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In Memoriam s

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Jan. 15, 1929 ~ April 4, 1968 SR

] have a dream . . ."
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On April 4, 1967, Dr. King spoke at Riverside Church, New
York City, for Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam. In that
address he said:

A time comes when silence is betrayal . . . The calling
to speak is often a vocation of agony, but we must speak.

Told by many that peace and civil rights should not be mixed,
Dr. Xing said those who eay this

have not really known me, my committmente, or my calling.
Indeed, they do not know the world in which they live.

A8 though anticipating the process of negotiation in which the
United States may soon be engaged, he counselled:

Here 1s the trus meaning and value of compassion and non-
violence when it helps us to see the enemy's point of view,
to hear his questions, to know his assessment of ourselves.

He saw that the war was no accidental delinquency:

The war in Vietnam is but a symptom of a far deeper malady
within the American spirit . ., ."

Dr, King also accused the United States of being

The Greatest Purveycr of Violence in the World Today.
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Dr. King's death cams one year later, almost to the hour. The
Acostle of Nonviolence was himsdlf tine victim of violence.
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Wnen Dr. King said that the United States was the greatest
wirveyor of violence in the world, he was severely criticized. Yot
“he e¢mpiiical evidence supported his words,

His ceath in the week before Holy Weck had a sirange and dis-
cileting symbolism, It reminded us that D, King was a committed
Jollcwer of Jesus Christ. Memphis was his Jerusalem; an assassin's
»:liet was his cross,

Anril 4, 1963 was a tragic day for America, The nzalion locst a
traa friend, Blinded by racism, many Americans bave been unable to
recognize what a real friend he was.
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VIVITAM This was thc theme of the 28th Annaal Institate of
CRISIS 1M International Relations urder the sponscoship of ikhe
CCNSCLENCE Syre.cuse Peace Council, April 5-6, 1963.

Siiney Peck, Associate Prolesscr of Sociology at Case Westewn
Recerve University, and peace activist in Oiilo, gave the cpening
e7frezs undcr the shadow of the tragedy of Dr. King's untimcly death.

Yook warned that President Johnsonis renuanciation of furiher

briesidential aspirations does not meaz that he has suldenly become a
iolfer of the anti-war movement, Waoen cne reads his speech, one
CiscoveTrs Laab the rationale for Amorican invcivemont in Vieinam 13
toc fzae, We are involved to vrotect thae vital nabional cocurity of
Yo, Uuizcd States in response to an interraticnal Comrminist conumir-
ccy. Taic speoch gives no irdication that the United States interds
%o give up 1ts Tclient states" in Asia, ror its military prencuce
vozre, nor its efiforts to contairn China, The adlress signalled a
~aciical rcsponse to a profound rilitary cefeat and to rising
Z.ocestic opposition to the war,

Peclkk insislod that the United States has been following a oolicy
T Pglobal militarism® in which it tries to function as th werld's

=2 leeman,  Cmes UL8, luavelvenenrt in Vietrnam is not an erro-. I
Cpue o done orenk with Rrnat basic policy, and signaliel an
vfer Lo acuieve toroush negotiaticn wiat connet Ye achoeve: on o tin
settleflicic. bachoa hvictoryVoos Loyond reacha, ludeed, all  rac
caemo 13 Yo neotinte s torrs tev jpeaving Vietran,
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activists must resist the temptatlon to retreat into their own privacy
at a time when it avpears that mochanics for ending tho war have been
set in motion.

Mi*cheil Goodmar, one of the five indicted in Boston for sumport
of Draft Resistance (along with Dr, Spock, Rev. Coffin, Michael Ferber
and Marcus Rasxin), vpointed out that the legal jargon of their indict-
ment failod to ackmowlodge the very large size of the consniracy.

Morc than 3,000 verscas had signed "A Call to Resist Illegitimate
Authority, " and csher thousands rave signed statemonts of support feo
the five. The Press, Lowever, has cought to minimize the size and
nature of thc groups encouraging Resistance.

Goodman wernt o3 %c discuss the quality of American government,
suggecting that meliocre andé deteriorated human beings, "debased human
beings, " are attempting o rule as, and this is a part of the
contemnorary American Crisis,

Corerecsian John Dow of Bockland County was the third member of
the Instilute faculty, and reafiirmed his own oppesition to the war,
¢tressing that there is growing antipathy to the war among Corgressmcn
ané Sonators, and holding out hope for the political sysiem as a means
of inducing changec. :

LHE Ir. Acilmr Weskow, member of the. Institute for Poiicy
GOVERNME NT Stutics in Washingion, addressing a conference co-
HAS TOP-LED  egponcorcd by tle A.er¢can Friends Scrvice Committce

and I&incc*oh Uziversity in early April said:
iFer the first time in 2ur history a Government has tcaplea

It has topoled tecause of the military defeat in Vietnam, the gold
crisis, and internal strains that were "hothcuses for simmering change.'

" Vieotnam has proved tizat a real social revolution, as in Vietnam,
can mash one of the great world empires in world history to the
edge of crisis. Tae war also has heated all those social sirains
and Jisaffected clements thnt in 1965 were only simmering.

" Mhere are throo major snarzes of the strains, cme elements
of the American e«'2-l:shmea*, whica owns $he first perfianent war
méchinn'in Unitgd S ates nis »p:y anl the most overvhelming in
this war macuine 1i¢ ucecless -
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"Secondly, some elements of the 'new class' of the sducated,
which has been spawned by the sultizersities, the bureaucracics and
the national government, have turned against these Sponsors.

"Third, the 'underclass,' especially its black elements, but
also the Spanish speakers and the Appalachians, has begun to tura its
desperation from a burden into a weapon."

STORM In recent months a number of occurrences indicate that
WARNINGS Latin America will be the coming center of great unrest.

In Guatemala, the involvement of some Roman Catholic
missionary priests and sisters with the ™underclass"” resulted in their
being expelled from the country.

More recently it has become apparent that the Roman Catholic
Cmrch is in trouble in Argentina, and the trouble within the Church
is related to the social and economic conditions in the country.

One priest insists:

"The Roman Catholic Church in Argentina has about 15 years left,

"If, in that timo, the church and the nation have not both
undergone a deeply rooted social revolution, Argentina will become
Marxist,” (N, Y. Times, 4/21/68)

Will there be more Viotrams closer to home?
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