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Echoes from the 21st Annual International Relations Institute
sponsored ty the Syracuse Peace Council, Syracuse, Wew York,
April 21-22, 1967

DR, JOHN C. BEYNETT, President of Union Theological Seminary in New

York City, pointed out that U. S. policy in
Vietnem "is based on certain convictions clesrly held by at least
some ¢f the makers of the policy" which are "mistaken convictions."®
It is impertant for critics of U. 3. policy to exemine its presuppo-
sitions because "our present leaders are [not) likely to find another
way until they beccme less sure of their present presuppositions" or
unliess there develop "sufficient internal politicsl threasts to force
them to find another way."

Six presuppositions cen be identified which are held by policy
makers pretending to heve superior knowledge. Their information is
of little use if "what appesr to be facts" are seen "through the lens

created by certain presuppositions that are wrong." The challenged



asswumptions are:

1. "That the United Stetes must always opuese Communism" which,
jt is assumed is worse than all other fates thet misht befall a ra-
tion. Thus the United States must not risk a compromise settlement
in Vietnem because this would run the risk of a Communist regime in
the future.

2. Thset "this is a test case of aggression." If, in Vietnam,
we can prove that agaression does rot pay, we can contribute to an
ordered world. The U. 5. must punish asgression with allies if zos-
sivle, and without them if necessary. The stress on aggression does
not do justice to two aspects of civil war in Vietnam; tetween a
Yorth and 3South temporarily divided, and within the 3outh, It is an
oversimplificaticn to call this a war of agsression.

3. That this is "the test case of wars of liberstion." There
is a strong Americsn tendency to generalize without recognizing that
every revolutionary situstion rmust be understood in its own national
context. There are differences in the internsl heslth of countries,
the strength of existing governmments, 2nd the "extent to which some
kind of liberation is needed from the present situation." 1In South
Vietnem cne finds a weak country, a weak zovernment, »nd a people in
need of some kind of liberation. The corollary of this assumption
seems to be "that the United 3St-tes must bte a counterrevolutionary
rower opposed to 2ll wars of liberation in Asia end Latin America®
ond this "is one of the wild ideas thest is set forth with surprising
calmness by some of our own leasders." It implies that if the Tnited
St-tes tries hard enough to prevent Communism, thst somehow democracy
will emerge. Trying hard enough may mesn the applicsation of suffi-
cient militsry force.

4, That Vietnsm i3 analogous to FBurope ot the time of Fitler's
ascendancy. Tirst, it is amazing that Americen lesders are rrone to
compare Hitler's agzression to the power of Ho Chi ¥inh within one
nation. Second, Hitler's threat was primarily militery. The Com-
munist threat is primarily politicel in Asia and ILeotin America, and
cernot te svecessfully met by militsry meens. Third, in supporting
Jestern European nations sgrinst Hitler (and later 3talin) we were
£iving help to netions with long traditions and substance, end with
a cavacity to solve many of their own problems. 4 revolution was not
necessary in Burope, end the nited States did not assume a counter-
revolutionary stonce in BEurope.

5. That there are no limits to American Fower. The Englishman,
DPennis Brogan, speaks of "the illusion of American emnipotence.™



Ti~t i3 o .seful phrase indicating "a
United Ststes can do zlmost enything i
tired Ambassador Reischauer hes _ointe
initiative in sponsoring internal chan &3
cen te so prepornderant as to produce frictions
efforts snd their nationalisms.
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€. That "a substantisl militery success, rot necesserily total
victory... is im_ortant as a treke or the power of Chira." Uere the
spectre is raised: if we do not defest the Communists in Vietnam, we
must fi-ht them in Hawaiil or Seettle. To believe this re; ires sne
to believe in a monclithic, uriversal Co munism. China itself regre-
sents =n enigma. 3:e now seems weak. Zor words may ve L?Fih o
acts are mild. The dcstruction of the stsmina of Vietnsm its-
lose 2 resl trake on Chinese powsr, Moreover, American gpower 2las
the borders of Chira 7ill accentuste the paranciac elesments in “he
Chinese outlook an the world.

The wor in Vietnem rust be viewed in moral serspective. ere are
three elements to te considered.

Tirgt is "the inherent evil in what we are now doirg.”
ity of the wsarf-re in toth North =nd 3South is crusing much
of the populations. ™That must come next in order toc irsur
tefore the 1968 Fresidential electionz? Must we Tomb t
rorth Vietnam? st we succumb to the advice of the "wi
Fashington"-~fortunately not row in policy making positic
zest thet we must bomte Vietnem ceock into the Stone Aze?
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Second is the "cumlative effect of what we have been ining to-
ether with “nat we are likely to do if the wear doesn't =2nd so00n."
tht effects mlll two more or five more esrs of tris ve on the
peo-le of Vietnamy TITne effocts will ce 21l out of pro_ortion to the

g to preven To impcse on others “'hat we te-

licve i3 _ood for them 1s a misuse of he loyrlty ond hersism of _meri-
can men. General Jesimorelend has sgid thsat he sees no end in 3i-ht;
rather, we will kezep on bleeding the other side, WJho ere we %o e
doing this? Must many zenerations hence suffer from our tlesding them?

7
evil *hat we are trying
*

Taird 1s "to see how self-defesting it is. Yot orly does this
have a bad effect u on the reccle... vut we can't do by this method
what we seek to do." Gunner Myrdsl has reminded ug thet success in
overrunning Vietnam will be the beginning of our hell., The Vietnamese
will have the sympathy of the entire werld in trying to rid their coun-



try of the intruders,

- T™niere ere two thines that the United Stetes cen do te help bring
tris wer to some ki~d of & sstisfactory conclusion. ¥Fe might assume
t¥ 2t U Thent understasnds it better thsn we do, =nd we might, therefore,
stop the vomting. Then we could stop trying to conguer South Vietnew
end eng2re in & holding action. We might also try to et a more cred.
itle necotizting stence. This would involve & willincness to desl
with the Vie* Cong. It would invclve an Americen recognition of the
&3 Tmetricel cheracter of the situstion. OQur troops near the ¥orth
Vietramese border during on extended cesse fire would remain a threst
to trer, while their trcops withdrewn from the South would constitute
no threst to the United States. ®e should recosmize, elso, that they
are rct tomiing the South.

jummrries of two sdditional speeches mede at the Conference will
eprezr in subsequent issues of Fesce News Letter. 411 the speeches
were taped, =znd a8 tepe can be borrowed from the Peece Council in ap-
riiceticr to lera Gray

1a¢ Annuel Meeting of the ACIU will have & dinner, May 25, €:30
P-T. 2t General Hutchinson House. _ATEE NEIER, Executive Director of
the Yer York Civil Liberties Union,has chosen for hi. address,

Corscientious Qb jection to & Particuler War.

WET ADDEESS Volunteers needed with truck or station
FCE 3FC: 304% E. Genesee wagons to move office from the University
Street, 13224 Bldg., Saturdsy morning, June 3, 9:30 ~

: 11:30 a.m. We need menpower to help pack.
Fieese notify us at 422-5316 if you can participaste. Thanks.
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