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SYRACUSE             PEACE COUNCIL’S

EGYPTIAN UPRISING
Can the Egyptian People Sustain Their 
Momentum for Deeper Change? 
by Danny Schecter

“The Revolution Came and The Revolution Went; Unrest Turned 
Back Into Discontent” – Marat Sade

It is now the long morning after, as protesters returned to Tahrir 
Square to clean it up and savor their victory. There were even 
some initial scuffles with the military that may be overanxious 
to assert control and show that it is in charge.

In all the joy of the moment—the type of joy we see so 
rarely these days in the news—in all the electrifying coverage, 
and congratulations in the capitals of the West that stood by 
Mubarak for decades, there is still vast uncertainty.

The Egyptian military, now nominally in charge, has no 
culture of democracy much less any history of fostering real 
change. Funded with support from abroad, it is subject to in-
fluences from all its many new found friends of “democracy,” 
especially its patrons in Washington.

It has already sounded the trumpet of reassurance that it will 

live up to its promises to assure new elections while keeping 
the country’s foreign commitments intact including the peace 
treaty with a nervous Israel, and likely its loyalty to the war on 
terror as well.

It has now dissolved the parliament and suspended the con-
stitution, meeting two key demands of pro-democracy protesters. 
At the same time, it has also, so far, committed itself to keep the 
structure of the Mubarak regime in place.

How will this sit with a euphoric public?
So far, we have seen a takeover, but not yet the makings of 

a transformation. When millions of people were in the streets, 
they had power. When they are not, power reverts to institutions 
and a bureaucracy considered the most stifling in the world,

Egypt has been a police state with more than a million 
informers. That will not change easily.

Already a CIA assistance team has been dispatched, all in 
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About the Cover: This revolution was televised—and tweeted, 
streamed, blogged and more. And we were all caught up in a 
victory for freedom and the seemingly endless energy of the 
Egyptian people. But what happens next? Revolutions aren’t 
single moments in time; they require sustained effort over long 
periods to make a real transition to something new. What will 
happen in Egypt—especially once all those cameras and blog-
gers are gone?

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), 
founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice organization. It 
is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contribu-
tions of its supporters. 

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist. 
It challenges the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community. 

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing 
their economic and militaristic roots. SPC stresses a strategy 
that makes these connections clear. We initiate and support 
activities that help build this sense of community and help 
tear down the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for 
peace and justice is an economic system that places human 
need above monetary profit. We establish relationships among 
people based on cooperation rather than competition or the 
threat of destruction. 

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect 
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means of 
conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that 
responds to the needs of us all.

(make checks to: Syracuse Peace Council)
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Syracuse Peace Council
2013 E. Genesee Street

Syracuse, NY 13210
or visit peacecouncil.net to pay online

Subscribe
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SPC INFO
SPC Steering Committee 2011
Jessica Azulay, Carol Baum, Jack Brown, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, 
Kimberley McCoy, Rae Kramer, Julienne Oldfield, Amelia Ramsey-
Lefevre, Carole Resnick, Ursula Rozum, Richard Vallejo, Rose Viviano, 
Sara Watrous, Wendy Yost. 

SPC’s Peace Newsletter
Editorial Committee: Jessica Maxwell, Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre, Donna 
Mühs-McCarten, Aly Wane. Layout: Jessica Maxwell. Calendar: Rich 
Vallejo. Proofing: Rae Kramer, Andy Molloy.

peacecouncil.net
Read the PNL online (issues dating to 1936!), learn about projects and 
upcoming events, get involved, and subscribe to our e-announcements list. 

SPC Committees & Projects
Bikes 4 Peace - fixing bikes and working cooperatively with youth
End the Wars–Stop the Drones - education, demonstrations, outreach
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation - education, hydrofracking ban
Radical Reading - now reading 21st Century Politics (see p. 4)
Youth & Militarism - Counter-recruitment and youth empowerment
75th Anniversary - event organizing, materials, planning
Fundraising - overall planning to raise funds to support SPC’s work

Event Committees: Birthday, Bowlathon, Plowshares, SummerCrafts
Finance - analysis, reports, budget, general oversight
Peace Newsletter - produce SPC’s monthly newsletter

Affiliated Projects & Coalitions
Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse - faith & secular groups
Caribbean Latin America Coalition - sister communities, solidarity, SOA
CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine & Israel - education, action
Public Power Coalition - working for municipal power in Syracuse
United as One - criminal justice, police brutality, safety

Peace Newsletter
Submissions: pnl@peacecouncil.net or 472-5478.
Advertising: Call 472-5478 or visit our website for rates and sizes.
Calendar: Submit items for the April PNL calendar by March 18.
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Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net  
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Friday, 10 am – 5 pm

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net 
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net  • Ursula Rozum: ursula@peacecouncil.net

continued on next page

SPC Monthly Program

Leftist Lounge
 Friday, March 25

8 PM

Center for Peace & Social Justice
Ground Floor - use rear entrance

 (2013 E. Genesee St.)

Sometimes you just want to sit 
back with like-minded people and 
talk about issues you care about, plot 
a revolution, or just have a cup of tea 
and make some new friends. 

Stop by for the kickoff of SPC’s 
Leftist Lounge.

What a Celebration!
Activist, singer and actor Harry Belafonte 
headlined SPC’s 75th Anniversary Kickoff 
Celebration on January 31. Syracuse Stage 
was jam packed with a diverse array of 
SPC friends and supporters who enjoyed 
an inspirational evening. In addition to 
Harry’s delightful and witty recollections, 
he offered a strong call for all of us to take 
action. Onondaga Nation faithkeeper Oren 
Lyons offered a welcome on behalf of his 
nation, local poets Jack Brown and Jackie 
Warren-Moore shared powerful spoken 
word pieces and Colleen Kattau and Some 
Guys closed out the evening with music.

The event generated great media atten-
tion for SPC in print, on radio and television, 
including a small piece in the Wall Street 
Journal (see our website for a full set of 
links and more photos). We also raised 
about $12,000 to support our programs. 
Thanks to the scores of people who made 
it successful and especially to SEIU 1199 
for major assistance. Mark your calendars 
for the next major event—An Evening 
with Noam Chomsky, Wednesday, May 
11 at 7 pm, at Nottingham High School. 
Contact Andy.

Peace Jam at Nottingham
On February 9, SPC’s Youth & Militarism 
committee teamed up with local socially 
conscious music acts Sophistafunk and Joe 
Driscoll to offer music with a message at 
the Peace Jam Assembly at Nottingham 
High School (photos at SPC’s website). 
Jack Brown, a new SPC Steering Committee 
member active with the Y&M committee 
and the vocalist for Sophistafunk, helped to 
conceptualize the program. Unfortunately, 
car troubles prevented Joe Driscoll from 
participating in the two assemblies which 
reached over 300 high school students. The 
assembly closed with Nottingham student 
activist Leyana Dessauer and SPC staff 
organizer Jessica Maxwell talking about the 
pivotal role that youth can and have played 

in movements for change. Information 
tables outside the auditorium were staffed 
by SPC activists and the Q Center – which 
provides resources to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer students and allies.

Youth & Militarism is also gearing up 
for our spring Art for Peace contest and 
will staff information tables at several rural 
high schools this semester. Special thanks 
to Kristian Rodriguez for coordinating the 
effort. Contact Andy or Jessica.  

Be an Anti-Wars Activist!
Opportunities abound in the next two 
months. Contact Carol.

Peace Outreach: March 1, from 4:15-5 
pm at Hancock Airbase.
Join us outside the main entrance of Han-
cock Airbase (East Molloy Rd., Mattydale) 
to protest its involvement in the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Reaper drones are 
flown over Afghanistan remotely from 
the base; the base is also a primary drone 
maintenance training center. It will soon be 

a pilot and sensor operator training center, 
remotely flying training missions over the 
Adirondacks. 

March 19: Veterans for Peace Action in 
Washington, DC
March 19 is the ninth anniversary of the 
US invasion of Iraq. As the occupation 
of Iraq and the wars in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan continue unabated, Veterans For 
Peace is calling for increased veteran-led 

A sold out crowd celebrated peace activism on January 31 at SPC’s 75th anniversary kickoff event 
with activist and musician Harry Belafonte, and local talents Jack Brown, Colleen Kattau and Jackie 
Warren-Moore. Photo: Kristin Mosher
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nonviolent civil resistance at the White 
House. See stopthesewars.org. If you are 
planning to go and can offer rides, please 
contact Carol.
  
March 19: Protest in 
Syracuse
Eight years after the US 
invasion of Iraq, US troops, 
military contractors and US 
bases are still there. Iraq 
continues to be a country 
in crisis and Iraqi refugees 
are spread throughout the 
Middle East. Please join us 
to remember the people of 
Iraq. Contact Carol or see 
peacecouncil.net.

April 9: Bring the Troops 
Home Now! March and 
Rally in New York City 
and San Francisco.
The United National Anti-
war Coalition has called for major bi-coastal 
antiwar demonstrations on April 9. SPC 
may organize buses; we certainly are happy 
to help with carpools. See UNACpeace.org.

April 21-22: Ground the Drones, Stop 
the Wars! - Syracuse 
Activists from Albany, Binghamton, Buf-
falo, Ithaca, Rochester, Syracuse, and points 
between have come together to plan a day 
full of action, including an educational 
evening, a walk to Hancock Air Base and 
speakers. Keep watching our website, 
listserv and the April PNL for more details.

Syracuse Activists         
Head to DC!

From April 8-10, members of the Caribbean 
and Latin American Coalition will travel 
to Washington, DC for the Education and 
Strategy Conference on US Militarism. We 
will join Latin America solidarity activ-
ists, people of faith, academics, students, 
antiwar and immigration activists, labor, 
women, and all sectors which are working 
to build a better world. To learn more, visit 
lasolidarity.org and to carpool, contact 
Ann, 478-4571. 

Radical Reading Group
The Radical Reading group meets again on 
Tuesday, March 1 at 7 pm at 300 Berke-

ley Dr., Syracuse to continue discussing 
Horace Campbell’s Barack Obama and 
21st Century Politics (book still available 
at the SPC office). In March we’ll choose 
new readings for the coming months. The 
Radical Reading Group will meet monthly 
on the 1st Tuesday. To join, contact Ursula.

Egypt: Ain’t No Power Like 
the Power of the People 

CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine 
and Israel is scheduling film showings and 
discussions at three local colleges. We are 
also working on plans for major speakers 
later in the year. We’re closely following 
developments in Egypt, which will certainly 
affect the Palestine-Israel standoff. The 
group continues to attend relevant events 
in the community to keep our “just peace” 
position in the forefront, and we contribute 
regular letters to the Post-Standard on the 
issue. Contact Andy.

Neighbors of the   
Onondaga Nation

On February 22, just after the PNL went 
to press, the closing celebration for the 
Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common 
Future series was held at the Onondaga 
Nation School. Discussions are already 
underway about continuing the work of 
the series. 

NOON continues to focus on Onon-
daga Lake, partnering with the Onondaga 
Environmental Institute and the Onondaga 
Nation on the Onondaga Lake Community 
Education Program to share information and 
promote public advocacy for a truly clean 
lake. Invite us to present to your group! 

NOON has put our effort to pass a 

Syracuse Common Council resolution on 
Onondaga Land Rights on hold. Join NOON, 
friends from the Onondaga Nation and at-
torney Joe Heath on Monday, March 14 at 
5 pm at the SPC office, 2013 E. Genesee 
St. for a brainstorm and discussion of ways 
to advocate for Onondaga Land Rights 

within our community. 
Contact Andy. 

Welcome 
SPC’s New 

Interns
After a slow fall se-
mester for interns, 
the Peace Council has 
seven interns for the 
winter/spring. Rose 
Dillman, a SUNY-ESF 
senior and editor of 
the Knothole student 
paper, is working to 
help the PNL create a 
stronger online pres-
ence and assisting 

with outreach and membership develop-
ment. Hannah Dean-Wood, also an ESF 
student, has been contacting rural schools 
to schedule SPC counter-recruitment tables 
and is working on the Bowlathon. Hope 
Collins, a Middle East Studies major at 
Syracuse University, is working with 
CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine 
and Israel on a variety of tasks, including 
educational events at local campuses and 
revising outreach materials. Carol Halter, a 
student at Onondaga Community College, 
has joined SPC’s Bowlathon Committee. 
Liz Hess, a Syracuse University student, 
is working on the Art for Peace contest, 
our weekly e-newsletter, and additional e-
communications. Candace Bonaventura, a 
Le Moyne student and Alexis Fazio, from 
SU, are both doing video work for SPC.

SPC is very thankful for a donation 
last year that helped us purchase addi-
tional computers and for Andy Molloy’s 
ongoing help in creating new workspaces 
for so many interns. Please help wel-
come our new interns and support their 
interest in peace and social justice work. 

Children’s Peace Workshop 
Training a Great Success

A group of warm, friendly workshop par-

SPC organized a Stand with Egypt 
demonstration in front of the Federal Building 
on February 4. The energy was palpable as we 
marched and chanted. Photo: Carol Baum.
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Ira is a bookseller and reference librarian. 
He spent the summer of 1992 as a volunteer 
in the Israeli Defense Forces and is now a 
member of CNY Working For A Just Peace 
In Palestine & Israel.

What Really Happened In Gaza?
Ira Glunts

The Goldstone Report: The Legacy Of 
The Landmark Investigation Of The Gaza 
Conflict edited by Adam Horowitz, Lizzy 
Ratner, and Philip Weiss; foreword by 
Desmond Tutu, introduction by Naomi 
Klein, Nation Books, 2011. 327 pp. $18.95 
(paperback).

The Israeli attack on Gaza in December 
2008/January 2009 and the investigation 
and unequivocal condemnation by a United 
Nations team led by Judge Richard Gold-
stone of Israeli conduct before and during 
what the Jewish State calls “Operation Cast 
Lead” are highly significant events which 
have radically altered the way many view 
Israel’s brutal occupation and oppression of 
the Palestinian people. Gaza and Goldstone 
have also caused many to question the 
purpose of the 18 year-old US-sponsored 
Israeli/Palestinian “peace-process” which 
never produces positive results.

Here in Central New York, some 
Syracuse Peace Council members started 
the activist group CNY Working For A 
Just Peace In Palestine & Israel as a direct 
result of the invasion of Gaza.  In February, 
the Judaic Studies Program at Syracuse 
University hosted journalist Peter Beinart, 
a self-identified Zionist, who has recently 
signed a public letter urging President 
Obama to support a United Nations resolu-
tion condemning the Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem. Neither 
Beinart’s willingness to sign this letter, 
nor an invitation extended by the Judaic 
Studies Program to someone expressing 
these views, would have been conceivable 
before the Gaza invasion.  

The Goldstone Report is invaluable in 
assessing what really happened in Gaza. 
It is an abridged version of the “Report of 
the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission 
On the Gaza Conflict (September, 2009),” 
accompanied by 11 insightful essays which 
explore aspects of the Goldstone document 
from progressive legal, historical, politi-
cal, as well as personal perspectives. This 
abridged version also intersperses witness 

testimonies which were published by the 
Mission, but not included in the original 
report. (Full disclosure:  I am a contributor 
to Mondoweiss.net which is also edited by 
Weiss and Horowitz.)

The Israeli army killed over 1400 
people during the Gaza invasion. This is 

in contrast to 13 Israeli fatalities, some of 
whom were Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) 
soldiers killed by “friendly fire.” Of the 
1400 fatalities, over 80% were civilians. 
Approximately 5300 Gazans were injured, 
including 2,400 women and children; 2,114 
houses were destroyed, with an additional 
3400 houses rendered uninhabitable. The 
three-week Israeli assault resulted in over 
51,000 displaced persons. Among IDF targets 
were mosques, hospitals, private residences, 
a chicken farm, a sewage treatment plant, 
and a United Nations Relief and Welfare 
Agency (UNRWA) field office compound 
which was sheltering 600 to 700 civilians. 
According to the Goldstone Mission, there 
was no military advantage gained by any 
of these attacks.

The Mission used testimonies of 
Gazans, as well as on-site inspections, 

to reach its conclusions. Although the 
Israeli government refused to cooperate 
and vigorously sought to prevent their 
citizens and soldiers from doing so, the 
Mission did interview Israelis outside 
of Israel and employed public testimony 
from the so-called “Soldiers’ Forum” at 

Israel’s Oranim College military 
academy, as well as reports from 
the soldiers’ group “Breaking the 
Silence.”  

The Goldstone Report em-
ploys statements made by Israeli 
officials, which were widely quoted 
in the Israeli and foreign press, 
that declared Israel’s aim was to 
punish the civilian population. The 
document also includes justifica-
tions made by Israeli officials and 
reported in the press for specific 
Israeli military actions. Most of 
these were shown to be inaccurate, 
many purposefully so.  

One quote which illustrates 
the IDF intent to violate interna-
tional norms of military conduct 
is from Tzipi Livni, who was the 
Israeli Foreign Minister during 
Operation Cast Lead. Livni said, 
“Israel is not a country upon which 
you fire missiles and it does not 
respond. It is a country that when 
you fire on its citizens it responds 
by going wild—and this is a good 
thing.” The Mission documented 
the following Israeli violations 

of the laws of war: use of human shields, 
capricious home invasions, illegal deten-
tion of civilians including elected officials, 
massive wanton destruction of personal 
property and infrastructure, and killing 
of unarmed and non-threatening civilians.  

The Mission concluded that Operation 
Cast Lead “was a deliberately dispropor-
tionate attack designed to punish, humiliate 
and terrorize a civilian population, radically 
diminish its local economic capacity both 
to work and to provide for itself, and to 
force upon it an ever increasing sense of 
dependency and vulnerability.” Targeting 
a civilian population violates international 
humanitarian law. The Mission also con-
cluded, as did many who read the Israeli 
press before and during the three-week Israeli 
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assault, that one purpose of the attack was to punish Gazans 
for voting for Hamas in the free democratic election of 2006.

The Goldstone Report not only addresses the Gaza inva-
sion, but seeks to place it in the context of the ongoing struggle 
between Israel and the Palestinians, as well as Israel’s Arab 
neighbors. In describing this history, the Report harshly criti-
cizes the Israelis for, among other things, the 8,000 Palestin-
ian political prisoners in Israel from the occupied territories 
(a violation of international human rights law), the restriction 
of movement (between Gaza and the West Bank and within 
each territory), the suppression of legitimate dissent in the oc-
cupied territories, and the blockade of Gaza. It also condemns 
Israel for its settlements on conquered land, a violation of the 
Geneva Conventions, the Judaization of East Jerusalem, and 
construction and maintenance of the separation wall, which has 
been ruled illegal by the World Court. And all that is not even 
to mention the illegitimate and disproportionate use of force 
during the 2006 Lebanon War. This is hardly the portrayal of 
an enlightened Western democracy. This characterization of 
Israel is all the more shocking for many because it came from 
Richard Goldstone.

Judge Richard Goldstone is a nightmare for the Israeli and 
US pro-Israel spin doctors. He is an internationally recognized 
jurist with extensive experience in redressing the injustices of 
apartheid in his native South Africa. He is not only Jewish, 
but is a self-identified Zionist, and an honorary member of 
the Board of Governors of Hebrew University for ten years. 
This made it difficult to dismiss Goldstone as an anti-Semite 

from a United Nations whose moral and legal authority Israel 
has always ignored, with the aid of the United States veto. 
However, this did not stop the Israelis and their US supporters 
from smearing the judge.  

Alan Dershowitz of Harvard Law School called Goldstone 
“an evil man” and “a traitor to the Jews.” The usual charges of 
“self-hating Jew” echoed loudly in the Israeli and US media. 
On November 3, 2009 the US House of Representatives voted 
344 to 36 for H. Res. 867 which called the Goldstone Report, 
“irredeemably biased and unworthy of further consideration 
or legitimacy.” The Obama administration, not known for 
great political courage in its foreign policy, has successfully 
blocked any further consideration of the Goldstone Report and 
its recommendations at the United Nations.

Judge Goldstone has invited “fair minded people” to read 
the report and “point out where it failed to be objective or even-
handed.” Neither the Congress nor the Obama Administration 
has done so. The US mainstream media has all but shut the door 
on criticism of Israeli conduct during the Gaza invasion. But 
despite the dismissive response to the Goldstone report and to 
the critics of the Gaza invasion, both the invasion and the report 
have resulted in increased opposition to US policy on Israel. 
The US pro-Israel camp, recognizing this new reality, has inac-
curately labeled it “a campaign of delegitimization of Israel.”

The Goldstone Report with the accompanying essays is 
valuable because it makes this important information acces-
sible. I especially recommend the book to those liberals who 
still check their progressivism at the gate before entering the 
portal of Palestine. What they read here just may shake some 
of their deeply held beliefs.AAC Jazz Series - Syracuse Peace Council - 7.5”w x 4.75”h Ad - March Ad

www.tamaralee.biz    e  tamaralee@tamaralee.biz     p (315) 457-4289

THE GALLERY AT THE 
ANN FELTON  

MULTICULTURAL CENTER
The Gallery is free and open to  

the public and is located  
in the lower level of  

Storer Auditorium on the
Onondaga Community  

College campus.  

www.sunyocc.edu

THE GALLERY 
AT THE ANN FELTON 
MULTICULTURAL CENTER

TAKAFUMI IDE  
EXHIBIT

Mon, Feb 28 thru Tues, Apr 5
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Kimberley is the Community Engagement 
Organizer at ArtRage Gallery. She is also 
a member of Bread and Roses Housing 
Collective, which will celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of its namesake this December.

International Women’s Day Turns 100
 

Kimberley McCoy

International Women’s Day (IWD) celebrates 
its 100th anniversary this year on March 
8. Although the US does not recognize 
IWD as an official holiday, it is the reason 
March has been declared Women’s History 
Month. Centered on the history of the US 
suffrage movement of the early 1900s, 
Women’s History Month celebrates the 
contributions made by women throughout 
history. IWD has its roots in the same time 
period, but key to the history of IWD, and 
often ignored by Women’s History Month 
events, is its connection to the Socialist 
Party and the labor movement.  

The Roots of the Holiday
In 1909, two years before the first official 
IWD, the Socialist Party of America de-
clared the first National Woman’s Day on 
February 28. Women socialists organized 
mass demonstrations and meetings across 
the country to demand political rights for 
working women. These events inspired 
Clara Zetkin (Leader of the “Women’s 
Office” for the Social Democratic Party 
in Germany) to propose an International 
Working Women’s Day during the 1910 
International Conference of Working Women 
held in Copenhagen.“The conference of over 
100 women from 17 countries, representing 
unions, socialist parties, working women’s 
clubs, and including the first three women 
elected to the Finnish parliament, greeted 
Zetkin’s suggestion with unanimous ap-
proval and thus International Women’s 
Day was the result.”(www.international-
womensday.com) 

March 19 was chosen as the official 
date but was later changed to March 8. 
More than one million women and men 
attended IWD rallies around the globe 
campaigning for women’s rights to work, 
vote, and hold public office, and an end to 
discrimination. 

Donna Finn, an organizer of Dorchester, 
MA IWD events since 1978, writes in her 
1997 thesis, Celebrating Loud-Mouthed 
Women, “The credit for inaugurating IWD 

belongs to the women of the Old Left in 
the US and Europe—women with the 
courage to demand a place in revolutionary 
movements. This occurred at the intersec-
tion of the labor, suffrage, and socialist 
movements.”

The Fight for Women Workers’ 
Rights in the US
By the early 1900s, the fight for fair-labor 
laws was not a new struggle, but two key 
events occurred in 1911 and 1912 that 
galvanized women working. Just a week 
after the first IWD, on March 25, 1911,146 
garment workers, most of them women, 
burned or jumped to their deaths in the 
New York City Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 
fire. When the fire erupted, workers could 
not escape the burning building because 
the managers had locked the doors to the 
stairwells and exits to keep the workers 
from leaving early or taking breaks. More 
than 100,000 people participated in the 
funeral march for the victims, and the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union saw rapid growth in membership. 
Their organizing led to legislation requiring 
improved factory safety standards and the 
formation of the New York State Factory 
Investigating Committee. 

In January of 1912, a Lawrence, Mas-
sachusetts textile mill decided to lower 
wages when a new law shortening the 
workweek went into effect. In response, a 
strike spread rapidly throughout the town, 
growing within a week to more than 20,000 
workers at nearly every mill. The action 
was dubbed the Bread and Roses strike 
after the 1911 poem and song of the same 
title, and it was led by the Industrial Work-
ers of the World and primarily organized 
by women workers. After more than two 
brutal months, the strike was successful. 
This victory challenged the assumptions of 
conservative trade unions who had claimed 
that ethnically diverse, immigrant women 
workers could not be organized.

IWD Today
IWD is now a national holiday in 15 coun-
ties, primarily in Eastern Europe and Asia. 
In some instances it has become similar to 
Mother’s Day in the US, as it is a day on 
which men give flowers and gifts to mothers, 
wives, girlfriends, and other women in their 
lives. IWD is also celebrated increasingly 

in Africa and Latin America. 
IWD continued to be celebrated in 

the US and Europe throughout the ‘20s 
and ‘30s and was connected to antiwar 
and anti-fascism movements. Finn writes, 
“IWD faded into oblivion in the US until 
another generation of socialist and/or radical 
feminists resurrected it in the 1960s.” Since 
then, women activists and feminists in the 
US have continued to use the holiday to 
address ongoing inequalities women face. 

Syracuse Celebrates 
the  100th Anniversary of 

International Women’s Day
March 5–April 23

ArtRage Gallery will exhibit 100 
YEARS OF WOMEN ROCKIN’ THE 
WORLD:Celebrating International 
Women’s Day 1911–2011. 

The exhibition includes the work 
of 35 women artists from around the 
country and will be accompanied by 
six weeks of programming, including 
music, film, poetry and theatre. Visit 
artragegallery.org for details.

Syracuse Cultural Workers celebrates 100 
years of IWD with a new poster by Oakland-
based artist Favianna Rodriguez. Image: 
syracuseculturalworkers.com, Favianna 
Rodriguez ©2010
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Momentum / from cover

Mediachannel’s News Dissector Danny Schech-
ter investigates the origins of the economic 
crisis in his book Plunder: Investigating Our 
Economic Calamity and the Subprime Scandal 
(Cosimo Books via Amazon). Comments to 
dissector@mediachannel.org.

the name of guaranteeing democracy, of 
course. The Mossad’s role has been more 
low key but you can assume it’s there.

Almost every revolution is menaced 
by the threat of a counter-revolution and 
this one is no exception.  

On the American right, the big 
fear stoked by Fox Führer Glenn 
Beck is from the Islamic boogie-
man. “This isn’t about Egypt, this is 
the story of everyone who has ever 
plotted, or wanted, to fundamentally 
change or destroy the Western way 
of life,” he and his cronies warn.

On the left, the worry is that 
the movement for change is not 
organized enough to insure change, 
or even clear about what it wants 
now. Its leaderless momentum won 
Mubarak’s ouster, but can it win 
its desire for a real democracy and 
economic justice?

As Germany’s Der Spiegel re-
minds us, Egypt has been plundered 
by a kleptocracy, and corruption is 
deeply engrained, with the military 
deeply part of it.

“It was Egypt’s economic 
decline, however, that fuelled the 
greatest anger. In the 1970s, the 
country could still be measured 
against economies like that of 
South Korea. But when the Asian 
countries began their ascent, Egypt 
couldn’t keep up.

“Reforms undertaken that 
were intended to consolidate the 
national budget largely benefited 
the middle and upper classes. The 
suffering of the poor merely con-
tinued to grow—and with it, the 
rage. Rumors have been the only 
information available about the 
scope of the dictator’s wealth. Still, they 
have been sufficient to fuel the hatred.”

Part of the problem has been the way 
the military dominates Egypt’s economy, 
as Andrew S. Ross explained on Bloom-
berg News:

“It’s a business conglomerate, like 
General Electric,” said Robert Springborg, 

professor of national security affairs at the 
Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
referring to the Egyptian Military. “It’s 
represented in virtually every sector of 
the economy.”

So is what’s good for Egypt’s GE good 
for the country, now that the military is, at 
least temporarily, in formal control?

In a September 2008 classified cable 

recently released by WikiLeaks, US Am-
bassador to Egypt Margaret Scobey wrote, 
“We see the military’s role in the economy 
as a force that generally stifles free market 
reform by increasing direct government 
involvement in the markets.”

Fixing the economy won’t be easy as 
another African government  (yes, Egypt 
is also in Africa) empowered by a people’s 
revolution found out. The inspiring victory 
of Nelson Mandela confronted many of the 
issues that Egypt now faces. Apartheid had 
wrecked the economy leaving it with the 
deepest inequality in the world.

Mandela’s movement backed a Recon-

struction and Development plan (RDP) to 
make major changes. It was widely supported 
by the people who fought for change, but 
then the World Bank and the IMF stepped 
in. South Africa was warned it would lose 
western support and financing if it moved 
in a direction these powerful institutions 
opposed. The pressure was intense and 
Mandela buckled. He abandoned the policy.

All these years later, South Af-
rica remains mired in an economic 
crisis with nearly 40% unemploy-
ment. Its fickle “friends” in the West 
who expressed so much concern 
then moved on after their interests 
were protected.

Egypt needs help and solidarity 
from its real friends, as well as the 
vigilance of its own people, to insure 
that its Revolution is not betrayed 
or twisted beyond recognition to 
serve the interests of a few.

At the same time, what will the 
United States do to realign policies 
that assured Mubarak’s survival for 
three decades, policies that got so 
little attention in a media mesmer-
ized by drama and action?

Will the spirit of democracy 
that President Obama so eloquently 
supported lead to a new approach?

Political Scientist Michael 
Brenner explains the challenge,

“The fall of Hosni Mubarak 
in Egypt calls for a rethink of 
American strategy in the Middle 
East. Egypt has been the keystone 
of a set of interlocking policies on 
Palestine, on the suppression of 
Islamist movements, and on resist-
ing the spread of Iranian influence.  
The American organized and lead 
concert includes the Arab triad of 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Jordan. 

“A tacit member is Israel. This 
improbable coalition is cemented by con-
vergent national interests as each govern-
ment defines them.  Paramount is regime 
survival. The three Arab autocracies live 
in dread of popular uprisings that could 
drive them from power.  Discontent varies 
in intensity—being highest in Egypt as 
now has been made manifest.”

Manifest it was but will it remain so? 
When the cameras were focused on the 
streets, we could see what was going on. 
As decision-making moves into the suites 
and barracks, and as the cameras move 
on, it will be harder for the whole world 
to watch what happens now.

Activist art collective Just Seeds (justseeds.org) has made a hi-
resolution, full color version of this new Egyptian Solidarity poster 
available for downoad and distribution. Image: Tim Simons
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March 19, 2011 – Ninth Year of the US 
Occupation of Iraq Begins

3 million Iraqis have been displaced from their homes.

4,400 US soldiers have been killed; 32,000 seriously wounded.

Documented estimates of number of Iraqi civilians killed vary from 100,000-600,000+.

The US spent (or authorized) about $800 billion for the war and occupation since March 19, 
2003, money that could have been used at home.

Over 50% of urban Iraqis now live in slums, a huge increase since 2003.

In spite of claims of US withdrawal the occupation persists: 50,000 troops remain and more 
than 50 bases; US taxes pay for 10,000 armed mercenaries; the US embassy in Baghdad is 
the size of Vatican City. There is no indication the US is leaving Iraq anytime soon.

Who is paying the price?
People with names, families, friends, hopes and dreams.

Left: Iraqi women mourn over the coffin of 
their relative during his funeral in the holy 
city of Najaf where more than 60 Iraqis were 
killed in an outburst of sectarian violence. 
Photo: Qassem Zein/AFP (guardian.co.uk) 

Mary McHugh mourns her slain fiance Sgt. 
James Regan at “Section 60” of the Arlington 
National Cemetery. Regan, a US Army Ranger, 
was killed by an IED explosion in Iraq in 
February of this year, and this was the first 
time McHugh had visited the grave since the 
funeral. Photo: John Moore/Getty Images 
(zimbio.com)
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Better investing
=

Better tomorrows

315 – 637– 5153 80 0 –318 –9780 
7067 E Genessee Street  Fayetteville, NY 13066

w w w.hansensadv i sor y.com
in fo@hansensadv i sor y.com

S e cu r i t i e s o f fe r ed t h r ough Cadar et ,  G rant & Co . ,  I n c . ,  member F INR A /S I PC ; 
Hansen’ s Ad v i so r y Se r v i ces and Cadar et ,  G rant a r e separa te ent i t i e s .

focused holistic planning | socially responsible investing

Susan S. Hansen, Registered Principal, CFP, CLU, AIF©, AEP

call or email us today

TM

    SyracuseC
ulturalW

orkersStore

400 Lodi St. at N. Crouse 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  

315.474.1132

SyracuseCulturalWorkers.com
 Union members always 10% discount.    

VISA/MC
Discover Free  parking

100th Anniversary of 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY! 

Historic Poster by Favianna Rodriguez and SCW

Related T-shirt, cards, b
utton and stickerP6
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Cooperative Federal

Transfer your balance to the new 
Cooperative Federal Credit Card.

 7.20%APR*

www.coopfed.org . Federally insured by NCUA

Rates as low as

 *Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are based on credit score, payment  
  method, length of loan, downpayment and collateral value.

. No Balance Transfer Fees 

. No Annual Fees 

. No Gimmicks

 Call 473-0242

Keep the convenience, lose the Big Bank, 
and help your credit union invest in Syracuse.

TheFolkus
Project of Central New York

great acoustic music pure and unpasteurized

Upcoming Shows at May Memorial UU Society 
(3800 East Genesee St., 

Syracuse)

Dar Williams
Mar. 4 / A leading luminary of the
contemporary singer-songwriter
circuit. 

Advance tickets on sale now!

James Keelaghan
Apr. 1 / The songwriter’s songwriter
and one of the best in Canada’s great
story-song tradition. Multiple Juno
winner (the “Canadian Grammy’s”).

All show start at 8 p.m.  
Info at  www.folkus.org

Also, Second Saturday
Series at the Westcott
Community Center: 
Tony Trischka (Mar. 12) 
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Editor’s note: The PNL will run a 
year-long series of short activist pro-
files in conjunction with SPC’s 75th 
anniversary. We will highlight one 
activist each month with an emphasis 
on capturing the breadth of roles 
people take with SPC. From 
demonstrating to music-making 
to maintenance work, there are 
endless ways for individuals 
to lend their talents and pas-
sions to the peace and social 
justice movement. With only 
ten issues for the year, we 
know we cannot give credit 
to each and every one of you 
whose hard work makes ev-
erything we do possible. We 
hope you will enjoy learning 
about the disparate histories 
and perspectives of a few of 
your community members, 
and know that we value 
the contributions of every 
person.

Colleen Kattau originally 
hails from Long Island. She 
moved to Central New York 
to attend SUNY Cortland where she was 
exposed to activist professors. Their influ-
ence helped impact the course of her life.
What sort of work do you usually do with 
SPC?
My work at SPC has been mainly cultural 
support, playing at benefits and attending 
demonstrations, or supporting Plowshares 
with my music. And I have been active in 
Latin American solidarity work. It’s also 
part of the work, too, to help pass it on 
[referring to Colleen’s partner’s son, Silas 
Pandori, who designed SPC’s 75th anniver-
sary logo and the Jan. 2011 PNL cover].
Can you identify a source of your activist 
leanings?
In Cortland, I figured activism is just what 
college is, but it obviously doesn’t always 
happen that way. I had a good community 
of multidisciplinary, activist professors. 
We criticized American consumer culture, 
which resonated with me because that’s 
what I came from. We also did a lot of 
organizing around Central America. That 
was the late ‘70s, early ‘80s when I became 
more politicized, ready to put my feelings 

into understanding social problems 
and their root causes.

Can you describe a challenging time 
as an activist and what helped you 

through it?
There were big disappointments 
like Bush getting elected. That was 
a horror. It tore my heart out. But 
then I remembered the words of Jolie 
Rickman [former Syracuse-based 
activist-musician who passed away 
in 2005]. When she was really sick 
she said, “I am the happiest activist 

alive… because I’m alive.” No 
matter how rough it gets, we’re 
alive. It’s better to be positive. 

That’s partly the message of 
Harry Belafonte—in 

Letter to the

the midst of all this there is so much soli-
darity going on.
Finally, what is your call to action today?
I’m translating the memoirs of Nicaraguan 
Ernesto Cardenal, A Lost Revolution. And 
I’m hearing about everything going on in 
Egypt and the Middle East. It’s not just the 
poor—business people and everything. And 
I smile because that’s what Cardenal talks 
about in this book—so many people opposed 
the dictatorship from all walks of life. I’m 
translating this book so people know that 
history has largely been censored from us.

My music is definitely a call to action. 
It’s a calling to see the power of music 

and art to create a better world. 
And another call to action is 
to focus on the local—from 
growing my own vegetables 
and supporting local farmers to 

If Martin Luther King read the article 
“’Strategy’ Ain’t All It’s Cracked Up To 
Be” in the January issue of the PNL I’m 
sure he would be dismayed. 

Martin Luther King was faithful to the 
point that he gave his life for the things he 
believed in. Faithfulness is essential to our 
work as most of our goals require a “long 
haul” approach. 

However, if you read about MLK’s 
involvement in the civil rights struggle 
and his goal of a national civil rights 
bill you will see that strategic planning, 
or whatever you want to call it, was an 
integral part of King’s work and the civil 
rights movement. Without well thought 
out plans, goals, and leaders, King and the 
civil rights movement would never have 
achieved the goals they set out to.

The Children by David Halberstam 
is an excellent book to understand how 
faithfulness and effectiveness are both 
essential to social justice struggles. The 
Children is the story of the young people 
who met in the 1960s and went on to lead 
one of the most dramatic movements in 
American history.

They came together as part of Reverend 
James Lawson’s workshops on Gandhian 
techniques of nonviolence—eight ideal-
istic black students whose families had 
sacrificed so they could go to college. 
And they risked it all, and their lives 
besides, when they joined the growing 
civil rights movement. 

From the first sit-in to protest segre-
gation of Nashville lunch counters to the 
Freedom Rides to desegregate interstate 
buses it was these same young people who 
led the bitter battle into the Deep South. 

Faithfulness and effectiveness are not 
mutually exclusive. If we are to achieve 
our goals we need to give equal weight 
to both. 

– Peter Wirth

Activist Profile: Colleen Kattau

Colleen 
at SPC’s 

75th anniversary 
kickoff celebration. She 

performs March 12 at an 
Artrage Gallery benefit.  

Photo: Kristin Mosher

keeping my students informed about what is 
happening right here in Central New York. 
I teach them about the drones, and they 
don’t know! It’s a tall order, but we keep 
working together to create alternatives to 
economies of power, militarism and greed.

– Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre
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A former public defender, Karen Tse first developed her interest in the 
intersection of criminal law and human rights as a Thomas J. Watson fellow 
in 1986 after observing Southeast Asian refugees detained in a local prison 
without trial. She later moved to Cambodia in 1994 to train the country’s 
first core group of public defenders and subsequently served as a United 
Nations Judicial Mentor. Under the auspices of the U.N, she trained judges 
and prosecutors and established the first arraignment court in Cambodia. 
Tse founded International Bridges for Justice (IBJ) in 2000 to promote 
systemic global change in the administration of criminal justice. As director, 
she provides the vision and direction for IBJ, and is a leader in the global 
criminal defense movement. She has since negotiated and implemented 
groundbreaking measures in judicial reform with the Chinese, Vietnamese 
and Cambodian governments. Under her leadership, IBJ has expanded its 
programming to Rwanda, Burundi and Zimbabwe and is now working to 
create a Global Defender Support Program that will bring IBJ assistance 
to public defenders worldwide. Tse is a graduate of UCLA Law School and 
Harvard Divinity School. She is the recipient of numerous awards and was 
named by the U.S. News & World Report as one of America’s Best Leaders. 
In 2008, Tse received the American Bar Association’s Section of Litigation 
International Human Rights Award which annually recognizes individuals who 
have made extraordinary contributions to the cause of human rights, rule of 
law and access to justice. 

Karen Tse 
human rights attorney; founder and director of  
international bridges for justice
Transformation and Liberation:  
Rising up from Fear to Hope
March 22, 2011*
7:30 pm, Hendricks Chapel
Sponsored in cooperation with the Renée Crown University Honors Program.

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs 
for more information:
315-443-2941    
eegray@syr.edu     
lectures.syr.edu

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is 
available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

KarEn TSE
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Debra is a member of CNY Working for Peace 
& Justice for Palestine & Israel and director 
of St. Elias Church’s Orthodox Christian 
Education Program. 

What It’s Like for a Greek-American to Live 
Under Israeli Military Occupation
Debra George 

As someone born in Greece and raised in 
Denver, Colorado, Dr. Maria (Kourem-
enou) Khoury never could have imagined 
becoming a resident of the Occupied West 
Bank, much less the wife of one of its 
Palestinian mayors. But, as she described 
on January 22 to her Syracuse audience 
(which included several members of CNY 
Working for a Just Peace in Palestine & 
Israel) at St. Elias Church on Onondaga 
Hill, her life changed.

Maria met David Khoury at Hellenic 
College; they married and were convinced 
by the Oslo Accords that a two-state solu-
tion with lasting peace for Palestine and 
Israel was imminent. The time seemed 
ripe to move to David’s native village 
of Taybeh in the West Bank (where his 
family’s residency dates back 600 years), 
so they could take part in public service 
and contribute to economic growth.  

Oslo never realized its goal of peace 
between the Palestinians and Israelis. 
In the years that followed, the Khourys 
became entrenched in a business they 
had started. A credit to their vision, their 
company, Taybeh Microbrewery, is the 
first of its kind—the only microbrewery 
in all of the Middle East. The product 
is sold to surrounding West Bank towns 
(including non-alcoholic choices to 
Muslim communities), to Jerusalem, 
and has begun to try to export. Unfor-
tunately, the number of Israeli military 
checkpoints the company’s transporters 
must go through has had a draining effect 
on the company.

She explained further that, “We have 
no access to the roads going in or out of 
our village to Jerusalem without Israeli 
permission. The Israeli settlers have paved 
roads, but even when we can obtain a 
permit, they only allow us to use the steep 
gravel back roads with large potholes that 
often damage our cars and are extremely 
dangerous in the winter rains. This is a form 
of punishment for Palestinians. Even on 
these back roads we are stopped by Israeli 

soldiers at checkpoints along the way.”
Along with a presentation of photos 

showing conditions of Taybeh, she described 
a dismal life of continual illegal Israeli 
settlement expansion, a village unemploy-

ment rate of 60%, and a punishing lack of 
water due to Israeli control of the precious 
resource. “In Taybeh, we don’t have water 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or 
Thursdays. Our water is completely shut 
off while the three Israeli settlements sur-
rounding us have water 24/7. If all of us 
were going without water, I’d think, ‘Fine, 
this is what we need to do to save water’. 
But when this only applies to the Palestinian 
villages, it is pure discrimination.”

A graduate of Harvard and Boston 
Universities with a doctorate in educa-
tion, Dr. Khoury described the village of 
Taybeh as the “last completely Christian 
village left in the Holy Land. Before 1948, 
the Christian population in all of the Holy 

Land was estimated at close to 20% of the 
native Arab population. Today, there are over 
four million people in Palestine who live in 
Gaza and the West Bank, of whom 98% are 
Muslim and less than 2% are Christian.” 

The Christian community is therefore a 
two-fold minority, much fewer in number 
than their Muslim counterparts and no 
better off than them in their lives under 
military occupation and on-going land 
loss. This has led many Christians to 
give up and emigrate, seeing no future 
for themselves in the West Bank. A large 
portion have come to the West, where 
Christianity is the majority religion; 
they often find it easier to integrate than 
Muslim Palestinians, being less targeted 
by Islamaphobia.

Dr. Khoury admitted, “Ever since I 
began living in Taybeh in the early ‘90s, 
I’ve felt I was in a psychological prison 
because there are checkpoints everywhere, 
which means soldiers with machine guns, 
who may or may not let you pass. In the 
1990s you always had to identify yourself 
and you often had to have permits to pass 
through the checkpoints. But with the 
26-foot high, 280-mile concrete wall in 
2002, this psychological prison became 
a physical prison.”

There are also bright spots in this 
seemingly hopeless situation. Dr. Khoury 
recognized some Jewish support for Hu-
man Rights in Palestine. “We are very 
grateful for the Jewish people in Israel 
who are for equal rights and are against 
the military occupation of Palestine. They 

are small but active groups who speak out 
and often have to bear the consequences of 
their protest.” She mentioned Rabbis for 
Human Rights, Not in My Name, Machsom 
Watch (Jewish women who document the 
abuses at checkpoints), and Jewish Voice 
for Peace (based in the US), among others. 

“Letters do help,”  Dr. Khoury noted, 
asking people in the US to pray, and to write 
their senators and congressional representa-
tives about the Palestinian situation. She 
also invited us to come see the projects 
in housing, education, etc., happening in 
Taybeh in its effort to sustain itself. These 
efforts are a testimony to the inspirational 
resiliency of the Palestinian people and 
offer hope for a better future.

Maria Khoury spoke at St. Elias Church in January 
about her experience living in the West Bank. Photo: 
Elizabeth George
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Maude Barlow is considered by many to be one of the world’s leading experts 
on water issues. “This notion that we’ll have water forever is wrong. California 
is running out. It’s got 20-some years of water,” she says. Barlow talks 
about how our misuse of water may actually be changing the hydrological 
cycle and contributing to global warming. In 2008, she was appointed as 
the United Nations’ first senior adviser on water issues, a role she hopes to 
use to establish water as a human right. She is also the co-founder of the 
Blue Planet Project, a group that works to protect fresh water from trade and 
privatization around the world. Barlow chairs the board of the Washington-
based Food & Water Watch and is also an executive member of the San 
Francisco-based International Forum on Globalization. She is the recipient of 
the Right Livelihood Award for her work on global water justice. Barlow holds 
several honorary doctorates and has written or co-written 16 books including 
the international best seller Blue Covenant: The Global Water Crisis and The 
Coming Battle for the Right to Water.

Maude Barlow
co-founder of the blue planet project and  
chair of the food and water watch
The Global Water Crisis and the Coming Battle  
for the Right to Water
April 5, 2011*
7:30 pm, Hendricks Chapel

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs 
for more information:
315-443-2941    
eegray@syr.edu     
lectures.syr.edu

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is 
available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

maudE Barlow
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SPC in Action / from page 4

ticipants took the chill off a cold winter’s 
night recently as they learned how to fa-
cilitate our Children’s Peace Workshops. 
Eight people came filled with ideas and 
energy and left with paper crane making 
skills and the framework for a children’s 
lesson on peace. Thanks to Diane Swords, 
who served as the trainer and to 
Terry Gavigan for providing the 
lesson plans.

Now to use those skills! Please 
invite us to present at your place 
of worship, school or other place 
children congregate.

This program is co-sponsored 
by SPC and Peace Action. Contact 
Carol.

Gearing Up for Spring
Core members of Bikes 4 Peace 
are meeting monthly to prepare for 
spring training and plan summer 
workshops. Keep an eye out for a 
multi-session training in late April/
May. We had 20 people attend our 
one-day training last year. We plan 
to have an application process for 
this year’s expanded training (still 
free!) and will ask all who attend to sign 
up to work at two of our summer youth 
workshops. We have also begun exploring 
the possibility of expanding Bikes 4 Peace 
into a year-round program similar to Bikes 
Not Bombs (Boston) or Recycle-a-Bicycle 
(NYC), which offer many components, 
including youth training programs and a 
community bike shop. Contact Jessica or 
Ursula to help out.

Make a Financial 
Commitment to SPC

SPC’s Fundraising/Development Committee 
has initiated a campaign to reach 75 pledg-
ers by the end of the 75th anniversary year. 
Pledgers commit to a monthly or quarterly 
contribution to provide a strong funding 
base for SPC. Pledging options continue 
to grow: you can pay by check, automatic 
transfer from Cooperative Federal Credit 
Union or by credit card. Our 75th Anniversary 
offers an opportunity to put us on a much 
stronger footing for the coming decades 
of activism. Contact Andy.

Outreach Tabling Update
Last month, the Peace Council connected 

with students at OCC and ESF. Students 
wrote Valentine’s cards to Rep. Ann Marie 
Buerkle urging her to oppose the Colombia 
Free Trade Agreement. In March, we’ll table 
at ArtRage’s Women Rock! Fundraiser. 
To help grow the peace movement in our 
community, let us know of opportunities to 
table at events your group is organizing or 
join SPC’s Tabling Team. Contact Ursula.

Activist Appreciation:    
Jack Brown

Energetic, funky, engaging and lyrical are 
some of the words which describe SPC 
activist Jack Brown. A spoken word artist 
and lead singer for the rising musical trio 
Sophistafunk, Jack began working with 
SPC last spring when his band performed 
at a benefit for NOON. He jumped into our 
youth and militarism work, spicing things 
up with his remarkable ability to connect 
with young people. He’s staffed tables at 
local high schools (including getting kicked 
out of Fowler!), spoken to government 
classes and recently performed at Peace 
Jam at Nottingham (see accompanying 
piece). Jack also joined the SPC Steering 
Committee at the beginning of the year. 
We look forward to many years of jam-
min’ and rockin’ together for peace and 
social justice.

North Country            
Public Power

Syracuse Public Power activists had a unique 
opportunity to meet with members of the 
team that  brought Public Power to the North 
Country–including two of the lawyers, the 

primary engineer and the financial adviser. 
We had a brief but informative meeting at 
the Syracuse airport as they were return-
ing home from a training session with the 
newly formed North Country Power Au-
thority, which is on track to begin serving 
24 towns and municipalities in Franklin 
and Lawrence Counties in January 2012. 
Their experience offers invaluable lessons 

for our public power efforts as we 
continue to meet with city officials 
and gather information to support 
a municipal utility for the city of 
Syracuse.

SPC’s Energetic 
Retreat

Over twenty SPC activists headed 
out to Cazenovia February 5-6 for 
a weekend of discussion, evalua-
tion and planning. The lovely Deer 
Hill Bed and Breakfast provided 
a cozy, well-supplied venue, and 
the harsh winter weather helped all 
appreciate the overnight accommo-
dations. Many hands coordinated 
logistics, food, agenda setting and 
note-taking to allow us to have 
a productive and fun weekend. 
Thanks to all who participated. 

On Saturday, we heard reports about 
SPC project committees and coalition work. 
We evaluated our outreach efforts and dis-
cussed how to better share resources and 
facilitate communication within the Peace 
Council. On Sunday, the Steering Commit-
tee reviewed highlights from Saturday’s 
discussion and agreed to implement three 
new efforts to promote communication 
and sharing among SPC committees, and 
to help new people understand how all 
of SPC’s work is connected to our core 
principles and mission. We are drafting a 
new brochure about SPC’s many program 
areas, will begin hosting open monthly 
political discussions (see box p.3), and plan 
to provide every SPC project with a list of 
available SPC resources and expectations.

SPC’s Program Committee will recon-
vene to help focus our Youth & Militarism 
work—which cannot follow up on all of 
the many ideas and opportunities identi-
fied in the past two years (unless more 
people come forward to share the work). 
That committee will also look at how to 
increase our other antiwar work. If you 
have feedback on what would help you 
participate in SPC’s antiwar efforts, please 
contact Jessica.

New Steering Committee member Jack Brown performed at SPC’s 
75th anniversary kickoff celebration. Photo: Kristin Mosher


