nations all the way from Canada to Florida.
And there were battles.
And there were agreements, and those agreements were violated and 1789 was sent to chastise the Indians in Ohio, chased them all the way back to Philadelphia, lost more men  the new United States lost more men there than it did anywhere up to that point.
It wasn't a good situation.
A new treaty with the six Nations, 1789, peace and friendship.
Washington was very concerned.
1790, again unresolved, trying to protect the interests of the Six Nations, keep the treaty, that's where the 1799 Intercourse Act came, protect the Indian lands.
That's what president Washington said at that time.
Now herein lies the protection of your land.
And that's the violation that New York State has made against the Constitution and your law.
And still unresolved in the West.
General, now President Washington brought his best fighter, best general, Saint Clair, brought him out west and rectified the defeat that general Harmor had, gave him 3,000 mounted, cannon, an Army to go out there.
To make a long story short, St. Clair suffered the same defeat.
Even worse.
Not a very good sign for a new country with few allies.
And that's where the treaty of 1794 came.
That's why we had a treaty, the six Nations.
They said at that time we already have a treaty, 1784, peace, again, peace and with George Washington commissioned that great wampum belt.
The president of the United States was making wampum belts in 1794.
And you don't know that.
You've never been taught that.
But that's the kind of influence the Haudenosaunee had to the development of your country.
And I just thought you might have,  should have a little of that background so you can understand more what's going on today.
Thank you.
[Applause]

Jake Edwards
>> Greetings, everyone.
I'd like to start off with the Thanksgiving that we spoke of earlier.
We gave a brief translation of some of what he spoke.
Parts in there after he mentioned all the creations, all the gifts that were left here for us to enjoy and be grateful for was that we all come of one mind.
We kindly put our minds together as one and give thanks that we're able to see what was put here for us as we walk about.
And what was put here for us tonight on the table was this right here, this is what we have to protect, this is our life.
This is our life.
As well as Mother Earth's.
And so I'd like to bring our attention right now to just that, our life, we give thanks for it.
There's nothing [inaudible] before us to tell the water I'm sorry, those words aren't in there.
It's a Thanksgiving that the water is fresh and continues its duty.
The water was put here on earth.
Didn't say put here for the Onondagas, here for all, all of life on Mother Earth.
And so one of our duties, along with so many of them, as the people about on earth is to respect and obey the law of nature.
Because when you go against that, just like what you saw in that film and what Oren said, you all know what it's like when you get your mother mad.
It's true.
So it's our duty.
All of our duties.
That's part of it.
Jeanne talked about finding and reconnecting with some of our friends.
This hydrofracking thing has to stop.
We can't take a chance on polluting one drop of water because every drop of water counts.
Every drop of water is life.
We're connected to all that is connected to the water.
It's all living things.
We spend a lot of time, many, many years of keeping to ourselves because they only listen to what they want to listen to, they learn how to survive in the woods, learned how we come together as one mind, we learn and we listen to the great law of peace, and they learn.
A few years back we thought the way the situation is on Mother Earth, these people just don't listen, they don't learn, so we thought it's time we better open up and share more with more people.
And that's what this is about, coming together as one mind to protect what we all need to survive.
Clean air, clean water and helping Mother Earth.
Amen.
[Applause]

Sid Hill
>> Just looking at the video I'm glad I can still fit in my same shirt.
[Laughter]
>> Onondaga women are very good cooks.
Yeah, it's been a great learning experience, talk about what's been passed onto us.
It's still going on, then when we filed the land rights action we had to learn about all the laws, how the court works and how if it doesn't work.
That's been asked Joe, he's not here tonight, Joe, what's this word mean, what's this word mean, as he tries to explain to me, all the lawyers' talk.
A lot of learning every day and trying to understand how do people, public opinion, politics.
That in itself is a learning experience.
But we just finished Midwinter Ceremonies on the Nation and with the other Six Nations carried out their ceremonies and similar basically the same things that we all try to continue for our children, the next generation to come.
That's what we - we keep above all in our importance is to keep that language, keep the language, what's done to our people as far as the language is concerned, the punishment, using our language, those things that try to destroy us as a people.
When we sat for our ceremonies we wait for the women to gather and keep track of the moons and the sun.
Then they tell us when to start.
So then we prepare at Onondaga, we go for ceremonies last about 21 days [inaudible] for all the things that has been given to us, especially our medicines for our people.
So this is the stuff that's still going on.
We were all part of here, all had our different duties.
Have people who do [inaudible] and people that have to cook and to build fires and tell the messages around, [inaudible] it's a good time.
Brings the community together, see these things are still going on.
We know we're still here.
[Laughter]
>> I don't know if everybody else does, but we're trying to keep this going and we need to get that word out.
We're not of the past.
We're not just mascots, we're people.
We share with people some knowledge.
Help save the water, air, land as we've been assimilated, [inaudible] very hard to come to be a part in that.
We all have to survive.
We do this, we have jobs, ironworkers, building bridges.
And that's what we have to provide for our families because that life of hunting and fishing  we fight for them rights, we fight for them fishing rights, but we can't eat the fish.
We have a lot of work to do, we have a lot of knowledge to share, we need to come together of one mind and really get one thing done.
[Applause]

Robin Kimmerer
>> [inaudible] what you've heard already, things that you'd like to share?

Jake Edwards
>> I'll share this water with you.
>> Please.
[Laughter]

Robin Kimmerer
>> Thank you.
>> One of the things that I heard so strongly in the video and in all of your words was the notion of healing, of healing the waters and the land, the watershed, healing the historical wounds, healing the relationship among all of the citizens in the watershed.
I wonder if anyone would care to reflect on [inaudible] what are the tools that we have for working on healing and who you do we proceed for that really important work?


>> My perception of this healing is very basic and common sense.
The overall healing is understanding, is understanding each other and sharing our knowledge together, we can reach that clear understanding.
We have teachings that are ages and ages old that we're accustomed to hearing throughout our lives that remind us how we're supposed to be, how things were and how things will be best.
Those kinds of teachings are not just for our people, but everywhere, if we can reach that understanding amongst people that basically everywhere people have the same beliefs maybe we could come far away from them for some reason or another, but if we can reach this understanding, with it would be very much strength and openness, which brings hope and thoughts of the future.
Because we learn to live our whole lives, our daily lives, every thought is thinking of the future and what actions are  what our actions affect that future, what can we do to preserve it.
We have to preserve our selves, we come from an oral society, and that in itself is proves that we're still here, we still follow our basic teachings, basic teaching is love, love and equalitity and justice for all people, all people on this earth that we do not possess this earth, everybody lives here, we all live here together, it's not -  there's not a line between my home and your home, is my water going to be good and yours not?
Is the air going to be breathable on the other side of the line?
We just don't - we should all have hope for the future and just be very conscious about our actions, our teachings we pass onto our young people, to the children, how we treat each other.
That's my thoughts of healing and that will affect not only the people, but all the earth that we live here together.
Patience, perseverance.
Don't ever give up.
[Applause]
>> I think the difference that I find that's the hardest to bridge is understanding the relationship or responsibility that we have as a species, as a human being.
Our responsibilities and our relationship with nature.
And that's what I see lacking mostly in western society, call that, industrial society, kind of lost the understanding, the importance of the relationship that we have and our dependency and how dependent we are on nature.
And nature, nature doesn't have a court.
There's no Habeas Corpus, there's only its rules and law.
And you either abide those rules or you suffer the consequence.
And most people don't understand that.
Our travels take us far away, we've been traveling to Europe, we've been traveling quite a bit this past ten, 15 years now, because of the issues.
And the indigenous voices beginning to be recognized for the content that it has, for the principles and the comprehension that we have of natural world.
You remember or maybe heard about the tsunami that took place over next to India, that great tsunami, and there were indigenous people and animals that saved themselves by going to high ground.
And the rest of the people that were vacationing and that were on the beaches and living there didn't comprehend the signals that was given of this coming tsunami.
But the traditional people that lived there recognized it, the animals recognized it, and they all headed for high ground because they knew that this wave was coming.
Now, how did they know that?
Well, they knew that simply because they never lost contact with it.
And so they saved themselves.
And many, many people would have been saved if they understood that this huge wave was coming.
And when, the signal was is when the water receded, the water actually receded and rather than understanding that this was a severe signal, you better get some high ground right now, people went out and tried to catch the fish that were flopping about, completely oblivious of the impending disaster.
But even there were several elephants that pulled up their stakes and ran for high ground because they knew this was coming.
But that's knowledge, that's indigenous knowledge, that's there for everybody, but people have lost that, the relationship between ourselves and what supports us.
We're very vulnerable to everybody, and we're coming into a time now where we're going to need the unity of all human beings, got no time for color, got no time for black, white, red, yellow, we're a species and we're going to have to work together now, and we'll have to learn what's coming and understand it.
And it is very serious, it is very serious and it's upon us at this moment, it's here now, it's not coming, we're in early stages of global warming.
And it's what you're not prepared for, is acceleration that comes with it, the speed that's going to pick up, and by the time that you realize this is serious you're going to have a hard time dealing with it.
So now is a very critical time and with that we all have to work together and fundamentally. The ceremonies that we've been talking about here is what has served us and respect the world, respect the nature.
You cannot negotiate with a beetle.
He will not negotiate.
He will just eat your trees, kill it, and you'll have fire.
That's what's going on out in the West right now.
Beetles are killing the trees, why are they killing the trees?
Because the warming of the earth is giving them two life cycles, the second life cycles kills the tree.
Nothing you're going to do about it.
You've got to understand that.
And that's just one.
There's a whole lot more.
>> I have the unfortunate responsibility of being the timekeeper, so  I'm glad that we'll transition to going out into our small groups and continue our discussions.
So I thank you all for your good words.
[Applause]
>> I also wanted to say thanks to my friend and colleagues and neighbors that I was recently [inaudible] who said I've heard what's happening at Onondaga Nation, it's as if this pebble has been dropped into the pool and ripples are going out and healing that there were people here has ripples all around and world and I'm very grateful.
I can't thank you enough.
[Applause]  

