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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social 
justice organization.  We are community-based, autonomous and funded 
by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence 
and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  We challenge the existing 
unjust power relationships among nations, among people and between 
ourselves and the environment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, 
hierarchy, domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each 
other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and 
militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make these connections clear.  We initiate 
and support activities that help build this sense of community and help tear 
down the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and justice is 
an economic system that places human need above monetary profit.  We 
establish relationships among people based on cooperation rather than 
competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other.  
In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict resolution and 
to a process of decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.

Subscribe to SPC’s Weekly E-Newsletter
SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s low-volume email list. Subscribe 
at the bottom of our webpage, www.peacecouncil.net.
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diversity of opinions within SPC.
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SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

DARFUR:
BEYOND THE HEADLINES

Thursday, February 22
7:00 pm

Westcott Community Center
(corner Euclid Ave. and Westcott St.)

Come see the highly-acclaimed 
documentary, All about Darfur, 
directed by Sudanese-born 
Taghreed Elsanhouri. The film
seeks to not “define them [the
Sudanese people] solely by their 
suffering, but also pay homage 
to their dignity, courage and 
fortitude.”

Followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203 * (315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net  * www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm

STAFF AND INTERN EMAIL ADDRESSES
Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net * Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net

Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net  * Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net  * Eric Benner: eric@peacecouncil.net

About 25 Syracusans demonstrated at Clinton Square 
on January 11 as part of an international call to Close 
Guantanamo Bay. After the demonstration, a letter from 
SPC to our federal representatives (www.peacecouncil.
net/statements/Guant07.htm) was read at a news 
conference and then delivered. Pictured (from left): 
Roger Cunningham, Ann Tiffany, John Yorks. 
Photo: Cailin Neal

January 27 Protests
in DC and Syracuse

It’s hard to describe what being among 
so many people feels like, but there was 
grim satisfaction knowing that about 300 
Syracuse area folks traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C. to join those voices opposing the 
war and occupation of Iraq. Grim because 
we were there again, satisfied because we
were so many.

While most Americans think both 
troops and Bush need to be “Out Now!” 
SPC believes that regime change is just 
the beginning. That view was echoed 
by the crowd in an overwhelming “boo” 
when Hillary Clinton was mentioned as a 
presidential candidate.

Now is the time to step up the pressure 
and work for fundamental change in our 
government. Join us. To quote Howard 
Zinn, “The question is not whether Iraq 
will be a democracy when this is over but 
whether we will still be a democracy.” 

As we began to march around the Capi-
tol, a similar march occurred in Syracuse. 
The cold, snowy weather was no obstacle 
to the energetic crowd of 200 people who 
gathered at Clinton Square and marched 
around the Federal Building chanting, “I 
like snow, I like hail. I like President Bush 
in jail!” The group was also encouraged by 
the supportive honks from passing traffic
at every intersection it passed.

–Rose Viviano and Jessica Maxwell

Keep Up the Pressure     
End the Occupation

SPC’s Local Cost of the War Committee 
(LCW) delivered a dozen giant “postcards” 
to Congressman Walsh on January 25 (see 
photo page 5). Hundreds of signatures and 
personal messages were gathered at different 
events in December and January on large 
foam boards titled “End the Occupation”. 
Groups “hosting” postcards included Not-
tingham Youth Action at Nottingham H.S., 
Student Environmental Action Coalition 
at SU and SUNY ESF, and the Syracuse 
Community Choir. 

As momentum continues to build to 

bring the troops home, LCW has 
launched a petition campaign to pres-
sure Rep. Walsh and Senators Clinton 
and Schumer to:
1. Bring the troops home immedi-

ately
2. Vote no to funding for new troop 

deployments
3. Support the returning veterans and 

their families
4. Fund and support Iraqi-led recon-

struction and peace process
See www.peacecouncil.net/iraq 

to download the petition.
We are reaching out to groups 

and individuals to gather support, 
through meetings, presentations, 
events and actions throughout the 
next two months in conjunction with 
the national Declaration of Peace 
Campaign (www.declarationofpeace.
org). We have contacted Walsh’s 
office to schedule an appointment
for early March. The campaign will 
culminate with a large demonstration 
in mid-March for the 4th anniversary 
of the US invasion. 

Contact Jessica if you would like to host 
a speaker/film, participate in actions, gather
petition signatures or join our work.

Material Aid for Iraq 
Recently SPC sent two Physician’s Desk 
Reference books, and dental material and 
instruments to an Iraqi oral surgeon, who 
travels between Amman, Jordan (where he 
performs surgeries on Iraqis who are able to 
make the trip) and Iraq. The supplies were 
hand carried to Amman by a member of 
Voices for Creative Nonviolence. 

We received an email from the surgeon 
thanking us, but with tragic news. He had 
been communicating with an assistant 
professor – “a man of honour” – at Iraq’s 
main dental school, who was shot dead by a 
sniper while driving his car from the college 
to his home. The surgeon wrote, “We are 
losing our people on a daily basis…”

We are investigating how best to get 
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SPC / continued from previous page Weekly Peace Outreach
Join 94 year-old Angus MacDonald 
and other hearty folks to publicly call 
for an end to the Iraq war.
Thursdays, noon – 12:45 pm
Carpooling available from SPC.

February 8 Geddes St. and W. 
Genesee St. (Westside)
February 15  Adams St. and Rt. 
81 (Downtown)
February 22 Rt. 57 and Vine St., 
Village of Liverpool
March 1 Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley)
March 8 Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and 
Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius

continued on page 8

money and supplies to Iraqis in need, 
either in Iraq or in Jordan. To learn more, 
contact Carol. 

BORDC Email Alert System
The Bill of Rights Defense Campaign of 
Central New York is pursuing one of Martin 
Luther King’s teachings, “Our lives begin to 
end the day we become silent about things 
that matter.” To that end, we have set up 
an email alert system. We’ll send alerts 
on civil liberties issues and developments, 
focusing on attacks on the Bill of Rights, 
domestic spying, and other related issues. 
Each alert will provide a brief summary 
of the issue and information about how to 
respond. No more than one alert will be 
sent each week, and the names and email 
addresses of people who receive them will 
be kept confidential.

To receive the alerts, contact John 
Brule at jbrule3@twcny.rr.com .

–John Brulé

SPC Meet-Ups to Continue
Want to hear in-person updates on SPC’s 
work, meet others in your neighborhood 
interested in peace and social justice, share 
ideas and find out how to get involved?
Come to the next SPC meetup: Tuesday, 
February 20, 6:45 pm at the Recess Café 
at 110 Harvard Place off Westcott Street. 
Contact Aly with questions or to RSVP.

SPC’s Syracuse Stage    
Fundraiser March 10

On March 10 SPC will once again sponsor 
an afternoon fundraiser at Syracuse Stage. 
Since the tradition began several years ago, 
we have looked for productions that would 
be of special interest to our members. 

This year we have chosen Gem of 
the Ocean by August Wilson, who is the 
most honored playwright in US history. 
His life’s work is a 10-play cycle about 
African-American life, including such 
theatrical treasures as The Piano Lesson, 
Fences and Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom. 
Each play in the cycle is set in a different 
decade of the twentieth century and explores 
African-American reality in the changing 
historical context. 

Gem of the Ocean is the last play 
Wilson completed before his death, but the 
first chronologically in the cycle. It is set in
the author’s native Pittsburgh in 1904 and 

explores the themes of redemption, racial 
memory and the legacy of slavery in the 
last generation of survivors. 

SPC has reserved a block of seats for 
Gem of the Ocean on Saturday, March 
10, 2007. The show is at 3 pm and will be 
followed by a reception for Peace Council 
ticket holders. Tickets are just $28 per per-
son for the play and reception, and can be 
reserved with Barb Kobritz at 476-1588. 
We hope you can join us!

 –Barb Kobritz

Lanes in East Syracuse. Form your teams 
(four to six people) early so you can begin 
soliciting pledges to support SPC. There 
will be prizes for best costumes, biggest 
age spread on a team and more. 

Similar to last year, there will be two 
sessions, one at 12:30 pm and one at 3 pm. 
Cost for shoes and two games is $10 for 
kids and $15 for adults. The registration 
deadline is March 19. Places fill up fast,
so register and send your money in soon 
to reserve a lane.  

More information and registration 
forms are at www.peacecouncil.net/bowl. 
Call 471-0269 if you have questions or 
need help getting a form.

–Joan Conley

Get Involved with NOON 
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON) 
held a well-attended general information 
meeting January 16. Professor Phil Arnold of 
Syracuse University’s Religion Department 
spoke on the Van Schiack and Sullivan/
Clinton military campaigns of 1779. These 
campaigns were a concerted effort by the US 
to destroy the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. 
Fortunately the campaigns failed, but not 
without creating great suffering. 

A brief history of NOON followed, 
noting roots that go back to the 1960s with 
people from SPC, the United Nations As-
sociation, the American Friends Service 
Committee and others. Precursor groups to 
NOON offered assistance to the Onondaga 

Activist Appreciation:     
Katie Nadeau 

Our appreciation this month goes to Katie 
Nadeau, who has done great work in the 
community and just moved to Albany.

Katie came to Syracuse to do public 
relations work for the Onondaga Nation. 
She joined the steering committee of 
SPC’s Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, 
and provided insight, up-to-the-moment 
information and humor, often writing ar-
ticles at a moment’s notice. A whirlwind 
of organizing energy, she coordinated the 
Syracuse leg of the fall Environmental 
Justice Tour, highlighting the Midland 
Ave. sewage treatment plant and Onondaga 
Lake. Syracuse’s loss is Albany’s gain 
– she’s now working with Environmental 
Advocates of New York. Katie, we wish 
you the best.

Celebrate Spring at the 
Strike For Peace Bowlathon

Once again April 1 (Sunday) will be a 
day for fun and foolishness at Bowlmor 

Katie Nadieu on the shore of Onondaga Lake 
for the Environmental Racism tour which she 
coordinated in Syracuse, September 25, 2006. 
Photo: Carol Baum 
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIVE LEGISLATIVE
Write a letter 
to the editor
opposing the war.

Encourage a friend or neighbor to 
join you at Weekly Peace Outreach 
(Thursdays at an intersection near you) or 
other anti-war event.

Contact your federal 
representatives and demand that 
they reject funding for Bush’s 
planned escalation of the war.

ACT TO 
END
THE WAR

Stephen (www.stephenzunes.org) is a pro-
fessor of Politics at the University of San 
Francisco. He is the author of Tinderbox: 
U.S. Middle East Policy and the Roots of 
Terrorism (Common Courage Press, 2003) 
and the principal editor of Nonviolent Social 
Movements (Blackwell Publishers, 1999). He 
serves as the Middle East editor for Foreign 
Policy in Focus (www.fpif.org) and as a board 
member and consultant for a number of peace 
and human rights groups.

Stephen Zunes

In recent months, the growing anti-war 
movement has demonstrated its power 
through the growing opposition among 
the public to US policy in Iraq, the more 
skeptical analysis by the news media of 
administration policy and the Republican 
defeat in the 2006 mid-term elections. 
Unfortunately, these positive develop-
ments will not in themselves be enough 
to actually end the war. One key variable 
is whether Congressional Democrats, who 
owe their new Congressional majority in 
large part to the anti-war movement, are 
willing to do so. 

With power comes responsibility. Now 
that the Democrats control both houses of 
Congress, they have the responsibility to re-
move US troops from Iraq immediately. 

The United States has been at war in 
Iraq longer than it fought the Axis powers in 
World War II. The American public has lost 
patience; public opinion polls show that less 
than 30% of the population supports Bush’s 
Iraq policy. A majority wants Congress to 
block Bush from sending more soldiers 
and take steps to force at least a gradual 
withdrawal. A majority of Democratic voters 
support an immediate withdrawal. 

Beyond Vague Critiques
However, in defiance of their constituents
and oblivious to the polls, few Democrats 
in the House and none in the Senate have 
called for an immediate withdrawal of 
American forces, at most supporting some 

kind of “phased 
withdrawal” or 
“s t ra tegic  re-
deployment .” 
Although most 
Democrats have 
criticized the way 
the Bush admin-
istration has con-
ducted the war 
and have gone on 
record opposing 
his escalation, 
they have fallen 
short of declaring 
the war itself ille-
gal and immoral. 
Nor have many 
acknowledged that the conquest by a Western 
power of such a large Middle Eastern nation 
was doomed from the beginning. 

It is certainly a positive sign that more 
and more Democrats in Congress are fi-
nally distancing themselves from Bush’s 
Iraq policies, a shift that can be attributed 
to the power of the anti-war movement. 
However, Democratic calls for “strategic 
redeployment” may mean little more than 
concentrating US forces in Kuwait or other 
nearby pro-US dictatorships where they 
can escalate the air war, resulting in fewer 
American casualties but far greater Iraqi 
civilian casualties. 

The year 2006 may be likened to 1968, 
when elite opinion finally caught up with the
public – recognizing that an increasingly costly 
counter-insurgency war was unwinnable and 
that the US needed to leave. Thanks to con-
tinued support for the Viet Nam War by the 
Democratic-controlled Congress, US troops 
remained until 1973 when the strategic situation 
was no better than five years earlier. Unless
the anti-war movement forces Democrats to 
act more quickly this time, US forces could 
continue to fight in Iraq for years.

The Power of the Purse
As commander-in-chief of the armed forces, 
the president has enormous power over 

the deployment of the US military in Iraq 
ever since Congress – with the support of 
Democratic leaders – authorized the inva-
sion in October 2002. However, Congress 
holds the power of the purse. The House 
and Senate could force the withdrawal of 
American troops by withholding funding 
for US military operations in Iraq after a 
certain date. 

Congress has precedent for using this 
power. In May 1970, the Cooper-Church 
amendment eliminated funding for US 
ground forces in Cambodia just weeks 
after President Richard Nixon launched 
a US invasion. In January of 1976, the 
Clark amendment banned funding for US 
military operations in Angola’s civil war 
(this was later repealed during the Reagan 
administration when Republicans captured 
the Senate). The 1982 Boland amendment 
restricted US support for the Contras, forc-
ing the Reagan administration to use illegal 
means to fund its war against Nicaragua. 

However, the Democratic leadership 
in Congress has categorically ruled out 
forcing a withdrawal of US forces through 
fiscal measures, the only real means at
their disposal. Essentially, their public 
statements and forthcoming nonbinding 
resolutions are designed to give the im-

continued on next page

How We Can End the War

On January 25 members of the Peace Council’s Local Cost of the War 
Campaign delivered giant postcards to Rep. Jim Walsh at the Syracuse 
Federal Building. The messages, signed by hundreds, call on him to “End the 
Occupation.” The gathering was part of an ongoing effort to pressure all three 
of our federal representatives to use words and the power of the purse to end 
the war. Photo: Ian Kowaleski
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Helping members 
buy homes, 

own businesses, 
build good credit 
and avoid banks 

for 25 years!

471-1116
723 Westcott Street
and 401 South Ave

pression that they oppose the war when 
in fact they continuing to support it via 
unconditional funding. 

While non-binding resolutions and 
Congressional hearings critical of Bush’s 
Iraq policy can serve a positive function, 
it is critical that anti-war activists make it 
clear that as long as a member of the House 
and Senate supports funding for the war, 
they are pro-war. Special pressure must be 
placed on the news media so they do not 
label Democratic politicians who support 
funding for Bush’s Iraq policies as “anti-
war” just because they vote for symbolic 
legislative initiatives or ask tough questions 
of an administration official at a hearing.

Every member of Congress who supports 
continued war funding should be subjected 
to leafleting, demonstrations, vigils and civil
disobedience at their offices and public ap-
pearances, regardless of their press releases. 
Preliminary planning should begin to put 
forward strong anti-war challengers in the 
Democratic primaries and/or credible Green 
Party nominees for the general election in 2008 
to take on pro-war Democratic incumbents 
if they do not change their position.

Our Historical Precedents
With only a few conscientious exceptions, 
Democratic politicians have rarely led on 
foreign policy. They have generally come 
around to taking progressive positions only 
as a result of persistent constituent pres-
sure. For example, in 1980 Vice President 
Walter Mondale and others in the Carter 
Administration strongly opposed the call 
for a nuclear weapons freeze. By the time 
he ran for president in 1984, however, 
Mondale was an outspoken freeze supporter. 
In the intervening four years, the Nuclear 
Freeze Campaign and disarmament activ-
ists had mobilized grass roots initiatives 
across the country, including the massive 
1982 rally and civil disobedience action 
in New York City. 

In 1977, Andrew Young – the African-
American clergyman and former aide to 
Martin Luther King who then served as 
President Carter’s ambassador to the UN 
– vetoed a UN Security Council resolution 
calling for sanctions against South Africa. 
By 1986, the Republican-dominated Sen-
ate joined the Democratic-led House in 
overriding a presidential veto to impose 
sanctions against the apartheid regime. 
This dramatic shift resulted from the di-

vestment campaign and other actions of 
the anti-apartheid movement that sprung 
up on college campuses and elsewhere 
throughout the nation. The imposition of 
sanctions was instrumental in the downfall 
of white minority rule. 

Grassroots movements also proved 
essential in shifting US foreign policy on 
El Salvador, East Timor, Burma, and many 
other issues. Both Democrats and Repub-
licans have had to respond to organized 
pressure from an outraged citizenry. If the 
people lead, the leaders will follow. 

The Democratic victory in the midterm 
elections, then, does not automatically 
translate into meaningful legislative action 
to end the war. But the anti-war movement 
now has the ability, which it lacked when 
the Republicans were in power, to make 
that possible.

End War / from previous page
As long as a member of 
the House and Senate 
supports funding for the 
war, they are pro-war!
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Karl is a retired psychiatrist with broad ex-
perience in mental health care for prisoners 
and poor people.

Deconstructing “Race” 101
Karl Newton

Editor’s note: SPC understands racism to 
be institutionalized oppression. 

James Baldwin wrote,” As long as you 
think you’re white, there’s no hope for 
you.”  That may be motivation enough for 
taking another cut at this most American of 
problems – the belief in the existence of 
races. I will try to offer some more 
motivation as we go along.
 

There are No Races
So, there are no races. There 
is nothing in the flesh of
human beings that supports 
a separation of people into 
racial categories. There 
is no white race, nor any 
other. There are many 
people who believe in the 
existence of races; many 
people, including some who 
have tried to stop believing 
and failed.

There also is, a large and 
growing body of information about 
the genetics of the human species, 
which asserts that we are all of one 
“race” – the human race (see on the web: 
allrelated.syr).  There are no scientifically
discernible groups of humans neatly divis-
ible into anything like the races imagined 
by those that I call racists: anyone who uses 
the term race, or any of its various labels. 
Thus, by my approach, a lot of people are 
racists. Yet, that ought to take the sting 
out of the term “racist” since there are so 
many. Racism is cultural silliness that is 
exploited by malevolent people. 

There are magnificent, clarifying
statements in the spheres of sociology, 
anthropology and even political science. 
Had enough of us found and read and 
disseminated Dr. Bruce Hare’s analysis 
in the December 3, 1997 Post-Standard 
(page A21) calling for a “paradigm shift” 
and for a “need to reframe the conversa-
tion, think differently about the problem 

and migrate from calling for better race 
relations to calling for deracialization”, my 
essay might not have been necessary. Ten 
years later, the point must still be made: 
there are no races! 

 

social constructs take on the characteristics 
of biological entities. Remember how much 
difficulty we had when Tiger Woods first
introduced us to the social construct of  
“Cablanasian?” We resisted the assertion 
of his new social construct, treating it more 
like biological heresy. 

Try Ethnicity
Human nature being what it is, we 

probably would do well to provide 
some sane substitute for race 

– for racialized thinking – a 
transitional object, a pacifier,
if you will. I offer ethnicity. 
True it is already in (mis)use 
in our culture. However, 
it is so awkwardly and 
infrequently used that I 
believe it can be appropri-
ated for this better use. We 
all have ethnicities and we 
already refer to them quite 

a bit: French Catholic, New 
England Yankee, Hispanic, 

or better, Caribbean Hispanic 
or South American Hispanic, 

Jewish, or better, secular Jew 
or Hasidic Jew, African American, 

New Orleans Creole, Southeast Asian, 
or better Cambodian.  There is much that 
we don’t know about ethnic groups, and 
might be delighted to learn.  

One thing I have learned is that this 
task of deracialization requires patience 
– patience with others and patience with 
oneself. So, figure out your ethnicity,
maybe interview some of your family 
elders, as you’ve been meaning to do. 
Being “white”, or for that matter, being 
“black” has squeezed a lot of the beauty 
out of our collective heritages. Find out 
who you are and offer your colorful eth-
nicity instead of your nonexistent “race” 
when asked. Be patient with yourself when 
you are awkward bringing forth this new 
identity. “Roman” wasn’t built in a day. Be 
patient with others who haven’t read, or 
thought of this topic. We are all, to some 
degree, hostages to “our” culture. So, be 
patient and yet be determined to be part of 
the solution to the problem of racialized 
thinking. I am your brother. Let’s be patient 
and determined.

What About Social Constructs?
Some will say, “we know that there are 
no races as biological entities. Still, there 
are these ‘social constructs’ – black, white 
or Asian, African American, Latino.” The 
implication is that we must conform to 
these ‘constructs’. However, while the 
signs of the Zodiac are social constructs, 
we no longer foster those categories. Politi-
cal parties and even political leanings are 
social constructs yet we don’t often insist 
on labeling, or being labeled according to 
those categories. Furthermore, most social 
constructs are not the basis for institution-
alized prejudice.

However, the real problem with accept-
ing race terms as  “social constructs” is that 
they don’t behave like social constructs. 
We allow them into our heads and those 

Graphic: Racial and Ethnic Relations, 7th edition
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Fair World
Marketplace

Fairly traded 
 handmade  

gifts for every  
occasion

Mon - Sat 
10 - 6 

Sun 1-6 

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd  
446-0326     www.FairWorldMarketplace.com  

SPC in Action / continued from page 4

$307,000+ Needed$307,000+ Needed

$$1177222,,,,,,00000 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 ((1-17-07)1-17-07)

SYRACUSE CENTER FOR
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In late January, the purchase agreement was finalized for the build-
ing which will become the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social 
Justice at 2013 E. Genesee St. (just east of Westcott St.). 

The Center’s Board of Directors is working on the many 
details to prepare for the closing. Planning is also underway for 
renovations to customize the building for the various organizations 
to be housed there and to turn it into an ecologically-friendly 
“Green Building.”  

The Center’s plans call for the American Friends Service 
Committee and Peace Action to remain on the first floor. The
Center has  invited SPC to occupy the second floor, which offers
ample office space along with a comfortable lounge and meeting
area. The Peace Council is expected 
to move in the spring after renova-
tions have been completed.

The capital campaign to raise the 
$307,000+ needed for the full project 
continues. In addition to individual 
solicitations, work is beginning on 
proposals for foundation funding.

To make a donation or learn 
more, see www.alliance4peace.org 
or call (315) 478-4571.

–Karen Hall

Nation during various difficult times. NOON itself came to be
in 2000, becoming much more active after the Onondagas filed
their land rights action. 

NOON supports the sovereignty of the Onondaga Nation’s 
traditional government and their Land Rights Action, joining in 
their call for justice, reconciliation and healing. There are various 
projects people can get involved in such as writing letters to the 
editor, information tabling, setting up presentations, helping to 
educate lawmakers on relevant issues and organizing educational 
events. To help, contact Carol or Andy.

–Candee Wadsworth

Bookkeeper Changes at SPC
Bookkeeping at SPC has been transformed over the last ten years. 
First there was Duane Hardy, who kept meticulous handwritten 
records. Then Karen Hall put SPC’s finances onto the computer.
Then came Bob Kehoe, who for the last year and a half diligently 
continued to upgrade our financial record-keeping. Now we
welcome the tag team of Chris Riley and Nina Wickett.

Due to previous commitments, Nina can’t start until May. 
We are immensely grateful that Chris volunteered to fill in
until then. Chris, SPC Finance Committee member and former 
operations manager of the Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit 
Union, brings considerable expertise to the job. Thank you, Chris 
for what you are doing, and to all the previous bookkeepers for 
what you have done.
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Curtis, a Central New York native,  works with 
Common Ground Relief in New Orleans.

Curtis Rumrill

The Housing Agency of  New Orleans 
(HANO) and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) plan to demolish over 5000 
units of affordable public housing – housing 
desperately needed for families that want 
to move back to New Orleans. In a market 
where rents have increased between 70 and 
300 percent since Katrina, inflated rents and
the lack of subsidized housing have been 
major factors in preventing evacuees from 
returning to their homes. Finding private 
landlords that accept housing vouchers is 
extremely difficult, and finding affordable
housing without subsidization is nearly 
impossible for public housing recipients. 

Survivors Village has been one of the 
main organizing forces behind the fight for
public housing.  Survivor’s Village is a tent 
city erected on June 3, 2006 just outside 
the presently closed St Bernard’s Public 
Housing Development. Now including  
residents of New Orleans’ public housing, 
the “survivors village” serves as a base 
of operations for a grassroots struggle to 
reopen all local public housing. The federal 
government has  continued to undermine  
the residents’ rights to return to their 
homes and resume their leases, which is 
guaranteed by the UN International Policy 
on Internally Displaced Persons. 

As residents attempted to return to their 
homes, most of which sustained little storm 
damage, they were met with police harass-
ment, armed guards, and a newly erected 
barbed wire fence. Rather than release 
thousands of undamaged and minimally 
damaged housing units to displaced residents, 
HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson had  the 
homes boarded up and purposefully failed 
to repair the units or take steps to mitigate 
further mold contamination. In June 2006, 
Jackson released plans to demolish 5,000 
units of public housing, many of which 
were not damaged by storms. 

Our homes are livable,” says Sharon 
Seans Jasper, a St. Bernard resident and 
Survivors Village organizer.  “We will not 
let the city destroy them.”  

Racial Implications
HUD’s own cost analysis reveals that their 
plan to demolish and rebuild will waste tax-
payers’ money. A recent motion for summary 
judgment filed in a current suit to reopen the
development (www.justiceforneworleans.org) 
cites HUD documents that show the demolition 
and redevelopment of public housing “will 
end up costing over $175 million more than 
extensively modernizing the developments, 
and upwards of $450 million more than simply 
repairing them would cost.”

The motion also argues that the demo-
litions have racial implications. “Prior to 
Katrina over 5,100 African-American fami-
lies lived in New Orleans’ public housing.  
Nearly 14 months later, only approximately 
1,000 have been allowed to return. HANO’s 
actions clearly have disproportionately 
harmed African-Americans and have led 
to the overall decline in the city’s African- 
American population since Katrina.”

However, in the post-Katrina land grab 
economy, the destruction of public housing 
means millions of dollars in contracts for 
wealthy developers, such as Enterprise, and 
some less likely partners including Catholic 
Charities and the AFL-CIO.  

 Despite overwhelming support for the 
re-opening of public housing, HANO and 
HUD have consistently ignored public opinion 
and advocated for its demolition. HANO has 
received a resounding and unquestionable 
“NO!” to their plans from public housing 
residents at their recent court-mandated ‘resi-
dent consultation meeting’.  Angry residents 
accused HANO of “ethnic cleansing,” and 
told them “being poor is not a crime.”

Protests Are Part of a Strategy
Several hundred protesters marched to the 
New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin’s house 
on December 16 to demand that he halt 

the demolition of more than 5,100 units 
of public housing, and instead  repair and 
re-open them. The march left the parking 
lot of Bynum’s Drug Store, across the street 
from the St. Bernard housing project, and 
arrived at the Mayor’s house chanting “No 
Justice!  No Peace!”  

    “Family members who once lived 
together in pubic housing are now scat-
tered across the country, unable to return, 
and forced to spend the holidays alone,” 
says rally organizer Endesha Juakali of 
Survivor’s Village.  “We went to his home 
so that when he was with his loved ones 
for the holidays, he wouldn’t forget those 
who couldn’t be due to his inaction.”

Displaced residents of the Lafitte, CJ
Peete, BW Cooper and St. Bernard public 
housing complexes in New Orleans were 
joined in protest by supporters from orga-
nizations that include Survivor’s Village, 
the People’s Hurricane Relief Fund, Com-
mon Ground Relief, SEIU, United Front 
for Affordable Housing and C3 Hands Off 
Iberville. The protest was part of a strategy 
of escalation by public housing residents 
to raise awareness and  increase pressure 
on key decision-makers. 

On the Friday before the protest, in a 
move that many believe was brought on 
by the threat of protest, Nagin sent a letter 
to HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson. The 
letter requested that HUD immediately 
make available one thousand units, open 
one thousand more units within 90 days, and 
set up an additional 750 scattered sites.

“HANO and the Mayor are talking 
about phased redevelopment only because 
we forced them to,” says Juakali. “Phased 
redevelopment is not enough, and we will 
continue to turn up the heat on them until 
every resident who wants to come home is 
guaranteed the right to return to the apart-
ment they left before Katrina.”

A demonstration for Public Housing on Martin Luther King Day in New Orleans. Photo: Craig Morse, 
Culture:Subculture Photos

Survivors Village and the Fight 
for Public Housing in New Orleans
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If you’ve been moved by this unjust 
war to write a poem, please consider 
submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.
com, or mail to SPC. Work on themes 
of war, the war economy, oppression 
and political injustice, and/or which 
celebrates more positive hopes and 
visions, will be considered. 

POETRY PEACE VIGIL  
“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

SUNNY
SIDE UP

Peacefully Eternal
“Alter O’Media”

Peacefully eternal, the river
flows to the sea

Spring rich from stillness deep
and budding green-ness
witness

A swooping crow –
cawing now
eternally peaceful.

And yes,

I see the Wall Streets
of the World, writhing
in their own self-determination.

And, yes, retching, in their own, blind, noxiousness.

Burning, in their own, self-made, hell.

Stadiums, arenas of self-interest
rotting

The elementals feeding on the blood and sucking off the 
bone of ignorance.

... and the river flows to the sea
Spring rich from stillness deep

And budding green-ness, witness
a swooping crow

cawing now
eternally peaceful.

“Alter O’Media” chose to use a pen name and remain anonymous.

Coop Credit Union Goes 
Bi-Lingual/Bi-Cultural
 

has grown from 2% of the total in 2002 to 
15% in 2006.

This growth is attributable in large part 
to the range of services that addresses the 
specific needs of folks with varying lev-
els of fluency in English. All workshops,
counseling, member services and educa-
tional/promotional materials are available 
in English and Spanish. Eight full-time 
staff are fully bilingual, including two loan 
officers. Other staff are steadily increasing
their Spanish language skills as well.

In addition to courses in home own-
ership, financial terminology and small
business support, the staff has translated 
a basic financial education curriculum
into Spanish for the National Association 
of Federal Credit Unions for use by credit 
unions across the US. Further outreach is 
provided through regular guest segments 
on the local Spanish language radio show-
-topics addressed include buying a home 
or car and establishing and maintaining a 
good credit record.

Building on the lessons learned in 

meeting the needs of the Latino commu-
nity, in 2005 the SCFCU began to provide 
financial education courses to other refugee
groups, including Somali Bantu, Sudanese, 
Burmese and Liberian families. In accord 
with its commitment to improve effec-
tiveness through partnership with other 
organizations, translators from Catholic 
Charities of Onondaga County assisted in 
these educational programs.

Always seeking to contribute to the 
strength of the communities it serves, the 
SCFCU says, “Mucho gusto” (pleased to 
meet you) to all its new members and friends 
and those it has yet to come to know. 

–Donna Muhs-McCarten

From the moment you hear the welcom-
ing greeting in English and Spanish you 
might suspect that the Syracuse Coopera-
tive Federal Credit Union (SCFCU) is not 
banking “business as usual.” When you are 
then directed to a menu of diverse services, 
all available in Spanish, this credit union’s 
commitment to the Spanish speaking com-
munity in CNY becomes clear.

Founded in 1982, the SCFCU is com-
mitted to social justice and dedicated to the 
financial education and empowerment of
its members.  The Peace Council was an 
early supporter of the Credit Union, be-
ing one of the first “field of membership”
organizations.

Treasurer Ron Ehrenreich notes, “Part 
of our mission was to serve those who 
weren’t being served by the for-profit
banking establishment.  It was a matter 
of build it and they will come.” This has 
certainly been the case for Syracuse’s 
burgeoning Latin-American population 
which includes past and recent refugees and 
immigrants. Spanish speaking membership 
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Interview by Aly Wane and 
Christiana Kaiser

On November 11 the PNL sat down with 
members of the Pan African Community 
of Central New York (PACCNY) for a 
discussion about the stereotypes and mis-
representations of Africa that exist in our 
community. This is the second segment of 
our three-part conversation.

Kwame Otieku (KO), Mĩcere Gĩthae 
Mũgo (MGM) and Emmanuel Awuah 
(EA) are members of the local non-profit
organization, PACCNY, which seeks, 
among other goals, to foster unity among 
people of African descent. The January 
2007 PNL includes more information on 
PACCNY and the participants and Part I 
of this interview on the impact of misrep-
resentations of Africa.   

PNL: How can we combat the constant 
misrepresentation of Africa in the US? Is-
sues of the media and education have been 
touched upon and Mr. Otieku mentioned 
that there is work to be done by Africans. 
There is also work to be done by Central 
New Yorkers including those who might not 
have any knowledge or experience of Africa. 
What recommendations would you have for 
people to change those negative images of 
Africa that exist in our community?  

KO: My recommendation would be that 
if you live in the community you become 
part of the community.  A good example is 
why we are here today, PACCNY. PACCNY 
basically is hoping to unite the Diaspora. All 
this negative publicity impacts indigenous 
Africans.  It does impact the Black world. 
We live in a community, and we’ve got to 
come together. Together we can educate 
people. When something happens in the 
community we can join hands instead of 
doing things as individuals on our own. A 

team may be able to 
make a great impact 
and work through areas 
where we have prob-
lems to have a dialogue. 
A good example is what 
we had not too long 
ago about the squabble 
at HW Smith School. 
[In March 2006 Afri-
can students attending 
H.W.Smith Elementary 
School were harassed 
by fellow students, in-
cluding being assaulted 
with bleach.] When that 
came up PACCNY tried 
to make an impact. If 
we have various orga-
nizations tackling the 
same issues and taking 
interest in them, I think 
that is a vehicle we may be able to use to 
squash some of this misunderstanding or 
enhance the image of our own kind. But 
we have to do it for ourselves. We cannot 
wait for anybody to do it for us.

MGM: To follow up on that one, we have 
been practical and sent recommendations 
to the HW Smith School offering our 
participation as well as the skills we have 
in our midst to go to the schools and run 
workshops and give presentations that 
would provide a correct representation of 
the reality on the African continent. We 
would also like to create a situation where 
we can get children from the various cultural 
communities and nationalities - specifically
kids from the African continent and their 
counterparts from the African American 
world, as well as other Diasporan com-
munities - to be in conversation with each 
other so as to understand each other. So, 
we are already engaged in that important 
work. Our constitution in PACCNY has as 
one of its objectives the creation of cultural 
understanding, exchange and conversations 
with and between Diasporan Africans 
(and other communities) in order for us to 
understand one another better. That desire 
to promote understanding, work together 

and try to address problems collectively has 
been a historical fact and we are anxious 
to ensure that it truly happens. I know that 
the Ghana Society of Central New York is 
known for a number of its activities, including 
the major annual dinner that is very cultur-
ally diversified and inclusive. PACCNY
supports such activities as they promote 
understanding among the various groups. 
The question of going into the schools to 
educate students about Africa and the global 
African Diaspora is a critical part of these 
efforts at dialogue and something that we 
have been discussing extensively and have 
ready for implementation as soon as we 
receive a nod from the schools. We need 
to target young people. We need to be in 
conversation with them. We need to reach 
them and we are working on that. We have 
an outreach committee in PACCNY that is 
going to engage in a lot more of this kind 
of work in schools and the community.

EA: I think one of the things that funda-
mentally we need to do is to address this 
problem, first of all, from an academic
standpoint. There is a lot of research that has Aly, a native of Senegal, is an SPC intern.  

Christiana studied International Relations 
at the University of Ghana at Legon and 
Syracuse University. continued on next page

Kwame Otieku (at podium), Mĩcere Gĩthae Mũgo and Emmanuel Awuah 
of the Pan African Community of Central New York at Ghana’s 2006 
Independence Anniversary Celebration at OCC.
Photo: Wilson Akuamoah-Boateng

Challenging Misrepresentations of
AFRICA 

An Interview with Local Pan African Activists Part IIRe
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Monday-Friday, 11am-6pm
Saturday-Sunday
by appointment

1153 West Fayette Street
Syracuse, N.Y 13204

Store Hours:

315-479-0400

www.syracusesoapworks.com

Made Locally, Naturally

No synthetic colors
No synthetic fragrances
Not tested on animals

DEBORAH J. WELSH, Ed.D
Licensed Creative Arts Therapist

       Licensed Mental Health Counselor
       Registered Dance Movement Therapist                    

Full Circle: 404 Oak St., Syracuse, NY 13203
     (315) 479-7718   djwelsh@syr.edu
     On the web: www.deborahjwelsh.com

Arts based Jungian approach to psychological, medical, and
emotional problems.  Twenty years clinical experience with
individuals, couples, families, and groups.

been done about what factors are contribut-
ing to the problems that we have in Africa. 
Unfortunately, when it comes to African 
problems we tend to explain those problems 
from a cultural perspective. Yet, when we 
look at some of the Asian countries and 
their problems, we tend to look at it from 
an academic stand point in terms of changes 
going on within the global system. There is 
some inconsistency in terms of explaining 
the African issues or African problems. Not 
everything is cultural. By using the cultural 
explanation as a source of poverty and other 
problems, we do not do justice to academic 
analysis of the situation. Those who are 
academicians have a responsibility in not 
using a double standard to explain why 
Africa finds itself in this situation.

On a more practical level, I think we 
can promote sister-city relationships so that 
Central New Yorkers can go to Africa and 
visit some of the cities, because it is very 
easy to stereotype people you don’t know. 
Once you relate to them, you befriend them 
and you get to know that they hurt much as 
we hurt, they have needs as we have needs, 
they have problems as we have problems 
here. We will find common solutions to

Interview / from previous page these problems as humans 
rather than stereotype 
others as being unable to 
deal with these problems 
on their own. Therefore, 
in order not to caricature 
Africa in those stereotypi-
cal terms, there is a need 
for us to have a better 
relationship. Those who 
have visited Africa have 
a responsibility to present 
the true hospitality that 
they’ve received, the true 
conditions that prevail 
– not only the negative 
ones, but the positive 
dimensions and aspects 
of African people.  This 
is something that we need to work on.  

African-Americans have a lot to gain 
or to lose if we do not do anything about 
these stereotypes because it is a continua-
tion of the stereotypical representation of 
African-Americans themselves since they 
originated from Africa, and we tend to see 
the same stereotypes being used towards 
African-Americans. Therefore, there is a 
need for African-Americans to visit Africa 
and come back and write about the stories 

of their heritage. This is very important so 
that they can educate their fellow Central 
New Yorkers about their heritage and share 
it.  That will be an American who has been 
there, come back and is telling the stories 
of the good things that are in Africa rather 
than those who may be non-Africans and 
may be looking for only the negative aspects 
of what’s going on in Africa.

Look for part III next month.

Griot/Storyteller Vanessa Johnson shares stories of African American 
history with children in Worawora, Ghana. She integrates stories and 
experiences from Ghana into her storytelling in CNY. 
Photo: Africa Bound
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Christiana studied International Relations 
at the University of Ghana at Legon and 
Syracuse University.

Christiana Kaiser

While many months have passed since 
the articles referenced below appeared in 
the Post-Standard, the misrepresentations 
that they perpetuated are still common-
place and go largely unchallenged in our 
media. Critical letters to the editor about 
this coverage went unpublished. At least 
five letters of praise were printed.   

In October and November of 2005 a 
series of special reports entitled “Bound 
to Ghana” appeared in the Post-Standard 
(available in the archives at www.syracuse.
com/specialreports). This series represented 
a laudable effort by the paper to invest in 
direct reporting from an African country. 
Unfortunately, the product of this investment 
was 14 full broadsheet pages of reportage 
that sunk into the usual narrative of African 
poverty and disease coupled with American 
charity. Ostensibly the series was intended 
to highlight the many connections between 
Syracuse and communities in Ghana, but its 
view was one-sided, distorting needs in Ghana 
and overemphasizing aid from CNY.

Humans, Not Charity Cases
Addressing the “Bound to Ghana” series 
and other articles is necessary, even now, 
not only because it misrepresented Ghana-
ians, but because it also misrepresented 
us as Central New Yorkers and damaged 
the reputation of our community. Across 
Ghana there are people who graciously 
welcomed this reporter, a de facto rep-
resentative of Syracuse, into their homes 
and communities and entrusted her with 
their stories, only to be described by their 
“twisted front tooth” or characterized as 
shoddy craftspeople, parents who must 
be paid to send their daughters to school 
or helpless charity recipients with no life 
beyond their highlighted miseries. When 
these offences are remembered they will 
be forever associated with our community. 
Perhaps it was never intended that the 
people described in these stories would 
read what was written about them. That is 

an even deeper offence. Their open-
ness and generosity were exploited so 
the reporter could tell her story rather 
than theirs. The compassion, sincere 
interest, and ignorance of local read-
ers of the series were also exploited 
as half-truths and distortions were 
passed off as fact.  

Families, Not Chattel
On March 12, 2006 the Post-Standard 
published another story by the same 
reporter, “Remember the Slave Coast,” 
about the forts and “castles” that she 
visited in Elmina and Cape Coast, Ghana. 
This article too was disturbing. The 
sites she wrote about are sacred ground. 
They contain the underground prisons 
where many thousands of people were 
killed and many more were terrorized 
and held for months in unforgivable 
conditions before enduring the Middle 
Passage to the Americas. They stand as 
reminders of a painful chapter in the 
lives of our other founding fathers and 
mothers – those whose blood, sweat, 
knowledge and labor built the founda-
tion of the United States.  

A sensitive and well-conceived 
story about these monuments and the 
history they embody could have contrib-
uted in some small way to the healing of 
deep historical wounds. However, just as 
the “Bound to Ghana” series squandered a 
valuable opportunity to highlight the fellow-
ship and reciprocity of connections between 
Central New Yorkers and Ghanaians, this 
article too wasted an opportunity to illumi-
nate the painful history of enslavement in 
favor of reinforcing a narrow, selective view 
of African people complete with rehashed 
myths and dehumanizing language. 

The story that was told was one of 
faceless, nameless “slaves” held in jungle 
“castles” by unseen, unaccountable traders. 
Like the series, it failed to do the essential 
work of journalism – to ask and to find
out, “Why?” Why were many millions 
of people kidnapped, ripped from their 
homes and families, terrorized, raped, 
murdered, tortured and enslaved, and later 
Jim Crowed, lynched, discriminated against 
and racially profiled? Who benefited and
who profited from their suffering? Why

has the United States government never 
apologized for its role in these crimes 
against humanity? Why, today, are there 
such gross economic disparities between 
Ghana and the United States when Ghana 
is a country rich in natural, intellectual and 
cultural resources? None of these essential 
questions were asked.

The story was presented from a perspec-
tive that accepts economic challenges in 
African countries as somehow inherent and 
inescapable rather than wholly created by 
our shared international economic system. 
This perspective relies heavily on colonial, 
paternalistic ideology that relegates African 
people to the backdrop of their own history 
and contributions.

The reporter wrote, of the history of 
Ghana’s forts and of life in Ghana today, “I 
did not look away. I recorded what I saw.” 
It is, indeed, important to bear witness to 
history and injustice, but what she reported 

continued on page 15

Vanessa Johnson, of Syracuse, and another US traveler, 
stand before the “Door of No Return” in the fort at 
Cape Coast, Ghana. The door was the last exit for 
hundreds of thousands of people who were forced to 
board ships for the Middle Passage to the Americas. 
Photo: Africa Bound

“Reporting from Africa…”
A Critique of Local Media Coverage
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Wade Davis
EXPLORER-IN-RESIDENCE

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

Light at the Edge of the World: 
A Journey through the Realm 

of Vanishing Cultures
February 28, 7:30 p.m.

Hendricks Chapel 

Norman Ornstein
POLITICAL ANALYST

Governing in an Era of Tribal 
Politics: The Twilight of the 

Bush Administration and 
the Election Ahead
March 6, 7:30 p.m. 

Hendricks Chapel 

Midori
CLASSICAL VIOLINIST

An Evening with Midori, in 
conversation with Daniel Hege 

April 12, 7:30 p.m. 
Hendricks ChapelFor further information: 

EeGray@syr.edu
http://provost.syr.edu/lectures/

Spring 2007

119-107-d1000_PeaceCouncil.indd   1 1/26/07   9:07:33 AM
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Equal Exchange products are available 
at the Syracuse Real Foods Co-op. 

Empowering Farmers
When you choose Equal Exchange fairly traded coffee, tea 
or chocolate, you join a network that empowers farmers in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia to:
    • Stay on their land

    • Care for the environment

    • Farm organically

    • Support their family

    • Plan for the future

Velvra Shad, Mwika Mrimbo 
Uurwo Primary Society, KNCU 
Cooperative, Tanzania

www.equalexchange.coop

Africa Media / from page 13

of what she saw is troubling and begs that 
we question not only her vision, but our 
collective American image of Africa and 
of African people.

Between Accra and Cape Coast the 
reporter saw “jungle.” I have traveled that 
route many times. There is no jungle there. 
There are rainforest reserves nearby the town 
of Cape Coast. Jungles though, are things 
of racist, Tarzan-type mythology.  

She saw children, some selling biscuits, 
and presumed they were “probably starv-
ing,” offering no basis for her assertion 
apart from the one implied: they are African 
children and so must be starving.

In the dungeons of Elmina she saw 
where “slave women” were violently and 
systematically raped, but she did not seem 
to see that each of these women could have 
been your, or my, mother, sister, wife or 
daughter. She was unable to see that the 
“unruly slaves” who were locked in a small 
cell and deliberately starved to death were 
freedom fighterswhoweremurderedbecause
they refused to be enslaved, because they 
rebelled and fought for their lives, for their 
homes and for their families. She could 

not see that these people, who were the 
backdrop of her story, were not “slaves” 
at all despite being called such every time 
she mentioned them.  

“Slave” – chattel, property – is the 
enslavers’ definition of the human beings
upon whom they visited countless atrocities. 
We must reject it in favor of accurate defini-
tions. Chinua Achebe once said, “Africa is 
the home of people.” This simple truth we, 
as a society, are yet to fully recognize. The 
people who were imprisoned in the dun-
geons of the forts at Cape Coast and Elmina 
may have been held captive there and later 
enslaved, but they were not “slaves.” They 
were people. They were mothers, fathers, 
brothers, sisters, children and grandparents. 
They were artists, teachers, engineers, doctors, 
fishermen, farmers, goldsmiths, scientists,
spiritual leaders and peacekeepers. Slavery 
was no more natural for them then, than it 
is for you or me today.  

Historical Context
The real story here is why this reporter and 
so many other people, particularly Euro-
pean Americans, go to these dungeons or 
read about them and fail to see the roots of 
American history and European and American 

responsibility for what happened there.  
The atrocities at Cape Coast and Elmina 

and enslavement in the Americas were 
committed, in part, so that my ancestors 
in the United Kingdom, France, Hungary 
and the United States could have cheap 
sugar, rum, cotton and tobacco, and so that 
the business interests that provided them 
could become rich.  

Today little has changed. Many people 
in Ghana and around the world, including 
the US, struggle resourcefully and with great 
dignity under unjust economic hardship, 
in part, so that you and I can have cheap 
chocolate bars and hot cocoa, tropical tim-
bers, aluminum, gold and other resources, 
and so that the corporations that provide 
these for us can become even richer.

Slavery, colonialism, racism and glo-
balization are excruciating things to face, 
but many people in our community and 
around the world have been facing them for 
centuries and continue to. It is not enough 
that we do not look away. We must look 
inward – and look well beyond the “jungles,” 
“probably starving” children and “slaves” of 
our collective imagination to see the painful, 
ultimately healing truth that involves each 
and every one of us.



        SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

"I Too Sing America" Vanessa 
Johnson. 7:30 pm,  Storer Aud., OCC. 
www.sunyocc.edu

Film: Hand on the Pulse: The Life and 
Work of Joan Nestle. 7pm. 1st Unitar-
ian Universalist, 109 Waring Road (at 
Nottingham Rd), 476-6226. Free.

“Vineyard Energy Project” and 
“Wind Over Water.” Sierra Club Film 
Series. 7:30pm. University United 
Methodist Church, 1085 E. Genesee 
St. Free. 492-4745.

Book Club: "Guest Book" by 
Stacy Bannerman. 12:30pm. Differ-
ent Drummer Cafe, 1 Public Square, 
Watertown. Every wed. until April 4. 
782-0595. 

FEB 4  5  6  7  8  9   10

 11  12  13      16   

 18    20         23      

 25  26  27      2         

4 5 6          

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. TW Ch. 98.  People for 
An i mal Rights.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
T.V. by, for & about teens. 8pm. TW 
Ca ble Chan nel 98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY THURS:  Talk to a Lawyer.  
Westcott Com m. Ctr., 826 Euclid 
Ave.  6-8pm. Free. 478-8634. 

EVERY THURS: Womens' Voic es 
Ra dio.  WAER - 88 FM.  8pm.
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EVERY  WED: Open Figure Draw ing. 
7-10pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

To list your group’s event 
or meeting, call 472-5478 
or send the info to SPC at 

pnl@peacecouncil.net

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Channel 98, 9-11am.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft 
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave.  472-5478.

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood 
Association, 6:30pm, Mundy 
Library, 1204 S Geddes St.

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm, 
446-5940. Help line 635-9230. 

SUN Southside Coalition. 7pm, 
Payton Temple. 476-7475.

 Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith, Lionel 395-
3103. Call to confirm time & place.

SUN Southwest Action Committee, 
7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.

Progressive Coalition Meeting, 
5:30-7pm, CNY Labor Fed., 404 
Oak St. Andy, 472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors/West-
side Coalition Mtg. 7pm, Brown 
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

Expressing Our Nature Mtg. 
St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden St., 
7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish 
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends 
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition. Monthly potluck 
meeting. 4-7pm, 209 Slocum 
Ave.  Syr., 478-4571.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. 5pm, St. An drew’s 
Ch., 124 Alden St. 636-7726.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45 pm. Geddes St. and W. Gen-
esee St. (Westside). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45 pm,  Adams St. and Rt 81. 
(Downtown) 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45pm. Rt. 57 and Vine St., 
Village of Liverpool 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45 pm. Rt. 275 (Fayette St.) 
and Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), 
Manlius. 472-5478.

Bernard Woma. Storer Auditorium, 
OCC. 3pm. www.sunyocc.edu

The Folkus Project: Singer song-
writer Michele Choiniere. WCC, 8 
pm. 478-8634. Fee.

SPC Meet-Up 6:45-8:30pm, 
Recess Cafe, 110 Harvard Place, 
472-5478. Come Get Involved!

 Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith, Lionel 395-
3103. Call to confirm time & place.

Film: A Panther in Africa. Storer 
Auditorium, OCC.  2  & 7 pm. www.
apantherinafrica.com

"A Lesson Yet To Be Learned" 
The Palace Theater, 2384 James 
St., 6:30pm. 445-4292

Film: Tupac: Resurrection. 2pm 
& 7pm.  Storer Auditorium, OCC.  
www.sunyocc.edu

Film: Key West City of Colors: 
A Celebration of the 25th Anniver-
sary of the Rainbow Flag. 7pm. First 
Unitarian Universalist Society, 109 
Waring Road (at Nottingham Road). 
476-6226. Free. 

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drummer 
Cafe, 6-10pm. 1 Public Square,  
Watertown. 782-0595.

Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

Winter Puppetry Camp, Feb 19-23, 
8:30am-3pm. Cost $150. Open Hand 
Theater 518 Prospect Ave. 476-0466 
to apply.

Film: The Ground Truth  3:30pm 
Plymouth Church, 232 E. Onondaga  
St. 474-4836 Rev. Craig Schaub

Double Banjo Bluegrass Spec-
tacular: 8pm, WCC. $15-$12  
478-8634.

Goodwin Cooke, "Somalia & 
Ethiopia Anarchy and Terrorism 
in the the Horn of Africa." 3pm. 
University Neighbors Lecture Se-
ries. Westcott Community Center. 
478-8634. Fee. 

The Dust Poets, May Memorial 
$15 Acoustic Folk Rock Band, 
www.dustpoets.com

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 924 
Burnet Ave. 472-5478. Free 
Pizza!

Military Alternatives Education 
Project Retreat. Planning  retreat 
to counter military recruitment in 
the High Schools and community. 
10am-2pm. Lunch Provided. 2013 
E. Genesee St. 472-5478.

19

17

University Neighbors Lecture 
Series: Owen Shapiro: Creating an 
International Film Festival. 7:30pm. 
WCC. 478-8634. Fee. 

MARCH 1

22

15

SPC Steering Comm Meeting. 
7-9pm. Call for location, 472-
5478. Open to SPC supporters. 

SPC Clean Up! Help prepare for 
SPC's upcoming move! 10am-
4pm, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-5478.

24

Yalla!  Middle Eastern Fusion 
Dance Festival. Appel Commons, 
Cornell, Ithaca. (607) 262-6056.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

Deadline for PNL Calendar 
Items. Send to 924 Burnet 
Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203 or 
pnl@peacecouncil.net

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley) 472-5478.

Military Alternatives Education 
Project Mtg.  5:30pm, AFSC/PA 
Office, 2013 E. Genessee St. 
472-5478.

Oil on Ice: Gwich’in Indians tak-
ing on powerful global energy 
interests.  Sierra Club Film Series. 
7 pm.  LeMoyne College, Grewen Hall 
(the main building with the clock on it) 
room 137. 492-4745. Free.

“Too Hot Not to Handle.” Sierra 
Club Film Series. 2 pm. Liverpool 
Public Library, 310 Tulip St., 
Liverpool. Free. 492-4745.

14

SPC Monthly Program

Darfur: Beyond the Headlines. 7 
pm. Westcott Comm. Ctr. , 826 Eu-
clid Ave. Come see the highly-ac-
claimed documentary All About 
Darfur. Free. See page 3.

8

The Vagina Monologues 8 pm 
May Memorial Church, 3800 E. 
Genesee. 3$ Student/ 5$ Gen-
eral. 446-8920. Some Proceeds 
go to SPC!

The Vagina Monologues 8 pm 
May Memorial Church, 3800 E. 
Genesee. 3$ Student/ 5$ General   
446-8920. 

 Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith, Lionel 395-
3103. Call to confirm time & place.

3

Syracuse Community Choir Annual 
Meeting. 7-9pm. WCC, 826 Euclid 
Ave. 428-8151. 

7

Light at the edge of the World, A 
Journey Through the Realms of 
Vanishing Cultures. Wade Davis. 
National Geographic Society. 7:30 pm. 
Hendrick's Chapel, SU, free.

21

28

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM

SPC Clean Up! Help prepare for 
SPC's upcoming move! 10am-
4pm, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-5478.
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