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PEACE NEWS LETTER SPC 639
Published by and for the Syracuse Peace Council
Alan B, Peabody, Editor June 1969

The following is a statement by Larry Knickerbocker to his local draft board as to why
he was going to refuse induction into the military. Unable to get the Selective Ser~
vice System to recognize his claim as a conscientious objector, Larry refused induction
at the Syracuse induction center on May 19, 1969. During the period before his refusal
and now, a8 he is awaiting arrest, he is working in the Peace Council office. Previocus-
ly he was a high school teacher and a ydrd man at a used car lot. Larry's wife, Marcia,
is a kindergarten teacher in North Syracuse, : :

i . WHY I‘RESIST:”A PERSONAL MANIFESTO

(1 have prepared the fOllOWlng statement 1n the hope that it may serve to exp&ain,
at least in part, the reasons for my contemplated refusal to serve in the armed forces
of the United States of Americas,)

For all of the twenty-four years of my life, I have been a citizen of the United
-~ States of America, I was born in this country in 19LkL, the son of an American soldier
stationed in Burope with the Army Corps of Englneers By right of birth, therefore,
and by reason of my upbringing, the course of my: llfe has been comitted, fran its be-
ginning, to the life and fortunes of this nation.

Inherent in this cammitment is what I feel to be my personal responsibility in
the social and political affairs of this nation. I am an Américan and this is my. na=~
tion; whatever is done in the name of this nation and the people of this nation is
done in my name as well.

In terms of-the-long-standing trgditions of human society, the relationship thus
defined -~ between citizenship and individual responsibility - seems well established.
Moreover, in terms of a modern legal precedent, it is the principle established by the
war trials et Nuremberg, a principle of international relations which was both recog-
nized and sanctioned by the United States through its co-sponsorship of those trials,

On the basis of these criteria, it seems imperative that individual human beings
recognize a kind of dual citizenship, a double responsibility, thrust upon them by
reason of their very existance at this juncture in human history. The traditional re-
lationship between the individual citizen and his nation-state is now explicitly pare
allelled by the wider responsibilities incumbent upon him as a member of the human
race, In fact, in seeking to define the limitations - and call to recognition the
perils - of uncritical loyalty to national self-interests, the previously mentioned_
war trials served to indicate that the first claim on individual loyalty is the mutue
ally shared responsibility for humanity-at-large,

It is within the context of this definition, and in recognition of the responsi-
bility which it entails, that I feel compelled to repudiate the recent conduct of
this nation's foreign affairs, particularly with reference to our present involvement
in Vietnam, - Therefore, to the end that I may fulfill my responsibility as a member
of the race*of Man, I declare that I will not serve as a member of the armed forces
of the United States and that I will henceforth seek to do all within Hy power to
secure the end of that nayion!s involvement in Vietnam and. in all 11ke enterprises
which reasonably seem to be to the detriment of the human race. Cra g

: VIf th congequence of my refusal to serve the limited and selfish interests of
_ this naticn is to be the relinquishment of my liberties as a citizen, then it may
serve the broader interests of humanity for me to accept those consequences and not
be deterred from acknowledging the solemn responsibilities that human life and human
perception have thrust upon me, Perhaps, in serving first the interests of humanity,
i may zltimately be serving the most crucial needs of this nation. That, at least,
s my hope.

To reiterate, I do not mean to imply that the sole basis of my present position
is the assumption suggested by the Nuremberg trials; The concept of humanitarian re-
spensibility is much older, and much more widely sanctioned in our own society than
the present example would in itself suggest.
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In two important respects, however, it provides an historically objectified stan-
dard by which we may judge the validity of our cwn commitments. First, as mentioned
above, the Nuremberg tribunal represents a direct ABtempt, on the part of the United
States and her allies, to broaden the scope of individual responsibility beyond simple
loyalty to nation and to re-define that responsibility in terms of international law,
Secondly, and in a very real sense, it follows that the dilemma of the German people
during World War II may find a significant parallel in that which faces Americans of
conscience today.

In this regard, it is one of the chilling ironies of our position in Vietnam that
in the person of Vice-President Ky we are asked to support the policies and political
agsumptions of a man whose avowed hero in history ia none other than Adolph Hitler,

I firmly believe that there is good reason to suggest that this unwholesome affinity
of Mr, Ky's has more widely characterized the policy-making and military tactics of

our Saigon allies than our own govermment would like to admit and that we, as a nation,
are therefore lisble to an equal guilt by association,

Be that as it may, we as Americans, citizens of a powerful and democratic nation,
have many reasons - more, perhaps, than any other people in history - to repudiate
violence as an accepted means of dealing with our problems in the world at large.

We, as Americans, have the responeibility to see that the power derived from the
--congsent of the people is not used to the detriment of others,

~=Lawrence P, Khickerbocker
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If you vant to work for Peace;, it is not enough to sit and wait
for scmeone from the xecutive Committee or Peace Council staff
to telephone you and ask yvou to work. They are busy people and
nay or may not find time to call you this month. It is your
responsibility to call the Peace Council office, LL6-5656 and
ask what you can doe. If you have an idea and vant to know
" additionel persons vho can wvork with you by all means call the
offices If you want to vork but don't knou vhat to do, call
the office and David Taster or llary Jane Hoffman will be glad
to work ocut with you a task that interests you.

Coming Fvent: Hiroshime Vizil, Mugust 6, at noon

New Publication:

Co-gponsored with “omen's International League for Peace

Speak Truth to Power)
Published by £ Vorld 'ithout Var Council
Available from our literature rack at 95¢

eeesesssse This book Challenges the assumptions of ABM proponents and many opponents

"The AR And ¢ Vorld Tithout Tar" by Robert Pickus (a co-author of

— - — m— — -

Defines the role of non-expert citizens bewildered by the
complexity of the technical debate;

Places the BN debate in the context of work for a world
without war;

Offers a strategy of Mmerican peace initiatives capable of
confronting and changing present reliance on national
military power for security.

The issue of deployment of a costly and ungroven anti-ballistic
system has far too rave conseduences to zll mankind to he
decided on the beasis of narrow political interests. Irite
vour local neuspaper. 'ire or urite wyour representztives in
Con-ress.  Tell them to vote PO on the *HM. Tell them to vole
for lifc.

uncormmitted Senators:

Tirec o' rite these

Syracuse Jeace Council
3049 Fast, Genesce Strect
Syracuse, lew York 1322l

1L6~5656

tor Tarren 7. PMagnuson
Senator Joim J. Villiems
r Thomas J. McIntyre
cnater iiike Travel
snator Glinton P. ’nderson |
(all 2t Senate Office Bld-., Vashinzton, N.C.) -
( Tublic Opinion Cable - 15 words - 95¢

Non-Profit Orz. |
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} Syracuse Peace Council”“v
Staff Report -
e 3 - July 15, 1969

MINUAL MFTTING

Tu> fnnual Heeting of the Syracuse Peace Council was held on June 12, 1969. Over 60
revsons vere present for dinner. The following members were elected to the Fxecutive
Cirmittec for the comin< year: Chairman, Rev. Harvey Bates, and Rev. Non Clark, Mrs.Pat
Duargin, fllen ifiller and Dale Tussing. Many thanks are extended to retireing members:
cs-chalrnen Julian Friedman and Norman Keim and Norman Balabanian, Jerome Berrigan, Ralph
Cooper and Isabel Cowan. The speaker of the evening, Ron Clark talked about trends within
the peace movement. ‘

PEACTMOBILE

The greatest amount of staff time during thils period has been gpent preparing for and
ma'ntaining the Syracuse Peace Council's Peacemobile. The Peacemobile 1s an experiment
in reaching out into the community. Nearly every day during July a team of 6 persons has
traveled in a car or Bus with a sign on top to a shopping center, church, ball game or
other public gathering. /t their destination they have handed out leaflets on the draft
or on MIRV or some other peace topic. 'hen pogsible the leafleters have engaged passersby
in conversation. The response so far has been varieds A mumber of persons have returned
the tear sheets at the bottom of the leaflets indicating they would like to work for peace. -
Sooner or later in about half the trips, a manager of a store has come out to inform the
team that leafleting is not allowed. At present we are investigating the possibility of a
suit asking for a declaratory judszment throught the courts stating our right t¢ pass out -
literature at ‘shopping centers. There have been several other cases in other cities indi-
cating that we would win such a suit., Additional persons to man the Peacemobile are needed,
Suggestions as to how to refine and make the Peacemobile more effective are wanted.

STATE FAIR

The Peace Council is going to have a booth in the Harriet May Mills Building at the
State Fajr. liary Jane Hoffman and Ada Carter hadsuccessful conversations with Falir managers
who reduced the rental fee for a small booth from %275 to free space. £ commitbee has been
meeting weekly to design the booth. Current plans call for a contimuous peace Muestionaire
to be projected on a screen so that questions can be asked and immediately answered. Plans
also call for the distribution of peace literature as well as handing out helium filled
bailoons bearing a peace message, Members of the Peace Council will be called by phone and
asxied to work on this booth. Don't wait to be drafted: instead phone the Peace Council
office and volunteer. The Fair is Mugust 26 through September 1.

HIGH SCHOOL

The high school committee carried out two events during this period. One was a potluck
supper at the home of Jane 'hitney. The other was a Vietnam teach-in led by Oliver Clubb
held at the Church Center.

DRAFT COUNSELING

Draft counseling has taken an excessive amount of staff time this past month. Two or
three pe-sons have been in nearly every day. Additional counselors are being trained but
at present a workable system for distributing the counseling load has yet to be worked out,

FILi1

The £1lm "4 Plague On Your Children, " wvhich 1s about Chemical and Blelogical Varfare
produced by the BBC was shovn on July 10 for persons working in the Church Center and
interested visitors including representatives of the United Presbyterian Church, Church
Vomen ited, ond V.I.5, In addition, that same day the film was shown in one of the
dermitories at Syracuse University.

OFFICT
# malling vas sent to the 100 persons vho participated in the lemorial Day Roll Call
of the Vietnam war dead who were not previcusly on our mailing list. ‘A similar mailing
innluding a leaflet on the /MBIl vas sent to attenders of the ABM teach-in at Syracuse Univer-
si%y last spring. Through the Presbytery office, a leaflet on Violence in our Society was
mailed out to 60 Presbyterian churches in the Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery. 5o far one
cmrch has requested encugh leaflets to distribute in the Church bulletin,

During the month 10,000 leaflets have been prepared for the Peacemobile,
Tepes made of speeches given at the China Institute have been ziven to the Methodist

¥iim library as a supplemental aid to the Friendship Presgs material for next year's
mission study on China by the Protestant churches.
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