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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is 
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are community-
based, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our 
supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recogniz-
ing their economic and militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make 
these connections clear.  We initiate and support activities 
that help build this sense of community and help tear down 
the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and 
justice is an economic system that places human need above 
monetary profit.  We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat 
of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means 
of conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.
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ested or have suggestions of other topics, 
contact Jessica.

Winter Soldier: 
Iraq and Afghanistan

From March 13-16, veterans of the oc-
cupations of Iraq and Afghanistan gath-
ered just outside Washington, DC to give 
their eyewitness accounts. The hearing, 
sponsored by Iraq Veterans Against the 

continued on next page

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum              

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Syracuse University: 
A player in the Military-

Industrial-Academic Complex?

Tuesday, April 29 @ 7:30 pm
Westcott Community Center

826 Euclid Ave., Syracuse

Following up on the special 
section in this newsletter, 
a panel will discuss the 
Pentagon’s role at SU and what 
we can do about it.

Free and open to the public.
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Iraq: No Business as Usual
On March 19, a crowd of about 200 gath-
ered in Clinton Square for a march and 
street theatre to mark the 5th year since 
the US invasion of Iraq. Led by a giant 
Uncle Sam octopus puppet representing 
US imperialism and war, marchers snaked 
through downtown and stopped at local 
sites representing different institutions that 
support the war: the federal building (US 
government), a military recruitment office
(military recruiters), Bank of America (war 
profiteers), the Post-Standard (corporate 
media). At the end of the march, participants 
toppled US imperialism (the octopus) and 
claimed the streets for peace. 

Acting creatively and nonviolently, 
about 60 people occupied all four lanes of 
Salina St., just north of James alongside the 
Post-Standard building. Yarn was woven 
across the streets, a die-in occurred, and 
people chanted and drummed for an end to 
the war. A banner held across the road read, 
“Sorry, road closed due to US government 

killing of Iraqi civilians.”
The street was held for over an hour. 

Eventually the police declared the gathering 
an “unlawful assembly.” Everyone who 
remained in the street was arrested, along 
with several others who had committed 
such high crimes as taking photos and 
drumming after they’d been told to stop 
– for a total of 22 people.

SPC fully supports everyone who took 
democracy and free speech into their hands 
today and will do support work as their 
cases go through the court system.

Activist Skill Shares
We have just one activist skill share left 
in our series – “Outreach and Publicity,” 
Wednesday, April 9, 6:30-8:30 at Women’s 
Info (601 Allen St.). Through the series 
we met a few new folks, reconnected with 
some and shared ideas. There was enough 
interest in the puppet-making/street theatre 
session that we’re considering a longer 
follow-up session. If you might be inter-

March 19, 2008, downtown Syracuse
Photos: Michael Greenlar

End the US Occupation of Iraq
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continued on page 8 bottom

Weekly Peace Outreach
Politicians won’t end the war without 
strong grassroots pressure. Help keep 
it up…

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
April 1 Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown)
April 8 Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and Rt. 
173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius 
April 15 Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina 
St. (Valley)
April 22 James St. and Thompson 
Rd. (Northside)
April 29 S. Salina St. and E. Colvin 
St. (Southside)

SPC in Action / from previous page
War (IVAW), was called Winter Soldier, 
in recognition of the first Winter Soldier
hearing, sponsored by Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War in 1971. 

With SU’s Student Peace Action 
Network, SPC organized a Rock Against 
the War benefit in late February to support
Winter Soldier. This was followed by edu-
cational events at Le Moyne College and 
Syracuse University (both co-sponsored 
with student groups). In early March, SPC 
hosted a screening of Winter Soldier, the 
documentary of the 1971 hearing, which also 
featured a panel of IVAW and Veterans for 
Peace members. Throughout all of this, we 
worked hard to promote the Winter Soldier 
hearings in the mainstream media.

We raised $800 to help local IVAW 
members attend the hearing. Thanks to 
those who helped and spoke, in particular 
Laura Bruner, Dave Lester, Rose Viviano, 
Carol Baum, Phil Aliff, Mike Blake, Bill 
Cross, Joe Heath and Eli Wright.

The hearings were broadcast over the 
internet and Dish Network TV. Audio of 
the hearing is available at www.warcome-
shome.org; video, as it becomes available, 
will be on www.ivaw.org. SPC will 
schedule public viewing times over 
the next month. Contact Carol.

SPC Birthday/Fall Plans
SPC has been forced to reschedule 
our Birthday Celebration after 
learning that Howard Zinn couldn’t 
come for our April 26 date due to 
a family illness. At press time we 
are trying to book another inspir-
ing speaker for an early fall date. 
A benefit of having a fall dinner is
that our meal can be composed of 
locally-produced foods from the fall 
harvest. Contact Andy.

Move Update
Due to requests from the SPC space reno-
vators (many of whom are volunteers), as 
well as the volume of anti-war activism that 
has been generated this month, SPC has 
moved “The Move” date two weeks. Please 
join us on Saturday, April 12 starting at 
9 am as SPC moves into our new home at 
the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social 
Justice (2013 E. Genesee St., Syracuse). 

During the week of April 7, we’ll need 
people to help with packing. On April 12, 
we’ll need vans or trucks, people to help 

lift and carry, and people to provide food 
and snacks. Contact Carol or Jessica.

We apologize that our projected date 
move date has changed several times, but 
it’s a momentous undertaking for SPC. We 
very much appreciate everyone who has 
worked to prepare our space, the Center 
Board for its work, and SPC’s general 
community for your patience.

Bowl-a-thon
On Sunday, March 2, 115 people participated 
in SPC’s annual Strike for Peace Bowl-a-
thon at Flamingo Bowl in Liverpool. A 
raucous good time was had by all, with 
prizes distributed for biggest age spread 
on a team (59 years!), highest score, best 
team name (Pre-emptive Strike) and most 
creative costume. We also initiated a new 
annual tradition with a highly coveted 
bowling shoe trophy awarded each session 
for team spirit. We’re still receiving pledge 
checks in the mail, but have already raised 
$1700 to support SPC’s work. Thanks to 
all those who participated, and especially 
to committee members Joan Conley, Ruth 
Florey, Rae Kramer, Jessica Maxwell and 
Wendy Yost.

NOON Plans for          
Spring Activity

As part of our ongoing effort to be good 
neighbors, members from Neighbors of 
the Onondaga Nation (NOON) spent an 
enjoyable evening in early March eating 
and socializing with friends from the On-
ondaga Nation. Thanks to Sandy Bigtree 
and Phil Arnold for hosting the event and 
to Candee Wadsworth and Sue Eiholzer 
for organizing work.

With the assistance of two interns from 
Syracuse University’s new Community 

Fellows program, NOON is planning an 
educational event as part of SU’s MayFest 
on Tuesday, April 22 at 1 pm at Hendricks 
Chapel. One intern is researching the way 
Onondaga and Haudenosaunee history 
and current life are taught in Central New 
York schools. Her research will be used to 
fuel efforts to change NYS curriculum so 

that young people receive accurate 
information about both the history 
and current situation of our native 
neighbors. Contact Andy. 

Tabling Outreach 
Coordinators Needed 

SPC often has information tables 
at events – it is a great way to get 
out information and an opportunity 
to talk with people holding varying 
points of view. We hope to create 
a team of 2-3 people to organize 
tabling. What this entails:

• Arrange places/events at which to 
table

• Find people to staff the table
• Prepare the materials
• Replenish supplies as needed
• Improve the look of the displays 
Experienced former tabling coordinators 

will train you. It is more time intensive in 
the spring/summer than the fall/winter.

Contact Carol.

No Noose in the ‘Cuse
In early March SPC was approached by the 
National Action Network (NAN) to provide 

The NOON bowling team seeking, with limited success to 
“Strike” for Peace. Photo: Michelle Bersani
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continued on next page

Maurice Isserman teaches US history at 
Hamilton College in Clinton, NY. Among his 
books is America Divided: The Civil War of the 
1960s, co-authored with Michael Kazin.

RIGHT  &  LAW:
Can They be on Speaking Terms?
Maurice Isserman

Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in 
the least degree, resign his conscience 
to the legislator? Why has every man a 
conscience, then? I think that we should 
be men first, and subjects afterward. It is
not desirable to cultivate a respect for the 
law, so much as for the right.
– Henry David Thoreau, “Civil Disobedi-
ence,” 1849.

Politics, it is often said, is the art of the 
possible, and there lies the rub for many 
anti-war activists. We often find ourselves,
at least temporarily, at odds with popular 
opinion and electoral majorities. Five 
years ago when the Iraq war began in a 
climate of public hysteria about terrorist 
threats skillfully manipulated by the Bush 
administration, it was the rare elected of-
ficial from either party who joined ranks
with the anti-war movement or supported 
our cause on the floor of Congress. To take
an example unfortunately close to home, in 
October 2002 New York Senators Hillary 
Clinton and Charles Schumer both supported 
the resolution authorizing President George 
W. Bush to deploy United States armed 
forces against Iraq. Never has there been 
a clearer example of an instance where, 
in Thoreau’s terms, respect for “the right” 
and obedience to “the law” were at greater 
odds. Senator Clinton’s subsequent back-
peddling on the issue of the war does not 
inspire renewed confidence inherprinciples
or her leadership. The peace movement’s 
traditional reliance on direct action tactics 
– from Henry David Thoreau’s refusal to 
pay taxes in support of the Mexican War, 
to the draft resistance movement of the 
1960s, and on to the marches, vigils and 
acts of civil disobedience that have followed 
the invasion of Iraq – has also reinforced 
a skeptical attitude among many anti-war 
activists regarding the value of electoral 
politics. 

 But in this election year it is useful to 

remember – and also to remind 
our elected officials – that in
the past, courageous politicians 
have taken principled stands 
against reckless and unjust wars. 
Respect for “the right” and for 
“the law” are not inevitably at 
odds. Consider, for example, 
the stand taken by an obscure 
first-term Congressman from
Illinois in 1846. Abraham Lin-
coln was one of a group of Whig 
Congressmen who regarded 
the war against Mexico as a 
land-grab on behalf of the slave-
owning South. He voted against 
the declaration of war (as did 
former President John Quincy 
Adams, who served many years 
in the House of Representatives 
following his time in the White 
House), and continued to speak 
out against the war thereafter. 
Lincoln argued that the war was 
not simply an act of aggression 
against a neighbor who posed no 
real threat to the United States, 
but also undermined democracy at home. 
As he wrote to his law partner William 
H. Herndon back in Illinois on February 
15, 1848:

Allow the President to invade a neigh-
boring nation whenever he shall deem 
it necessary to repel an invasion… 
and you allow him to make war at 
pleasure… If to-day he should choose 
to say he thinks it necessary to invade 
Canada to prevent the British from 
invading us, how could you stop him? 
You may say to him, “I see no prob-
ability of the British invading us”; but 
he will say to you, “Be silent: I see it, 
if you don’t.”

The provision of the Constitution giv-
ing the war making power to Congress 
was dictated, as I understand it, by the 
following reasons: kings had always 
been involving and impoverishing their 
people in wars, pretending generally, if 
not always, that the good of the people 
was the object. This [the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787] understood to 
be the most oppressive of all kingly 

oppressions, and they resolved to so 
frame the Constitution that no one man 
should hold the power of bringing this 
oppression upon us.

“Liberation and Salvation”
In 1861, newly-elected President Lincoln 
had a war forced upon him by Southern 
secessionists. He fought to preserve the 
Union and eventually to free the slaves 
(and even some dedicated pacifists like
abolitionist leader William Lloyd Garrison 
decided that the cause of emancipation 
made it necessary to support this particular 
war). Lincoln deeply believed in the Union 
cause, but he was careful in his public ut-
terances not to confuse his own policies or 
the interests of the nation with that of God’s 
will. As he noted in his second inaugural 
address, delivered just a month before his 
assassination in the spring of 1865, when 
war began between the North and the South 
four years earlier, both sides 

“…read the same Bible and pray[ed] 

Graphic: Unknown
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Right & Law / from previous page

to the same God, and each invoke[d] 
His aid against the other. It may seem 
strange that any men should dare to ask 
a just God’s assistance in wringing their 
bread from the sweat of other men’s 
faces, but let us judge not, that we be 
not judged. The prayers of both could 
not be answered. That of neither has 
been answered fully. The Almighty 
has His own purposes.”

LaFollette as “a skunk who should be 
hanged,” but LaFollette stood his ground, 
not only in opposition to the war, but in 
defense of the civil liberties of anti-war 
dissenters, many of whom were packed 
off to prison by the Wilson administra-
tion. In the aftermath of the “war to end 
all wars,” many in the US decided that 
LaFollette had been vindicated by sub-
sequent events, including the division of 
territorial spoils that followed among the 
victors (a redrawing of the imperial map 

Alaska voted against the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution in August 1964, which Lyndon 
Johnson used to justify his subsequent 
escalation of the war.

A coalition of radical pacifists, campus
anti-war groups and civil rights advocates 
initiated the movement to oppose the Viet 
Nam War in the aftermath of the Gulf of 
Tonkin events. But they would soon be 
joined by dissenters in Congress. Senator 
J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, came to regret his vote for the Gulf 
of Tonkin Resolution, and (unlike, say, 
Hillary Clinton) he redeemed himself 
with a clear, forceful and profound con-
demnation of the policies and attitudes 
that had led to the Viet Nam debacle. In 
1966, he declared:

“...a great nation is particularly sus-
ceptible to the idea that its power is a 
sign of God’s favor, conferring upon 
it a special responsibility for other 
nations — to make them richer and 
happier and wiser, to remake them, 
that is, in its own shining image. Power 
confuses itself with virtue and tends 
also to take itself for omnipotence. 
Once imbued with the idea of a mis-
sion, a great nation easily assumes that 
it has the means as well as the duty to 
do God’s work.”

Senators Eugene McCarthy, Robert and 
Ted Kennedy, George McGovern, Mark 
Hatfield and others would join Fulbright
in opposition to American policies in Viet 
Nam. They would be reinforced in the 
House of Representatives by a group of 
Congressmen who owed their election to 
their opposition to the war, including Allard 
Lowenstein, Bella Abzug, Father Robert 
Drinan, Ron Dellums and others. 

Radicals in the streets and liberals in 
Congress were often at odds in the 1960s 
and early 1970s, and there is no point in 
pretending otherwise. But with the pas-
sage of time it becomes increasingly clear 
that both contributed to the creation of a 
powerful, democratic revulsion against the 
war in Viet Nam. In the coming election 
year, let us keep our eye on “the right,” as 
Thoreau would have us do. An independent 
and active anti-war movement is essential, 
but it also matters who sits in Congress 
and in the White House. And as things 
are shaping up as of this writing, this may 
prove a year in which we can bring “right” 
and “law” into being, at the very least, on 
speaking terms with one another.

Syracusans say “No Business As Usual” during war and occupation. Amber Coon, Richard Vallejo and 
Gary Bonaparte are arrested by Syracuse Police for blocking Salina St. on the 5th  anniversary of the 
Iraq War, March 19, 2008. Photo: Michael Greenlar

that included British occupation of the 
newly-created state of Iraq in the 1920s, 
and the bloody suppression of the Iraqi 
resistance that ensued).

“Power and Virtue”
The threat posed by the spread of fascism 
and the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
meant there would be little opposition to 
Franklin Roosevelt’s request for a declara-
tion of war on December 8, 1941. In the 
Korean War of 1950-1953 President Harry 
Truman never asked for a declaration of war, 
thus setting a precedent that would reshape 
the power of the executive to launch wars 
without formal congressional approval. 
By the time the war in Viet Nam became 
a major conflict in the mid-1960s, the tra-
dition of anti-war opposition in Congress 
was at a low ebb. Only Senators Wayne 
Morse of Oregon and Ernest Gruening of 

Subsequent Presidents, alas, have not 
always been as scrupulous in distinguish-
ing between the Almighty’s purposes 
and their own. In the First World War, 
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed that Allied 
victory over Germany would bring the 
world “redemption,” for “nothing less 
depends upon this decision than the lib-
eration and salvation of the world.” But 
50 Congressmen and six Senators voted 
against Wilson’s request for a declaration 
of war against Germany in April 1917, 
notwithstanding an atmosphere of public 
hysteria very similar to that we have wit-
nessed in more recent days. Among those 
opposing Wilson was Senator Robert M. 
(“Fighting Bob”) LaFollette of Wisconsin, 
a Republican and leading figure in the
Progressive movement, who regarded the 
war as “senseless and useless.” Former 
President Teddy Roosevelt denounced 
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Andy and Heather hope to share food with 
you some Saturday afternoon.

Food Not Bombs Syracuse
Andy Testo and Heather Snogles

 
Food Not Bombs (FNB) is one of the fastest 
growing revolutionary movements gaining 
momentum throughout the world. There are 
hundreds of autonomous chapters sharing 
free vegetarian food with hungry people 
and protesting war and poverty.  This 
energetic grassroots movement is active 
throughout the Americas, Europe, Africa, 
the Middle East, Asia and Australia. Food 
Not Bombs organizes for peace and an end 
to the occupations 
of Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Palestine. For 
more than 25 years 
the movement has 
worked to end hunger 
and has supported 
actions to stop the 
globalization of the 
economy, restrictions 
to the movements of 
people, and exploita-
tion and destruction of 
the Earth.

Food Not Bombs 
is often the first to
provide food and sup-
plies to the survivors 
of natural disasters 
and terrorist attacks. 
During the first three
days after the 1989 
earthquake, FNB was 
the only organization in San Francisco 
providing hot meals to the survivors, and 
the Long Beach chapter provided food 
after the North Ridge earthquake. Food 
Not Bombs was also the first to provide
hot meals to the rescue workers responding 
to the September 11 World Trade Center 
attacks. FNB volunteers were among 
the first to provide food and help to the
survivors of the tsunami in Asia and hur-
ricane Katrina. Our volunteers organized a 
national collection program and delivered 
bus and truckloads of food and supplies to 
the Gulf region. We have been one of the 
only organizations sharing daily meals in 
New Orleans since Katrina. You can rely 
on Food Not Bombs in a disaster; we are 

ready to help when needed.
Food Not Bombs Syracuse is an au-

tonomous group of individuals in Syracuse, 
participating in the FNB movement as a 
whole, and working specifically against
oppression, hunger and occupation, and 
toward intentional and participatory com-
munity. We are the 4th discrete incarnation 
of FNB in Syracuse. Many of our corps of 
volunteers have either participated in FNB 
elsewhere in the past, or had the desire 
to create a chapter in their hometown. A 
group of 10 or 12 of us got together several 

meals, clean gently used clothing, groceries 
and friendship with folks downtown every 
Saturday afternoon for well over a year 
now. On average we share our meal with 
20-30 folks each week, none of whom are 
turned away due to race, class, religion, 
gender or any other irrelevant label. Our 
preparations are not just in the kitchen; it 
takes a few devoted volunteers many hours 
of work throughout the week to ensure 
success each Saturday. We spend most of 
our time collecting food that will otherwise 
go to waste from groceries big and small. 

We also spend time 
each week getting the 
word out about the 
program and trying 
to establish working 
relationships with new 
businesses that will 
donate their leftover 
vegetarian-friendly 
food to us. Further, 
we do outreach on 
behalf of the ideals we 
represent and outreach 
to folks who can use 
a helping hand.

Beyond our week-
ly mealshare we have 
participated in  a num-
ber of strongly related 
events -  from sharing 
free food and marching  
in the 9/29/07 Syra-
cuse anti-war march, to 

sharing free food outside the McDonalds on  
Erie Boulevard honoring Anti-McDonalds 
Day, to participating in a punk music benefit
for us a few months ago.

We can always use more help and fresh 
ideas. We would definitely love to help new
FNB chapters in the region, while expanding 
sustainably ourselves (i.e. more meals per 
week!). The best and easiest way for you 
to get involved is to simply show up at our 
kitchen the next Saturday you can. Bring 
a friend and appropriate clothes for the 
weather as our mealshares are outside. Get 
in touch to help with donations or expand 
your knowledge about FNB in  general 
- FoodNotBombsSyracuse@riseup.net or 
myspace.com/foodnotbombssyracuse.

Meet up with us in the kitchen at 101 
Jerome Street every Saturday from noon 
until 2:45 pm, or downtown in Hanover 
Square from 3-5 pm.

Novembers ago to get to know each other, 
try to assess our community’s needs, and 
attempt to provide some relief with what 
means we could. After two planning meet-
ings we were excited to move forward and 
we began sharing meals.

Like all FNB chapters we organize 
around several key principles, including 
non-violence, operating on a consensus-
based model and sharing vegetarian food. 
Beyond these core values we encourage 
you to check out the Food Not Bombs 
Handbook, written by co-founders C.T. 
Butler and Keith McHenry. You can read 
it online at www.foodnotbombs.net. It’s a 
truly great read for any advocate and activist; 
you can learn about setting up your own 
chapter, recipes for what to do with that 
hundred pounds of apples you just scored, 
and many other FNB-related topics.

FNB Syracuse has been sharing free hot 

Graphic: Food Not Bombs
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Leyana is 13, home schooled, and loves read-
ing, writing, horseback riding, and nature.

Power Hogs
Leyana Dessauer

How many things that have to be plugged 
in and are used every day can you think of? 
There are lights, computers, printers and 
phones. Kitchens have blenders, toasters, 
microwaves and dishwashers. TVs, wash-
ers and dryers are all used daily – and they 
use plenty of electricity. Without the huge 
amounts of electricity people depend on 
for all those electrical appliances, our lives 
would be completely different.

The problem is that most of the elec-

tricity we use is made by burning 
fossil fuels that pollute the earth. 
More than 50% of power in New York 
State comes from natural gas, coal 
and oil (29% is nuclear). These energy 
sources (aside from being non-renewable 
and running out fast) are responsible for 
about 1/3 of greenhouse gases present in 
the atmosphere. Greenhouse gases are 
gasses including carbon dioxide that are 
now in the atmosphere in dangerously high 
quantities. They create an invisible blanket 
around the earth, trapping warmth from the 
sun’s rays instead of letting it radiate out 
from the earth. As the earth’s temperature 
rises, glaciers melt, sea levels go up and 
weather patterns change drastically. This 
can cause floods, droughts, hurricanes, 
tsunamis and other natural disasters. Global 
warming takes away animals’ habitats and 
changes the climates they need to survive. 
Arctic and Antarctic species are particularly 
affected – their homes are melting. Plant 
species are also hurt by climate change. 
Our convenient power usage has a price 
– the Earth’s health. 

The technology to make green power 

is already in existence, and some is in use. 
Around 20% of New York’s power is made 
from renewable resources, mostly large-scale 
hydro. Using less electricity is also very 
important. Small actions like turning off 
lights when not needed, hang-drying laundry 
and unplugging TVs and computers when 
not in use will help save electricity. The less 
electricity used the better, because in order 
to curb global warming we need to stop 
burning fossil fuels altogether. Obviously 
this does not appeal to anyone involved in 
the oil industry. Fossil fuels are now the 
biggest commodity in the world.

It’s very scary growing up on a planet 
that’s suffering so much and knowing that 
the earth is in trouble, because of us. But we 
do have the means to make and use power 
differently. The question is, will we?

Youth Voices is a new 
column for youth ages 6 to 

18. The topic for April, May 
and June is the environment. 
Submissions may be essays 

(200-400 words), poetry 
(25 lines), or artwork, 

sent to:
leyanadessauer
@yahoo.com.

YOUTH VOICES

SPC in Action / from page 4

peacekeeping support at a demonstration 
calling on the city to assure that the fire 
department is “bias free.” The energetic 
demonstration responded to an incident 
involving a noose and some new recruits in 
the Syracuse Fire Department. SPC looks 
forward to additional opportunities to work 
with NAN to build a more peaceful and 
just community. Contact NAN at 424-1262, 
nansyracuse@gmail.com.

SPC Nominated for 
Common Cents

SPC has once again been nominated to 
receive a Common Cents donation from 
the Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit 
Union (SCFCU). A special feature of 
SCFCU’s VISA check card is that purchases 
made with it generate “small change” for 
the Credit Union, which is then awarded 
to community organizations. Community 
organizations are nominated and voting 
for the final awards occurs until May 31. If 
you are a SCFCU member, please consider 

General Dr. Asha-Rose Migiro of Tanzania. 
Dr. Migiro is a lawyer by training and was 
formerly a Professor of Law at the Uni-
versity of Dar es Salaam. Walter Robinson 
Davies, Minister of Regional Development 
of Costa Rica, and an SPC spokesperson 
will also speak. Space is limited; contact 
SPC for a ticket.

Activist Appreciation: 
Debbie Olson

Debbie Olson quietly undertook an amaz-
ing task – as a gift to SPC, she created an 
index of the Peace Newsletter that spans 
1936-1985. A professional indexer and 
librarian, she spent 425+ hours on this 
project, starting in December 2005 in honor 
of SPC’s 70th birthday, and concluding in 
September 2007. The index comes in two 
parts: 1936-1960 and 1961-1985. Both are 
available as pdfs on SPC’s website and 
Debbie’s website (www.olson-info.com).

Anyone who has ever searched for par-
ticular information in a PNL can appreciate 
how incredibly helpful an index is. Thank 
you, Debbie, for your incredible gift.

voting for SPC. 
In February, SPC received a Com-

mon Cents award of $457 from last year’s 
vote.Thanks to Credit Union members for 
nominating and voting for SPC, and to the 
Credit Union for its support. 

Dr. King’s Vision of Peace 
and Social Justice

The Peace Council 
is co-sponsoring 
an upcoming 
forum entitled 
“Martin Lu-
ther King and 
the Vision of 
World Peace 
a n d  S o c i a l 
Justice.” Orga-
nized by Syracuse 
University’s Africa Initiative, the forum 
is scheduled for 5 pm on Friday, April 4, 
the 40th anniversary of Dr. King’s assas-
sination, at Joyce Hergenhan Auditorium, 
Newhouse III on the SU campus. The 
headline speaker is UN Deputy Secretary-
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continued on next page

Many in the Syracuse community, includ-
ing peace and social justice activists, have 
been encouraged by SU Chancellor Nancy 
Cantor’s efforts to increase the university’s 
engagement with and accountability to 
society. At the same time, over the past 
several years, people who know Syracuse 
University have noticed a growing presence 
on campus of programs connected to the 
US military. These include (aside from the 
long-standing ROTC program) the Defense 
Comptrollership Program (DCP) in the 
School of Management; the Military Motion 
Media Program (MMMP) and the Military 
Photojournalism Program (MPP) in the 
Newhouse School; the National Security 
Studies Program (NSS) in the Maxwell 
School; and the Institute for National 
Security and Counterterrorism (INSCT) 
in the Maxwell and Law Schools.

Like most universities, a basic ambigu-
ity lies at the heart of SU’s identity as an 
institution of “higher learning”: supporting 
elite power but also striving to keep open 
a democratic space for the critique of that 
power. While we agree that any university 
must be a place where all ideas can be 
heard – including military ones – we feel 
the growth of military-oriented programs 

at SU raises important questions we as a 
community need to engage. What is the 
appropriate role of the University relating 
to the military? What is at risk when that 
relationship becomes increasingly cozy? 
Does the growth of military-oriented pro-
grams on campus put intellectual diversity 
at risk? Does Department of Defense or 
Homeland Security funding skew university 
research goals, methods and results?

This special section of the Peace Newslet-
ter only begins to address these questions. We 
invited contributions from SU faculty with 
informed views about the university-military 
relationship. In the future, we hope to deepen 
the conversation by soliciting the views of 
students, staff and community people. Most 
importantly, we want this conversation to 
stimulate others to start filling the astonish-
ingly large holes in our knowledge about the 
Syracuse University/military connection. 
Further analyses and investigations, and the 
dialogue they generate, are crucial to our 
community, to democracy, and to the struggle 
for a more peaceful and just society.

Below are a few resources to con-
textualize this issue in hopes readers will 
pursue it further.
On militarization at Syracuse University: 

• “Syracuse University Enlists in the 
Global War on Terror” by Linda Ford 
and Ira Glunts. (www.zmag.org/content/
print_article.cfm ?itemID=13440&sec
tionID=40).

On the militarization of US universities:
• Giroux, Henry A. The University in 

Chains: Confronting the Military-In-
dustrial-Academic Complex. Boulder, 
CO: Paradigm Press, 2007. 

• Fiatpax (www.fiatpax.net) A resource
on science, technology, militarism and 
universities. 

On militarization of US society: 
• Bacevich, Andrew. The New American 

Militarism. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2005. 

• Lutz, Catherine. Homefront: A Military 
City and the American Twentieth Cen-
tury. Boston: Beacon Press, 2001.

On the global context of militarization: 
• Enloe, Cynthia. Globalization and Mili-

tarism: Feminists Make the Link. New 
York: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers,
Inc., 2007.

–John Burdick and Diane Swords
guest editors for this special section

Don Mitchell is Distinguished Professor 
of Geography at SyracuseUniversity and-
Director of People’s Geography Project. 

The Insidious Work of the University:
From Nationalism to Excellence to Entrepreneurialism
Don Mitchell

The business of universities is chasing 
money. This has not always been the case.  
From the  founding of the “modern” uni-
versity in Germany in the middle of the 
19th century until – perhaps – the early to 
mid 1960s, the business of universities was 
nation-building.  Universities were sites 
for the production not only of national 
culture (through the promotion of various 
humanities disciplines), but also in learn-
ing to regulate national populations (in the 

burgeoning social sciences), and in creating 
nationally-based sciences.  Military science 
and instruction were, historically, a central 
part of this nation-building enterprise.

As Bill Readings (once an SU profes-
sor) detailed in his book, The University 
in Ruins, the “post-modern” university no 
longer had nation-building as its guiding 
ideology.  Rather, in the wake of the global 
upheavals of the post-World War II period, 
colleges became what Readings called “uni-
versities of excellence:” they had no other 
raison d’etre than “excellence” itself.  Of 
course “excellence” is an empty term, and 
Readings’ point was that under this banner 
room was made for all kinds of things: cor-
porate-led (or -controlled) science; radical 

social science; abstruse theory; you name it.  
All that mattered was that each university 
was more excellent than the other.  

The true proof of excellence, of 
course, is cold, hard cash. The bigger 
the endowment, the more numerous the 
grants, the flashier the donations, the better
the university.  Money is not pursued so 
that scholarship may be advanced; rather 
scholarship is advanced so that money may 
be pursued.  The most interesting fact of 
this state of affairs is this: it means that in 
universities there was now room for just 
about anything.  Marxist geographers or 

Syracuse University: A player in the
Military-Industrial-Academic Complex?
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need to take a hard look at the growing cult 
of entrepreneurship.  Universities are in 
the business of chasing money and one of 
SU’s biggest catches in recent years was 
a $3 million dollar grant from the Ewing 
Marion Kauffman Foundation to establish 
a “Syracuse Campus-Community Entrepre-
neurship Initiative.”  Those of us who work 
and study in the university know, now, that 
each of us must become (for there is money 
to be had!) “entrepreneurial” professors, 
“entrepreneurial” students, “entrepreneurial” 
secretaries and janitors.  

Chancellor Cantor says, “The Syracuse 
Campus-Community Entrepreneurship 
Initiative will allow us to embed an en-
trepreneurial mindset across our campus 
and throughout the region and leverage the 
educational, business and cultural capital 
in Central New York in ways that will truly 
transform our communities.”  Perhaps, but 
the whole language of entrepreneurialism 
actually works against exactly these goals.  
It is a language of narrow “accountability,” 
of “personal responsibility,” and, crucially, 
of exploitation.  It is not a language of 
solidarity or of justice or even remotely of 
welfare.  It is not a language of peace.

Indeed, it is the language of com-
monsense, which is to say the language 
of domination.  As Syracuse University’s 
ROTC program says, if you become a cadet, 
you will be “learning skills that are sure to 
give an edge over your peers when it comes 

anthropologists occupy offices next to
professors committed to deepening the 
neoliberal destruction of social welfare; 
and military scientists share buildings 
with anti-nuke physicists. As long as 
each – in his or her own way – can prove 
excellence with publications, applica-
tions from aspiring grad students, but 
especially grants, gifts, or consulting 
contracts, then each is welcome.  The 
only ground for exclusion is a failure 
to be excellent.

In such a circumstance, it becomes 
not just difficult, but in fact almost impos-
sible, to fight against military money on
campus, against ROTC, against defense 
contracts, against the use of university 
facilities to advance the killing machine 
of US military might, against programs 
like Syracuse’s National Security Studies, 
or its Institute for National Security and 
Counterterrorism, for there is no sound 
ideological basis upon which to do so.  
By inviting all these in – just so long as 
they bring their money with them – the 
university is doing not just as it should, 
but as it must.  And besides, if a university 
were to get rid of this excellent program 
in (say) learning to be culturally sensitive 
occupiers of foreign lands, then what would 
keep it from getting rid of that excellent 
program in (say) the critical analysis of 
geopolitical power?

For those of us interested in struggling 
for a more just world, a world in which 
US military might and US imperialism 
are things of the past, our target cannot 
be – or cannot only be – specific programs
(like Maxwell’s National Security Studies 
program), but our target must also – and 
especially – be the university itself.  We 
need to raise the question not of what the 
nationalist university, or the university of 
excellence was, but what the university of 
justice could and should be.  And we must 
demand answers.

When we demand answers we cannot 
only train our eyes on particularly odious 
examples of military entanglement in 
university work and life, but we must note 
those seemingly more innocent and thus 
more insidious programs and projects of 
the university that promote the remaking 
of the world – and of our own lives – in 
a way more suitable to US-led capitalist 
hegemony.

In Syracuse, for example, those of us 
interested in the construction of a just world 

time to look for a job.”  You will be 
trained for “Leadership, Excellence.”  
While there is, apparently, a course in 
“Military Skills,” both the SU and the 
National Army ROTC website neglect to 
mention that what one in these programs 
is being trained to do, at root, is kill: 
to be the very agents of the so-called 
legitimate use of violence around the 
world.  According to the Army’s national 
ROTC website, students are trained to 
be Officers, and “Being an Officer in
the US Army means you’re a leader, a 
counselor, a strategist and a motivator. 
It’s similar to being a vital manager in 
a corporation.”  SU’s Whitman School 
program on “Entrepreneurship and 
Emerging Enterprises,” notes that be-
ing an entrepreneurial leader “is about 
bringing a spirit of innovativeness, 
calculated risk-taking, and proactive 
behavior to everything you do.”  The 
parallel language is, I think, hardly 
accidental.

That is because at a global scale 
“entrepreneurialism” is a code word 

for the implementation of a certain kind 
of neoliberal capitalism, in which, as the 
geographer David Harvey has argued 
so forcefully, accumulation – that is the 
chasing of money – is always a function 
of dispossession.  Such exploitation re-
quires both the “calculated risk-taking” 
of the civilian entrepreneur, and military 
officers who are driven-to-success and who
are mission-oriented.  One is impossible 
without the other.

We rarely think of entrepreneurialism 
that way of course.  Rather, those of us in 
the university salivate at the announcement 
of various “e-professor” grants, the winning 
of which will further prove our excellence 
and further cement our place in the academy.  
We figure that whatever exploitation might
be necessary in our gaining and use of the 
grant, in our becoming truly entrepreneurial, 
will be slight and worth it.  

But what we miss in that calculation 
is the transformative effect of the cult of 
entrepreneurship on what a university is 
and what it could be.  When all are entre-
preneurs, all “excellent” in this narrow 
and neoliberal way, there is little room for 
alternative visions of justice.

There is also – still – little basis for 
contesting the further entanglement of 
universities and imperial militaries, since 
they too are merely being entrepreneurial 

Insidious / continued from page 9

continued on next page

Graphic: Unknown
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in their actions (for what institution is there 
that is better than the military at “organizing 
available resources in new and valuable 
ways” as entrepreneurship is often defined,
and as the Army ROTC makes so clear).  
The growing cult of entrepreneurship is 
an increasingly important means by which 
US hegemony is projected, internally and 
around the world.  The link between military 
power and entrepreneurship is neither new 
nor slight – a Google search on “military 
entrepreneurship” returns some 1,850,000 
pages – but what is important here is the 
way in which the language of entrepreneur-
ship becomes a neutralizing language, and 
the way it becomes the means by which 
imperial militaries are welcomed back into 
the university: Syracuse’s ROTC, NSS, 

continued on next page

Insidious / continued from page 10 Institute for National Security and Counter 
Terrorism, and the like, are, in their public 
presentations, all grandly intellectual, and 
grandly entrepreneurial – that is, grandly 
American.  As the Whitman School puts it, 
students become people who understand 
entrepreneurship as a “philosophy of life” 
(or as the National Security Studies program 
puts it, people who want to “grow [their] 
skills and competence”).  The cult of entre-
preneurialism, which changes us as social 
subjects, also changes the university: it gives 
the university a new raison d’etre: building 
skills and inculcating a highly constricted 
“philosophy of life.”  The university as a 
nation-building institution returns, but this 
time as a hideous, imperialist monster: it 
sets out to remake the world – and us – in 
the image of exploitative American – en-
trepreneurial – capitalism, the needs and 

desires of all those not interested in this 
“philosophy of life” be damned.

The business of the university is chas-
ing money.  The business of the university, 
that is, is now to be entrepreneurial.  Uni-
versities are no longer incubators of the 
kind of citizenship and nationhood that 
marked the modern era; nor mere engines 
of an undefined excellence; now they are
training grounds for entrepreneurs. As 
universities take on the role of making 
all of us better entrepreneurs, who can 
deny the importance of universities also 
taking on the role of better training the 
bureaucrats of empire to be efficient and
creative imperial entrepreneurs? And who 
can deny that soldiers too must be trained 
to be more entrepreneurial – more creative, 
more reactive, more focused on the bottom 
line – killers?

Robert is professor of anthropology and in-
ternational relations at the Maxwell School, 
a faculty associate of INSCT and a former 
director of PARC. 

The Delicate Balance Between the 
University and the Military
Robert A. Rubinstein

While there are legitimate functions for the 
military in the contemporary world, milita-
rism – the organization of society to promote 
the military as a privileged institution of 
the state rather than organizing the military 
to serve the society – is a destructive and 
distorting force. Economic practices are 
bent to support the military project. There 
are high rates of intra-familial violence at 
military bases and in their surrounding 
communities, and death and destruction 
are unleashed when the US military goes 
to war. The US is now engaged in wars of 
choice that only the most myopic observers 
would not see as imperial in their effect, 
if not in their design. 

Thus, one might view too close a re-
lationship between the university and the 
military with some concern – as I do. But, 
first I want to explain why the relationship
is not uniformly bad or necessarily wrong, 
and how it might provide opportunities for 
peace activists within the university and 
community, and for our overall educational 
mission.

The Transformative Power of 
Engagement
I became a professional anthropologist 
just as the Viet Nam War was ending. 
Some anthropologists cooperated with 
the counterinsurgency efforts of the US 
military in a way that led to the killing of 
the people with whom the anthropologists 
had worked. This was deeply abhorrent to 
members of our discipline. 

I began studying peacekeeping in the 
mid-1980s because it was a United Nations 
effort at cross-cultural conflictmanagement.
Some of the military peacekeepers I met 
confirmed all the negative stereotypes then
common in anthropology with which I had 
arrived. Yet, many others did not. In fact, 
some were thoughtful, compassionate and 
deeply opposed to the unnecessary use of 
violence. I realized that while anthropolo-
gists would never speak of other societies 
or institutions with a homogenizing phrase 
like “The Arabs,” we too quickly spoke of 
“The Military.” 

Subsequently, I learned more about 
the complexity of the military from my 
peacekeeping contacts. I realized there 
were significant numbers of military people
interested in having their work support 
multilateral, nonviolent policies. I met 
those people when they were majors and 
lieutenants colonel, at the stages of their 
careers when they would soon move up 

from tactical, on-the-ground roles to roles 
in which they would give strategic mili-
tary advice to their civilian supervisors. I 
believe that supporting those who would 
advise for multinational cooperation and 
against the unilateral use of force can be 
an important source of institutional and 
policy change.

As a conflictmanagementprofessional,

Afghanistan / Solomon Islands / Timor Leste

Peace Helmet

NZ Troops Out Now.org

You want a
peace of me?

Peace Gun

Peacekeeper

Peace Bullets

Rubenstein’s early work with UN peacekeeping 
missions led him to question stereotypes of 
the military like the one in the above image. 
Graphic: www.NZTroopsOutNow.org
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I teach that achieving durable agreements 
among conflicting parties requires that all
stakeholders be “at the table,” and that con-
flicts can be transformed when conflicting
parties engage one another. 

This is the context within which I 
evaluate the relationship between Syracuse 
University and the military. My experience 
is as a faculty member who has contributed 
to the National Security Studies program 
(NSS), the Institute for National Security 
and Counter Terrorism (INSCT), and as 
the administrator of what I characterized 
as the home for peace studies at the uni-
versity, the Program on the Analysis and 
Resolution of Conflicts (PARC).

Because I believe in engagement and 
its transformative power, I think that a 
relationship between the university and 
the military should not be rejected out-
of-hand. As long as this work does not 
involve the design of weapons systems 
or strategies for more effective killing, 
exposing military officers to the views of
faculty and students at the university can 
be a good thing. 

This means, for example, that the officers
who come to the NSS program should be 
taught by, and meet with, as wide a range 
of the university community as possible. 
These officers come to the program after 20
or more years of military service. Having 
them at the university gives us the chance 
to offer alternative ways of framing and 
analyzing situations of potential conflict,
and to support those among them who 
value multilateralism. 

Our faculty needs to be ready to engage 
the officers who are at the university. For

that reason, I have lectured in the NSS 
program and I take every opportunity I can 
to meet the program participants. My talks 
have met a variety of responses: strenuous 
objection, engaged discussion and even 
agreement and approval. 

There is a real potential to effect for 
the better how participants in the NSS 
program approach their jobs, and INSCT 
creates a welcome opportunity to dem-
onstrate for students the importance of 
multilateral action.

A Question of Balance
There is of course also reason to be con-
cerned about the relationship. The distort-
ing effects of militarism are sometimes 
quite subtle. It is to the possible subtle, 
distorting effects of the relationship that 
we must be alert. 

When I was PARC director, the admin-
istration was keen that our programs display 
political balance. Thus, for example, when 
the Syracuse Social Movements Initiative 
(SSMI) seemed to be engaging only pro-
gressive organizations, the administration in 
the Maxwell School insisted that we make 
extra efforts to reach out to conservative 
and religious social movements.

Yet the NSS and other military programs 
at the university appear to be free of similar 
pressures to present the full spectrum of 
views. While there are some faculty who 
participate in the program regularly, many 
of the presenters come from outside the 
university. If the faculty members whose 
voices might foster the transformations I 
spoke about are not participating in the 
NSS program, then the relationship is 
merely a legitimating façade. Even more 
dangerous would be that the emphasis 

on securing external military funding 
distort the academic decisions made by 
the administration. Such distortions might 
show up in the way funding is extended 
or not to peace and social justice oriented 
initiatives within the school, in the hiring 
of faculty to service the security oriented 
programs, or in the way student support 
is allocated. 

I have seen elimination of core financial
support for the undergraduate program in 
nonviolent conflict and change, and for
some peace and social justice projects 
like SSMI and the PARC research round-
table on structural violence in Syracuse. 
Priorities change as faculty and student 
research interests change. But in these 
three cases, faculty and student interest 
continued. Institutional constraints other 
than the pursuit of a relationship with the 
military might account for these de-fund-
ing decisions. 

Did these decisions derive from the 
growing relationship between the university 
and the military? I have no hard evidence 
that they did. Still, the NSS program 
now continues without a Department of 
Defense contract, presumably with core 
support from the university, and at a 
level not given to peace and social justice 
projects. Syracuse University is a private 
institution and is not legally required to be 
transparent about these kinds of decisions 
and allocations. As a result, members of 
the peace community, on campus and off, 
should be vigilant and vocal in insuring 
that the legitimate relationship between the 
university and the military does not bear 
bitter fruit by creating an environment in 
which peace and social justice scholarship 
and education is made unwelcome.

Balance / continued from page 11

Robin Riley is Assistant Professor in the 
Women’s and Gender Studies Department 
at Syracuse University.  She is co-editor of 
the forthcoming “Feminism and War,” Zed 
Press,  and co-editor of “Interrogating Im-
perialism: Conversations on Gender, Race 
& War,” 2006, Palgrave MacMillan.

The Price of ‘Free’ Speech
Robin Riley

Last October, Mark Rupert, Chair of Syracuse 
University’s Political Science Department, 
was contacted by Marine Major Christian 
Devine of the Department of Defense’s 

“Why We Serve Outreach Program.” 
Major Devine was interested in having the 
Political Science Department host a visit 
from this program that offers the chance 
for “uniformed service members to speak 
about their individual experiences in the 
Long War” and gives “audiences around 
the country a personal view on military 
service,” (www.whyweserve.mil). Further 
research on this program revealed that the 
purpose is to “win the war of narratives” 
about the war (Kirst, 11/29/07, blog.syracuse.
com/kirst). Professor Rupert declined Major 
Devine’s offer of propaganda advertised continued on next page

as apolitical, personal 
statements.

Professor Rupert’s 
decision not to invite this group was coun-
tered by students in Professor Bill Coplin’s 
HNR 260 “Improving Undergraduate 
Education” course offered through SU’s 
Renee Crown Honors Program, claiming 
there is “left-wing bias in American uni-
versities” (Kirst, 11/29/07). A student in 
HNR 260 explained in SU’s Daily Orange
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How liberal is the SU campus? When Gold Star mother for peace Cindy 
Sheehan (above at a protest with North Country VFP member Paul Saint-
Amand, far left) spoke at SU in Oct. 2006, a small group of protesters hung 
her in effigy. Photo: North Country Vets for Peace

‘Free’ Speech / continued from page 12 antiwar activist Cindy Sheehan, along 
with many other speakers in the Fall of 
2006, she was hanged in effigy outside
Hendrick’s Chapel. 

Cindy Sheehan’s presence on campus 
was seen as further evidence of the left-wing 
bias at SU. Her visit was not seen as occur-
ring in context – that is, on the same campus 
that had been visited by Ann Coulter, John 
Bolton and John Ashcroft – or as part of the 
daily onslaught of government produced 
and endorsed propaganda that is presented 
as history, news or popular culture. 

why the students invited the former military 
enlistees (all male) to present at several 
venues on campus: “We thought it would 
be a really good chance for students to get 
a different view on citizenship and a dif-
ferent perspective on the war in general” 
(Terruso, 11/30/07, Daily Orange).  

“A different view on citizenship?” “A 
different perspective on the war in general?” 
What are students hearing about citizenship 
and the “war in general” that would require 
countering? The view promised by Major 
Devine, that of sacrifice, duty
to family, nation, freedom, the 
“objective, non-politicized” 
(Terruso, 11/30/07) view of 
the individual soldier, is one 
that is historically established 
and freely disseminated in 
popular culture and university 
classrooms – supposed bastions 
of left-wing ideology. 

Actual alternative presen-
tations by what Major Devine 
calls “returned warriors” (Kirst, 
11/29/07) might consist of 
something like: Why lack of 
freedom at home – read rac-
ism, poverty, recent immigrant 
status – led to military service 
in a war we neither support or 
understand; or, why we, US 
women soldiers, are not safe 
from sexual assault by our own 
male colleagues in the US or 
in Iraq or Afghanistan; or maybe, why we 
can’t get adequate medical care when we 
return home from fighting in Iraq; or lastly,
why, after being encouraged to torture Iraqi 
“detainees,” we lower-level enlistees are 
the only ones who are punished. 

Students truly seeking an alternative 
viewpoint might ask why Major Devine and 
the Bush administration call the “Global War 
on Terror” the “Long War.” Is a program 
whose aim is public relations preparing 
college students, the presumed audience 
for this program, for a war without end? 
A program answering any of these above 
questions would quickly be seen by students 
and by the community as evidence of the 
leftward lean of colleges and universities 
rather than as an attempt to balance the 
prevalent view offered to students inside 
and outside of classrooms. The hue and 
cry would be enormous. When the SU 
Women’s Studies Program sponsored a 
conference on the topic of feminism and 
war and invited Gold Star mother and 

listen to a panel of agents of the govern-
ment who are speaking “objectively” and 
in a “depoliticized” fashion, or that they 
are learning what it means to be in war 
by listening to decontextualized personal 
narratives provided by one side. 

But this is not about the failings of 
students. If students are not learning, we, 
faculty and administrators of universities, 
have to examine ourselves. Are we doing 
enough, recognizing the limitations of 
institutions, to facilitate student learning? 
While universities vow to protect radical 

professors and promote the free 
exchange of ideas, the gate-keep-
ing of disciplines and systems of 
promotion work against these 
intentions. Teaching students 
about topics that are not easily 
understood or not supported in 
the popular imagination – that 
racism, sexism, and homophobia 
are flourishing inside the US, that
the US is not actually in charge 
of the world and is not always 
just in the conduct of foreign 
policy, or that there are solutions 
to international problems that 
don’t include dropping bombs 
or sending military troops – is 
challenging and risky. 

And it takes courage. It takes 
courage to articulate unpopular 
views in the classroom, to include 
voices typically caricatured or 
excluded, to challenge something 
students have long believed. It 

takes courage to risk not being liked by 
students, to be poorly evaluated, or to 
psychologically survive a bad write-up on 
ratemyprofessors.com. It takes courage to 
do work not approved of by more senior 
members of the department or by your 
colleagues, to write articles that won’t 
be published in the premier journals be-
cause of controversial content, or to risk 
the enmity of those who hold a differing 
political viewpoint as well as power over 
your career. But courage is what it will take 
to enact Professor Das Gupta’s challenge 
and to prevent the uncountered voices of 
“depoliticized” soldiers who, according 
to the Daily Orange, had little difficulty
finding venues outside the Political Science
Department to speak. Perhaps SU is not 
such a bastion of leftist thinking after all. 
Courage is a commodity in short supply 
within institutions and those that have it 
must also have sufficient energy to fight the
subsequent fall-out that occurs when courage 
is practiced. Just ask Mark Rupert.

If students taking courses in the Honors 
Program at SU, arguably the best and the 
brightest, are not asking the right questions 
about propaganda, are satisfied with one-
sided narratives as adequate information 
and are insulted by any questioning of what 
might constitute honest debate, where do 
we turn?

In the wake of the September 11, 
2001 attacks on the US and subsequent 
US bombings of Afghanistan, I organized 
some panels on campus to explore the 
relationship between gender and war. On 
the first panel Monisha Das Gupta, then
a professor in the Sociology Department, 
described her dismay at how students 
were “depoliticized” in their bewilderment 
about why “they” hate “us.” She exhorted 
all of us to examine our own pedagogical 
practice in order to insure that students 
would never feel so bewildered again. If 
we were doing the job that Professor Das 
Gupta had urged us to do, students would 
not be able, in 2007, to believe that they can 
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Prize-winning investigative journalist Seymour Hersh was the 
keynote speaker at an INSCT conference. Photo: Luke Thoms

Louis is Professor Emeritus of Sociology, 
Maxwell Professor Emeritus of Social Conflict
Studies and founding Director of the Program on 
the Analysis and Resolution of Conflicts.

SU’s Military Connections in Context
Louis Kriesberg

A variety of concerns arise when Syracuse 
University, or any US university, works 
with the US government on national se-
curity issues. Such work may potentially 
crowd out curricular and research attention 
regarding alternative approaches to such 
issues. It may affect the climate in which 
work in many arenas is done, giving undue 
weight to the conventions of the adminis-
tration in office and to reliance on military
solutions. And it may affect the content 
of the academic work done, suggesting 
directions to investigate and providing 
justifications for ongoing inappropriate
governmental practices.

The realism of such concerns depends 
on what actual work is being done and 
the relations with the government 
in doing the work. Two recent 
programs at SU have aroused some 
controversy.

The NSS and INSCT
Between 1996 and 2006, the Max-
well School had contracts with the 
Department of Defense (DOD) for 
the National Security Studies (NSS) 
program to provide leadership training 
for high-level military and civilian 
personnel (nss.edu). Presently, the 
NSS program continues, but without 
a DOD contract – the program is 
supported by the tuition generated 
by the attendees, high and mid-level 
civilian and military managers.

On a few occasions, John Murray 
and I led conflict resolution exer-
cises during the NSS’s training sessions. 
We provided readings and lectures about 
conflict resolution and organized a lengthy
simulation: participants were assigned roles 
in a simulated meeting of the deputies to US 
cabinet members. We prepared a scenario 
with several emerging crises in Afghani-
stan about which the participants were to 
develop policy recommendations. 

During this period of DOD-contracted 
programs, I think the Maxwell School and 
the participants derived benefits. Many
Syracuse faculty members had the op-

portunity to hear and meet a wide variety 
of visiting speakers and participants and 
test their own ideas. The diverse speakers 
included Andrew Bacevich, James Fal-
lows and Anthony Zinni, who respectively 
presented analyses of US imperialism, 
critiques of failing US policies in Iraq, and 
even the importance of officers challeng-
ing decisions they believe to be wrong. 
Several Maxwell faculty members also 
presented a wide variety of views. I admit 
I was surprised at the attendees’ reactions. 
The participants listened attentively and 
amiably engaged the presenters; clearly 
they wanted to hear critical analyses and 
broader approaches. And they got some of 
that, as well as traditional perspectives and 
reports by uniformed and non-uniformed 
persons in current service. 

donors. The activities 
include student and 
faculty exchanges, joint  
research projects and sponsoring sympo-
sia. The exchange of students and faculty 
between SU and the IDC is helping to 
build a conflict resolution component into
the IDC program, which IDC students and 
faculty regard as a valued contribution by 
the Maxwell School. A few symposia have 
been held in Herzliya and in Syracuse; for 
example, in October 2006 SU hosted the 
conference, “A Nuclear Iran: The Legal 
Implications of a Preemptive National 
Security Strategy.” In addition to some 
US administration officials, critics of pre-
emptive attacks on Iran spoke, including 
the keynote speaker, Seymour Hersh. A 
few research projects are also underway, 

including analyzing the constructive 
transformation of civil wars, from 
violence to political engagement 
and sustainable peace.

My involvement in these pro-
grams has allowed my ideas about 
peaceful conflict resolution to receive
a hearing from people in policy 
making positions whom I otherwise 
would not have reached. These ideas 
reflect my personal history and re-
search relating to the Cold War and 
to conflicts in the Middle East and
also my engagement in the peace 
studies and conflict resolution fields.
I believe that reliance on violence 
often is counterproductive and that 
other kinds of inducements can be 

more constructive. Furthermore, rec-
ognition of the heterogeneity of each 

side in a large-scale conflict opens up the
possibility of creating mutually acceptable 
agreements. Many processes can be used to 
increase the likelihood of so transforming 
destructive conflicts.

I don’t think these programs have sig-
nificantly affected the tenor of the Maxwell
School. They have served the interests of 
a large group of graduate students who 
have formed the very active Student 
Association on Terrorism and Security 
Analysis (SATSA). The study of these 
matters is situated at SU in a relevantly 
larger context, although I would prefer 
an even broader setting, including more 
attention to constructive ways to engage 

The Institute for National Security and 
Counterterrorism (INSCT) was established 
in the College of Law in 2003, and in 2004 
the Maxwell School joined in sponsorship 
(insct.syr.edu). It supports research, offers 
courses and a certificate,andsponsorsevents
and conferences, all related to national and 
international security and counterterrorism. 
It does not have any contractual relation-
ship with the US government.

The Lauder School of Government and 
the Institute for Counter-Terrorism at the 
Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), a private 
university in Herzliya, Israel, reached 
an agreement in 2005 with the Maxwell 
School and INSCT to promote collab-
orative activities in counter-terrorism and 
conflict resolution. This is aided by private
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in large-scale conflicts and construct more
equitable social relations.

The Larger University Context
These two programs should be seen within 
the context of the many departments and 
programs in the Maxwell School and 
Syracuse University. Thus, the Maxwell 
School has many other programs working 
with persons from overseas and with other 
academic and governmental institutions. 
These include programs with China, India 
and young leaders from Arab and North 
African counties. I believe those connections 
are highly beneficial for all parties. They
deepen everyone’s understandings of the 
differences and of the similarities of people 

in the US and in other countries. 
There are numerous other institutes, 

centers and programs at SU focusing on 
gender, transnational nongovernmental 
organizations, governance and so forth. I 
want to mention particularly the Program 
on the Analysis and Resolution of Conflicts
(PARC) established in 1986 (www.maxwell.
syr.edu/parc). Initially it received funding 
from the Maxwell Dean’s office and the
Hewlett Foundation; Hewlett funding has 
now ended. PARC also is supported by re-
search grants and special teaching programs 
it provides. PARC now awards certificates in
conflict resolution, helps coordinate studies
relating to contemporary conflict resolution
and collaborative governance, and offers 
training in mediation and negotiations 
skills. While there are other programs in 

SU in Context / from page 14 the Maxwell School that relate to peace 
and justice, I wish there were more. 

The concerns I noted at the start of this 
article are real. Their seriousness depends 
upon the integrity of the faculty and university 
administrators who may well experience 
temptations to seek and accept funds to do 
work that is not independent and caters to 
what the funder wants. As with any funder, 
there are risks of cooptation, but that need 
not be wholly a one-way process; influence
does not flow only in one direction. Insti-
tutional arrangements should be structured 
to minimize harmful consequences and 
maximize openness, critical thinking and 
attention to well-grounded information. 
That would be aided by maintaining and 
increasing the transparency of university 
operations in these arenas.

Syracuse University: Between 
the Traditions of War and Peace
Horace G. Campbell

From the time that President Lyndon Johnson 
made the infamous Gulf of Tonkin Speech 
at the opening of the Newhouse School of 
Communications in August 1964, the cam-
pus of Syracuse University has been caught 
between the traditions of militarism and war 
on one side and peace and reconstruction 
on the other. Two of the premier schools of 
SU, the Maxwell School of Citizenship and 
the Newhouse School of Communications, 
have been sites for the training of military 
personnel competing at the national level for 
contracts from the Department of Defense 
(DOD). In the process, hundreds of students 
are ensnared into the defense/intelligence 
and information gathering infrastructure 
for waging wars. Over this same period, 
students, faculty and staff from SU have 
been advocates for peace, reparations and 
justice. Though small in number and lacking 
the kind of resources that have been invested 
into programs such as the National Security 
Studies Program (NSS), the peace activists 
on the campus have opposed militarism 
whether in the form of the Viet Nam War, 
the apartheid war machine or the fabricated 
Global War on Terror (GWOT). It is the 

tenacity of this small 
group of activists that 
has served to educate 
the wider community of 
the tensions within the 
University surrounding 
the militarization of the 
society and the ways in 
which the barons of the 
military/information-
industrial complex seek 
to deepen their influence
there. 

National Security 
Studies Program
In the insensate frenzy 
of raising research funds, 
certain administrators 
have been very energetic 
in linking the University to the GWOT. In 
competing with other major institutions 
the administrators successfully registered 
their long-term linkages with the DOD 
by landing the National Security Studies 
Program. Under these so-called “integrated 
courses of academic and practical instruc-
tion providing sophisticated leadership 
training and development,” over 800 senior 
military personnel attended courses on 
National Security at the Maxwell School. 
In advertising the benefits of the NSS for

the military, the selling point seems to have 
been the justification that “using simula-
tions, complex case studies and small-group 
decision making exercises, participants 
confront the same challenges with which 
they must wrestle in real life as national 
security managers and leaders. Each brings 
his or her own unique experiences to the 
program, which further enriches the classes 
for everyone.” Horace is a professor of Political Science and 

African-American Studies at SU and serves 
on the Peace Council Advisory Committee. continued on next page

The Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC) held a camp-out on 
the quad in 2003 to protest the NSS. Photo: SEAC
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War & Peace / continued from page 15

Protestors in the Philippines see how the US military props up oppressive 
economic policies imposed by organizations like the World Trade 
Organization (September 2003). Photo: Associated Press

Accompanying this NSS program was 
another program within the Newhouse 
School to train military technicians in 
propaganda at the Military Motion Media 
Studies Program and the Military Photo 
Journalism Program. In the process, SU 
supported psychological warfare against US 
citizens in what is called “Manufacturing 
Consent.” The photo journalism program 
began when journalism as a profession 
was being degraded by jour-
nalists who were embedded in 
the US military and could not 
independently report on the 
realities of the warfare in Iraq 
or Afghanistan.

Propaganda and 
Terrorism
Ideological coercion of US 
citizens to support the military-
industrial complex has been 
most manifest in the propaganda 
war over terrorism. Since 2001, 
the drumbeat on terrorism has 
led a number of institutions to 
establish training centers on 
counter-terrorism. Soon after the 
Bush administration launched 
the GWOT, intellectuals at SU 
sought to curry favor with those 
propagating the idea that terror-
ism represented the number one threat in 
the world by establishing the Institute for 
National Security and Counterterrorism 
(INSCT) at SU. As a backup and follow-up 
of the NSS, INSCT sells itself on its web 
pages as “an academic program at Syracuse 
University that engages in interdisciplinary 
teaching, research, and conference and 
workshop programming in the fields of
security and counterterrorism.” The same 
virtual representation declares that, “our 
mission is to study how governments can 
confront threats to their citizens posed by 
terrorism while safeguarding constitutional 
liberties and human rights.”

Missing from INSCT is a rigorous 
analysis of what constitutes terrorism. 
Out of more than six billion persons on 
the Planet Earth, four billion complain 
of “economic terrorism” meted out by 
transnational corporations. Samir Amin 
argued against economic terrorism and 
plunder in the book, The Liberal Virus: 
Permanent War and the Americanization 
of the World.

In the main, academics and scholars 

have given up their role as thinkers, and it 
is important that peace activists present a 
definition of terrorism that is different from
the definition of the capitalist class. Eusi
Kwayana defined terrorism in this way:

The placing of human beings in a situ-
ation in which they are without hope, 
space, adequate defense, means of escape 
and survival or means of overcoming 
actual or threatening danger, menace or 
oppressive force is the very definition
of terror, which has not only a physical 
but also a mental element. 

Regrettably, sections of the peace 
movement have been on the defensive on 
the issue of terrorism so that the academic 
space has been dominated by organs such 
as INSCT. The general direction of INSCT 
can be gleaned from the conferences, 
speakers and seminars that are held and 
the collaborators in other countries. The 
intellectual managers of this project un-
derstand that there is a peace community 
within the University; hence, the Director 
published a statement seeking to clear up 
“misunderstandings” on the true role of 
INSCT within the University. 

This clarificationofmisunderstandings
speaks for itself in so far as it is not clear to 
peace activists why one of the few places 
in the world where there is collaboration 
in the field of antiterrorism is in Israel.
Moreover, the same Institute has held a 
series of conferences where Pentagon and 
US military top brass come to rationalize 
their strategies for expanding war to maintain 
“homeland security.” One major conference 
of INSCT in 2006 was “A Nuclear Iran: 
The Legal Implications of a Preemptive 

National Security Strategy.” It is clear 
that this conference, focusing discussion 
on the wrongs committed by Iran, was 
called at a moment when the Bush/Cheney 
administration was seeking the climate to 
launch a war against Iran. Activists within 
SU who have been painstakingly oppos-
ing the war attended and sought to expose 
the duplicity of those supporting the overt 
militarism of the Bush administration. The 
agenda for this conference was framed in 
such a manner that the entire discussion 
was on the wrongs committed by Iran and 

the feasibility of US military 
strikes on it. Universal disarma-
ment (including dismantling the 
nuclear arsenals of the US and 
other great powers) was not on 
the table. The discriminatory 
theme of “non-proliferation” 
(which allows the US and other 
possessors of nuclear weapons 
to escape scrutiny) was preferred 
over the much more urgent task 
of disarmament.

Fund Raising and 
Research Priorities
The general direction of the 
academic programs in Maxwell 
and Newhouse raises a larger 
quandary about ostensibly disin-
terested and objective scholarship 
serving to rationalize patriotic 

chauvinism and repression. Ido Oren writes 
in his book Our Enemies and Us about how, 
starting from the 1950s, the US political 
science profession became “enmeshed in 
the state to an unprecedented degree” and 
scholars responded to the Cold War demand 
for “psychological and ideological warfare 
expertise” (p. 13). Since the end of the Cold 
War, cooperation between professors and 
US intelligence agencies is “now very much 
to the fore. The war on terrorism may result 
in further retightening of the relationship 
between American Political Science and 
the American government” (p. 171).

The peace movement, including 
professors and administrators within SU, 
must oppose this integration between the 
intelligence organs and the University, 
and other academic institutions nation-
wide. Revisiting the war crimes of the 
1970s via Winter Soldier will provide the 
necessary reminder of the crimes of sec-
tions of the military. And the new Winter 
Soldier revelations taking place now in 
Washington, DC remind us that these war 
crimes continue.
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HOW THESE FIGURES
WERE DETERMINED 

urrent military” includes Dept. of Defense 
($653 billion), the military portion from 

other departments ($150 billion), and an addi-
tional $162 billion to supplement the Budget’s 
misleading and vast underestimate of only $38 
billion for the “war on terror.” “Past military” 
represents veterans’ benefits plus 80% of the
interest on the debt.* For further explanation, 
please go to www.warresisters.org/piechart.htm. 

These figures are from an analysis of detailed
tables in the “Analytical Perspectives” book of 
the Budget of the United States Government, 

“C

Fiscal Year 2009. The figures are federal funds,
which do not include trust funds — such as 
Social Security — that are raised and spent 
separately from income taxes. What you pay (or 
don’t pay) by April 15, 2008, goes to the federal 
funds portion of the budget. The government 
practice of combining trust and federal funds 
began during the Vietnam War, thus making the 
human needs portion of the budget seem larger 
and the military portion smaller.

*Analysts differ on how much of the debt stems 
from the military; other groups estimate 50% to 
60%. We use 80% because we believe if there 
had been no military spending most (if not all) 
of the national debt would have been eliminated.

Thanks to War Resisters League (www.warresisters.org) and National War Tax Resistance 
Coordinating Committee (nwtrcc.org) for permission to reprint this chart.
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WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE 339 Lafayette Street • NY, NY 10012 • 212-228-0450 • www.warresisters.org

HOW THESE FIGURES
WERE DETERMINED
urrent military” includes Dept. of Defense
($653 billion), the military portion from

other departments  ($150 billion), and an
additional $162 billion to supplement the
Budget’s misleading and vast underestimate of
only $38 billion for the “war on terror.” “Past
military” represents veterans’ benefits plus 80% of
the interest on the debt.* For further explanation,
please go to www.warresisters.org/piechart.htm.

These figures are from an analysis of detailed
tables in the “Analytical Perspectives” book of the
Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal
Year 2009. The figures are federal funds, which
do not include trust funds — such as Social
Security — that are raised and spent separately
from income taxes. What you pay (or don’t pay)
by April 15, 2008, goes to the federal funds
portion of the budget. The government practice of Source: Congressional Budget Office for FY2008

Government Deception
The pie chart (right) is the government view
of the budget. This is a distortion of how our
income tax dollars are spent because it in-
cludes Trust Funds (e.g., Social Security), and
the expenses of past military spending are
not distinguished from nonmilitary spending.
For a more accurate representation of how
your Federal income tax dollar is really spent,
see the large graph. Interest

on the
debt 8%

Non-defense
discretionary

18%

Social
Security 21%

Defense
20%
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WHERE YOUR INCOME TAX

MONEY REALLY GOES

U.S. FEDERAL BUDGET 2009 FISCAL YEAR

$117

BILLION

• Agriculture
• Interior
• Transportation
• Homeland Security (15%)
• HUD
• Commerce
• Energy (non-military)
• Environmental Protection
• Nat. Science Fdtn.
• Army Corps Engineers
• Fed. Comm. Commission
• other physical resources

$304

BILLION

• Treasury, incl. 20% Inter-
est on debt ($97B)
• Government personnel
• Justice Dept.
• State Dept. (partial)
• Homeland Security (15%)
• International Affairs
• NASA (50%)
• Judicial
• Legislative
• other general govt.

$965 BILLION

• Military Personnel $129 billion
• Operation & Maint. $241 billion
• Procurement $143 billion
• Research & Dev. $79 billion
• Construction $15 billion
• Family Housing $3 billion
• DoD misc. $4 billion
• Retiree Pay/Healthcare $70 billion
• DoE nuclear weapons $17 billion
• NASA (50%) $9 billion
• International Security $9 billion
• Homeland Secur. (70% military) $35 billion
• State Dept. (partial) $6 billion
• other military (non-DoD) $5 billion
• “Global War on Terror” $200 billion
We added $162 billion to the last item to
supplement the Budget’s grossly underesti-
mated $38 billion in “allowances” to be spent
in 2009 for the “War on Terror,” which includes
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan

MILITARY: 54% AND $1,449 BILLION

$789

BILLION

• Health/Human Services
• Soc. Sec. Administration
• Education Dept.
• Food/Nutrition programs
• Housing & Urban Dev.
• Labor Dept.
• other human resources

$484

BILLION

• Veterans’ Benefits
$94 billion

• Interest on national
debt (80%) created by
military spending,  $390
billion

includes an
estimated $200

billion for Iraq &
Afghanistan

war
spending

combining trust and federal funds began during the
Vietnam War, thus making the human needs
portion of the budget seem larger and the military
portion smaller.
*Analysts differ on how much of the debt stems from the military;
other groups estimate 50% to 60%. We use 80% because we believe
if there had been no military spending most (if not all) of the nation-
al debt would have been eliminated.

Non-MILITARY: 46% AND $1,210 BILLION
Total  Outlays

( F e d e r a l  F u n d s )

$2,659 Billion

Medicare, Medicaid,
other mandatory 33%

$304 BILLION
• Interest on debt (20%)
• Treasury
• Government personnel
• Justice Department
• State Department
• Homeland Security (15%)
• International Affairs
• NASA (50%)
• Judicial
• Legislative
• other general govt.

Non-MILITARY: 46% AND $1,210 BILLION

MILITARY: 54% AND $1,449 BILLION

$484
BILLION

•  Veterans’ Benefits
$94 billion

•  Interest on national 
debt $390 billion 
(80% est. to be 
created by military 
spending)

$789
BILLION

• Health/Human Services
• Soc. Sec. Administration
• Education Department
• Food/Nutrition programs
• Housing & Urban Dev.
• Labor Department
• other human resources

TOTAL OUTLAYS
(FEDERAL FUNDS)
$2,650 BILLION

$117 BILLION
• Agriculture
• Interior
• Transportation
• Homeland Security (15%)
• HUD
• Commerce
• Energy (non-military)
• Environmental Protection
• Nat. Science Foundation
• Army Corps Engineers
• Fed. Comm. Commission

$965
BILLION

• Military Personnel $129 billion
• Operation & Maint. $241 billion
• Procurement $143 billion
• Research & Dev. $79 billion
• Construction $15 billion
• Family Housing $3 billion
• DoD misc. $4 billion
• Retired Pay $70 billion
• DoE nuclear weapons $17 billion
• NASA (50%) $9 billion
• International Security $9 billion
• Homeland Sec. (military) $35 billion
• State Dept. (partial) $6 billion
• other military (non-DoD) $5 billion
• “Global War on Terror” $200 billion 

[We added $162 billion to the last item 
to supplement the Budget’s grossly un-
derestimated $38 billion in “allowances” 
to be spent in 2009 for the “War on Ter-
ror,” which includes the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan]

WHERE YOUR INCOME TA X
MONEY REALLY GOES

U.S. FEDERAL BUDGET 2009 FISCAL YEAR
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The Doctrine of Discovery
& Indigenous Survival

 

Monday March 31,  4 to 7 pm 

Hergenhan Aud., Rm. 140, Newhouse III, SU

Join us for a public conversation, reception and 
book-signing with panelists 

Oren Lyons (Onondaga Nation, Turtle Clan Faithkeeper), 
Professor Emeritus, American Studies, SUNY Buffalo. 

Andrea Smith (Cherokee), Program of American Culture & 
Women’s Studies University Michigan; co-founder of INCITE! 
Women of Color Against Violence. 

Tonya Gonnella-Frichner (Onondaga Nation, Snipe Clan) 
President and Founder, American Indian Law Alliance (www.
ailanyc.org/) and North American Regional Representative to 
the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

Steve Newcomb (Shawnee/Lenape), Indigenous law research 
coordinator at the Sycuan Education Department, Sycuan Band 
of the Kumeyaay Nation. 

Sponsored by Department of Religion; Religion and Society Program; Imag-
ining America; Native American Studies Program; Women’s and Gender 
Studies; Department of Religion at Le Moyne College. 

Contact Phil Arnold (315-443-3861; pparnold@syr.edu).
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Wendy, a member of the Beaver Clan, is a 
faithkeeper of the Onondaga Nation and a 
writer. 

The United States is Sorry?
Wendy Gonyea 

It is with skepticism and apprehension that 
these thoughts are written in response to the 
Resolution of Apology to Native Peoples 
of United States (passed by voice vote in 
the US Senate on February 26, 2008). To 
begin, many indigenous peoples are sov-
ereign independent Nations—their own 
entity, surrounded by the United States, 
so we are not “Native Peoples of United 
States.” One can hardly fault indigenous 
peoples for questioning the motives of the 
apology. We wonder: “Is there a catch, are 
there strings attached to this apology?”

An apology to recognize the deplorable 
actions taken against millions of indigenous 
peoples, many whose Nations were wiped 
out entirely, is a start, a beginning. But it 
pales considering the magnitude of the 
horror, theft and genocide against a race 
thought to be in the way of “progress.”

An apology may make good press with 
today’s “enlightened minds,” or may ease 
the conscience of a Nation somewhat. Or, 
it could serve as another issue to polarize 
citizens and deepen the divide between 
those who agree with the apology and those 
who think there is no reason for it. 

The apology itself is mere words. If 
it had specific actions attached to it, it
might be significant. For example, the US
government was one of only four countries 
which opposed the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (See Febru-
ary 2008 PNL.) In addition, the resolution 
concludes with a disclaimer that nothing in 
the resolution “authorizes or supports any 
claim against the United States.” Meaningful 
actions could include the return of land, or 
the return of ancestors and their belongings 
held in museums and collections. 

The Generations to Come
But how do you restore self-esteem, restore 
identity after a concerted effort for centuries 
to strip it away? Indigenous youth need 
to be raised with pride in their heritage, 
not shame. All children should be taught 
the truth of United States History, not the 
fundamental concept that Europeans settled 
a land of plenty in spite of wild Indians 
lurking around homesteads. Those old ste-

reotyping history texts 
are not only outdated, 
they are wrong. 

An apology could 
include a revamped 
curriculum so school 
children in the US 
wouldn’t grow up 
afraid of, romanti-
cizing, or disliking, 
even hating indigenous 
peoples. This new 
generation of youth 
unscathed by racism 
could be free of indi-
vidual superiority and 
free to forge ahead 
making new paths, and 
making history for the 
coming generations.

A shared identity 
of indigenous peoples 
is our affinity with the
land and living with 
our environment. Our 
cultures respect the 
elements that sustain 
us. This is a natural way of being, and a 
formidable standard. If US citizens could 
learn fundamental laws of balance, conser-
vation practices, giving, helping those in 
need, sharing, respect – the world wouldn’t 
be in such a sorry state today. The youth of 
this country can benefit from basic teach-
ings that focus on harmony rather than 
promoting self-aggrandizement. 

Conquest, Not “Discovery”
It is commendable that steps are being taken 
to recognize historical violations, but this 
has taken 400 years. Too many US citizens 
continue to accept the patriotic version 
of the settlement of North America. The 
apology recognizes we were here when 
Europeans arrived, but fails to mention 
the conquest by the Doctrine of Discovery, 
a centuries old “Christian” law basically 
saying because we Native peoples were 
“infidels and heathens” they could take
our land. This doctrine continues to sway 
court decisions against indigenous peoples 
to this very day! (See the US Supreme 
Court’s Sherrill Decision of 2005.) 

The apology itself contains a few mis-
nomers—that we are ‘tribes’ of peoples. 
Anyone familiar with Onondaga or the 
Haudenosaunee know us as Nations—on 

equal footing. It is also wrong to blindly 
declare that all Native peoples are spiritual. 
This would be ideal, but like other societies, 
impossible. I object to the words “customs 
and legends” used to describe indigenous 
peoples in the apology. This is our way of 
life.  This is not a legend or a custom. 

Our life is ongoing, day to day, a 
cycle of carrying on the teachings of our 
ancestors. Further, it is my understanding 
the apology is an amendment to an Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act. So these 
words are stuck on to another set of words, 
which may lessen their importance. 

Lastly, in our way of teaching, the 
concept of an apology is outside of the 
realm of acceptable behavior. We don’t 
have an Onondaga word for “sorry.” Our 
elders teach us to treat all life with respect, 
so that our actions shouldn’t give us cause 
for regret, or to be sorry.

Native American students at the Hampton Institute in Virginia after two 
years of separation from their families and teaching that their culture and 
spirituality were “inferior.” Haudenosaunee students were the second 
largest group of Indian students at Hampton. The Resolution includes 
mention of “the forcible removal of Native children from their families 
to faraway boarding schools where their Native practices and languages 
were degraded and forbidden.” Photo: To Lead and to Serve:  American 
Indian Education at Hampton Institute 1878-1923. (1989). 

EARTH DAY
LEARN FROM OUR ONONDAGA NEIGHBORS

Tuesday, April 22, 1-3 pm
Hendricks Chapel,  SU

part of SU’s MayFest
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The Rev. Daniel Berrigan, S.J. Peacemaker Lecture

blackwater
the rise of the world’s most 

powerful mercenary army
A talk by journalist and author Jeremy Scahill

Tuesday, April 1, 7 p.m.
Panasci Family Chapel

Journalist and author Jeremy Scahill will discuss a career that 

has taken him from Iraq, where he was among the only western 

reporters to gain access to the Abu Ghraib prison under Saddam 

Hussein’s regime, to New Orleans, where his reporting on the 

presence of Blackwater Worldwide officials there following 

Hurricane Katrina sparked a Congressional inquiry. 

A Brooklyn resident, Scahill is a writing fellow at The Nation 

Institute and a frequent contributor to the The Nation magazine. He has won 

numerous awards, including the prestigious George Polk Award and a Golden Reel 

Award for Best National Radio News Story of 2002. 

This event is free and open to the public. It is sponsored by the 

Office of the Provost. For more information, contact 445-4555.
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Chrissie is the local area director of the 
American Friends Service Committee.

Kennedy Square: Part II
Chrissie Rizzo

Last month, the PNL provided an introduc-
tion to the story of the closing of Kennedy 
Square Apartments. The 80 families in 
residence were given notice in late October 
2007 that they had 90 days to move out. 
Here is the rest of their story….

If you lived on a very tight budget, were 
told you had to move your family out of its 
home during the Thanksgiving-Christmas 
season and that you could have only a couple 
hundred dollars to get started (out of the 
thousand dollars in moving funds you were 
promised)…how would you feel? 

The residents of Kennedy Square were 
angry. They were stressed figuringoutwhere
to move, how to cover moving expenses, 
and how to give their children a decent 
Christmas. They were frustrated because 
they were given conflicting information
from the agencies that were controlling the 
complex’s closure. They suffered verbal 
abuse from people on the staff of those 
agencies…and at other times they couldn’t 
find those same staff members during their
posted hours of duty. They were humiliated 
when potential landlords discriminated 
against them as they looked for new homes. 
They felt as if no one cared.

Two residents of Kennedy Square were 
graduates of American Friends Service 
Committee’s (AFSC) Women’s Leadership 
Development Workshop. They called us 
for help when it seemed like they couldn’t 
get straight answers from the people who 
were supposed to help them. It started 
simply—nobody had given the residents 
a listing of available apartments, and our 
office happened to receive a copy of the
monthly list compiled by the Rescue Mis-
sion. Then AFSC staff worked with the 
Syracuse chapter of the National Action 
Network, and P.E.A.C.E. Inc.’s Project 
Connection, located in Kennedy Square, to 
try to assess the residents’ needs. Together, 
we held a “resource fair” for residents in 
December, so that they could talk with po-
tential moving companies, new landlords, 
and personnel from the Department of 
Social Services (DSS), HUD, and Syracuse 

Housing Authority (SHA). We also began 
working closely with dozens of families 
who needed assistance with managing the 
moving process.  

By working with the SHA, the moveout 
deadline was extended for families who 
faced additional hardships and were having 
trouble finding a new home. Some residents
were ill-prepared for moving. Some tenants 
were elderly or handicapped, and unable 
to do things like pack up their belongings, 
or understand how best to protect their 
things while moving. Others had language, 
literacy, or transportation barriers that kept 
them from being able to move out on their 
own.  Most residents qualified for Section 8
housing vouchers, but many had difficulty
filling out the paperwork.

As the complex began to empty out, 
security became a problem. A dwindling 
number of people were scattered across a 
large property with no police or security 
presence. One night, vandals set fire to a
mostly-abandoned part of the property. 
There was one family living in that sec-
tion, and their phone lines had been cut 
and their door kicked in on several oc-
casions. The incident helped to convince 
SHA, the Syracuse Police Department, 
and Wynn Management to do more to 
keep the remaining residents safe until 
they moved out. The property began to 
be boarded up, and fences were raised to 
keep trespassers out.

After tenants found new apartments, 
they faced new problems. Landlords wanted 
first month’s rent and security deposits
before the families could move in…but 
they could not get access to 80% of their 
moving allowances until AFTER they 
had turned in the keys to their Kennedy 
Square apartments. SHA offered to fax 
letters to the landlords, assuring them that 
the Kennedy Square residents would have 
money to pay their security deposits after 
they moved out. Some landlords did not 
accept those letters, and the residents had 
to start their search over from scratch.  As 
of mid-March, almost all of the residents 
of Kennedy Square have moved out.

A sobering realization: Syracuse has 
a significant gap in services for people
facing forced eviction through no fault of 
their own. There is no coordination among 
agencies that deal with housing issues in 
Syracuse. SHA is aware that several other 
properties in Syracuse will soon go the way 

of Kennedy Square. There is currently no 
comprehensive plan in place to assist the 
residents of those properties. 

This problem is happening throughout 
the country. Federally funded housing 
programs like Section 8 have been gutted 
over the past eight years. It is clear that 
more work must be done to change the 
funding, public policies, and laws that put 
families in this precarious housing situation. 
A number of important housing reform 
bills are currently pending in the House 
and Senate—bills that would expand the 
definition of “homelessness” to cover more
people, create an affordable housing trust 
fund, and improve the Section 8 program. 
If you would like to receive “action alerts” 
for days to call our elected officials about
housing issues, please contact Chrissie 
Rizzo at crizzo@afsc.org. 

Community activist Charles Pierce El of the 
National Action Network at the demonstration 
marking the fifth anniversary of the Iraq War, 
March 19, 2008. While local residents struggle 
to receive adequate section 8 funds for housing, 
war funding continues to skyrocket.
Photo: Mike Greenlar.
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Cooperative Federal
  723 Westcott Street · Syracuse, NY 13210
  471-1116 · www.cooperativefederal.org

Open to all members of 
the Syracuse Peace Council

Savings federally insured to at least $100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

Get $100 off your 

 rst lo
an payment for 

a hybrid car 471-1116
Patricia - ext 212

Feeling dependent 
on foreign oil?

Ask about our loan 
options for a hybrid and send
 a shock to the oil companies Get pre-approved before 

you shop for a car!

Equal Credit Opportunity Lender
Equal Housing Opportunity Lender
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Syracuse Solidarity Network Mtg. 
5 pm. Women’s Info Center, 601 Allen 
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Photo Show: Melody Burnam. 
Apr. 11-May 9. 601 Allen St., 
478-4636.
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Progressive Coalition. 5:30-7 
pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404 Oak St. 
Andy, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm, S. Salina St. and E. Col-
vin St. (Southside), 472-5478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drum-
mer Cafe, 6-10 pm. 1 Public 
Square,  Watertown. 782-0595.

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10 pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

EVERY THURS: Women's Voices 
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8 pm.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting 7 pm, contact office for 
location, 472-5478.

EVERY WED:  Open Figure Draw-
ing. 7-10 pm. Westcott Commu-
nity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 
478-8634.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs, 3 
pm, Hanover Sq. Meal Prep: 101 
Jerome St., 12:30 pm. 218-5481.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. 5  pm, St. Andrew’s 
Church, 124 Alden St. 636-7726.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM
SU: A Player in the Military-In-
dustrial-Academic Complex?  
7:30-9 pm. Westcott Community 
Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Refresh-
ments. 472-5478.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting.  7:30 pm, 
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. 
446-5940. Helpline 635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition, 7 pm. Call for 
location. 476-7475.

SUN SW Action Comm. 7 pm, Brady 
Faith, 404 South Ave. 476-7475.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11 am.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

PNL May Calendar Dead-
line. pnl@peacecouncil.net or 
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm, Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) 
and Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), 
Manlius, 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7 pm, St. Vincent's Par-
ish Center (enter on Winton St.), 
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8 pm, Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12-1 
pm, Cortland Post Office, Main St. 
tt5544@yahoo.com

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave., Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org

CNY SOA Abolitionists/Carib-
bean Latin America Coali-
tion. Potluck mtg., 208 Slocum 
Ave., 6-8:15 pm, Ann Tiffany, 
478-4571.

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. 
Info:  peacecouncil.net, 472-5478 
or spc@peacecouncil.net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10 pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Syracuse Amnesty International 
Mtg. 5:30-7 pm. Dewitt Library, Rosy 
George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com.

EVERY  WED: Singing For Peace 
and Justice:  Children's Choir: 
3:15-4:45 pm,  United Baptist Church, 
718 S. Beech St. Teen Choir 7-8 pm, 
call for location 428-8151.

Univ. Neighbors Lecture Series, 
Julie Gedro. Urban Cowgirls: Les-
bians in Corporate America, 7:30 
pm, Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. $10, Students $5. 
www.westcottcc.org

Pulse Concert Series: Seraphic 
Fire, Legendary Choral Group ,4 
pm, Hendricks Chapel,http://stu-
dents.syr.edu/pulse

PNL Mailing Party. 4-6:30pm, 924 
Burnet Ave.Come help and enjoy 
some pizza. 472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors  Skunk 
City Neighborhood Association, 
6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition. 7 pm, Brown Memorial, 
228 Davis St. 476-7475.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

Pax Christi, 9:30 am, Slocum House, 
208 Slocum Ave. 446-1693.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm, Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley), 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm,  James St. and Thomp-
son Rd. (Northside), 472-5478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. 9 am. Workers' 
Rights Center, 232 E. Onondaga 
St. Pat Rector, 474-4821.

Open Hand Theater. The Reluctant 
Dragons, 11 am, 518 Prospect Ave. 
www.openhandtheater.org, $6-8.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm, Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown), 472-5478.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catho-
lics & Friends Mass. 5 pm.  St. 
Andrew’s Church, 124 Alden St. 
1st & 3rd Sun. 636-7726.

Women's Information Center, 
Peggy Chartier, 6-8 pm, 601 Allen 
St., Syracuse, Cindy 478-4636, 
www.womensinfonetwork.net 

Earth Day Celebration. 2-6 pm. 
Thornden Park. Speakers, music.  
Bike ride, 1:30 pm, Ed Smith School. 
Activities for all ages. 472-5478.

End the Iraq War Organizing 
Meeting. 7 pm. SPC, 924 Burnet 
Ave. Jessica, 472-5478. 

Activist Skill Shares:Outreach 
and Publicity: Spreading the 
word, 6:30-8:30 pm, Women's 
Info Center, 601 Allen St.

SPC MOVING DAY
9 am. Bring boxes anytime. Bring 
lunch/snacks for hungry movers. 
Volunteer your van or  station 
wagon. Carol or Jess, 472-5478.

Fundraiser: Syr. Africa Bound 
Youth Cultural Immersion Prog.: 
Laser Tag, 5:30-8:30 pm. Fun Junc-
tion, Shoppingtown Mall, Dewitt, 
446-1600. $16.

Open Hand Theater. The Singin' So-
lar System. 11 am, 518 Prospect Ave. 
www.openhandtheater.org, $6-8.

The Ground  Truth, award win-
ning film on Iraq. 3 pm, Syracuse 
University, Maxwell Aud., panel 
discussion. Free.

Africa Bound of Syr. :  “Roots of 
our Music” A Youth Showcase, 2-5 
pm, Community Folk Art Center, 
2223 E. Genesee St. $5-7.

Blackwater: The Rise of the 
World’s Most Powerful Merce-
nary Army, Jeremy Scahill. 7 pm 
Panasci Chapel, LeMoyne College. 
445-4555.

Samer Shehata; Culture and De-
mocratization in the Arab World. 
Middle Eastern Studies Prog. SU 
Spring Lecture Series. 4 pm, 220 
Eggers Hall.

Middle Eastern Studies Prog. SU 
Spring Lecture Series 08. Mona 
Eltahawy: Sheiks & Digital Pulpits 
in the Middle East, 3:30 pm, 220 
Eggers Hall.

Middle Eastern Studies Prog. SU 
Spring Lecture Series 08. Bob 
Vitalis, America's Kingdom:The Real  
Origins of the US-Saudi Relation-
ship, 4 pm, 032 Eggers Hall.

Middle Eastern Studies, SU Spring 
Lecture Series. Greg Gause: Mak-
ing American Middle East Policy, 12 
pm, 060 Eggers Hall.

NOON Educational Presentation 
at SU MayFest. 1 pm. Hendrick's 
Chapel, SU. 472-5478.

End the Iraq War Organizing 
Meeting. 7 pm. SPC, 924 Burnet 
Ave. Jessica, 472-5478. 

End the Iraq War Organizing 
Meeting. 7 pm. SPC, 924 Burnet 
Ave. Jessica, 472-5478. 

30

Martin Luther King Jr.: the 
Vision of World Peace and 
Social justice. 5 pm. Joyce 
Hergenhan Aud., Newhouse 
III, SU Africa Initiative. See 
page 8.

Help Prepare for SPC's Move. 
We'll be packing and sorting all 
week. Consider lending a few 
hours. 472-5478.

The Doctrine of Discovery & 
Indigenous Survival. 4-7 pm. 
Hergenhan Aud., Rm. 140, New-
house III Chapel, SU. 443-3861. 
See  page 18.

Ola Onabule. 8 pm. Center for the 
Arts of Homer. $25, $30 seniors. Free 
for students & under 14. 607-749-
4900. www.center4art.org

John Gorka. 8 pm. Center for the 
Arts of Homer. $20, $16 seniors. Free 
for students & under 14. 607-749-
4900. www.center4art.org

Art Works: the Role of Arts in US 
Workers' Struggles. April 22-24, 
Syracuse University. See page 23.

Ralph Nader: "Out of Iraq and 
Into Our Communtiies. 1-3 pm. 
Location TBA.

Resist and Rebuild: Celebrate and 
Raise Money for the New Orleans 
Women’s Health Clinic. 7-9 pm. 2nd 
Story Bookstore, 550 Westcott St. 
310-490-9166, jloyd@syr.edu

Celebrate May Day – a commemo-
ration of the international struggle 
for Workers Rights. 

Syracuse Peace Coun cil

Community Calendar 
April 2008


