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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice 
organization.  It is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contributions 
of its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence and 
exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  It challenges the existing unjust 
power relationships among nations, among people and between ourselves and the 
environment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination 
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, cooperation and 
a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other, nor 
can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots.  
SPC seeks to make these connections clear.  We initiate and support activities that 
help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression.  A 
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that places human 
need above monetary profit.  We establish relationships among people based on
cooperation rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other.  In both,
we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict resolution and to a process of
decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.

SPC STAFF
Carol Baum, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Paul Pearce 
(SPC Press/TV)

PEACE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Carol Baum (coordinator), Hannah Cass, Rae Kramer, 
Donna Muhs-McCarten, Melissa Osgood, Elisha Peck, 
Sara Smits. Layout: Andy Mager.

ISSN 0735-4134

Peace Newsletter Information

Article submissions: We welcome article submissions 
and ideas, but cannot guarantee their being printed in the 
next newsletter. Someone from the Editorial Committee 
will get back to you. 

Advertising: We welcome paid advertising. See peacecoun-
cil.net/pnl/ads.htm for dimensions and prices. If you are 
interested in placing an ad, it is helpful to let us know by 
the beginning of the month for the next month’s issue.

Calendar: To have an item placed on the PNL calendar, 
please send your item by the 15th of the month.

Contact the PNL editorial committee at 472-5478 or 
pnl@peacecouncil.net.

About the Cover
Karen Kerney’s adaption of the Plowshares Craftsfair poster, which 
she also designed. Thank you Karen, for sharing your gifts.

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council 
(SPC). The PNL is the newsletter of SPC as well as a forum for articles which discuss 
issues of concern to the peace and justice movement. The opinions expressed in the 
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC itself.

Subscribe to SPC’s Weekly E-Newsletter
SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s low-volume email list 
which sends an e-newsletter of upcoming events and one or two 
other emails each week. To subscribe, see the very bottom of our 
webpage, www.peacecouncil.net.
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SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203

(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm
                              Wed. til 8 pm

Staff email addresses:
Andy Mager <andy@peacecouncil.net>
Carol Baum <carol@peacecouncil.net>

Jessica Maxwell <jessica@peacecouncil.net>

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Jessica Maxwell

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

(Spanish with English subtitles, 74 min.)

Two independent filmmakers from
Ireland were inside the Venezuelan 
presidential palace on April 11, 2002, 
when Hugo Chavez was forcibly removed 
from office. They were also present 48
hours later when, remarkably, he returned 
to power. Their film records what was
probably history’s shortest-lived coup 
d’état. It’s a unique documentary about 
political maneuvering, US intervention 
and the role of the media in shaping 
public perception.

Thursday, December 15

7-8:30 pm

Westcott Community Center
(corner of Euclid and Westcott, Syracuse)

followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE

35th Annual                   
Plowshares Craftsfair

As usual, our December centerfold is 
dedicated to the Plowshares Craftsfair 
– a listing of participants and performers, 
schedule of events and more! Last year’s 
festival had been our biggest ever, but this 
year’s is even larger. We stand in awe and 
appreciation of the tremendous work done 
by the all-volunteer committee to make 
Plowshares a success. It is not only SPC’s 
largest fundraiser of the year, but also a 
crucial venue for many local artisans and 
crafters, a community gathering place and 
a glimpse of what a more just economic 
system might offer. 

Many thanks to the Plowshares Com-
mittee members: Andy Molloy, Beth Mosley, 
Barbara Floch, Lanny Freshman, Karen 
Kerney, Mardea Warner, Marie Summer-
wood, Rae Kramer and Sam Tarbania.

NOON Reaches Out
Community outreach and education remain 
the focus of Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation (NOON). Despite the shifting le-
gal landscape regarding Haudenosaunee 
claims for land, education about the basis 
and purpose of the Onondaga Land Rights 
Action is vital.

NOON has presented to several 
church groups and about half of the TNT 
(Tomorrow’s Neighborhoods Today) groups 

in Syracuse. Several Rotary presentations 
are also planned. In addition, NOON is 
working with over 20 departments and 
organizations at Syracuse University to plan 
Onondaga Land Rights and Our Common 
Future, a major educational series set to 
run from February-November 2006. Full 
details will be available in January.

To schedule a presentation, contact 
Chris Sauter at 449-9346 or noon_
education@yahoo.com.

Not Your Soldier
The Military Alternatives Education Project 
(MAEP) is battling military recruiters and 
educating about the draft and Selective 
Service. With the CNY chapter of the 
ACLU, MAEP is pushing the Syracuse 
City School District to change their policy 
in relation to the No Child Left Behind Act 
so that students will have meaningful op-
portunities to opt-out of having their contact 
information released to military recruiters. 
On November 17, the National Youth and 
Student Peace Coalition’s “Not Your Sol-
dier” Day, MAEP coalition partner SEAC 
(Student Environmental Action Coalition) 
held a guerilla theater action at Syracuse 
University. Tabling in local high schools 
continues, with recent visits to Corcoran 
and Henninger, as well as making Selec-
tive Service and draft presentations. Our 
next meeting is December 5 at the Peace 
Action/AFSC offices (2013 E. Genesee

St.) 7 pm. Contact Candace.

SPC Advisory Committee
SPC’s Advisory Committee met on Novem-
ber 7 to share ideas about program plans for 
2006 and the site search. This committee 
provides input to the Steering Committee 
that makes decisions for SPC.    
 Some key points raised:
• Without the work of the peace move-

The Syracuse Post-Standard refused to print this ad in its special Veterans Day section, insisting it 
was “political” while other ads were not.

Staff Sergeant Camilo Mejia
We thank you for

defending freedom by
serving 9 months in prison

for opposing the (illegal,unjust)
Iraq war and occupation.

With Respect,
Dik Cool
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Weekly Peace Outreach

Be a visible part of the growing opposi-
tion to the war on Iraq.

Every Thursday noon to 12:45 pm 
(note change in date and time).

• December 1 Rt. 57 and Vine 
St. (Village of Liverpool) 

• December 8 Seneca Tpk. and 
S. Salina St. (Valley)

• December 15 James St. and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside)

• December 22 Rt. 11, in front of 
Northern Lights Shopping Center 
(Mattydale)

• December 29 E. Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd. E. (Dewitt)

SPC / continued from previous

ment, support for the war would not 
have eroded the way it has.

• We should prioritize reaching teachers 
who in turn reach tens of thousands of 
students in our region.

• We need to find creative and dramatic
ways to demonstrate the horrific costs
of the war.

• We must undertake program work 
realistic for our resource base.

SPC’s Wish List
If you tend to give gifts around the winter 
holiday season, consider a gift to SPC. While 
we always appreciate financial contribu-
tions, there are many other ways you can 
support our work. A few are listed below 
(more are listed on our website).
• A small hand truck (for moving all of our 

tabling supplies to and from events!)
• Scrapbooks to preserve news clippings, 

flyers, etc.
• Good progressive films/documentaries

on DVD
• A volunteer to help maintain SPC press 

clippings
• A volunteer to coordinate the free 

distribution of PNLs locally
• Quality folding or stackable office

chairs

Activist Appreciation:                
Tim Muller

To be effective, social change organizations 
need to identify supporters, stay in touch 
with them, and help them find a way to
participate. When there are many people 
involved, like at the Peace Council, human 
brains can’t hold all the needed information. 
So, we rely on databases, which are only as 
good as their design and data entry.

SPC’s database had gotten outdated 
and unwieldy – that is, until Tim Muller 
stepped in to help. For over six months 
he has come in every Friday afternoon, 
first to clean up the database, and then to
teach himself our database program so he 
could design a new section for volunteers. 
He is persistent, meticulous, and always 
good-humored, even in the face of such a 
daunting and often frustrating task.

Tim, we thank you for helping SPC’s 
database become a more powerful orga-
nizing tool. 

A Dedication to                
Jolie Christine Rickman

The War Resisters League 2006 datebook, 
Peace-Loving Nations, features songs of 
peace and social justice and is dedicated 
to Jolie Christine Rickman. The Syracuse 
Cultural Workers 2006 Women Artists 
Datebook is also dedicated to Jolie. 

Jolie lived several years in Syracuse 
and her amazing energy, creativity and clear 
political thinking inspired many activists 
and musicians. 

Peace-Loving Nations ($14) is avail-
able for purchase at the SPC office and
will also be available at the Plowshares 
Craftsfair. You can view selections from 
the datebook at the WRL website: www.
warresisters.org.  For the Cultural Workers 
Datebook ($13.95), call 315-474-1132 or 
see www.syrculturalworkers.com. 

Please Respond to                      
Fall Fundraising 

November and December are typically 
our largest fund-raising months – due to 
the Fall Fund Appeal and Plowshares. 
However, excluding the Bentley bequest, 
we’ll have to do extremely well in order to 
break even this year. The bequest helped us 
stay afloat during recent lean months, but,
it is important to the long-term financial
health of the Peace Council to use it for 
investments (like a building), rather than 
operating expenses. 

Please respond as generously as you 
can to the fund appeal – even if you did 
not get one in the mail. Donations of $50 
or more can be made out to the A.J. Muste 
Memorial Institute (please write SPC on the 
memo line); these will be tax-deductible 
to the extent allowed by the IRS.

2006 Program Plan
Using feedback from the October 5 forum 
at the Westcott Community Center, the SPC 
Program Committee drafted an ambitious 
plan for 2006, to be discussed at the De-
cember Steering Committee meeting. At the 
heart of the proposal is a “Local Cost of the 
War” campaign that seeks to connect with 
local programs suffering as a result of the 
bloated war budget (such as low-income 
housing, education, healthcare, etc). The 
goal is to form strategic alliances to raise  
visibility of the cost of the war and to chal-
lenge its impact on our community.

We have also proposed that SPC con-
vene a committee to evaluate and redesign 

SPC’s approach to the media – including 
SPC media like the PNL and website, as 
well as our interaction with other alternative 
and mainstream media. Once the plan is 
finalized, we will need your help to make 
it all happen. Look for an update soon!

SPC Staffer Carol Baum 
Honored by NOW

On November 5, the CNY chapter of the 
National Organization for Women honored 
SPC staff person Carol Baum, as one of 
this year’s “Unsung Heroines.” Cheered on 
by some of her many friends and admirers, 
Carol received the “Community Activist 
of Honor” award for “improving the com-
munity through peace and justice.” Her 
accomplishments were introduced through 
a brief description of the real history of 
the late, and deeply honored Rosa Parks, 
who did not have a sudden moment of 
glory as is inaccurately described in many 
history books, but who was a dedicated, 
persistent, and lifelong worker in the civil 
rights movement.

With her usual grace and clarity, Carol 
accepted with acknowledgement for all who 
are “unsung,” unnoticed, and unappreci-
ated for their efforts. “Sung” or “unsung,” 
Carol works incredibly hard, and persists 
in honoring her own commitment to doing 
what is right and what needs to be done. 
We are proud of her, and glad that she 
has been recognized for the extraordinary 
contributions she makes.

- Carole Resnick 
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Karen, founder of the Community Choir, is a 
mother, counselor, and activist, and believes 
that everyone can sing, no exceptions!

Twenty Years of Singing for Peace & Justice
Karen Mihalyi

It was a hot summer night in 1975, and I 
was upstairs in SPC’s newsletter room with 
two Peace Council staffers, Barb Kobritz 
and Chris Murray. We were working on 
a flyer for Woman Harvest, a weekend
sponsored by the Women’s Information 
Center, and I wistfully mentioned that I’d 
always wanted to direct a choir. My two 
friends, energized by the emerging world 
of possibilities for women, jumped right on 
it, saying, “Why don’t you put it in the flyer
and see how many women sign up? We’ll 
mail the music and you could rehearse at 
the weekend and perform.” Yikes! A few 
weeks later, 80 women had signed up and I 
was on the way to directing my first choir.
George Johnson and I arranged the first
piece (“Hay Una Mujer” by Holly Near) 
and soon there I was, scared and excited, 
standing in front of a massive group of 
gorgeous, smiling women, teaching parts 
from a little electric keyboard. They were 
actually singing! It was beautiful and I 
was hooked.

The Woman Harvest Choir continued 
in many forms for ten years. Each fall we 
gathered at Woman Harvest to sing. Dur-
ing the year, a smaller group rehearsed 
and sang at events such as Plowshares, 
“Women By Women” shows, and even 
at the Women’s Pentagon Action (1982), 
where we organized a choir and sang to 
women as they were being arrested.

Then in 1984 I 
traveled to Nicara-
gua and witnessed the 
extraordinary work 
of ordinary people 
involved in creating a 
new democratic society. 
Music and art were 
central to this revolu-
tion and I came back 
with several important 
ideas: 1) everyone has 
a right to both experi-
ence and participate 
in creating beauty and 
culture; 2) a revolution, 
a movement for social 
change, needs music 
and art to sustain it; and 3) I would start a 
choir that included everyone. There would 
be no auditions. We would sing songs that 
would inspire and support the work needed 
to “repair the world.” 

The chance came in the spring of 
1985 when a group of activists organized 
a Peace Day at Thornden Park and I put 

out a call for singers. 100 adults and 
children showed up. We ended with 
singing “We Are the World” from the 
stage as people danced below in the 
amphitheater. 

Shortly after that, a steering 
committee was organized and the 
Syracuse Community Choir was of-
ficially born. That year we did two
significant performances that have
framed our seasons since then – we 
decided to sing on the Summer and 
Winter Solstices.  Our first summer
concert, at the United Baptist Church 
on South Beech Street, was a huge 
affair with tables from community 
groups, and a full house. That fall 
we planned our first Winter Concert
at Grace Episcopal Church to honor 

the earth and the Solstice, based on our 
growing connection with the traditions of 
the Onondaga Nation and the pagans in 
our midst. We included songs from Cha-
nukah, Kwanzaa and Christmas, traditions 
represented in the choir membership. We 
began the night honoring the dark, and then 
welcomed the light back with candles, and 
songs of peace, justice and community. 
These ideas have continued to be a part of 
many Winter Solstice Concerts. 

The years have been filled with much
more, of course. We’ve sung at rallies, 

memorial services, celebrations and events; 
we’ve celebrated International Women’s 
Day, Martin Luther King’s Birthday and my 
birthday. We’ve performed with guests like 
Pete Seeger,  Holly Near, Kim and Reggie 
Harris, Pat Humphries, Francisco Herrera 
and local dancer/choreographer, Cheryl 
Wilkins-Mitchell. We’ve collaborated with 
others such as The Paul Robeson Company, 
the Onondaga Nation, NOON (Neighbors 
of the Onondaga Nation), Peace Child, and 
the People’s Music Network.  

Some of us nursed our babies at re-
hearsals and later watched as our children 
grew and then sang with us. We’ve learned 
hundreds and hundreds of songs and shared 
them.  We’ve sung through our grief when 
singers/community members have died. 
We’ve sung for the earth and all of life. 
We’ve continued to put forward a vision 
of a world where all people matter – one 
based on cooperation rather then competi-
tion, on connection rather then isolation 
and fear, on sharing rather then greed, on 
peace rather then war, on harmony rather 
than discord.  

I am filled with pride at what we have
done. Thirty years is a long time, since 
that first Woman Harvest Choir. There is
so much to celebrate.

Come and join us! We will gather at 7 
pm on December 17 at the Palace Theater 
in Eastwood for a grand Winter Solstice/
Reunion Concert. It will be a wonderful 
event with puppets, pictures, quilts, and 
our favorite songs. If you listen carefully, 
you may hear “Hay Una Mujer,” coming 
full circle from that fall, twenty years ago, 
when the seeds for the Syracuse Community 
Choir were first planted.

The Syracuse Community Choir singing a Summer Solstice concert with 
Francisco Herrera. Photo: Marjory Wilkins-Mitchell

Karen Mihalyi joyfully directing the Syracuse 
Community Choir at the People’s Music Network 
Concert with Pete Seeger in January, 2003. Photo: Larry 
Hoyt
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Sara, a member of the PNL Editorial 
Committee, compiled this with the input of 
Peace-List and SPC Announcements readers 
(see page 2).

Beyond the Red Cross and the Mall
A Guide to Gift-Giving Alternatives

Compiled by Sara Smits

Tired of trying to find the right gift for
family and friends?  This year consider 
some alternative gift ideas that will not 
only honor the recipient but also make a 
larger impact on the lives of others.  Please 
choose from a variety of options, ranging 
from aid to hurricane and earthquake victims 
to saving gorillas in Rwanda. 
 To allow for more listings only web 
addresses are given. If you do not have 
internet access, please contact SPC and 
we’ll help. 

Hurricane Katrina Relief
Although donations to hurricane relief have 
been overwhelmingly generous, there are 
a number of grassroots organizations that 
have been overlooked during the allocation 
of aid.  Please consider donating to one of 
the following groups:

ACORN                                  
www.acorn.org]
This national grassroots community orga-
nization, headquartered in New Orleans,  
organizes displaced low-income members 
to make sure their neighborhoods get their 
fair share of aid from the government.  

Common Ground Collective 
[www.commongroundrelief.org]
A local, community-run organization that 
offers assistance, mutual aid, and support to 
New Orleans communities that have been 
historically neglected and underserved.  

Cooperative Development 
Foundation [www.cdr.coop]
Cooperatives are an important building 
block in social and economic recovery.  
They provide infrastructure and access to 
credit and markets, all of which will be 
critical as the rural economies of Alabama, 

Louisiana and Mississippi move from their 
dependence on the initial relief efforts to 
long-term sustainable recovery.  

Food Not Bombs                 
[www.foodnotbombs.net]
FNB groups all across the southern United 
States are feeding families displaced by 
Katrina. The groups need clothes, cooking 
equipment, food, cooks and money to provide 
for thousands of hungry homeless people. 
Every donation goes directly to helping 
people. FNB is familiar to many affected 
by Katrina because FNB has been sharing 
free food in communities throughout the 
area for many years and can often reach 
areas not accessible to other agencies.

Louisiana Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence             
[www.lcadvhrf.org]
Women and children are highly vulner-
able to domestic violence; the social and 
economic stress of the recent disaster has 
increased their vulnerability. LCADV has 
created a fund to assist survivors, in addi-
tion to rebuilding the five shelters lost to
Hurricane Katrina.

The People’s Hurricane Relief 
Fund and Oversight Coalition 
[www.communitylaborunited.net]
A coordinated network of community 
leaders, organizers and community-based 
organizations, PHRF is helping to meet the 
needs of people most impacted by Katrina.  
Specific activities include a story collec-
tion project and a call for solar power as 
there is still no power in some parts of 
New Orleans.  

The People’s Institute 
for Survival and Beyond           
[www.pisab.org]
The People’s Institute was created to de-
velop more analytical, culturally-rooted 
and effective community organizers. 
Through this process, it has built a national 
collective of anti-racist, multicultural com-
munity organizers who do their work with 
an understanding of history, culture, and 
the impact of racism on communities. The 

office and many of the staff’s homes were
destroyed in the hurricane.

S.O.S. – Saving Our Selves 
[www.sosafterkatrina.org]
The work of this coalition is intended 
to transcend emergency relief, and will 
extend into the recovery and restoration 
phases. Grassroots organizations, united 
with each other and their supporters, will 
be involved in creating and implementing 
strong plans for rebuilding, strengthening 
and transforming the communities and 
lives of the rural poor and working class 
in the South.

Sparkplug Foundation       
[www.sparkplugfoundation.org]
The Sparkplug Foundation provides a list-
ing of grassroots organizations that provide 
immediate disaster relief to poor people 
and people of color. These organizations 
are directed by or accountable to the people 
they serve, and foster the democratic inclu-
sion of poor people and people of color in 
the rebuilding process.

United Houma Nation      
[www.unitedhoumanation.org]
Although largely unknown to the public 
and ignored by the press, numerous Na-
tive tribes in the Gulf were impacted by 
Hurricane Katrina. The Houma Nation, 
one of those hardest hit, is reaching out 
to various Native communities throughout 
the region.

South Asia Earthquake 
Relief
ATH’ROT “Helping Hand” 
[www.athrot.org]
This is the collective effort of independent 
voluntary organizations and individuals 
to implement shared and sustained pro-
grams – both short- and long-term – for 
the rehabilitation of victims, particularly 
in inaccessible areas.  
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CARE                                     
[www.careusa.org]
CARE and its partners are delivering sup-
plies to survivors of the massive earthquake. 
With winter approaching, the people of 
Pakistan and India need tents, food, safe 
water and other essentials which CARE 
supplies.

Child Nurture and Relief   
[www.chinar.org]
CHINAR is an independent, non-profit
organization working for the psychosocial 
rehabilitation of orphaned and vulnerable 
children in conflict areas – irrespective
of race, religion, culture or gender.  The 
organization is accepting donations to help 
the victims of this disaster in India. 

Edhi International Foundation 
[www.kinderusa.org]
Edhi Foundation, with offices in the region,
sprang into action hours after the devastating 
quake hit, providing health services, food, 
shelter, and rescue operations. Currently 
they have three centers with response 
teams mobilized in Muzaffarabad and 
eight major administrative zones situated 
throughout Pakistan, all working on the 
relief efforts.  

Grassroots International 
[www.grassrootsonline.org/
weblog/earthquakeaid.html]
Grassroots International has put together 
a list of progressive groups working in 
the region affected by the earthquake.  
Listings were generated by a number of 
progressive South Asian activists in the 
United States.

Islamic Circle of North America 
Relief 
[www.icna.org]
ICNA Relief provides food packages for 
families in areas hit by the quake, and builds 
tent villages for evacuees housing more 
than 280 families. Other facilities include 
a school, clinic, kitchen, and water tanks. 
Much needed medicines, medical supplies 
and surgical equipment are also provided 
on an ongoing basis to quake victims. 

Islamic Relief
[www.islamic-relief.com]
Islamic Relief has worked in Pakistan since 
1992 on emergency relief, development and 
disaster preparedness projects. IR’s work 
is heavily focused on the areas that have 
been badly affected by the earthquake. IR 
has extensive experience in this region.

Life for Relief and Development 
[www.lifeusa.org]
LIFE, with help from AmeriCares, Brother’s 
Brother Foundation and the Organization of 
Pakistani Entrepreneurs of North America, 
is distributing medicine, tents, blankets, 
and clothes to the victims of the Pakistan 
earthquake. The humanitarian and medical 
supplies, including antibiotics as well as 
first aid kits, are being distributed by the
staff of LIFE’s office in Pakistan.

Mehergarh                          
[www.mehergarh.com]
Mehergarh, a center for learning, is launching 
a program through which youth from the 
rest of the country can join hands with the 
people of Kashmir to rebuild affected com-
munities. By working together they hope to 
go beyond the distribution of goods to more 
comprehensively address both physical and 
emotional needs of the population.  

Network for Good              
[www.networkforgood.org]
The Network for Good provides a listing of 
not-for-profit organizations doing work in
South and Central Asia to aid the victims 
of the earthquake.  

Other Alternatives
Syracuse Peace Council     
[www.peacecouncil.net]
Help the Peace Council continue to educate, 
agitate, and organize for peace and justice 
(see page 4 for suggestions).  

Clear Path International    
[www.cpi.org]
Civilians living in Viet Nam and Cambodia 
are still becoming victims of landmines and 
unexploded ordinance some 30 years after 
the end of the US war on Viet Nam. Clear 
Path International provides aid to victims 
of these invisible dangers.  

Alternative Gifts International
[www.altgifts.org]
The mission of AGI is to send authentic, life-
giving gifts to a needy world – gifts to nourish 
and sustain a more equitable and peaceful 
global community. They build partnerships 
with oppressed people in crisis and work to 
protect and preserve the earth’s endangered 
environment. AGI gives you 35 life-sustaining 
worldwide projects to choose from.Graphic: Hannah Cass
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Stephen teaches in the Writing Program at 
Syracuse University, where he received his 
MA in Creative Writing – Poetry and studied 
with Hayden Carruth and Tess Gallagher.

Poetry Peace Vigil 
Stephen Thorley

It is the duty of every poet to speak fear-
lessly and clearly.

– Sam Hamill

On Friday, October 14, 2005, about 50 
people gathered in Hanover Square in 
downtown Syracuse to attend a poetry 
for peace vigil against the war in Iraq 
(see article in November PNL). Teachers, 
students, veterans, citizens, we huddled 
together against the gray day and the chill, 
in a tight circle, body to body, straining to 
hear each others’ words. From the poems of 
published poets, to the handwritten words 
of ordinary people moved to write by their 
anger at the war, from Edna St.Vincent 
Millay to Galway Kinnell, from those of 
a high school student not born at the time 
of the Viet Nam war, to the testament of a 
Viet Nam vet, these words rose into the air 
with our breaths, bearing witness.  

Hearing this chorus of citizens’ voices 
– raised against the war machine, using 
words of their own composition as well as 
those of famous poets from our own and 
other time periods – sparked the idea that 
it would be in keeping with the mission of 
the Peace Council to witness against the 
war in this way on a regular basis. The 
Syracuse Peace Council agreed to join in 
this effort by devoting space each month 
for the words of poets among us to raise 
their voices in protest. 

This is not a new idea – Sam Hamill, 
poet, translator, publisher, activist – attended 
the vigil, which was held the morning after 
his own reading in Syracuse. Hamill is 
known for having turned down the invitation 
of Laura Bush to a poetry “symposium” 
(ironically enough titled “Poetry and the 
American Voice”) at the White House in 
March 2003 on the eve of the war. His re-
fusal to participate prompted him to write a 
letter calling on other poets to resist being 
complicit in the war effort, and ultimately 
led to the creation of the organization Poets 
Against the War. Hamill directly compares 
this effort to the outcry of poets against the 
Viet Nam war. His initial invitation to a 

few poets ultimately led to the creation of a 
website (www.poetsagainstthewar.org) and 
the production of an anthology dedicated 
to poems of protest against the war. The 
website now features over 13,000 poems, 
from poets in all 50 states and from around 
the world, including works by former SU 
poetry teachers Hayden Carruth and Tess 
Gallagher, among many others. 

Surely, as we who work for peace and 
worry about the fate of our democracy and 
the world, grow weary from listening to 
the bad news from the war front, the spin 
from the mouthpieces in Washington, the 

glib pronouncements from our “free” press, 
there may be comfort and renewed hope in 
listening to the “fearless” and “clear” speech 
of poets. Let us vow to continue to speak 
out, and listen to the anger and grief and 
astonishment of poets who look unflinchingly
on the horror and refuse to be silent, who 
work to craft words that will bear witness to 
the suffering of others and perhaps persuade 
others to awake and to resist.

This month, we begin this ongoing 
vigil by featuring a poem from Syracuse 
poet Georgia Popoff. 

Rising Again
September 16, 2001 – The Fifth Day After

I am afraid to sleep tonight because last night I slept like a baby 
and when I awoke, it was a nightmare. 
                                                                                  – Larry Jaffe

I am surrounded by coal tar, 
fear trapping hearts like flies. 
In spite of a sunrise every day since 
the darkness inside looms thick. 
In spite of candles lighting porches and parks 
and the flap of flags innumerous and low 
against this morning’s blazing near-autumn sky. 
 
I didn’t ask permission. 
In fact, I was jolted back to joy. 
A momentary reminder of the balm of laughter,
a blessing of innocence resparked in me 
from the embers of grief. 
And for all of yesterday, I chose celebration 
of souls and spirit rather than tears. 
Music filled the air like August. 
 
Instead of merely opening the lids of the window 
blinds, I drew them fully open. 
I flung open the doors to let music spin 
into the yard and drift like milkweed seeds 
when the pod is too weak to resist their need for freedom. 
 
My own song mixed with the birds and breeze. 
I renewed my strength, baptized again with hope. 
I pledge to be a beacon, a small star to honor 
all who once sang the sacred song of breath.

– Georgia Popoff
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Letters to 
the Editor

able to work constructively towards group 
cohesion, empowerment and future direction. 
Besides thanking SPC, the Partnership for 
Onondaga Creek wants the community to 
know about this collaboration between these 
two local groups fighting for justice.  

– Aggie Lane

A Forthright Fund Appeal
I just received the fall fundraising appeal. 
To the staff and finance committee, let me
say thank you for the demonstration of 
integrity, a value that has lost its place in 
the larger culture.

Most organizations and individuals 
would not be so forthcoming as you have 
been in advising us of the receipt of a very 
large bequest (thanks to the generosity of 
the late Norma Bentley) while making the 
annual plea for monetary support. You tell 
us that you do not want to use this money 
for operational expenses and therefore ask 

supporters to give what they can, as you 
normally do, so SPC can continue its many 
activities for peace and justice.

I’ve spent enough time at the Peace 
Council to know how tight the financial
situation generally is, to know that the staff 
and workers go to great lengths to conserve 
the money that comes in, and to know 
that this bequest represents literally years 
of budgeted expenses. I also understand 
the importance of reserving this “found” 
money for purposes like a safer, more 
efficient office space and for a critically
needed reserve fund.  

This year I will make my regular dona-
tions to SPC – as I hope all the readers will 
– and applaud the activists who struggle 
daily to keep our organization working with 
a constant eye to the honorable path. To 
those readers who can do more financially,
consider increasing your donation by 10%. 
Invest in peace.

– Chris Riley

The Peace Newsletter is your publication. 
We welcome letters to the editor. Letters 
may be edited for length, but only with 
permission of the author.

Thanks from the Partner-
ship for Onondaga Creek

Many thanks to SPC staff Jessica Maxwell 
and Carol Baum and SPC long-time activ-
ist Rae Kramer for recently helping the 
Partnership for Onondaga Creek discern 
and problem solve difficult issues. With
their skilled facilitation at meetings and 
at a Saturday retreat, the Partnership was 

Graphic: www.poetsagainstthewar.org

Submissions Welcome
If you have been moved by this unjust war to write a 
poem, or poems, please consider submitting work care of 
Stephen Thorley at thorleyp1@yahoo.com. Any work that 
speaks to themes of war, the war economy, oppression and 
political injustice, and/or which celebrates more positive 
hopes and visions for our country and the world, will be 
considered. 

A note from the poet:

Larry Jaffe is a west coast poet colleague who founded the website 
poets4peace.com. The poem evolved in the days of shock from 
the 9/11 tragedy and my fears for our world. I was, like all of us, 
unable to comprehend the act, any act of blind hatred. The skies 
were still quiet since the airlines had not been flying, it was a
beautiful late summer day somehow tainted, and I decided that 
I needed to not only fill the quiet with music but that I needed
to hear Nusrat Fateh Ali Kahn, his joy and spirit, to somehow 
break the spell. I hoped that it would somehow permeate my 
neighborhood and that fear would lessen. I was remembering 
the hatred for Asians I grew up with in the 50s and 60s and was 
determined that I could not witness a racial hatred again. The 
poem just fell onto the page later that day. 

Georgia A. Popoff is a community poet, performer, educator, 
spoken word producer, and senior editor of  The Comstock Review 
(www.comstockreview.org).

The Syracuse Peace Council depends on people just like you to carry out our varied program 
of educational, activist and organizing work for peace and social justice. Please consider 
lending your time and talents to participate and your financial support to help pay the bills. 
Whatever you can do will go a long way.

Graphic: Fida Haq



10 Peace Newsletter December 2005

Joe is General Counsel for the Onondaga 
Nation.

Cleaning Up Environmental Legacies
Joe Heath

The debate over the extent of damage done 
to Onondaga Lake by toxic pollutants has 
been waged in local papers throughout 
recent months. We’ve heard the absurd 
claim that the lake is “half-way cleaned 
up,” and that because cold-water fish are
seasonally returning to the lake, pollution 
is no longer a problem. This is simply not 
true. There are still hundreds of thousands 
of pounds of deadly poisons like mercury, 
PCBs, and dioxins on the lake bottom. Ad-
ditionally, each day dozens of pounds of 
these toxins leach into the lake from nine 
surrounding superfund sites.

The Peacemaker instructed the Haude-
nosaunee to make every decision on behalf 
of the seventh generation to come – to have 
compassion and love for those future genera-
tions. We will not be compassionate if we 
allow this “clean-up” plan for Onondaga 
Lake to occur. The proposed plan will leave 
thousands of pounds of pollutants in the 
lake – pollutants  that our children, their 
children, and generations to come will be 
burdened with. This is why the lake must 
be cleaned up completely, and now.  

The Onondaga Nation understands 
that while improvements have been made 
with the upgrades at the county’s sewage 
plant, there is still a long way to go to 
properly correct the chemical stew left in 
the lake bottom by a century of corporate 
pollution.

The Nation also understands that all 
communities have inherited environmen-
tal problems that must be addressed, and 
that the Nation itself is not exempt. The 
Nation’s leaders have been actively ad-
dressing their territory’s environmental 
inheritance in real and effective ways, and 
urge city, county, state, and federal leaders 
to do the same.

Some of the environmental legacies 
the Nation has dealt with include:

Toxic waste dumps. Over the past 
twenty years, the Nation has worked to 
successfully clean up hundreds of barrels 
of toxic wastes which had been dumped 
on one site by outsiders who had paid 
someone off to accept this cheap disposal. 
This same individual also was paid to ac-
cept hundreds of cubic yards of medical 

waste, which were illegally dumped 
at a site nearby. This site has also 
been completely cleaned up, after 
two local hospitals accepted their 
responsibilities and cleaned up 
their mess.

Sewage. The Nation decided 
to pay significantly extra for an
“artificialwetland”systemtohandle
sewage from its state-of-the-art 
lacrosse and hockey arena, rather 
than merely connect to the county 
sewage system. One motivation for 
this was the Nation’s continuing 
problems with the county’s plans to 
build above-ground sewage treat-
ment plants in Syracuse’s Midland 
neighborhood and Armory Square. 
The plants will be blights on these 
neighborhoods and will routinely 
dump sewage and toxic chemicals 
into Onondaga Creek.

Landfill. The Nation has worked 
to close its former landfill, by, along
with other measures, instituting an 
extensive recycling program.

Gasoline leaks. In the 1980s, 
several individuals opened gas sta-
tions on the Nation, in defiance of
Nation laws. One of these stations 
was responsible for gasoline leak-
ing into the ground. The Nation 
closed down all the unauthorized 
gas stations and worked to clean 
up the spill.

When the Onondaga are able to 
take care of their issues, everyone 
benefits. Neighbors in Nedrow and
Syracuse benefit when dangerous
medical wastes are no longer able to 
contaminate groundwater, or when 
open trash burning is no longer tolerated 
at the Nation. Likewise, when other local 
governments conclude that dumping wastes 
into Onondaga Creek is unsafe at any level, 
or that cleaning up the lake is not an option 
but a necessity, everyone benefits.

Unfortunately, the County is stubbornly 
pushing ahead with 50-year-old technology 
to deal with the inadequacies of the current 
100-year-old sewage system. The swirler 
plants, one currently being built on Midland 
Avenue and another planned in Armory Square, 
will routinely discharge human wastes and 
dangerous chemicals into the creek. Without a 
clean creek, the Onondaga cannot carry on the 
way of life of their parents’ or grandparents’ 

generation, a way of life that relied on fishing
and used the creek as a food and medicine 
source. Without a clean creek, residents of 
Syracuse lose a beautiful natural resource 
that could be an outdoor classroom for our 
children, or a source of food and water that 
all could depend on.

The Nation’s land rights action spe-
cifically calls for a healing of the land,
waters and air in Central New York and 
a healing of all people here, so this will 
be a better and more healthy area for our 
children and grandchildren. But this will 
not happen unless we all take responsibility 
in dealing with the environmental legacies 
handed down to us. 
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Current Onondaga
Resident Territory

L a k e  O n t a r i o

Syracuse:
8 Superfund sites

Fort Drum:
1 Superfund site

Binghamton:
7 Superfund sites

Watertown:
3 Superfund sites

Oswego:
4 Superfund sites

Fulton:
5 superfund sites

Johnson City:
1 Superfund site

Cortland:
1 Superfund site

Minetto:
1 Superfund site

Fairmount:
1 Superfund site

Brewerton:
1 Superfund site

Baldwinsville:
1 Superfund site

Endicott:
4 Superfund sites

North Syracuse:
1 Superfund site

Manlius:
1 Superfund site

Fayetteville:
1 Superfund site

Skaneateles:
1 Superfund site

Groton:
1 Superfund site

Homer:
1 Superfund site

Parish:
1 Superfund site

Apalachin:
1 Superfund site

West Carthage:
1 Superfund site

Phoenix:
1 Superfund site

Elbridge:
1 Superfund site

DeRuyter:
1 Superfund site

Herrings:
1 Superfund site

Endwell:
4 Superfund sites
Owego:
8 Superfund sites

Port Dickinson:
2 Superfund sites

Mattydale:
4 Superfund sites

Solvay:
3 Superfund sites

East Syracuse:
4 Superfund sites

Lakeland:
4 Superfund sites

Lyncourt:
4 Superfund sites

Seneca Knolls:
1 Superfund site

Weedsport:
1 Superfund site

Nedrow:
2 Superfund sites

Liverpool:
1 Superfund site

Munsons Corners:
1 Superfund site

McGraw:
2 Superfund sites

Honeywell

Trigen Syracuse Energy Corp.

Jamesville Quarry (Hansen Aggregate)

Tully Gravel Mine (Clark Concrete/Valley Realty)
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Onondaga Nation Environmental and
Land Rights Action Defendants and

Superfund Sites In Aboriginal Territory
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Approximate boundaries of Onondaga aboriginal territory

NOTE: Counts of Superfund sites
represent number of sites in or near
each municipality labeled on the map.

Source of Superfund site data:
NY State Department of Environmental
Conservation Registry of Inactive Hazardous
Waste Disposal Sites in NY State,
2002 Annual Report.

This map was created and produced in March 2005
by The Kenerson Group using ESRI ArcGIS software

Onondaga Nation Environmental and Land Rights Action 
Defendants and Superfund Sites in Aboriginal Territory. 
Map: The Kenerson Group
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SATURDAY, DEC. 3  10AM-5PM SUNDAY, DEC. 4  11AM-5PM

SPC CRAFTS
TABLE

Select from crafts donated by
Plowshares crafters. Many
choices and priced to sell.

All proceeds benefit 
the Peace Council.

SPC
SILENT AUCTION 

Look for the silent auction table and bid on one or more
of the exciting items described there.Treat yourself or find

an unexpected gift idea.
Bidding will close at 4:30 pm on Sunday.
All proceeds benefit the Peace Council.

MUSIC & SONG
ENTERTAINMENT EVERY HOUR! From dancing to drumming, singers to storytellers. MLK Dancers,Vanessa Johnson, Ron Cantori, Roland

Micklem & Rich Hoyt, Colleen Kattau & John Rossbach, Johnston’s School of Irish Dance, Full Moon Tribal Dance, Larry Hoyt, David Etse
Nyadedzor & Biboti Ouikahilo, Maya Tribe,Wandering Minstrels, Raging Grannies, Syracuse System Shakers, Savannah Juvanis,

La Joven Guardia del Teatro Latino, Merry Mischief, Zeke Smukler, Ribbonsteel Rapper, Harvey Nusbaum.

THE FRONT ROOM
BOOKSTORE

This annual incarnation of the Front Room
Bookstore offers T-shirts, bumperstickers, buttons,
books and a variety of calendars to you. All pro-

ceeds benefit the Peace Council.

SPC INFO TABLE 
Learn about the Peace Council's ongoing activities and

upcoming events. Pick up literature about a variety of
issues. Add your voice to the peace and justice chorus

with your name on a petition or
volunteer sign-up sheet.

SPC RAFFLE 
Over 25 prizes!  $1 per chance or 6 for $5 – a great buy!
Get tickets at the raffle table or from a roving ticket seller
(hint: look for funny hats). Drawings every hour; you need

not be present to win. All proceeds benefit the 
Peace Council.

GREAT FOOD
Great-tasting food and drink are
an essential part of any successful

gathering and a centerpiece of
Plowshares. We are fortunate
that Joanne Grisanti,Theresa

Bizzell and friends return as our
chefs this year. We make every

effort to cook with locally grown 
and organic ingredients.

We deliver to vendor booths.

Enter Here...

35th Annual  
Syracuse  Peace  Counci l ’ s

PLOWSHARES
Peace Festival & Winter Holiday Craftsfair

PROGRAM & CRAFTSPERSON DIRECTORY

$2

ADM
ISSI

ON

NO ONE TURNED

AWAY



12 Peace Newsletter December 2005

5 ELEMENTS COLLECTIVE
Syracuse,  315-289-4044
stained glass, leatherwork, oil lamps

TOM ALBANI
Phoenix,  315-695-1227
silver jewelry, precious metal, clay

LORI ANDERSON
Little Falls,  315-429-3319
handmade clothing

PETER BALDWIN
Syracuse,  315-416-3767
custom painted t-shirts

MERRI BALDWIN
Homer,  607-749-3354
rag rugs, ornaments, eggs

REBEKAH BALDWIN
Liverpool,  315-559-1597
pottery

LINDA BARBOUR
Syracuse,  315-345-5403
homemade delicacies, African clothes

KATHY BARRY
Syracuse,  315-425-7257
hats, bags, clothes

SUSAN BASCH
Pennellville,  315-676-2550
crystal beaded jewelry

AMY BOWERS
Syracuse,  315-425-9677
drawings, framed art, cards

ADUKE BRANCH
Syracuse,  315-491-4626
earrings, dolls, shadow box figurines

MADGE BROWER & BOYS
Fayetteville,  315-445-2560
bead, glass jewelry, clay figures

CANDACE CAIN
Munnsville,  315-495-6737
silver jewelry, willow baskets

GAIL CALLOWAY
Jordan,  315-689-9975
ornaments, boxes, journals, scarves

Plowshares Craftsfair
Craftsperson Directory

ANN CANASTRA
Liverpool,  315-657-3700
pressed flower art, cards, frames

IRJA CANTORI
Wolcott,  315-594-6330
painted eggs, gourds, knits, ornaments

COMMON PLACE CRAFTS
Truxton,  607-842-6799
gourds, soaps, ornaments medicinals

ALICIA COOK
Hogansburg,  518-358-9992
Native American arts and crafts

CORA COOL-MIHALYI, KAATJE
PULLMAN, WILLA MIHALYI-ROCH
Syracuse,  315-472-9386
earrings, glasses cases, pouches

RAINBOW CROW
Spencer,  607-351-8749
silver jewelry, gemstones

DARTE PRODUCTIONS
Syracuse,  315-472-2369
photos/cards

SCHAELON & MATTHEW DAVIS
Syracuse,  315-476-7953
prints, paintings, greeting cards

DONNA DAVIS
Hamilton,  315-750-8964
soaps, bath salts

MARIAN DEBONA
Syracuse,  315-471-1226
beaded jewelry

MICHAL DOWNIE
Fayetteville,  315-637-0981
wire, gemstone jewelry

CATHY DRAKE
Syracuse,  315-446-5319
fleece items, flower prints

DAN DUGGAN
Red Creek,  315-754-8946
dulcimer music cds

WENDY EDWARDS
Manlius,  315-682-9635
hats, scarves, bags, pillows

MELESA FALEY & HILDE COOPER
Syracuse,  315-463-1832
mittens, hats, dog treats

BARBARA FLOCH
Syracuse,  315-478-6067
jewelry, knitted items, yarn

TERESA FLORACK
Syracuse,  315-471-1269
vegan organic cookies

KATHY FONDA
Baldwinsville,  315-516-3771
handbags

LYNDA LLOYD FUCHS
Syracuse,  315-422-7700
baubles and beads

SUZANNE GAGLIE
Ithaca,  607-277-3474
grain filled pillows

KEVIN GALLELLI
Palmyra,  315-597-0294
batik clothing

CHERYL GEIGER
Liverpool,  315-652-8770
fabric lamps, purses, mirrors

MANYA GOLDSTEIN
Bellefonte,  814-355-2421
decorative ceramics, clocks, masks

LISA JONG-SOON GOODLIN
Syracuse,  315-446-3068
ceramics, cards, pendants

BARRY GORDON
Baldwinsville,  315-638-4749
wooden utensils

SHERRY GORDON
Syracuse,  315-479-5393
scarves, shawls, table centerpieces

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Syracuse,  315-478-0901
quilt, bed warmers, ornaments

KATHY HAENDLE
Nedrow,  315-469-3345
jewelry, t-shirts, clothing, quilted items

ANDREI HAND
Kenmore,  716-871-1924
iron & copper bowls,  candlesticks

CYNTHIA HAND
Kenmore,  716-871-1924
metal, stone jewelry

LIZ HANDLER
Syracuse,  315-492-3007
kid’s clothes, hats, fleece hats

LAVERGNE HARDEN
Syracuse,  315-449-0037
photos, wearable art, stationery

LILLIE M HARRIS
Syracuse,  315-445-2459
cakes, cookies, pies

JOANNE RAE HART
Syracuse,  315-373-5484
stone, bone, shell, glass jewelry

EDWARD HAZZARD
Syracuse,  315-487-2194
fabric covered journals, boxes

JOHN HEARD
Syracuse,  315-478-1740
rain sticks, tube drums

ANNE HELFER
Syracuse,  315-422-4313
functional pottery, wood items

RACHEL HENDERSON &
DESIRA PESTA
Syracuse,  315-422-0792
 t-shirts, cards, wreaths, ornaments

MICHELLE HERNANDEZ
Little York,  315-439-9430
quilted dog toys

CAROL HORAN
Syracuse,  315-479-8707
greeting cards and collages

KATHERINE HUGHES
Syracuse,  315-479-6897
mugs, bowls, pins, sculptures

CASSANDRA INGRAM
Syracuse,  315-422-8427
crocheted hats, infant wear

BOB & JANE JONES
Sherburne,  607-674-4842
homemade pet treats

KAREN KERNEY
Jamesville,  315-469-0403
puppets, clothes, edibles

SUSAN KNOBEL
North Syracuse,  315-458-5938
sewn & quilted items, bibs, aprons

LIZ MICHO
Marietta,  315-636-8888
stained glass
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ROBERT LEVY
Syracuse,  315-476-4137
porcelain & stoneware pottery

JUDY CLAIRE LIEBLEIN
Syracuse,  315-469-8445
ceramic jewelry & pendants

MARCY LINSNER
Syracuse,  315-474-0258
wooden jewelry

CATHY LOBDELL
Syracuse,  315-422-0947
crochet coats, shawls, hats

MARY LOEHR
Ithaca,  607-256-9733
patches, books, art envelopes

CANDY LUCAS
Auburn,  315-258-3706
collage/photomontage

JACQUELYN MAYE
Syracuse,  315-445-8747
African & ethnic art, candles, clothes

JILL MCANDREW
Fayetteville,  315-637-4502
silver, semi-precious stone jewelry

JOELLE MCANDREW
Syracuse,  315-422-9692
fabric items, dolls, bags

PHIL MCCRAY
Newfield,  607-379-0262
ceramic & marble tiles

KIWI MCDOWELL
Syracuse,  800-211-1202
note cards, magnets, prints

LINDA LEE MILLER, JERRY
MILLER, CAROLINE O'CONNOR
Baldwinsville,  315-635-6627
handbags, jewelry, note cards

RALPH MINNIFIELD
Syracuse,  315-428-0312
leather art, oils, incense, soaps

HEATHER MITCHELL
Little Falls,  315-868-1700
framed and matted photographs

MICHAEL MOODY
Syracuse,  315-423-0264
art originals and prints

MOSI VILLAGE
Syracuse,  315-479-5757
ornaments, pins, dolls, books

RITA MUHAMMAD
Syracuse,  315-498-4448
pies, poundcakes, cheesecakes

SHEILA MURPHY &
HELEN LANDFEAR
Syracuse,  315-449-0570
tea cozies, dish mats, stockings, oils

JIM NELSON
Fairhaven,  315-947-6713
pen & ink drawings, 3-D cards

KEN NICHOLS
Liverpool,  315-451-7199
pottery, frames, boxes

BRENDA OCAMPO
Syracuse,  315-476-1807
glass, stone, retro jewelry

KAREN PATTON
Syracuse,  315-445-0935
wire, silver, dichroic glass  jewelry

CATHY PENCE
Mattydale,  315-427-4583
stained glass, sun catchers

SANDY PLUMB
Rome,  315-865-8301
watercolor cards

NANCY POWELL
Kirkville,  315-656-5206
sterling, gem, dichroic, amber jewelry

SYBIL PRESKI
Rome,  315-336-5408
polymer clay

FELICIA PROUD
Syracuse,  315-469-7172
sterling and gemstone jewelry

RICK REINA
Syracuse,  315-575-0287
soap bars, balms, gift baskets

LINDA REMIG
Hannibal,  315-564-6643
baskets, flower pots, wreaths

DAVID REYEN
Baldwinsville,  315-635-8817
silks, silver jewelry

SALLY & ALAN ROCK-BLAKE
Jamesville,  315-475-4784
canvas bags, purses

SUSAN ROLLINGS
Candor,  607-659-3923
hand dyed & painted clothing

MARGE RUSK
Syracuse,  315-476-7635
nature crafts, wreaths, catnip fish

CINDY SCHMIDT
Mexico,  315-963-1494
paintings, prints, bags, clocks

JEANNE SHENANDOAH &
DOROTHY WEBSTER
Nedrow,  315-492-1440
beadwork, quilts, corn husk dolls

ALEX SHERMAN-CROSS
Manlius,  315-682-0586
beaded jewelry, keychains

SHANNON SIMPSON
Syracuse,  315-479-7520
silver, gemstone jewelry

CHRISTI SOBEL
Brooktondale,  607-539-7805
cards, magnets, etchings, gift boxes

DEBORAH SORRENTINO
Syracuse,  315-423-8894
ceramic tile art

IRENA SOSTAK
Syracuse,  315-383-9217
flower greeting cards

VIRGINIA SPINA
Jamesville,  315-682-7333
handmade soaps, papers

PAM STEWART
Dewitt,  315-446-6623
gourd, antler, leather items

MARIE SUMMERWOOD
Syracuse,  315-476-1256
crafts, herbals, potholders, soaps

SYRACUSE CULTURAL WORKERS
Syracuse,  315-474-1132
cards, posters, calendars

SAM TARBANIA
Fayetteville,  315-637-1550
clay figures

NOELLE UEBELE
Plainville,  315-635-7637
drawings, prints, cards

ANNE UVA
Syracuse,  315-474-2134
books, mini bags, cards

ROSE VIVIANO
Syracuse,  315-437-7657
stained glass, restoration

SANDRA WASHINGTON
Dewitt,  315-446-7283
tote bags, purses, magnets

GINA & BOB WELLS
Dexter,  315-639-3431
cooper, brass jewelry

TANYA ZABINSKI &
JOE DIPASQUALE
Buffalo,  716-885-2197
silkscreen tshirts

PAULA ZEBROWSKI
East Syracuse,  315-656-3035
woodcrafts

Beyond Boundaries

Caribbean/Latin America Coalition

Clear Visions Project

Grindstone Farm

Jail Ministry

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation

New Environment Association

Partnership for Onondaga Creek

Peace Action

Syracuse Cooperative Federal
 Credit Union

Syracuse Community Radio

Syracuse Real Food Co-op

The Gage Foundation

Women Transcending Boundaries

Community
Groups
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PLOWSHARES  
Plowshares is a community marketplace of handmade
crafts including clothing, jewelry, rugs, bowls, art work,
books, useful and fanciful objects and more. Music,
food, and a spirit of camaraderie create a weekend of
commerce, grassroots-style; a wonderful opportunity
to connect at year's end and share in the life and cul-
ture of a regional marketplace that has no corporate
headquarters. Our Central New York tradition is the
collective effort of many peace and justice workers
creating a once-a-year community.

This is a craftsfair free of corporate domination. All
participating craftspeople make their crafts by hand and
by their own design. We are proud that Plowshares is
the favorite venue of many of the crafters and antici-
pated each year as a enjoyable family event.

This is our second year at Nottingham High School.
The new location has given us room for additional
crafters and better parking. We are very pleased to be
part of the school's annual calendar, contributing to its
role as a community resource.

SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
(SPC)
SPC was founded in 1936 as an anti-war organization.
For 69 years the Peace Council has been inspired by
its vision of a world in which war, violence, and
exploitation in any form will no longer exist. Over the
years we have grown from a group with a few mem-
bers working out of their homes to an organization
with many people sharing a full program of activities to
educate, agitate and organize. We have outgrown our
home of 30 years and are looking for new space for
our peace and justice work.

We believe that social injustices cannot be understood
in isolation from each other, nor can they be overcome
without recognizing their economic and militaristic
roots. Included in our vision of a better world is an
economic system that places human needs above mon-
etary profit.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent
means of resolving conflict and to a process of deliber-
ation and decision-making that responds to the needs
of all.

Peace and social justice struggles have reached
unprecedented levels around the globe and constant
organizing is taking place around these struggles.
Many people, some who are traditionally seen as part
of the mainstream, are adding their voices and energy
to the work. We believe that we can all be part of
the global struggle for progressive change and that one
voice can make a difference. For more information
about the Syracuse Peace Council, stop by the SPC
table, located in the cafeteria.

THE PEACE NEWSLETTER
(PNL)

The PNL is one of the main educational projects of
SPC, strengthening communication in our community.
Published 11 times per year, the PNL serves as an inter-
nal newsletter as well as an alternative/critical voice on
local, national, and international issues. The monthly
calendar lists progressive events in the region to help
encourage participation in diverse community activities.
Our advertisers are a steady source of support and we
hope that you will support them in turn. Since pub-
lishing criticism of the powers that be isn't the easiest
way to raise money, we rely on PNL subscribers to
keep this important voice strong. We don't only want
your money (one-year subscription is $15); articles, art-
work and letters to the editor are greatly desired.

PEACE IS PRECIOUS 
AND DOESN'T COME FREE
The Plowshares Craftsfair and Winter Peace Festival is
SPC's largest fund-raising event each year. All profits
support the resolute ongoing work to educate, agitate,
and organize for a peaceful and just world.

Imperialism – wearing the cloak of free trade or anti-
terrorism – is expensive. The bill is paid with money
taken from healthcare, education, housing, services for
youth, seniors, the poor and the hungry. As the need
for peace and justice work continues, so too we must
ask for money and other kinds of support. The admis-
sion cost is $2 for those who can afford this, and we
hope that you will give more if you can. No one will
be turned away.

And they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. 

STAY IN TOUCH WITH SPC
In addition to the Peace Newsletter, check out our website (see below). There you can sign up for a low-volume

email list featuring a weekly e-newsletter of upcoming events. Feel free to visit us at the house at:
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203   315.472.5478  spc@peacecouncil.net   www.peacecouncil.net
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Tom teaches writing and rhetoric at Ithaca 
College. Tom and Adisa are desperately 
seeking an agent and/or publisher for Adisa’s 
death row memoir, One Day Deep: Medita-
tions on Death Row.

Meeting Adisa on San Quentin’s Death Row
Tom Kerr

Held up by lackadaisical guards, Adisa 
Kamara (a.k.a. Steve Champion) arrived 
a half-hour late to our long-anticipated 
meeting. The California Department of 
Corrections grants extended visits to 
anyone who travels over 250 miles, and I 
had traveled, in April 2005, three thousand 
miles, from Syracuse, New York, to meet 
my friend. I waited locked up in one of 
fifteen three by six foot steel-mesh cages
that now constitute San Quentin’s Death 
Row visiting room.

As I waited, watching prisoners 
come and go through “the tunnel” 
connecting the prison proper with the 
visiting room (“One in the tunnel!” the 
guards would call out periodically), 
the man waiting in the cage next to 
me for his brother laid down brown 
paper towels over the worn little green 
plastic foot stool. Along with the two 
matching plastic chairs, the table was 
the only furniture in the space. For 
the amount of care and attention the 
man took, he may as well have been 
spreading a white table cloth for a 
king. After he had prepared the table 
and set out the frozen dinners he had 
previously microwaved, he leaned 
over and let me know I was sitting on 
the wrong side, the prison side, of the 
cage. This was the side condemned 
prisoners are let in and where they are 
expected to remain for the duration of 
the visit. I needed to sit on the freedom 
side of the cage. This makes it easier 
for guards to keep track of who’s who, just 
in case a free visitor would like to trade 
places with a condemned man.

Directly behind me, in a booth designed 
for visitors whose prisoner was not, cur-
rently, allowed contact visits (the privilege is 
stripped from men in the “hole”), a woman, 
four-year-old boy in tow, sat down to her 
visit. Six or seven such booths lined the 
wall, and through the murky plexiglas in 
the woman’s booth I could only vaguely 

make out the figure of the man on the other
side, leaning forward on his elbows, talking 
loudly, straining toward the woman and 
boy. As soon as the boy realized he could 
not get at his father, whose predicament 
he could never fathom, the boy began to 
bawl inconsolably. The mother continued 
to talk through the plexiglas while trying 
in vain to comfort her son. 

About fifteen minutes into my half-
hour wait, a guard escorted a relatively 
young man – many of the inmates I saw 
were graying – into the cage on my im-
mediate left. Short and thin with a thick 

the break, she had been making the round 
trip from Los Angeles every week, and 
then, as visiting rules tightened, every other 
week, for eleven years. After thanking me 
for “visiting these men,” she told me her 
son had been framed for a neighborhood 
murder because he was “the little Iranian 
kid nobody liked,” and she was appealing 
to the Innocence Project for help.

While I waited eagerly to meet Adisa, 
with whom I had been corresponding for 
three years, working as his editor on a 
collection of essays called One Day Deep: 
Meditations on Death Row, several other 

condemned prisoners were marched 
in and out of the visiting area. Each 
time the door of the prison’s inner 
sanctum opened, I paid close attention, 
not sure I would recognize Adisa from 
photos on the web or from the picture 
he had sent. 

What I saw, then as I waited, was 
a surreal procession of condemned 
men, each groomed immaculately, 
each dressed impeccably in highly-
pressed blue denim, each holding his 
shoulders and head high, and each 
invariably greeting one or more of the 
men who had already been placed in 
a cage. While we are constantly and 
in myriad ways reminded that only 
devils end up on death row, and with-
out doubt many have murdered and 
otherwise wreaked havoc on others, 
this was surely a procession of angels 
through hell.

At last, Adisa (which in Swahili 
means “one who will teach us”) emerged 
from the tunnel and was locked in the 

cage with me and uncuffed. In our ensuing 
half-hour meeting, it became clear that 
California was preparing – 24 years is a 
long time to prepare – to execute a man who 
is not the boy who was convicted in 1980 
of a double homicide, on circumstantial 
evidence, in a county reeling at the time 
from an epidemic of Crip-Blood gang vio-
lence. Our animated conversation confirmed
what I already knew from his writing and 
correspondence. Through twenty-years 
of self-education, collective study, deep 
meditation, discipline, and active involve-
ment in affairs of the world via publishing 
poems and essays, Adisa had become a 

Tom and Adisa at San Quentin. Photo: guard on Death Row.

head of black hair and wearing sunglasses, 
he stood perfectly erect, waiting and 
watching for his guest to arrive. He and 
I studiously avoided direct eye contact, 
even though less than four feet separated 
us. He looked through me, past me, around 
me, effectively but without malice disap-
pearing me, and I him. Five, maybe ten, 
minutes passed before his mother, wearing 
a colorful spring dress, was admitted to 
his cage. Outside the prison, this woman 
had helped me understand the bewilder-
ing/chaotic protocol for visitors holding 
appointments. Now warmly embracing 
her son, who had taken his sunglasses off, 
here she was again, a breath away from 
me in this most intimate confinement. As
I would learn from this Iranian mother at continued on next page
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618 Kensington  Rd  
off  Westcott  Street  

Between Euclid & Broad  
Open 7 days       9 to 9   

472.1385

100% 
of the co-op’s  

electricity is green  

Adisa / continued from previous page

What You Can Do
• Join PEN’s American Center cam-

paign for clemency/commutation 
for Adisa and other PEN Prison 
Writing Award Winners at www.
pen.org (Prison Writing Program 
under the Programs Link). 

• Fight the death penalty (such as 
its reinstatment in New York) with 
Human Rights Watch (hrw.org/cam-
paigns/deathpenalty) and Amnesty 
International (www.amnestyusa.
org/abolish/index.do), which keeps 
track of execution dates, past and 
pending.

Fairly traded holiday gifts and décor from 
around the world  

Shop Early 
Shop Fair Trade  

— where your gift 
keeps
on

giving!

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd  
446-0326     www.FairWorldMarketplace.com  

Holiday hours  
M-W 10-6 
Th-Sat 9-9 
Sun 1-6 

Classified Ad
JOB OPENING

Shipping/Receiving Supervisor w/ 
Syracuse Cultural Workers, national 

publisher of progressive/feminist 
resources. Organized, energetic 
problem-solver with excellent 

people skills. Must be physically fit. 
Full-time, $23,500, excellent benefits, 
challenging, supportive, cooperative, 

committed workplace.

Send resume to Donna Tarbania
SCW, PO Box 6367, Syracuse, NY 13217 

Fax: 315.234.0930 
Questions: Donna 315.474.1132 x 102

Syracuse Cultural Workers
TOOLS for CHANGE

SCW IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER!

highly principled, peace-loving, social 
activist deeply committed to understanding 
and transforming the socio-economic and 
political conditions that foster gang culture 
and black on black crime. 

I had come to San Quentin for a writer 
and his editor to establish the trust required 
of a project in which the writer was pouring 
forth heart and soul. I met a man who, but 
for our radically different historical and 
contemporary circumstances (my race 
and economic advantages, his race and 
economic disadvantages) might well have 
been me – a free, white, college professor 
dedicated to education and progressive 
politics…and vice versa.

Adisa was once lost, as he freely 
admits (while adamantly maintaining his 
innocence of the crimes for which he has 
been condemned), but now is found, and 
yet we will, if California with the blessing 
of our Supreme Court has its way, put him 
to death, systematically, without mercy, 
without forgiveness, without understand-
ing, without indeed, the full humanity that 
the man (no longer the lost boy) himself 

embodies.
My three-year-old daughter can un-

derstand the logic behind a long, even 
permanent “timeout,” but how will she 
ever understand state-sponsored execution, 
America’s own signature crime against 
humanity?
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continued on next pageEd frequently contributes to the PNL.

Odious Debt, Odious Allies: Pillaging Iraq     
Ed Kinane

They are asking us to pay for the knives 
they gave Saddam to slaughter us.

 – Dr. Hasim al Hassani
Iraqi Islamic Party

When Saddam Hussein grabbed power in 
1979, Iraq had no long-term foreign debt. 
Cash reserves were $36 billion. Iraq had 
high literacy and public universities; it had 
extensive socialized health care. It was 
becoming a “first world” nation.

Soon, however, this violent, cunning 
despot began squandering that wealth. Bor-
rowing tens of billions of dollars, he built 
up a vast military and security apparatus. In 
1980 – with US blessing – Saddam invaded 
his neighbor, the Ayatollah Khomeini’s 
oil-rich Iran. 

To Saddam’s utter surprise, that war 
wasn’t over in a few weeks. It became 
an eight-year long quagmire. Hundreds 
of thousands on each side were maimed 
and killed.1

The Iran/Iraq war (1980-88) severely 
weakened these two obstreperous nations. 
The world’s power brokers could endure the 
suffering. With their military aid (to both 
sides) they kept the pot boiling. And those 
power brokers could endure Saddam using 
their toxic chemicals and other weapons 
to terrorize “his own people.” Saddam’s 
regime extirpated domestic dissent, killing 
tens of thousands of Iraqis – mostly Kurds 
and Shiites.

In 1990, after his invasion of Kuwait 
(with its vast oil reserves), Saddam finally
became an international pariah. That set 
the stage for the First Gulf War and for 
13 years of murderous UN/US sanctions 
against the Iraqi people.

By 2003 no one in the world owed 
more money than Saddam Hussein.

Because so many of the loans were 
state secrets, Saddam’s total debt is un-
known. Jubilee Iraq cites, among others, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
estimate of $125 billion. But this excludes, 
for example, over $30 billion in outstand-
ing Kuwaiti reparation claims. Nor does 
it include Iranian and Iraqi-Jewish claims 
totaling nearly $200 billion.

Saddam’s creditors – US, France, 
Russia, England, Japan, Saudi Arabia, etc. 
– had no illusions. They knew how Sad-
dam was using their money. After all, as 
with many international loans, much of the 
money was spent in the creditor’s country. 
Weapons exporters didn’t complain. Any-
way, Khomeini had few friends…and the 
only advocates for the Iraqi people were 
like a few voices in the wilderness.

In 2003 the US invaded Iraq and 
deposed Saddam. Most Iraqis were 
greatly relieved. But even apart from the 
ensuing Occupation, their ordeal – their 
captivity – was far from over.  

Odious debt
Saddam’s creditors, Saddam’s former allies, 
have forced Iraqis to pay billions annually 
in debt service. If the US and other world 
powers have their way, the Iraqis will 
keep being bled dry – and having their oil 
hijacked – paying off Saddam’s loans for 
decades to come. As things stand, Iraqis 
have no choice: with the Occupation, the 
gun is literally at their heads. 

In an interesting wrinkle, the US is 
simultaneously seeking to have some loans 
“forgiven.” The US isn’t being altruistic; the 
price would be more IMF structural adjust-
ment and privatization. “In exchange [for 

some debt forgiveness], Iraq will surrender 
its economic sovereignty to global finan-
cial institutions, provide foreign investors 
greater access to Iraqi natural resources, 
and increase investment opportunities 
for multinational corporations.” (Brian 
Dominick, The NewStandard)

But this all too familiar scenario isn’t 
inevitable. Grassroots activists and econo-
mists, especially in Canada and England, 
have a compelling tool for debunking invalid 
debt claims: the doctrine of “odious debt.”  
This doctrine states that “when creditors 
lend to a dictatorial regime which they 
know is not using the loans to benefit the
population, then debt payments cannot be 
demanded of those people once they are 
free.” (Justin Alexander, Jubilee Iraq2)

Odious debt is no novelty; it goes back 
to 1898. At the end of the Spanish-American 
War the US applied the doctrine by refusing 
to enforce payment of Cuba’s odious debt 
to its former colonial master, Spain.

The ruling nations and their international 
banks lend money to the tyrants (Mobutu 
of Zaire, Duvalier of Haiti, Marcos of the 
Philippines, and so on) who serve them 
well. Odious debt is not a doctrine these 
creditors want to hear. 

Banner held during the Geneva (Switzerland) Fast for Economic Justice in Iraq (June 2005). Photo: 
Voices in the Wilderness website, vitw.org/cat/geneva-fast
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210 Walton Street, Syracuse, NY 13202
315-471-4601

Peace
Give The Gift Of 

Contemporary American Craft

Hours: 
Mon-Thur 10-6, Fri-Sat 10-9, Sun 1-5

Fine Contemporary Crafts

Iraq / continued from previous page

International tribunal
Exceedingly rare would be the Iraqi whofelt 
obliged to take on Saddam’s debt. Nor do 
Iraqis want the IMF or the G-8/Paris Club 
creditor nations to sort out Saddam’s debts 
behind closed doors.  

What Iraqis want is a transparent, 
international tribunal – one the creditors 
don’t control. That tribunal would adjudi-
cate every outstanding documentable loan. 
It would determine whether the loan was 
odious (and therefore invalid) or whether 
it was designed to benefit the Iraqi people
(thereby legitimizing it). 

The tribunal may well find that some
loans and reparations claims – which the 
G-8/Paris Club creditors would tend to 
honor – lack legitimating documentation. 
It may also find that some creditors will
prefer to forfeit possible repayment rather 
than reveal the terms and purposes of their 
secret loans. 

According to Justin Alexander, the 
tribunal “would dramatically reduce 
Iraq’s debt, set a clear precedent for other 
countries which have inherited debt from 
dictators and discourage creditors from 

financing the Saddams of the future.” It
would eliminate debt without attaching 
IMF strings.

There’s a lesson here for anti-war activ-
ists: our work won’t be done when finally
all the US troops and mercenaries come 
home. The Occupation won’t be ended if 
the odious debt isn’t abolished.3 

Footnotes 
1 Note the Saddam/Bush parallel. When the 
US Supreme Court appointed George W. 
Bush president, the US also had a budget 
surplus; now the US has its own vast budget 
deficit. Like Saddam’s, Mr. Bush’s deficit
derives from a bloated military and security 
apparatus and from an oil-driven invasion. 
Nor has Bush Inc. been idle on the squash-
domestic-dissent front.
 But the parallel only goes so far. It isn’t 
likely that our children – who will get stuck 
paying the deficit – can claim it is an odious
debt. Many of their parents – whether duped 
or not – supported the military build-up and 
the Iraq invasion. And many, with jobs linked 
to the weapons industry, derive income from 
this militarism. 

2 To learn more about odious debt, check 
www.odiousdebts.org. A key organization 
working on this issue is the London-based 
Jubilee Iraq, www.jubileeiraq.org. An impor-

tant commentator is Probe International’s 
Patricia Adams, author of Odious Debt (1991; 
paperback, 256pp). For a lively expose of the 
international debt racket, read John Perkins’ 
2004 non-fiction bestseller Confessions of 
an Economic Hit Man.

3 But debt abolition, despite it being our focus 
here, is insufficient.The occupation won’t truly
end until the invader somehow cleans up the 
toxic and radioactive depleted uranium it has 
left behind and provides reparation for the lives 
and infrastructure it has destroyed. 

Fasting to Erase the Debt 
This past September several members 
of Voices for Creative Nonviolence 
(www.vcnv.org) fasted for two weeks 
outside the International Monetary 
Fund in Washington, DC. With our 
banner and our flyers we were trying
to reach the international delegates 
then attending an IMF meeting on 
Iraq debt. There’s no way we’ll know 
if we had any impact. But given the 
low profile of the issue and given the
stakes, it seemed worth the effort.

highlyAToMiC
v i n t a g e  c l o t h i n g

527 charles ave. geddes plaza
off west genesee, next to westvale plaza 

315.488.1505
thurs fri & sat noon to 8 • sun noon to 5 

w w w . h i g h l y A t o m i c . c o m

eclectic wearable 
vintage clothes 

striped tights & funky stockings   
journals made from 

recycled books
patches & buttons
vintage vinyl records!

punk~jazz~reggae~rock

real men’s and women’s vintage plus:
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CNY NYCLU Chapter
Statement on Dhafir Case      
Almost three years ago 150 Central New 
York Muslim and Arab families were ag-
gressively interrogated by law enforcement 
agents investigating Dr. Rafil Dhafir, a local
Muslim oncologist. Talk of terrorism per-
meated the news of his subsequent arrest. 
Could Dr. Dhafir, or any Muslim, receive
a fair trial in such an atmosphere?

Dr. Dhafir was found guilty and re-
cently sentenced. SPC supports this state-
ment on the case by the local chapter of 
the New York Civil Liberties Union. For 
more information on the trial, see www.
dhafirtrial.net.

On October 27, Dr. Rafil Dhafir was
sentenced to 22 years in federal prison. 
In February 2005, a jury drawn from the 
Central NY Region found him guilty on 
59 of 60 federal charges. These charges 
included violating federal regulations 
related to economic sanctions imposed 
against Iraq, as well as money launder-
ing, mail and wire fraud, tax evasion, 
visa fraud, and Medicare fraud. All but 
the last category of charges were related 
to his operation of a charity called Help 
the Needy.  

The NYCLU has already expressed 
deep concern about what appeared to 
be a selective prosecution of Dr. Dhafir.
The pursuit of criminal charges related to 

violations of sanctions against Iraq raises 
serious questions about religious and 
ethnic discrimination against a Muslim 
of Arab descent. For instance, it is our 
understanding that the Justice Department 
has addressed comparable violations of 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act mainly through civil fines
instead of launching a criminal prosecu-
tion as in this case.  

The NYCLU also has serious concerns 
about impediments placed on his legal de-
fense by his incarceration from the time of 
his arrest through the end of the trial. Dr. 
Dhafir was totally denied bail and remained
incarcerated for two years awaiting trial. 
Reasonable bail with detailed monitoring 
arrangements should have been made 
available, especially for someone charged 
with a first time non-violent white-collar
crime. Stringent rules for jail visitation also 
prevented him from meeting directly with 
his attorneys privately or through contact 
visits. Such severe impediments would 
have affected Dhafir’s ability to assist his
attorneys and effectively participate in the 
preparation of his defense.  

The federal government has repeatedly 
tried to pitch this as a case with national 
security implications. Both the US Attor-
ney General and the NY State Governor 
referred publicly to this case in the context 

of a terrorism prosecution. However federal 
prosecutors never filed any charges related
to terrorism nor did they prove any link to 
terrorists. Instead, this turned out to be a 
case of white-collar crime; the trial process 
was filled with descriptions of financial
statements and details of financial trans-
actions. The government should not have 
engaged in inflammatory publicity before
the trial, nor introduced highly prejudicial 
allegations of terrorist links through the 
back door of sentencing.  

Every person charged with a crime in 
the US deserves and is entitled to fair and 
equal treatment under the law. In many 
ways, Dr. Dhafir was presumed guilty long
before the trial began, and of much more 
than indicated by the charges filed against
him. For the NYCLU, this case raises serious 
questions as to whether Muslims accused 
or charged with crimes in the US can truly 
receive a fair trial. Our government should 
not tout the conviction of Dr. Dhafir or the
harsh sentence imposed by the court as a 
“win,” or as any kind of advancement in 
national security. When “justice” is pursued 
with religious and ethnic prejudice, and 
through actions that intimidate and isolate 
an entire community, there is no victory 
– there can be no advancement in national 
security, or faith in the promise of equal 
treatment under law.

Iraq Civilians 
reported killed:   26,931 – 30,318
Iraqi civilians 
reported wounded:  at least 42,500

Reported deaths
are only a fraction of actual deaths.

Source: www.iraqbodycount.net. Figures are derived from a comprehensive survey of online media reports 
and eyewitness accounts.
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Cindy Squillace is a Syracuse resident, 
social worker/grief counselor who is filled
with gratitude, outrage, joy and sorrow and 
wants to share the richness of life!

The Widening Circles of Joanna Macy
Cindy Squillace

Eco-philosopher and social activist Joanna 
Macy visited Syracuse in September for 
the first time in over a decade. Joanna,
husband Fran, and their family lived in 
Syracuse while Joanna completed her PhD 
in the Religion Department of Syracuse 
University in the 1970s. She is a respected 
scholar of Buddhism, general systems theory, 
and deep ecology, with several books and 
publications on these topics. Joanna is 
also a translator of Maria Rainer Rilke’s 
poetry and a committed activist, using her 
experience and wisdom to help guide our 
human species toward the creation of a 
life-sustaining, peaceful planet.

University. Joanna shared how deeply 
moved and inspired she was by what she 
learned about our region, particularly 
about the Onondaga Land Rights Action. 
She graciously agreed to speak at the Zen 
Center and led a discussion at Common 
Place Land Trust in Truxton. 

The evening before she left, Joanna 
gave a two-hour workshop at University 
Methodist Church, with more than 75 people. 
At the workshop she explained why she 
considers this to be the most exciting time 
to be born on earth, and why she speaks of 
this as the time of The Great Turning. 

In the short time we had together that 
evening, Joanna also led us in an exercise 
she calls “Widening Circles” (also the name 
of her autobiography and a Rilke poem). 
In this exercise each person chooses an 
issue they feel passionately about and then 
speaks about that issue from several dif-
fering perspectives, including an opposite 
perspective, a non-human perspective and a 
perspective from someone looking back on 
this issue from the future. Can you imagine 
a world where issues were seen from these 
perspectives before decisions were made?  
Participants felt quite “opened” by this 
exercise and several were moved to tears 
while doing it. 

Joanna’s presence was very real, very 
inspiring, and very challenging. Her ongoing 
work helps us acknowledge our pain and 
grief for all that is harmful to our planet 
and find ways to heal our connection with
all other life forms. She now calls this “The 
Work That Reconnects.”   

We discovered that many people in 
Central New York are interested in learn-
ing more about this work. Sixteen people 
came to a follow-up meeting and shared 
how they thought Joanna’s work could be 
useful to them and to our communities. 
They wanted to: 
• learn how to bring spirituality into our 

peace work
• learn how to use Joanna’s work to 

support people in other peace/justice 
projects

• use an ongoing group to change con-
sciousness, to go “deep”

• have a place to express and explore 
the despair and grief we feel about our 
world.
Most people had little experience with 

or knowledge of Joanna’s work, so the next 

step was a half-day workshop to teach her 
theory, followed by experiential exercises 
and discussion. Another sixteen people at-
tended this workshop facilitated by elana 
levy, Peter Swords and myself. A time was 
set to discuss future directions. 

There are people throughout Central 
NY who have been trained by or affected 
by this amazing woman’s labors and want 
to use her methods to move forward in 
their own work. Her influence will be
felt in the Syracuse Community Choir’s 
Summer Solstice Concert, which will use 
Joanna’s work to structure and inform the 
content of the concert.  

Although we are building the path as 
we walk it, and have no direct roadmap 
as yet, we hope that the thinking and 
creativity inspired by Joanna’s work will 
keep rippling, spiraling, fertilizing our 
community in ever widening circles.  We 
will keep PNL readers posted as to op-
portunities in the coming months to learn 
more and support each other in this work. 
Please call elana levy at 472-5711 if you 
are interested in being on a mailing list. 
For more information about Joanna Macy 
go to JoannaMacy.net.

Joanna Macy at her recent workshop in 
Syracuse. Photo: elana levy

This past winter, Joanna was invited 
by Australian peace and eco-activists to 
lead a 30-day advanced retreat/workshop 
called “Seeds for the Future.” While at-
tending this incredible program, I learned 
that CNY holds a special place in Joanna’s 
heart. She was intrigued by the history I 
told her about our region. She wanted to 
learn more about the stories of the Haude-
nosaunee, the early feminists, the activities 
of the Peace Council, the Midland Avenue 
sewage treatment actions, and other bold 
ways that we who live in Central New York 
continue to act to save ourselves and the 
planet. I was delighted that she accepted 
my invitation to visit. 

In addition to seeing old friends, 
Joanna was invited to the Matilda Joslyn 
Gage House, the Onondaga Nation, the 
Syracuse Cultural Workers, and Syracuse 

Joanna’s most 
recent book.
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NAME: MANUEL               AGE :  29 HOME: F AYETTE ST, SYRACUSE    SELF-IDENTITY : PUERTO RICAN MAN
Is the grief and despair of the world connected to the grief and despair in your life? Yes. My grief and despair is
mostly about the safety of our streets. It’s dangerous to walk on the street. If you are walking with your children, you are
even more endangered. This is destruction of the world. This is violence. Lurking around the corner is nothing but trouble.
What do you do that brings positive change to this destruction? An action I take upon myself is to confront people
doing this, tell them to find something else to do, so the street can be safer for everyone. I was real scared at first, but not
anymore. I know I’m doing this for everyone, so I’m less sad and scared about it.

NAME: JULIE                  AGE:  42 HOME: TOUMEY A BBOT TOWERS   SELF -I D: AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN
I have a mental disorder. I am a paranoid schizophrenic, I saw the doctors this past week, they gave me new meds to
control my voices. This is the pain of the world. How does the destruction of the natural world affect you? It makes
me very sad for everybody’s situation. They should redistribute land and give everybody some, equally. What uplifts you
in times of sadness? I pray. You gotta keep your spirit up the whole day long. DON’T GIVE UP, you gotta keep going.

NAME: JAMIE WRIGHT     AGE:  27 SELF-I D: A FRICAN AMERICAN MAN IN CULINARY ARTS , NURSING
My connection to the planet’s grief and despair comes from the destruction of the natural rainforest. It is very important to
preserve all of life on this planet. Abusing life constricts us to perceive differences between cultures. My spiritual vitality
is deprived by all this. They are cutting into my own body – a part of us they are taking away from us. I’m obligated to do
something… plant more trees, that’s the least we can do. The first step to get something done as a culture, as a people, is
to acknowledge this destruction is hurting us all. One way to do this is through Music – the universal language!

NAME: ISAIAH WRIGHT   AGE:  19 HOME: THE N ORTH SIDE   SELF-I D:  AFRICAN-AMERICAN MAN
The local election troubles me. So many electoral candidates make policy without talking to The People first. We can only
voice our opinion through voting. I have despair in the issue of homelessness. They tell us “produce a better life – own a
business” and stuff, when they need to focus on us having homes. When I get real sad, I stay positive; get the word out
about people like me and you. We tryin’ to change the world, make a difference.  When I feel hopeless and powerless, I
try my best to help others. When I do, I’ve achieved something, so I don’t get stressed about the world. Stay positive!

NAME: SEAN    HOME: THIS “ SEWER” (SYRACUSE ) FOR OVER 40 YEARS    SELF-I D: CANADIAN WHITE MAN
How do I deal? Well, I can’t do anything about the war, that’s somebody else’s thing. I play hockey. If we got a game that
night, hopefully we take our frustrations out on the other guys; hopefully we bang them harder than they bang us. I can’t
control what Bush and his buddies do to the rest of us, so we just go out, bang bodies. The first time I lost a part of the
natural world was when I saw an animal I loved get killed; somebody drove over it and left it in my friend’s yard. I was
six years old. I wish I knew who did it. I would stick him in the street and run him over. What can I do about it now? (Very
sad. Tears in his distant eyes). Allow yourself to imagine right now “I could make this world a better place.” What
would you do? Impeach Bush. Be part of a jury doing that. Like a Ref – time’s up, GOODBYE GEORGE.

 “People on the Street Say” is a city-wide Listening Project. This month’s segment is inspired by systems theory
in Joanna Macy’s Work That Reconnects (tWTR). Hannah Cass, the listener, identifies as a 24-yr old Queer
Anarchist, Korea/USA Womyn who is very curious about the workings of other people’s minds and hearts.  A
young sprout in the local tWTR group, she has grown roots in Syracuse for the last three years and is on the
path to midwifery.

PEOPLE
IN THE

STREET
SAY:

GLOBAL
CONNECTION
THROUGH

PAIN?
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MENOPAUSE COACH

WISE WOMAN HERBALIST

GRIEF WORKER

RESTORATIVE MASSAGE

MARIE SUMMERWOOD 315-479-8804

1103 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY  13203

(315) 475-6453
www.newschool-syr.org

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program

“The New School is small enough to provide personal 
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning
activities.  It’s great  to have young and old children
interacting and learning from each other in this unique 
school that both challenges and comforts.”

-Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi

Now Accepting Applications For Fall

where kids love to learn
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Hansen’s Financial Services

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153       800-318-9780
Email:  sue@hansensfinancial.com

Web: hansensfinancial.com
Susan S. Hansen  CFP,CLU

The
Sagacious

Investor
TM

Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are

Invest your money in companies building the 
kind of future you value. You have the option of 
choosing companies that demonstrate corporate 
responsibility.

   
  

   







    

    
    

 








        SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. Rt. 11@Northern Lts 
Plaza (Mattydale). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. E. Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd. (Dewitt). 472-5478.

29 

An eye
 for an
 eye makes
  the whole
 world
blind.
–MK
Gandhi

MAEP (Military Alternatives Edu-
cation Project) Mtg, 7 pm, 2013 E. 
Genesee St. Candace 472-5478.

Film: Wal-Mart: The High Cost of 
Low Prices. 7 pm, Gifford Aud. (HB 
Crouse Hall at SU). Women’s Studies 
Program and Students Coaltion on 
Organized Labor.

Marketing on a Shoestring Work-
shop, 6-7:30 pm, DayHab Center, 512 
Westcott. FREE. Syr. Coop. Federal 
Credit Union (SCFCU), to register (by 
Nov. 30), 471-1116 x223.

                    20   21       22           23    24
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              13   14       15                   16   

27                29    30       1           2             

23        24         25   26

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. Time Warner Ch. 98.  
People for An i mal Rights.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
Television by, for & about teens. 8 
pm. Time Warner Ca ble Chan nel 
98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY THURS: Womens' Voic es 
Ra dio.  WAER - 88 FM.  8 pm.
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EVERY WED: Open Figure 
Draw ing Inc. 7-10 pm. Westcott 
Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics & 
Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Church, 
124 Alden St. 5 pm. 636-7726.

EVERY OTHER  TUES:  Partnership 
for  Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 
pm. For place call Aggie 478-4571.

To list your group’s event 
or meeting, call 472-5478 
or send the info to SPC at 

pnl@peacecouncil.net
PFLAG Monthly Mtg. 1st UU Ch. 
250 Waring Road 7:30 pm. 

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass: St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St., 5 pm. 636-7726.

Syracuse United Neighbors/ 
Skunk City Meeting. Mundy Library, 
1204 S. Geddes St. 6:30pm.

Syracuse United Neighbors/South-
side Coalition. 7pm. Payton Temple, 
1816 Midland Ave. 476-7475.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM
Film: The Revolution Will Not Be 
Televised, (see page 3) 7 pm, 
FREE, Westcott Community Cen-
ter, 826 Euclid Ave, 472-5478.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy 
Now! w/Amy Goodman. 
Time Warner Ca ble Channel 
98, 9 -11 am.

EVERY  WED: SPC Worknight til     
8 pm. Many di verse tasks. 924 
Bur net Ave. Jess 472-5478, 
jessica@peacecouncil.net. 

CNY SOA Abolitionists and Ca-
ribbean Latin America Coalition 
Joint Monthly Potluck Meeting. 4-7 
pm. Brady Faith Center, 404 South 
Ave. 478-4571.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft 
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave.  472-5478.

SPC Steering Committee Mtg. 
7-9pm. SPC, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-
5478. Open to SPC supporters.

Through Dec 3: “Small Hands, Big 
Spirits”: Art from the Onondaga 
Nation School. Community Folk 
Art Center, 2223 E. Genesee St. 
Tues.-Fri. 10-6 pm; Sat. 11-5 pm. 
422-2230.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. Rt. 57 and Vine St., 
Village of Liverpool, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 
noon-12:45 pm. Carousel 
Center Mall (Hiawatha Blvd. 
entrance), 472-5478.

Buy Nothing Day. Protest ram-
pant holiday consumerism! www.
ecoplan.org/ibnd/ib_index.htm

Syracuse United Neighbors/West-
side Coalition. 7pm. Brown Memorial, 
228 Davis St.  476-7475.

Plowshares Craftsfair
CNY’s Multicultural Community
Winter Festival, Nottingham High 
School, 3100 East 
Genesee St., Syr. 
10 am - 5 pm, $2. 
See pp. 11-14.

Pax Christi. 9:30 am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum. Frank 446-
1693.

SPC Office Closed

SPC Study Group on the US 
Glo bal Agenda. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid 
Ave. Carol 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. James Street and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside).

December 26-30: 
SPC Office Closed

Syracuse Community Choir 
Winter Solstice/Reunion Con-
cert, 7 pm, Palace Theater (East-
wood). 428-8151 or 479-5757. 
FEE. See p. 5.

Thanksgiving Day

Film: Wal-Mart: the High Cost of 
Low Prices. 7 pm, St. Joseph the 
Worker Church, Tulip St. (Liverpool). 
Mark 422-3363 x11.

Northern Lights, bluegrass band, 
8 pm, May Memorial, 3800 E. Gen-
esee St, $15, tickets@folkus.org.

Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors, Open Hand Theater, 8 
pm, Plymouth Church, 232 E. 
Onondaga St. $18 advance, $20 
door, 476-0466.

Plowshares Craftsfair
CNY’s Multicultural Community
Winter Festival, Nottingham High 
School, 3100 East 
Genesee St., Syr. 
11 am - 5 pm, $2. 
See pp. 11-14.

Grandfather Frost Folk Tales 
from Russia, Open Hand Theater, 
11 am, 518 Prospect Ave. Adults 
$9, kids $6, 476-0466.

The Magic of Theater, talk by 
Elizabeth & Malcolm Ingram, Univ. 
Neighbors Lectures 3pm, Westcott 
Comm. Ctr, 826 Euclid Ave. $10, 
478-8634.

Amahl... 2 pm, see Dec. 2.

CNY Alliance for Retired Ameri-
cans Meeting, 10 am, NYSUT 
Office (Brittonfield Office Park, 
E. Syr.). Gerry glotierz@twcny.
rr.com. 

From The Earth, Onondaga 
Nation School Arts and Crafts 
Show, 10-5 pm, Onondaga Nation 
School (81 to Rt. 11 to Rt. 11A), 
469-6991. FREE.

From The Earth, Onondaga 
Nation School Arts and Crafts 
Show, 10-5 pm, Onondaga Nation 
School (81 to Rt. 11 to Rt. 11A), 
469-6991. FREE.

Amahl and the Night Visitors, 2 
pm, see Dec. 2.

Amahl and the Night Visitors, 2 
pm, see Dec. 2.

Amahl and the Night Visitors, 2 
pm, see Dec. 2.

Dan Duggan & Peggy Lynn
(hammered-dulcimer player & 
Adirondack songwriter), 8 pm, May 
Memorial (3800 E. Genesee St.). 
$10, tickets@folkus.org.

Grandfather Frost Folk Tales 
from Russia, see Dec. 3.

Brooks Williams and Paul 
Asbell, acoustic jazz, blues, 
& folk guitar, 8 pm, Westcott 
Comm. Ctr. (826 Euclid Ave), 
$12, 478-8634.

Plowshares Craftsfair Set Up. 
6 pm volunteers. 7 pm crafters 
Nottingham High School, 
3100 East Genesee St., Syr. 
472-5478.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics & 
Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Church, 
124 Alden St. 5 pm. 636-7726.
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EVERY OTHER  TUES:  Partnership 
for  Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 
pm. For place call Aggie 478-4571.

SPC Study Group on the US 
Glo bal Agenda. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid 
Ave. Carol 472-5478.

My Classic Life as an Artist, Beyond 
Compliance Coordinating Committee 
film, 7pm, Watson Theater (SU). Jitka 
289-5083. FREE.

Death Squadrons: Indonesia’s 
Years of Living Dangerously, 7pm, 
Hamilton Movie Theater (Hamilton), 
Colgate Univ. Peace & Conflict Studies 
Prog. Lori 228-7806. FREE.
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3

Film: "Cauldron of War" from 
500 Nations, 2 pm, Comm. Folk 
Art Ctr, 2223 E. Genesee St. $3. 
422-2230.

Film: The Broken Chain, 7 pm, 
Community Folk Art Center, 2223 
E. Genesee St. $3. 422-2230.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil
Community Calendar

LATE NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
                     200528

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY 
Labor Fed., 404 Oak St. Andy 
472-5478.

Dec. 6, 8: QuickBooks Workshop, 
6-8 pm, SW Economic Business 
Resource Ctr., 506 E. Onondaga 
St. FREE. SCFCU, Ayesha 471-
1116 x223.

Buying a Home When Legally 
“Single,” 6-8 pm, Home Hqtrs., 124 E. 
Jefferson. FREE. Register (by Dec. 
2): Ayesha 471-1116 x223.

Peace Action Meeting, 7 pm, May 
Memorial Unitarian Society, 3800 E. 
Genesee St., Syracuse. 478-7442.


