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FRESTIGE: The Johnson Administrstion has frecuently said thast TU. 3.
prestige would suffer if the nation did not stznd firm on
its commitments to the government of South Vietnam,

Thig sssumpion is questionable. Rey Giboons, Director of the
Council for Christisn Socisl Action of the United Chuvrch of Christ,
attended the World Council of Churchss Conference on Clhurch and So-~
ciety at Geneva last yesr. On his return, ¥r. Gibbors re orted that
"fellow Christians" from other perts of the world were "nesrly uni-
versgl" in their criticism of United Strtes armed conflict in Vietnam.
Only South "orean delegetes at Genave "clesrly favored Urited 3Stotes
policy."

During the past two summers, the editor has taught at lokehe-d
University, “ort Arthur, Ontsrio. & resding of the C-nadien Press,
viewing Canadisn Television, end corversing with informed Cenadiang--
students, freculty, clergy, end plain people--make one awere thst there
ere deep misgivings if not outright opposition to Americen policy.

Last summer two clergymen c¢rlled my attention to the enclosed
st~tement by the Rev, J. E. Hord, TVE AMEXIC:N RAPE OF VIETWAM,
Originslly in mimeogrrphed form, this strtement was widely circulsted
in the United Church of Cenads. It must he remembered that Mr. Hord
is executive of the most influential Bosrd of the lergest Protestant



denomination in Canada., That Mr. Hord was not speaking to an unre-
ceptive audience is attested to by the fact thst in September, the
Genersl Council of the United Church of Canasda (the top represente-
tive administretive body) adopted a resolution on Vietn=m. In that
resolution, North Vietnam and the Netioral Liberation Front are
criticized for their acts of terrorism in South Vietnam. The United
Stetes comes in for more severe criticism for its use of Napalm,
Chemicals, and Heavy Bombing in both Worth and South Vietnam.

FURTHER SAVE sponsored en anti-war rally in Madison Square Garden

COMMENTS  on December 8th. Gunnar Myrdel, the Swedish Social Sci-

ow entist, spoke on "The Vietnam Wer and the Political and

PRESTIGE Moral Isolation of Americs." We are indebted to I. F.
Stone's Weekly (12/19/66) for these excerpts.

"There is not 2 single government in Western Furope which would --
dare send 2 squad of soldiers to Vietnam as a symbolic gesture of

~

sympathy with the U. S.

"Sweden is one ofthe very few countries where there is not a
trace of basic enti-Americanism. But over the Vietnam issue the
overwhelming majority of Swedish ovinion is sharply criticzsl. Only
8% think Americe is doing the right thing in Vietnam. In Sweden we
have a fairly lerge armaments industry to make ourselves independent.
To keep this industry efficient we need to export armaments. 3But
theve is government control, so thet armament exports do not go to
active disturbers of peace. The Swedish government now includes the
U. S. in this group. To allow Swedish-~produced weswons to be used
in Vietnam would have outraged Swedish opinion.

"The 77, S. government might have sympathizers for its wer in
Vietnam among the ruling whites in Rhodesia and South Africa., But
in all the poor and colored nations in Africa, however muach they
need finsncisl esasistance, I know of no gover-ment or articulate
jndividual who cazn be counted as a supporter of the Vietnam policy
of the U.3. I believe the seme is true of Latin Americas. The U. S.
tries to create an imsge at home that it has trusted allies in 'Frece
Asia.! The truth is that [these are} ‘client governments'..."

TYE POLITICS is the title of a recent book, the authors of which
OF ESCALATION are Franz Schurmann, Cheirman of the Center for Chi-
IN VIETVAM nese Studiss; Peter Dale Scott, English Depertment;

and Regineld Zelnik, History Department, 211 of the
Urniversity of California at Berkeley. The authors were assisted by



other scholars. at the University of California at Berkeley and at
Washington University in St. ILouis.

As Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. savs ir the Foreword: "After a
close examinstion of the relationship between diplomatic snd mili-
tary action in Vietnam in the yeers since the overthrow of Diem,
the suthors believe they heve found a pattern in United States pol-
icy. The chief Americsn moves to widen the wary, they contend, seem
to have come at times of particulesr pressure for nezotiation; ard
our own gestures toward negotistion seem to have preceded, or even
cloaked, steps tow:rd our larger militsry involvement. Their con-
clusion is thet our government has appesred to regard the possibility
of 2 negotisted solution more as a threat then as a promise.

The Politics of Escalstion is svailable for 604 in the Fawcett
peperbrck edition.

I35 ESCATATIOV During November »nd esrly December international

STIIL THE pressures for negotistions bagan to increase once

PATTERN? more. Fanscn Boldwin, Militery Affairs editor of
the NE¥ TORK TIMES wrote (12/17/66):

"Without public snnoncement, the milit'ry pressure upon Worth
Vietnom i3 being slowly increesed.

"This i3 the opinion of well-informed militsry officers in
§ashington. They noted thst some of the restrictions on target
selection 2nd on other aspects of the sir snd ser opersations sgsinst
Yorth Vietnam have been graduslly lifted...

MMilit~ry observers have noted, too, that targets of key impor-
tance~-very close to Hanoi... —- have been bombed for the first time
recently. ..

"The recant extension of the Navy's destroyer patrol agsinst
NVorth Vietnamese coastsl shipping to 78 miles north of the 17th
Parsllel... was al3o considered indic=tive of the trend toward a
slow but definite increase of pressure againat the Worth. The
trend i3 expected to contirue, and tergets hitherto immune to bomb-
ing or to naval gunfire will probably be struck in the future,
though without prior anrouncement and with no public emphaszis."



THE U. S. On December 19, Ambrssndor Goldberg wrote Mr. Thant ;

AND ~nd ssked him to "use every menns ot your dispos~l §

U-THANT to determine whot tangible response there would De
from North Vietnom in the woke of such » prior step

toword pesce on our part."

On December 30, U. W. Secretary-Genersl U-Thent replied. Te
said, in prrt: the overall situction is one "in which a powerful

nation like the United Stotes should t-ke the initistive in the e

gquest for peace snd show =n enlightened rnd humenitarian gpirit., I
believe thnt, in the circumstonces, only action deliberately under-
teken in such o spirit which, becruse of its power and position, the
United St~tes c-n afford to undertrke, car h2lt the escalation and
enlorzement of this wor, =nd thus bring ebout a turning of the tide
tow~rds peace." U-Thent then reiter-ted his three point program for
perce, the first of which demsnds "the cess~tion of the bombing of
Forth Vietnem."

On Jonu-ry lst, Mr, Goldberg replied. The key psss=ge seems to
be the following:

"§e hsve c-refully reflected on your ideas... sbout the cesseo-
tion of bombing of Vorth Vietn-m... I wish to nsssure you categori-
cnlly thot my Government is prepered to teke the first step toward
pesce: specificelly, we nre re~dy to order o prior end to ~1ll bomb-
ing of Worth Vietnsm the moment there is ~n sssursnce, privste or
otherwise, thrt there would be o reciprocal resnonse towsrd peace
from North Vietnsm." (®mphnsis supplied.)

It would appesr th~t the 7.S. hes imposed nn important condition
which prevents negotistions towsrds a cezse-fire, However, the
Notionsl Council of Churches suggests thot the Goldberg letter was
approved by the President ageinst the sdvice of importsnt milit-ry
and politicesl advisers.
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