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March to Guantánamo: 
Witness Against Torture!

Jessica Stewart

“Today after a long journey, 25 Catholic 
Workers arrived at the gate that the Bush 
administration thought no American could 
get to.

We crossed a line no one but a Cu-
ban military officer has crossed since the
revolution almost 50 years ago.”

–Danny Burns, at the gate to Guantánamo

In December, 25 US Christians, calling 
themselves Witness Against Torture, fasted 
and prayed at the gates of Guantánamo Bay 
prison. They had marched 100 km across 
Cuba in an effort to visit the prisoners be-

ing held there. Among the 25 were Ithaca 
residents Dana Brown, Danny Burns, Clare 
Grady, Teresa Grady and Grace Ritter.  Also 
on the walk were an 80 year old Catholic 
nun, Sr. Ann Montgomery, two priests and 
Frida Berrigan, niece of Syracuse activist 
Jerry Berrigan.

They went there because they were called 
by their faith tradition to visit the prisoners. 
Men and boys, as young as 14 years old, 
have been held by the US government at 
Camp Delta in Guantánamo since October 
2001. They are being held without charge. 
They have been denied legal counsel. Re-
ports of torture and abuse are widespread. 
The prisoners do not know if or when they 

will ever be tried or released. By visiting the 
prison camp, the marchers hoped to let the 
prisoners know they are not forgotten. 

They also hoped to shine a spotlight on 
our government’s disregard for human rights 
and international law. Our government has 
disregarded the UN Charter, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the Geneva 
Conventions, the Nuremburg Principles 
and the Convention against Torture.  This 
disregard is not just at Guantánamo but 
also in the “war on terror,” the war against 
Iraq and in many parts of our global and 
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SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203

(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net
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Jessica Maxwell <jessica@peacecouncil.net>

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

White Brain/Left Brain:
Racism in the Left

This training will focus on racism within 
the white left movement and will explore 
how white activists and organizers must 
work to dismantle white supremacy 
within ourselves and our organizations 
in order to act in solidarity with people 
of color in their daily struggles against 
racism and capitalism. 

Thursday, February 16
7-8:30 pm

Westcott Community Center
(corner of Euclid and Westcott, Syracuse)

followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE

Tide Turns Against War
As US public sentiment has turned decid-
edly against the continued US occupation 
of Iraq, national campaigns for nonviolent 
direct action and legislative pressure have 
been launched. An Iraq Action Committee 
has formed at SPC to implement a local 
nonviolent action campaign and support 
national efforts. 

We organized a New Year’s Eve vigil 
that about 60 people attended at Clinton 
Square. More recently, we participated with 
MoveOn and Peace Action in a meeting 
with Congressman Walsh, who continues 
to disappoint us with his staunch refusal 
to hold a public meeting or to support any 
legislation that sets a timetable for US 
withdrawal from Iraq. Then, on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, we organized a “Jus-
tice Not War” demonstration in downtown 
Syracuse.

You are invited to a major organizing 
meeting on February 2 (Groundhog Day) 
at 7 pm at SPC. We are planning many 
events, including fasting and street theatre, 
leading up a large mobilization March 
19-20, which marks the start of the fourth 
year of the US occupation. 

Contact Jessica to get involved.

Torture, 
Terror, 

Tyranny
The Peace Coun-
cil and the CNY 
ACLU Chapter 
are organizing 
a luncheon fea-
turing Amnesty 
International Di-
rector William 
Schulz. Join us 
fo r  “Tor tu re , 
Terror, Tyranny: 
What’s Gone 
Wrong” on Tues-
day, February 
28 at 12:30 pm 
at Grace Epis-
copal Church, 
819 Madison St., 
Syracuse. 

The benefit
soup and salad luncheon costs $10-25 (slid-
ing scale). Please RSVP by February 23: 
call SPC  (472-5478) or email the ACLU 
at director@cnyclu.org. Please mail checks 
made out to SPC to: 924 Burnet Ave., 
Syracuse, NY 13203 (PNL Subscribers 
– see enclosed flyer).

Creative Resistance:        
SPC Skill Share

Yes, working for peace and social justice 
should be consistent, dedicated, hard work. 
But, can’t we have fun too? Come to a fa-
cilitated skill share on creative resistance. 
We’ll share information about past actions, 
practice hands-on skills and brainstorm 
new ideas together. If you have an idea 
to share or a skill to show, or just want to 
learn from others, please come – and bring 
your imagination (and props!). Skill share 
will be held at the SPC office, February 
15, 7 pm. Contact Jessica.

2006 Strike 4 Peace             
is No April’s Fool

The 2006 Strike for Peace, a fun(d)-raising 
bowl-a-thon, will be held on April Fool’s 

Day, Saturday, April 1, at Bowl Mor Lanes, 
201 Highland Ave., East Syracuse, in two 
shifts, 12:30-2:30 pm and 3-5 pm. 

Since there are a limited number of 
lanes, teams are encouraged to register and 
pay early in order to reserve a lane during 
their preferred time.  The cost is $15 for 
adults and $10 for children 12 and under. 
Bumper bowling is available if requested in 
advance.  Volunteers interested in helping 
before or during the event are welcome. 
Proceeds benefit the programs and activi-
ties of SPC. 

To register or volunteer, visit www.
peacecouncil.net or call 472-5478 and 
request a registration form.  

– Barb Humphrey

People gather in Clinton Square on New Year’s Eve afternoon, making a 
collective resolution to end the war in 2006. Photo: Patrick Sauter.
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Weekly Peace Outreach
Be a visible part of the growing opposi-
tion to the war on Iraq.

Every Thursday, noon to 12:45 pm 
(note change in date and time).

• February 2 Rt. 57 and Vine St., 
Village of Liverpool 

• February 9 Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley)

• February 16 James St. and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside)

• February 23 Rt. 11 (Northern Lts 
Shopping Center, Mattydale)

SPC / continued from previous page

Activist Appreciation:    
Beth Mosley

Is there anything Beth Mosley has not done 
for the Peace Council? We are indebted to 
her for many things, most prominently:
• Her ongoing commitment and passion 

to support the traditional government 
of the Onondaga Nation. Starting with 
the group Save Onondaga Sovereignty 
and now Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation, Beth has been instrumental in 
nurturing the relationship between SPC 
and the Onondagas. 

Youth Empowerment vs.   
Kill ‘Em Government

The Military Education Alternatives Project 
(MAEP) met in early January to discuss 
how we can forge connections with city 
high school students and teachers to help 
students start their own counter-recruitment 
organizations.  

Also, this month MAEP interviewed 
seven applicants for our paid spring intern-
ship.  Congratulations to Henninger High 
School junior Dylan Brown, SPC’s newest 
intern!  Dylan will work with Candace and 
Jessica to organize an alternative career fair 
to connect local youth to work and educa-
tion opportunities related to social justice 
and community empowerment.

MAEP’s next meeting is 7 pm on Feb-
ruary 6 at the AFSC/Peace Action Office
(2013 E. Genesee). Contact Candace 472-
5478 or candace@peacecouncil.net.

Welcome to SPC’s 2006 
Steering Committee

The Steering Committee is responsible 
for the political and financial health of the
Peace Council. It is a working committee, 
involving one or two meetings a month, 
in addition to subcommittee work. SPC 
has been fortunate to find talented people
willing to participate. 

This year’s members are: Carol 
Baum, Gary Bonaparte, Hari Chathrattil, 
Joan Conley, Dik Cool, Alanna Gothard, 
Barb Humphrey, Andy Mager, Jessica 
Maxwell, Shirley Novak, Mike Pasquale, 
Thor Ritz and Candace Saunders. Thanks 
to outgoing members Beth Mosley and 
John Burdick.

If you are an SPC activist and might 
be interested in joining the Steering Com-
mittee, please contact Carol.

PNL #750!
You are holding Peace Newsletter #750. A 
little math will tell you that SPC has pub-
lished 10 to 11 newsletters per year for 70 
years—quite an achievement for your Syracuse 
Peace Council. Look for details next month 
about our 70th Birthday Celebration. 

Year End Finances 
Thanks to a generous bequest last spring, 
SPC ended the year very much in the black. 
However, without the bequest, we would 
have had a net loss of  $7,000, making this 
the first year since SPC’s revitalization

Beth (left) shares a light moment with Ada 
Jacques of the Onondaga Nation at the 2005 
SPC Birthday Celebration. Photo: elana levy

began four years ago that we have lost 
money. This needs to be turned around, 
since the bequest has been set aside for a 
new building and other long-term orga-
nizational needs, not operating expenses. 

While we continue to seek new sources 
of funding, including grants and innovative 
fundraisers, your donations and pledges 
– money we can count on – are particularly 
important.

Contact Carol.

Start an SPC Project 
Would you like to start an SPC project? 
Or would you like something you already 
are working on to become an SPC proj-
ect? SPC’s Steering Committee recently 
approved a process for you to be able to 
do just that. 

In short, you will need to explain your 
idea to the Program Committee (which will 
decide whether or not it makes sense as an 
SPC project) by describing the goals of the 
project, its timeline and activities, resources 
you hope SPC will provide, how it relates 
to SPC’s Statement of Purpose (see page 
2), and what you can contribute to making 
it happen. We’d be happy to hear from you. 
For more details, contact Carol. 

Thanks, Credit Union!
Each year the Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union gives monetary “Common 
Cents” awards to organizations voted on 
by credit union members. This January 
SPC received an award of $492. We’re 
very grateful for it, and appreciate the 
cooperative spirit of the credit union in 
providing the awards.

• Her dedication to the Plowshares Crafts-
fair and The Front Room. Not only is 
she on the Plowshares Committee, but 
if you have ever bought anything from 
The Front Room there, it was most 
likely ordered, unpacked and lugged 
over to Plowshares by Beth.

• Her work on SPC staff and helping 
keep the organization together – no 
easy task, especially during troubled 
times. 

• Her role as a key player in SPC’s revi-
talization. She joined the “revitalized” 
Steering Committee in January 2002, 
remaining on it thru 2005.

Beth’s activism is a family affair; we 
also want to appreciate her partner Lance 
Hogan and their children Sarah, Amanda 
and Mara Hogan – who often make up a 
large part of the SPC contingent at Pride 
Parade and staffing the Front Room, among
other things.

Beth is currently spending most of her 
time in Philadelphia and we miss her. continued on page 12 lower right
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Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common Future
Andy Mager

From spirituality to “Indian” law, from 
sovereignty to healing the earth, from 
visionary women to participatory danc-
ing—Central New Yorkers will have an 
unprecedented learning opportunity this 
coming year.

The Onondaga Nation and their Land 
Rights Action will be the focus of a year-long 
series of educational programs starting on 
February 27. “Onondaga Land Rights 
and Our Common Future” features a 
series of programs—approximately 
every month—at Syracuse Stage 
(820 E. Genesee St., Syracuse). 
Presenters will include Onondagas 
and other Haudenosaunee people, 
scholars and activists. 

Initiated by Neighbors of the 
Onondaga Nation (NOON), the se-

ries is a major collaboration, involving 
over 20 departments and organizations at 
Syracuse University and SUNY ESF, the 
Inter-Religious Council of CNY, First UU  
Social Justice Committee, the Matilda 

Joslyn Gage Foundation and the Syracuse 
Cultural Workers.

The series hopes to draw significant
attendance from wide sectors of the Syracuse 
community. The programs are designed to 
educate Central New Yorkers about the 
Onondaga Nation, the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy, the background to their claims 
for land and the specifics of the Onondaga
Land Rights Action. 

 “We’re thrilled by the breadth of 
the program, the speakers we’ll be 
bringing and the visibility for the 
issues which we hope to flow from
the events,” notes SU Women’s 
Studies Director Linda Alcoff, one 
of the organizers.

The free programs begin at 7:00 
pm and will be followed by a reception 
with refreshments. The full schedule 

follows and is available at www.
peacecouncil.net/noon. PNL subscribers 

can share this information by posting the 
enclosed flier in a public spot.

For more information, or to help, contact 
Andy at the Peace Council office.

Monday, February 27, 2006
The Nation in Our Midst: Onondaga 
History, Culture and Spirituality
Speakers: Sid Hill, Audrey Shenandoah 
and others

Tuesday, March 7, 2006
Visionary Women: The 
Haudenosaunee and the US 
Women’s Rights Movement
Speakers: Jeanne Shenandoah and Sally 
Roesch Wagner

Tuesday, April 11, 2006
The Onondaga Nation Encounters 
European Settlers
Speaker: Robert W. Venables

Tuesday, April 18, 2006
“Discovering” the US: 
Haudenosaunee Influences on    
US Culture and Democracy 
Speaker: John Mohawk

Tuesday, June 13, 2006
Onondaga Land Rights: All 
Central New Yorkers Can Benefit
Speakers: Bea Gonzalez, Wendy 
Gonyea and Andy Mager

Tuesday, July 11, 2006
The Onondaga Nation and the   
US Courts 
Speakers: Joe Heath and others

Monday, September 11, 2006
Racism, Native American Human 
Rights and the UN 
Speaker: Oren Lyons

Monday, October 16, 2006 
Environmental Stewardship: 
Restoring the Land & Waters of the 
Historic Onondaga Nation Territory
Speakers: TBA

Tuesday, October 17, 2006
Day long Teach-In at ESF             
on Environmental Issues 

Speakers: Phil Arnold, Steven Brechin, 
Emmanuel Carter, Freida Jacques, 
Robin Kimmerer, Jack Manno, Ed 
Michalenko, Sharon Moran and others 

Tuesday, October 17, 2006
Environmental Stewardship: 
Finding Common Ground Between 
Traditional Environmental Knowledge 
and “Modern” Environmental Science 
Speaker: Winona LaDuke

Monday, November 27, 2006
Why Native American Sovereignty 
Makes Sense for All of Us 
Speakers: Tonya Gonella Frichner, 
Richard Loder and Scott Lyons

Wednesday, December 6, 2006
GRAND FINALE: Come Sing and 
Dance with the Haudenosaunee 
Singers & Dancers
Women’s Building Gym, Comstock Ave.

Andy, an SPC staffer, hopes this series helps 
change the social, economic, political and 
natural landscape of Central New York.

All events start at 7 pm at Syracuse Stage (unless otherwise noted)



6 Peace Newsletter February 2006

Statement Regarding the Use of Torture By 
the United States 
InterReligious Council of Central New York

On December 13, 2005, the Board of 
Directors of the InterReligious Council 
of Central New York (IRC)  unanimously 
approved the IRC’s issuing of the follow-
ing Statement on Torture. This statement 
will be sent to Senator Charles Schumer, 
Senator Hillary Clinton and Congress-
man James Walsh in addition to President 
George W. Bush.

Preamble
The terrorist attacks in New York City and 
Washington D.C. on September 11, 2001 
were a defining moment in the history of
the United States. The events of that day 
resulted in many changes both domesti-
cally and internationally as the United 
States and other nations responded to 
the threat of terrorism. Domestically, the 
United States Congress passed the Patriot 
Act and voted to establish the Department 
of Homeland Security. Internationally, the 
United States declared war on the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan, established a policy 
of pre-emptive war, and declared war based 
on this doctrine with the government of 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq.

While there has been ongoing debate 
from all perspectives on the justification
for these responses to the threat of terrorist 
attacks around the world and within our own 
country, there has been a growing concern 
regarding the revelations of the abuse and 
torture of persons – both combatants and 
non-combatants – who have been detained 
by our government in Guantánamo Bay, 

prisons in Iraq and Afghanistan, and other 
places around the globe.

The United States is a signatory nation 
to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 in which 
the rights of prisoners of war, civilians in 
occupied territories, detainees and other 
imprisoned combatants are guaranteed and 
protected.  Among these rights is protection 
from torture both physical and psychologi-
cal, and from abuse of the detainees’ rights 
to medical care, expression of religious 
faith, and “outrages upon personal dignity, 
in particular humiliating and degrading 
treatment.” (Part I, article 3.1c) 

The Geneva Conventions of 1949 de-
clared that signatory nations would agree 
to abide by the articles of the Convention 
in all conflicts with other signatory nations
(Part II, Article 13). Of concern to many 
throughout our nation is the policy at the 
highest levels of the federal government 
to deny persons from combatant countries 
and groups the protections of the Geneva 
Conventions and due process according to 
US military or civilian legal standards.

Statement
The InterReligious Council of Central 
New York works to promote the inclusion 
of, respect for, and compassion toward all 
persons within our community regardless of 
race, creed, gender or nationality. While the 
IRC acknowledges the desire of the United 
States to promote “liberty and justice for all” 
throughout the world we strongly feel and 
declare that the policy, intention or threat 

to use torture against our enemies defeats 
these national aims, undermines the core 
values of our country, is inhumane, and 
is contrary to the beliefs and teachings of 
our faith communities. We believe that all 
persons are endowed by the Creator with 
human dignity. Therefore, we speak out 
against the use of torture in any and all of 
its forms. Furthermore,

We call upon President George W. 
Bush and the members of the United States 
Congress to reaffirm the commitment of
the United States government to uphold the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949 in its entirety 
and apply it to all individuals charged as 
enemy combatants in the war on terror in 
the custody of the United States, whether 
they are in or outside our nation’s boundar-
ies or delivered to another country.

We further call upon President Bush 
as Commander in Chief to order all units 
and organizations of the United States 
government under his command – military, 
non-military and paramilitary – to cease 
and desist from any action that is defined
as torture or prisoner abuse by the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 in all conflicts in
which our nation is, and, or will be in-
volved whether declared or undeclared, 
whether with a sovereign nation, other 
governmental entity, or non-governmental 
organization.

–Reverend William Redfield
President, IRC Board of Directors

–Dr. James B. Wiggins
IRC Executive Director

1103 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY  13203

(315) 475-6453
www.newschool-syr.org

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program

“The New School is small enough to provide personal 
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning
activities.  It’s great  to have young and old children
interacting and learning from each other in this unique 
school that both challenges and comforts.”

-Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi

Now Accepting Applications For Fall

where kids love to learn

Mark your Calendar!
Credit   UnionCredit   UnionCredit   UnionCredit   UnionCredit   Union
Annual   MeetingAnnual   MeetingAnnual   MeetingAnnual   MeetingAnnual   Meeting
Sunday, March 12, 2006

The meeting will start at 3:00 PM with dinner at 5:15 PM.
Details will come in the mail.

Childcare will be available during the meeting but not during dinner.
Nominations for board or credit committee positions may be

submitted in writing at either credit union office: ATTN: Nominations.

Credit Union
Annual Meeting
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Steve, a death row prisoner at San Quentin (CA), writes to help the 
outside world understand life on the inside.

Execution Day (San Quentin State Prison)
Steve Champion, aka Adisa Akanni Kamara

It doesn’t matter if on the day of an execution, the 
morning forecast is sunny and warm. A turbulent 
storm is brewing on the inside, and humidity on 
death row is always high. The feeling is both eerie 
and sickening, as if some mysterious, awful sore 
is about to discharge itself.

Execution day is the quietest day on death 
row. The usual early morning banter, pots and 
pans being hustled about by guards preparing to 
serve breakfast, the morning ritual of “roll call” as 
someone shouts good morning to friends, sounds 
of TVs and radios being switched on—all are 
stilled: the impending doom sucks sound right 
from the air.

The silence on death row can be deafening. 
And on any other day, silence is a welcome break 
from the monotony of the screeching noise. One 
would assume the silence is a result of people 
becoming more introspective, more contemplative 
about the reality of their situation. In some cases 
this is true, but the opposite is more likely. Most 
people are in bed asleep trying to escape. Anytime 
there is a scheduled execution the entire prison, 
including all programming, comes to a complete halt. Everything 
ceases while San Quentin moves into high security, standing 
patient and poised to snuff out another life. Prison officials stroll
the tiers, peering into the cells at us, as if they’re seeing some 
rare and disgusting animals on the verge of extinction. Many 
of them support the death penalty and gleefully rejoice when 
we are pronounced dead. Nothing is exchanged during these 
observations but hostile glances.

Most people on death row will be glued to their TVs or radios 
listening intensely as news reporters interrupt daily program-
ming to give updates on the pending execution. The gathering 
of anti- and pro-death penalty groups will assemble in front 
of the prison gate with picket signs and a conviction that their 
cause will prevail. A phalanx of prison guards standing in full 
combat gear will be stationed in front of the prison gate forming 
a prophylactic shield, like serfs protecting the fortress of their 
feudal lord from invasion.

The attorneys for the condemned man will be scurrying 
around throughout the day, both in front of cameras and behind 
the scenes, making last ditch efforts to save the life of their 
client. They’ll work overtime trying to convince us that there 
is always hope, that we should not give up. But we who have 
been on death row know this to be a lie, because a last minute 
appeal to an apathetic court or a politically driven Governor 
(who rode into office as a pro-death penalty candidate) is like
asking a hungry, angry bear not to bite you.

Death penalty opponents will give fiery and spirited speeches
throughout the night, trying to create a hopeful and optimistic 
atmosphere in the face of something diabolical. The tug-of-war 

between the death penalty supporters and oppo-
nents will rage on, but in the end no one wins. A 
reporter will announce the menu of the condemned 
man’s last meal, and the small separate gather-
ings of true believers and preachers of hate will 
stand juxtaposed. The silent prayers and candles 
of the night vigil are as loud as thunder and as 
bright as lightening.

Death row prisoners are attuned to every-
thing going on. We understand that whatever the 
outcome, our situation is amplified. None of us
are exempt from the execution, none of us walks 
away unaffected, and many of us stay up to the 
last minute, hoping the attorney unearths some 
new evidence that will alter the court’s ruling, 
or in a temporary fit of idealism, hoping a judge
who acted too hastily in an earlier decision will 
change his ruling. We are always disappointed. 
But hope, as fleeting or false as it is, is all we
have at this level. And when that is gone . . . .

Men who normally don’t pray will find
themselves asking God to exert his powers and 
intervene to save a life. We usually get our answer 
just after 12:01 a.m., when the person has been 
pronounced dead, we’re let off lockdown, and 

the prison program returns to “business as usual.”
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Michael Schwartz is a professor of sociology 
at the State University of New York at Stony 
Brook. His work on Iraq has appeared at 
ZNET, TomDispatch, and Z Magazine.

Ten Ways to Debate Iraq
Michael Schwartz

This article originally appeared on Tom 
Dispatch. We have reprinted the first six
arguments here; you can read the full text 
at www.peacecouncil.net/pnl or www.
tomdispatch.com. 

I often receive emails—pro and con—about 
my postings on the war in Iraq, and I try 
to respond to any substantive questions or 
critiques offered.

But when I received an email recently 
entitled “10 Questions” in response to a 
TomDispatch commentary detailing the 
arguments for immediate withdrawal, I 
must admit my heart sank—the questions 
were familiar, but the answers were complex 
and I was in no mood to spend the time 
needed to respond properly.

After a couple of days, however, I 
began to warm to the idea of writing short 
but pointed responses to these common 
criticisms of antiwar positions because, I 
realized, they are the bread and butter of 
daily Iraq discourse in our country. When 
the war comes up in the media or in casual 
conversation, these are the issues that are 
raised by those who think we have to “stay 
the course”—and among those who oppose 
the war, these are the lurking, unspoken 
questions that haunt our discussions. So 
here are my best brief answers to these 
key issues in the crucial, ongoing debate 
over Iraq.

“I read your article on withdrawal 
of American troops,” my correspondent 
began, “and questioned the lack of discus-
sion of the following...” (His comments 
are in bold.)

1   Nothing was mentioned about improve-
ments in Iraq (elections, water and 

energy, schools). No Saddam to fear!
Water and energy delivery as well as 

schools are worse off than before the US 
invasion. Ditto for the state of hospitals 
(and medical supplies), highways, and 
oil production. Elections are a positive 

change, but the elected government does 
not have more than a semblance of actual 
sovereignty, and therefore the Iraqi people 
have no power to make real choices about 
their future. One critical example: The 
Shiite/Kurdish political coalition now in 
power ran on a platform whose primary 
promise was that, if elected, they would 
set and enforce a timetable for American 
withdrawal. As soon as they took power, 
they reneged on this promise (apparently 
under pressure from the US). They have 
also proved quite incapable of fulfilling
their other campaign promises about restor-
ing services and rebuilding the country; 
and for that reason (as well as others), 
their constituents (primarily the Shia) are 
becoming ever more disillusioned. In the 
most recent polls, Shia Iraqis now are about 
70% in favor of US withdrawal.

2 Nothing was mentioned about 
Iraqis who want the US to remain 

(especially the Kurds and the majority 
of Iraqi women).

Among the three principal ethno-reli-
gious groups in Iraq, the Sunnis (about a fifth
of the population) are almost unanimous in 
their opposition to the American presence, 
while around 70% of the Shia (themselves 
about 60% of the population) want the US 
to withdraw. Hence, even before we con-
sider the Kurds, the majority of Iraqis are 
in favor of a full-scale American departure 
“as soon as possible.” It is true that the 
Kurds (about 20% of the population) favor 
the US remaining. However, they have 
their own militias and many of them do 
not want significant numbers ofAmerican
troops in their territory. (The US presence 
there is small-scale at the moment.) What 
they desire is a US occupation for someone 
else, not themselves. I think we can safely 
say that the vast majority of Iraqis oppose 
the presence of US troops.

I know of no study indicating that Iraqi 
women favor the US presence. Perhaps you 
are referring to the fact that large numbers 
of women in Iraq are upset and angry over 
the erosion of their rights since the fall 
of Saddam. I know some commentators 
claim that the US presence is insurance 
against further erosion of those rights, 
but everything I have read indicates that 
a significant number of Iraqi women (like
all Iraqis) blame the Bush administration 
for these policies. After all, the Americans 

installed in power (and continue to sup-
port) the political forces spearheading 
anti-woman policies in the country. Poll-
ing data do not indicate that any sizable 
group of Sunni or Shia women support a 
continued US presence.

3 Nothing was mentioned about the 
benefitsoftheUSmilitarygainingvalu-

able experience and knowledge daily.
Certainly, the US gains military and 

political “experience” from the war, as 
from any war, but at the expense of many 
deaths (2,127) and injuries (at least 15,704) 
to American soldiers. Beyond these pub-
licly listed casualty figures lie the endless
ways in which the lives of our soldiers are 
permanently damaged: On November 26, 
for example, the New York Times reported 
on a recent army study indicating that 17% 
of all personnel sent to Iraq have “serious 
symptoms of depression, anxiety or post-
traumatic stress disorder.” Since about a 
million American troops have now seen 
service in Iraq, approximately 170,000 
have gained the “experience” of having 
a severe mental problem. Moreover, the 
war experience in Iraq has proved so 
demoralizing to the military that many of 
the best soldiers are leaving at the end of 
their tours, instead of staying on in active 
or reserve status. This is undermining the 
viability of the military, long term.

US casualties, of course, have been 
dwarfed by the damage done to the Iraqi 
people. Between 25,000 and 40,000 Iraqi 
civilians are dying each year—and mul-
titudes are injured. We are wrecking the 
country’s infrastructure.

Certainly there is a better way to gain 
experience than this.

4 Nothing was mentioned about the 
future benefitsofastrongdemocracy

in the Middle East.
We can all agree that a strong democ-

racy in the Middle East would have huge 
benefits for Iraq and for its neighbors as
well as for the rest of the world. If I thought 
that our actions there were actually help-
ing to bring this about, perhaps I might 
also believe that the benefits of an active
democracy outweighed at least some of 
the many problems we have been creat-
ing. But from the beginning, the talk of 
democracy was a hollow mantra, just one 
of a group of public rationalizations for a 
war motivated by the Bush administration’s 

continued on next page
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Total number of detainees held outside the 
USA by the US during the “war on terror”:   70,000 
p://www.defenselink.mil/news/casualty.pdf
Source: “Guantánamo and beyond: The continuing pursuit of unchecked executive power”—a report by 
Amnesty International (www.amnesty.org). The vast majority of detainees have received no legal process to 
determine their status or the legitimacy of their detention.

desire to dominate Middle Eastern politics 
and economics. The US government has 
never actually relinquished sovereignty to 
the Iraqi government.

5 Nothing was mentioned about the 
future benefits of oil reserves.
Though the Bush Administration de-

nies it, many observers agree with you that 
access to Iraqi oil was a major motivation 
for the war. But we need to understand the 
nature of this motivation. Even before the 
invasion, when UN sanctions were still in 
place against Saddam Hussein’s regime, 
American oil companies could (and, in 
many cases, did) buy Iraqi oil at market 
price. The issue was never “access” to 
Iraqi oil in the sense of simply being able 
to buy it. The Bush administration was 
thinking about other kinds of energy access, 
including controlling the heartland of the 
world’s main future oil supplies and giving 
American oil companies privileged access 
to Iraqi oil reserves. (See, for example, the 
recent report by the Global Policy Forum). 
It’s my contention that such privileged 
“access” for US oil companies would not 
actually help the American people. The 
oil majors, after all, have a long history 
of exploiting Americans hardly less ruth-
lessly than they exploit the peoples of other 

countries, when they can make a larger 
profit by doing so. (The latest incident in
their long and deplorable record involved 
the massive price increases they instituted 
at American pumps almost immediately 
after hurricane Katrina hit.) Moreover, such 
privileged access would have deprived the 
Iraqis of their right to use the oil to their 
own benefit—something they desperately
need now that the Saddam Hussein regime, 
twelve years of brutal sanctions, and the 
current war have gutted the country.

The best approach for us (but not nec-
essarily for the American oil companies) 
would be to buy our oil on the open market, 
put our research money into conservation 
and renewable fuels instead of military ad-
ventures, and avoid trying to get “control” 
of something that doesn’t belong to us.

6 Nothing was mentioned about what 
fundamentalist Muslims would like 

to achieve.
I assume that, when you refer to “fun-

damentalist Muslims,” you are referring to 
terrorists, including those in Iraq and those 
who attacked the World Trade Center, the 
London tube, and the Madrid trains. First, I 
have to disagree with this identification of
the terrorists (who are indeed fundamental-
ist) with all fundamentalist Muslims. That 
would be the same as characterizing those 
who bombed the Oklahoma City Federal 

Building as “fundamentalist Christians” 
and then implying that the destruction of 
such buildings is what all fundamentalist 
Christians yearn to achieve.

Second, I disagree with the implicit 
argument that somehow withdrawal will 
allow the terrorists to dominate Iraqi 
society and impose a horrible regime on 
an Iraq, bent on attacking its neighbors 
and the United States. A large part of my 
commentary in favor of withdrawal was 
devoted to debunking this prevalent idea. 
I think I made a reasonably good case for 
the possibility that Bush administration 
actions in Iraq are creating and strength-
ening the terrorist groups within the Iraqi 
resistance. The longer the US stays, the 
more the Islamic terrorists there are likely 
to gain strength; the sooner the US leaves, 
the more quickly the resistance will subside, 
and—with it—support for terrorism. The 
administration’s Iraqi occupation policies 
are the equivalent of a nightmarish self-
fulfilling prophesy.

Talk AND Action!
Major anti-war organizing meeting

February 2 (Groundhog Day)
7 pm at SPC, 924 Burnet Ave. 

You can make a difference.
Contact Jessica, 472-5478 or 

jessica@peacecouncil.net.

The U.S. 
killed my 
parents & 
all I got is 
this lousy 
T-Shirt.

Heat/continued from previous page
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Catherine is a Core Contributor to The 
NewStandard. She recently left Syracuse to 
work as an independent radio news producer 
and reporter in Richmond, Virginia and is the 
Media Section Editor for Clamor magazine 
(www.clamormagazine.org).

This Winter, Some Choose Between 
Warmth, Food, Health
Catherine Komp

Winter in America’s coldest climates may 
be idyllic and cozy in holiday movies and 
Christmas carols, but many of the nation’s 
poor weather the season in frigid and drafty 
homes, forced to make difficult choices
between warmth and other necessities like 
food and health care.

Now, as energy prices rise and the 
poverty rate steadily advances, lawmakers 
have gone home for the holidays without ap-
proving additional emergency-heating funds 
for a winter 
predicted to 
be far costlier 
than any in re-
cent memory. 
Republican 
l awmakers 
stripped an 
amendment 
to  p rov ide 
$2 billion in 
a d d i t i o n a l 
home-heating 
supplements 
from a military spending bill that passed 
the Senate last week.

In previous years, emergency heating 
assistance has already fallen short, and this 
winter promises to be especially icy for 
those without means to pay for warmth. 
As applications for help increase to 5.6 
million – the highest level in twelve years 
– at least eight states predict they will run 
out of funds in the coming weeks, including 
New York, Indiana, Maryland and North 
Carolina.

Wisconsin, like many states, has a 
“winter moratorium” to prevent utility 
companies from disconnecting customers 
from November 1 to April 15. During this 
period, many families spend their meager 
paychecks on rent, food, medical bills, or 
clothes instead of on heat.

Amy Stear, an organizer with Mil-
waukee’s 9 to 5, a chapter of the National 
Association of Working Women, said 
that by the end of winter many people 
have accumulated thousands of dollars in 
unpaid bills.

“The problem with this is that you 
can’t file bankruptcy over and over again,”
she said. “So people got rid of their big 
bill with the bankruptcy filing, but then
they’re going to be back in the same situ-
ation again because the bills are not going 
to get better, [and] their houses are not 
going to get less drafty.”

Louise Poindexter, a Syracuse resident 
in her sixties, knows the perils of coming 
up short on the utility bill. Her provider 
– Niagara Mohawk, which is now National 
Grid – once shut off her electricity and heat 
in retaliation for a $120 shortfall.

Poindexter, who lives on a fixed income
of about $1,100 per month, said she took 
measures early this year to keep bills down: 
She did not light her gas heater until No-
vember, and at night she woke to run water 
in the kitchen and bathroom to keep the 
pipes from freezing. Despite these measures, 
Poindexter’s November statement was al-

most $400.
“I usual-

ly get caught 
up [on utility 
payments] by 
summer, and 
this time it 
took me all 
the way un-
til the end of 
September to 
catch up,” she 
said. “Gener-

ally, during July, August, and September, 
I save up, and that helps me get through 
the first couple months [of winter]. I don’t
know what’s going to happen this year; I 
didn’t even get a chance to save.”

Poindexter and members of Syracuse 
United Neighbors, a community advocacy 
organization, recently protested the high 
costs of heat in front of the local offices of
US Senators Charles Schumer and Hillary 
Clinton. They demanded increased federal, 
state, and local funds for heating assistance, 
a “neighborhood fuel fund” to help families 
pay their bills, and a task force to reduce 
the number of utility shut-offs.

National Grid did not return calls from 
TNS (The NewStandard) for comment on their 
winter utility disconnection policies.

Difficult Choices
Last fall, NEADA released the results of 
a survey of about 1,100 low-income heat-
ing-assistance recipients. The group found 
that to pay for energy costs, 32 percent 
of surveyed families sacrificed medical

Stephanie McMillan

Social workers and residents also 
attest to another problem with heating 
assistance: being turned down when they 
are just dollars over the income limit, 
which in Milwaukee County is $28,275 
for a family of four.

Mildred Navedo, an organizer with 9 
to 5, said these strict guidelines force the 
working poor to make tough decisions. “We 
know of a lot of women who can’t even 
afford to get a ten-cent raise or they’ll lose 
their subsidy,” said Navedo. “They’re right 
on the line. They’ll lose their food stamps. 
They’ll lose their energy assistance.”

Beyond Wisconsin
In Onondaga County where winter can 
bring nearly 200 inches of snow and weeks 
of below-freezing temperatures, residents 
are projected to pay an average increase 
of about $467 to heat their homes this 
season. Because of the increased demand 
for heating assistance, the National Energy 
Assistance Directors Association (NEADA) 
projects that New York will stop accepting 
applications for heat assistance by the end 
of January. continued on next page
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care, 24 percent failed to make a rent or 
mortgage payment, and 20 percent went 
without food for at least a day.

Additionally, more than one-quarter of 
respondents paid more than $2,000 on home 
energy annually; nearly half had someone 
in their home with asthma, emphysema, 
heart disease or stroke; and about a third 
said companies threatened to disconnect 
their electricity or heat service.

In recent years, many states have en-
acted winter moratoriums like Wisconsin’s 
after utility shut-offs led to hypothermia 
deaths and fatal kerosene-heater fires.Many
states in the Midwest and Northeast ban 
disconnection of utilities during winter 
months for households with low-income 
individuals, seniors, children, veterans or 
people with medical conditions.

But a few states do not have these 
protections, according to a list of discon-
nection policies compiled by the federal 
department of Health and Human Services. 
New York only prohibits utilities from cut-
ting gas and electric lines for a two-week 
period around Christmas and New Years 
Day, and companies are only required to 
give 72 hours notice before shutting off 
service. People who can prove they have 
serious medical conditions – like physical 
disabilities, mental incapacitation, or need 
of life support systems – are eligible for 
just two 30-day reprieves from the threat 

scandal during 2000-2001 led to about 
$2.1 billion in refunds to customers after 
years of litigation.

Though many people will struggle 
with the high cost of utilities for years to 
come, 9 to 5 volunteer Doris Gillisie be-
lieves a more equitable system is possible. 
She wants to see a sliding scale of utility 
fees for low-income residents. “No one 
should have to sacrifice medicine in order
to be warm,” she said. “They’re warm in 
their big, comfortable houses. How come 
the poor person or less fortunate can’t be 
comfortable in their little houses?”

This is an excerpt from longer article origi-
nally published by The NewStandard, an 
independent, on-line news source. You can 
find the original article and more at their
website:  http://newstandardnews.net

ROOMMATE 
WANTED

Details: Female (vegan, 
nonsmoker, nondrinker) 
seeks roommate to share 
furnished two bedroom 
apartment on Avondale Place, 
in the Westcott Nation. Large 
kitchen, two living rooms, free 
w/d, garden space, small pet 
okay, short walk to campus. 

Available through July. $298/
month + utilities. Call or email 
Kelly at  kchris@syr.edu or 
315-256-8265.

of disconnection.
Some companies, including New York 

State Electric and Gas, will reconnect or 
continue service for low-income residents 
if they set up a payment plan. However, 
customers must make payments on their 
overdue balances as well as current bills 
in order to avoid losing their utilities.

A Right to Warmth
While customers’ bills are rising, so are 
the salaries of top executives. Between 
1997 and 2004, compensation for CEOs 
at Wisconsin utility companies increased 
between 73 and 450 percent, according 
to the Wisconsin Industrial Energy Group, 
a consumer advocacy organization. Dur-
ing this period, rates paid by customers 
increased approximately 30 percent.

Pat Gowen, an organizer with Mil-
waukee’s Welfare Warriors, expressed 
frustration about the lack of competition 
among utility providers, and the monopoly 
some companies have over gas and electric 
services. She said she does not believe 
private companies consider the poor when 
developing their policies, and instead “gouge 
the people for ever-larger profits.”

Gowen’s distrust of WE Energies, the 
only company providing gas and electric 
services to her area, is reinforced by reports 
of price gouging in other states. In Illinois, 
a judge recently ruled that People’s Gas 
overcharged residents $118 million in 
2000-2001. Price gouging by utility com-
panies in California related to the Enron 

Heat/continued from previous page
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Valentine’s Day 
 February 14th

   Show your love both 
     here and afar…. 

Give
fairly
traded
gifts 

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd  
446-0326     www.FairWorldMarketplace.com  





Celebrate 
The Rich Diversity of Life 

Work for  
Peace, Liberty & Justice for All 






First Unitarian Universalist 


Society of Syracuse 
109 Waring Road, Syracuse, NY, 13224  
(315) 446-5940, firstuu@twcny.rr.com 

Muslim Solidarity Day
This year the CNY Bill of Rights Defense 
Campaign (BORDC) will distribute in-
formation (in the form of stories) on the 
challenges facing the Muslim community 
since 9-11. We hope to encourage faith 
communities to include the stories in their 
services or as inserts in their bulletins over 
February 24-26.

Three years ago, on February 26, 2003, 
federal and local law enforcement agents 
aggressively interrogated 150 Muslim and 
Arab families in Central New York, as 
part of their investigation of Dr. Dhafir.
The agents were intimidating, intrusive, 
and insensitive. Since then, the BORDC 
has recognized every anniversary by 
encouraging acts of solidarity with the 
Muslim and Arab community.

For more information, contact Barrie 
Gewanter at 471-2821 or Carol Baum 
at SPC.

SPC in Action /continued from page 4

Please Support Peace Newsletter Advertisers!
For information about advertising, contact Jessica, 472-5478, jessica@peacecouncil.net
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Stephen teaches in the Writing Program at Syracuse University, 
where he received his MA in Creative Writing-Poetry and studied 
with Hayden Carruth and Tess Gallagher.

Uninventing War
Stephen Thorley

“The world we want to transform has been 
used (abused?) by history and is largely 
hollow. We must be inventive enough to 
change it and construct a new world. Take 
care and do not forget that ideas are also 
weapons.” 

-From a Zapatistas Communiqué

I will sit. 
I will sit, here. 
I will sit the one seat of poetry, 
like a monk in perpetual zazen meditation posture,
resisting nothing in order to resist everything.

I will sit here until my own appetites 
for winning, death-dealing, destroying,
desist and disappear. 

I will sit until my imagination
flies like a crow over every battlefield since time began
calling on all the other crows to stop eating corpses, to refuse the 

meat of slaughter.

I will sit until the 4412 boots of our dead troops
tramp back across the ocean 
looking for the men who sent them to die.

I will sit until the unnumbered limbs of the maimed
spontaneously regenerate, vowing to engage in only peaceful acts:
baking bread, building houses for the bombed out, wiping wine from 

the lips of the rich.

I will sit and pray for the souls of all sentient beings
to rise from the dust of our bodies and swirl together into one great 

holy spirit
that will scatter the warmongers and moneychangers from the 

temple.

I will sit until the oil runs out
and the tanks and the fighter jets and the hummers (foreign and 

domestic)
rot and rust and become monuments to unholy purposes.
 
I will sit bleeding from every orifice
and calling “Medic! Medic!”
until the angels must attend to the wounds of our body politic, the 

corpse of our republic.

I will sit and stare at our flag
until the bloody stripes merge
with the stripes of purity and peace and blissful intention.

I will sit until the fifty stars of our flag
turn to doves and fly off
looking for the graves of dead children to bless with their presence.

I will sit until the hungry ghosts 
haunting apologist politicians and weapons manufacturers and spin 

doctors
coagulate the poison emanating from their throats, and choke off 

their pronouncements.

I will sit until I invent peace,
patent it, create the marketing plan, and sell it to every consumer in 

the nation
with a money back guarantee.

I will sit until these words rise
and join with the words of every other citizen
tired of war and the lost possibilities of our nation and our people,
insisting on the end of this war, this second Iraq War, this “long war,” 

all war.

I will sit, here.    

Poet’s Note: 
I wanted somehow to marry the righteous anger of polemical 
protest poetry, with the sense of inner peace and patience that 
comes out of many religious traditions (Buddhist, Quaker) in 
response to struggle: the idea of nonviolent resistance to “sit 
with” difficult issues and be patient with those other members
of our human family who seem to be our enemies. This is an is-
sue for me as I sit “the one seat” of Zen meditation (zazen), as 
I know it is for many: how do we speak out, how do we resist, 
without letting anger poison us?

If you’ve been moved by this unjust war to write a poem, 
please consider submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.com, 
or mail to SPC. Work on themes of war, the war economy, 
oppression and political injustice, and/or which celebrates 
more positive hopes and visions, will be considered. 
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Guantánamo / continued from cover

Witness Against Torture marchers, including Danny Burns (far right), on the road to 
Guantánamo Bay in Cuba. Photo: Scott Langley

Jessica , her partner Danny Burns and their 
two children, are part of the Ithaca Catholic 
Worker Community. She can be reached at 
607-280-0329 or js6076@msn.com.  

domestic policy. When the world’s most 
powerful government chooses to violate  
rather than follow international law and 
serve the common good and further justice, 
the law of force governs the world. 

International law tells us that we have 
responsibilities for what our country is 
doing. Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal Judge 
Roling wrote, “The most important prin-
ciple of Nuremburg was that individuals 
have duties which transcend national 
obligations of obedience imposed by the 
nation-state…This means that in some 
cases individuals are required to substitute 
their own interpretation [of international 
obligations] for the interpretation given 
by the state.” The Judge went on to say, 
“The world has to rely on individuals to 
oppose the criminal commands of the 
government.” That is what we are trying 
to do.

will be more likely to feel desperate and 
see suicide bombings and other acts of 
violence as their only recourse.

Danny and I long for a world of peace 
built on justice for our children. Abundance, 
compassion and love should be the rule, 
not the exception. We want our world to 
improve, not deteriorate, as our children 

I find my-
self thinking 
of the moth-
ers of those 
detained. What 
if my sons were 
among boys 
being held at 
the camp? If 
young people 
in Iraq, Pal-
estine and Af-
ghanistan see 
that American 
people choose 
to ignore the 
suffering of 
their people 
under occupa-
tion and illegal 
detention they 

are growing. 
A hundred years from now we want 

our grandchildren to be able to look back 
at our actions and know that we tried to 
act with integrity and for the good of 
humanity. That is why my husband Danny 
Burns marched to the gates of Guantánamo, 
and that is why I support him.



February 2006 Peace Newsletter 15

618 Kensington  Rd  
off  Westcott  Street  

Between Euclid & Broad  
Open 7 days       9 to 9   

472.1385

100% 
of the co-op’s  

electricity is green  

Rae Kramer is a longtime member of the 
Peace Newsletter Editorial Committee and 
a fun-loving troublemaker.

Have Signs Will Vigil: CNY Reacts
 

Rae Kramer

...rain nor sleet nor cold keeps the 
Peace Outreach team from doing 
the job.

Since soon after 9/11/01 a small 
hardy group of SPC folks has been a 
steady presence in Syracuse. Moving 
to a different busy intersection each 
week, the outreach team has stood 
vigil with messages of nonviolence 
and resistance to war and occupation. 
As the war in Iraq grinds on more 
drivers respond with horn beeps to 
the sign, “Honk for Peace.” Shouted 
variations of “Get a job commie” are 
also heard.

Was this weekly presence making an 
impact? What follows is a small unscientific
sample of responses to the question, “What 
do you think about what these people are 

doing?”  The question was asked of drivers 
waiting for a green light at two intersections: 
the corner of S. Salina and Colvin Streets, 
and the intersection of East Genesee St. 
and Erie Blvd. East.
- I think it’s a good idea
- no comment
- I think it’s great. I don’t have anyone in 

the service; they’re all my people

- I agree.  I was never in favor of the 
war in the first place

- I don’t want this war, not at all.  I 
think Bush is a jerk

- Bring the troops home
- I agree. I think it’s nice they’re out 

there
- If only there could be no war
- I love what Bush is doing. Tell him 

to keep it up. I’d join but I’m a little 
under the weather

- I definitely agree, of course
Anecdotally, team members’ 

observations confirm what seems to
be much more support for messages of 
peace than those of war. It is starting 
to look like we are moving from the 

fringe to the mainstream. We are reflecting
the heartache and frustration of a nation 
uncomfortable with a worldwide image of 
rationalizing bully and torturer while mil-
lions of US citizens struggle with business 
as usual in New Orleans, Mississippi and 
the Medicare prescription maze.

    We hope to see you at a corner 
nearby.

Peace outreach stalwarts Ed Kinane and Ann Tiffany “reach 
out” to rush hour motorists at the corner of Teall Ave. and 
Burnet Ave. Photo: Amy Jurista.

Hansen’s Financial Services

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153       800-318-9780
Email:  sue@hansensfinancial.com

Web: hansensfinancial.com
Susan S. Hansen  CFP,CLU

The
Sagacious

Investor
TM

Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are

Invest your money in companies building the 
kind of future you value. You have the option of 
choosing companies that demonstrate corporate 
responsibility.
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EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. Time Warner Ch. 98.  People 
for An i mal Rights.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
Television by, for & about teens. 8 
pm. Time Warner Ca ble Chan nel 
98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY MON: Morris Danc ing. West-
 cott Com munity Center, 826 Euclid 
Ave. 7-8:30 pm. 478-8634.

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY THURS: Womens' Voic es 
Ra dio.  WAER - 88 FM.  8 pm.

E
du

ca
te

, A
gi

ta
te

, O
r g

a n
iz

e!

92
4 

B
u

rn
et

 A
ve

n
u

e
S

yr
ac

u
se

, N
Y

 1
32

03
w

w
w

.p
ea

ce
co

u
n

ci
l.n

et
(3

15
) 

47
2-

54
78

C
om

pl
im

en
ta

ry
 C

op
y

O
n

ly
 $

15
/y

r!
 S

u
b

sc
ri

b
e 

N
o

w
!

H
el

p 
su

pp
or

t  
ou

r 
w

or
k

Re
tu

rn
 A

d d
re

ss
 R

e q
ue

st
 ed

Monthly Vigil Against Death 
Pen al ty: Noon. Columbus Cir cle. 
637-3344.

EVERY WED: Open Figure 
Draw ing Inc. 7-10 pm. Westcott 
Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics & 
Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Church, 
124 Alden St. 5 pm. 636-7726.

EVERY OTHER TUES:  Partnership 
for  Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 
pm. For place call Aggie 478-4571.

SPC Skill-Share: Creative Re-
sistance. Learn skills, have fun, 
make a difference. 7pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave. Jess. 472-5478. 

To list your group’s event 
or meeting, call 472-5478 
or send the info to SPC at 

pnl@peacecouncil.net

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

PFLAG Monthly Mtg. 1st UU Ch. 
250 Waring Road 7:30 pm. 

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass: St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St., 5 pm. 636-7726.

Tuesday, March 7, 2006: 
Visionary Women: The 
H a u d e n o s a u n e e  a n d 
the U.S. Women’s Rights 
Movement. Speakers: Jeanne 
Shenandoah and Sally Roesch 
Wagner. 7pm. Syracuse Stage.

Syracuse United Neighbors/ Skunk 
City Meeting. Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 6:30pm.

Syracuse United Neighbors/
Southside Coalition Meeting. 7pm. 
Payton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. Rt. 57 and Vine St., 
Liverpool, 472-5478.

SPC Study Group on the US 
Glo bal Agenda. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid 
Ave. Carol 472-5478. 1st & 3rd 
Monday for February only.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM
Dismantling White Racism, 
7pm, Westcott CC, 826 Euclid 
Ave. See p. 3 for more. FREE. 
Candace, 472-5478. 

Military Alternatives Education 
Project Meeting. 7 pm, 2013 E. 
Genesee St., 472-5478.

CNY Alliance for Retired Ameri-
cans. 10-noon, PEF/STA, 909 But-
ternut St. glotierz@twcny.rr.com.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7 pm. St. Vincent’s Parish 
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends 
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Channel 98, 9-11am.

EVERY  WED: SPC Worknight 
til 8 pm. Di verse tasks. 924 
Bur net Ave. Jess 472-5478, 
jessica@peacecouncil.net. 

CNY SOA Abolitionists and Ca-
ribbean Latin America Coalition 
Joint Monthly Potluck Meeting. 4-7 
pm. Brady Faith Center, 404 South 
Ave. 478-4571.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft 
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave.  472-5478.

SPC Steering Comm Mtg. 7-9pm. 
SPC Office, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-
5478. Open to SPC supporters.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY 
Labor Fed., 404 Oak St. Andy 
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley), 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. James and Thompson 
Road, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45pm. Rt. 11 (Northern Lights 
Plaza, Mattydale), 472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors, West-
side Coalition, 7 pm, Brown Memorial, 
228 Davis St.

Pax Christi Meeting, 9:30 am at 
Slocum House. Frank Woolever 
446-1693.

Nonviolence Training (animal 
rights focus), 201 Goldstein (SU 
South Campus), 2-6 pm. FREE. 
RSVP: andy@peacecouncil.
net, 472-5478.

Folkus Project Concert with 
Sloan Wainwright, May Memorial 
Unitarian Universalist Society, 3800 
East Genesee Street, Syracuse, 
NY, 8 pm, $10, tickets@folkus.org 

Water: Advocacy, Science and 
Blessings. Jack Manno, 7:30 pm, 
Westcott CC, 826 Euclid Ave., $10 or 
$5 students, Steve 478-9634.

Festival of Hope, supporting 
Frank Woolever, LeMoyne 
Manor, 629 Old Liverpool Road, 
Liverpool, 5-7pm, CNY Carib-
bean Latin America Coalition 
478-4571.

Torture, Terror, Tyranny: What's 
Gone Wrong. Luncheon with 
Amnesty International Director 
William Schulz. 12:30 pm. 
Grace Episcopal Church, 819 
Madison St., Syracuse. $10-25 
(sliding scale) benefit for SPC 
and ACLU. 

The Nation in Our Midst: Onon-
daga History, Culture and Spiri-
tuality. Audrey Shenandoah and 
Sid Hill. See p. 7. 7 pm. Syracuse 
Stage. Free. 472-5478.

Amnesty International Director 
William Schulz. 7:30 pm .  Hendricks 
Chapel (SU). Free.

PFLAG Monthly Mtg. 7:30 pm, 1st 
UU Ch., 250 Waring Road. 

January 31

Inherited Poverty: Gender, Race and 
Scholarship in America. Speaker: 
Karin Rosemblatt, Department of 
History. 4 pm. Public Events Room, 
Eggers Hall, SU. Free

Iraq Organizing Meeting. 7 pm. 
SPC, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-5478.

demali ayo, satirical performance 
art on race relations, 7:30 pm, Per-
forming Arts Ctr,LeMoyne. Free.

Robert Jensen on White Privilege, 
author of Heart of Whiteness, 7pm, 
Grewn Hall, LeMoyne.

Stonewall Flicks: Gay Pioneers,
7 pm, First UU Church, 250 Waring 
Rd. Free. 476-6226.

Stonewall Flicks: Saints and Sinners,
7 pm, First UU Church, 250 Waring 
Rd. Free. 476-6226.

SPC Study Group on the US 
Glo bal Agenda. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid 
Ave. Carol 472-5478. 1st & 3rd 
Monday for February only.

Film: The Healing Passage 
– Voices From The Water. 7 pm, 805 
E. Genesee St. $3. 442-2230.

Tribute to August  Wilson. 6:30 pm, 
The Underground, Schine Center 
(SU). Fee. 443-9486.

"Poets & Peace Makers" Rod 
Rodgers Dance Company. 7:30 
pm, Civic Center, $15. 435-8000.
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Saturday, April 1: Strike 4 
Peace SPC Bowl-a-thon. 
12:30-5pm. Bowl Mor Lanes, 
East Syracuse. Form your team 
now. Two shifts: 12:30 and 3 pm. 
Cost is $15 for adults and $10 for 
children 12 and under. This is a 
major fundraiser for SPC.

15

REMEMBER:
Online calendars are 
at www.peacecouncil.
net, including a commu-
nity calendar that allows 
you to enter events. 

Education and Taxes Workshop. 
9:30–2pm, 930 James St. RSVP:
Michelle Myers (845) 649-5625.

MLK Lecture: The Search, The 
Struggle and Beyond, Jayne 
Cortez, 7pm, Shemin Aud., Shaffer 
Art Bldg. SU. Free. 443-4302.

Weekly Peace Outreach: noon-
12:45 pm. E. Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd. (Dewitt), 472-5478.

PNL Mailing Party, 4-6:30pm, 
SPC, 924 Burnet Ave, 472-5478.

EVERY OTHER TUES:  Partnership 
for  Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 
pm. For place call Aggie 478-4571.

Folkus Concert: Michael Jerling, 
8 pm, Westcott CC, 826 Euclid Ave, 
$10. Reservations: 478-8634.

4

African Spirituality & Religion, 
Olantunji Ojo, 2:30pm, Beauchamp 
Library, 2111 S Salina St. Free. 
435-3395.

Black Women in the LIberation 
Struggle: Lessons from Kenya, 
Micere Githae Mugo, 2:30pm, 
Beauchamp Library, 2111 S Salina 
St. Free. 435-3395.

Performance Poetry: Arthur 
Flowers, 2:30pm, Beauchamp 
Library, 2111 S Salina St. Free. 
435-3395.
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February 20-25: African Crafts 
Classes, 2-3:30pm,Beauchamp 
Library, 2111 S Salina St. Free. 
Registration Required: 435-3395.

Black History Films: February 2, 
9 and 23, 6pm, Beauchamp Library, 
2111 S Salina St. Free. 435-3395.

Beyond Boundaries African 
Feast, 6-9pm, May Memorial, 3800 
E. Genesee St. Adults: $12-50. 
Reservations: 479-5757.

Colgate Peace & Conflict Films: 
Profits of Punishment. 7pm, 
Hamilton Theater, 7 Lebanon St., 
Hamilton.

Colgate Peace & Conflict Films: 
Fuse (Gori Vatra). 7pm, Hamilton 
Theater, 7 Lebanon St., Hamilton.
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