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Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is 
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are community-
based, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our 
supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recogniz-
ing their economic and militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make 
these connections clear.  We initiate and support activities 
that help build this sense of community and help tear down 
the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and 
justice is an economic system that places human need above 
monetary profit.  We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat 
of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means 
of conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.
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compiled by Andy Mager

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION

Welcome to Plowshares
We hope to see you at the 37th annual 
Plowshares Craftsfair and Winter Peace 
Festival. We will be at Nottingham High 
School on Saturday, December 1 from 
10 to 5, and Sunday December 2 from 
11 to 5. 

This annual event celebrates the op-
portunity for craftsperson and buyer to 
personally connect in a marketplace free 
from corporate control and profit. Add
to this good food (much locally grown), 
diverse entertainment and the chance to 
see old friends and make some new ones. 
And...add to that, information about a 
variety of peace and justice community 
groups, a silent auction and a raffle with
lots of prizes...and you have a wonderful 
way to jump into the holiday season.

 For many years Plowshares has been 
one of the highlights of the season, a time of 
good fellowship and commerce grassroots 
style, a welcome change from the frantic 
consumerism and artificial good cheer as-
sociated with shopping at the mall or from 
commercial catalogs. For full details about 

craftspeople and entertainment see: www.
peacecouncil.net/plowshares. 

 Bring a friend or someone who has 
never been. We look forward to seeing 
you there.

9-29: An Antiwar 
Movement of Movements

September 29 was an historic 
moment for the Upstate NY an-
tiwar movement - 2500 people 
marched and rallied in Syracuse 
for an immediate, unconditional 
US withdrawal from Iraq (see page 
12 for photos). With the prominent 
participation of active duty soldiers 
from Fort Drum, veterans, military 
families, union members, students 
and peace activists from diverse 
backgrounds – a broad movement 
of movements marched out into 
the streets together – and into the 
living rooms of much of CNY 
via the front page of the Sunday 
newspaper and coverage on all local 
TV stations. September 29 was a 
victory, and we at SPC took a little 
time in October to celebrate.

Energized and inspired, we’ve 
come out of 9-29 with several 

next steps to continue building the move-
ment:

–an Upstate NY conference call in 
mid-November will allow activists to 
debate proposals, including a potential 
regional conference and training in January 
and proposals for regional political and/or 
corporate targets for direct action.

–a strategy meeting with Fort Drum 
Iraq Vets Against the War to see how we 
can best continue to support active military 
resistance – we will interrupt our regularly 
scheduled Wednesday meetings once or 
twice a month with trainings and skill 
shares open to anyone in the community 
interested in building the antiwar move-
ment. Look for details soon.

–we’re taking it on the road – participat-

ing in strategy meetings, offering trainings 
and presentations. Jessica of SPC and Mike 
Blake of IVAW spoke to over 50 students 
at Fayetteville-Manlius High School in 
October at the first meeting of the newly
formed Students Against Violence. Members 
of our Iraq committee will meet with the 
Mohawk Valley Peace Coalition and Lewis 
County peace activists in November, as well 
as making a presentation to the Solvay-
Camillus-Geddes Kiwanis Club.

Contact Carol or Jessica.

SPC’s Fall Fund Appeal Out
If you are on the mailing list, you will 
have recently received SPC’s Fall Fund 
Appeal. Please contribute as generously 
as you can – as of November 1, SPC has 
had a net loss of about $4000 this year.  
If you didn’t receive the mailing, please 
consider contributing anyway (you can see 
the materials and donate online at www.
peacecouncil.net/donate). 

We have been so busy organizing to 

SPC HOLIDAY WISH LIST

•  people to help us move and/or 
renovate our new offices!

•  LCD flat screen computer monitors
•  Peace Newsletter distribution 

coordinator (6 hours/month) 
•  used computers (Pentium 4+)
•  $$$
•  shelving or display racks for our 

new office
•  someone to write grant proposals 

(at least 8 hours/month)
•  computer work stations
•  desk chairs
•  Peace Newsletter mailing party-

coordinator (6 hours/month)
•  a paper folder (ideally able to fold 

up to 11” x 17” paper)
•  people available to help run errands 

during the day
•  a manual paper cutter in good 

condition
•  people to serve on our Bowl-a-thon 

Committee
Contact the office at 472-5478.

Felice Osband’s beautiful blown glass crafts have been 
a Plowshares staple for many years. There will be over 
120 craftspeople this year along with great food, lively 
entertainment and perhaps the warmest winter gathering 
in Central New York. Don’t miss this chance to expose new 
people to the peace and social justice community. Photo: 
Paul Pearce.
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Weekly Peace Outreach
Get some fresh air during your 

lunch hour and help end the war

 NOW Thursdays
12 noon-12:45 pm

FRI. Nov. 23 Hiawatha Blvd. 
entrance to Carousel Center Mall
November 29 James Street and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside)
December 6 S. Salina St. and E. 
Colvin St. (Southside)
December 13 Rt. 695 exit ramp to 
W. Genesee St. (Fairmount)
December 20 S. Salina St. near 
Christmas tree in Clinton Square
December 27 E. Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd. (Dewitt)

SPC in Action / continued from page 3

end the occupation of Iraq and to support 
the Onondaga Nation’s land rights action, 
along with preparing for our upcoming 
move, that we have been unable to do 
much fund raising.

For details about SPC’s finances or to
receive a copy of the financial statement
(included in the mailing) contact Carol.

Sharing the Work
SPC operates as a staff collective, sharing 
the many tasks, decisions, challenges and 
rewards that come with organizing for peace 
and social justice. As part of our commit-
ment to skill sharing and maintaining an 
equitable work environment, we rotate 
many roles at SPC. 

For the past half year, Carol Baum has 
coordinated the Peace Newsletter editorial 

committee, Jessica Maxwell has 
organized the mailing party, and 
Andy Mager has compiled “SPC 
in Action” and designed the 
layout. This issue Carol rotates 
off the editorial committee and 
Jessica assumes the coordina-
tor role. 

SPC and the PNL commit-
tee appreciate the many, many 
hours of work that Carol has 
dedicated to ensuring a quality 
publication each month. The PNL 
is also sad to lose Julie Norman 
from the editorial committee as 
she prepares to move. Julie’s 
editing and writing skills, along 
with her reliability, willingness 
to learn and gentle humor made 
her an important part of the 
committee. 

If you are interested in 
joining the committee, please 
contact Jessica.

Military Alternatives 
Education Project 

       Welcomes New VISTA
Beverly Springer has recently been accepted 
as the Americorps VISTA volunteer work-
ing with SPC. Among the projects she will 
focus on is the MAEP coalition, including 
assisting with a spring career fair.

Originally from Panama, Beverly brings 
a unique background, strong people skills 
and enthusiasm for the work. Her official
start date is November 19. Please introduce 
yourself to her at an upcoming event.

Serve on SPC’s Steering 
Committee

SPC is recruiting new members to serve 
on our steering committee, the body that 
coordinates overall organizational direction 
and program work. It’s an active commit-
tee of 12-15 people that generally meets 
monthly. Meetings are run by consensus 

process. Members are asked to participate 
in at least one other SPC committee or 
project. If you have been active in SPC and 
are looking for a new way to participate, 
consider joining us. Terms are 1-3 years. 
Contact Jessica.

Learning in Community
After a brief hiatus, the SPC Study group 
is back with a newfound sense of purpose 
and energy.  The group continues with 
the current format of open dialogue and 
respectful discussion, while striving to 
be as flexible as possible. In the next few
weeks, the Study Group will be reading 
two books simultaneously.  

One is Naomi Klein’s powerful new 
work of nonfiction entitled “The Shock
Doctrine” in which she makes the case that 
the free market system has only been able 
to thrive by taking advantage of world-
changing crises and wars that soften up 
populations for exploitation.  The other is a 
spiritual and philosophical classic “Mark-
ings.”  In this little diary, Dag Hammarskjold 
(former UN Secretary General who died in 
1961) reflects on his struggle to maintain
a spiritual life as a career diplomat.  Feel 
free to join us anytime, whether you want 
to read, or just have an open discussion 
about issues of peace and justice. We meet 
the 2nd and 4th Monday of the each month 
at 821 Euclid Ave. Contact Aly.

Mike (with Rae Kramer on his left) participating in a civil 
disobedience action to end the Iraq War at the Federal 
Building in Syracuse on May 15, 2007. Photo: Kristin Mosher

continued on page 14

Activist Appreciation—
Mike Pasquale

Mike Pasquale has been an integral part of 
SPC’s Local Cost of the War Committee 
and Affinity Group. He is an extremely
capable organizer, having worked for 
many years on the campaign to close the 
School of the Americas/ WHINSEC (see 
page 11). 

Mike was a lead organizer of the Sep-
tember 29 march and rallies in Syracuse 
(see page 12). He coordinated the rallies 
and the evening program, which was a huge 
challenge and time commitment. Among 
other things, Mike facilitated the decision-
making about speakers and performers; 
contacted them, making sure everyone 
knew their roles; prepared the bios for the 
written program and the website; negoti-
ated last minute requests; and did general 
troubleshooting. Mike was the definition of
grace under pressure. Thank you, Mike!
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Kimberley has traveled to Ghana three times, 
and she was a chaperone for the Syracuse 
Africa Bound Program during her first two
visits. She is currently pursuing an advanced 
degree in Arts Administration in Boston.

Ghana: Inspirational Global Action amid 
Devastating Global Free Trade
Kimberley McCoy

While sitting in a small restaurant in the 
northern city of Bolgatanga, Ghana, waiting 
for a tomato and egg breakfast, two young 
girls sat at a nearby table sorting through a 
pile of locally grown brown rice. The girls, 
most likely the owner’s daughters, passed 
each grain of rice through their hands, 
removed small stones and placed them on 
a small plate on the end of the table. The 
rice would later be made into rice balls to 
be served in large bowls of spicy tomato 
soup, a typical Ghanaian meal.

While in Ghana this past summer, I 
had the opportunity to intern at the Accra 
offices of the Ghana Trade and Livelihood
Coalition (GTLC). GTLC is a coalition of 
farmer-based organizations, local food crop 
producers, civil society organizations and 
nongovernmental organizations. GTLC acts 
as a unified voice for farmers’rights and is
an advocate for trade policy reform. GLTC 
listens to farmers’ concerns, researches 
market trends and studies trade law and 
agreements to understand the root cause 
of development problems. GLTC then 
works to educate Ghanaians about farm-
ers’ struggles, encourages people to choose 
local products and advises politicians on 
current trade policy issues. The methods for 
action are familiar and universal: educate, 
agitate and organize. The coalition’s cur-
rent campaigns focus on the rice, tomato 
and poultry industries, three staples in the 
Ghanaian diet.

Global Economy, Local Disaster
At that restaurant in Bolgatanga, that may 
have been the only time in my nine-week 
stay in Ghana that I actually saw local 
brown rice on the menu. But in the north, 
the more rural section of Ghana with an 
economy dominated by agriculture, this 
is a more likely occurrence. It is possible 
that the girls searching for pebbles know 
the farmer that grew this rice; maybe he 
is their uncle. The south, near the coast, is 

home to Ghana’s capital and largest city, 
Accra, home to more business and industry 
than agriculture. The farmers of the south 
are often cocoa farmers, Ghana’s cash crop 
grown for export. In the south, where I had 
my internship, local brown rice seems to be 
an unlikely choice for most people. While 
walking through the markets of Accra, I 
passed sack after sack of imported white 
rice from countries like Viet Nam, China, 
Thailand, and perhaps most common, the 
US. The use of imported rice is widespread. 
One popular dish, wacke, a mixture of black 
eyed peas and rice, is traditionally made 
with brown rice, yet nowadays cooks add 
a coloring ingredient to give the white rice 
the look of brown.

When local brown rice is available it 
is always twice the price of its imported 
competitors. Local farmers can’t compete 
with the cheap prices of imports, and they 
can’t compete with the American brand 
names. US companies, with the help of 
government subsidies and Western-favored 
trade policy, are able to dump enough cheap 
rice on Ghana to destroy the local market. 
One US company, Texas Star, even airs TV 
advertisements making claims about its 
high quality, purity and nutritious value. 
Another US brand prints the words “The 
Right Choice” directly on the bag.

Local brown rice, on the other hand, has 
gained a reputation as an inferior product 

due to the fact that many farmers cannot 
afford high-tech milling machines. The 
rice often ends up broken or with stones 
in it. Yet, unknown to many, brown rice 
is far more nutritious than its white rice 
competitors. Removing the germ and the 
inner husk, or the bran – the process used 
to make white rice – also removes much 
of the rice’s nutritional value, leaving 
only a simple carbohydrate. In a country 
where many struggle to get enough food 
to eat, eating a food stripped of most of its 
vitamins only worsens the situation. 

Much like the rice industry, tomato and 
poultry farmers findthemselves inincreasing
poverty due to cheap imports from Europe 
and the US. Tomato farmers often see their 
harvests literally rot away as there are not 
enough buyers. The government-owned 
Pwalugu Tomato Factory closed its doors 
in 1990 leaving no way to add value to their 
crops through the canning process. Earlier 
this year, the factory reopened under the 
new name Northern Star Tomato Factory 
with the help of private investors. But the 
factory may have to once again close its 
doors because it is finding it difficult to
compete with the cheap European tinned 
tomato paste that now floods the market.
Poultry farmers find themselves in a similar
situation. Billboards making claims about 

Activists gather for an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) protest in Accra, Ghana on June 29, 
2007. Photo: Kimberley McCoy
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Colleen is a singer/songwriter and an assistant 
professor of Spanish at SUNY Cortland. 

Minga in Action: Learning from the Sister 
City in Colombia
Colleen Kattau

As part of an ongoing exchange between 
communities, members of the Central New 
York-Cajibio Sister City Partnership trav-
eled to Cajibio, Colombia in August 2007. 
Colleen went on this delegation to study 
how the arts and culture are integrated 
into community action in Cajibio. Laura 
MacDonald (see facing page) was also on 
this delegation.

 
On our way to visit a remote vereda (small 
village) along one of the rutted back roads 
of Cajibio, Colombia, the rear wheel sus-
pension of one of the two jeeps we were 
traveling in broke. Both jeeps 
stopped. Everyone got out. 
Tools and hands appeared out 
of nowhere, and in no time the 
jeep was temporarily fixedwith
a log, rope and lots of muscle, 
and we arrived safely at our 
destination. What our sister city 
delegation experienced in this 
little exercise of ingenuity and 
skill is a perfect example of what 
the campesinos of Cajibio call 
la minga, an ancient indigenous 
concept central to contemporary 
campesino cultural practice. 
Minga means communal work 
equally shared, and is the basis 
upon which the Plan of Life of 
the Movimiento Campesino 
de Cajibio (MCC) is realized. The minga 
takes many forms and permeates campesino 
daily life. In the few short days we had in 
Cajibio our delegation witnessed the minga 
in action as we saw youth groups, women’s 
groups, and artists realizing their Plan of 
Life through homegrown cultural events 
and educational workshops. 

As we reached our destination that day 
to participate in a young people’s environ-
mental forum, we heard music breaking the 
profound silence of the countryside. The 
music was coming from a youth-run radio 
station that transmits programming to the 
surrounding rural community several hours a 
day. Youth-led radio is an important project 

of the MCC, providing young people the 
tools to create their own shows which then 
educate the larger community. The entire 
forum was broadcast live and conducted as 
a radio show with interviews, panel discus-
sions and musical performances. 

At the forum, young people examined 
local problems of deforestation, massive 
corporate planting of non-native species, 
the problematic reliance on synthetic chemi-
cals for farming, contamination of local 
water supplies, scarcity of water resources 
and climatic changes, and linked them to 
larger socioeconomic issues. Surrounded 
by the little children of the MCC, Arlen, 
a young community leader and musician, 

women from surrounding neighborhoods 
came to compare notes on their experiences 
with subsistence gardening and to receive 
training in basic botany. For lunch we ate 
sancocho (chicken stew) freshly made in 
the outdoor olla común, a gigantic steaming 
metal bowl of stew over an open fire that
women tend with a huge wooden spoon. 
All the ingredients from the meal came 
from organic local gardens. After lunch, we 
toured several rich soil plots full of broccoli, 
cabbage, mint, yucca, potatoes, pineapple 
and other fruits, and vegetables and herbs 
native to the region. The women’s sum-
mit at El Tigre is another example of how 
the MCC helps to provide seeds, planting 

advice, and advanced training 
to assist campesinos in their 
struggle to stay on the land in 
self-sustaining and environmen-
tally sustainable ways.

Our last evening was spent 
with Jafeth Gómez Ledesma 
(Jafeth created the 2006 Cultural 
Workers Calendar cover). Jafeth 
describes himself as a “cultural 
ecological worker engaged in 
cultural resistance” who has 
returned to the countryside. 
He is part of an ecologically 
based community of artists, 
poets, writers and musicians. 
We saw the minga in action 
here once again at the Semillas 
de Maiz (Corn Seeds) cultural 

center, which was built collectively by this 
artist community with local materials and 
replicates traditional indigenous structures. 
That night we celebrated the inauguration 
of Jafeth’s new mural that will provide the 
backdrop for the bamboo outdoor stage. 
The inspiring mural, called simply “The 
Planting,” sums up the values and dreams 
of the MCC that we witnessed on our brief 
visit there – that together we can realize 
peace and beauty, and that the land and our 
collective work will provide.

Young people prepare for the youth summit on water issues. 
Photo: Colleen Kattau

The Sister Community project wel-
comes new members at any level of 
involvement. For more information or 
to join the group listserv contact Jessica 
Maxwell at jessica@peacecouncil.net 
or 472-5478.

got us singing the catchy chorus of a song 
he wrote that summed up the simple goal 
of the summit: “May all children drink 
happily, my country’s clean water.” 

It was clear from this meeting that 
young people in Cajibio are well-aware of 
their responsibility not only to deal with 
environmental problems, but also to cre-
ate consciousness among all community 
members. At the gathering we also met 
three of the fifteen students who have
received university scholarships from the 
MCC to study areas such as agronomy, 
medicine and environmental science. 
These students have agreed to return to 
their communities after their studies to 
provide free services in exchange for this 
educational opportunity.

The minga was also present the next 
day at a women’s gathering in the vereda 
of El Tigre, where between 40 and 50 
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Laura has been involved in the CNY-Cajibio 
Sister Partnership from its inception. She is 
currently studying nursing at Binghamton 
University. 

CNY Activists Join Cajibio’s Struggle to 
Protect Their Land
Laura MacDonald

If you didn’t know any better, bouncing down 
a rutted Cajibio road in an oft-repaired jeep, 
you might think you saw a lush Colombian 
forest in the distance. The hills are green with 
trees, a stark contrast to the clear-cut ranch 
and croplands that also form the patchwork 
of land in our sister community. The sad 
truth is that the green hill in the distance 
is only a crude illusion of a forest. Rather 
than being part of a dynamic ecosystem, 
the trees are exotic species which suck the 
water table dry and damage the soil. These 
tree plantations are among the many hold-
ings of multinational paper giant Smurfit
Kappa Group in Colombia, and here they 
are not called forests at all, but el desierto 
verde, the green desert. 

Smurfit has been disregarding an
agreement to stop acquiring land in the 
Cajibio community, and land available 
for the local campesinos to purchase has 
become increasingly expensive and scarce. 
The Movimiento Campesino de Cajibio 
(MCC), our partner organization in Cajibio, 
has made organizing around this issue one 
of its top priorities. 

Last March, on the night of an MCC 
forum on Smurfit, a group of people en-
tered a company plantation and destroyed 
thousands of trees.  It is unclear who was 
responsible, but the MCC is absolutely 
opposed to property damage on Smurfit’s
land. Shortly after the incursion, a leader 
of the community and a good friend of 
ours began to receive death threats and 
was forced to flee. Eventually he returned,
believing that the situation had calmed. 

Smurfit’s impacton thecommunitywas
apparent throughout our visit. One night, 
as we passed through an area dominated by 
mature pine plantations, one of the com-
munity leaders told us of the threats, the 
incursions. “Things are more peaceful now,” 
she said, “but we know it is only temporary. 
They keep buying land and the pressure is 
mounting. I think things are going to get 
very intense, maybe very soon.” 

That same night, 
there was another in-
cursion onto Smurfit-
owned land which 
destroyed an addi-
tional 4,800 trees. 
According to sources 
within the corporation, 
high-level Smurfit
officials had decided
that it was time to 
deal with the unrest 
in the region. Even 
worse, there were 
rumors of Smurfit
plantation guards be-
ing fired and replaced
by paramilitaries and 
of our friend’s name 
being mentioned in 
the context of the 
incursions.

Our delegation decided that one thing 
we could offer to MCC, aside from our 
solidarity and support, was to invite the 
MCC along on a previously-scheduled 
meeting with Smurfit representatives in
Bogota. MCC representatives would join 
us, along with Witness for Peace, the 
Colombian law collective MINGA, and 
other groups.

In the meeting, our friend stated very 
clearly that the MCC was not responsible 
for the incursions. He was assured, not 
altogether reassuringly, that “there is no 
document which accuses [him]” and that 
he was not on the list of people whom the 
company suspect are responsible. 

The discussion moved to the broader 
relationship between Smurfit and Cajibio.
Smurfit’s representatives claimed that,
despite all evidence to the contrary, the 
plantations really weren’t causing environ-
mental damage, and that the MCC should 
essentially stop being campesinos and accept 
the wage-economy. The vice-president of 
the MCC, the only campesino present at the 
meeting, spoke powerfully of the history 
of the struggle for land in Cajibio. Land is 
the most important thing for campesinos, 
and to suggest they give it up is like sug-
gesting they cease to exist. 

A gulf much larger than the table lay 
between us. On the one side, a way of 

looking at the world as resources to be 
exploited and people as either hindrances 
or potential workers. On the other, people 
who have known struggle all their lives, 
who see land and community as the keys 
to a better world. 

In spite of the fact that the participants 
had such divergent perspectives, the meet-
ing served several important purposes. First 
and foremost, the meeting demonstrated to 
Smurfit that the Movimiento, and our friend
in particular, is not alone. We hope that this 
will provide some measure of safety to our 
sister community members as they continue 
to struggle peacefully against the ever-
spreading green deserts of Smurfit Kappa.
Second, the meeting provided an opportunity 
for members of the community to access 
high-level Smurfit officials who normally
would have refused to meet with them, but 
who had agreed to meet with us. 

This is one example of the increasing 
solidarity that is developing between our 
communities. I continue to be grateful for 
all that our sister community has given us, 
and am glad to have had at least a small 
chance to give something back. What we 
told Smurfit at the meeting is true: We will
not be going away. We will be watching, 
and we will do whatever we can to stand 
in solidarity with our brothers and sisters 
in Cajibio.  

While multinationals like Smurfit are seeding monoculture plantations, 
the women of Cajibio’s small farmers’ movement gather regularly to share 
intensive, organic farming methods, troubleshoot problems, and support 
one another. Photo: Laura MacDonald
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Robin is a member of the Potawatomi tribe, and the Director for the 
Center for Native Peoples and the Environment at SUNY ESF.

A Poem for the Onondagas

The many gifts from our neighbors
Who shared with us
The roots of democracy
The rights of women and men
The three sisters who feed us
Medicines that heal us
The culture of Thanksgiving
The four white roots of peace
Self determination
Seven generations
Tonight we honor our first neighbors
Who stand among us now as teachers
Even after everything.

Even after everything
Our neighbors are still here
Still here and reaching for justice
Not just for themselves
But in Audrey Shenandoah’s words
Justice for the people
Justice for the land
Justice for all of creation.

As our neighbors stand for justice
Let it be known that they do not stand alone
But are joined by friends
Who share these good green hills
Who breathe this air
Who grieve for the Lake
Who share their hopes 
Who honor justice
And who believe that promises should be kept
To the land
And to each other. 
Even after everything.

Editor’s Note: Robin read this moving poem during a candlelight vigil 
held on October 10, a day before a court hearing determining the fate 
of the Onondaga Land Rights lawsuit.  She wrote this piece as a way of 
reminding the judge presiding of the immense grace and patience that the 
Onondaga have shown over these many years, and as a way to encourage 
Central New Yorkers to support their Onondaga neighbors.

Robin Kimmerer

Even after everything
You know, the history they won’t tell you
The blankets
The scorched earth
The soldiers 
The treaties
All broken.
Even after everything 
Our neighbors are still here
Still here and speaking for peace

Even after everything
The missions
The agents
The preachers
The boarding schools
That reach for the soul.
Even after everything
Our neighbors are still here
Still here and overflowing with spirit

Even after everything
The many gifts of Mother Earth still bless us
The sun, the moon
The stars, the water
The trees, the birds
The fish, the deer
Even after everything
Our neighbors are still here
Still here and living in gratitude

Even after everything
The wastebeds
The mercury
The DDT and PCBs
The salmon, gone
The chestnut, gone
The passenger pigeon
The lake 
The creek. 
Witness to the wounds
Hands tied by law
Our neighbors are still here
Still here and healing the land

Let us not speak of all that was taken
But rather of all that is given

Onondaga faithkeeper Wendy Gonyea (center) also read a 
poem at the October 10 candlelight vigil. Robin is on the right. 
Photo: Jared Levy
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Carole was a founding member of NOON, 
has been an SPC member for several decades 
and is a long time friend and supporter of 
the Onondaga Nation.  

Tentative Hope Permeates Onondaga 
Land Rights Hearing
Carole Resnick

March 11, 2005 was the historic day when 
the Onondaga Nation filed a Land Rights
Action against New York State, Onondaga 
County, the city of Syracuse and several 
major corporate polluters. (For informa-
tion about the land rights action, see www.
peacecouncil.net/noon.)  October 11, 2007 
marked the next historic milestone in the 
process, when the Onondagas were heard 
for the first time in court.

At shortly after 6 am that morning two 
busloads of people left the Onondaga Nation 
to travel to US District Court in Albany to 
witness this event.  Just outside of Utica, we 
were greeted by a Thruway-side banner held 
by a couple of Utica-area supporters. The 
group was a beautiful mixture of Onondaga 
people and supporters from the Syracuse 
Peace Council/Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation (NOON) and others in the Central 
NY community.  More came by car.  

We arrived to find Albany-area sup-
porters standing outside of the courthouse 
with signs of support.  When we all finally
had entered the courtroom (which we 
were told held 300), every seat was full 
and many were standing.  The depth of 
meaning in the moment was palpable.  It 
was the power of people coming together 
with deep intention, a power which does 
not translate easily into words.  

The Legal 
Situation
We listened as 
attorneys for 
New York State 
argued that the 
case be dis-
missed because 
too much time 
had passed be-
tween the taking 
of Onondaga 
land in viola-
tion of treaties 
and the filing
of this court 
action.  On-
ondaga Nation 
attorney Tim 
Coulter noted 
that, “The On-
ondaga Nation was excluded from federal 
and state courts for 185 years.  The question 
is whether it will ever be able to bring its 
land rights case to the courts....The law 
wasn’t changed to permit bringing an ac-
tion like this until, at the earliest, 1974.  
But the Supreme Court didn’t decide these 
actions were viable until 1985.”  

As the arguments were presented we 
learned that for the “excessive” passage 
of time to be an issue, the outcome of the 
case would have to be disruptive or “pos-
sessory.”  In other words, if the resolution 
of the case does not disrupt or harm the 
affected communities, the passage of time 
is not a legally relevant issue.  

In response to Judge Lawrence Kahn’s 
repeated inquiries about what the Onon-
daga hoped to gain if the court granted a 
“declaratory judgment” giving them title 
to the land, attorney Tim Coulter indicated 
that the judgment they are seeking should 
be written creatively, in the spirit of their 
desire to receive acknowledgement of the 
wrong that was done and the healing that 
is needed, without eviction of any current 
landholders. When the NYS attorneys tried 
to discount this response as an evasion 
of a hidden agenda, the judge interjected 
with his observation that the Onondaga 
are “trying to find justice.”  The impact
of these words resounded through the 
courtroom, although the respectful silence 

was never broken.
The arguments presented in court ad-

dressed only the state’s motion for dismissal, 
and it is not known when the judge will 
release his findings.  The hour in court was
a very brief moment after the decades of 
preparation that brought us all there, and 
anti-climatic in that sense.  As we filed out
of the courtroom and milled around talking 
in the hallway there was a feeling in the 
group that said “Is that all?”  

Sharing Time and Food
It was indeed all for this first appearance
in court, but it wasn’t nearly all for the 
time shared by the Onondaga and their 
supporters.  The hospitality which began 
with breakfast at the Onondaga Nation 
Arena (Tsha’Hoñ’noñyeñ’dakhwa’, or 
“Where they play games”), followed by 
bus transportation at no cost, complete with 
snacks and sandwiches to make sure that 
no one was hungry before the late lunch 
we shared together, continued.  

We drove from Albany to lunch at 
Kanatsiohareke (pronounced Ga nah jo 
ha le ge), a Mohawk community since 
1993, founded by Tom Porter.  There 
we sat together in a large dining room, 
filled with food and people.  Lunch was
generously offered to us as guests of the 

Supporters from NOON and elsewhere demonstrate their support for Onondaga 
Land Rights outside Federal Court in Albany on October 11, 2007. Several dozen 
people had to stand in the courtroom after the estimated 300 seats were filled. 
Photo: Katie Nadeau

continued on next page

Onondagas and supporters board the bus to 
Albany in the darkness outside the Onondaga 
Nation arena. Photo: Andy Mager
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      The Spa
    at 500
500 West Onondaga Street

Syracuse
475-9164

www.TheSpaAt500.com

The Art of Massage
Yoga – Physical Therapy

Chiropractic Care
Belly Dance Classes – Exercise 

Counseling 
Jacuzzi – Sauna

Massage - Yoga - Counseling - Physical Therapy
Chiropractic Care - Exercise

Holiday

Gift C
ertifi

cates

Onondaga Nation, and was warming both to the belly and to the 
heart.  As the meal neared its close the attorneys representing 
the Nation stood up to speak about what had transpired and to 
answer questions.  Tim Coulter, Curtis Berkey and Joe Heath 
used lawyerly caution in avoiding any undue optimism or as-
sumptions about what the outcome might be.  But it was clear 
that they were feeling really good.  This was a day very long 
awaited, and it had gone well.  

Many of us have been on the bus before – to Albany, New 
York City, Washington, DC.  We have marched in the street and 
sat in the courtroom.  But rarely have we received the direct 
feedback that we heard over dessert that afternoon.  The fact 
that we had filled the courtroom with a diverse group of people
in support of the Onondaga Nation was critical in supporting the 
message that this case is not “disruptive or possessory.”  

Our presence and the long standing activities of NOON 
established and verified the statement made by the Onondaga
in the introduction to the legal action filed on 3/11/05 that “The 
Onondaga Nation hopes to bring about a healing between the 
Onondaga people and others who live in this area that has been 
the homeland of the Onondaga people since the dawn of time.  
The Onondagas have a unique spiritual, cultural and historic 
relationship with this land which bears no resemblance to legal 
concepts of ownership, possession or other legal rights.  The 
Nation intends that this suit may be a step toward reconcilia-
tion, lasting justice, peace and respect among all who inhabit 
this region.”

Onondaga Land Rights / continued from previous page

NOON’s ongoing educational and advocacy work continues. 
Please consider joining the effort – contact Andy at 472-5478, 
noon@peacecouncil.net.

Andrew Phillips and Lindsay Speer of NOON listen to the lawyers for 
the Onondaga Nation report on the court proceedings over lunch at the 
Mohawk community Kanatsiohareke. Photo: Katie Nadeau
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Join the Movement That’s Making a Difference: 
Close the SOA
On November 15-18th people from throughout the US, Canada 
and Latin America will converge outside the entrance to Ft. Ben-
ning, Georgia. Benning is the home of the US Army’s School of 
the Americas (officially now known as the Western Hemisphere
Institute for Security Cooperation or WHINSEC).

Since the 1940s the SOA has been this hemisphere’s pre-
mier military school for anti-insurgency (i.e. terrorism) training. 
Each November since 1990 increasing numbers assemble at the 
gates of Benning to demand that the SOA be closed. Last year 
roughly 20,000 peaceful protesters came for an intense, somber 
and spirited weekend of solidarity. The colorful event is carnival, 
commemoration and consciousness-raising all in one.

Central New Yorkers have been making the annual trek to 
Benning since the mid-nineties. Some years some of us have 
been arrested and imprisoned for nonviolently “crossing the line” 
into the base. We call it “prison witness.” For those positioned 
to do so, it’s a powerful, life-transforming tactic. Such witness 
nurtures the movement.

On October 10th President Evo Morales announced that Bolivia 
would send no more soldiers to the SOA. Bolivia joins Costa 
Rica, Venezuela, Argentina and Uruguay in officially boycotting
the SOA. (Cuba, of course, never sent soldiers there.) 

War-torn Colombia continues to be the main source of SOA 

students. This past August for-
mer WHINSEC instructor, 
Colonel Alvaro Quijano, 
was arrested for links to 
a Cali drug cartel.  In 
2003-2004 Quijano and 
another accused officer,
Major Wilmer Mora 
Daza, taught “peace-
keeping operations” and 
“democratic sustainment” 
[sic] at the SOA. Thanks to 
this scandal, another SOA/
WHINSEC grad, General 
Hernando Pérez Molina, has 
also been relieved of his post.

To learn more about the SOA and this year’s November 
convergence, check out  www.soaw.org or phone the SOA Watch 
national office in DC at (202) 234-3440. To connect with local
activists working on the issue, come to Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition/CLAC monthly potluck meetings at Slocum House 
(call Mike Pasquale, 446-2720 home, for details).

 – Ed Kinane

www.SOAW.org ���������������  �����  Page/Página 7

Going to Jail for Justice

At an annual retreat of Latin
America solidarity activists in
North Carolina in 2002,
Colombian union organizer
William Mendoza called out
for solidarity with the
Colombian peoples’ struggle
for justice, for life, and against
the state and paramilitary
power structure that was so
strongly supported by the U.S.
and the School of the
Americas. I decided two
things that weekend: (1) that
I didn’t have to have the
grand plan for global peace
and justice all understood by
myself, and (2) that change
definitely won’t come if we
don’t believe it will. Do we
believe it will? Anything can
happen. That fall, I crossed
the line at the SOA.

What I love most about my
subsequent prison experience
is that it had the exact

opposite effect I suppose
Judge Mallon Faircloth had
intended when he handed
down the six-month sentence.
Before, I knew little of  U.S.
state-sponsored terror within
the country. I had, of  course,
spent a few years already
learning about the SOA, but
I was still naïve enough to
believe that the US
government was good for its
own people.

I learned – or started learning
– about the effects of racism
within the U.S., and another
face of  the struggle for
justice began to take shape
for me. The same
government that sponsors
death squads around the
world uses similar means to
dismantle communities in our
own country. The women I
served prison time with were
poor women, they were

women of color, and they
were kind women, mothers
and sisters and aunts, in
prison, by and large, because
of  drug conspiracy laws.
These laws target poor
communities and
communities of color,
locking up anyone who
knows, or lives with, folks
involved in the drug
trade. For this,
families are
ripped apart
for years,
children grow
up without
mothers, and
the US military
r e c e i v e s
exercise gear
and outerwear
(including mittens
shaped with a distinct
first finger to allow the
pulling of  a trigger in the
cold) from the slave labor the
women at FPC Alderson
perform in the sewing
factory.

I had never been so
welcomed and supported by
a community. When I first
arrived to prison, after being
strip searched and
photographed and dressed

in prison clothes, it was late
in the day and I had missed
dinner. My fellow SOA
Watch activist prison buddy
Caitlin and I shared a meal of
ramen noodles (a delicacy we
were to enjoy in many, varied,
creative meals throughout our
stay) – we’d started using the

only utensils we had, which
were pencils we

tried to use as
chopst i cks ,

when a
woman we
hadn’t even
met yet
brought her
o w n
plasticware

for us to use.
Our Native

American sisters
had a weekly time to

gather together in community
and to smudge, and we were
invited. As time went on, and
as our group of  SOAW
activists celebrated the
upcoming release of Marie,
other women joined us in
learning and singing a going-
home song.

Throughout my incarceration,
the privilege I entered with,
as a white woman, as one

with access to higher
education, as a middle-class
woman, made me
uncomfortable. I had never
consciously experienced
myself as having more
because of my skin color or
class of origin, and this was
the start of a very important
process for me to learn
about institutional racism,
class privilege, and how the
United States leads a
political-economic system
that depends upon the
subjugation of many to
support the wealth of  a few.
But it is this very same
privilege that I can use to
stand in solidarity with the
union struggles in Colombia,
and against the oppressive
power structure led by the
United States and
represented by the SOA. It
is time for the people of the
United States to stand up to
our fascist government, in a
country founded on racism
and genocide, to break its
laws when the laws and
institutions they support are
unjust, and to join our voices
with those across the
hemisphere and around the
world calling for justice and
peace.

Prison Report from Vera Leone (Brown)
Vera served a six-month prison sentence at West Virginia’s
Alderson  Federal Prison Camp in 2003 for “criminal re-
entry on a military installation” at Fort Benning. Over 95
years of prison time and 53 years of probation and home
confinement have been served by SOA Watch activists.
Those convicted range in age from 17 to 89, spanning a
variety of  genders and faith traditions. Leone recently
joined the SOA Watch staff  in Washington, DC.

were hard to come by and
the schools and streets were
occupied by gangs defending
their territory and indifferent
to the struggle of  the newly
arrived. MS 13 was born out
of a need for self-defense
and survival.  Many MS 13
members are the sons and
daughters of the people that
fled the U.S. suponsored war
in El Salvador. The 1990’s
were an incredibly bloody
time for Los Angeles gangs
and communities. “The War
on Gangs gradually began to
take shape in the mid 1990’s
after a 1996 immigration law
in the U.S. facilitated the
deportation of
undocumented people

serving more than two years
in U.S. detention facilities.
From 1996 to 2003, the
United States deported
70,000 people to El
Salvador.” Those deported
were not well received once
they arrived in El Salvador,
instead they were stigmatized
and marginalized for their
cultural differences and kept
out of yet another system of
employment, and education.
In response to the
deportations and the import
of the gang culture from the
United States to El Salvador,
the Salvadorian government
implemented “localized anti-
gang measures and [formed]
death squads that emerged to
kill youth thought to be gang
members.”  The efforts of
the Salvadorian government
have been championed by the
White House and
Department of Homeland
Security and have in fact led
to the Salvadorian
government’s hosting of the
International Law
Enforcement Academy
(ILEA). The ILEA is a U.S.
run police training school on
Salvadorian soil. The school

will train security forces from
throughout Latin America
and is operating from the
exact mindset that has given
rise to the School of the
Americas (SOA/
WHINSEC). Both
institutions are part of a
racist system of violence and
domination that promotes
U.S. sponsored
repression as the
one-size-fits-all
solution to social
problems throughout
the Americas. The
anti-gang initiatives
implemented and
proposed by the
United States and
S a l v a d o r i a n
governments have
done little to address
the core conditions
of tyranny that have
given rise to the
ever-developing
gang culture. MS 13
and other street
gangs need to be
understood and
addressed in a
context that

recognizes and validates
the systemic forces that
have led to their creation,
and incorporates the gang
members into the decision
making and strategic
planning processes needed
to tackle the vulgar
injustices of being poor in
the Americas. As

Americans scour through
policy books searching for
a quick fix for the gang
violence it is important to
admit and take responsibility
for the monster we have
created. As Malcolm so
eloquently put it, the
chickens have come home
to roost.

Gangs in the Americas, continued from page 1

Invest in Companies
That Give a Hoot



The momentum 
continued into October, 
with local activists 
participating in protest 
actions in DC against 
the International 
Monetary Fund and 
World Bank Oct. 
19-20 (top right), 
followed by the “No 
War, No Warming” 
direct action on 
Oct. 22 demanding 

Congressional 
action on global 
warming (center 
right), and 
culminating 
with nationally 
coordinated 
regional 
demonstrations 

against the war 
in 11 different 
cities on Oct. 

27. SPC sent a 
bus to the NYC 
demonstration 
(bottom right). 

THIS
is what a MOVEMENT

of MOVEMENTS
LOOKS LIKE

Photo: Carol Baum

Photo: Isis, flickr.com
/photos/isisdc

Photo: Isis

Photo: pj Sauter

On September 29,  2500 people 
marched and rallied in Syracuse for an 
immediate withdrawal of US troops from 
Iraq (center). Initiated by the Syracuse 
Peace Council and Iraq Veterans 
Against the War NYS, there was strong 
participation from students, organized 
labor (top left), military families (center 
left) and active duty soldiers 

and veterans (bottom).

Photo: Paul Pearce

Photo: Paul Pearce

Photo: pj Sauter
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SPC in Action / continued from page 4

A Community Bike Coop  
for Syracuse? 

As we wrap up our fifth season of Bikes 4
Peace, we’ve begun conversations with other 
community bike programs (BikeSyracuse, 
BikeCNY, the Campus Commuter Challenge) 
and local students about joining forces to 
promote biking in Syracuse. In November 
we made a trip to Rochester to check out 
their community bike program for inspira-
tion. If you’re interested in participating 
in future conversations about starting a 
Syracuse bike cooperative or community 
bike workshop, contact Jessica or join our 
new meetup group: http://communityorg.
meetup.com/4/

SPC to Move Soon
Three and a half years ago, we announced 
in the Peace Newsletter that SPC was 
making plans to move. After various twists 
and turns, we’re now confident that the
feat will happen in the next month or so. 
Work is underway to prepare the second 
floor of the Syracuse Center for Peace and
Social Justice (www.syracusecenter.org) 

for SPC. Many hands can make light work 
of moving many decades of paper, equip-
ment, signs, banners, props, etc. Contact 
Jessica to help.

924 Burnet Ave. for Sale
SPC’s longtime home at 924 Burnet Ave. is 
for sale. Please spread the word. The solid 
house, chock full of good karma is available 
for only $32,500 (negotiable). Contact Don 
Radke of FM Realty at 637-5195.

Onondaga Land Rights 
DVDs Available

In 2006 NOON coordinated 
the historic educational series 
“Onondaga Land Rights 
and our Common Future.” 
Recognizing the long-term 
value of the presentations, 
we worked hard to have all 
the programs videotaped and turned into 
high quality dvds. DVDs of all 11 programs 
are now available for only $12 each plus 
shipping and handling ($100 for the series). 
Many of the programs are also available 
for viewing on the SPC website. Contact 
NOON, 472-5478.

Fall Interns
NOON’s work was assisted greatly this fall 
by SU student intern Salvatore Sciandra. 
Sal, who was drawn to NOON because 
of it’s cross-cultural nature, assisted with 
projects large and small. Two other SU 
students conducted research projects for 
SPC which we expect will provide some 
insights to help us improve future work. 
We’re always looking for more young 
folks who want to learn how to organize! 
Contact Andy.

Thank You from Angus
Thank you for the wonderful PNL birthday 
greeting! (In the  September issue we wished 
Angus MacDonald a happy 95th birthday 
and four SPC activists wrote of  their respect 
and appreciation for him. – ed.)

Fighting nonviolently beside you, 
whose contributions far exceed mine, for 
peace and justice has been joyful for me. I 
think of it as “Marching with the Heroes,” 
not heroes with blood on their hands, but 
heroes with love in their hearts for the 
whole world.

My deepest and warmest love to every 
one of you.

Saturday, Dec. 8 at 8pm

The Nation
in Our Midst

Onondaga History, Culture and Spirituality

ONONDAG A L AND RIGHTS
& Our Common Future
A Collaborative Educational Series 
bringing together Central New York, 
Syracuse University and SUNY ESF

February 27, 2006
Syracuse, NY

Chief Sidney Hill
Sidney was condoled (installed) as 
the Tadadaho or spiritual leader of 
the Haudenosaunee Confederacy 

in April 2002. 

Audrey Shenandoah
An Onondaga Clan Mother, 

Audrey is internationally recognized 
as a spokesperson on indigenous 
issues and protecting the Earth.
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Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common Future 
is a collaborative educational series designed to bring together the Central 
New York community, Syracuse University and SUNY ESF to learn about 
the Onondaga Nation’s Land Rights Action and related issues. The 12 
session program began on February 27, ends on December 6, 2006 and 
is coordinated by Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation. “The Nation in Our 
Midst” is the first program in the series.

The series has been organized in consultation with the Onondaga Nation 
in the hope that education can lead to a positive resolution that benefits 
all in our region.

Special Thanks:
Organizing Committee: Linda Alcoff, Phil Arnold, Regina Jones, Richard Loder, 
Andy Mager, Jack Manno.
Videography: Torry Mendoza
Editor: Paul Pearce
The Onondaga Nation for who they are and what they do.

Syracuse University Sponsors: Chancellor’s Office, Religion Department, African 
American Studies, Communication and Rhetorical Studies, Division of Student Affairs 
Diversity Programming Grants, English, Geography, Hendricks Chapel, History, Honor’s 
Program, Indigenous Sustainability Studies Project, La L.U.C.H.A. (Latino Undergraduates 
Creating History in America), Latino-Latin American Studies, Native American Students at 
Syracuse, Native American Studies Program, Office of Multicultural Affairs, Program in the 
Analysis and Resolution of Conflict, School of Education, School of Visual and Performing 
Arts, Sociology, Student Environmental Action Coalition, Students Advancing Sexual Safety 
and Empowerment, University College, Women’s Studies and Writing Program. 

SUNY Sponsor:  SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry,

Community Sponsors: Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation/Syracuse Peace Council, the 
Inter-Religious Council of CNY, Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation, Syracuse Cultural Workers.

Additional Information:
web: www.peacecouncil.net/NOON/commonfuture
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203, (315) 472-5478

© 2006 Onondaga Nation Communications Office
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Max has been involved in peace and anti-
racist movements since joining Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS) in the 1960s. He is 
a founder and editor of  War Times/Tiempo de 
Guerras, from which this article was excerpted.  
You can make tax-deductible donations at 
www.war-times.org or send a check to PO 
Box 99096, Emeryville, CA 94662.

“Out Now!” – Why Now?
Max Elbaum

These days even pro-war figures admit
that things in Iraq are messy and difficult.
Gone are slogans like “Mission Accom-
plished” and pronouncements that “we’ll 
be greeted as liberators” and “we’ll create 
a model pro-Western democracy in the 
Middle East.” 

 Instead, the people who spread those 
fantasies (and baited dissenters as “helping 
the terrorists”) have retreated to Argument 
B: Yes, things are bad over there, they 
concede. And maybe Bush administration 
mistakes are partly to blame. But the real 
problem is failure, incompetence and “age-
old hatred” among Iraqis themselves. Things 
will be even worse if the US gets out: right 
now it’s only our military presence that’s 
standing between Iraq and genocidal civil 
war. Further, an “irresponsible” withdrawal 
will give heart to terrorism worldwide and 
threaten the security of people at home.

US Military: Solution or 
Problem?
It is an agonizing time for all people of 
conscience in this country. We are ap-
palled by the horrific events occurring in
Iraq each day, and inevitably fearful about 
what may happen tomorrow. There are 
no guarantees. None of us can predict the 
future with certainty.  

But we do have a guide to help us 
make our best estimate of future possi-
bilities: the four-year track record of the 
US invasion and occupation. This record 
provides overwhelming evidence that the 
US military presence in Iraq is a central 
feature of the disaster there rather than part 
of a solution. Take a few news reports from 
the last few weeks as examples: 
• Revelations that US snipers regularly 

set "bait" for Iraqis, leaving an item 
on the ground and then shooting to kill 
anyone who stops to pick it up – man, 
woman or child. 

• Stories about US-
employed "security 
contractors" – unac-
countable to any law 
whatsoever opening 
fire and killing Iraqi
civilians without 
provocation. 

• Heightened use of air 
power – including in 
densely populated 
Sadr City – with doz-
ens of civilians killed 
as a result.  
Add these to the 

torture chambers of Abu 
Ghraib and the grim sta-
tistics accumulated over 
the last four years: Up to 
one million Iraqis killed. 
Almost four million forced to flee from their
homes, half to neighboring countries and 
half displaced within Iraq. Reconstruction 
projects all behind schedule and mired in 
corruption while US firms such as Halli-
burton and DynCorp make millions.  

There's nothing in that track record 
showing that the US occupation prevents 
violence in Iraq or fosters respectful treatment 
of the Iraqi people. To the contrary: every-
thing indicates that Washington's presence 
is a source of violence and brutality.

Iraqis Want US Out
The majority of Iraqis themselves have 
reached exactly that conclusion. As early 
as August 2003, just five months after the
invasion, a Zogby poll showed two-thirds 
of Iraqis wanted US and British troops to 
leave within a year. Two years later, two-
thirds of Iraqis wanted foreign troops out 
either immediately or as soon as the new 
Iraqi “sovereign” government was estab-
lished. The latest BBC/ABC poll – taken 
months after the start of the US “surge” 
– shows that big majorities think the surge 
has worsened the security situation and 
reduced opportunities for dialogue across 
sectarian lines. Now nearly 50% of Iraqis 
want immediate withdrawal and more 
than ever before (57%) say that violence 
against US troops is acceptable.
 Since Iraq belongs after all to the Iraqi 
people themselves, it would seem only 
fair – as well as sensible – to heed their 
opinion. Unfortunately, the US people are 

bombarded day after day with propaganda 
that demeans the intelligence and humanity 
of Iraqis and hypes the notion that “America 
knows best.” But Iraq is home to one of 
the oldest civilizations in the world, and it 
is a terrible mistake to underestimate the 
sophistication of Iraqi political actors and 
the Iraqi environment. True, by causing so 
much destruction and spurring the exodus 
of a high percentage of Iraq’s educated 
classes the US has probably reduced that 
sophistication (at least in forms of politics 
that US people recognize). But as a Jor-
danian who worked for the US Embassy 
recently told a delegation of US visitors, 
“I believe the US must leave completely. 
Iraq will have a difficult and bloody rebirth;
it may take 10 or 15 years. But Iraq has 
enough heritage to recover, to stand on its 
own two feet. There is no other way.”   

What About the Sectarian War?
There is a sectarian civil war underway 
in Iraq. Many of the organized forces 
involved have reactionary social agendas 
that offer nothing positive to the Iraqi 
people as a whole. And it is true that in 
some specific instances, US troops have
prevented specific killings or massacres
from taking place. No doubt many US 
soldiers and officers sincerely see this as
a key part of their mission. 

But the majority of Iraqis on both sides 
of the Sunni-Shia divide want the US out 

continued on next page
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because they recognize that fundamentally 
foreign occupation drives sectarian conflict
and fosters the growth of the most reaction-
ary elements. It doesn’t heal divisions or 
promote democracy.   

The current civil war is not the re-
sult of “age-old hatred” between Shia 
and Sunni, who have lived peacefully in 
mixed neighborhoods (and religiously 
mixed families) for centuries. Rather, it 
is the result of 20th century relations of 
power and privilege, all shaped by Western 
colonialism with its divide-and-conquer 
tactics. After 2003, Sunni-Shia violence 
was fueled by the decision of the US 
“Provisional Authority” to set up its cli-
ent government on a sectarian basis; by 
US collective punishment of entire Sunni 
cities (such as Fallujah) for the insurgent 
activities of initially small groups; and by 
the US training and supplying Shia death 
squads in its initial attempts to crush the 
mostly Sunni insurgency. More recently, 
the barrage of US propaganda against Iran 
–Washington raising the danger of a “dan-
gerous Shi’ite crescent” even while backing 
a mostly Shi’ite and sympathetic-to-Iran 
government in Baghdad – has compounded 
the problem. And as long as Washington 
backs its client regime no matter what, 
the political figures who lead that regime
have no incentive to compromise with their 
political opponents.

  Even with Washington behaving this 
way, the majority of Iraqis call for national 
reconciliation. And in contrast to admin-
istration distortions, the vast majority of 
armed attacks in Iraq are against US troops 
or their Iraqi collaborators, not against Iraqi 
civilians (though these are often the most 
publicized and spectacular). 

One can perhaps imagine in the abstract 
an international force that – if it had the 
support and active cooperation of most Iraqis 

– could help suppress 
the sectarian violence 
spawned by invasion 
and occupation. But 
the US military – the 
invading, occupying 
and day-to-day repres-
sive power – is not that 
force.

The Regional 
Picture
What about the ar-
gument that the US 
presence in Iraq is nec-
essary for “regional 
stability?” 

The very opposite 
is true. The close-to-two-million Iraqi 
refugees bring tremendous economic and 
political strain to neighboring countries. 
The occupation-driven civil war spreads 
Sunni-Shia tensions across Iraqi borders. 
US troops occupying an Arab country fuel 
anti-US sentiment in a region where it is 
already at record highs. Frustrations with 
the actions of northern-Iraq-based Kurdish 
rebels conducting armed actions in Turkey 
and Iran threatens to spread war to those 
countries. 

And with each day US troops stay in 
Iraq the Bush administration ramps up its 
latest rationalization for war against Iran: 
the accusation that Iran is responsible for 
the death of US soldiers in Iraq. 

Washington’s desperation to stay in 
Iraq reinforces every backward aspect of 
its policy region-wide. To make sure mas-
sive anti-occupation sentiment among Arab 
populations does not influence(oroverthrow)
pro-US governments, Washington ups its 
aid to police-state governments in Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and elsewhere. To 
head off a friendly Iraq-Iran-Afghanistan 
relationship that might lead to regional co-
operation outside of US control (like what’s 

Out Now / continued from previous page

happening in Latin America), Washington 
fans Sunni-Shia tensions. All on top of Bush’s 
blank-check for Israel, whose occupation of 
Palestinian land has long been at the pivot 
of Arab and Muslim vs. US conflict.

Fulfilling US Moral Responsibility
For all these reasons, immediate US with-
drawal is an absolutely necessary condition 
for Iraq to move toward peace and self-
determination. But it is not sufficient. In
the wake of its invasion and occupation, 
the US does have a moral responsibility 
to the Iraqi people. How can this country 
best fulfill that responsibility? By commit-
ting itself to pay for the reconstruction of 
Iraq under Iraqi control and by supporting 
regional diplomatic efforts to bring peace 
and development to the Middle East. Even 
better would be a larger turnabout in US 
policy, replacing reliance on military force 
and support for repressive regimes with 
diplomacy, backing for self-determination 
and respect for international law (especially 
concerning the Israel-Palestine conflict).

For all these reasons, this is the time to 
say more loudly than ever: “Out Now!”

A group from the SPC bus fortifying themselves to brave the rain in NYC 
for the October 27 march. Its demand: “US Out of Iraq Now!” Photo: 
Carol Baum



November/December 2007 Peace Newsletter 17

Caroline Kim

Carlos and his father 
Don Jildardo were in-
separable. Don Jildardo 
was a strong and charis-
matic man well loved in 
his community, a soldier 
and farmer. When he had 
to travel to other towns 
for business, Carlos 
would often accom-
pany him. Carlos loved 
school and excelled at 
soccer, basketball and 
volleyball. Then one 
day when Carlos was 
eleven, Don Jildardo 
suddenly collapsed. 
Within hours, he was 
dead. The family never 
knew the cause.

Over the next few 
years, the family became 
very poor. Food became 
scarce. On some days all 
there was to eat were four 
eggs shared between six 
people. Carlos was the 
oldest of the children. His father had taught 
him to look out for his younger brothers and 
sisters. Although Carlos was an outstand-
ing student he could no longer afford the 
school fees. It became clear to him that he 
needed to work full time in order to support 
his family. But as much as Carlos searched 
for work, there was nothing to be found. 
So one day, at age 17, Carlos did the only 
thing he could in order to feed and protect 
his family. He left his home in Chiapas, 
Mexico and went north to the US. 

Carlos worked hard at various difficult
jobs. For five months Carlos worked at an
asbestos removal company in North Caro-
lina. He and his friends wore masks, but 
the masks didn’t keep all of the dust out. 
Two of them developed lung disease and 
died within months of leaving work.

Carlos is now a cheerful and handsome 
23-year-old who lives in Fulton. He is deeply 

Caroline Kim, a member of the Detention 
Task Force, was recently honored by Peace 
Action of Central New York.

Trying to Make a Living: 
The Hounding of Migrant Workers

spiritual and has a strong faith in God. He 
works full time at a nursery, loading bags 
of mulch and manure for customers.

From Worker to “Illegal Human 
Being”
One Saturday afternoon this past July, 
Carlos and two of his friends, Hediberto 
and Virginio decided to walk to a church 
festival five blocks away. While walking
back, they were drinking sodas and discussing 
what they would make for dinner. Just two 
blocks from home, a Border Patrol vehicle 
pulled up behind them. Before any of the 
men could collect their thoughts, the agent 
was asking them where they were from 
and if they had any ID. Unsure of their 
rights, the three men answered honestly: 
“Guatemala.” and “Mexico.” They were 
ordered into the vehicle.   

Carlos and his friends were arrested 
and imprisoned in the Onondaga County 
Justice Center in Syracuse on $5,000 bail 
until space could be found for them in 
the Federal Detention Center in Batavia, 

NY, where they were 
to be held until they 
were deported.   Within 
three days, all three of 
the men were separated 
on different floors of
the jail. They had no 
way of communicating 
with each other. Carlos 
wasn’t even sure wheth-
er his friends were still 
there. On the 11th day, 
Carlos was called out 
of his cell and brought 
downstairs. He saw his 
friend Virginio for the 
first time in days. They
were given their shoes 
and told to put them on. 
They were handcuffed, 
their feet were chained 
and a chain was wrapped 
around their waists. 
They were made to get 
into a van with tinted 
windows, metal benches 
and no air conditioning. 
All the way to Batavia 
the hot July sun beat 

down on the closed van. The men finally
arrived in Batavia. They both knew it was 
the last stop before deportation. When 
they entered the detention center, Carlos 
was separated from the other men. He 
was placed in a room by himself where 
he waited for hours with no explanation. 
Finally, a guard told him in English that 
he would be released. He had been bailed 
out. He and another prisoner, Esteban, 
were placed in the van again, but this time 
without chains. They were driven to the 
edge of the property and allowed to exit the 
van. Carlos’ friends and Esteban’s family 
were waiting on the brittle sun-scorched 
grass to pick them up.

Our Fellow Workers, Our 
Fellow Neighbors
I am a member of the Detention Task Force 
in Syracuse, NY. Carlos is a dear friend 
of mine. The Detention Task Force at the 
Workers’ Rights Center was created in 

continued on next page

Rolling Plains Jail and Residential Center, in Haskell, Texas.  Immigrants are jailed in 
these “detention centers” that dot our country.  Source: www.dialoguemakers.org/
HorrorAmidstDemocracy.htm
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order to help people like Carlos. We were 
successful in bailing him out. Since July, 
we have helped bail out seven people; six 
men and one woman. The only crime these 
workers are guilty of is seeking work in 
the US in order to help feed their families. 
The bail fund is really a community effort. 
The generosity and loyalty that the work-
ers have shown in helping each other is 
deeply impressive and moving. They have 
given thousands of dollars, obtained at 
great sacrifice from their meager savings,
or borrowed from other workers in order 
to free their friends.     

In case you were wondering about Car-
los’ two friends: Hediberto was released on 
bail. Virginio was not so lucky. There was 
not enough money at the time to pay the 
$5,000 for Virginio. I spoke to his sister on 
the phone. She was crying as she explained 
that she was trying to get money together 
but she didn’t have enough from her job 
picking onions to pay her brother’s bond. 
Virginio was a recent arrival in the US and 
I never got to meet him but I have dreamed 
about him. In my dream I am asking him 
for forgiveness. 

Meanwhile, there is rampant racial 
profiling by the police and by Border
Patrol. I do not use the word “rampant” 
lightly. Hispanic men are being targeted 
as they walk down the street, like Carlos 
and his friends, or on their way to doctors’ 
appointments, traveling on public trans-
portation, or on trips to the grocery store. 
They are afraid to sit outside on their front 
porches, go to church or wash clothes at 
the laundromat.

Terrorizing the “Other”
One friend, whom I’ll call Pablo, described 
traveling on a Greyhound bus a few weeks 
ago. In Rochester, Border Patrol agents 
boarded the bus. According to Pablo, the 
agents asked all of the Hispanics, Asians 
and people of Middle Eastern ethnicity for 
their paperwork or ID.     

This abuse of power by some of the 
police and by Border Patrol terrorizes 
workers, and places them in real danger. 
Three friends of mine were driving down 
a country road headed to work on a rainy 
morning in July when their vehicle slipped 
off the road and flipped over onto the
grass. The three men crawled through the 
broken windows. The driver, who already 
had a case with Immigration, stayed with 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
RIGHT NOW

1. Contact your local and state gov-
ernment and demand an end to racial 
profiling by the police and by Border
Patrol and express your support for 
humane immigration reform.

2. Join the Detention Task Force. We 
meet at the Workers’ Rights Center 
every Friday at 9 am. Please Call Pat 
Rector at the Worker’s Rights Center for 
more information at (315) 474-4821.

3. Donate to the Detention Task Force 
at the Workers’ Rights Center. Send a 
check to Pat Rector, Michael Lax or 
Caroline Kim at the Workers’ Rights 
Center, 232 E. Onondaga St., Syracuse, 
NY 13202. Every single penny goes 
to bailing out workers like Carlos and 
the other men mentioned above. I can’t 
express how important any contribution 
is, no matter how small. To bail out one 
worker is often the combined effort of 
dozens of people. Knowing that others 
care gives all of us strength.

Migrant Workers / 
continued from previous page

the vehicle. The two passengers, despite 
being injured and disoriented, immediately 
started to run. When I picked them up they 
were bleeding, soaking wet, and scratched 
from brambles from running and hiding 
in the woods.     

Less then two weeks later, another 
friend, whom I will call Juan, was the pas-
senger in a very minor accident caused by 
the driver of another vehicle. The driver 
of Juan’s vehicle stayed at the scene of the 
accident to talk to the police. Juan knew 
he needed to get as far from the scene as 
possible, so he started to walk away. Due to 
a previous injury, Juan was unable to move 
very fast. Sure enough, the police picked 
him up, brought him back to the scene of 
the accident and called Border Patrol.     

During the same week, two other 
friends, who had both been severely burned 
in a propane explosion two years ago, 
were headed to a doctor’s appointment in 
a properly registered vehicle. The driver 
had a valid license. They were pulled over 
by state police at the toll booth on route 
90 in Syracuse. The passenger had burns 
over 60% of his body from the explosion 
and was still suffering from painful heavy 
scarring. When he explained that he was 
headed to a doctor’s appointment because 
he was recovering from burns, the state 
police ordered him to remove his shirt 
so that they could see the scarring on his 
back, chest and arms. Then they called 
Border Patrol.   

These shameful civil rights violations 
are not from some movie, and are not 
transpiring in some far away place. They 
are happening here in Central New York, 

in our community, and to our neighbors. 
These heartless acts are occurring because 
of laws that label human beings as “il-
legal.” Individually, and as a society, we 
need to question the legitimacy and moral-
ity of laws that encourage the inhumane 
and racist persecution of our friends and 
neighbors.

Photo taken by immigration rights activist, poet and educator, Francisco Dominguez.  His work 
focuses on the plight of undocumented workers. Source: www.kdvs.org/shows/past/show_id/106/
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Donna is a longtime member of the PNL 
editorial committee.

Steve Parks: Shaping Policy 
by Giving Voice to the People
Interview by
Donna Mühs-McCarten

Steve Parks was interviewed this summer 
by the Peace Newsletter (PNL). Steve 
is an Associate Professor at the Writing 
Program at Syracuse University as well 
as the Executive Director of New City 
Community Press (www.newcitypress.org). 
He has served as Director of Teachers for 
a Democratic Culture and is currently a 
founding member of PSCC, an alliance of 
progressive caucuses focused on literacy 
and politics. He has recently been named 
editor of Reflections, a journal focused on 
community/university politics, and he is 
currently planning a special issue on the 
Iraq War. This article contains highlights 
from the interview.

PNL: Please tell us a bit about yourself 
and your work.
STEVE: I was the first in my family to
graduate from college with a PhD and 
become a university professor. While I 
was making this trek up the educational 
hierarchy, my dad, a Viet Nam vet, was 
trying to survive in the declining economy 
of Pittsburgh in the 1980s. My mother 
took a job as a bank teller to help make 
college affordable to me. Since it was 
through their work and those around 
me that I was able to go to college, I 
ended up thinking a lot about how to 
position myself between the university 
and the community. I began to wonder 
how well-endowed universities, such as 
Syracuse University (SU), could sup-
port the community, and, in particular, 
community-defined goals, those not
imposed by a faculty or university re-
search agenda.

PNL: And what was the result of this 
thinking?
STEVE: At Temple University, my 
colleagues and I created service-learning 
classes that placed students in the commu-
nity. Since service learning can’t capture or 
realize the full possibilities of university/

community partnerships, 
we also began to develop 
writing groups, public 
school projects and New 
City Community Press. 
While I was doing this 
work, I became friends 
with Eileen Schell, now 
my department chair, who 
was truly committed to 
building such work at SU. 
Based on that, I decided 
to leave Temple. Now that I’m at SU, I’ve 
tried to join efforts here. I’ve led a writing 
group of union workers, capturing their 
experiences in the Syracuse economy. 
We’re just about to publish a book out of 
that group.

 
PNL: And how did New City Press come 
about?
STEVE: The Press grew out of a commit-
ment to give voice to the people through 
their writing, and then publishing their 
work and distributing it locally, nationally 
and later internationally. Working with 

Kristina Montero of the SU School of 
Education, we published Soul Talk, stories 
from a middle school project and from high 
schools in Syracuse. The students wrote in 
their journals describing their lives as urban 
youth. And later, SU students also wrote 

about how they too, were not allowed to 
express themselves in their own schools, 
and how frustrated these same students 
were that they weren’t allowed to be truly 
educated concerning real life issues and 
situations. We just completed a project 
with middle school teachers Don Gates, 
Jen Callander and Joan Brown. Students 
read about the Underground Railroad and 
used that historical knowledge to reflect
on what they felt freedom, civil rights and 
liberty should mean today. We’ll have 
other Syracuse residents respond to their 
writing, and then hopefully, use that as a 
vehicle to get  a  more progressive view 
out into the public debate.

PNL: What became of your authors’ 
stories?
STEVE: Our goal is to get the books in-
tegrated into the local curriculum as well 
as heard locally and nationally. We make 
sure the books are used in schools because 
part of the goal is to change who people 
think of as intellectuals. It’s not just the 
talking heads on TV or the talking head 
in front of the class; it’s also the person 
across the street or across from you in 

a classroom. That’s the belief that started 
the Press and demands we circulate these 
voices to the widest possible audience. 
For instance, our book Espejos y Venta-
nas/Mirrors and Windows was a book on 

continued on next page

If done correctly, community-based 
writing can change who the voices 
of power are – who is listened to 
in debates and in important local 
decision making. It’s a new terrain.
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immigrant oral histories,  Mexican migrant 
workers told their stories of crossing the 
borders and establishing life in the US. 
It is used in the local schools where the 
workers live, but it also has been used in 
universities, public schools and Mexican 
consulates nationwide. 

PNL: The author and poet, Eli Goldblatt, 
once wrote that you have a commitment 
to activism and a responsibility to the 
community. Would you care to comment 
on that?
STEVE: I think those beliefs emerge from 
the people I grew up with who lived in a 
suffering economy. It comes from living 
with my father’s struggle with being a 
Viet Nam vet, trying to keep his family 
afloat and the hours my mother worked to
enable me to go to college. Now that I get 
to move in different circles economically 
and socially, I feel a responsibility to that 
home community. My place, where I am 
now, is a gift, and with that gift comes re-
sponsibility. I can’t keep looking up while 
the ladder below me is being kicked away 
by conservative policies.

Without trying to be pompous or 
preachy, I also try to get my students to 
see that being an SU student is a gift and 
with that comes responsibility to others. I 
place my students with unions to become 
aware of the other economy and to learn 
that the working class has values very 
important to them also. I have them work 
on the history of the Underground Railroad 
so they can see their responsibility in that 
and the work that needs to be done today. 
The privileged have a responsibility to 
society. The sometimes narrow views of the 
privileged are a moral loss. Students need 
to understand the collective responsibility 
of citizenship and see their neighbors as 
part of a collective project. To go back to 
an earlier point, as a teacher, I wish to get 
students to feel that everyone is an intel-
lectual. Accept that belief and the world 
changes for you. 

PNL: On another note, what is your vision 
of advocacy writing?
STEVE: Writing gives people an oppor-
tunity to represent themselves as authors 
and reconfigure themselves as activists in
the process. If done correctly, community- 
based writing can change who the voices 
of power are – who is listened to in debates 
and in important local decision making. 
It’s a new terrain. 

 
PNL: How does the writing of 
these books work? 
STEVE: People who have ideas 
approach me and then I ask my-
self if this project has legs and 
who is helped by this project. 
For example, instrumental in 
the publication of Soul Talk was 
Kristina Munroe. She continually 
reminded everyone involved that 
the writers’ ideas are the focus. 
Sometimes, it’s too easy to make 
yourself the focus, to pat yourself 
on the back for being so liberal or 
so brave in your work. I admire 
Kristina because she understands 
that the writers are the heroes and 
are courageous. They are speak-
ing out about real issues in their 
neighborhoods, neighborhoods 
which they continue to live in 
once the book is published.  

PNL: And how are your writing 
projects financed?
STEVE: To a small extent, book 
sales, since we often give books 
away free to participants. To a 
greater extent, foundation support such as 
the Gifford Foundation, which has been 
an amazing resource for us. We’ve also 
received federal funds, which I realize 
is problematic, but I like to think at least 
the money is being used to empower local 
communities. 

PNL: How are New City Press books 
used?
STEVE: They are used by think tanks, 
grassroots organizations, and community 
information centers and now by consulates. 
These books hit you on all levels – we 
need to be activists. These books are just 
one piece, but they allow people to align 
themselves with different groups to seek 
change, and in this way they are used to 
shape policy. The stories and books cre-
ate conditions of possibility. The process 
involves faculty/community/policy; it 
extends the conversation. 

PNL: What then do you see as the major 
goal of the projects?
STEVE: This work validates real experiences. 
These books are part of the process in building 
collective movements. They offer an initial 
chance to create a common understanding 
of the problems and pose possible solutions. 
After that step, perhaps larger policy and 
political work becomes possible. 

Parks / continued from previous page

PNL: What are your plans for the future 
regarding narratives and social justice?
STEVE: My current thoughts are to un-
dertake a book on Iraqi War veterans in 
Syracuse, and try to use the book to lobby 
for better medical treatment. 

PNL: And what ideas do you have as editor 
of Reflections?
STEVE: The work will have different 
themes. I want to do an issue focused on 
New Orleans and the role of universities 
in rebuilding the city. I’m also planning an 
issue on how faculty has developed partner-
ships with local organizations dedicated to 
peace in the “age of terror.” I am hoping to 
work with the SPC on that issue.

PNL: Your work seems very important 
to you.
STEVE: It is. I never forget that I’m the 
son of working class parents who finds
himself blessed to be teaching at SU. I 
know a lot of people have enabled me to 
enjoy this privileged life. I hope my work 
respects the gifts I’ve been given and that 
when I’m done, folks will think of me as 
putting my shoulder to the wheel. Hope-
fully, this has meaning for the generalized 
movement for peace and justice and is 
doing some good.
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A Small Glimmer of Hope Reaches Bil’in
In its June, 2007 edition, the Peace Newsletter published an 
article highlighting the nonviolent struggle of Bil’in village in 
the West Bank of Palestine. Since February, 2005 – the date 
Israeli bulldozers began destruction of Bil’in’s land for construc-
tion of the Apartheid Wall – the villagers have staged weekly 
nonviolent protests. International and Israeli activists joined in 
Bil’in’s struggle, and the collective commitment to nonviolence 
has yielded some positive results.

On September 4, 2007 the village of Bil’in learned that the 
Israeli High Court of Justice (Supreme Court) ruled against the 
current path of the Wall around the village and ordered that the 
Israeli State propose a new, less destructive path in a “reason-
able period of time.” The Court also mandated that a gate in 
the Wall, manned by the Israeli Army, be opened daily until the 
Wall is moved to allow villagers access to their land, mostly 
used for agriculture. If the State and Defense Ministry abide 
by the Court’s decision, a mile-long section of the Wall will be 
pushed further west and make more of Bil’in’s land available to 
its owners. In its decision the Court could not justify the current 
path of the Wall on the basis of “security,” the official rationale
for the Wall’s construction.

However, there are still many reasons for the village to 
continue its nonviolent struggle. Despite the new path of the 
Wall, Bil’in will still lose much of its land and the new path 
will not follow the internationally recognized “Green Line.” 
The original path was meant to capture more land for expansion 

of the Israeli settlement block even though all settlements are 
illegal based on the Fourth Geneva Convention and numerous 
UN Security Council resolutions. These settlements still exist 
east of the Green Line and confiscate Bil’in’s land. Nonviolent
struggle and legal action seem to have their limits within the 
Israeli courts and defense industries.

Bil’in did celebrate its victory in September, but it vowed 
to continue its weekly nonviolent protests until all stolen land is 
returned, settlements are removed and the Wall falls. Israeli and 
international activists continue to stand alongside the villagers 
of Bil’in fighting for peace and social justice.

     – Gabriel Angelone

SYRACUSE CENTER FOR 
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE

October was a very busy month at the new Syracuse Cen-
ter for Peace and Social Justice. Volunteers have helped 
to make the ground floor a brighter and cleaner place to
work. As work crews cleaned up, the Westcott Community 
Center’s Arts and Education Project began moving in to 
what we expect to be a productive home.

On the west side of the building, a maple tree that 
was damaged in the 1998 Labor Day storm has been sta-
bilized. Other trees that were too severely damaged have 
been removed, making all area roofs and cars safer when 
the next wind storm comes.

On the second floor, volunteer crews have removed
the less-than-attractive drop ceiling. The next step is to 
repair the holes and damaged plaster on the ceiling in 
preparation for the new lighting and heating systems to 
be installed later this month, preparing the way for SPC 
to move in before the end of the year. Next year, we’ll 
develop a mezzanine space and a front lobby with an 
elevator to make the building accessible. 

Board members and other volunteers are gearing up 
to launch phase two of our capital campaign. We expect 
to raise the funds necessary to complete the full project 
and establish a firm base for many years to come.

–Karen Hall

Terry Mundy frames around a new window in a ground 
floor office at the Center. He’s one of many volunteers 
assisting with the project. Photo: Andy Mager
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Equal Exchange products are available at the
Syracuse Real Foods Co-op

618 Kensington Road

Empowering Farmers
When you choose Equal Exchange fairly traded coffee, tea 
or chocolate, you join a network that empowers farmers in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia to:
    • Stay on their land

    • Care for the environment

    • Farm organically

    • Support their family

    • Plan for the future

Velvra Shad, Mwika Mrimbo 
Uurwo Primary Society, KNCU 
Cooperative, Tanzania

www.equalexchange.coop

the health benefits of US chicken look down over Accra traffic
as people opt for the chicken dinner made from imported frozen 
chicken parts rather than a fresh local bird. 

Free Trade is not Fair Trade
With similar issues facing so many local industries, GTLC has 
no lack of meaningful campaigns. However, Ghana and all 
of the developing nations face yet another threat. Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs), yet another set of free trade 
agreements, are scheduled to be signed into effect at the end of 
this year. The EPAs are between the European Union (EU) and 
the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries and will
give more freedom to EU corporations and make it even more 
difficult for poor nations to compete. Ibrahim Akalbila, GTLC’s
coordinator, told the press that “EPA will worsen the plight of 
our poor farmers, who are already struggling to make a living in 
the face of unbridled trade liberalization.” Ghana needs protec-
tive measures to help create fairer trade, and trade agreements 
that aim to create an even playing field in order to really reduce
poverty and foster development.

Positive Globalization
Soon after my arrival in Ghana I attended the People’s Forum on 
the EPAs organized by the GTLC. The forum acted as a coun-
ter-conference to the African Union, the meeting of the African 
Heads of State that was occurring in Accra at the same time. 
Activists gathered from all over Africa to discuss how Africans 

could work together to stop the EPAs. Listening to these impor-
tant discussions I heard stories unique to each participant yet 
similar in their goals to end the exploitation of Africa. As a gift 
for helping to register the participants, I was given a T-shirt with 
the words “Africa is Not for Sale” printed across the front.

During my stay in Ghana, I saw how activists brought these 
issues to the forefront of the national media, gained public sup-
port and stood up to politicians who too often close their eyes 
to such injustices. It all seemed very familiar. I took away with 
me an enormous feeling of global solidarity. This is the type of 
globalization for which to strive.

On September 27, GLTC organized a march through the 
streets of Accra as part of the global day of action against the 
EPAs. Thousands of farmers and activists marched to the Min-
istry of Trade and Industry to demand that Ghana not sign the 
agreement. Protesters held signs that read “EPAs will Kill De-
velopment,” and “We are signing our own death warrants.” As 
the deadline approaches, Ghanaians and all 75 former European 
colonies known as the ACP will continue to fight for justice and
defend their livelihoods.

For more information visit: www.isodec.org.gh and www.
epa2007.org.

Ghana / continued from page 5

Fair World
Marketplace

Make your gift count twice  
this holiday season 

with fairly traded 
hand made

  gifts   

Mon - Sat 
10 - 6 

Sun 1 - 6 
— after  

Thanksgiving 
open till 8 W-Sat  

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd  
446-0326     www.FairWorldMarketplace.com  

The recipe for building a world of peace and social justice 
is complex and includes many ingredients. One of them 

is money. Please consider sending a donation to the 
Syracuse Peace Council. It will be well used.

SPC, 924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203

$
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Alliance of Communities
Transforming Syracuse (ACTS)

Public Meeting
Sunday, November 18, 3:30 pm

Bethany Baptist Church, 149 Beattie St., Syracuse

ACTS is an inter-faith, multi-racial, urban-suburban, diverse 
coalition of faith communities throughout the greater Syra-
cuse area that organizes to address the social, economic, 
educational and political concerns of our communities. 
ACTS currently consists of 21 member congregations, 
including African-American churches, a mosque, two Jew-
ish synagogues, Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
Roman Catholics, and five suburban congregations.

Our public meeting will feature presentations on our 
top four issue areas:

• Criminal justice
• Youth
• Economic Development and Jobs
• Healthcare
We’ll lay out the challenges in going forward and ask 

our partners and elected officials to work with us.
Please join us – all are welcome. For more informa-

tion please contact donak22@gmail.com or 475-7277. 
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Progressive Coalition Meeting. 
5:30-7 pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404 
Oak St. Andy, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45 pm, S. Salina and E. Colvin 
St., 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 
12-12:45 pm, Carousel Mall, 
Hiawatha Blvd. entrance, 
472-5478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drum-
mer Cafe, 6-10 pm. 1 Public 
Square,  Watertown. 782-0595.
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EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10 pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

Syracuse United Neighbors  Skunk 
City Neighborhood Association, 
6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 476-7475.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting 7 pm, contact office for 
location, 472-5478.

EVERY WED: Open Figure Drawing. 
7-10 pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave.  Lionel 395-3103. 

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,  
3 pm Hanover Square. Prep 12:30  
560 Allen St.  218-5481.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. 5 pm, St. Andrew’s 
Church, 124 Alden St. 1st & 3rd 
Sun. 636-7726.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting.  7:30 pm, 
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. , 
446-5940. Helpline 635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  South-
side Coalition, 7 pm, Payton Temple. 
476-7475.

SUN Southwest Action Commit-
tee, 7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South 
Ave., 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition, 7 pm,  Brown Memo-
rial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11am.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

PNL Calendar Deadline for Jan-
uary issue, pnl@peacecouncil.
net or 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45 pm, James St. and  Thomp-
son Rd, 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7 pm, St. Vincent's Par-
ish Center (enter on Winton St.), 
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg, 6 pm, Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave., Lionel 395-3103. 

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8 pm, Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12-1 
pm, Cortland Post Office, Main St., 
cmaxfield@usadatanet.net

Plowshares Crafts Fair & 
Winter Peace Festival

Nottingham High School, 3100 E. 
Genesee St., 10-5 pm, 125 local 
artists, food & entertainment, 
472-5478.

Photos by Women Photographers, 
Women's Info Center, 478-4636. Pho-
tos also wanted; mail Cindy at Info, 601 
Allen St., Syracuse 13210, or email  
Sera at womensinfoprograms@r
iseup.net.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave., Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America Co-
alition. Monthly potluck meeting. 
208 Slocum Ave., 6-8:15 pm. Ann 
Tiffany, 478-4571.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10 pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Syracuse Amnesty International 
Mtg. 5:30-7 pm. Dewitt Library, Rosy 
George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com.

EVERY  WED: Singing For Peace 
and Justice: Adult Choir, 7 pm, West-
cott Community Center, 826 Euclid 
Ave. Karen Mihalyi, 428-8151.

EVERY  WED: Singing For Peace 
and Justice:  Children's Choir: 
3:15-4:45 pm,  United Baptist Church, 
718 S. Beech St. Teen Choir 7-8 pm, 
call for location 428-8151.

Univ. Neighbors Lecture Series,  
Nancy Cantor, "Univ.-Community 
Connections for the Public Good," 
7:30 pm, Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave.  $10, Students $5.

Folkus Concert: Karen Savoca 
& Pete Heitzman, 8 pm, May 
Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee St., 
$15. 457-2290 or folkus.org

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop, Shopping 
for a Mortgage, 6-8 pm, Syracuse 
United Neighbors, 1540 S Salina St., 
Nick 471-1116 ext 223. Free.

Justice: Syr. Symposium, Robert 
Koolakian, 4 pm, Peter Graham 
Scholarly Commons, E.S. Bird Li-
brary. http://symposium.syr.edu.

Syracuse United Neighbors  Skunk 
City Neighborhood Association, 
6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition , 7 pm, Brown Memo-
rial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s 
Church, 124 Alden St. 5 pm.  
636-7726.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catho-
lics & Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s 
Church, 124 Alden St. 5 pm.1st & 
3rd Sun. 636-7726.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave., Aly, 472-5478. 

Alliance of Communities Trans-
forming Syr. (ACTS) Public Is-
sues Meeting, 3:30-5pm, Bethany 
Baptist Church, 149 Beattie St., 
254-6198. See page 23.

Pax Christi, 9:30 am, Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave.  Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

SUNY Oswego, Tyler Art Gal-
lery, 11/30-12/12, Bachelor of 
Fine Arts Exhibit,  weekdays 
10-4 pm, weekends 12:30-4:30 
pm, 7060 State Rt. 104, Oswego, 
(315) 312-2113, Free.

Syracuse Community Choir, Win-
ter Soltice Concert , 7 pm, Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St., $10-
25 sliding scale, 428-8151.  

Folkus Concert: Dan Duggan & 
Peggy Lynn, dulcimer and singing, 8 
pm, May Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee 
St., Fee. 457-2290 or folkus.org.

Syracuse Community Choir Har-
vest Dinner, 5 pm, Westcott Comm. 
Center, 826 Euclid Ave.428-8151.

Comm. Folk Art Center, Gullah 
Lifestyles: A Culture Under Attack, thru 
12/15, 805 E. Genesee St., 442-2230, 
communityfolkartcenter.org

From The Earth, Arts and Crafts 
Show, 10-5 pm, Onondaga Nation 
School, Rte. 11A. Also 11/17.

From The Earth, Arts and Crafts 
Show, 12/15 and 16, 10-5 pm, On-
ondaga Nation School, Rte. 11A.

Pairing Traditional Knowledge 
& Science, Robin Kimmerer, 12-1 
pm, Weiskotten Hall, 9th Floor Aud., 
SUNY College of Environmental 
Science & Forestry.

Closing Ceremony-Native 
American Month, presenta-
tions, music and dancing, 4:30 
pm, Campus Activities Bldg.,155 
Elizabeth Blackwell St.

Photos by Women Photographers, 
Christina Munger, thru 12/14 
Women's Info Center, 478-4636, 
601 Allen St.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45 pm, Rt. 695 exit ramp to 
W. Genesee St. (Fairmount), 
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45 pm, S. Salina at Clinton 
Square, 472-5478.

Plowshares Crafts Fair 
& Winter Peace Festival

Nottingham High School, 3100 
E. Genesee St., 11-5 pm, 125 
local artists, food & entertain-
ment, 472-5478.

SPC OFFICE CLOSED Dec. 24-
Jan. 2. Happy Holidays!

Projected Date for SPC Move 
to Syracuse Center. 10 am-5 
pm. Many hands make light 
work! 472-5478.

Maria Muldaur Concert, 8 pm, 
Homer Center 4 Arts, Main St., 
Homer. $35, seniors $30, students 
$17. See page 14. 607-749-4900.

"Cubicles for Indoor Air Qual-
ity" Sierra Club Meeting. 7:30 
pm. University Methodist Church, 
1085 E. Genesee St. 449-2603.

BUY NOTHING DAY, Make a 
statement about overconsump-
tion. See www.adbusters.org 

"Land Claims Negotiations for the 
Mohawk Nation," Doug George-
Kanentiio. 11:15 am. Whitney Room 
101, OCC.

Dedication of Lyons Hall at SU 
in honor of Oren Lyons. 4 pm, 
Syracuse University.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. Workers' Rights 
Center, 232 E. Onondaga St. 9 
am. Pat Rector, (315) 474-4821. 
See page 18.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil

Community Calendar 
Nov-Dec 2007




