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Finding Common Ground

Indigenous and Western Approaches 

to Healing our Land and Waters
Tuesday, 10/17, 8:30 am – 4:15 pm 

Alumni Lounge, Marshall Auditorium and various rooms at ESF)

Co-sponsored by ESF, SU, Haundenosaunee Environmental Task Force, Neighbors of Onondaga Nation/Syracuse Peace Council, Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation, Syracuse Center of Excellence in Environmental and Energy Systems

8:30 am – Thanksgiving Address

8:45 – Reflections on the message of “Words That Come Before All Else,” Freida Jacques

9:00 – Introduction to student posters. – Karla Hyde (*Student posters up all day) 

9:15 – Morning Keynote. Restoration and reciprocity: Finding Common Ground between scientific and traditional ecological knowledge, Robin Kimmerer, Professor of Botany, Faculty of Environmental and Forest Biology, SUNY ESF

10:00 - 10:50 – Wisdom Circle – Facilitator, Jeanne Shenandoah (Onondaga), Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force (HETF). A conversation among leaders of Traditional Environmental Knowledge and Scientific Environmental Knowledge   Joyce King (Mohawk) Director, HETF,  Ross Whaley, Chairman, Adirondack Park Agency, Irving Powless Jr., (Onondaga) HETF, Ron Scrudato, SUNY Oswego, Environmental Justice for Native Communities in St. Lawrence Island, Alaska. 

11:00 - 12:20 – Concurrent Workshops I - 

Various ESF locations
Making Stewardship Visible – Emmanuel Carter, Associate Professor of Landscape Architecture, SUNY ESF

Activist Women and Native Rights – Sally Roesch Wagner, Director, Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation, Dr. Wagner is a founder of one of the country’s first women’s studies programs at California State University, Sacramento (1970). A women’s studies professor for 34 years and now Executive Director of the Gage Foundation in Fayetteville.
Learning from and supporting Indigenous People – Carol Resnick, Activist in support of Onondaga Nation. 

Modes for Conflict Resolution – Sue Senecah, Associate Professor of Environmental Studies

Onondaga Creek Restoration – Values and Uses – Rick Smardon, Professor of Environmemtal Studies, SUNY ESF

Environmental Ethics – Ross Whaley, Chairman, Adirondack Park Agency, former President SUNY ESF
Ethical Issues in Embracing Traditional Ecological Knowledge  – (Robin will explore alternate leader)

Apologies to Mother Earth – Irving Powless, Jr., Chief, Onondaga Nation

Haudenosaunee: A Cultural/Historical Overview – Freida Jacques, Educator, Onondaga Nation School

12:30 Lunch  - Provided by SU/ESF Center of Excellence in  Environmental Systems Organizer:  Pre-registration required. Mark Lichtenstein. 

Formal announcement of new programs; Bruce Bongarten & Robin Kimmerer

1:00 Afternoon Keynote – Joyce King, Tekahnawiiaks/ Director,  Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force./ Introduction by Ed Bogucz, Executive Director of the Center of Excellence. 
2:00 – 3:10  Women's Circle  A conversation about women’s traditional special leadership roles on behalf of Mother Earth. Robin Kimmerer (Potawotamie), Facilitator, Audrey Shenandoah (Onondaga),  Clan Mother (invited) , Regina Jones (Oneida), SU Dept. of Multi-Cultural Affairs 

3:20 - 4:20 - Concurrent Workshops II - Various ESF locations

Religion and Nature – Phil Arnold and Bron Taylor 

Grief and Gratitude – Cindy Squillace, CNY Hospice and Freida Jacques, Onondaga Nation School 

Visions of Onondaga Lake – Partnership for Onondaga Lake

Facing and Eliminating Racism – Raydora Drummer, Director, Office of Multi-Cultural Affairs, SUNY ESF  & Beth Broadway, Director, Community Wide Dialogue to End Racism 

Sullivan/Clinton Campaign – Robert Spiegelman, Historian, Founder & Producer, www.sullivanclinton.com.

Native Issues in the Media – Mark Meisner, Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies, ESF

Poetry Workshop – Janine Debais, Environmental Studies Writing faculty 

All Day: Paper Grafitti Wall for participants to express their visions, and concerns


Part of the year-long program

Onondaga Land Rights

and Our Common Future

www.peacecouncil.net/NOON/commonfuture
All Day


Teach-In





Graphic: www.onondaganation.org








