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The Nation in Our Midst: Onondaga History, Culture and Spirituality
“The Nation in Our Midst: Onondaga History, Culture and Spirituality” is the title of a public presentation at 7 pm on Monday, February 27 at Syracuse Stage (820 E. Genesee St., Syracuse). The free program is the first in the year-long series “Onondaga Land Rights and our Common Future.” Tadadaho Sid Hill and Clan Mother Audrey Shenahdoah are the featured speakers.  The series is a collaboration between Syracuse University, SUNY ESF, and various community organizations to educate the public about the Onondaga Nation and their Land Rights Action.

Sid Hill, the spiritual leader of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy since April 2002, gave the traditional Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving address to open a United Nations conference the following month.  Onondaga Clan Mother Audrey Shenahdoah is an internationally-recognized spokesperson on indigenous issues and protecting the Earth. In addition to speaking invitations at the United Nations, Europe and elsewhere, Ms. Shenandoah has also been featured in several television and film documentaries.

The series seeks to inform, educate, and correct misinformation concerning the Onondaga Nation and their Land Rights Action. “In some ways, it [filing the Onondaga Land Rights Action] feels like a culmination of all these generations of people.  I have seen tears of the elders…Some of them would day, ‘I wonder if this will ever happen?’” said Shenandoah.  

“We hope this series draws significant attendance from wide sectors of the Syracuse community,” notes Andy Mager of Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON), one of the community groups which organized the series. “The first program provides the opportunity to learn about the Onondaga Nation directly from some it its most-revered and articulate leaders”.  

The free program will be followed by a reception. For more information and a full schedule contact the Syracuse Peace Council at (315) 472-5478 or see www.peacecouncil.net/noon.
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