
Published by the Syracuse Peace Council – Founded in 1936

Central New York Voices for Peace and Social Justice July/August 2005  744

Let the Sun Set on the Patriot Act

John D. Brulé

Can we be both safe and free? Because of the 
intense pressure by the Bush Administration 
to expand the USA PATRIOT Act (USAPA), 
we are forced to examine this question. In 
the recent past the government designed 
and built nuclear weapons in an attempt to 
keep us safe. Thousands of these weapons 
still exist scattered around the world, and 
are more dangerous than almost any other 
manufactured object I can think of.

The USAPA is the equivalent danger 
to our freedom. The nuclear weapons hide 
in their silos or on board submarines; the 
USAPA allows the government to spy on 
our daily lives while hiding behind en-
forced secrecy constraints. For example, 
the USAPA allows the FBI to check on 
our reading habits in libraries even when 

we are not suspected of any wrongdoing. 
Librarians are subject to criminal charges 
if they tell anyone, including the person 
being spied upon.

How did we get into this mess? 
Immediately after 9/11 the Bush 
Administration presented Congress with 
the several hundred pages of USAPA, pres-
suring both the Senate and the House to 
pass it without change. However, fifteen 
sections of USAPA that granted federal 
law enforcement enhanced surveillance 
powers were set to automatically expire 
in December, 2005 (known as “sunsetting”), 
unless Congress acted otherwise. Some of 
these surveillance powers include using 
“pen register,” which records all numbers 
dialed from a particular phone line, and “trap 
and trace,” which records the originating 
phone numbers of all incoming calls to a 
particular phone line. Other provisions al-

low federal law enforcement to do an end 
run around the 4th Amendment by going to 
a secret court with secret judges for secret 
search orders – even when they have little 
or no evidence that someone is involved 
in a crime. 

The Bush Administration is not only 
trying to keep the sections from expiring, 
but also to “strengthen” the USAPA (don’t 
be surprised if legislators use the recent 
bombings in London to insist there is special 
urgency to “strengthen” the USAPA now). 
It is expected that many legislative propos-
als, both pro and con, will be introduced 
and voting on them is expected to occur 
in July, 2005.

continued on page 12
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continued on next page

Weekly Peace Outreach
Join us at busy intersections to say 
“End the Iraq War” every Tuesday, 4:
45-5:30 pm.
• July 19 James St. and Thompson 

Rd. (Northside)
• July 26 E. Genesee St. and Erie 

Blvd. (Dewitt)
• Aug. 2 Rt. 20 (Albany St) and 

Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
• Aug. 9 S. Salina and E. Colvin 

(Southside)
• Aug. 16 Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and 

Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius
• Aug. 23 Teall Ave. and Rt. 690 

(Eastside)
• Aug. 30 Main entrance, New York 

State Fairgrounds (Solvay)

Anti-Occupation Efforts 
Escalate this Fall!

United for Peace and Justice, a na-
tional coalition now comprised of over 
1300 member organizations (including 
the Syracuse Peace Council) is organizing 
a massive mobilization September 24-26 
against the US occupation of Iraq. UFPJ 
has organized numerous national days of 
action and mass protests, but this will be 
the first to include mass direct action. SPC 
will coordinate busses to attend the march, 
rally and festival on Saturday, September 
24. We also will coordinate carpools for 
those who want to participate in events on 
Sunday (interfaith service and grassroots 
trainings) and Monday (lobbying, mass 
nonviolent direct action and civil disobe-
dience). See www.unitedforpeace.org for 
more information on events; to reserve a 
seat on the bus, contact Jessica.

March for a Nuclear-Free 
Future: Remembering       

Hiroshima and Nagasaki
This year marks the 60th Anniversary of 
the Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. In addition to the annual dramatic 
procession through downtown Syracuse—
Tuesday, August 9 (Nagasaki Day)—a walk 
from Scriba, NY (home of the Nine Mile 
Point Nuclear Plants) to Syracuse is planned 
for August 5-8. There will be stops and 
events in Oswego, Fulton, Baldwinsville 
and Onondaga Lake Park.  

The dramatic procession starts at        
11:30 am at city hall and ends at the Federal 
Building, in the hope that we will deliver 
the Mayor’s Proclamation to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons from our city government 
to our federal representatives. We hope for 
100 participants—don’t miss this poignant 
and emotional way to commemorate the 
crimes represented by these bombings.

All are welcome to join for any por-
tion of the walk from Scriba. The walk 
leaves at 1:30 pm on August 5 and ends at 
Syracuse City Hall on August 8 (see insert, 
or website if you’re not a subscriber, for a 
detailed itinerary of the walk and events 

along the way).
In addition to these public demonstra-

tions, a coalition of groups has undertaken 
a major effort to encourage faith communi-
ties to address this issue in their congrega-
tions. The coalition includes SPC, Peace 
Action of CNY, the Citizens Awareness 
Network and American Friends Service 
Committee.

See peacecouncil.net/hiroshima, or 
contact Andy.

Military Alternatives   
Education Project

Many thanks to Kevin Caron who 
has just completed a two-month intern-
ship with SPC focused on the Military 
Alternatives Education Project (MAEP). 
Kevin worked on outreach to local high 
school students, created a webpage for 
MAEP (www.peacecouncil.net/MAEP), 
designed and posted flyers, coordinated 
street theatre outside of local high school 
graduations and much more!

MAEP will continue to focus on educa-
tion and outreach during the summer and 
has an ambitious plan to challenge local 
school opt-out policies related to the No 
Child Left Behind Act clause that makes 
students’ contact information available 
to military recruiters. To get involved 
email maep@peacecouncil.net or contact 
Jessica.

NOON—Keep on Moving 
Forward

Despite media efforts to portray the June 
28 Appeals Court decision against the 
Cayuga Nation as the death knell for 
Native American land claims, Neighbors 
of the Onondaga Nation (NOON) carries 
on. We’re working to understand the im-
plications of this outrageous decision and 
adjust our work accordingly. 

The NOON organizing committee is 
excited to welcome people who have been 
attending the monthly educational meetings 
to join in the organizing work. In June, we 
made presentations at a Rotary Club and 

for canvassers at the Citizens Campaign 
for the Environment, and distributed lots 
of literature at the Unity in the Pines 

A lively contingent marched with SPC in this year’s 
Pride parade. Thanks to Rose Viviano for the beautiful 
banner. Photo: Carol Baum
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SPC / continued from previous page
Craftsfair. 

Our next educational program is 
Thursday, August 18 at 7 pm at the Westcott 
Day Hab Center, 522 Westcott St. It will 
feature videos related to the “Doctrine of 
Discovery,” a religious and legal concept 
which legitimizes the enslavement of in-
digenous people and the appropriation of 
the lands of non-Christians by Christians 
(see page 5). Contact Carol.

Talking to Conservatives 
(and moderates)

An outreach training in June brought 
out a lively group interested in learning 
more about how to talk with people who 
don’t agree with us politically. The group 
practiced listening skills, shared ideas and 
experiences and learned how to address 
controversial issues more productively. A 
follow-up session is set for Thursday, July 
21 at 7 pm at SPC. Newcomers warmly 
welcomed. Contact Andy.

a more detailed explanation).
After we were unable to reverse their 

censorious decision, we held a well-at-
tended news conference just before the 
game started. Despite their assertions that 
the ballpark isn’t a place for politics, the 
next night was “Support the Troops Night” 
featuring a pro-war address by County 
Executive Nick Pirro.

We urge people to contact SkyChiefs 
General Manager John Simone to ex-
press your displeasure—315-474-7833 
or jsimone@SkyChiefs.com.

We Have a New Bookkeeper!
We are happy to announce the hiring of Bob 
Kehoe as our new part-time bookkeeper.

Bob brings skill, humor, flexibility 
and initiative to the task. He has thrown 
himself into learning our particular system, 
and has already come up with ways to better 
organize our finances.

He carries on in the bookkeeper/activist 
tradition of Duane Hardy (beloved book-
keeper of many years) and then Karen Hall 

(who was responsible for our 
switch to a computerized book-
keeping system). Many thanks 
to Karen for her just-finished 
three-year stint as our volunteer 
bookkeeper. Thanks also to Chris 
Riley who is always available for 
questions and continues to help 
with taxes.

SPC Youth Work 
On June 30, SPC participated 
in a dinner with the Dunbar 
Association’s “Each One Teach 
One” program to celebrate the 
end of the school year and the 
completion of SPC’s nine-month 
long program on nonviolence and 
conflict resolution. Family mem-

bers and Dunbar staff joined us to honor 
graduating high school seniors and affirm 
the SPC/Dunbar connection. The project 
was challenging at times, but much was 
learned on all sides. SPC is looking for 
ways to continue this important work. 

We’ve now completed three free bike 
clinics, working with almost 60 youth be-
tween the ages of 5-24. Several donated 
bikes have been repaired and given away as 
well as 10 new helmets. Upcoming clinics 
will be the following Wednesdays 5-7:30 
pm: July 20 at Lexington Park (between E. 

Genesee St. and Lexington Ave.), August 
3 and 17 at S. Presbyterian Church (corner 
Colvin St. and S. Salina St.).

Locked out of the Ballgame
Talk about all dressed up and no place 

to go! SPC folks were excited about partici-
pating in the June 21 Syracuse SkyChiefs 
United Methodist Night—with a table of 
materials all ready and Bill Griffen set to 
throw out the first ball—when space for 
“political” speech again vanished. After 
partnering with the United Methodist Church 
to arrange everything, the SkyChiefs got 
cold feet in the face of right-wing pressure 
and pulled the plug the morning of the 
game (see www.peacecouncil.net/ball for 

Bill Griffen (with the glove), his daughter Amy and wife Judy 
join SPC staffer Carol Baum (holding sign) in expressing their 
displeasure of the SkyChiefs decision to bow to rightwing 
censors. Photo: Andy Mager

Oren Lyons was a featured speaker at SPC’s 
69th birthday celebration which honored our 
connection with the Onondaga Nation.
Photo: elana levy

SPC’s Birthday Celebration
SPC’s 69th Birthday celebration honored 
our connection with the Onondaga Nation. 
About 175 people came for dinner, and 
over 200 attended the program, featuring 
Audrey Shenandoah and Oren Lyons. We 
thank our Onondaga neighbors who joined 
us, and Joe Heath, who participated in the 
question and answer period. 

The evening could not have happened 
without a community of support. Many 
thanks to the Syracuse Real Food Co-op 
for donating the food; the cooks who pre-
pared it with such great care; St. Andrew 
the Apostle Church for being a gracious 
host; the organizers; and the many people 
who helped the day of the event. 

It was a warm community event, rais-
ing about $4400.

Raging Grannies Arrive in CNY
Any woman aged 40 and above who 
likes to sing (not necessarily well) and 
have and cause fun while spreading the 
message of peace and justice is a poten-
tial Raging Granny. Originally formed in 
Victoria, BC in 1987, the Grannies have 
since spread across Canada, the US and 
even to Greece, Australia and the UK. 
CNY Grannies meet the third Sunday of 
every month and occasionally in between 
for rehearsals. Contact Joan at 478-9580; 
j_conley@verizon.net or call SPC.
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The beginning of the invasion of the Americas by Europeans. From 
1492: What Is It Like to Be Discovered? (Deborah Small with Maggie 
Jaffe, Monthly Review Press).

Phil is a Professor of Religion at Syracuse 
University and a member of Neighbors of 
the Onondaga Nation.

 Challenging the “Doctrine of Discovery” 
Religious Roots of Cultural Imperialism and Environmental Destruction

Philip P. Arnold 

The “Doctrine of Discovery,” which legiti-
mizes the enslavement of non-Christians 
by Christians in the Western Hemisphere 
and the taking of their lands, is a religious 
and legal concept that originated with Papal 
Bulls (letters from the Pope) issued in the 
15th century. In particular, two bulls, the 
Law of Nations of 1452 and 
the Inter Caetera Bull of 1493 
(written only a few short months 
after Columbus’ return to Spain), 
authorized the Kings of Portugal 
and Spain to exploit Africa and 
the Americas for slaves and lands 
to enrich the Catholic Church. At 
the time it was understood that 
Christianity had to be promoted 
throughout the known world at 
all costs.

In May, 2005 I attended a 
meeting at the United Nations 
organized by Indigenous people 
from across the US to discuss 
the devastating consequences 
of the “Doctrine of Discovery.” 
The panel included Tonya 
Gonella Frichner, founder of the 
American Indian Law Alliance; 
Oren Lyons, Faithkeeper of the 
Onondaga Nation; Esmeralda Brown, 
Southern Caucus of Non-Governmental 
Organizations; Alex White Plume, Oglala 
Nation; Birgil Kills Straight, Oglala Nation; 
and Steven Newcomb, Indigenous Law 
Institute. Because those Papal bulls were 
rooted in cultural imperialism, the Holy 
See of the Vatican has been called on for 
twenty years to rescind them. The evidence 
is clear that, even though these bulls were 
written over 500 years ago, it is of urgent 
concern to all Indigenous people that they 
be rescinded.

Basis of US Law 
US law rests on the “Doctrine of Discovery,” 
particularly around issues of land title. The 
Doctrine justified the taking of land from 
the original inhabitants of the Americas. 

Writing in 1823 for the Supreme Court rul-
ing in Johnson v. McIntosh, Chief Justice 
John Marshall said the doctrine meant that 
“unoccupied lands” were those “lands 
occupied by Indians, but unoccupied by 
Christians.” Since then the “Doctrine of 
Discovery” has been regularly cited by legal 
scholars (Henry Weaton, B.A. Hinsdale, 
and George Grafton Wilson) and in court 
decisions. 

people. Interactions with non-Christians in 
the Americas were never genuine inter-cul-
tural exchanges but cultural appropriations. 
The Europeans’ first action on landfall was 
taking possession of the land on behalf of 
European monarchs. They placed two flags 
in the sand—one for the King and one for 
the Church.

The legacy of the “Doctrine of 
Discovery” has been devastating. Intractable 

social problems of racism, religious 
intolerance and a bourgeoning en-
vironmental crisis are directly tied 
to it. The varied belief systems 
of people throughout the world 
are becoming homogenized into 
a single, imperialist worldview. 
The traditional Christian world-
view that humans are to dominate 
and subdue the earth has lead to 
environmental degradation at an 
alarming rate of speed. 

Rescind the Bulls
While calling for the revocation 
and rescinding of these 15th century 
bulls is clear for the Indigenous 
peoples of the world, it is just as 
clear a necessity that those of us 
who are Immigrant people join 
in this appeal to the Vatican. 

Europeans, escaping tyrannical rulers in 
Europe by coming to the Americas, ben-
efitted profoundly from their associations 
with Native Americans. For example, bless-
ings of new foods, new forms of leader-
ship (including our democratic principles), 
and ideas about women’s rights flowed to 
European-American inhabitants from their 
Indigenous neighbors.

Unfortunately, I predict that the Vatican 
will not seriously entertain the call to rescind 
the 15th century Papal Bulls. It would be 
seen as a sign of weakness to admit that 
Christianity is just one religious option 
among many others. Most religions in the 
world readily acknowledge that there are 
wide divergences of worldviews. Diversity 
is a fact of life which allows life to continue. 
The Church only demonstrates its weakness 
by promoting a single authentic religious 
view. All genuine inter-cultural interaction 
proceeds from the humble assumption that no 
human being, no culture, no religion has 
all the answers to life’s questions.

Another key decision was Tee-Hit-Ton 
v. United States (1955), which evoked the 
concept of “Manifest Destiny,” justifying 
Protestant immigrants taking land in the 
name of their Christian god. Then, in the 
Supreme Court decision Sherrill v. Oneida 
Indian Nation (March 29, 2005), Justice 
Ginsberg, arguably the most liberal justice 
on the court, wrote the decision against the 
Oneida Nation’s claim that their purchasing 
land which had been illegally taken by New 
York State could restore it to their aboriginal 
territory. The first citation in that decision 
was the “Doctrine of Discovery.”

Enormous Consequences
The 15th century Papal Bulls assumed 
the superiority of Christianity over all 
other religious options. Although the 
precedent of religious intolerance had 
been set in Christian’s interactions with 
Jews and Muslims previous to the “Age of 
Discovery,” intolerance rose exponentially 
when Europeans engaged with Indigenous 
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Continued on page 8

Summer Sampler: Websites and books to keep you thinking

Whether you are whiling away your days 
at the beach or just hangin’ out in front of 
your computer on a warm summer day, 
you may enjoy turning a couple of pages 
for reflection and inspiration or striking 
a few keys for peace and justice. Below 
are a number of interesting suggestions. 
Enjoy!!

Websites 
www.revbilly.com
“Reverend Billy and the Church of Stop 
Shopping” is a funny and engaging cam-
paign with “Retail Interventions.” The 
site is loaded with clever ideas, including 
a script for nonviolent civil disobedience 
called “Death by Latté, A Tragedy,” and an 
audio from the Shopocalypse Tour.

www.theyesmen.org
In 1999 two people set up a parody of 
the World Trade Organization website at 
www.gatt.org. It was mistaken for the real 
thing and eventually the two found them-
selves invited to speak as representatives of 
the organization they opposed, delivering 
shocking satires. 

www.optruth.org/
First-hand accounts from US troops that 
served on the ground in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Intense sections on issues including the 
mental strain of war, depleted uranium, 
the wounded. Includes a variety of view-
points. 

www.boondocksnet.com
Not the cartoon, this site is fantastic for its 
coverage of the history of US imperialism. 
It includes hundreds of labor songs, poems, 
etc., and has one of the largest collections 
of historical political cartoons available 
on the web.

www.dailykos.com
Contains the dKosopedia, a collaborative 
project to build a political encyclopedia 
from a left/progressive/liberal/Democratic 
point of view while also attempting to fairly 
acknowledge the other side. 

www.freewayblogger.com
Subtitled “Free Speech: Use It or Lose 
It,” the site is full of photographs of 
strategically placed signs with messages 

such as “Rumsfailed” and “Quagmire 
Accomplished.”

http://newstandardnews.net
The NewStandard is an independent hard 
news website providing up-to-date news 
from a perspective emphasizing public 
interest. Created by Syracusans Jessica 
Azulay and Brian Dominick, it is a great 
alternative to the Post Standard and the 
New York Times.

Books
Pathologies of Power: Health, 
Human Rights and the New 
War on the Poor
Paul Farmer. University of California 
Press, 2005. 

To better under-
stand the human 
condition read Paul 
Farmer. Farmer is 
a physician who 
for years has run 
a health clinic on 
Haiti’s Central 
Plateau. Farmer is a 
man of compassion 
– combined with a 
critical mind and 
unusual capability 
and erudition. He seems inexhaustible.

Pathologies of Power is the latest of 
Farmer’s several carefully documented yet 
searing volumes focused on the poorest of 
the poor – and on the economic and social 
forces that make them so. Besides Haiti, 
Farmer takes us to other areas where he has 
investigated infectious disease: Guantanamo, 
Chiapas, Peru, Boston and the TB-ridden 
prisons of post-Soviet Russia.

Around the globe this year “an estimated 
six million people will die of tuberculosis, 
malaria and AIDS – three treatable dis-
eases that reap their grim harvest almost 
exclusively among populations without 
access to modern medical care.” Farmer 
shows how “these deaths are reflections of 
structural violence and should be a central 
concern for the human rights community” 
– a “community” Farmer criticizes for its 
neglect of social and economic rights.

Farmer asserts that “human rights abuses 

are best understood from the point of view 
of the poor.”  In his analysis and medi-
cal practice he has converted Liberation 
Theology to Liberation Medicine.

–Ed Kinane

The Impossible Will Take A 
Little While
Paul Loeb, editor. Basic Books, 
2004. 
 
Neo-cons got 
you down?  Feel-
ing lost in the 
struggle? Then 
this book is for 
you. Paul Loeb 
has compiled a 
wide variety of 
stories and po-
etry designed to 
inspire – from 
the activist in need 
of a pick-me-up to 
the pessimist who 
thinks the red states have already won. In 
addition to the  inspirational stand-bys 
such as Nelson Mandela and Arundhati 
Roy, Loeb’s book includes the struggles 
of less famous figures. Billy Wayne Sinclair 
describes his battles with the Louisiana 
prison system to gain rights for prisoners, 
and a monologue about grief from Native 
author Sherman Alexie manages to be at 
once whimsical and heart-wrenching.

If you’re looking for strategy and 
tactics, however, this book can be slow 
and even sappy. Loeb hasn’t given us a 
manual for action, but instead a collec-
tion of writings intended to lift us up when 
we feel as if there’s no hope. Not every 
piece in this book is a gem, but there are 
enough compelling stories to make it a 
worthwhile read. Perhaps the best part is 
that with such diversity, each reader is sure 
to find at least one anecdote that speaks 
to his/her current situation – something 
that will encourage us when the struggle 
seems truly impossible. Loeb’s contributors 
collectively remind us that perseverance 
is the surest path to hope. 

   –Matt Walton
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Continued on next page

Howard Zinn is a columnist for The Progressive 
magazine (to subscribe, call 1-800-827-0555 
or visit www.progressive.org). This is an ex-
cerpt from his August, 2000 column.

The Bombs of August
Dispelling the Myth of Lives Saved by the Hiroshima Bomb
Howard Zinn

The bombing of Hiroshima remains sacred 
to the American Establishment and to a very 
large part of the population in this country. 
I learned that when, in 1995, I spoke at the 
Chautauqua Institute about Hiroshima, it 
being the 50th anniversary of the atomic 
bombing. There were 2,000 people in that 
huge amphitheater and as I explained why 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki were unforgivable 
atrocities, perpetrated on a Japan ready to 
surrender, the audience was silent. Well, not 
quite. A number of people shouted angrily 
at me from their seats.

Understandable. To question Hiroshima 
is to explode a precious myth – that America 
is different from the other imperial powers 
of the world, that other na-
tions may commit unspeak-
able acts, but not ours.

Further, to see it as a 
wanton act of gargantuan 
cruelty rather than as an 
unavoidable necessity (“to 
end the war, to save lives”) 
would be to raise disturb-
ing questions about the 
essential goodness of the 
“good war.”

What could be more 
horrible than the burning, 
mutilation, blinding, ir-
radiation of hundreds of 
thousands of Japanese men, 
women, children? And yet 
it is absolutely essential for 
our political leaders to de-
fend the bombing because 
if Americans can be induced to accept that, 
then they can accept any war, any means, 
so long as the warmakers can supply a 
reason. And there are always plausible 
reasons delivered from on high.

That is why the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki is important, because if citi-
zens can question that, if they can declare 
nuclear weapons an unacceptable means, 
even if it ends a war a month or two earlier, 

they may be led to a larger question – the 
means (involving forty million dead) used 
to defeat Fascism.

The principal justification for oblit-
erating Hiroshima and Nagasaki is that it 
“saved lives” because otherwise a planned 
US invasion of Japan would have been 
necessary, resulting in the deaths of tens of 
thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands. 
Truman at one point used the figure “a half 
million lives,” and Churchill “a million 
lives,” but these were figures pulled out 
of the air to calm troubled consciences; 
even official projections for the number 
of casualties in an invasion did not go 
beyond 46,000.

render.”
The Japanese had begun to move to end 

the war after the US victory on Okinawa, 
in May of 1945, in the bloodiest battle of 
the Pacific War. After the middle of June, 
six members of the Japanese Supreme War 
Council authorized Foreign Minister Togo 
to approach the Soviet Union, which was 
not at war with Japan, to mediate an end to 
the war “if possible by September.”

Togo sent Ambassador Sato to Moscow 
to feel out the possibility of a negotiated 
surrender. On July 13, four days before 
Truman, Churchill, and Stalin met in Potsdam 
to prepare for the end of the war (Germany 
had surrendered two months earlier), Togo 

sent a telegram to 
Sato: “Unconditional 
surrender is the only 
obstacle to peace. It is 
his Majesty’s heart’s 
desire to see the swift 
termination of the 
war.”

The United States 
knew about that tele-
gram because it had 
broken the Japanese 
code early in the war. 
American officials 
knew also that the 
Japanese resistance to 
unconditional surrender 
was because they had 
one condition enor-
mously important to 
them: the retention of 

the Emperor as symbolic leader. Former 
Ambassador to Japan Joseph Grew and 
others who knew something about Japanese 
society had suggested that allowing Japan to 
keep its Emperor would save countless lives 
by bringing an early end to the war.

Yet Truman would not relent, and the 
Potsdam conference agreed to insist on 
“unconditional surrender.” This ensured 
that the bombs would fall on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.

It seems that the United States gov-
ernment was determined to drop those 
bombs.

Veterans Dick Weiskopf, Sam Feld and Bill Griffen marching in Syracuse’s Hiroshima 
procession in August, 2002. This year’s procession will be held on Tuesday, August 9, 
gathering at 11:30 am at City Hall. Photo: Paul Pearce

In fact, the bombs that fell on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki did not forestall an invasion 
of Japan because no invasion was neces-
sary. The Japanese were on the verge of 
surrender, and American military leaders 
knew that. General Eisenhower, briefed 
by Secretary of War Henry Stimson on 
the imminent use of the bomb, told him 
that “Japan was already defeated and that 
dropping the bomb was completely un-
necessary.”

After the bombing, Admiral William 
D. Leary, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, called the atomic bomb “a barbarous 
weapon,” also noting that: “The Japanese 
were already defeated and ready to sur-
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Bombs / continued from previous page

But why? Gar Alperovitz, whose research on that question 
is unmatched (The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb, Knopf, 
1995), concluded, based on the papers of Truman, his chief adviser 
James Byrnes, and others, that the bomb was seen as a diplomatic 
weapon against the Soviet Union. Byrnes advised Truman that 
the bomb “could let us dictate the terms of ending the war.” The 
British scientist P.M.S. Blackett, one of Churchill’s advisers, wrote 
after the war that dropping the atomic bomb was “the first major 
operation of the cold diplomatic war with Russia.”

There is also evidence that domestic politics played an im-
portant role in the decision. In his book, Freedom From Fear: 
The United States, 1929-1945 (Oxford, 1999), David Kennedy 
quotes Secretary of State Cordell Hull advising Byrnes, before 
the Potsdam conference, that “terrible political repercussions 
would follow in the US” if the unconditional surrender principle 
would be abandoned. The President would be “crucified” if he 
did that, Byrnes said. Kennedy reports that “Byrnes accord-
ingly repudiated the suggestions of Leahy, McCloy, Grew, and 
Stimson,” all of whom were willing to relax the “unconditional 
surrender” demand just enough to permit the Japanese their 
face-saving requirement for ending the war.

Of course, political ambition was not the only reason for 
Hiroshima, Vietnam, and the other horrors of our time. There 
was tin, rubber, oil, corporate profit, imperial arrogance. There 
was a cluster of factors, none of them, despite the claims of our 
leaders, having to do with human rights, human life.

We face a problem of the corruption of human intelligence, 
enabling our leaders to create plausible reasons for monstrous 
acts, and to exhort citizens to accept those reasons, and train 
soldiers to follow orders. So long as that continues, we will 
need to refute those reasons, resist those exhortations.

618 Kensington  Rd  
off  Westcott  Street  

Between Euclid & Broad  
Open 7 days       9 to 9   

472.1385

100% 
of the co-op�s  

electricity is green  

Letter to the Editor
The June PNL featured a piece by Karen Hall, which spoke 

of why SPC marches in both the CNY Pride and Juneteenth 
Parades. She wrote that we march as a lesson to those who 
haven’t marched before – that there is a strong community 
“ready to struggle along-side them, ready to laugh, wear red, 
eat ribs, dance and shout until all of us are free.”

The PNL received an email from Mary Kelly Black, President 
of the Seneca Humane Society, stating in part:

“It was uplifting to read of this comprehensive, collective 
march, until I read the jarring “eat ribs.” Do we really believe 
that true liberation is based on the slaughter and consumption 
of other creatures?”

Karen’s response:
“Even as a vegetarian, I can acknowledge and accept that 
some of the descendants of those fed on the master’s scraps 
may celebrate by eating barbecue. Coalition across differences 
raises many difficult matters, but the way to liberation is one 
communal step at a time.”

We thank both Mary Kelly and Karen for their thoughts, 
and welcome letters to the editor. We encourage conversation 
about issues that matter. Send us your thoughts.

Summer Sampler / continued from page 6

If On a Winter’s Night    
a Traveler
Italo Calvino 
(trans.by William Weaver). 
Harvest Books/HBJ, 1982. 

If your idea of a good summer 
read is to rest in the familiar ter-
ritory of a genre novel, to slip 
into the quiet rhythms of an oft-
traveled journey, then stay away 
from If On a Winter’s Night a 
Traveler by the Italian master, 
Italo Calvino. However, if you 
hunger for the unexpected, if you 
delight in undiscovered territories, 
and if you are ready for a novel 
that will transport your spirit and your imagination, then don’t 
waste a moment. Acquire this book and prepare yourself for a 
read like no other. As John Updike said in his review, Calvino 
“manages to charm and entertain the reader in the teeth of a 
scheme designed to frustrate all reasonable readerly expecta-
tions.” Consider yourself warned – and invited!

–Jim Brulé
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Jackie volunteers for SPC and graduated 
from SUNY Stony Brook last August with a 
Political Science degree. She spent a semester 
in Ecuador and a month traveling through 
Peru and Bolivia.

Latin America Challenges US Intervention 
Jackie Hayes 

In early June 2005 the Organization of 
American States (OAS) voted against a 
US proposal to create a permanent com-
mittee to monitor the development and 
exercise of democracy in the Americas. 
Twenty-eight countries refused to sign the 
proposal, including Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, all 
major political players in the region. Most 
felt the proposal violated the organization’s 
charter, which emphasizes sovereignty and 
non-intervention. The OAS’ rejection of the 
proposal is part of a growing trend in Latin 
America, one that opposes US intervention, 
including economic pressure from outside 
institutions like the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and World Bank.

Early US Intervention 
US intervention in Latin and South America 
dates back to the mid-1800s. One of the 
most notable early interventions was the 
Mexican-American War, in which the US 
took a huge portion of Mexico’s land, cut-
ting the country in half. 

In 1898, the US intervened when Cuba 
was engaged in its own war for independence 
from Spain, mainly to reap the benefits of 
aiding Cuba, which included unfettered 
US economic intervention and the clas-
sification of Cuba as a US protectorate. 
Concurrent with substantial and growing 
US corporate presence, there was also 
increasing anti-American sentiment in 
Cuba, leading to the overthrow of the 
US-imposed dictator, Fulgencio Batista, 
by Fidel Castro in 1959.

While earlier US interventions in Latin 
America were defined by geographical 
proximity, they were also fueled by the 
same sense of moral, political and cul-
tural superiority, that has continued into 
the present. 

Pan-American Union and 
Militarizing the South 

As the US began to accelerate its 
imperialist agenda in the Western 
Hemisphere, those in power saw 
the need for a hemisphere-wide 
alliance. This emerged in 1889, 
with the creation of the Pan-
American Union, later renamed 
the Organization of American 
States (OAS), which is still a 
powerful political force today. 
Since the US was concerned 
with maintaining economic in-
fluence over Western Europe, 
the Pan-American Union lim-
ited its initial role to economic 
matters and was used as a tool 
for the US to manipulate Latin 
American politics.

After World War I, as 
Europe’s economy and hege-
mony was in decline, the US 
took the opportunity to secure its place as 
a global superpower, including heightened 
control over Latin America. During this 
post-WWI period the US military occupied 
multiple countries, including Cuba from 
1917 to 1922, the Dominican Republic 
from 1916 to 1924, Haiti from 1915 to 
1934, and Nicaragua from 1912 to 1933. 
In the cases of Cuba and Nicaragua, US 
military occupation was deemed necessary 
to crush liberal movements opposing US 
imperialism. 

During this time US foreign policy 
stressed the establishment of military bases, 
the sale of arms, easy access to raw materials 
and heightened military relations with all 
Latin American countries to ensure allies 
for future conflicts, especially as it became 
apparent that Europe was headed towards 
another major war.  

Creation of OAS and Counter-
Insurgency
The US emerged from WWII seemingly 
unscathed in comparison to Europe and 
Japan. During the Cold War era, the US pres-
sured Latin American governments to take 
a hard-line stance against the Soviet Union 
and their own domestic communist parties. 
In 1946, the School of the Americas (SOA) 
was established in Panama to train Latin 
American soldiers in counter-insurgency 
tactics including torture, and was used as 
a vehicle for US military intervention. As 
human rights violations in Latin America 

have come to light over the past decades, 
counter-insurgency has been generally ac-
knowledged to mean attacks on individuals 
and grassroots organizations; disappearances 
and assassinations of health care workers, 
teachers, indigenous and campesino lead-
ers, labor organizers, and religious leaders. 
These in-country people were often killed 
under the guise of being members of a 
communist party, rather than as members 
of grassroots organizations seeking more 
dignified and just lives for the marginalized 
in their country. Where formal investiga-
tions have taken place, countless human 
rights violations have been attributed to 
many SOA graduates. 

Since the US wanted guaranteed soli-
darity against the Soviet Union, the OAS 
was created in 1948 from the foundations 
of the Pan-American Union, and the Rio 
Pact was introduced, which was a treaty 
defining any attack against an “American” 
state as an attack against all.

In the early 1960s, following Batista’s 
overthrow by Castro in Cuba, the US per-
ceived communism as a growing threat 
in Latin America. Realizing that part of 
the appeal of communist ideology could 
be explained by economic factors such as 
the widening gap between the rich and 
poor, the US adapted a foreign policy 
that acknowledged social reform issues. 
Entitled the “Alliance for Progress,” part 

Continued on next page

Graphics from Historia de El Salvador. Equipo Maiz, 1998.
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of this new plan included a piece (covered 
minimally in the press) that authorized 
counter-insurgency as a tactic to fight guer-
rilla movements. One infamous outcome 
of increased counter-insurgency activity 
was the death in 1973 of democratically 
elected Chilean President, Salvador Allende  
during a violent US-supported coup that 
resulted in the installation of Pinochet, a 
ruthless military dictator.

The Rise of Neo-liberalism
During the 1970s OPEC quadrupled the 
price of oil, spurring an economic boost 
for crude oil exporting countries like 
Venezuela. Yet, when oil prices took a 
dive in the late 1980s many countries, 
including Mexico, Brazil and Argentina, 
borrowed heavily from international lending 
institutions like the World Bank to man-
age their growing deficits, which they 
reasoned would be repaid once oil prices 
increased. Instead those countries worked 
themselves into outstanding debts, which 
lending agencies, like the IMF, WTO and 
World Bank, exploited to force structural 
adjustment programs.

In the early 1990s, as the US began 
to feel economic pressures from Europe, 
Japan and China, and as Latin American 
debt intensified, the US began to advocate 
neo-liberal policies as a way to solve Latin 
America’s economic woes. NAFTA was passed 
in January 1994, eradicating trade barriers 
between the US, Canada and Mexico. The 
IMF, WTO and World Bank continued to 
provide aid under the condition that a country 
open its markets to foreign investment by 
selling off state owned companies and lim-
iting tariffs. Those institutions particularly 
advocated for the privatization of oil, gas 
and other equally lucrative resources.

 

Present Opposition 
Repeated US intervention has been dam-
aging to Latin America, since the US has 
historically pressured Latin American 
governments to fall in line with the US’ 
agenda through organizations like the 
OAS. The creation of the OAS came out 
of a Cold War mentality and facilitated US 
intervention, including covert CIA opera-
tions. The structural adjustment programs, 
often forced on countries by the IMF or 
World Bank, have not helped alleviate debt 
or increase capital flow into Latin America. 

In fact, neo-liberalism has hindered social 
reform and perpetuated grave disparities in 
wealth. Many Latin American governments 
and people have been speaking out against 
the neo-liberal economic policies imposed 
on their governments. Currently, histori-
cally suppressed leftist movements have 
been growing in several Latin American 
countries including Venezuela and Bolivia, 
movements which advocate opposition to 
US intervention, neo-liberalism and multi-
national corporate imperialism. 

Venezuela and Bolivia 
An article published by Reuters on June 20 
reported that Venezuela would not be will-
ing to cooperate with the CIA. Venezuelan 
Interior Minister, Jesse Chacon stated, “It 
would be difficult for us to work with the 
CIA ... which has toppled governments in 
Chile, Guatemala, Grenada and Nicaragua 
and is trying to topple this one as well.” 
The Venezuelan government has been able 
to advocate and maintain leftist policies, 
including friendly relations with Cuba, but 
still fears US military intervention. Refusing 
to work with the CIA could limit US access 
into Venezuela.

Aside from opposing CIA involvement, 
Venezuela is also challenging foreign oil 
companies. Venezuela is the fifth largest 
exporter of oil in the world and supplies 
over 15% of US oil imports. In early April, 
the Venezuelan Energy Ministry made state-
ments that it plans to begin a full-scale tax 
investigation into all foreign firms operating in 
the oil industry. Venezuela expects to recoup 
about $2 billion following the conclusion 
of the investigations. Chavez also plans to 
alter thirty two oil contracts with companies 
including Chevron Texaco Corp. and Conoco 
Phillips, forcing them into joint contracts 
with the state. Venezuela would then hold 
51% stake in all oil ventures, substantially 
increasing the government’s oil revenue.

Traditionally, external governments and 
corporations have exploited Latin American 
countries for their valuable resources. By 
increasing control over their oil, Venezuela 
could alter the terms of oil contracts to re-
flect the wishes of Venezuelans. Increased 
revenue and control could substantially alter 
the relationship between Venezuela, the 
US and foreign corporations, potentially 
allowing for increased sovereignty. 

In early June 2005, Bolivia was 
nearly crippled by overwhelming rebellion. 
Protesters surrounded La Paz for weeks, 
blocking all traffic in and out of the city. 
The protesters, mainly indigenous, were 

demanding the 
resignation of 
P r e s i d e n t 
Carlos Mesa, 
in part due to 
his conserva-
tive stance on 
gas and oil na-
tionalization. 

A f t e r 
pers is tent 
p r o t e s t s , 
which included the take-over of three 
British Petroleum oilfields and four Repsol 
oilfields, as well as a pipeline station along 
the Chilean border, President Carlos Mesa 
resigned. Mesa’s temporary successor, Head 
of Senate Hormando Vaca Diez, also declined 
the Presidency after massive protests blocked 
Parliament’s attempt to hinder his appoint-
ment. Protesters demanded the nationalization 
of oil and gas, as well as increased avenues 
to democratic participation, mainly through 
a constituent assembly.

During the weeks of protest, US of-
ficials made numerous statements in sup-
port of President Mesa and warned that 
continued protests could lead to civil war. 
Yet, protestors persisted in having their im-
mediate demands met with limited physical 
confrontation. The resignation of Mesa is 
proof that Bolivians can affect the fate of 
their resources.

  

US-Latin American Future 
Relations
If Latin America is going to break away from 
the colonial bondage continuously imposed 
by the US since the early 1800s, it will be 
through consistent collective actions. In ad-
dition to Venezuela and Bolivia, there have 
been large protests in Guayaquil, Ecuador in 
opposition to the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement. As in Venezuela, Ecuadorian 
Energy Minister claimed Ecuador would 
also be reviewing their contracts with foreign 
oil companies. 

The OAS has already won the diplo-
matic battle, denying the US authorization 
to intervene under the auspices of improving 
democracy, and countries like Venezuela, 
Bolivia and Ecuador are beginning to de-
mand control of their natural resources. 
The relationship between the US and Latin 
America is changing, mainly because the 
economic policies that the US so intensely 
advocated have failed to pay off. Also at play 
here is the determination of grassroots 
organizations to fight back.

LA / continued from previous page
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Kevin lives in Syracuse and is an organizer 
for the Military Alternatives Education 
Project (MAEP).

Kevin Caron Jr.

Let’s pretend that war is a game like football 
or baseball. If you were the coach for the 
US team you would probably be sweating 
bullets for many reasons. Many of the play-
ers are permanently disabled (dead), while 
even more are injured. Also your scouts 
(recruiters) have been hard pressed to fill 
the ranks, and if that wasn’t enough, you 
hear the chatter of dissention. The players 
have found the management to be corrupt 
and unfair. The team itself has been told 
to cheat and many are coming to face 
their consciences. In reality, however, the 
troops are not dissenters, but human be-
ings. As children they were told that war 
was a game, from the guns that were their 
toys to the video games that simulated the 
action, explosions, and bloodshed. Only 
after seeing the awful truths of a criminal 
war and watching too many die without an 
ability to push the reset button, a realiza-
tion appears that war is not a game at all. 
Now, for many, walls of illusions crumble 
as traumatized minds try to obtain peace 
and reach out for help.

Personal Testimonies
Testimonials reveal the truths of this 
unjust war. 
Sgt. Kevin Benderman writes: 

“The little girl’s arm was burned all the 
way [to] her shoulder and I don’t mean just 
a little blistered, I mean she had third degree 
burns the entire length of her arm and she 
was crying in pain because of the burns.” 

Jeremiah Alder, a recruit who went 
absent without leave (AWOL) felt even 
more disillusioned by the military and its 
goals when he “met a lot of people who 
wanted to kill Arabs.”

Josh Sanders was met with insensitivity 
and active denial while hospitalized due 
to his service in Iraq: “They asked me if I 
missed my wife. Well, yeah I missed my 
wife. This is not the freaking problem here. 
Did you ever put your foot through a five-

year old’s skull?” 
Ryan Johnson heard stories like these 

and fled to Canada before deployment: 
“That’s the part that kind of started 
scaring me that, you know, there 
were people going over there and 
they were killing people, and they 
were coming back without any 
problems. But other people that 
I was talking to that had, you 
know, and actually came back 
and been really hurt by it, seen a 
lot of really bad things and done 
a lot of bad things that – that’s 
what began to get me thinking it 
wasn’t the best thing to do.”

These stirring testimonies are a 
small sampling of the voices of the 
more than 5,500 troops who have been 
classified as deserters since the invasion of 
Iraq. It’s not just exposure to war crimes 
but also the occupation built upon lies and 
prolonged deployment in dangerous ter-
ritories that have caused the spirit of the 
troops to plummet. The GI rights hotline, a 
service that counsels troops looking to go 
AWOL or apply for conscientious objec-
tor (CO) status, has been receiving 3,000 
calls a month.  

Being discharged as a CO is not a 
new idea. According to the Center on 
Conscience and War there were 3,500 
CO’s in WWI; 37,000 in WWII; and 
4,300 in the Korean War. These numbers 
increased dramatically during the Viet Nam 
War to 200,000. CO status became more 
difficult to obtain during the first Gulf War. 
The military passed 111 CO claims before 
pulling the plug, resulting in 2,500 troops 
in prison. Active duty military personnel 
have limited opportunities to register their 
protest over military policy and actions. 
Conscientious objection status is vital to 
maintaining troops’ rights.

Applying for CO Status
To claim CO status during active duty sol-
diers must report their change of beliefs to 
the commanding officer. Many applicants 
report receiving harassment and condemna-
tion from their units publicly, although they 
receive support from comrades in private. 
Testimonials have disclosed that officers 

have attempted to dissuade soldiers from 
applying for CO status by threatening them 
with court martial. 

Obtaining CO status while active is 
difficult. Only a small number who apply 
will have claims granted, and only after 
waiting a year for the claim to be processed. 
A CO claimant must prove to a review 
board that they oppose war in any form for 
moral, ethical or religious reasons. Military 
duration is also a factor. The military is 
much more reluctant to grant CO status 
to officers in whom they have invested 
specialized training than a private who 
was possibly misinformed by recruiters 
about the reality of war. 

Many support groups, like the GI Rights 
Hotline, provide counseling services in-
forming troops of their rights concerning 
AWOL and CO status. One such group, 
American Voices Abroad, has been formed 
to council troops and military families 
stationed in Europe and Asia. 

To Learn More 
www.peacecouncil.net/MAEP
www.avaworld.net
www.truthout.org
www.bendermandefense.org
w w w. d e m o c r a c y n o w. o r g /
article.pl?sid=05/06/07/1334238

“Sorry Uncle Sam, I can’t kill 
for your wars anymore.”

SPC Graphic: Robert Dorschel
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Patriot Act / continued from cover

Hansen’s Financial Services

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153       800-318-9780
Email:  sue@hansensfinancial.com

Web: hansensfinancial.com
Susan S. Hansen  CFP,CLU

The
Sagacious

Investor
TM

Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are

Invest your money in companies building the 
kind of future you value. You have the option of 
choosing companies that demonstrate corporate 
responsibility.

Fair trade: 
Each purchase makes

a difference 
Unique, handmade gifts 

 for all occasions
4471 East Genesee St.  446-0326 - www. Fairworldmarketplace.com 

Crafters, Agencies and 
Volunteers Sought

We need you 
to make the Fair happen.

  

Sunday, September 18 noon to 7 pm
(rain date is 9/25)   

For info on volunteering and participating, 
contact: 703-6848, or info@westcottfair.org, or 

www.westcottfair.org.

Encouraging News
In mid-June, the House of Representatives 
voted 238 to 187 to deny funding for the 
provision which allows the FBI to demand 
the library or bookstore records of library 
patrons who are not even suspected of 
wrongdoing. This was accomplished by 
the Sanders Amendment to an appropriations 
bill. Forty Republicans joined Democrats 
in support of it, even in the face of a veto 
threat by Bush. Such action is most en-
couraging, for it seems to show that there 
is still some life in Congress. 

This victory was accomplished in part 
by a massive telephone calling, emailing and 
letter-writing campaign across the country. 
However, our local Representative, James 
T. Walsh, voted against it. In talking with 
his staff in Washington, I was informed 
that his vote was based on some indication 
that the 9/11 terrorists had used a library 
connection. I am appalled by the shallow-

ness of this rationale. 
Supporters of USAPA argue that the 

rules about access to library and bookstore 
records are a potentially useful tool in finding 
terrorists, and claim that the House’s vote 
made libraries safe havens for them. 

Supporters of eliminating the library 
and bookstore provision say that the law 
gives the FBI too much leeway to use this 
secret court to go on fishing expeditions of 
people’s reading habits, and that innocent 
people could get tagged as potential terror-
ists based on what they check out from a 
library. Representative Jerold Nadler (D-
NY) suggests a more conventional method 
of investigating crime: “If the government 
suspects someone is looking up how to 
make atom bombs, go to a court and get 
a search warrant.” 

Action Necessary
For those of us opposed to the provision 
on library and bookstore records, now is 
not the time to relax. Our efforts must 
continue. While the Sanders Amendment 
has passed the House, it may not clear the 
Senate. If some version passes both houses, 
the resulting Conference Committee could 
still severely alter its provisions. In the 

John is the representative of Peace Action of 
CNY on the BORDC, and is a long-time peace 
activist. Contact him at jbrule3@twcny.rr.com 
for more information.

TO LEARN MORE

CNY BORDC–Barrie Gewanter, 
director@cnyclu.org or 471-2821

www.bordc.org
www.aclu.org/safeandfree/
safeandfreemain.cfm

meantime, a number of libraries have be-
gun disposing of patrons’ records quickly 
so they won’t be available if sought under 
the law. 

This is not the end of Congressional ac-
tion on the USAPA. The Bush Administration 
will attempt to kill the sunset provision on 
the fifteen sections set to expire, and we 
must make sure that the sun does set on 
those provisions. Locally, the CNY Bill 
of Rights Defense Campaign (BORDC), 
a coalition of more than 20 community 
groups, is working towards that. This is 
the time to add your voice to the call for 
debate on these and other provisions of 
the USAPA. Be ready to respond when 
Congress moves to expand or reform 
the Patriot Act! 
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US Military
Wounded: 12,855
Iraqi Wounded:  No Reliable Estimate,
 but High

Implications of the War on Iraq
• The average household in Syracuse paid $2501 in federal 

income tax last year. Of that, $750 went toward military 
and defense spending, and $221 went toward interest on 
the military debt. Military spending accounted for more 
than spending on education, veterans’ benefits, housing, 
health, nutrition, job training, and natural resources, 
combined. (nationalpriorities.org)

• Electricity comes and goes in Iraq. June is hot and the 
country is prone to dust storms during which residents 
close their windows and depend on air conditioners – when 
electricity is available. For people without access to their 
own generators, the days-long blackouts make dust storms 
torturous. The health implications of the erratic power 
supply are enormous. Children and the elderly are most 
vulnerable. (ElectronicIraq.net)

• A June 19 attack on a water pipe in Baghdad knocked 
out the means by which two million people get drinking 
water. “Every day I have to drive 10 km [6 miles] to 
reach to a public water pipe where I can get water 
for washing, cleaning and drinking,” a resident said. 
(ElectronicIraq.net)

• Pentagon audits indicate that Halliburton, the largest US 
contractor in Iraq, overcharged the government more than 
$1 billion for its work. The total value of Halliburton’s 
contracts in Iraq passed the $10 billion mark last fall. 
(Chris Shumway, newstandardnews.net)

• This spring was a bad time for reporters in Iraq. Five 
journalists were arrested, five journalists were murdered, 
and eight journalists were detained. Since the beginning of 
military operations in March, 2003, at least 56 journalists 
and assistants have been killed and 29 kidnapped. 
(ElectronicIraq.net)

• Irreplaceable historical sites in Iraq have been seriously 
damaged. Dr. John Curtis of the British Museum 

recommended that “a full-scale international investigation” 
be launched “into the damage done to the archaeological 
site of Babylon during its occupation by coalition forces.” 
(Chris Shumway, newstandardnews.net)

• “The Defense Department began working yesterday with a 
private marketing firm to create a database of high school 
students ages 16 to 18 and all college students to help the 
military identify potential recruits in a time of dwindling 
enlistment in some branches.” (Washington Post, June 23, 
2005)

• Iraq’s environment, which was already among the worst in 
the world due to two previous wars and more than a decade 
of economic sanctions, has been made even worse by the 
war. One cause has been the US’ use of depleted uranium 
munitions. (Chris Shumway, newstandardnews.net)

• The recently held World Tribunal on Iraq in Istanbul was 
the culmination of a series of 20 hearings held throughout 
the world, focusing on issues related to the war on Iraq, 
such as the legality of the war, the role of the United 
Nations, war crimes and the role of the media. The Jury 
of Conscience, from 10 different countries, heard 54 
testimonies. The Jury’s first recommendation was the 
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the coalition 
forces from Iraq. (worldtribunal.org/main/?#)

• What do people think of the US? A majority of people 
in India, Canada, Poland, Russia and Great Britain 
look favorably upon the US. The rest of the world does 
not. Among those countries with negative opinions are 
traditional allies like Spain, France and Germany; China, 
which holds much of the US trade debt; Pakistan, whose 
government the Bush administration installed post-9/11; 
and Lebanon, which the US helped free from its Syrian 
occupiers this year. (Pew Center for People and the Press)

Research by Joshua Shear and Carol Baum.
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MENOPAUSE COACH

WISE WOMAN HERBALIST

GRIEF WORKER

RESTORATIVE MASSAGE

MARIE SUMMERWOOD 315-479-8804

1103 Burnet Avenue 
Syracuse, NY  13203 

(315) 475-6453 
www.newschool-syr.org 

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program 

�The New School is small enough to provide personal  
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning 
activities.  It�s great  to have young and old children 
interacting and learning from each other in this unique 
school that both challenges and comforts.� 
                       -Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi 

Now Accepting Applications For Fall 

where kids love to learn 

NOW ACCEPTING ENROLLMENTS FOR THE FALL
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Healing Herbal Creams
For skin problems of all kinds

Recommended and used by Maria Treben, Europe’s most 
renowned herbalist, in her lifelong healing works. Also 
featured in her 12 million copy best-selling book, “Health 
Through God’s Pharmacy.

- Calendula (Marigold) Cream
- Comfrey Cream
- Swedish Bitters Cream
- Also available “Sensual Savvy” for vaginal 

dryness, comfort & healing.

For more information or to order, go to: 
www.SwedishBitters.com
click on “Herbal Creams” and 
“For Women Only” or contact:

Good For You Nutritionals 
110 Bismark St. 
Concordia, MO 64020 
800-944-1511

??
Syracuse Cooperative
Federal Credit Union 471-1116

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity
DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment
CertificateCertificateCertificateCertificateCertificateAPY*3.40%

Twelve Month Term
$4,000 Minimum Balance

 Rates offered as of 6/30/05
*Annual Percentage Yield

 Fees could reduce earnings on the account.
Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals.

Your savings federally insurred by NCUA

Bring them �HOME� to SCFCU!  DO YOU

  KEEP YOUR SAVINGS

  SOMEPLACE ELSE?

     Our rates are better than the banks,

    Your savings are insured by NCUA

   AND your money stays right here in Syracuse,

  doing 
good ri

ght where y
ou live

!

 How about keeping it

in one of these? !



        SUN           MON          TUES         WED          THURS        FRI           SAT

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. James St. and Thompson 
Rd. (Northside). 472-5478.

Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30 pm. Rt. 
20 and Lincklaen St. Cazenovia.

Free Bike Clinic for Youth.  5-        
7:30 pm. S. Presbyterian Church 
(corner Colvin St. & S. Salina St.). 
Jessica, 472-5478.

Free Bike Clinic for Youth.  5-        
7:30 pm. S. Presbyterian Church 
(corner Colvin St. & S. Salina St.). 
Jessica, 472-5478.

Free Bike Clinic for Youth.  5-
7:30 pm. Lexington Park (between 
E. Genesee St. & Lexington Ave). 
Jessica, 472-5478.

Workshop: Talking across the 
political divide. 7 pm, at SPC. 
Andy, 472-5478.

March for a Nuclear-Free Fu-
ture. Scriba to Syr. Leaves 1:30 
pm. 7 pm program at McCrobie 
Ctr, Oswego. See p. 3, 472-5478 
or www.peacecouncil.net/
hiroshima.

Peace Newsletter Mailing 
Party. 4 pm, SPC. Call to be 
sure summer schedule has not 
changed. 472-5478.

Kim and Reggie Harris perform 
at Pan-African Village at the 
NYS Fair. 5-7 pm. FREE with 
Fair admission.

CNY Raging Grannies. Con-
tact Joan for place: 478-9580, 
j_conley@verizon.net, or SPC. 
472-5478.

NOON Educational Program. 
Videos on “Doctrine of Discov-
ery”. (see page 5) 7 pm. Westcott 
Day Hab Center, 522 Westcott 
St. 472-5478.

March for a Nuclear-Free 
Future. Walk leaves Oswego 
8 am. Gathering later at Lake 
Neahtawanta, Fulton. Evening 
event in Baldwinsville.

March for a Nuclear-Free Fu-
ture. Walk from Baldwinsville to 
Onondaga Lake Park. Afternoon 
event at Park. See p. 3, 472-
5478 or www.peacecouncil.net/
hiroshima.

March for a Nuclear-Free 
Future. Walk from  Onon-
daga Lake Park to Syracuse. 
See page 3, 472-5478 or 
www.peacecounci l .net /
hiroshima.

Hiroshima/Nagasaki Dramatic 
Procession. Gather at Syr. City 
Hall 11:30 am. Walk through 
downtown to Federal Building. 
Andy, 472-5478.

Syracuse Progressive Coali-
tion Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY Labor 
Federation, 404 Oak St. Andy, 
472-5478.

Speak Out: "How to Stop the War" 
7:30 pm. Common Grounds, 35 
Albany St, Cazenovia. Lizzie, 662-
3219, ehm1005@yahoo.com.

SPC Steering Comm Mtg. 7 pm. 
924 Burnet Ave. Open to SPC 
supporters. 472-5478.

List your group’s 
event or meeting, call 

472-5478 or email: 
pnl@peacecouncil.net

EVERY SAT: Democracy 
Now! w/Amy Goodman. TW 
Cable Ch. 98, 9-11 am.

EVERY SUN: People’s 60 Min-
utes. TW Cable Ch.98. 8 pm.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. East Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd. E. (Dewitt). 472-5478.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft 
Counseling at the Peace Council. 
Noon - 3 pm.  Marge 472-5478.

EVERY THURS:  Free Legal Ser-
vices.  Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave.  6-8 pm. 478-8634.

SPC Benefit: Political Satire 
with Barry Crimmins. 
7:30 pm. May Memorial, 3800 
E Genesee St. $7-25 sliding 
scale. 472-5478.
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31     1 AUGUST    2    3        4   5    6

Syracuse United Neighbors Skunk 
City Mtg. Mundy Library, S. Geddes 
St. 7 pm, 476-7475. (Also Aug. 16)

CNY Raging Grannies. 10 
am. Joan for place: 478-9580, 
j_conley@verizon.net, or SPC.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 257 and Rt. 173 
(Manlius) 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-  
5:30 pm. Teall Ave. and Rt. 690 
(Eastside) 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45- 
5:30 pm. Main Entrance to NYS 
Fairgrounds (Solvay) 472-5478.

PFLAG Meeting. First U-U Church, 
250 Waring Rd., 7:30 pm, 446-5940. 
Help-line 635-9230. 

PFLAG Meeting. First U-U Church, 
250 Waring Rd., 7:30 pm, 446-5940. 
Help-line 635-9230. 

16

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-  
5:30 pm. S. Salina and E. Colvin 
St. (Southside) 472-5478.

Syracuse Progressive Coali-
tion Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY Labor 
Federation, 404 Oak St. Andy, 
472-5478.

28

Mon-Fri: Free breakfast (8:30-9:30 
am) and lunch (11:30-12:30 pm)  for 
19 and younger. Westcott Community 
Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave.  478-8634.

NEVER AGAIN

1st and 3rd Sundays: Syracuse 
Gay/Lesbian Catholics & Friends 
Mass. St. Andrew’s Church, 124 
Alden St. 5 pm. 636-7726.
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Syracuse United Neighbors/
Westside Meeting.  Brown Memorial 
Church, corner Davis and S. Geddes 
St. 7 pm. 476-7475.

Stonewall Committee Meeting.
6 pm. Bonnie Strunk 422-0144.

Pax Christi Monthly Meeting.  
9:30 am-noon. 208 Slocum Ave. 

Syracuse United Neighbors/
Westside Meeting.  Brown Me-
morial Church, corner Davis and 
S. Geddes St. 7 pm. 476-7475.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty:  
Columbus Circle, noon-12:30 pm. 

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
Television by, for teens. 8 pm. TW 
Cable Channel 98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY MON: Morris Dancing. West-
cott Community Center, 826 Euclid 
Ave. 7-8:30 pm. 478-8634.

EVERY THURS: Womens  Voices 
Radio. WAER-88 FM. 8 pm.

EVERY SUN: Common Threads, 
acoustic music on WAER 88.3 
FM.  2- 5 pm.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
Animal rights & environmental 
videos. 10 pm. TW Cable Ch. 
98.  People for Animal Rights.

EVERY FRI: Free Artist Work-
shops for youth. Noon-3 pm. 
Lexington Park (between E. 
Genesee St. and Lexington 
Ave.). 471-7911x230.

 

Visit SPC's Booth at Downtown 
Arts & Craftsfair. Montgomery St. 
Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-5.

“How to Write a Book” w/ Esther 
Cohen of Bread and Roses.  Delavan 
Gallery, 501 W. Fayette St., 3 pm. Do-
nations welcome. Pat, 446-2380.

Picnic at Peacework Organic 
Farm. 2-6 pm. Newark. Enter-
tainment, farm tours, potluck. 
315-331-9029.

Onondaga Creek Fest. Noon to 
6 pm. Kirk Park West. Music, food, 
kids' activities and more. FREE.

Middle Eastern Cultural Fest. 
St. Elias Church, 4988 Onondaga 
Rd., Food, music and dance. Fri. 
4-10 pm, Sat. noon-10 pm, Sun., 
noon-7 pm. FREE.

CNY SOA Abolitionists and Ca-
ribbean Latin America Coalition 
Joint Monthly Potluck Meeting. 4-7 
pm. Brady Faith Center, 404 South 
Ave. 478-4571.

Unseen America Exhibit Opening.  
Photos by low-wage workers. 7:30 
pm. Thinc Gallery, 110 W. Fayette 
St. Pat, 446-2380. Exhibit runs July 
11-August 3.

Festival Latinoamericano. 
Music, food and more. Sat. and 
Sun. 1-10 pm, Clinton Square. 
475-6153. FREE.19

NEVER AGAINNEVER AGAIN

NEVER AGAIN NEVER AGAIN

Pax Christi Monthly Meeting.            
9:30 am-noon. 208 Slocum Ave. 
Frank, 446-1693.

Syracuse United Neighbors SW 
Coalition Meeting.  7 pm.  Brady Faith 
Ctr. 404 South Ave.  476-7475.

Syracuse Peace Council
Community Calendar

July/August 2005

EVERY THURS: Cyber-Seniors 
Computer Class. 10-noon. Westcott 
Community Ctr. Steve, 478-8634.

EVERY TUES: Partnership for 
Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 pm. 
For place, call Aggie, 478-4571.


