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Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous 
and funded by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, 
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  We 
challenge the existing unjust power relationships among nations, 
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As 
members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination 
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, 
cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from 
each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their 
economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these connec-
tions clear. We initiate and support activities that help build this 
sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A 
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needs of us all.
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Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum
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SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Beyond Elections: 
Lessons from Latin America (film)

Tuesday, May 19 at 7 pm
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.

From Venezuela’s communal coun-
cils, to Brazil’s participatory budget-
ing, from constitutional assemblies 
to grassroots movements, recuper-
ated factories to cooperatives, this 
documentary is a journey. It takes us 
across the Americas to answer one of 
the most important questions of our 
time: what is democracy? A film by
Michael Fox and Sílvia Leindecker. 

Program is free and followed 
by refreshments.Contact Jessica. 
472-5478.

continued on next page
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Developing a Progressive 
Platform for the Next Mayor
SPC’s April monthly program continued 
the process of developing a Progressive 
Platform for the Next Mayor. The Greater 
Syracuse Progressive Coalition hopes to 
complete the Platform in June and begin 
using it as an educational and organizing 
vehicle to create needed changes here 
in Syracuse.

Areas addressed by the platform 
include: building democracy/electoral 
reform, criminal justice and policing, 
economic development/jobs, education/
youth development, environment/sustain-
ability, housing/community development, 
racial justice, social/economic justice and 
transportation/infrastructure.

This exciting initiative also includes 
town hall forums on specific issues.
People active in over 20 community 
groups have participated.

Check out the latest version at www.
peacecouncil.net/coalition. Contact 
Andy.

Say Yes to Yes Men May 16
“With poker-faced impersonation as their 
weapon, and World Trade Organization 
officials as their target, The Yes Men pull
off one bold prank after another in an ef-
fort to raise political consciousness. And 
when their outrageous stunts are actually 
swallowed, hook, line and sinker the Yes 
Men must up the satirical ante and push 
the art of public spectacle to hilarious new 
heights!”  Amazon.com wants to sell you 
the DVD, but we want to show it to you.  

Spend your movie dollars at ArtRage 
(505 Hawley Ave.) where the Yes Men is 
showing on Saturday, May 16 at 7 pm. 
There will be snacks, beverages, and friends. 
This is your opportunity to help the SPC 
steering committee fulfill theirpledgetoraise
$1500 to meet a budget shortfall specific
to staff salaries. Come, have fun, and help 

support SPC’s excellent, dedicated staff.  
$600 has been raised to date – this is your 
opportunity to help fill the coffers, while
having a roaring good time. The suggested 
donation is $10-50 (no one turned away 
for inability to pay).

– Carole Resnick

SPC Coordinates New 
Palestine/Israel Group

In December 2008 Israel invaded the Gaza 
Strip. Hundreds of civilians were killed 
and much infrastructure destroyed. To 
protest the Israeli assault, SPC organized 
one demonstration and co-organized a 
second protest with people in the Muslim 
community. Out of that crisis response, 
a local group formed calling itself CNY 
Working for a Just Peace in Palestine and 
Israel. 

SPC coordinates the CNY/WJPPI. It 
includes people active in the local Method-
ist Task Force for Middle East Peace, the 
Islamic Society of Central New York, Al 

Huda Muslim American Society Mosque 
and Syracuse Jews for Peace.  

Our current focus is developing a 
“points of unity” statement to guide our 
deliberations and convey our identity to 
others. Our first public event was “From
Siege to Peace: A View from Gaza and 
Beyond,” a film and panel discussion at

the Islamic Society.
Our next event was a 

showing of the hour-long 
documentary, “Life in Oc-
cupied Palestine,” produced 
by Anna Baltzer, author of 
Witness in Palestine: A Jew-
ish American Woman in the 
Occupied Territories. About 
60 folks attended. An engaged 
discussion followed eloquent 
remarks by respondents 
Carole Resnick and Magda 
Bayoumi. 

This fall we hope to 
bring Anna Baltzer (www.
AnnaInTheMiddleEast.com) 
to Syracuse to speak. To learn 
more about the CNY/WJPPI, 
contact Andy.

-Ed Kinane
Phil Prehn of Syracuse United Neighbors makes a point at SPC’s 
April monthly program on “Crafting a Progressive Platform for the 
Next Mayor.” Photo: Andy Mager
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continued on page 12

SPC in Action / from previous page Weekly Peace Outreach 

Take your antiwar sentiment into the 
streets! Contact Andy.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
May 5 Rt. 57 & Vine St. (Liverpool)
May 12 Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina 

St. (Valley)
May 19 Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and Rt. 

173/E. Seneca Tpk. (Man-
lius)

May  26 James St. and Thompson Rd. 
(Northside)

June 2 E. Genesee St. and Erie Blvd 
E. (Dewitt)

June 9 West St. and Seymour St. 
(near Westside)

Every Saturday 9-10 am we’re also 
outside the Farmers’ Market.

Activist Appreciation 
– Peter Sinatra

Peter Sinatra is a very kind, caring, peaceful 
person who, when asked if he would be 
willing to join SPC’s Steering Committee 
this year, decided to take a leap and join 
in. We are so very grateful that he did! He 
brings a commitment to nonviolent activ-
ism, the ability to see people for who they 
aspire to be, a gentle intelligence to all he 
does and a real concern for people who 
are often disrespected by society. He has 
a Catholic Worker heart. 

Peter is no stranger to peace activism. 
Two years ago he initiated the Saturday 
morning peace outreach at the Regional 
Market (see calendar for details) – largely 
because he couldn’t go to the  weekday 
outreach and thought there might be 
others like him. He has been a member 
of a local affinity group, participating in
street theater at the State Fair and around 
Syracuse, and in 2008 was arrested in the 
“No Business as Usual” civil disobedience 
action protesting the war in Iraq. As the 
US occupation of Iraq entered its seventh 
year this March 19, Peter was an integral 
part of organizing the “Bite the Bullet” 
march and demonstration. 

Thanks, Peter. 

Gearing Up for Summer
SPC’s Bikes 4 Peace summer program is 
preparing for another season. From late 

May to early September, we spend two 
afternoons each month in a different city 
neighborhood working with youth to fix
bikes. We provide tools, basic supplies, 
used spare parts, and some donated bikes, 
and encourage youth to bring their own 
bikes to fix, or to “earn” a donated bike by
helping us fix it. Each summer we work
with 100-150 young people ages 4-20. We 
seek out parks, parking lots or empty lots 
in neighborhoods where youth are often 
hanging out in the streets. Bikes 4 Peace 
will host a new volunteer training on May 
30, from 11 am-noon at 2013 E. Genesee 
St. If you would like to donate supplies 
or bikes, please contact Jessica (we are 
looking primarily for youth bikes that are 
working or need minor repairs).

SPC Activists to Join Peace 
Projects in Israel/Palestine

SPC activists will soon be in the Middle 
East. On May 19 Ed Kinane and Casey 
Burnett will join a 12-person delegation to 
Israel and the West Bank. Then, at the end 
of July, Jessica Maxwell and Ann Tiffany 
will join a second. The two delegations will 
meet with Israeli and Palestinian peace and 
human rights workers and gain their per-
spectives on the current political and social 
situation. Delegates will also document the 
daily reality of life under occupation for 

West Bank residents. We'll 
visit Palestinian families 
whose lands, homes and 
livelihoods have been 
threatened by expanding 
Israeli settlements and 
construction of the so-called 
"security fence."

The two-week del-
egations are organized 
by Christian Peacemaker 
Teams (www.cpt.org). CPT 
is a faith-based initiative 
supported by Mennonites, 
Brethren, Quakers and 
several Christian peace 
groups. Since 1993, CPT has 
placed violence-reduction 
teams in conflict settings
in the Middle East, Haiti, 
Latin America, Europe and 
North America. CPT has 
maintained a full-time peace 
presence in the West Bank 

city of Hebron since June 1995 and in the 
village of At-Tuwani in the South Hebron 
Hills since September 2004.

Until departure Ed and Casey are 
available for media interviews. Call Ed 
at 478-4571 or Casey at (419) 345-2407. 
While they are in the Middle East, call 
their media contact, Andy Mager at SPC. 
Upon return Ed and Casey look forward to 
making presentations about their experience 
to classes, congregations and community 
groups.

– Ed Kinane

Fund Appeal
By mid May you should receive SPC’s 
spring fund appeal (if you’re not a subscriber, 
please check it out at www.peacecouncil.
net/donate). We know this is a tough 
economic time so that some folks will be 
limited in their ability to give if they can 
give at all. If you can contribute, know that 
your donations are greatly appreciated and 
will be used wisely and prudently. If you’re 
a member of Cooperative Federal, please 
remember to include SPC as a selection 
on your “Common Cents” ballot. If you 
can’t give, but have some extra time, we’d 
love to talk to you about getting involved! 
Contact Andy.

Public Power Forum a 
Success

On Tuesday, March 31, the Public Power 
Coalition (of which SPC is a member) 
hosted a mayoral candidates forum. All 

Peter Sinatra is a regular at SPC’s Saturday Peace Outreach outside 
the Regional Market (see box above right). Photo: Ann Tiffany
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Oskar directs the National Youth and Militarism 
Program of the American Friends Service 
Committee and is based in Philadelphia.

Hard Times Are Good for Military 
Recruitment
Oskar Castro

With the election of President Barack 
Obama many believe the US is entering 
the age of a new Camelot where all that 
was recently wrong with US domestic 
and foreign policy will begin to change. 
These hopes clash with the reality of a 
worsening economy and the struggle 
to make ends meet as people are laid 
off with little hope of finding another
job. While banks and corporations get 
bailed out, average people must fend for 
themselves. One of the trends experts 
and journalists are noticing is that some 
are enlisting in the US military to bail 
themselves out.

In recent years the military has 
been the employer of last resort for the 
marginalized. This often meant that 
poor and working class people enlisted 
because they were under-educated or 
under-employed and needed what the 
military claimed to offer. 

These challenging economic times are 
compelling middle and lower middle class 
individuals to likewise see the perceived 
benefits of enlistment as appealing. David
Chu, undersecretary of the Department 
of Defense, has noted that the military 
gains when things look less positive in 
civil society. It is clear that the military 
is working to attract those who wouldn’t 
have ordinarily considered the military as 
an employer. 

The Department of Defense budgeted 
$1.6 billion for FY 2009 to cover “recruit-
ment and advertising” for all the branches. 
Looking at the President’s budget it is no 
longer easy to see the total cost of military 
recruitment efforts. These would include 
such things as the cost of vehicles leased or 
owned by the military for local recruiters, 
and the cost of recruiting centers leased by 
each individual branch. Nonetheless, we 
do know that the Army, for example, has 
taken a $12 million experimental measure 
to attract individuals in what they call a 
“marketing and sales experiment” designed 
to use Army simulators and video games as a 

draw. Its new recruitment facility, known 
as the Army Experience Center (AEC), 
is strategically placed in an outlet shop-
ping mall in the Greater Northeast part of 
Philadelphia. Northeast Philadelphia is not 
an area known for its affluence.

The AEC is supposed to be a pilot 
program that lasts two years and could be 
the model for other centers in shopping 
malls around the nation. Reports show that 
the new AEC has brought in more recruits 
during its first few months of operation
than regular Army recruitment offices ob-
tain in a year. If the US economy remains 
stagnant we can presume that the military 
will be there to pick up the pieces as more 
middle class individuals find themselves
struggling to survive.

 

Young people experience the “cool” environment of real weapons at the Army Experience Center. They 
can check out mission simulators, Apache and Blackhawk Helicopters, high-tech video simulators and 
more. Photo: Army Experience Center

The Military Alternatives Education 
Project (MAEP), a coalition of local 
peace and social justice organizations, 
believes that young people deserve full 
information about the choices they face 
regarding war and military service. We 
believe that the community has a re-
sponsibility to ensure that young people 
have access to this information. We also 
believe that everyone has the right to a 
college education and job training. 

MAEP regularly staffs informational 
tables at high schools and community 
events. In April we participated in two 
high school career fairs and the Red Cross 
Southside community fair. Among the 
resources we provide are: information on 
non-traditional careers, paid and unpaid 
post-high school service opportunities, 
non-military sources of college funding, 
key questions to ask military recruiters, 
common myths about military service, 
free stickers and buttons opposing military 
recruitment, and much more.

MAEP is always in need of more 
people to staff tables, identify new op-
portunities for presentations and improve 
our display materials. Please contact 
Jessica to get involved.

PNL Graphic: Chad Hovey
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Christine works with the Global Fund for 
Women (www.globalfundforwomen.org) and 
is a senior analyst with Foreign Policy In 
Focus (FPIF). Gwyn is a member of Women 
for Genuine Security (www.genuinesecurity.
org). This article is condensed from the original 
published by FPIF (www.fpif.org).

Christine Ahn and Gwyn Kirk

A silver lining in the economic crisis is 
that critiques of excessive military spend-
ing are beginning to echo around Capitol 
Hill. To expose the ways that militarism 
creeps into our national budgets, foreign 
policies and popular culture, we produced 
an anti-militarism fashion show for the 
“Security Without Empire” conference 
in Washington, DC last February. Here 
are a few of the outfits we featured.

The Militarized National 
Budget
A camouflage jacket represents half of
the federal discretionary budget devoted 
to war, and the skirt shows the other half, 
allocated to civilian needs. The colors 
on the skirt are blue for health, yellow 
for energy, red for transportation and 
purple for international affairs. Tucked 
between the pleats of the skirt is more 
camouflage, representing more military
spending: Veterans Administration sneaks 
into the health budget, Homeland Security 
creeps into transportation, NASA and 
nuclear weapons research is in the energy 
budget and international affairs includes 
the training of foreign troops.

But that’s not the full story. Under-
neath the military budget is a tank top 
featuring a corporate logo flag to show
how billions of “defense” dollars go 
to Pentagon contractors like Lockheed 
Martin, Boeing and Northrop Grumman. 
Hidden underneath the Uncle Sam hat is 
a long white scarf representing the $700 
billion-plus supplemental spending for the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Since the 
United States doesn’t have the money to 
finance these wars, other nations – notably
China but also Japan and Saudi Arabia are 
bankrolling US debts, represented by a 
Chinese Peoples’ Army cap.

The People’s Budget
This three-piece outfit features pockets:
deep pockets, inside pockets, and pockets 

within pockets. A padded Social Security 
pouch is zipped up tight and padlocked. 
Camo pockets hold money for veterans’ 
benefits, retraining recruiters, soldiers,
top brass and Pentagon bureaucrats, to 
convert bases for community use, and to 
clean up toxic waste caused by military 
training and wars.

The model hurls out a wad of bills 
showing that there’s plenty of money 
– for education, health care, drug treat-
ment, AIDS research, renewable energy, 
good public transit, affordable homes, 
parks and gardens, mending everything 
that’s broken and bringing good food to 
poor neighborhoods. There’s money for 
community centers, libraries, eldercare, 
children and everyone who needs it. There’s 
money for poets and poetry, translators so 
we can really communicate, music, theater, 
dance, painting and everything you can 
imagine that we need to live in peace and 
with justice.

War Is Not Sexy
This short, strapless, body-hugging dress 
symbolizes the recruiters’ subliminal mes-

sage that war is sexy. The forest green stretch 
cotton mirrors the Army’s dress uniform. A 
row of jewels replicate medals, an alluring 
promise of possibility for a young woman 
with brains but few options. Topping off 
this outfit is a short protective cape of camo
fur fabric and heavy gold bracelets – gold 
bling – that promises money for college, 

training for the future and a large sign-
ing bonus. What the recruiter hasn’t 
told this young woman is that these 
are really golden handcuffs. Once she 
enlists she’s military property.

As the model turns and removes 
her cape, we see the black train cas-
cading down her back and decorated 
with skulls, showing the dark shadow 
of death and destruction that follow 
in militarism’s wake. This shadow 
may haunt her long after she leaves 
the military, perhaps suffering from 
military injuries, PTSD, or the trauma 
of sexual violence at the hands of her 
former military colleagues.

Youth from a counter-recruitment 
project in Portland, Oregon designed 
this outfit to counter the seductive
promises recruiters make.

The Military Deploys Gender
We also showcased outfits to show how
militarism and gender intersect, using 
a few examples from WWII up to the 
present: “Rosie the Riveter,” “Bikini,” 
“War Bride,” “Patriotic Woman” and 
“Power Suit.”

Rosie the Riveter’s trademark outfit
features denim work pants, rolled-up 

sleeves, red bandana and can-do attitude. 
Rosie represents women who worked in 
factories, shipyards and airplane construction 
during World War II. Rose Will Monroe, the 
inspiration for the iconic Rosie, worked as 
a riveter building B-24 and B-29 bombers. 
She starred in a promotional film and poster
campaign used to encourage middle-class 
women to join the workforce to support the 
war effort. After the war many women lost 
their jobs as priority in employment was 
given to returning servicemen. 

Another way women support war and 
preparations for war is as entertainers, 
considered essential to military morale. A 
two-piece bathing suit was a staple for any 
girl entertaining the troops like a classic 
red, white and blue bikini top made by none 
other than Old Navy, paired with a short, 

Fashion Resistance to Militarism

“Military Bride”, modeled by Hikaru Kasahara. 
Photo: Araceli Curiel and Ricky Chung 
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short skirt. This outfit also has militarized
origins. A Paris fashion designer chose the 
name “bikini” after the US conducted atomic 
testing in 1946 on Bikini Atoll in the South 
Pacific because this name dominated world
headlines when his atom-sized bathing suit 
debuted on the runway. 

A somber wedding dress of camouflage
fleece with black knee-boots and a dramatic
black veil suggests the fate of many women 
who marry US soldiers. Since World War II, 
with the deployment of US troops in Asia, 
over 200,000 Japanese, Vietnamese, Thai, 
Korean and Filipina women have married 
US servicemen. Many of them were looked 
down upon both by white US society and 
their ethnic immigrant communities. These 
war marriages were often abusive and 
many ended up in divorce. Studies show 
that abuse in military families is higher 
than in civilian ones and more likely to 
involve the use of weapons. 

The military also relies on women’s 
patriotism. In past decades, “Patriotic 
Woman” wore pumps and a tailored dress. 
Our model wore a contemporary version 
of this outfit, a $25 dollar “I Love My

Marine” t-shirt that shows her pride, faith 
and spirit for her fighting guy, and perhaps
her support for the military policies that 
deploy him to a war zone. She’s working 
the “home front,” keeping her family going 
while Dad’s away. She’s there for him, too, 
when he calls in the middle of the night 

from a base near Baghdad. The 
military wants us to believe 
that “every girl loves a guy in 
uniform.” It militarizes our love 
for our sweethearts, husbands, 
sons – and now our military 
daughters too.

We called a simple cotton 
army drab t-shirt and pants 
ensemble the Power Suit. Ac-
cessories include combat boots, 
dog leash, cigarette, smirk and 
“thumbs up” gesture. This 
represented Lynndie England, 
a guard at Abu Ghraib military 
prison near Baghdad, and symbol 

of a terrible twist on sexualized military 
violence, usually perpetrated by men against 
women. Lynndie’s gender was deployed in 
the sexualized humiliation and oppression 
of male prisoners. Her race and nation 
placed her in the dominator role, with 
Arab men in the victimized “female” role. 

Lynndie was among the few lower-ranking 
individuals tried for war crimes, which are 
forbidden under the Geneva Conventions 
but condoned and ordered by higher-ups 
in the (Bush) US chain of command.

As the antiwar movement figures out
how to break the militarized mentality that 
is more pervasive than any war, “Fashion 
Resistance to Militarism” is a popular anti-
dote to help expose the interlocking system 
of policies, institutions, operations and 
values that make up the military-economic-
corporate-congressional-media-academic 
complex. The militarization of everyday 
life is in the air we breathe and the ideas we 
accept. We allow our toddlers to play with 
GI Joe and watch our teenagers “shoot ‘em 
up” in video games. And then we watch 
our policymakers spend $554 billion dol-
lars on “defense.” It is high time that we 
assess and confront how militarized our 
society has become.

For More Information
“Fashion Resistance to Militarism” has 
been produced in several cities across the 
country. The Women of Color Resource 
Center (www.coloredgirls.org) made a 
ten-minute documentary that analyzes how 
militarized our society has become, and 
“Runway Peace Project,” an interactive, 
multimedia fashion show organizing kit 
with popular education games to help you 
produce your own show.

Above: Two views of the “Militarized 
National Budget.” modeled at top by 
Ellen-Rae Cachola. The camouflage jacket 
represents the half of the discretionary 
federal budget devoted to war, and the skirt 
shows the other half of the budget allocated 
to civilian needs...and that’s just the top 
layer. Photos: Peter Samuels; Araceli Curiel 
and Ricky Chung 

SPC’s Fashion Forward Vision
For SPC’s 32nd Birthday Celebration in 
1968 Patty Stern models the “Peace Dress.” 
Longtime SPC member Adelaide Webster 
looks on.
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Summer CSA shares currently available
Pay one price at the beginning of the season and get 20 
weekly deliveries of delicious, local, fresh-off-the-farm, 
organic produce from Grindstone Farm of Pulaski, NY.  

Deliveries start June 16th and are made to “pods” located in 
Syracuse, Liverpool, Fayetteville, and Manlius. 

All sign up forms must be received by June 1st.

Visit our website www.csacny.com for sign up 
forms and more information.

Un Lindo Amanecer: A Beautiful Dawn
After the March 15, 2009 Salvadoran presi-
dential elections, throughout the country 
people declared a new dawn in El Salvador 
with elated bursts of “¡Si se pudo!”/“We 
did it!” and “¡Ganamos!”/“We won!” 

Victory was sweet with the election 
of Mauricio Funes of the FMLN party, the 
guerrilla group to which the Peace Accords 
of 1992 gave legal status. This was an 
unprecedented victory over the right wing, 
US-allied ARENA party, formed by the 
leader of the death squads in El Salvador 
in the 1980s. Post-election analysis by The 
Committee in Solidarity with the People of 
El Salvador declared: “’Hope triumphed 
over fear’ as the Salvadoran people elected 
the first leftist government in their history,
the realization of more than 30 years of 
vision, struggle and sacrifice.”

This election victory is seen as both a 
new beginning in El Salvador, and a new 
phase in the struggle for social justice.  In 
Funes’ election night acceptance speech, he 
said that hope and reconciliation are finally
possible for the first time since promised
in the 1992 Peace Accords.  Funes has made 
a commitment to build alliances that serve 

the needs of the poor majority rather than 
multinational corporations.  

Many Salvadorans appear elated in 
much the same way that minorities in the 
US felt about Obama’s victory in November.  
Lucia, a prominent member of Syracuse’s 
Sister Community in Estancia, Morazán, says 
about the election: “The FMLN looked at 
which ways they could be with the people, 
supporting them, and making sure they 
didn’t believe the negative propaganda. 
The people this year were more conscious 
of voter fraud, and this time they weren’t 
interested in bribes - they voted for their 
children, for the country. Sure there was 
fraud, but this time there was less.”

Don Santos, an older indigenous man 
in Estancia, shared these words regarding 
the election:  “It was El Salvador that re-
ceived and achieved the government that 
we wanted… The triumph was ours; No 
one can deny this, despite so many circum-
stances and political propaganda, fear, and 
terror… We feel very happy and content 
because we have been sent a step forward 
toward liberation… There is a hope that 
change will arrive at the furthest corners of 

the country where the 
people are the poorest 
and most isolated. We 
feel happy because we 
have a government that 
is going to fight for the
poor and is no longer going 
to be associated with the most powerful. 
The government is going to be more with 
us, because it was the pueblo who elected 
the government.” 

Salvadoran Roberto Zamora, who 
lived in Syracuse for almost two years 
as a member of the Syracuse Covenant 
Sanctuary, expressed his elation at Funes’ 
victory:“This is a new dawn not only for 
my family that gave its blood so that the 
seed of hope finally is able to be born, but
also for the thousands of campesino broth-
ers and sisters, students, teachers, priests, 
politicians, and all of the foreigners who 
died in our struggle to bring peace, justice 
and democracy to the Salvadoran people.”  
After so many years of struggle, to the 
Salvadoran people: ¡Adelante!

- Shirley Novak
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NATO Game Over
On March 21, 2009, peace activists, declar-
ing NATO Game Over, closed down the 
NATO headquarters in Evere, 
Brussels. From all over 
Belgium, by bus, bike, taxi, 
public transport and even 
by walking, hundreds of 
activists came to the NATO 
military base headquarters. 
They tried nonviolently to 
enter the NATO terrain. At 
the same time, during a fare-
well ceremony, NATO was 
symbolically buried. Today, 
this burial is symbolic, but 
the will to turn this symbol 
into reality is high.

Despite the massive 
presence of police equipped 
with water cannons, helicop-
ters, horses, kilometres of 
barbed wire, several activists 
managed to enter the military 
base to seal gates, windows and doors. Four 
hundred and fifty activists were arrested
and showed clearly that NATO business 

as usual cannot go on.
“I left Liège this morning and we 

joined the group from Brussels. 
We have left the bus 
on the east side of 
NATO headquarters 
and we have spread 
in smaller groups. 
There were a lot of 
police there. I was 
arrested very quickly 
while I was walking 
towards the fence, 
but I saw at least one 
person who managed 
to climb over the 
fences supported by 
other participants. 
Anyway, we have 
been able to send our 
message very clearly: 
NATO must be shut 

down and the NATO 
nuclear weapons must disappear!” said 
Fabien, a participant.

NATO Game Over is a civil disobe-

dience action. 
We commit an 
offense trying 
to prevent se-
vere crimes. We 
are justified by In-
ternational Law. All over Europe, people 
campaign against NATO. On the same 
day there were also actions in the Neth-
erlands and Germany. In the Netherlands, 
activists occupied the military area of 
Nieuw Milligen where NATO’s mobile 
air surveillance and command system is 
based. In Germany, people protested at 
Büchel nuclear weapons base and a NATO 
headquarters in Heidelberg.

With the NATO Game Over campaign, 
we give our government a message that’s 
hard to ignore: a military alliance which 
intervenes worldwide, which deploys 
nuclear weapons and is prepared to use 
them, is a threat to world peace. Sixty years 
of NATO is more than enough.

From: www.vredesactie.be/article.
php?id=563

– edited by Paul Frazier

“60 Years is Enough! Let’s Make a 
Mummy of NATO!” Graphic: Titom 
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Power to the People
The progressive reforms coming out of Albany recently have 
been a long time coming. Leading up to the November election, 
grassroots groups across the state worked tirelessly to Get Out 
the Vote.  However, Tanika Jones of Citizen Action of Syracuse 
will tell you that “voting is just the first step. People need to take
action if they want to see real change. Elected officials need to
remember that they work for us.” Democrats took the majority 
of the state senate in January, and grassroots groups fought hard 
to make sure they passed reforms to improve the quality of life 
for New Yorkers, and to make sense economically.

When Governor Patterson proposed cutting health care and 
education spending by $6.5 billion, the Fair Share Coalition 
responded by mobilizing an army of canvassers and volunteers. 
Beginning in late November 2008, people around the state lob-
bied their Senators, wrote letters, orchestrated demonstrations 
and ultimately, succeeded in convincing the State Senate that 
New York needs fair share tax reform. The progressive income 
tax (PIT) will rise for those earning more than $300,000, with a 
further increase for those earning more than $500,000. Rolling 
back the tax cuts of the past 30 years, the PIT is expected to 
raise roughly $4 billion annually. 

In 1973, New York passed what were then considered the 
nation’s harshest drug laws: the Rockefeller Laws. Thirty-five
years of mandatory prison sentencing for non-violent drug related 
crimes have had a disproportionately negative effect on com-
munities of color. The practice of locking up addicts has cost 
the state $500 million annually. For decades, former inmates, 
families, and diverse advocacy groups have fought to “Drop 

the Rock.” A staunch 
advocate of drug 
policy reform, Gov-
ernor Patterson was 
arrested at a 2002 
demonstration in 
front of then-Gov-
ernor Pataki’s office.
This year, legisla-
tors and community activists are celebrating a reform to the 
Rockefeller Laws that acknowledges that drug use is a public 
health problem and should be treated as such. Judges will have 
the discretion to sentence first-time non-violent offenders to
treatment instead of prison.      

The new Bottle Bill expands New York's bottle return law 
to include water bottles, a quarter of all beverages sold in New 
York, and is forecasted to generate around $115 million annu-
ally. It took groups like NYPIRG nine years of organizing to 
pass this common-sense legislation that will reduce litter and 
increase state revenues.   

Unfortunately, most progressive causes don’t have the 
funding to hire talented organizers. For significant changes to
occur, it remains up to those that recognize where the govern-
ment has gone wrong to speak out. The recent reforms are 
proof of a political shift occurring in New York State, not just 
in the Senate but in the street. We the people are learning how 
to harness our collective power. 

- Ursula Rozum

Graphic: Ajay Carroll
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J. Kehaulani Kauanui, Ph.D. is a Kanaka 
Maoli woman born and raised in California 
with ties to family on Kaua`i and throughout 
the archipelago. She is an Associate Profes-
sor of American Studies and Anthropology at 
Wesleyan University, is the author of Hawai-
ian Blood: Colonialism and the Politics of 
Indigeneity and Sovereignty and produces 
and hosts the radio program, “Indigenous 
Politics: From Native New England and 
Beyond” www.indigenouspolitics.com.

Assault on the Hawaiian Nation
J. Kēhaulani Kauanui, Ph.D.

On March 31, 2009, the US Supreme Court 
dealt a major blow to the Hawaiian sover-
eignty movement.  The ruling highlights the 
ongoing struggle over Hawaii’s genealogy 
as an independent nation, the role of the 
US military in taking Hawai`i as its own 
and the question of indigenous rights.  

This history of contested sovereignty 
is masked by Hawaii’s position as the 50th 
state, but as this year marks the fiftieth an-
niversary of Hawaii’s “admission” to the 
union, the legacy of US Empire continues 
to surface and marks an en-
during battle over Hawaiian 
lands.  

In Hawai`i right now, it is 
the conditions of occupation 
and settler colonialism that 
have us now subjected to 
military expansion that feeds 
indigenous homelessness, 
racism, disproportionately 
high incarceration rates, the 
desecration of sacred sites, 
and many more of the atroci-
ties that make up a war on 
Kanaka Maoli (indigenous) 
Hawaiians including this seri-
ous recent legal attack.

The US Supreme Court 
ruled that the State of Hawai`i 
has the authority to sell, 
exchange, or transfer 1.2 
million acres of land formerly 
held by the Hawaiian monarchy as Crown 
and Government Lands. The case came to 
Washington after the Hawaii Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled that the state must keep 
the land trust intact until Kanaka Maoli 
claims to these lands are settled. The state 
ruling was based on a 1993 Congressional 
Apology to the Hawaiian people. 

In its 1993 resolution, Congress ac-
knowledged and apologized for the United 

States’ complicity in the overthrow of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom in violation of bilateral 
treaties and international law. The Apology 
also affirmed, “the indigenous Hawaiian
people never directly relinquished their 
claims to their inherent sovereignty as a 
people or over their national lands to the 
United States, either through their monarchy 
or through a plebiscite or referendum.”

 This contested land constitutes 29% 
of the total land area of what is now known 
as the State of Hawaii and almost all of the 
State’s “public lands.” These lands were 
claimed by the US following the illegal 

overthrow of the legitimate Hawaiian mon-
archy under Queen Lili`uokalani in 1893. In 
a Joint Congressional Resolution in 1898, 
the Hawaiian Islands were annexed by an 
agreement with the “Republic of Hawai`i,” 
which had been created by those who over-
threw the traditional government. 

Last month’s Supreme Court ruling 
that the Apology Resolution has no legal 
effect, and therefore the state has “absolute 
title” to these lands is a legal fiction to
cover up the fact that the US government 
accepted stolen lands. The Republic of 
Hawaii (formed by those who overthrew 
the monarchy) had no right to cede these 
lands to the US because they were taken 
without Hawaiian people’s consent and 
without compensation. The ruling serves 
as a preemptive move to foreclose the pos-
sibility of restoring the Hawaiian nation 
under international law, especially since 
Hawai`i was not annexed by treaty.

What looms in the background is the 
question of a political settlement with 
Native Hawaiians. There is a bill before 
Congress that would reconstitute a “Native 
Hawaiian Government” under US policy 
on Native Americans—The Hawaiian 
Reorganization Act of 2009, commonly 
referred to as the “Akaka bill” after its 
author US Senator Daniel Akaka (D-HI). 
It is telling that Robin Puanani Danner, 
CEO & President of the Council for Native 
Hawaiian Advancement & Native Hawai-
ian Economic Alliance—a major driving 
force for passage of the Akaka bill—issued 

a statement right after the 
ruling, exclaiming how the 
case relates to their proposal 
for a land claims settlement. 
Settlement is a sell-out, and 
the Akaka bill provides the 
legislative framework for 
that resolution. 

Adopting this law would 
be yet another blow against the 
sovereignty of the Hawaiian 
Nation, which is why over 
a dozen diverse grassroots 
Hawaiian organizations 
oppose it including Hui Pu, 
and those that constitute the 
Hawaiian Independence Ac-
tion Alliance.

The continuing crimes 
against the Hawaiian nation 
since 1893, the implications 
of which continue to this day, 

deserve careful scrutiny by an international 
court, not the court of the conqueror.

Indeed, many Kanaka Maoli and other 
Kingdom heirs insist that the US govern-
ment should submit its legal position 
to the International Permanent Court of 
Arbitration for a fair and just resolution. 
Without an appropriate process, there can 
be no reconciliation. Without reconcilia-
tion, there can be no justice.

Protesters gather in front of Kamehameha Statue on the grounds of the Judiciary 
Building in Honolulu to signal to passersby their displeasure with the US 
government and the state of Hawaii’s attempts to classify Hawaiians as Native 
Americans by imposing a domestic dependent form of native governance. The 
message: “NO TO AKAKA BILL.” Photo: David Ma

For more information on the Hawaiian 
Sovereignty Movement, see:

The Hawaiian Independence Action Alliance
www.hawaiianindependencealliance.org
The Hawaiian Kingdom
www.hawaiiankingdom.com
Hawai`i – Independent and Sovereign
www.hawaii-nation.org
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Ramos Renovations
Carpentry, drywall, painting, 

siding, roofing, landscaping, new 
lawns, trees, walks, patios, grading, 

excavating. Insured. References.

508 Broad St. Syracuse NY 13210
Rufino Maya Ramos  476-7175

four declared candidates participated, and over 65 community 
members attended to ask questions and listen. Howie Hawkins 
and local reporter Walt Sheppard asked questions on behalf 
of the coalition. With media coverage before and following 
the event, Public Power gained significant visibility. While
none of the candidates took definitive positions, all
expressed serious interest in public power. For more 
information, visit www.cnypublicpower.net

SPC Interns Finish Up 
We were very fortunate this semester to have not 
one or two, but five student interns working with us.
Stella Adegite (Syracuse University) used her talents 
to investigate potential Birthday Dinner speakers, 
distribute our broadside Change the Times all over 
SU (including passing them out in class) and write 
for the PNL. Caragh “Event Planner” Frye (Le 
Moyne) was an integral part of Bowlathon planning, 
made bus packets for the trip to the march on the 
Pentagon and has started organizing SPC’s Speakers 
Bureau. Kim Hurley (Le Moyne) only “owed” SPC 
a few hours for a class project, but she came in every Friday to 
create an up-to-date regional contacts list from a motley set of 
outdated lists. Michael Otieno Orwa (SU), an activist himself 
from Kenya, helped SPC’s finance committee as a project for

his course on finances for non-profits. Takayuki Suzuki (SUNY
Environmental Science and Forestry) researched the impact of 
war and militarism on the environment and is now creating a 
brochure to highlight some of the key environmental impacts 
of militarism.

To these motivated and enthusiastic students, we say thank 
you – and keep working to improve the world.

Landscaping at the 
Center for Peace and 

Social Justice

SPC in Action / from page 4

Bottom: Half a dozen SU students joined the Center’s landscaping 
committee and other volunteers to dig up grass, plant perennials and 
mulch to continue the greening and beautification process at the Center. 
Over the months to come, stop by to admire the fruits of their labor. 
And while you’re at it, visit SPC on the second floor. Top: Landscaper 
Scott Luscombe works together with gardener-in-training Eli Mager. 
Photos: Andy Mager
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continued on next page Aly is a longtime SPC intern.

Nonviolence: 
The Discipline and Challenge of Love
Aly Wane

I recently read Anna Baltzer’s moving book 
Witness in Palestine: a Jewish American 
Woman in the Occupied Territories. In it, 
she describes the horrors and humiliations 
endured by Palestinians day in and day out. 
The litany of suffering is extensive: the in-
dignity of waiting for hours at “checkpoints” 
designed more to subdue than to protect, 
the beatings and shootings by overzealous 
Israeli settlers, the scorn and derision of 
Israeli Defense Force (IDF) officers, the
demolition of houses, etc.…As I finished
the book, I was filled with rage. Rage at
IDF soldiers, rage at the self-righteousness 
of the settlers and even rage at the mass 
of Israeli citizens who refuse to know 
about these human rights abuses and even 
condone them.

Then I did what nonviolent discipline 
requires. I pictured each soldier, each settler 
and each Israeli citizen as a complex human 
being who should not be reduced to his or 
her worst actions. I tried to picture soldiers 
being kind fathers, settlers as humans with 
their own history of trauma. Even the “op-
pressor” has a story. Simply put, I refused 
to de-humanize the “oppressor.” Instead, I 
turned my rage into analysis. That is what  
nonviolence requires: the refusal to look 
away from tragedy, coupled with a desire 
to avoid simplistic either/or solutions that 
choose self righteous “camps.”

Nonviolence is more than a political 
tactic: it is a way of life. It is a promise, 
a dedication to the idea that every life 
is sacred and deserves respect and con-
sideration. Nonviolence is a rejection of 
chauvinism, the idea that one class, group 
of people or adherents of a particular phi-
losophy or religion are inherently more 
“deserving” than any other. It is a practical 
attempt to implement the value we refer 
to as “Love.”

Why are there so few people willing 
to adopt this philosophy of nonviolence? I 
believe that there are three explanations for 
this: the innate human instinct of aggres-
sion, the difficulty of resisting a “black and
white” view of the world and the disease 
of militarism.

Natural Aggression vs. Warfare
When I was 16, I got into an altercation 
with a friend. He started to hit me on the 
shoulder. At the time, I was training myself 
to respond nonviolently to aggression, 
and I tried not to retaliate. As the punches 
continued, however, my anger grew and 
before I realized it I had pinned my friend 
on the floor and was about to hit him. I was
stunned at the rapidity and fierceness of my
response. I learned from that experience 
that I am not nonviolent because I am above 
aggression; I am nonviolent because I know 
how my potential for aggression can lead 
to disastrous consequences.

As human animals, one of the evo-
lutionary legacies is the “fight or flight”
response. When threatened, to survive 
humans respond with fear and aggression. 
This response is hardwired into us. Our 
aggressive feelings are natural. Warfare, 
the organized use of violence to destroy 
individuals toward whom we have no 
natural animosity , however, is unnatural. 
There is nothing wrong with anger – when 
properly harnessed it is a necessary, useful 
emotion. When one witnesses injustice, 
anger is an appropriate response. Zack 
De La Rocha, lead singer of the political 

rock band Rage Against the Machine, 
tells us that there are times when “Anger 
is a Gift.” To remain silent in the face of 
injustice and inequality is cowardly. And 
contrary to popular opinion, nonviolence 
is not passive.

Some activists use the terminology 
of warfare to describe the discipline of 
the nonviolent individual; they speak of 
nonviolent “warriors” who are as dedicated 
to peace as some soldiers are dedicated to 
war. The main difference between the non-
violent “warrior” and the soldier, however, 
is that while both may be willing to die for 
their ideals, the nonviolent warrior refuses 
to kill for that ideal. While the soldier  is 
indoctrinated into using his natural aggres-
sive tendencies to destroy the enemy, the 
nonviolent warrior channels that aggression 
into action that liberates both parties. This, 
however, takes courage and discipline. When 
Martin Luther King unleashed the force 
of nonviolent organizing in the South, he 
knew that it would require the “soul force” 
of many determined individuals. It was an 
experiment and a gamble, with successes, 
as well as many painful “failures.”

Outside Caen World War II Memorial in Normandy, France. Photo: Tico on flickr.com
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Nonviolence / from page 13

Love and Self Righteousness
The second reason why nonviolence is 
so difficult to embrace, is the tendency of
humans to think of themselves as being 
in the absolute “right.” While righteous 
indignation can be a part of nonviolent 
activism the true adherent of nonviolence 
refuses to claim that he or she is in any 
way “better” than the perceived enemy. 
She recognizes that there 
is goodness even in the 
oppressor, and that no 
human being is above 
committing acts of evil. 
By being compassionate 
towards the enemy, she 
is also being compas-
sionate towards herself. 
She recognizes that she 
has also been wrong at 
times and that there is 
potential for good in all. 
As human beings, we are 
addicted to the belief that 
we and our immediate 
community are in the 
right, while “outsiders,” 
those who come from 
different cultural and 
religious backgrounds, 
are “wrong.” 

It is difficult to adopt
a nonviolent stance be-
cause it is easier to believe 
in moral absolutes than it is to accept am-
biguity. We all know activists who have 
become so enthralled with their “cause” that 
they lose the ability to work effectively with 
others and accept the compromises neces-
sary to build a broad movement. Dorothy 
Day, the great Catholic nonviolent activist 
who founded the Catholic Worker move-
ment, often said that the greatest sin of the 
nonviolent practitioner is arrogance.

The Pressure of Militarism
The third reason nonviolence is so hard to 
adopt is the pressure put on the individual 
by our militaristic nation states. From early 
in life we are told to obey the laws of the 
land and that our nation is the “best” nation 
in the world. The US is one of the most 
militaristic empires the world has ever 
seen and we are the only nation to have 
ever used the atomic bomb. Yet we are told 
this is justified by our “national interest to
preserve our way of life.”

The goals of the US empire (which are 
no different than any other empire) are to 
maintain military and economic interests at 
the expense of the rights of other nations. 
Recall the 1948 quote of George Kennan, 
one of the greatest US diplomats: “We 
have about 50% of the world’s wealth, 
and about 6.3% of its population…our 
real task…is to maintain this position of 
disparity….We should cease to talk about 
vague and…unreal objectives such as hu-
man rights, the raising of living standards, 
and democratization.” 

Maintaining this self-interest requires a 
military force to protect “our” multinational 
corporations abroad. As the “liberal” com-
mentator Thomas Friedman wrote in The 
New York Times: “The hidden hand of the 
market will never work without a hidden 
fist. McDonald's cannot flourish without
McDonnell Douglas, the designer of the 
F-15. And the hidden fist that keeps the
world safe for Silicon Valley's technologies 
is called the US Army, Air Force, Navy and 
Marine Corps.” Paradoxically, the military 
itself is proof that warfare is not a natural 
state of affairs. 

In order to convince most recruits to 
participate in warfare, they must undergo 
“basic training,” a program designed to 
break down all the natural impulses to 
resist killing while not in a state of per-
sonal enmity towards others. The recruit 
has to be made to lose his/her sense of 
agency, rely on superiors for guidance 
and be subjected to awful, dehumanizing 
stereotypes about the enemy. (In Iraq and 

A nonviolence training session held in the West Bank in March 2007. Photo: delayed gratification 
on flickr.com

Afghanistan for example, our soldiers are 
taught to think of “Arabs” – a deliberately 
vague racial term – with the derogatory 
epithet “hadji.” Ironically, hadji refers to 
a Muslim who has made the pilgrimage to 
Mecca, a duty and great honor for Mus-
lims. Here, however, the term is meant to 
emphasize the “otherness” of the enemy. 
This de-humanization is necessary to sup-
press the natural tendency of the soldier 
to feel compassion for the other; in other 
words, to neutralize the instinct to love 
and connect.

Mil i tar ism 
pervades other as-
pects of our culture 
which celebrates 
violence through 
TV, film, video
games and para-
military local law 
enforcement. We 
are conditioned 
from an early age 
to think of violence 
as the solution to 
our ills. It is hard 
to resist this. 

The abolition 
of war must be 
the ultimate goal 
of the nonviolent 
resistance move-
ment. While war 
seems ubiquitous, 
it is not an inher-
ent part of human 

nature. As noted, we need to coerce or 
indoctrinate people to perform the duties 
of the soldier. 

We are at a dangerous moment in hu-
man history. Nowadays far more civilians 
die in war than soldiers. The human race 
now possesses enough nuclear weapons 
to wipe ourselves off the planet. The US 
spends twice as much on the military as all 
other nations in the world combined. This 
is a suicidal waste of resources. War itself 
must be the “target” of our struggle. This 
may seem Utopian, but it is simple logic. 
The “realists” would have us keep building 
bombs and tanks and simply “hope” that fear 
will keep us from destroying one another. 
We can no longer afford that gamble. 

Just as the abolition of slavery was 
once seen as a pipe dream, the abolition of 
war as a goal will be ridiculed. That should 
not deter us from pressing on towards that 
goal. We must learn to love the planet and 
ourselves before it is too late. I am not 
optimistic, but I am hopeful.
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Letter to theLetters to the

Unions Yes, A Response
I would like to respond to Gregg and Susan Spindler’s letter in 
last month’s PNL. The letter, titled “Fair Share and Business as 
Usual” had many valid points that I applaud. However, as an 
employee of the Health Care Education Project of 1199 SEIU, 
I need to respond to some of their points.

The Spindlers make the argument that unions like 1199 
SEIU, “are not really concerned with distribution of wealth, 
but rather seek to maintain the status quo.” I disagree. The Fair 
Share Coalition was a broad based coalition that was fighting
very real cuts that would have devastated health care delivery 
in our community and across the state. Though I agree that 
we need to address the larger concern about how and who is 
taxed in our state, our communities were facing devastating 
cuts that would have been felt from Syracuse to the Spindlers 
home in Cazenovia. The Fair Share Coalition had to deal with 
the immediate problem of the cuts. And now with the budget 
passed, we can deal with the larger issues of increasing the 
progressivity of our state income tax system. 

We also seek to address what you referred to as, “how much 
is wasted on needless bureaucracy.” This statement refers to 
the need for health care reform, which 1199 SEIU supports. 
We believe in: assuring affordable, quality health coverage 
for all Americans, maintaining coverage when you change 
or lose your job, ending barriers to coverage for people with 
pre-existing medical conditions, improving patient safety and 
quality of care, investing in prevention and wellness, protect-
ing families from bankruptcy or debt because of health care 
costs and reducing long-term growth of health care costs for 
businesses and government. I think that these are values on 
which all of us as progressives can agree.

There was one piece of the letter that I disagree with 
strongly. The Spindlers blame the loss in union density on the 
fact that “working people do not recognize the need or value 
of union membership.” This statement does not reflect the re-
ality of the onslaught that workers face when they try to form 
a union. Workers who try to exercise their constitutional right 
are routinely harassed, forced into captive audience meetings, 
and fed all sorts of lies from their employer to avoid unioniza-
tion. The remedies within the law are so weak that employers 
break the law rather than deal with their workforce at the 
bargaining table. 

The contention that workers do not want unions simply 
does not reflect reality. According to polling by Hart Research
Associates in 2005, more than 65% of US workers would join a 
union tomorrow if they could – which would lead to 40 million 
new workers joining unions. However, those workers haven’t 
had the chance because of weak laws.

The US Labor Movement is responding to this attack on 
workers by supporting the Employee Free Choice Act (EFCA), 
a bill that has been introduced into both the US House and 
Senate. The legislation is patterned on union organizing rules 
in Canada and Western Europe. The public supports EFCA, 
73% according to a February 2009 survey, though corporate 
interests are fighting it tooth and nail.

Lastly, I take issue with comparing the US and European 
political systems. Most of Europe uses proportional representa-
tion. Our system is winner take all. We can argue which system 
is better (I think that the proportional system works better). 
But, as Saul Alinsky once stated, “Tactics mean doing what 
you can with what you have.” We have to change the system 
as it presents itself. To simply walk away when our enemies 
are attacking us would be foolish. And we will never back 
away from a fight.

–Mark Spadafore
Liverpool, NY

Send a Letter to the PNL
Have comments on an issue covered by the PNL? Or an 
issue you think we should cover? We welcome letters to 
the editor. Email pnl@peacecouncil.net or mail to: 

Peace Newsletter
2013 E. Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13210



31 June 1 2 3 4 5 6

10 11 12
13 14 15 16

5 6 7 8 9

17 18 19
20 21

22
23

24 25
26

27 28 29 30

7 8
9

10 11 12 13

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced by 
SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

EVERY WED:  Open Figure 
Drawing. 7-10pm. Westcott Com-
munity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Beyond Elections: Lessons 
from Latin America (film)

7pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. Refreshments. 
Free.

PFLAG Monthly Meet ing.  
7:30pm, First UU Church, 250 
Waring Rd. 446-5940. Helpline 
635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition. 7pm. Pay-
ton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. 
476-7475. 

SUN SW Action Comm. 7pm. 
Brady Faith, 404 South Ave. 
476-7475.

P N L  J u n e  C a l e n d a r 
Deadline. Submit items 
to pnl@peacecouncil.net or 
472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm, St. Vincent's Parish 
Ctr. (enter on Winton St.), donation. 
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8 pm. Westcott Community Ctr, 
826 Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm. Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org.

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. 
Info: peacecouncil.net, 472-
5478, spc@peacecouncil.net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

Syracuse United Neighbors  
Skunk City Neighborhood As-
sociation. 6:30 pm. Mundy Library, 
1204 S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. 9am. Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St. Pat 
Rector, 474-4821.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition. 5:30-7pm. SPC, 
2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd flr. 
Come work on the Progressive 
Platform for the next Mayor! Andy, 
472-5478.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 3 
pm. Hanover Sq. Meal prep. - noon. 
728 Westcott St. 750-8130.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy 
Now! Time Warner Ca ble 
Channel 98, 9-11am.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Amnesty International meeting. 
DeWitt Library, Shoppingtown 
Mall. 5:30-7pm. Rosy George, 
aisyrchapter@yahoo.com. 

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 2013 
East Genesee St., 2nd floor. 
FREE PIZZA. 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach 
4:45-5:30pm. Seneca Tpk. 
and S. Salina St. (Valley) 
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach 
4:45-5:30 pm James St. and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside).

Weekly Peace Outreach 
4:45-5:30 pm Rt. 57 & Vine St. 
(Liverpool) 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach 
4:45-5:30pm Rt. 257 (Fayette 
St.) and Rt. 173/E. Seneca 
Tpk. (Manlius).

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm. 
Church of Saint Therese, 1304 
Lancaster Ave. 770-2155.

EVERY SATURDAY:  Peace 
Outreach. 9-10 am. Regional 
Market, Park St. 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach 4:45-
5:30 pm E. Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd E. (Dewitt).

Weekly Peace Outreach 4:45-
5:30 pm West St. and Seymour 
St. (Near Westside).

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm. Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org.

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition. 7pm. Pay-
ton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. 
476-7475. 

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm. 
Church of Saint Therese, 1304 
Lancaster Ave. 770-2155.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting. 7pm. 2013 East Gen-
esee St., 2nd floor. 472-5478. 
Open to SPC supporters.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting. 7pm. 2013 East Gen-
esee St., 2nd floor. 472-5478. 
Open to SPC supporters.

Bikes4Peace Vol. Orientation. 
11 am-noon. Syracuse Center. 
2013 E. Genesee St. 472-5478.

Cafe Q - A Weekly Coffeehouse/
Social. 8pm. SU LGBT Resource 
Center, 750 Ostrom Ave.

FridayFLICS: Roger and Me. 
(Directed by Michael Moore) 8pm. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 
$5 suggested donation. www.
artragegallery.org.

Say Yes to Yes Men Film. 
7 pm. ArtRage, 505 Hawley 
Ave. Suggested donation 
$10-50 (no one turned away). 
Benefit for SPC staff salaries. 
Refreshments. 472-5478.

CNY Working for Palestinian-
Israel Peace Meeting. 7pm. 
SPC, 2013 E. Genesee St. 
Andy, andy@peacecouncil.net, 
472-5478.

FridayFLICS: Nine to Five. 8pm. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 
$5 suggested donation. www.
artragegallery.org.

Landscaping Work Project. Syra-
cuse Center, 2013 E. Genesee 
St. Andy, info@syracusecenter.
org, 472-5478.

University Neighborhood Kitch-
en Tour. 10am-3pm. Westcott 
Community Center, 826 Euclid 
Ave. Steve, steves@westcottcc.
org. 478-8634.

The Third Thursday - A Citywide 
Arts Opening Night. 5-8pm. Vari-
ous Locations. www.th3syracuse.
com.

FridayFLICS: American Dream. 
8pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. $5 suggested donation. www.
artragegallery.org.

Creative Bike Showcase. 2-5pm. 
Boys and Girls Club, Shonnard St. 
Presented by Westside Neighbor-
hood Arts Council. Nancy Keefe 
Rhodes 637-0185.

FridayFLICS: Modern Times. 
(Directed by Charlie Chaplin) 
8pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. $5 suggested donation. www.
artragegallery.org.

Pax Christi Meeting. 9:30 am. 208 
Slocum Ave. Frank, fhwooly@aol.
com, 446-1693.

Sat & Sun: 7th Annual Westcott 
Art Trail Sale. East Side/ Westcott 
neighborhood and at Westcott 
Community Center. $55/per artist. 
Lauren 472-0108.

Open Mic at Sushi Blues, 18 
Broad St, Hamilton. 7:30-9 pm.

Sat & Sun: 7th Annual Westcott 
Art Trail Sale. Lauren 472-0108.

May 3-23: Nothing to Hide: Mental 
Illness in the Family. Photo and 
painting exhibit. ArtRage Gallery, 
505 Hawley Ave. $5 suggested 
donation. www.artragegallery.org.

Business Planning 101. 6-8pm. 
Assisi Center, 800 N. Salina St. 
Free. 476-1451.

Credit Repair for Entrepreneurs. 
6-8pm. Assisi Center, 800 N. Salina 
St. Free. 476-1451.

Small Business Financing. 6-
8pm. Assisi Center, 800 N. Salina 
St. Free. 476-1451.

3

artragegallery.org.

East Genesee St., 2nd floor. 
4pm. 2013 

East Genesee St., 2nd floor. 

5
4pm. 2013 

East Genesee St., 2nd floor. 

13
SPC Steering Committee 

7pm. 2013 East Gen-

12404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  

SPC Steering Committee 
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