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The Peace Newsletter is fortunate to have had two local activists 
write on their recent experiences in Iran. Ed Kinane reported on 
his March trip in the May, 2007 issue; Gabriel is now sharing 
some of his observations.

I recently (July 6 – July 20) had the opportunity to visit Iran – or 
Persia as it was once called – with a “Citizen Diplomacy” delega-
tion organized by Global Exchange (www.globalexchange.org). 
While two weeks does not allow one to become an expert on a 
nation and its people, I can attest to the general pulse of the nation 
and its people and dispel many myths that cloud this magnificent
country in a grossly misunderstood region of the world.

Having spent more than two years living in various countries 

of the Arab Middle East, I was not surprised by the warm wel-
come afforded our majority US American delegation by Iranians 
and their quick distinction between us and our governments. I 
visited Iran knowing Iranians could not easily be compared to 
their Arab neighbors. Contrary to what many US Americans 
believe, Iranians speak Persian or Farsi, a language similar 
only in alphabet and limited vocabulary to Arabic, the dominant 
language of the Middle East. My quick journey confirmed this
thought – Iran has a culture and people completely distinct from 
any other in the world.

The Evil, Conservative Forces of Islam?
Unfortunately, the war propaganda coming from many Western 
nations has resulted in Islam being misinterpreted and labeled the 

continued on page 6
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is 
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are community-
based, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our 
supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recogniz-
ing their economic and militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make 
these connections clear.  We initiate and support activities 
that help build this sense of community and help tear down 
the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and 
justice is an economic system that places human need above 
monetary profit.  We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat 
of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means 
of conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.
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compiled by Andy Mager

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION

Are We Done Yet?
A huge majority in the US now opposes the 
war. Syracuse is about to host the largest anti-
war mobilization in Upstate NY since Viet 
Nam. It involves major labor participation 
and more student involvment than the peace 
movement has seen in recent years (most 
of you will be reading this after the event). 
Congressman Walsh has declared that it’s 
time to begin a US withdrawal. Does that 
mean the peace movement can rest?

Absolutely not! While the accom-
plishments gained through our consistent 
organizing work are significant, there is
still so much to be done. 

Now is the time to build on our success. 
Most of the legislation in Congress calls 
for only moderate troop reductions, with a 
continued US military presence for years. 
We need to press for a complete withdrawal 
on a rapid time frame, including turning 
over military bases to Iraqi control and 
withdrawal of private US contractors. 

Congressman Walsh and many others 
are blaming the Iraqi people for the lack of 
“progress” in Iraq. The Bush administration, 
with the support of Walsh and Congress, 
is fully responsible for the bloodshed, 
squandered resources and devastation 
caused in Iraq. We call for reparations to 
the Iraqi people. We also need to build 
stronger coalitions in our communities to 
shift US priorities from imperialist military 
interventions to meeting human needs. 

So, come out on September 29: 1 pm 
rally at Everson Plaza, 2:30 pm march to 
SU, 3:30 pm closing rally at Walnut Park. 
Panel discussion at 7:30 pm at Hendricks 
Chapel, Syracuse University.

Continue the Anti-
War Momentum … 

on to NYC
One of our next steps after 
the September 29 mass rally 
and march in Syracuse is to 
participate in United for Peace 
and Social Justice’s upcoming 
National Mobilization to End 
the War in Iraq. Set for Saturday, 
October 27, SPC is sending one 
bus (or more) to the demonstra-
tion in NYC. There will be nine  
mass demonstrations at other 
locations across the US.

Bus seats are $45-70 on a 
sliding scale. Some scholarship 
money is available. Reserve your 
seat(s) now. Donations to the 
scholarship fund are warmly 
welcomed. Contact Andy.

Community Re-Use 
Benefits SPC

The SPC garage sale blitz on 
September 8 brought in over 
$1100 in much needed financial support
as well as encouraging people to clear out 
their attics and cupboards. In addition to 
selling many, many used items, the sales 
doubled as SPC outreach events with Peace 
Newsletters, lawnsigns, fliers and other
materials distributed.

Kudos to Nate Hughes who helped 
organize the sales and to hosts Aimee 
Jurista, Rae Kramer, Cindy Ostuni and 
Kathy Tryon. Thanks also to the other 
volunteers who helped in many ways and 
the dozens of folks who generously donated 
materials to sell. 

Activist Appreciation: 
Aimee Jurista

Some people contribute to SPC in a very 
specific way, but Aimee Jurista is truly a

END THE IRAQ WAR
ORGANIZING MEETING

Tuesday, October 9, 7 pm
2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd floor

Open to all who want to participate in 
local efforts to end the war

Jun Yasuda, a Buddhist nun with deep connections to 
the Onondaga Nation, chants and prays on a dock on 
Onondaga Lake as part of the “Roots of Peacemaking” 
event commemorating the UN International Day of Peace 
on September 20. Kent Lyons, who emceed the gathering is 
beside her. Co-sponsored by SPC’s Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation project, the event highlighted the contributions of the 
Onondagas and other Haudenosaunee to the development of 
democracy. Photo: Andy Mager

“renaissance” activist. This summer she 
twice provided gourmet meals for SPC 
workers and guests. She coordinated the 
food for the SPC birthday celebration in 
2006 and is signed up for 2008 to prepare 
food for Howard Zinn and hundreds of 
others (mark your calendars, Saturday, 
April 26).

Aimee has several times served as a 
bus coordinator for trips to DC and New 
York, recently hosted a garage sale, takes 
photographs and always responds to our 
requests with enthusiasm – even when she 
says no. SPC staff particularly appreciate 
her deep sense of commitment to whatever 
task she takes on – we know that if Aimee 
is doing it, we need not worry!

The SPC Move
Plans are coming together for the renova-
tion and greening of the second floor of
the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social 
Justice – SPC’s soon-to-be home. A new 
high-efficiency furnace, energy-efficient

A combined November/December Peace Newsletter will be 
mailed out on November 15. Check the website til then.
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Weekly Peace Outreach
Join us at a busy intersection near you. 

Bring your own anti-war sign or use 
one of ours. Help end the war now!

Tuesdays: 4:45-5:30 pm

Also through October Saturdays 9-10 am 
at the Regional Market on Park St.

October 2  Geddes St. and W. Genesee 
St. (Westside)
October 9  Rt. 20 (Albany St.) and 
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
October 16  Teall Ave. & Rt. 690 
(Eastside)
October 23  Rt. 11 (in front of 
Northern Lights Shopping Center, 
Mattydale)
October 30  Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown)

Plowshares December 1-2
We are gearing up for our 37th annual 
Plowshares Craftsfair on December 1 
and 2 at Nottingham High School. This 
year’s show filled up faster than ever, with
over 110 participating craftspeople and a 
packed waiting list. Mark your calendars 

and plan to join us 
for a memorable 
weekend of enter-
tainment, beautiful 
locally handmade 
crafts and delicious 
food. Also, keep an 
eye on your mailbox 
for the Plowshares 
raffle tickets. The
event is also a great 
way to volunteer for 
the Peace Council. 
Look for details 
in the November 
PNL.

Bikes 4 
Peace  

Wraps Up
SPC’s bike outreach 
program wrapped 
up its fifth season
working with youth 
to fix and recycle
bikes. We kicked 

off the summer with two very successful 
clinics at the Northeast Community Center 
– working with 40-50 youth. We partnered 
with two new sites this year: Boys & Girls 
Club on East Fayette St. and the Brady Faith 
Center. Attendance at these sites was much 
lower than others, but we hope to develop 
stronger relationships in the future. 

We finished the year on the Westside
with two clinics at La Liga. We gave away 
four bikes and several helmets at the final
clinic, with volunteers staying until almost 
8:30 pm to help the last two youth fix their
bikes. Thanks to everyone who donated 
bikes and to the volunteers who make the 
program work!

This fall and winter, we will be looking 
into funding opportunities and evaluating 
our program. If you’d like to help, please 
contact Jessica. 

Membership Changes      
Put on Back Burner

In the July/August PNL, we reported that 

SPC would begin to implement a new 
membership system (the current system 
being very loosely defined – in effect if
you feel like a member, you are a mem-
ber). There are a number of potentially 
time-consuming logistical details involved 
with making this transition. Because of the 
amount of work involved with organizing 
for the September 29 anti-war mobiliza-
tion, followed by the effort involved with 
moving our office (presumably sometime
in the fall), we have decided to reschedule 
the changes until the winter or spring. Sorry 
for the premature fanfare – look for more 
information in a future PNL.

NOON Prepares for 
Onondaga Court Hearing

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, SPC’s 
project in support of Onondaga sovereignty, 
justice and environmental restoration, has 
been busily preparing for the October 11 
court hearing in Albany (10 am in Federal 
Court). 

Unfortunately, this first opportunity for
the Onondagas to make their case in court 
will focus on procedural and technnical 
issues, not the true issues of concern. 

Join NOON for a candle-light support 
vigil on Wednesday, October 10 at 7 pm 
at Clinton Square in downtown Syracuse. 
People are also encouraged to come to 
Albany if they’re able to express support 
in and near the courtroom. See page 9 for 
further details. 

SPC in Action / continued from page 3

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Oaxaca and 
the Roots of Migration
Thursday, October 25, 7:30 pm
University United Methodist Church
(1085 E. Genesee St., enter on University)

FREE

Featuring: Miguel Angel Vasquez 
de la Rosa, Founder of EDUCA, a 
Oaxaca Grassroots Organization
“The genesis of the Oaxaca crisis 
is the structural economic crisis. 
Over 150,000 people migrate north 
from Oaxaca each year. That is the 
individual response to the crisis. 
But migration is a symptom. It is 
a symptom of impoverishment and 
inequality...from the policies of foreign 
investment (NAFTA) and the IMF.” 

-Miguel Angel Vasquez
de la Rosa

lighting, air sealing and insulation and 
some remodeling will prepare the way for 
us. Unfortunately, the work isn’t yet far 
enough along for us to have a clear time-
line – we won’t be in before late October. 
Stay tuned.

SPC’s House For Sale

SPC’s home for nearly half our existence is now up for sale. For only 
$32,500 you can own a house (or office) at 924 Burnet Ave. with a noble 
history. The proceeds will be used by SPC to support the new Center. Don 
Radke of FM Realty (637-5195) is generously assisting with the effort. Please 
spread the word. Photo: Andy Mager
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Ted is a primary organizer of the October 
22 nonviolent civil disobedience action on 
Capitol Hill (www.nowarnowarming.org) 
and is currently on an open-ended Climate 
Emergency Fast (www.climateemergency.
org). Contact: indpol@igc.org.

No War, No Warming – Yes to Rising Up

Ted Glick

For months a movement has been developing 
that consciously links the war in Iraq and 
the heating up of the Earth that is disrupting 
the world’s climate. On Monday, October 
22, on Capitol Hill and elsewhere around 
the country, that movement will become 
visible as large numbers of people engage 
in nonviolent direct action to disrupt busi-
ness as usual. We will call for an end to this 
criminal war and for strong action to slow, 
stop and reverse global warming 

These issues are connected by oil. The 
US government invaded and is occupying 
Iraq both for its oil and to try to turn it into 
a US-friendly military base from which it 
can better control the entire region. 

Why? It’s not just because Bush, 
Cheney, Rumsfeld, Rice, Wolfowitz and 
the neo-cons are motivated by their we’re-
the-rulers-of-the-world ideology. There is 
actually a perverse logic to what they’re 
doing, particularly given their personal 
connections to the oil industry.

The world is in a deepening energy 
crisis. Easily accessible oil and natural 
gas are getting hard to find, even as the
demand for and competition over energy 
accelerates. Those who study this issue 
agree that we are either right at or very 
near to “peak oil,” a point where as much 
oil will have been found and used as there 
is oil still remaining in the ground. The big 
problem is that those remaining reserves 
are getting harder and more expensive to 
bring out of the ground. 

There is a common sense solution to 
this dilemma. Instead of war in Iraq esca-
lating into war with Iran and more, the US 
could use its technological know-how and 
resources to advance a worldwide clean 
energy revolution. 

We could rapidly undercut the appeal 
of Al-Qaeda by withdrawing our military 
from the Middle East and promoting huge 
solar energy farms in this sun-drenched 
region. We could help the formerly colo-

nized countries of the Global South, who 
currently use greenhouse gas emitting coal 
or nuclear power to develop their econo-
mies, shift to renewable energy technology, 
including solar panels, wind turbines, the 
tides or the earth (geo-thermal).

What kind of world do we face if we 
don’t stand up, if we don’t rise up to demand 
a serious course correction? 

The CNA Corporation, a national secu-
rity think tank, published a report this spring 
called National Security and the Threat of 
Climate Change (securityandclimate.cna.
org) by six retired admirals and five retired
generals, including the former Army chief 
of staff and George W. Bush’s former chief 
Middle East peace negotiator. According 
to an April 16 Associated Press story, the 
report “called upon the US government 
to make major cuts in emissions of gases 
that cause global warming.” 

The AP report continued: “The report 
warned that in the next 30 to 40 years 
there will be wars over water, increased 
hunger, instability from worsening disease 
and rising sea levels and global warming-
induced refugees. ‘The chaos that results 

can be an incubator of civil strife, genocide 
and the growth of terrorism,’ the 35-page 
report predicted. … In a veiled reference 
to Bush’s refusal to join an international 
treaty to cut greenhouse gas emissions, 
the report said the US government ‘must 
become a more constructive partner’ with 
other nations to fight global warming and
cope with its consequences.” 

The options before us are clear. Down 
one road, the one we’re now on, lies a 
cascading series of oil and water wars, 
climate disasters and ecological devastation. 
Down the other lies a turn toward peaceful 
resolution of conflicts; energyconservation,
efficiency and a clean energy revolution;
and social and economic justice. 

In the words of the recent US Social 
Forum, another world is possible, but for 
it to come about, another US is necessary. 
It’s a world worth fighting for, a world
worth sacrificing for. Our children and
their children are counting on us to do the 
right thing, and to do it now. The clock is 
ticking, and we need to act as if the future 
of human society depends upon what we 
do, because it really does. 

October 20-22, 2007
Join a global movement rising up against war and global warming by 
participating in a massive intervention in Washington DC or your own 
community. We need to: 
• STOP the war in Iraq and future resource wars by ending our addic-

tion to fossil fuels.
• SHIFT government funding to rebuild New Orleans and all communi-

ties suffering from racism and corporate greed.
• GO green and promote environmental justice with new jobs in a clean 

energy economy.
For more info: www.nowarnowarming.org
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Iran / continued from cover all of our scheduled meetings (with NGOs, 
students, government and religious leaders) 
were cancelled due to a recent tightening 
of restrictions on people’s freedom of 
speech and fear of what consequences 
might follow an organized, open interac-
tion with Americans, even if the Iranian 

groups were more politically 
and socially conservative. As 
mentioned previously – and in 
contrast to this last observa-
tion – spontaneous meetings 
with individuals on the streets 
were very quick and easy to 
materialize.

However, any US criticism 
of Iran for its human rights 
abuses is highly hypocritical. 
The US softly criticizes Saudi 
Arabia even though internal 
Saudi opposition to the mon-
archy is strongly curtailed and 
women cannot vote, occupy 
government positions or even 
drive. Women are afforded 
these rights in Iran and make 
up about 50% of the student 
body in Iran’s universities. But 
Saudi Arabia is a great economic 
friend of the US and helps fight
the “war on terror.”

Throughout history, re-
strictions imposed by leaders 
on their people have proven to 

only lead to struggle and revolt. This may 
also be true in Iran, but this type of change 
will take time. With approximately 75% of 
the Iranian population under the age of 30, 
it is only a matter of time before another 
revolution erupts. Students have recently 
been protesting against what they see as 
an ineffectual and corrupt government, 
and they have been met with violence. It is 
easy to look at these young protesters and 
assume that they yearn for a lifestyle similar 
to that of students in the US, or the West in 
general. Thinking like this, however, can 
only be viewed as ethnocentric or naïve 
and is the major fault of the current Bush 
administration.

To paraphrase the words of one of my 
guides in Iran, Iranians have three identities: 
a Persian (pre-Islamic) identity, an Islamic 
identity and a Western/modern identity. 
Which one is displayed is different from 
one citizen to the next. To use the words 
of another Iranian I met: “They [Iranians] 
do not want a Western lifestyle. They don’t 
know what changes they want or what 
lifestyle they want.” They will have to 
figure it out for themselves.

religion of “terror.” The Islamic Republic 
of Iran hides nothing about the centrality of 
religion to its societal structure. However, 
while visiting Iran it was apparent that 
although religion is a part of everyone’s 
life, it is not the dominant force in 
most people’s lives. I heard the call 
to prayer less often than in other 
majority Muslim countries; I did 
not see as many people going to 
mosques at prayer time; I saw no 
Iranian women completely veiled, 
and most women exposed their 
hairline as far as the cultural and 
legal limits allow. This observation 
is not meant to discredit Iranians 
or judge Islam as having edicts 
that must be altered or ignored; it 
is meant to counter a false stereo-
type of Iran as a country of people 
suffocated by the conservative 
forces of Islam.

I found it easy to talk to people 
on the streets. People were cultur-
ally less conservative than their 
Middle Eastern neighbors. In fact, 
in all my experiences in the region, 
I found the Iranians to be most 
similar in personality and culture 
to Americans. I believe that given 
the opportunity, good relations 
between Americans and Iranians 
would be the easiest to foster among any 
other people in the Middle East.

The Lessons of History
Coupled with this softer, approachable 
interior – epitomized by the Iranian people 
– harsh, external rhetoric – put forth by 
the Iranian government – is alive and 
well. Murals of “Death to America” and 
“Down with Israel and the US” still exist 
on plenty of walls in Tehran, the capital 
of Iran. The “Den of Spies” (the former 
US Embassy that was occupied in 1979 
by Iranian university students during the 
Islamic Revolution) still exists with all 
its anti-American propaganda painted on 
the outside walls. Such propaganda is not 

blind hatred or jealousy. It is an uncomfort-
able fact that Iranians do have legitimate 
reasons for hating the US and its foreign 
policies.

For example, it was the CIA that 
helped orchestrate the overthrow of the 
democratically-elected prime minister of 

An Iranian family stopping to speak with several members of the Global 
Exchange delegation at the tomb of Sa’di, one of the greatest Persian 
poets, in Shiraz, Iran, Sa’di’s birth place.  Many families such as this one 
visit this tomb along with Hafez’s tomb, another famous Persian poet also 
from Shiraz, as a source of spiritual inspiration. Its beautiful gardens and 
architecture make it a great place to relax. Photo: Gabriel Angelone

Gabriel is a member of the Peace Newsletter 
editorial committee. Beginning in 2003, he 
spent one year volunteering with the Inter-
national Solidarity Movement throughout the 
West Bank of Palestine, actively supporting 
Palestinian nonviolent struggle against the 
Israeli Occupation, and he was also a student 
and teacher for one year in Damascus, Syria. 
He can be reached at jibreel@riseup.net.

Clerics:

Expanded Author ID: (first sentence is already included)

Iran in 1953 and assert Shah Mohammed 
Reza Pahlavi’s dominance, assuring the US 
of a “friend” in oil-rich Iran (similar to the 
insertion of puppet prime ministers in Iraq 
after the ousting of Saddam Hussein).

Iranians supported the Islamic Revo-
lution of 1979 because they were tired of 
the Shah – heavily influenced by Western
powers, especially the US – wasting away 
Iran’s revenues and resources. People were 
also tired of the Shah’s incredible opulence 
while many lived with next to nothing. 
Ayatollah Khomeini (the spiritual leader of 
the Revolution) promised equality for all, 
as prescribed by Islam. It is not surprising 
that Khomeini’s ideas were embraced and 
hatred of the colonial US power flourished.
The idea of an Islamic democracy was sub-
sequently corrupted by those given power, 
which is not an unfamiliar situation among 
the governments around the world.

The Power of the People, the 
Iranian People
The current government of Iran does im-
pose restrictions upon its people. Almost 
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Beyond the Washington 
Rhetoric
Talk of invading Iran or using a pre-emp-
tive strike to knock out its nuclear program 
is still resonating in Washington. General 
David Petraeus recently brought up Iran 
during his recent report on the “surge” in 
Iraq. He “warned” us that Iran is fomenting 
terror inside Iraq and attempting to create a 
fighting force similar to Hamas in Palestine
or Hezbollah in Lebanon.

I heard no Iranian say he or she dis-
agreed with Iran’s nuclear ambitions, even 
if intended for weapons. To Iranians, the 
demands of the US and Israel, commanding 
some of the largest nuclear stockpiles in the 
world, are nothing but hypocritical.

Knowing some Arabic, I was able 
to have conversations with about twenty 
Iraqis I saw in Iran, taking a break from 
their lives in Iraq. Amazingly enough, they 
expressed no hatred toward Americans and 
also understood that we, at least some of 
us, did not want the war. At the end of our 
conversations, I asked each of them what 
they would like to see happen in Iraq. 
They all said the same thing: “We want 
your country to leave.” We should keep 
this in mind when contemplating military 

involvement in Iran, and we should avoid 
such an intervention at all costs. I left Iran 
thinking we need to look toward human-

Two clerics from the Khan Theological School in Shiraz, Iran speaking with the Global Exchange 
delegation. The School, with a current enrollment of 160 students, offers instruction on the religion 
of Islam to people interested in entering the clergy and those simply wanting a better understanding 
of Islam to complement their lives. Photo: Gabriel Angelone

izing rather than demonizing its people 
and tap into the huge potential for “citizen 
diplomacy.”

ONONDAGA L AND RIGHTS
Court Hearing

Thursday, October 11 at 10 am
Federal District Court, 445 Broadway, Room 509, Albany, NY

BACKGROUND
This hearing, the first in the Onondaga’s historic Land 
Rights Action, is only the latest stage in the Ononda-
ga’s centuries-long effort to maintain their culture 
and way of life. The Onondagas seek recognition that 
their land was taken from them illegally and envi-
ronmental restoration in their territory. This hearing 
will determine whether the Onondaga suit can move 
forward to address the factual issues in the case.

Support the Onondaga’s Call for 
Justice and Environmental Restoration

• Travel to Albany for the hearing
• Candle Light Support Vigil. Wednesday, 

October 10, 7 pm, Clinton Square, 
downtown Syracuse. 

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation 
472-5478   www.peacecouncil.net/noon
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Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.center4art.org, by calling
(607) 749-4900 or (877) 749-ARTS 
or at the door. Seating is limited to 400. 
Beer, wine and great desserts start at 7PM.

 Main St., Homer, NY
(EXIT 12 off I-81)

WITH THE SUPPORT OF

These performances are supported by The 
New York State Music Fund, established 

by the New York State Attorney General at 
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors.

The Four Bitchin’ Babes

A hilarious estrogen 
fueled show that 

celebrates the 
best of babes, 

boys, & botox. Spend the 
evening with four multi-

talented musicians 
as they examine and 

celebrate the lives 
of today’s men and 

women as we all search 
for balance.

One of the leading 
voices in America’s 
thriving singer-
songwriter folk circuit, 
his charismatic, 
personally authentic 
performance style 
has influenced a 
generation of artists. 
One of the most 
entertaining performers
in the country!

Tickets $25
Seniors $20
Students w/ ID or
14 & under FREE

Tickets $20
Seniors $16
Students w/ ID or 
14 & Under FREE

boys, & botox. Spend the 
evening with four multi-

women as we all search www.fourbitchinbabes.com www.ellispaul.com

Saturday, October 13 at 8pm

 Hormonal Imbalance: 
 A Mood Swinging Musical Revue

Ellis Paul
Friday, October 2 6 at 8pm

with Ireland’s own FLYNN

Equal Exchange products are available at the
Syracuse Real Foods Co-op

618 Kensington Road

Empowering Farmers
When you choose Equal Exchange fairly traded coffee, tea 
or chocolate, you join a network that empowers farmers in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia to:
    • Stay on their land

    • Care for the environment

    • Farm organically

    • Support their family

    • Plan for the future

Velvra Shad, Mwika Mrimbo 
Uurwo Primary Society, KNCU 
Cooperative, Tanzania

www.equalexchange.coop
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DEBORAH J. WELSH, Ed.D
Licensed Creative Arts Therapist

       Licensed Mental Health Counselor
       Registered Dance Movement Therapist                    

Full Circle: 404 Oak St., Syracuse, NY 13203
     (315) 479-7718   djwelsh@syr.edu
     On the web: www.deborahjwelsh.com

Arts based Jungian approach to psychological, medical, and
emotional problems.  Twenty years clinical experience with
individuals, couples, families, and groups.

* REIKI & ASTROLOGY
* BOOKS & CDs
* CRYSTALS
* PSYCHICS
* CLASSES
* MASSAGE
* JEWELRY
* & So Much More

Open: Mon-Sat 11a-8p
Sundays 12-5p

Meagan is Cooperative Federal’s Sustain-
ability and Outreach Specialist.  Nick  works 
through Americorps VISTA to coordinate 
the Credit Union’s free financial seminars.

25 Years of Economic Empowerment:
Cooperative Federal Celebrates Silver Anniversary
Meagan Weatherby and Nick 
Cavanaugh

This year, Cooperative Federal (also 
known as Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union) is reaching a milestone as it 
celebrates its 25th year working for social 
and economic justice in Syracuse. As its 
members know, Cooperative Federal is no 
ordinary financial institution: in addition to
accounts and loans designed for working 
families, this credit union offers financial
education, counseling, and a commitment 
to sustainable community development.

The credit union’s philosophy is 
informed by radical roots. Cooperative 
Federal’s organizers were motivated by a 
desire to divest from the Apartheid system 
in South Africa that was heavily supported 
by the mainstream financial industry. From
the beginning, its mission has been to 
serve people traditionally denied access 
to capital: women, LGBT individuals and 
families, people of color, working class 
households, and nontraditional workers 
such as artists, micro-entrepreneurs, and 
non-profit sector workers.

Cooperative Federal was founded on 
little more than a dollar and a dream: a 
$30 donation, volunteer tellers, and shared 
space in the Syracuse Real Food Co-op. 
Credit union organizers, including current 
credit union treasurer Ron Ehrenreich and 

teller Mike Musler, started building the 
membership by spreading word about 
how a community credit union could be 
a powerful mechanism for grassroots 
change. Volunteers reached out to local 
residents, collecting petitions of support. 
Once enough signatures were collected, 
the National Credit Union Administration 
(NCUA) chartered the organization in 
1982.  For more than 10 years, Coop-
erative Federal operated from the Food 
Co-op, and was run mostly by volunteers. 
The board met in Ron Ehrenreich and 
Sondra Roth’s dining room, which also 
served as the loan office.

The credit union’s growth policy has 
remained consistent with its mission and 
responded to community needs. In 1994, 
Cooperative Federal relocated from the Food 
Co-op in order to better serve the greater 
Eastside community. In 2002, it opened an 
office in the Southwest Community Center.
The credit union is now working to extend 
service to the North Side by opening a third 
office in that neighborhood.

Today, Cooperative Federal exists 
to create local, democratic control of our 
collective assets. This is accomplished by 
“recycling” community capital – using 
members’ savings to leverage loans to 
other members. Over the years Coopera-
tive Federal has deployed over $60 million 
in Syracuse neighborhoods in the form 
of loans to member households, small 
businesses, and nonprofit organizations.
Cooperative Federal’s multiculturalism also 
separates it from other financial institutions.
From its members to its staff to its Board 
of Directors, the credit union actively 
pursues representation of people from all 

backgrounds and walks of life. 
By providing equal access to financial

resources, Cooperative Federal resists the 
forces of discrimination that systematically 
marginalize people who live outside the 
myth of normalcy. This philosophy is the 
foundation of ethical and viable economic 
development, and equity for us all.

Anyone who lives, works, worships, or 
attends school in the City of Syracuse can 
join Cooperative Federal. For information 
call (315) 471-1116 or log on to www.
cooperativefederal.org. 

The Credit Union’s 10th Anniversary Celebration, 
when it was still housed at the Syracuse Real Food 
Coop. People (right to left): Ron Ehrenreich, Hana 
Ehrenreich, Bill Mazza, Carl Mellor, Frank and Liz 
Mount Pleasant, David Brule, Kevin and Peter 
McCarthy and an unidentified member.

Credit Union’s
25th Anniversary Bash

Friday, October 5 at May Memorial, 
3800 E. Genesee St. Open to members 
and friends, reservations are required 
and may still be available – call Chris-
tina at 471-1116 ext. 250.
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“It is the duty of every 
poet to speak fearlessly 

and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

Victory Soldier
Mark Hubbard

Violence and guns and missiles deploy
Equal Rights and Justice
They would destroy
But will we separate the Men
From the boys?

Victory soldier oi, oi oi,
Soldier the girl, soldier the boy

Soldier for Life
Saves the day
Your history could never
Be changed
Got a date with Destiny
Can’t be late
Just can’t miss  
Won’t fight with fists

Victory Soldier, oi, oi, oi
Soldier the girl, soldier the boy

Soldier for Truth, loves his neighbor
He’s no traitor, no lesser, no greater,
He’s far from a coward, ‘cause he carries no gun
He gets no thrill watching strangers run.

You could never stop that train called
Change.

Mark is a young man who writes poetry and helps out at SPC.

The Spa at 500
500 West Onondaga Street

Syracuse
475-9164

www.TheSpaAt500.com

The Art of Massage
Yoga – Physical Therapy

Chiropractic Care
Belly Dance Classes – Exercise 

Counseling 
Jacuzzi – Sauna

The recipe for building a world of peace and social 
justice is complex and includes many ingredients. One 
of them is money. Please consider sending a donation 

to the Syracuse Peace Council. It will be well used.

SPC, 924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203

$

Massage - Yoga - Counseling - Physical Therapy
Chiropractic Care - Exercise
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Teach-in on 
Impeachment

Saturday, October 13, 7-9 pm 
The Forum Theater in downtown Binghamton

The aim of the Teach-in is to educate the public and legislators on 
the value of impeachment and to discuss why this device, enshrined 
in the US Constitution, is so urgently needed in our present era of 
Congressional weakness and presidential arrogance. The Broome 
County Nuclear Weapons Reduction Campaign, the non-profit 
educational arm of Broome County Peace Action, is sponsoring this 
event. Attendance is free and open to the public. 
Panelists are:
John Nichols – author of The Genius of Impeachment 
and frequent contributor to The Nation magazine, recently 
interviewed on the PBS Bill Moyers Journal 
Elizabeth de la Vega – former federal prosecutor and 
nationally acclaimed author of The United States Versus George 
Bush et. al.
Tim Grippen – executive director of Opportunities for Broome, 
former Broome County Executive, and Viet Nam War Veteran.

For more information: George Haeseler, 
g.haeseler@verizon.net; (607) 729-1044.
SPC will help organize carpooling from Syracuse, contact 
us to request or offer a ride, 472-5478.
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kEVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced by 
SPC. Tape it, share it!

Progressive Coalition Meeting. 
5:30-7pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404 
Oak St. Andy, 472-5478.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm.  Teall Ave. & Rt. 690 
(Eastside). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 
4:45-5:30 pm. Geddes St. and 
W. Genesee St. (Westside). 
472-5478

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drum-
mer Cafe, 6-10pm. 1 Public 
Square,  Watertown. 782-0595.

28

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM

Syracuse United Neighbors  Skunk 
City Neighborhood Association, 
6:30 pm. Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 476-7475.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting 7pm, contact office for 
location, 472-5478.

EVERY WED: Open Figure Drawing. 
7-10pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave.  Lionel 395-3103. 

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,  
3pm Hanover Square. Prep 12:30  
560 Allen St.  218-5481.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s 
Church, 124 Alden St. 5pm.1st & 
3rd Sun. 636-7726.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Oaxaca and the Roots of Migra-
tion, 7 pm, University United Meth-
odist Church, 1085 E. Genesee 
St. (entrance on University Ave.). 
472-5478, see page 4. Free.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm, 
446-5940. Help line 635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  South-
side Coalition, 7pm, Payton Temple. 
476-7475.

SUN Southwest Action Commit-
tee, 7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South 
Ave., 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition , 7pm, Brown Memorial, 
228 Davis St. 476-7475.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11am.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm.  Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown). 472-5478.

PNL Calendar Deadline Novem-
ber 2. To  924 Burnet Ave., Syr., NY 
13203 or pnl@peacecouncil.net

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 20 (Albany St.) 
and Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia). 
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm.  Rt. 11 (in front of 
Northern Lights Shopping Cen-
ter, Mattydale). 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm, St. Vincent's Parish 
Center (enter on Winton St.), 
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com 

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg, 6 pm, Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave., Lionel 395-3103. 

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12-1pm, 
Cortland Post Office, Main St., 
cmaxfield@usadatanet.net

University Neighbors Lecture 
Series, Neva Pilgrim, 3 pm, West-
cott Community Center, 826 Euclid 
Ave. www.westcottcc.org, $10.

MASSIVE ANTI-WAR 
MOBILIZATION SEPT 29TH

Rally and march from downtown 
Syr. to SU.  Rally 1 pm, Everson 
Museum Plaza, 2:30 march to 
Walnut Pk. 472-5478, peacecoun-
cil.net / September 29.

Photos by Women Photogra-
phers, Women's Info Center, 
478-4636. Photos also wanted; 
mail to Cindy at Info, 601 Allen 
St., Syracuse 13210, or email 
Sera at womensinfoprograms@r
iseup.net.

END THE IRAQ WAR ORGANIZ-
ING MEETING, 7pm, 2nd floor 
2013 E. Genessee St. (Ctr. for 
Peace and Social Justice). SPC,  
472-5478.

SPC Volunteer / Activist
Orientation. 7pm, 924 Burnet Ave., 
Aly 472-5478. Get Involved!

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave., Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org

EVERY THURS: Syracuse East-
side Neighborhood Farmer's 
Market, 3-8 pm, Lexington Park, 
EastsideNFM@gmail.com

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America Co-
alition. Monthly potluck meet-
ing. 208 Slocum Ave., 6-8:15 pm. 
Ann Tiffany, 478-4571.

EVERY SAT: Peace Outreach 
at the  Regional Market, 9-10 
am, Main Entrance, Park St.  
Peter, 378-4610.

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. Info:  
peacecouncil.net, 472-5478 or 
spc@peacecouncil.net.

Onondaga Land Rights Hear-
ing. Federal Court, Albany. 
10am. For info on bus from Syr. 
or support gatherings in Syr., 
Albany or Binghamton, contact  
472-5478, noon@peacecouncil.
net, see page 7.

Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave.  Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm. Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10 pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Syracuse Amnesty International 
Mtg. 5:30-7pm. Dewitt Library, Rosy 
George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com.

RESIST's 40th Anniversary Cel-
ebration, Dante Alighieri Center in 
Cambridge, MA. Carol Schachet, 
617-623-5110, carols@resistinc.
org

Impeachment Teach-In, 7-9 pm, Fo-
rum Theatre, Binghamton, George, 
607-729-1044, see page 11. Free. 
472-5478 for travel from Syracuse.

EVERY  WED: Singing For Peace 
and Justice: Adult Choir, 7pm, 
Westcott Community Center, 826 
Euclid Ave.   428-8151. New members 
welcome.

Singing For Peace and Justice:  
Children's Choir: 3:30-4:45 pm,  
United Baptist Church, 718 S. Beech 
St. Teen Choir 7-8 pm. Location TBA. 
428-8151.

Univ. Neighbors Lecture Series,  
Frank Woolever, "Gandhi’s Seven 
Social Sins/ The Roots of Violence," 
7:30 pm Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave. westcottcc.org, $10.

Festival Celebrating Cultural  
Diversity to Support Youth Pro-
gramming, 6-9:30pm, Drumlins 
Country Club. WCC, 478-8634.

Critical Mass Bike Ride: Moving 
Protest, meet 5pm, Hendricks 
Chapel, SU. Bring your non- 
motorized transport. www.criti-
cal-mass.org/

Folkus Concert: Jay Ungar & 
Molly Mason, celebrated folk 
duo delight. 8pm. May Memo-
rial, 3800 E. Genesee St. $18, 
457-2290 or folkus.org

Folkus Concert: Stacey Earle & 
Mark Stuart. Warm, homespun 
songs, 8 pm, May Memorial, 
3800 E. Genesee St., $10. 457-
2290 or folkus.org

Presentation: Onondaga 
Land Rights, 7pm, First Uni-
tarian Universalist Society of 
Albany, 405 Washington Ave., 
Albany. Andy, 472-5478.

National Mobilization to End 
the War in Iraq, SPC is sending 
a bus to the demonstration in 
NYC, Bus seats are available for 
$45-70, Andy, 472-5478.

Lecture: "The Origins of Islamic 
Rage  Against the West," 4 pm, 
Graham Scholarly Commons,1st 
floor, Bird Library, SU.

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union's 25th Anniversa-
ry, 6-10pm, May Memorial, 3800 
E. Genesee St., $7.50 adults,  $5 
teens. RSVP  Christina 471-1116 
ext 250, see page 9.

Justice: Symposium 07', 
Screening Free Speech Film 
Festival, Oct 19-21, Joyce Her-
genhan Auditorium Newhouse III, 
SU. http://symposium.syr.edu

Justice: Symposium 07', 5th An-
nual Human Rights Film Fest,Oct. 
4-6, Shemin Aud., Shaffer Art Build-
ing, SU. http://symposium.syr.edu

Justice: Symposium 07', Laura 
Kurgan & Eric Cadora, Specialists 
in Justice Mapping, 4:30 pm, The 
Warehouse Aud., 350 W. Fayette St.  
http://symposium.syr.edu.

Justice: Symposium 07', Claudia 
Orange, Maori Cultural Specialist,  
7:30 pm, Shemin Aud., Shaffer Art 
Building, SU. symposium.syr.edu.

Human Rights Commission Lun-
cheon, 11:30 am, Drumlins, 800 
Nottingham Rd. 435-3567, $15.

Clarence Darrow: The Search for 
Justice comes to Syracuse, NY. 
Dramatic portrayal. 3:30pm, May 
Memorial, 3800 East  Genesee St. 
$20 General, $12 students/low in-
come. $35 pre-show reception and 
show, 2:30-3:15pm. Reservations 
required. Karen, 446-8920.

Candle Light Vigil, Onondaga 
Land Rights Support. 7 pm, Clin-
ton Square, downtown Syracuse. 
472-5478, www.peacecouncil.
net/noon

No War No Warming actions, 
Washington DC. See page 5. 

The combined November/De-
cember PNL will be mailed out 
on November 15: Mailing party 
4pm. Come help and enjoy some 
pizza. 472-5478.

November 16-18: Annual Vigil and 
Nonviolent Direct Action to Close 
the SOA/WHINSEC at Fort Benning, 
GA. For local info, 478-4571.

Sierra Club Butternut Creek Walk 
and Presentation, Jamesville. 
492-4745.

Journey to the Tent of Abraham: 
The First Step. 1:30-5:30pm. Visit 
to various faith communities. Starts 
1:30pm at University Methodist 
Church, 1085 E. Genesee St., 
Syracuse. Women Transcending 
Boundaries, www.wtb.org

Concert: Ellis Paul with Ire-
land's own Flynn. 8pm. Homer 
Ctr for Arts. $20. See page 8.

Musical Revue: The Four Bitchin' 
Babes. 8pm. Homer Ctr for Arts. 
$25. See page 8.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil

Community Calendar 
October 2007




