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APPEAL TO THE

	

Nearly 700 clergymen in California and Arizona have sent a vigor-
LEADERS OF NATIONS ous petition to the chiefs of state in Great Britain, the Sovie t

Union, and the United States urging the abolishment of nuclear
weapons testing .

So far as they know, they are the first Protestant American churchmen to do this .
They are hoping that others throughout the country will join them. (Christian Science
Monitor, Aug. 30th and Sept . 3d .) A recent mailing of the Methodist Board of worl d
Peace prints the appeal in full :

"The Gospel of Jesus Christ drives us to a concern for the welfare o f
every person as a son or daughter of God . We must reject any philosoph y
which would imply that the life of a single child in the most obscure
family on earth is less precious in the sight of God because it is 'sta-
tistically insignificant . '

"As trustees of the future we deeply believe that for us to cause an y
degradation of the life which God has given us to pass on, is to sin
against His creation . Scientists even in their disagreement have pointe d
out the dangerous cumulative physical and genetic effects which past and
present nuclear explosions have upon present and future generations of man .

"We believe that nuclear weapons, whether used to destroy or to threaten ,
represent, a contradiction of the way of God as revealed by Jesus. As indi-
vidual American and Christian clergymen we must assume our share of the
guilt for these actions, 'nd do all we c an to insure that this sin shall
cease. We believe that God is able to use an act of courage and faith a s
a means of grace, to help us aad other nations to go forward to disarmament
and peace .

"To continua further testing of nuclear devices is to be, as Dr . Albert
Schweitzer has said, ' . . . committing a folly in thoughtlessness . . . '

"Therefore, as concerned Christina clergymen we call upon our govern-
ment, and the other governments of the world, to proclaim, by agreement ,
the immediate cessation of nuclear explosions and the halting of furthe r
testing of nuclear devices now .

"Further, we affirm that an international agreement to stop testin g
of nuclear weapons now, before man passes the point of no return in the
armaments race, could serve as a first step toward a more general disar -
mament and the ultimate effective abolition of nuclear weapons, averting
the possibility of a nuclear war that could be a catastrophe to humanity
and an abomination unto God . "

Clergymen in accord with the above are invited to write the Rev. Mr. John R.
Schaffer, University Methodist Church, 817 W. 34th St ., Los Angeles 7, California, ask-

ing that their names be added to the list of those who have already signed the "Appeal

to the Leaders of Nations ." Laymen and women might call this to the attention of thei r
own minister and other clergy in their community .

HARTFORD AND In the middle of September, in Hartford, Conn ., a televised film on
TUAPSE

	

Civil Defense displayed pictures of an atomic attack . Frightened view-
ers called Police Headquarters to inquire as to the nearest way out of

town. "It was a reaction faintly reminiscent of the famous Orson Welles depiction of

an attack on earth from Mars back in 1938 .

"Curiously enough, in the Russian town of Tuapse, on the Black Sea, a serial stor y
in the local newspaper about a runaway moon plummeting toward the earth led the popu -

lace to believe that the end of the aprld "as at hand ." A arently many residents of

Tuapse began selling their belongings in a kind of advance fire sale in preparation

for the global catastrophe .

"Hartford is a long way from Tuapsa ; it is entirely likely that most Of the resi-

dents of each of these towns have never heard of the other . But both are equally un-

easy over the prospect that the skies may suddenly turn unfrjendly ." The editorial in

the N . Y. Herald—Tribune, Sept . 17, concludes, "It's something for the Sovie t, leaders
to keep in mind the next time they get ready to turn down a workable disarmament plan . "

Are the Soviet leaders the only ones who ought, to take into account the uneasines s

of people at the grass roots? Are they alone resronsible for the failure of the Londo n

Disarmament Talks ?

SPC 218



ARE YOU IN Are you in search of answers to these questions? If so, you will be inter -
SEARCH?

	

ested in attending the NYSPC United Nations Seminar, Nov. 10-12, in New
York City. Its theme is World Development and World Disarmament . Inter-

views with UN delegations, attendance at important UN sessions, and thorough analysi s
of the history and progress of disarmament negotiations will be the menu. Trite Lena
Gray for further details .

END THE DRAFT Rep . Emanuel Celler of N .Y . opened a drive, Sept. 29, to abolish the
draft and save the government $28 million a year. Celler says there i s

no longer any need to force men into military service for the armed forces can get al l
the men they need through volunteer enlistments .

Rep . Caller's campaign has not met with a favorable response from the Defens e
Department which says that without compulsory service it would be impossible to main-
tain a military establishment of more than 1,500,000 men. Celler points out that "we
are not at war, we are not in any emergency" and "inductions by draft are pr ogressively
shrinking." AP dispatch in N . Y. Herald.-Tribune 9-30-57 .

May we suggest that Mr . Celler has given readers another place where they can pu t
their shoulders to the wheel? Letters to Congressmen and Senators are in order .

HITLER JUG= At its recent national convention in Atlantic City, the AmericanLegio n
STALIN YOUTH

	

heard a proposal by Gen . Mark Clark that a summer camp for boys be se t
BOY CAMPS

	

up in every military establishment in the nation to help prevent juv& •
nile delinquency .

Clark stated that he had conducted such a camp this past summer at The Citadel ,
the Charleston, S . C ., mili tn ry college of which he is president . He said that the
camp, besides providing recreation and a sense of discipline, taught character and lov e
of God and country . Clark, who did not spell out details of his proposal, said tha t
if, at the end of camp, the boys were given pins denoting them as junior defenders of
the country, they would go out to prevent trouble instead of to cause it .

Would this kind of camp for American Boys differ significantly in relationship t o
the state from the Hitler outh Movement or the Soviet Young People's Communist Move -
ment? To what extent is so-called juvenile delinquency but the result of young peopl e
finding themselves in a delinquent, society?

SEAT DFi.AAyycoSINS of modem saciaty: - '~orship- ri Lout-sacrifice ; _ politics it1i	 print
ciple ; wealth without work; pleasure without conscience ; knowledge

without character ; business without morality, end-science without humanity . (Social
Welfare, a magazine for Malayan Youth)

Co-sponsored by the AFSC and the NYSPC, the annual Fall Round-Up o f
Community and College Peace Workers will be held at Drumlins Country Club ,
Syracuse, on Saturday, October the 19th .

The program will open with Registration and g ook Table at 9 :15 a. m.
and will continue through 5 :00 p .m. The only cost is the price of your
a la carte lunch at Drumlins Cafeteria .

I

Don Noel will speak in the morning on "Some People Who Urgently Need

1

Puce ." Don has spent two years in Japan, and has just returned by way
of Hong Kong, India, Israel, and Berlin (where he directed a work camp) .

Dr. Roland. Warren, head of the Sociology Department at Alfred Uni--

i
versity, will speak in the afternoon on "The Challenge of Europe to Peac e
Workers." Dr. Warren has just returned from a sabbatical year spent in
Europe, chiefly in Germany .

LAST CALL FOR THE ROUND-UP
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