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Fracking. Hydrofracking. Harsh, percussive words. Have 
you heard them? Seen them on buttons, bumper stickers, in 
headlines? What is fracking? Why is it surfacing here and now? 
This PNL section aims to provide a basic overview of as many 
facets as possible in one place; to give a puzzled citizen a sense 
of the many ways this process would impact our state.
So what is fracking?  The word itself is short for “hydraulic 
fracturing,” a gas industry term for a method of extracting natural 
gas.  In the layers of shale that are under much of New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, and West Virginia, natural gas does 
not occur in pockets as it does in other layers of rock, so the gas 
is not accessible using conventional drilling methods. Instead, 
tiny amounts of gas are scattered within the shale. To get this 
gas out, the industry uses high volume slickwater hydraulic frac-
turing. A shaft is drilled down vertically thousands of feet. The 
drilling is then angled horizontally, sometimes over a mile and 
in several directions. A huge amount of water mixed with sand 
and a chemical cocktail is then forced under very high pressure 
into the horizontal shaft, causing the shale to break up or fracture. 
Some of the fracking  uid  ows back out, and the released gas 

moves into the new passages and  ows to the surface.
 New York State is deciding right now whether or not to allow 
this form of hydrofracking. While the gas industry paints a rosy 
picture, the experiences of other states tell a different story. 
 New York has the opportunity to take the time to look hard 
at fracking and make a good choice for our state.  The New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is 
currently reviewing over 13,000 comments on its draft Supple-
mental Generic Environmental Impact Statement (dSGEIS) 
on hydrofracking.  The US Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) has been tasked by Congress to study hydrofracking’s 
effects on drinking water.  But both agencies are under consider-
able pressure from the oil and gas industry to cut corners and 
allow hydrofracking as soon as possible with minimal oversight.  
NYSDEC has taken the small step of making it more dif cult 
for drillers to get approval in the Catskill and Skaneateles wa-
tersheds, but everyone needs clean drinking water, not just NYC 
and Syracuse.   The only way to protect ourselves from the oil 
and gas industry is to inform ourselves – it is our hope that this 
special section of the PNL will begin to do just that.

Hydrofracking

Special Section 
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Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Andy Mager
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Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net 
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net  • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Poetry for Peace
Wednesday, June 23

6 pm - potluck picnic
7 pm - poetry

Thornden Park Amphitheatre

Hosted by Georgia Popoff, local poets 
will share some of their work. Bring 
some of your own or a favorite by 
someone else to read.

In case of rain we’ll be under the 
pavilion next to the playground. Contact 
Andy. Free.
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Oren Lyons, Phil Arnold, Roy 
Simmons, Jr. and Jim Ridlon 
spoke about the Haudenosaunee 
Roots of Lacrosse to nearly 600 
people at Syracuse Stage (April 
5) as part of the Onondaga Land 
Rights & Our Common Future 
series. Photo: Elisa Iribarne

Tapping into Youthful 
Creativity

SPC’s first annual Art for Peace
Contest concluded with a celebra-
tion at ArtRage Gallery on April 
29. Over 30 people, most new to 
SPC, came out to view the posters 
and hear the poems. The student 
writers delighted the crowd by 
reading their work.

More than 60 students from three 
Syracuse high schools responded 
to the theme, “How Can We Build 
Peace?” The contest was part of 
SPC’s increased efforts to connect 
with and inspire young people.

Coordinated by interns Mar-
jory Elwell (SU) and Samantha 
Salvato (Le Moyne), we learned 
how much effort it takes to con-
nect with students. SPC hopes 
to expand the project next year. 
Contact Jessica.

Bikes 4 Peace  
2010 Schedule

Thanks to help from Mello Velo bike shop, 
Bikes for Peace held its annual new volunteer 
training on May 19. We’re excited to have 
several new people joining our core team. 
Our free summer bike clinics will be held 
on Monday nights from 5-7 pm. We kick 
off the season at the Northeast Community 
Center (716 Hawley Ave.) on June 21 and 
28. We’ll be on the Westside at the Spanish 
Action League/La Liga (700 Oswego St.) 
on July 12 and 19. We’ll finish up back on
the Eastside at Loguen Park (E. Genesee 
St.and Lexington St.) on August 2 and 9. 
Contact Jessica.

Summer Youth Outreach
SPC’s youth and militarism committee is 
wrapping up our high school outreach and 
working to connect with summer youth 

programs. We plan to offer facilitated 
discussions focused on “Truth in Military 
Recruiting” and “Youth Activism.” We have 
also begun connecting with the ACTS clergy 
caucus to provide presentations to church 
youth groups and congregations.

In addition to outreach, we hope to 
expand our display materials in preparation 
for fall tabling. If you have graphic design 
or artistic skills and would like to help us 
create a new table top display or other 
materials, contact Andy or Jessica.

Interns, Interns, Interns
During the spring semester, we hosted student 
interns from Syracuse University, Le Moyne 
College, Onondaga Community College, 
SUNY Oswego, SUNY ESF, Bennington 
College (VT) and Wells College. They 
assisted with Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation, our Strike for Peace Bowlathon, 
antiwars organizing (including the bus trip 
to DC and our April 25 regional anti-Reaper 
drone demonstration), and youth and mili-
tarism work, as well as general office tasks

like updating our website, 
sending out the e-newslet-
ter and mailing the PNL. 
Thanks and best wishes to 
Evan Braun, Amber Coon, 
Marjory Elwell, Kara Kief-
fer, Kirsti Maurer, Stanley 
Charles Milewski, Katherine 
Raymond, Breanna Rolland, 
Samantha Salvato and Janina 
Swierk.

We’ve also begun wel-
coming our first summer
interns. Amelia Ramsey-
Lefevre and Nissa Thor 
will soon be joined by Sam 
Buchbauer, Sarah Finerghty 
and Lin Lin Wang. Erin 
O’Neill is continuing her 
internship with NOON. 
We’re pleased that several 
of our spring interns are 
returning in the fall and 

plan to stay connected. 
 

Pride and Juneteenth 
Parades in June 

SPC plans to once again march in both the 
local Pride and Juneteenth parades. The chal-
lenge is that both parades are on Saturday, 
June 19 at the same time (around noon to 
1). Want to march in an SPC contingent in 
either parade? It’s a fun way to show our 
solidarity. Contact Carol. 

SPC interns Samantha Salvato (left) and Marjory Elwell coordinated the Art 
for Peace contest. They proudly stand in front of the posters in the ArtRage 
Gallery front window, where they hung for two weeks. Photo: Andy Mager
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SPC in Action / from previous page

No War, No Occupation, No 
Empire Committee

After organizing the April 25 protest of the 
wars and the Reaper drones piloted from 
nearby Hancock Air Base, SPC's No War, 
No Occupation, No Empire committee has 
started making summer plans. One chal-
lenge is to integrate our work protesting the 
hunter/killer Reaper with the big picture of 
US war-making and empire-building and 
its impact on people in the US and other 
countries. We want to be highly visible to 
remind people that there are wars underway 
that need to be stopped. To get the word 
out, we're calling all people with creative 
ideas to help with street theater, fliers, etc.
We continue our twice-monthly demos at 
Hancock and twice-weekly demos else-
where. See outreach schedule in the box 
on this page. Contact Carol.

NOON Benefit Concert 
Inspirational But Not a 

Financial Success
Despite a poor turnout, NOON’s May 4 
Benefit Concert was a great time with hot
music. Thanks to Erin O’Neill and Mary 
Ronan for coordinating the event. The 
musicians, Sarah Aument, Sophistafunk 
and Thousands of One were great (and 
donated their time). Thanks also to Mark 
Fitzgerald of Rosewood Sound, who re-
duced his already cut-rate SPC discount in 
order to keep us from losing money, and 
the Palace Theater for its support.

Organizing Starts for 
Hiroshima Commemoration

This August will mark 65 years since the 
US dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. In preparation for the solemn, 
theatrical procession through downtown 
Syracuse on August 6, SPC and Peace Action 
will hold paper crane making workshops 
for youth and share the Sadako story. We 
also hope to facilitate an interfaith service. 
To help, contact Carol.

Upcoming Onondaga Land 
Rights Events

At press time, the “Influence of Haudeno-
saunee Women” program is underway at 
Syracuse Stage. Up next is “The Ground 
Beneath Your Feet is Sacred: Haudenosaunee 
Cultural Resource Protection,” a look at 
efforts to protect the cultural rights and 
burial grounds of the Onondaga and other 

Haudenosaunee people 
with Peter Jemison and 
Jack Rossen on Mon-
day, June 14. The final
summer program will 
feature Onondaga Chief 
and in-house historian 
Irving Powless, Jr. and 
historian Robert W. Ven-
ables, author of the two 
volume set American 
Indian History: Five 
Centuries of Conflict
& Coexistence. “The 
Two Row Wampum and 
the Covenant Chain of 
Treaties” will be held on 
Monday, July 12. Both 
programs begin at 7 pm 
at Syracuse Stage, 820 E. 
Genesee St. For details 
see www.peacecouncil.
net/noon.

 
First Syracuse Nakba 

Commemoration
Nakba in Arabic means “catastrophe.” 
When capitalized Nakba refers particu-
larly to the events of 1947/48 when over 
650,000 Palestinians were driven from 
their cities, towns and villages in what then 
became the State of Israel. CNY Working 
for a Just Peace in Israel and Palestine 
recently organized Syracuse’s first public
commemoration of the Nakba.  On May 
14 ArtRage showed the 200-minute long 
documentary, “Al Nakba.”   On May 16, 

also at ArtRage, over 40 of us heard four 
local Palestinians share their own and their 
families’ painful and fateful Nakba experi-
ences. Let’s make the commemoration a 
“first annual.” Contact Andy.

-Ed Kinane

You Too Can Organize a 
Special PNL Section

The special section on hydrofracking in 
this month’s PNL marks our third special 
section since January. It was coordinated 
by the hydrofracking subcommittee of 
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation.

The PNL offers special sections of 
4-7 pages to groups closely allied with 
SPC, including SPC working groups, other 
organizations, or SPC activists who want 
to address a special topic. Contact Carol 
to find out how you can use the PNL as a 
resource to help educate the community 
about your work.

SPC Community News
Congratulations are due to a number of SPC 
folks…to Ray Trudell for his winning photo 
of Onondaga Lake, “Hiawatha’s Nights,” 
in the New York Creative Core contest. 
Bill Cuddy deservedly received the annual 

Weekly Peace Outreach 

Join SPC activists messaging against 
militarism. Contact Ed or Ann, 478-
4571.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
June 1 Seneca Tnpk. & S. Salina 

St. (Valley)
June 8 Hancock Air Base Entrance 

(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale) 
Reaper Drone focus

June 15 Adams St. & Rt. 81 (Down-
town)  

June 22 Hancock Air Base Entrance 
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale) 
Reaper Drone focus

June 29 Teall Ave. & Burnet/Rt. 690 
(Eastside)

July 6 Northern Lights Mall (south 
end at Rt. 11 in Mattydale)

Also every Saturday 9-10 am on Park 
St. across from the Regional Market.

People from throughout Upstate New York came to Syracuse April 25 
to protest the wars and Reaper drones piloted from Hancock Air Base 
(Mattydale). Photo: Kristin Mosher

continued on next page
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Dorothy Day Award for his decades of 
work on behalf of imprisoned people in 
our community and his clear and con-
sistent voice for peace. Elinor Cramer’s 
first book of poetry She is a Pupa, Soft 
and White has just been published by 
Word Press. On a sadder note, longtime 
SPC supporters and community activists 
Hal and Jan Garman recently moved to 
the Washington DC area to be closer to 
family. Send future items to Andy.

Activist Appreciation: 
David Gruzca

David Gruzca has been a regular con-
tributor and volunteer with the Peace 
Council for several years. An engineer, 
he found his niche helping to coordinate 
SPC’s Bikes 4 Peace program. He hosts our 
meet-up site, posts event announcements, 
maintains our inventory, fixed up a trailer
to hold our supplies and transports the tools 
and supplies to every bike clinic during the 
summer. He’s the kind of volunteer every 
project is looking for – reliable, generous 
and fun. In an effort to connect our project 
to other community bike efforts, David 
often volunteers at bike events on behalf 

of Bikes 4 Peace. Last year he tuned up  
bikes for Bike Syracuse and helped with Jan 
Maloff’s bike giveaway at the Skiddy Park 
neighborhood picnic. Thanks, David.

PNL Distributors and    
Subs Needed

We need people for regular PNL distribu-
tion routes as well as people to substitute 
occasionally. Deliveries take an hour or so 
per month. We need regular distributors for: 

Syracuse Northside, Syracuse West-
side, East Syracuse, North Syracuse/
Cicero/Bridgeport, Liverpool/Clay 
and SUNY ESF. We distribute over 
4,000 PNLs each month and this is 
a great way to get the word out and 
keep SPC visible in the community. 
To offer help, contact Susan 378-0353 
or Andy 472-5478.

Jordan–Elbridge Kids’ 
Peace-Making Project

On April 21, SPC’s Kirsti Maurer, 
Samantha Salvato, and Terry Gavagan 
led 45 Jordan-Elbridge elementary 
school students through a morning 
of peacemaking activities as part of 
the community’s Kids’ Break pro-
gram. They learned about children 

like themselves who have been activists 
for peace. The children then brainstormed 
how they could promote peace in their 
school and their community and made 
posters to illustrate their ideas. They also 
played cooperative games and made paper 
doves to carry their messages of peace. It 
was a great experience for both the kids 
and adults. If you’re interested in helping 
SPC expand peacemaking programs for 
children, contact Andy.

In typical fashion, Dave Grucza is hard at work helping 
a boy learn to fix his bike at an SPC Bikes 4 Peace Clinic, 
June 16, 2009. Photo: Oliver Wnuck
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Ed is a native Syracusan.

My Name is Ed. I’m a Racist.
Ed Kinane

Alcoholics Anonymous knows that re-
covery requires acknowledging one's 
illness; denial cripples recovery. What 
follows isn't about drinking, but about a 
more cunning disease. Before I say more, 
I want to introduce myself: “My name is 
Ed. I'm a racist.”

No, I'm not flaunting my bigotry, nor
succumbing to guilt. I'm acknowledging 
that I've been deeply conditioned by a 
society permeated with racism. For a white 
person raised in the US, racism recovery 
demands persistent mindfulness. It's the 
task of a lifetime.

Admitting you're an alcoholic is 
hard; likewise admitting to racism. Con-
veniently, our standard notion of racism 
features behavior we avoid. We “know” 
we're not racist because we shun ethnic 
slurs; we wince at the N-word.

The flipside of this (necessary but
insufficient) standard is our widely held,
but rarely examined, notion of anti-rac-
ism. Again, we “know” we're anti-racist 
because, in my case for example, back in 
the eighties we organized against South 
African apartheid. Or because recently we 
contributed to Haitian earthquake relief.

But such notions of racism/anti-rac-
ism don't go deep enough. It takes work 
to fathom racism's breadth and subtlety 
and to perceive the social and economic 
forces fostering the de facto segregation 
that warps our social fabric.

Equally essential, we must recognize 
and resist the racism pervading US foreign 
policy. The Pentagon's current military 
adventures – whether in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Yemen or Somalia – were fore-
shadowed, in the 19th century, by relent-
less Indian wars and by US invasions of 
Mexico and the Philippines.

This generations-old war machine has 
never had much use for the lives of peoples 
of color. It's no accident that its numerous 
invasions and interventions invariably 
target nonwhite people.

In my first 14 years of school, I had only
two black classmates; despite over 18 years 
of schooling I never had a black teacher. I 
was 19 before I had a personal conversation 

with a black person. My early college days 
were spent in a lovely ivy enclave set off 
by walls and rent-a-cops from the black 
and brown ghetto at its gate.

Demoralized by the irrelevance of my 
courses, I dropped out. Thanks not only to 
family connections, but also to the sixties 
building boom in my hometown, I could 
work construction. In Syracuse's 15th 
Ward, “urban renewal” drove thousands of 

blacks out of what was becoming prime real 
estate. The forced relocation demolished 
a vibrant black neighborhood.

Despite that boom, few blacks could 
break into the construction trades; there 
wasn't a single black in our union local. 
None of us challenged the arrangement. 
Forty-fiveyears later, notmuchhaschanged
here: few black contractors can bid on even 
modest building jobs.

It's no wonder that in the early eighties, 
when I hitchhiked through South Africa, it 
seemed like home. And last spring when I 
spent a month in Israel and the Occupied 
Territories, that European colony also felt 
like home. 

Basic to these segregated societies 
and to our militarism is what poet Adri-
enne Rich calls solipsism. In philosophy, 
solipsism is the theory that the self is the 
only reality: you exist only as a figment
of my imagination.

Rich speaks, in particular, of white 

solipsism: a cultural egoism, which as-
sumes – quite unconsciously – that only 
white history or discovery or suffering or 
interests have merit and standing. Most white 
folks – whether in South Africa or Israel 
or here – grow up in white neighborhoods 
going to white schools and consuming 
white-controlled media. This is how we 
internalize white “reality.”

For many of us, the solipsism that denies 
or demeans or destroys did not 
originate with racism. It began, 
historically and personally, 
before we were exposed to 
ethnic diversity. While be-
ing molded for roles defined
by gender, boys acquire the 
parallel male solipsism of a 
patriarchal culture. Sexism 
precedes racism, grinding 
the lens that makes our racist 
outlook second nature. Sexist 
behavior provides an ongo-
ing rehearsal for our racist 
performance.

When we were young, 
we had little control over our 
enculturation and so weren't 
to blame for such tunnel 
vision. But now that we're 
grown, we are responsible 
for the kinds of callousness 
and exclusivity we choose to 

honor. Many of us eagerly – or obliviously 
– float along themainstreamthat invalidates
the lives of people of color. Their labor 
and their living conditions, their needs and 
their pain, their gifts and their rights, are 
systematically negated, rendered invisible, 
rendered mute.

White solipsism helps explain the foreign 
policy double standard which regards only 
political violence aimed at whites as “ter-
rorism.” Since World War II, few whites 
have been victims of aerial warfare: no 
wonder few here see such warfare as the 
cowardly terrorism it is.

Although the pundits glibly link “terror-
ism” to Islam, they never call Congress or 
Bush/Clinton/Bush/Obama terrorists when 
they squander billions invading Islamic 

Graphic: Keith Knight, kchronicles.com

continued on next page
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Aly Wane is a senior intern at the Peace Council 
and an immigration rights activist.

Arizona: Crisis and Opportunity
Aly Wane

Addressing Department of Justice officials
at an event celebrating Black History Month 
in February 2009, Eric Holder, President 
Barack Obama’s Attorney General, made 
the remark that, “Though this nation has 
proudly thought of itself as an ethnic melt-
ing pot, in things racial, we have always 
been…a nation of cowards.” Conservatives 
were quick to blast him for his candor. De-
spite the fact that I completely agree with 
his statement, Arizona’s draconian new 
“immigration” law, SB 1070, presents an 
opportunity for this nation to prove Holder 
wrong. It allows us to honestly grapple 
with the concept of “whiteness” and how 
it is so often tied to the idea of what a “true 
American” looks like.

In late April 2010, Arizona’s Republican 
Governor, Jan Brewer, signed SB 1070 
into law. Supporters of the law say that it 
is necessary to curb illegal immigration in 
the state. The law would make the failure 
to carry immigration documents a crime 
and give the police broad power to detain 
anyone suspected of being in the country 
illegally. The crux of the problem lies in 
its mandate that local law enforcement 
detain “suspected illegal immigrants.” Of 
course, this begs the question: “What does 
an illegal immigrant look like?” In effect 
this law forces police officers to do one
of two things: either waste an incredible 
amount of time and resources interrogating 
as many people as possible about their legal 
status, or racially profile. There is simply
no middle ground. This law is so blatant 
that numerous police chiefs across the state 
of Arizona have spoken out against it for 
just such reasons.

However, despite the fact that this 
law is unethical, and that the United Na-

tions, religious officials, and human rights
activists have decried it, it is also a terrific
opportunity for the US to deepen its discus-
sion about what “an American” looks like. 
This law forces us to probe the concept 
of “Whiteness” which is not a race; it is 
a social construct meant to denote power 
and privilege. 

Since its inception, the US has struggled 
with the legacy of slavery. The United 
States Constitution itself referred to slaves 
as “3/5ths” of a person, depriving them 
not only of votes, but of their value as 
citizens and human beings. So, from the 
beginning, the concept of Whiteness was 
tied to the idea of being a “full citizen.” 

This tendency was reinforced by the first
immigration law, the “Chinese Exclusion 
Act” of 1882, which was aimed at curbing 
the immigration of Chinese immigrants who 
had been used as labor in the construction 
of the nation’s railroads. At the turn of the 
century, Italian and Irish immigration to the 
United States reached its peak, leading to 
periods of xenophobia and racial anxiety. 
Both Italians and Irish were not considered 
“White” at first. They were originally seen
as threats to the body politic, outsiders who 
threatened the very racial purity of the US. 
It took years for these groups to essentially 
be accepted by the mainstream and to be 
considered “White.” This is a clear indica-
tion that the concept of “whiteness” is more 
of a social concept than it is about race. 
Many of the undocumented persons (the 
so-called “illegals”) who are targeted by 
Arizona’s new law are Latinos, either from 
Mexico or from Central and South America. 
However it is clear that anyone who is not 
“white” is at risk of being harassed by law 
enforcement officials under this new law.
It is not a surprise that African American, 
Chinese American, and Muslim groups have 
all risen in unanimous opposition to this law. 
Even Latino groups who tend to be more 
conservative (such as Cuban-Americans) 
have vociferously opposed this law. This is 
because they know that, as “non-whites,” 
they are going to be affected by this law 
whether they like it or not.

By passing this law, Arizona Repub-
licans have unwittingly started a much 
needed conversation about racial profiling,
whiteness, and what it means to “look 
American.”  This will give citizens and 
non-citizens alike a great opportunity to 
enter a painful but necessary dialogue 
about the future complexion of America. 
If we are able to remain civil, honest and 
compassionate, this dialogue might allow 
us to face our cowardice on the issue of 
race. Here’s to diversity.

oil lands or when (say) US drone aircraft 
assassinate those resisting the invasion 
and occupation. Or when those unmanned 
drones kill civilians willy-nilly.

In the moral calculus of white America, 
the tens – maybe hundreds – of thousands 

of slain Iraqis or Afghans barely exist. Even 
we who actively oppose US militarism in 
West Asia and the Mid East often ignore 
the racism at its heart.

To overcome our “isms,” we could curb 
our overconsumption and our overeager 
embrace of privilege. We could shed our 
patterns of exclusivity, bursting the bubble 

of self-reinforced segregation.
Through cross-cultural study and 

solidarity work, we could better understand 
the human condition – especially that of 
the huge majority of our species who 
aren't white, who aren't affluent, who don't
blackmail the globe with aerial warfare 
and nuclear terror.

Protestors voice their support for SB 1070 in 
front of Arizona’s State Capitol.  Despite its 
controversial nature, a recent Wall Street Journal 
poll shows that as many as 64 percent of 
Americans claim to support the law. 
Source: www.cronkite.asu.edu

I’m a Racist / from previous page
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To drillers, “hydrofracking” refers to a very precise mo-
ment in the development of a well, the injection of  uids under 
high pressure to break bedrock. There have been methods of 
doing this used in NY since the 1940s, a fact that gas industry 
of cials like to tout to support their claims that the process is 
safe. What has not been done here, and is wreaking havoc in 
other states, is a new process developed in the 1990s known as 
high-volume slickwater hydraulic fracturing. What a mouthful! 
Can you blame people for shortening this to simply “hydrofrack-
ing” when they talk about it? 

Most people consider “hydrofracking” to mean this new 
process and all supporting processes, such as trucking, drill-
ing, casing the well, disposing of  owback  uids, etc. It is 
shorthand for a method and scale of gas drilling that is new to 
NY. The industry’s claims that hydrofracking is safe rely on 
their very narrow de nition of hydrofracking; they don’t, for 
example, consider a well casing failure that sends natural gas 
into a neighbor’s drinking well a “hydrofracking accident”. 

The 14 neighbors in Dimock, Pennsylvania who have lost their 
water beg to differ. The EPA is considering using this broader 
de nition as they undertake their study into how hydrofrack-
ing affects drinking water, but are under pressure to use the 
industry’s narrow de nition.

Our water is our most precious resource... 
Fresh Water In  An average of 5.6 million gallons of  uid is used 
per “frack job”. Each well can be fracked multiple times. The fresh 
water used is taken from lakes, rivers, streams, and aquifers. The 
Susquehanna River Drainage Basin requires permits and regulates 

Fracking New York State

continued on page 14 

Got References?
We do! Check out the online 

version to learn more about the 
facts and  gures quoted throughout 
this special section, and discover 

more in-depth information.

Photo courtesy of Laurence P. DeWitt and Environmental Advocates of NY. 
For more aerial photos visit www.eany.org
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Adapted by Marilyn Willits and Lindsay Speer from material by 
Sandy Podulka at www.tcgasmap.org

water withdrawal, 
but nothing similar 
exists yet for the Great 
Lakes watershed. Sand 
and a chemical cocktail 
(see T. Shelley article on page 10) 
are mixed with the water before injection into the gas well. The 
chemical combinations in the  uid have been closely guarded, 
with much of the technology owned by Halliburton. However, 
analysis of samples in Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico 
revealed diesel fuel and “over 200 different kinds of chemicals, 
over 95% of which have adverse effects including brain damage, 
birth defects and cancer.”  The gas industry reassures us that 
fracking  uid is only 0.5% chemicals. Do the math (0.5% of 
5.6 million gallons = 280,000 gallons of chemicals each time) 
and any reassurance quickly dies. 
Toxic Water Out Some of the fracking  uid (estimates range from 
15-70%) comes back out, but the fate of the rest is unknown. 

Does it stay trapped in the shale, or 
eventually move through soil and 
rock layers, reaching underground 
water supplies? What does come 
out (called “ owback”) is even 
more hazardous than what went 
in because fracturing releases ra-
dioactive materials (such as radon 
and radium), heavy metals (such 
as arsenic, lead, mercury), and 
many salts from the shale.  Some 
drilling enthusiasts have suggested 
that “green” fracking  uids might 
eliminate all the soil, air, and water 
pollution created by drilling, but 
the sad reality is that even if pure 
water were used in place of frack-
ing  uid, the resulting  owback 
would still be laced with highly 
toxic chemicals brought out from 
the shale itself. Once drilling is 
completed and the well is producing 
natural gas, it continues to gener-

ate waste  uids as the gas comes out of the ground mixed with 
water. This “produced water” or “brine” is also toxic, and must 
continually be trucked away.

What happens to the enormous quantities of contaminated 
wastewater retrieved from the wells? There are problems with 
the three options tried so far: 
Processing through standard wastewater treatment plants

In October 2008, 350,000 Pittsburgh residents were told to 
use bottled water because of the high level of contaminants in 
their water supply from the Monogahela River. The municipal 
treatment plants were unable to process drilling waste water suf-
 ciently. In NY, wastewater treatment plants accepting  owback 
 uids (like Watertown, NY) have done so in very small quantities, 
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Ellen Z. Harrison
I can’t believe that a few years ago my husband and I signed 
a lease allowing gas to be withdrawn from under our land in 
the Town of Caroline, Tompkins County.  
 The Music Man came to town, and I am astonished and 
ashamed that we succumbed to his tune. Why did we sign? 
Partly because natural gas was portrayed as a relatively “clean” 
fuel, so obtaining it locally seemed reasonable. Partly because 
the way it was presented to us made it sound inevitable and 
benign. Partly because the money was appealing. 
 Knowing what we now know about the pollution potential 
and the possible transformation of peaceful residential and 
agricultural areas into industrial zones, of course we would 
never have signed. I know there are many other landholders 
who feel the same way. 
 A new organization, Fleased, has formed with the mis-
sion to provide a voice for landholders who leased mineral 

rights before Marcellus shale gas exploitation was known to 
threaten our water, land, air and communities.  Previous gas 
drilling was far less dangerous than this shale gas exploitation 
and that is what most of us thought we signed up for. None of 
us knew that toxic chemicals would be injected into the land 
under our homes, woods, farms and wells.
 Fleased is collecting accounts of how the landmen who 
visited us operated—speci cally what information and misin-
formation they gave us about the process and impacts and what 
pressures they put on us to sign. How many of us were told that 
the duration of disturbance would be a few months? Or that 
there was no threat to water quality? Fleased is also examining 
the content and import of speci c provisions of our leases. We 
are making our presence and concerns known to the political 

“powers” locally, in Albany and 
nationally, and we are 

considering possible 
legal actions.

Ellen Z. Harrison is the director of  Fleased.  Contact Fleased 
at:  easedny@gmail.com and see  eased.oom

Mineral Leases:  How We Were (F)leased

 Sue Smith-Heavenrich

Dusty Horwitt, senior counsel for Washington DC-based Envi-
ronmental Working Group (EWG), recently visited upstate NY to 
speak about the risk of gas drilling to drinking water. His focus: 
that drilling companies continue to inject petroleum distillates 
into their mix of fracking chemicals. 

Diesel, used for years as a friction reducer in drilling, is 
regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) because 
of its high benzene level. Companies can still use diesel, but they 
need to get a permit from the US EPA. For the most part diesel 
gets ignored while companies use other petroleum distillates—
the ones that don’t need any permits.

That practice, warns Horwitt, is threatening drinking water 
supplies from Pennsylvania and New York to Wyoming. Just 
four months ago he released Drilling Around the Law, an EWG 
investigation into petroleum-based fracking chemicals used by 
companies drilling for natural gas. 

Because of exemptions allowed for fracking, drilling 
companies are allowed to inject kerosene, mineral spirits and a 
number of other petroleum distillates into wells. Horwitt notes 
that these distillates often contain high levels of benzene. Ben-
zene is a carcinogen so toxic that the EPA says more than  ve 
parts per billion (ppb) in drinking water is unsafe. That’s the 
equivalent of  ve drops of benzene in 500 barrels of water.

“Ironically, these other petroleum distillates can contain 
93 times more benzene than diesel,” Horwitt said. Petroleum 
naphtha contains 93,000 ppm benzene – 18.6 million times 
higher than the EPA standards. 

How much benzene 
might potentially 
contaminate NY 
drinking water? 

Drilling horizontal 
wells in Marcellus and other 
shales will take anywhere 
from one to eight million 
gallons of water and frack-
ing chemicals per well.

Hydraulic Fracturing 
Threatens Drinking Water

Haudenosaunee Statement on Hydrofracking

On November 5, 2009 the Haudenosaunee Environmental 
Task Force, a scienti c agency of the Haudenosaunee Con-
federacy, issued a strongly worded statement calling for a ban 
on hydrofracking. Visit bit.ly/diJb1q to read the statement. 

“Representatives of the Onondaga Nation and the 
Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force have visited 
communities impacted by hydrofracking in Pennsylvania.  
We have seen  rst-hand the impacts of hydrofracking…
even when things are done ‘right’ the impacts are dev-
astating.”

Dusty Horwitt talks with residents about 
potential impacts of hydrofracking on 
drinking water.  Photo:  Sue Heavenrich
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continued on page 11
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Tom Shelley

“This stuff is so safe you can drink 
it”—or so the gas drilling industry would 
like us to believe. They also compare 
chemicals used in high-volume, slick-
water hydrofracking processes to those 
found in common household cleaners. 
Indeed, some small set of those hazard-
ous materials are found in some 
household products, although 
many are not. Those that are, 
often are accompanied by poison 
control labels. 

It is estimated by the DEC 
that 9 to 35 percent, or about 
90,000-350,000 gallons per mil-
lion gallons used, of fracking  uid 
immediately comes back out of 
the ground in the form of “ ow 
back” water. Over time, a similar 
amount of “produced water” is 
delivered to the surface with the 
gas produced by the well. This 
produced water contains some 
of the fracking chemicals and is 
further contaminated by heavy 
metals and radioactivity, along 
with compounds that are formed 
by the interaction of the fracking 
 uids in the hot underground 
environment with the natural 
materials in the rock itself. Large 
amounts of strong salt solutions 
(brine) are also components of 
the produced water. These con-
taminated brines are dif cult to 
dispose of safely.

These  uids are typically stored in 
ponds near the well pads until they are 
transported to treatment facilities or off-
site storage, such as injection wells. The 
ponds have leaked and contaminated 
soil and surface water around the ponds. 
Volatile organic compounds (VOCs), 
many of which can cause moderate to 
severe health problems, evaporate from 
the ponds before the contaminated water 
can be removed for processing or off-
site storage. 

Almost all “ ow back” and “produced 
water” would be classi ed as hazardous 
industrial waste if the gas industry were 
regulated as thoroughly as other chemical-

intensive industries. Unfortunately, the 
industry has a long history of NOT being 
regulated under federal RCRA (Resource 
Conservation and Reclamation Act) or 
state hazardous waste regulations. The 
health of the communities around natural 
gas drilling suffers due to of this lack of 
regulation.

Chemicals and compounds     
of concern

Here are some of the more commonly 
used hazardous materials of concern 
found in the products used in the frack-
ing process:

Benzene and other aromatic hydro-
carbons such as toluene, ethylbenzene and 
xylene (BTEX). These volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) are widely found 
in gasoline, petroleum distillates, diesel 
fuel and other petroleum-based products 
that are or have been in the past used in 
the fracking mixtures. 

Polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
are larger molecules made up of benzene 
building blocks. All of the above com-
pounds are found in produced water as 
well as some of the fracking mixtures. 

The BTEX suite of hydrocarbons are 
known carcinogens (leukemia), cause 

damage to the liver, central nervous sys-
tem (narcotic effects) and other organs, 
may cause damage to fetuses, and may 
cause genetic changes, as well as being 
irritants of the skin.

Formaldehyde is a gas, used in 
an aqueous solution. It is used in low 
concentration, but is very toxic and 
dangerous even at these low concentra-

tions. It is used as a biocide along 
with many other very hazardous 
chemicals. It is a known carcino-
gen, a severe irritant (eyes, skin, 
lungs), a systemic poison, and 
will cause an allergic reaction 
with repeated exposure.

1,4-Dioxane causes damage 
to the central nervous system, 
liver and kidneys. It is toxic, an 

irritant, and also a probable 
carcinogen.

Heavy metals—ar-
senic, barium (dissolved), 
cadmium, chromium, co-
balt, lead, molybdenum, 
nickel, selenium, silver, 
strontium, thallium—are 
found in both the “flow 
back” water and the “pro-
duced water.” Some are 
components of the fracking 
chemicals, and others are 
from the shale itself.

2-Butoxyethanol is 
readily absorbed by skin 
or by inhalation. It is an 

irritant, causes central nervous system 
effects, may damage the liver, kidneys 
and lungs, and is a suspected carcinogen. 
It is also a known endocrine disruptor 
with effects noted at extremely low 
concentrations.

There are dozens of other hazardous 
materials in use in the fracking “chemis-
try” and the byproducts of the fracking 
process, all of which can cause serious 
individual or public health problems if 
allowed to enter our air or water. We have 
seen serious instances of such problems 
in various Western states and close by, 
very recently, in Pennsylvania. 

For more information on hydrofracking chemicals 
and health effects, check out Dr. Theo Coburn’s 
work with The Endocrine Disruption Exchange 
at endocrinedisruption.com. 

The Hazards of Chemicals Used in Hydrofracking

Tom Shelley is a chemical safety and hazardous 
materials specialist in Ithaca, New York.

Above: Chemical 
transport trucks 
on a drilling site.  
Photo:  NYS 
Department of 
Environmental
Conservation

Right:  A 2007 hydraulic fracturing operation on a Marcellus Shale gas well 
showing the number of trucks involved.  Photo:  US Geologic Survey
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The companies insist that they only add small amounts of 
petroleum distillates into the frack  uid. “Point zero eight (.08) 
percent,” Horwitt said. “It sounds like a miniscule amount, but do 
the math.” He calculates that anywhere from 800–6400 gallons of 
petroleum distillates could be injected for a single frack job. 

“That’s enough to contaminate more than 100 billion gallons 
of water,” Horwitt exclaimed. “More than ten times the amount 
the state of New York uses in a single day!”

Horwitt would like to see the exemptions for oil and gas 
drilling eliminated; he thinks they should obtain a permit for any 
chemical they inject. “Why require a permit for only one type of 
petroleum chemical?” 

Furthermore, when he asked Department of Environmental 
Conservation of cials whether they checked to see what chemicals 
companies are injecting, the response was no. “They [drillers] 
could easily be injecting diesel,” Horwitt said. And indeed, Hal-
liburton, Schlumberger and other companies have admitted doing 
just that in some states.
Dusty Horwitt’s full report can be found at ewg.org/drillingaroundthelaw.

By Mike Bernhard

Landowners who have rejected a land-
man’s attempt to lease may think they 
have the  nal say in protecting their 
lands and families—but they do not. 
DEC can force landowners to surrender 
their subsoil rights. Here is how:

When it applies for a permit from the DEC to drill a well, 
the gas company proposes a “Drilling Unit” from which gas will 
be extracted [by horizontal drilling]. The unit boundaries may 
cut across property lines and include parts of, or all of, unleased 
properties.

If the driller af rms (rather than provides evidence) that 
60% of the land surface in the proposed unit is leased or owned 
outright, the DEC will schedule a Compulsory Integration hearing 
(in Albany on Tuesdays) which will give the driller the remaining 
landowners’ subsoil gas rights to that gas formation. This process 
serves to extort acceptance of the gas company’s lease offer.

Of the three “options” offered to the integrated property-

owner (30 days before a hearing), most landowners choose to 
receive royalties at a rate equal to the lowest rate paid to lessors 
in that unit. 

The other, riskier “options”: going into partnership with the 
driller by sharing upfront the drilling and maintenance costs of 
the well; or owning all production attributable to his/her inte-
grated acreage after the driller has triple-covered his or her costs. 
These also involve the assumption of liability on the part of the 
landowning “partners.”

If my property is integrated, what happens?
The integrated property can be “mined” of its gas. The new 

horizontal drilling techniques have increased the likelihood of 
multiple hydraulic fracturing events far from the wellhead. 

Integrated owners have no power to specify environmental 
protections, protect their property values, prevent the storage of 
commercial gases or the injection of used fracking  uids under 
their homes, nor prevent storage-associated access or pipeline 
easements taken by eminent domain.

So, if your neighbors have leased or sold to the gas corpora-
tion, there’s a good chance your property will suffer the impacts 
of gas drilling, which is almost completely exempt from federal 
environmental law, and minimally regulated by New York State. 
However, if you and your neighbors deny them the 60%, then 
they can’t drill.

Most importantly, by not signing a lease, you give them no 
rights to do anything on the surface of your property. 

Sue Heavenrich is a freelance journalist writing about Marcellus 
gas issues, the environment and science for local media. She is a 
member of the Society of Environmental Journalists.

Excerpted from an article written by Mike Bernhard of the Chenango 
Delaware Otsego Gas Drilling Opposition Group (CDOG). Read 
the full article, including ways to oppose compulsory integration, 
online at un-naturalgas.org. 

Drinking Water... continued from page 9

H Y D R O F R A C K I N GH Y D R O F R A C K I N G

Compulsory Integration: 
How NY Can Force You to Allow Gas Drilling Under Your Property

From geology.com
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Joan Tubridy

On January 19, 2010, New York State Oil and Gas industry 
lobbyist Brad Gill stated that because of gas drilling [using hy-
drofracking], Pennsylvania is “thriving with tens of thousands 
of jobs and tremendous economic vitality.” We must closely 
scrutinize the widely-held assertion that the economic bene ts 
of gas drilling in shale will outweigh its true costs.
Won’t gas drilling bring jobs and ‘economic vitality’?

Not many jobs have been created after two years of intensive 
drilling in Pennsylvania, where crews are often brought in with 
the rigs. New York’s and Pennsylvania’s unemployment rates 
from 2005 to the present run neck and neck, and the current 
average weekly wage in New York is $868 compared with $805 
for Pennsylvania. At their April 14 meeting, Commissioners of 
Susquehanna County, PA, a county of intense drilling activity, 
adopted a resolution designating the county a “Recovery Area”, 
denoting signi cant poverty, unemployment, home foreclosures, 
or general distress.
Will gas drilling have an effect on other economic endeavors?

Existing industries such as grapes, wine, agriculture, tour-
ism, outdoor recreation, hunting, and  shing are threatened by 
industrial shale gas drilling. The estimated potential gain of $22 
billion from gas drilling in New York State over the next 20 years 

pales in comparison with the projected gain of $300 billion from 
these other industries over the same period. A diverse economy 
will be ruined and replaced by a boom and bust industry.
Could there be increased tax revenues to municipalities?

While energy boomtowns see revenues increase from gas 
drilling, it is rarely enough to meet the increased demands on 
infrastructure, maintenance, and administration. Deprived of local 
control over gas extraction, municipalities will face new costs 
without adequate funding of base-line water testing, emergency 
response, health department monitoring of complaints, tax as-
sessment changes, and demands on school systems.
Will the economic bene t to local communities exceed the 
infrastructure costs of building and repairing roads?

The NYS DEC’s own  gures project 715 to 2615 truck trips 
per single gas well.  Communities have seen a rise in road repair 
and infrastructure costs that far exceed the revenues generated by 
gas drilling. Without adequate bonding, taxes will increase.
Will there be any effect on social services, emergency services, 
and law enforcement from gas drilling?

Areas of gas drilling activity have experienced increases 
in crime and drug use; demands on emergency services from 
chemical spills,  res, accidents on the rigs and on the roads; 
demands on health care/emergency room services; and requests 
for housing assistance by non-industry residents.
Will property values be affected by gas drilling?

The Department of Housing and Urban Development Hand-
book states, “A property with a gas or oil lease is therefore not 
eligible for Federal Housing Adminstration  nancing…” and, 
“No existing dwelling may be located closer than 300 feet from 
an active or planned drilling site.” This will affect leased as well 
as adjacent unleased properties. Visions Federal Credit Union, 
located throughout the Southern Tier and in Syracuse, will not 
give a mortgage loan secured by the property if there is an oil and 
gas lease on the property. Some insurance companies have either 
raised premiums or will not insure properties with gas leases, 
considered business exposures with increased risk of injury.
Won’t landlords enjoy higher rents from gas rig workers?

Yes. And homelessness is on the rise in areas of gas drill-
ing activity, as  xed income residents and those not involved in 
the industry are squeezed out of affordable housing by industry 
workers able to pay higher than average rents.

The economic considerations above do not even attempt to 
address the enormous environmental and health concerns of water, 
air, and soil pollution from gas drilling. A more in-depth analysis 
is available in Dr. J. M. Barth’s March 2010 white paper.  When 
the drill rigs roll into town there will be winners and losers, the 
haves and have-nots, but even the winners will lose.

Gas Drilling:Economic Boom or Bust?

GDACC
Gas Drilling Awareness for

Cortland County

Educating ourselves and the community
about gas drilling

Promoting a safe, healthy
and clean environment

www.gdacc.wordpress.com
Contact us: gdacc.cortland@gmail.com

Joan Tubridy is a middle school teacher and member of Chenango 
Delaware Otsego Gas Drilling Opposition Group (CDOG). After 
two years of intense study of unconventional gas drilling, CDOG 
stands  rm in its demand for a statewide ban of this practice.
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Sarah Eckel

Energy policy is never simple, and in the 
US it re ects the pro t-driven interests of Big 
Oil and Gas. If we are to refocus our energy 
development to renewable energy then we 
must change the policy, because policy drives 
investments.

Energy policy rewards fossil fuels 
It’s no secret that we are overly dependent 

upon foreign fossil fuels. Interest in develop-
ing domestic sources of fuel has shaped the 
direction of the US energy policy. Following  
passage of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, tax breaks, subsidies 
and exemptions for oil and gas companies reached new heights, 
giving these companies increased exemptions from federal 
environmental regulations like Superfund, the Clean Water 
Act, and the Safe Drinking Water Act. The Energy Policy Act 
of 2005’s subsidies and tax breaks were directed to reducing 
carbon emissions, however the choice for that policy was to 
direct the majority of public subsidies to nuclear power and 
“clean-coal” technology with a token nod to renewable energy. 
In addition, efforts to end oil and gas subsidies in 2007 were 
eventually stripped out of the  nal energy bill. How energy 
is developed in the US remains guided by a reliance on fossil 
fuels because we continue to reward those technologies. The 
Obama Administration has made signi cant investments in 
renewable energy, smart grid technology, and energy ef ciency, 
especially compared to the previous Administration. Unfortu-
nately, Obama’s Administration is still giving the lion’s share 
of bene ts to conventional energy production. 

In 2009, New York State revisited its Energy Plan. It 
took a good step in the right direction, valuing the bene ts of 
renewable energy and energy ef ciency. Unfortunately, it also 
continued to place too much value on the use of fossil fuels, 
including natural gas.  However the primary shortcoming with 
New York’s Energy Plan is not its continued dependence on 
fossil fuels, but that it is not enforceable and is only a guidance 
document for state agencies. 

Hope for the future
Moving our state and country away from fossil fuels will 

take much more than guidance documents and token investments 
in renewable energy. Currently in the US House and Senate is 
a bill that would reverse the Safe Drinking Water Act exemp-
tions currently given to the gas companies, called the Fracturing 
Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals Act (FRAC Act). 

Time for New 
Energy Policy

It is important to start removing the exemptions given to oil 
and gas companies and hold them accountable. Here in New 
York a laundry list of bills exists that only deal with hydraulic 
fracturing. In the end, however, we must move away from fossil 
fuels. Pushing for a strong investment in a sustainable energy 
future will require citizens demanding that government reward 
and invest in renewable energy technology. We must increase 
the call to our elected of cials that energy policies focus on 
energy technology that does not pollute. 

Sarah Eckel works for Citizens Campaign for the Environment as 
the Policy Analyst. CCE is a grassroots advocacy organization 
that empowers communities and advocates solutions that protect 
public health and the natural environment. Contact Sarah at 
seckel@citizenscampaign.org. 

TAKE ACTION NOW!  
 

Tell the NYS Legislature to enact a 

moratorium on hydrofracking this session. 

 

Call your NYS Senator and 

Assemblymember today.  

Urge them to support the  

Hydrofracking Moratorium.             

A. 10490   /   S.7592  
 

NYS Senate Switchboard  518-455-2800 
NYS Assembly Switchboard  518-455-4100 
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Reprinted by permission.  Courtesy of MARQUIL at empirewire.com

Visit ShaleshockCNY.org to  nd local ways 
to get involved in protecting our communities 
and environment from exploitive gas drilling.
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Accept the Marcellus Challenge!
Hydrofracking poses unacceptable risks to our region; yet 

drilling advocates insist that the constantly increasing demand 
for natural gas means that extraction is inescapable. But what 
if demand for natural gas stopped growing, or even fell? What 
if more people embraced moving straight to a clean energy 
future, bypassing an era of massive hydrofracking?

We invite you to accept the Marcellus Challenge. Pledge to 
reduce your consumption of natural gas and other fossil fuels. 
We’ll collect your pledges, provide you with resources, and 
share our results with media and elected of cials. If you’ve 
already taken steps to reduce your fossil fuel consumption, 
please let us know so that our movement can take credit for 
changes that have already been made. It’s very simple and 
quick: go to sustainabletompkins.org and look for the Marcel-
lus Challenge button.

Together we can say no to destructive, extractive indus-
tries…and say yes to green jobs, responsible lifestyles, and 
wise stewardship of our land and water. 

-Gay Nicholson, President, Sustainable Tompkins

depending on the old erroneous belief that 
“dilution is the solution to pollution”; if you 
can’t detect it, it’s not there. This method 
will not handle the quantities proposed 
from widespread drilling. 
Open evaporation pits/tanks

These are used in the arid southwest 
climate resulting in serious problems (see 
the  lm Split Estate); they are not consid-
ered practical for our climate as they are 
apt to over ow.
Deep well injection 

Pumping the waste into non-producing 
gas wells is highly controversial since noth-
ing is known of its long-term safety. Toxic 
water may migrate through fractures in the 
rock layers and contaminate local aquifers 
and drinking wells. In October 2009, Chesa-
peake Energy submitted a permit application 
to the NYSDEC to create a disposal well 
in Pulteney, NY, less than 1 mile west of 
Keuka Lake. The company has withdrawn 
its application, but it had planned to inject 
up to 181,440 gallons of toxic brine per 

day for 10 years from hydrofracked wells 
in NY and Pennsylvania.

Air and Noise Pollution 
Diesel generators, drill rigs, huge tanker 

trucks for transporting fracking components 
to and from well sites, compressor stations 
operating 24/7 for the life of a well (up to 40 
years) — every piece of equipment needed 
for hydrofracking generates signi cant air 
and noise pollution. Add in well  aring, 
venting, routine gas leaks..Now imagine 
the visual pollution of our beautiful upstate 
NY landscape by the clearcutting needed 
to build thousands of wellpads covering 
3-5 acres apiece, compressor stations, 
pipelines, huge tanker trucks demolishing 
rural roads and degrading the adjacent 
soil, water and wildlife habitat. For the 
dirty details, please visit tcgasmap.org or 
ProPublica.org. 

There now exists a clear record across 
the US of serious problems caused by gas 
extraction operations using hydrofracking. 
These include methane migration resulting 
in exploding wells and ignitable drink-

ing water, increased 
ground-level ozone, 

carcinogens and neurotoxins in air and 
water, and numerous spills and leaks of 
fracking  uid. 

Yet in the face of all this, the industry 
maintains that fracking is safe, and denies 
responsibility— even while acknowledging 
that accidents will happen.  Oil spill in the 
Gulf, anyone?  The pollution exemptions 
granted the oil and gas industry under 
the 2005 Energy Act are not accidental; 
neither are the subsidies, tax advantages 
or royalty relief the Act provides. Safe 
drinking water, clean air and water, even 
our right to obtain critical information were 
whittled away. 

Each state is on its own to oversee 
fracking. We in NY are being warned and 
informed by the tragic experiences of many 
other states. The DEC’s dSGEIS is fatally 
inadequate; the DEC has only 17 staff to 
enforce even that pittance of regulation 
throughout the entire state, which already 
contains 13,000 active oil and gas wells. It 
is critical that we insist that NY look past 
the dollar signs of leasing bonuses and 
potential royalties (the DEC has leases on 
63,591 acres of state land), and see the true 
costs to people and the environment.

Fracking NY State / from page 8
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Legend
Marcellus & Utica shales

Marcellus shale

Utica shale

Appalachian Basin Province

Geographic extent of shale layers targeted for drilling.  Image:  NYSDEC
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Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot

Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and 
Socially Responsible Investing

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153     800-318-9780
Web: hansenadvisory.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
Member FINRA & SIPC
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Hypnosis Improves Things!

Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
(315) 432-1514

AlternativeHypnosisNY.com • 6320 Fly Rd., E. Syracuse 

• WEIGHT LOSS • NICOTINE • STRESS • 
• Addiction • Coping • Anxiety • Phobias • Depression • Anger • Birthing • Fertility • Habits

  Don’t see your problem here?  Call and ask.

Sallie Guyder
Secretary

Maintaining a 60-lb.
Loss for Over 3 Years

Mike Poirier
Customer Service

Manager
Lost 90 lbs.

Hypnosis Improves Things!

Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
(315) 432-1514

AlternativeHypnosisNY.com • 6320 Fly Rd., E. Syracuse 

• WEIGHT LOSS • 
• NICOTINE • 

• STRESS • 

• Addiction • Coping • Anxiety • 
• Phobias • Depression • Anger • 

• Birthing • Fertility • Habits • 

  Don’t see your problem here?  
Call and ask.

Sallie Guyder
Secretary

Maintaining a 60-lb.
Loss for Over 3 Years

Mike Poirier
Customer Service

Manager
Lost 90 lbs.
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Syracuse Peace Coun cil
Community Calendar

JUNE 2010

Educate, Agitate, Or ga nize!
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