Progressive Platform for the Next Mayor

Comment Page – Joe Nicoletti

Building Democracy/Electoral Reform

Question 2:  While I strongly support the reform of TNT my approach would be to seek      the input of community groups across the city before decided on a model to be used for restructuring.

Question 3a:  I am unclear on your concept and would need addition information before making a determination.

Question 3b:  The electoral process is not determined by the Mayor; I also believe that with the number of parties and lines on the ballot, that we have qualified candidates for city wide offices. If people feel they would like to see other individuals as candidates, I would encourage more participation in the grass roots operations of the parties on the ballot. 

Criminal Justice and Policing

Question 7:  I would need to revisit the CRB legislation to make it work for the entire community.

Question 8:  As the Mayor I would have the opportunity to study the data needed to make an informed decision on this issue based on the greatest needs of the city regarding public safety. I have stated before that I am committed to public safety in the streets of our neighborhoods, and I stay committed whether the funding comes from stimulus funding or other sources.

Question 10:  My intention is to address the issue of safety within our schools by opening the lines of communication between the Syracuse City School District and the public.  I am a strong proponent of vocational education and apprenticeships in the community.

Question 11:  I would need more information on this topic before making a determination. My concern is that in not fully understanding the suggested position for the Mayor, taking the action that is recommended would have negative public safety results, and I am not supportive of anything hurting safety and security of our citizens. 

Question 15:  I am unfamiliar with the phrase “harm-reduction model” and would need clarification before forming an opinion.

Question 17:  I am confused as to why this question is being asked and would respond to your question with a question; do you have information that suggests that this scenario is occurring?

Economic Development/Jobs

Question 5: Under state law, the city must purchase based on pricing and quality standards. We should make every effort to buy locally, but we have to follow the guidelines in place. The more competitive local companies are, the better the chances are that they can compete using pricing as the determinant factor. 

Education/Youth Development

Question 7:  While I feel that after school programming is extremely important the quantity of such programs is dependant on funding.  This decision would need to be made, by the Board of Education who has the authority to determine curriculum and programming, after careful examination of available resources. As Mayor, I would encourage to place an emphasis on focusing on after school programming within the financial constraints the district faces.

Question 12:   The issue would be determined by both budget constraints and safety issues.  While I feel that Syracuse’s parks should be used to their fullest extend the issue of safety should be a major consideration and would have to be closely examined.

Sustainability/Environment

Question 1:  I would need to see the conclusions of the current study when completed.

Question 2:  While I agree in principle I feel that this needs further study.  We need to look at other cities that have used this approach to see how effective it has been.

Question 6:   This is not within the Mayor’s authority to make this determination.  As Mayor I would encourage the Board of Education to explore this option.

Question 11: I strongly agree that recycling in all City offices must be required practice.  I question whether or not the Mayor has the authority to mandate business in the private sector to report recycling figures.

Question 17:  This issue would require further investigation before making a determination.

Housing/Community Development

Question 1:  There is current legislation being moved in Albany that would make the possibility of land banking feasible. I support the concept of land banking as a different approach to handling tax delinquent properties and providing new options for future development.

Question 4:  I prefer a City/County model as a more practical approach to dealing with the issues associated with foreclosures.

Question 5:  I would have to question if this is enforceable given the profile of the types of individuals who are the main offenders under the scenario that you have provided.

Question 6:  I would need a further explanation of this concept. I support accessibility and visibility but would want more of the details on this before making a determination. 

Racial/Social/Economic Justice

Question 3: I feel that we need to work as a community to provide adequate housing in the way of shelters for all people in our community. 

Transportation and Infrastructure

Question 8: The City is currently negotiating with Time Warner and I would expect that there will be negotiations with Verizon in the near future as the cable services offered to City residents become more competitive and varied. As Mayor, I would look to see how the Public, Educational and Government programming potential can be enhanced and expanded perhaps by a consortium of service providers who are authorized by the state’s PSC to operate inside the City. I would like to see something developed that will also provide benefits and possibly training potential for students of the Syracuse City School District who would want to utilize modern public access facilities with career training experience in mind.

