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Since only a few of the hundreds of readers of this NEWS-LETTER could atten d
this summer's Institute, this issue is entirely devoted to a brief summary of th e
addresses at Cornell last month, prepared by William Barges as guest editor .
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MORRIS RUBIN, Editor of "The Progressive," opened the institute with an analysi s
of the shortcomings of our foreign policy, which he said is attempting to contain Com-
munism to its present limits and to shrink its power, both by means short of war .
Pointing out that our stock is at its lowest ebb abroad, he instanced . 18 points o f
criticism and conflict between the USA and her allies . These included our hostility
to reel negotiations with the USSR, the fear and hysteria in this country, expresse d
in McCarthyism, our determination to rearm Germany and Japan, our support of colonial -
ism, and our refusal to recognize the "facts of life" in Asia--to recognize the Pekin g
government. Since the USSR is willing to negotiate a settlement of present issues, end
since in a public opinion poll nearly 80 per cent of those interviewed hoped for peace-
ful negotiation, Morris Rubin said that we should grasp the opportunity for high-level
talks realistically.

Next to our refusal to negotiate with the USSR, said Rubin, the most importan t
element in our foreign policy is McCarthyism, which in fact produces our neuroti c
negativism. Terming McCarthyism a"grotesque merriage of national frustration en d
ruthless demagogy," he said that it appeals only to hatred and fear and is the resul t
of McCarthy's personal lust for power, not his desire to defeat the enemies of th e
republic . Despite McCerthy's announced intention to unmask Communists in the govern-
ment, to date he has secured not one conviction . He has had a demoralizing effect o n
the State Department, and his "book burning" crpaign has been a serious blow to our
prestige abroad .

STUART MORRIS, General Secretary of the Peace Pledge Union in England, admitte d
to this country after having been detained two weeks on Ellis Island, spoke next o n
how our foreign policy looks to the British. British foreign policy, he said, i s
similar to ours except in its desire to admit China to the UN and in its broadenin g
attitude toward the USSR . Per, he atttnd, is the greatest evil in the world today ,
be cause fear leads to violence, as in Korea, where our intervention negated the prin -
ciples of mediation of the UN charter . He suggested an agenda for a four-power con-
ference to follow the truce in Korea, including the recognition of the Peking govern-
ment of China and its admission to the UN, the peaceful unification of Kore?, resump-
tion of trade with the USSR, and a great world development board, under the UN, whic h
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Speaking on "The Pacifist Alternative," he spoke strongly against the whole con-

cept of force and violence as a means of gaining security, dignity and construction .
We cannot fight Coemunism with bullets, he said, and we cannot stop it unless we ca n
afford the peoples of the world something better . "If we want the right kind of peace, "
he said, "we must prepare for the right kind of war : a war on hunger, disease and

preventable death ." Good will is God's will and the CO is following God's way, he

continued . The pacifist alternative to war must be absolute . It is not only a renunci-
ation of war, but the positive adventure of building a world from which war has bee n

eliminated .

Next to speak was LEONARD BERTSCH, formerly political advisor to General Hodge s

in Korea.. Posing the question whether the UN should be the determining voice in U S

foreign policy, he answered it in the negative ; we are, he said, the most powerfu l
nation in the world today, and we hold this power as a trust to create a world of
freedom . Relating some of his experiences in Korea, he went on to characterize th e
USSR as having a "monstrous form of government . . . a travesty of civilization" which
threatens every free form of government, and asked how the monster be stopped . Its
intransigeance has disrupted the UN, so that our only course, he said, was for us t o
be immensely strong and not be deterred in our purpose of "freeing" the world by th e
timidity of our allies . He held war inevitable because of Russia's plans for world
conquest .

FREDERICK SCHUMAN, professor of political science at Williams College, followe d
with his Analysis of why World War III will never be fought . "1'rs are products of
international anarchy and power politics, he said, and we have most of the prerequi-
sites for war in the present world situation . However, he continued, neither in roscow
or Washington is there a plausible illusion of militery superiority and strategic pla n
for defeating the enemy . Therefore neither side will sup p ort by threats of force de-
mands upon the other which are so unacceptable as to lead to war ; the present world
deadlock or stalemate will continue indefinitely .

He saw the coming end of the cold war, not through a major conflict, which neithe r
the US nor the USSR can win, but through a revival of the "almost lost arts of diplom-
acy ." Arguing on the basis of power politics, he saw no solution possible in Kore a
save through continued partition disarmament and neutralization ; similarly with Austria .
Germany can only be unified if her disarmament end neutralization are guaranteed b y
international accord . The US should also leek toward extending the principle o f
neutralization to other areas ; a revival of East-West trade, a reduction of armaments ;

end a restoration of the original conception of the UN . "If," he concluded, 'Americ a
refuses to do these things, our allies will be obliged to do them on their own . I n
either case the cold war will end ."



A. C. CHAKRAVARTY, lecturer at Harvard and other universities, advisor to th e
Indian deleb o tion at the UN, and formerly close to Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatm a
Gandhi, spoke on US foreign policy as seen by an Indian. He said that since our
policy appeared to be based upon a pathological fear of the USSR, in effect we had.
no clear policy. Out of our good fortune in inheriting a broad rich land, we ha d
developed an "inhuman and immoral kind of continental provincialism," he said . We
have only comparatively recently been "catapulted" into Asia, but "we pre mistaken
if we think we can go . . . against walls of will and do what we want ." Having,chosen
the wrong instrument in Korea, he said, we have become obligated and are going - in .
circles ; and we have sent billions down the drain in Indo-China, with no effec t
".against people who want to be free ." As the colonial problem , existed long before
the first Communist government was born in 1917, we cannot solve it by threatenin g
to use atom bombs ; he hoped that as the US saw its weapons boomerang it would retur n
to a more human, democratic outlook .

He then discussed a possible foreign policy based upon Gandhian ideas, involving
the "familial concept" of nations, which necessitates the employment of negotiatio n
rather than force and the principle of co-existence . As in a family, so among nations :
the richer hold their gifts in trust, to be shared wisely and equitably among the les s
well endowed. He called for a kind of international s'per-trustee of the world's food ,
health resources, to operate within the UN : also for the creation of a UN "police, "
an unarmed, peaceful, trained group which would intercede and mediate in internationa l
disputes, but without force .

WILLIAM BERGES, recently returned from nearly seven years in China with UNRRA ,
UNICEF and other organizations,, described the collapse of the Chiang Kai-shek regim e
and the first three-years of the new People's Government . While UNRRA' s purpose wa s
a worthy one and its stiff included many conscientious individuals, it was largely a
failure because its execution was left in the hands of CNRRA, an agency of the weak ,
inefficient and corrupt Chiang government . UNRflA and other welfare programs in Chin a
all failed for the same reason ; and in fact, helped only to bolster up the tottering '
Kuomintang regime which cared nothing for the improvement of health and living stan-
dards of the people . When the new regime was formed in 1949, it took immediate step :
to free the peasants--n80 .per cent of the population--from feudal servitude by dividing
the land among them . Within 'three years, he said, the improvement in living standards ,
official honesty, education and health, was remarkable . He said the Chinese volunteer s
went to Korea because the government believed it was threatened by invasion . Noting
the desire for constructive activity to build up a country that had been ravaged by 1 3
years of war, he believed that the 'new government basically needed and desired peace ,
and he urged that it be accorded recognition by the US and that it be admitted to th e
UN .

HOMER JACK, minister of the Unitarian Church, returning from an extensive tour o f
Africa, stated that the whole continent is aflame ; it is another Asia, ten years re -
moved. Colonialism is falling apart and the options are White racism, Negro national -
ism, democratic partnership of the races, and communism. He described how the poor
Africans--the majority of the people--see our foreign policy as almost indistinguish-
able in its effects from the policy of other nations . ' They are aghast at the mission-
pries , unconcern for increasing discriminations as typified by Malanism . We must change
our policy, he said, from . humanitarian as well as political motives ; we cannot afford .
to support European colonialism . We must press for universal disarmament, with. more
funds spent through the UN to raise living standards ; take an official stand agains t
colonialism; and make faster progress toward better race relations here at home .

HARROP FREEMAN, of the Cornell Law College, discussed the individual and the state
from the legal point of view, especially as regards the problem of changing our social ,
political and economic institutions . Although Jefferson stated the right of people t o
change their government when it ceased to serve their needs, Harrop Freeman said tha t
when change threatens to become too rapid, criticism is permitted only . within the ex-
isting framework of government . Violent change is ruled out, 'but within the democrati c
process, non-violent change, by the persuasion of strikes, demonstretions,,etc ., must
be protected. We have a duty to challenge the authority of the state in the matter o f
conscientious objection in wartime, loyalty oaths, legislative investigations, and
limitations of civil liberties and rights .

In a summing-up address Morris Rubin said we have ignored the feet that thi .'s i s
an age of revolution, with the masses of Asia and Africa, many of whom have never heard
of Communism, surging toward life, land, jobs, racial equality and personal dignity .
We cannot stop this revolution, he said, but we can guide it one way or another ; never-
theless, we continue to talk about "ideologies ." The failure .of our foreign policy i n
Asia has led to fear, frustration, anger, bitterness and belligerency . While no Soviet
soldiers care in Asia, we talk of winning battles, but Russia continues to win peoples .
In short, we need a moral regeneration, which will 'produce'a constructive policy , at
home• and abroad .
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