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SCIENTISTS One of the most encouraging efforts from the scientific world came at th e
AND

	

128th annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement o f
SURVIVAL

		

Science . Seven of its nine-member Committee on Science in the Promotion
of Human Welfare brought in an historic report on the problem of surviva l

in the nuclear age . PNL is happy to reproduce extensive excerpts from this report :

"War is today a social problem of catastrophic force and overshadowing urgency . The
basis of war is power, and power is a product of science . Science is therefore deeply
involved in this problem, end scientists have a particular duty toward its solution . . .

"One nation arms to deter a possible attack from the other ; fearing that these arms
may be for aggression rather than defense, the second nation responds by an even greater
armament and the process continues . Defensive measures such as shelters follow th e
same pattern, for they too will tend to elicit a more powerful offense . . .

"In general, the development of a shelter program cannot greatly influence the conclu-
sion that a massive nuclear attack would have the immediate effect of destroying th e
social structure . A particular shelter system is designed to resist a certain assume d
intensity of attack, and its success depends on the validity of this assumption . But
an opponent can be expected to respond to such a defensive move by stepping up the in-
tensity of attack . Any shelter system short of one that places the nation's entir e
population and industry permanently underground can be negated by a corresponding in -
crease in the attacker's power .

"The long-range problem is vastly more complex than the immediate one . It present s
the following general questions : ( .) What lasting effects would the great fires en d
radioactivity have on the biological system (soil, water, air, plants, end animals) o n
which man depends? (II) How s•ould the increased death rate, widespread disease, en d
genetic effects of the war affect the validity and viability of the survivors? (III )
Would the immediate destructive effects of a nuclear war cause major irreversibl e
changes in the economic, social, and political organization of our society? (IV) How

would the foregoing effects influence the behavior of human beings? . . . "

Here follows a review of the discussion of economic recovery from nuclear war .

"We must conclude that society can no longer be defended by an unlimited war . If we
permit such a war to occur in the future course of hunan history, we run the risk o f
ending humeri history altogether . Peace, which was until now a human want, has become
a human need.

"We believe that science has a commanding responsibility to help mankind survive .
Whether society shall continue to rely on war -- which • is now so dangerously unfit fo r
its protective function --- is a social decision . If this crisis is to be resolved by
rational social action, the public must become aware of it . To accomplish this educa-
tional task, scientists will need to overcome certain difficulties . One problem is to
remove the obstacles which now tend to obstruct the flow of technical information to th e
scientific community . Much of the information about war is not easily accessible . I t
often appears in special reports which rarely find their way into the scientists' li-
braries .

"Another difficulty is caused by the political tension that is naturally associated with
the problems of war and peace . Any scientific finding about these issues is almos t
certain to be construed as supporting some political beliefs and contradicting others ,
and there may be a tendency to social pressure against the scientist who attempts t o
disseminate it . Such constraint is a hazard to the rational development of social de-
cisions . If scientists have the obligation to inform their fellow citizens about grav e
issues, citizens have a reciprocal duty to defend the scientists' right to be hear d

without prejudice .

"We believe that if the complexity of the problem is not only recognized but accepted in

advance as inescapable, it can be solved . In the past, the physical, biological an d
social sciences have been separated by their reliance on different approaches . Today ,

to meet the new needs of the entire human species the concepts and methods of all th e

sciences must be combined . We can then hope to devise new social inventions to protec t

all mankind from self-destruction . . .

"We call for the establishment of a new collaborative science, the science of human .

survival, which will apply the full strength and wisdom of all the sciences to th e

solution of the crisis created by the obsolescence of war . . ."



PROJECT involves a plan by the Atomic Energy Commission to conduct a nuclear excavatio n
CHARIOT experiment on the northwest coast of Alaska, a long heralded plan to find an -

other peaceful use for nuclear power -- to move dirt end excavate harbors .

Alaskan Indians, encouraged by the Association on American Indian Affairs, are protestin g
the proposal to experiment in an area inhabited by them . The Atomic Er$rgy Commission
has pledged not to proceed with the experiment if studies indicate that the Eskimos an d
their way of life will be endangered by it . Scientists do not agree on these effects .

A group of University of Alaska scientists say that the blast will contaminate a liche n
on which Caribou feed, end they point out that Caribou meat is en important part of th e
Eskimo diet . AFC scientists say their studies confirm that there would be no appreciabl e
danger from fallout .

Prof . Leslie A. Viereck of the University of Alaska was among those employed on the AE C
environmental study . He resigned from the group charging that it is motivated by polit-
ical rather than scientific considerations and that its findings are contrary to thos e
of other scientists' working in the field . Dr . Viereck has written :

"Because of the repeated inference that all of the biologists are in favor of the
Vnucleer3 shot and that it has been proven that there will be no biological damage, I
feel that I can no longer have my name associated with the project .

"Because the Project Chariot study is not a purely biological study but one intimatel y
connected with EC politics and directed by an environmental committee that is biase d

in its decisions and membership, I wish to resign from the project . . . "

The Eskimos in a November meeting claimed aboriginal rights to the land in question ,
and have demanded that the Bureau of Land Management revoke the use permit it has

granted the AEC .

PLIGHT Eskimos, like all American Indians, have received short shrift from thei r
of TFE native land, which for centuries has been controlled by palefaced immigrants .

INDIAN William Appleton Williams, (Contours of American History p . 136-137) offer s

this comment on a law passed by the Continental Congress in 1784 : "'You are

a subdued people,' it told the Indians . . . 'We shell now, therefore, declare to you th e
conditions on which alone you can be received into the peace and protection of the

United States .' It would seem that the principles of unconditional surrender and tota l

war appeared rather early in American History . "

Will Alaskan Eskimos be treated with as little consideration as New York State's Senec a

Nation has, in recent years? A part of the answer may lie with readers of PD TL and the

action they take, or do not take .

BREAKDOWN Le Monde (Paris) Dec . 17-18, 1961, contained a series of on-the-spot report s
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from Indochina (of which Laos is a part) . Delegates of 14 powers at Geneva - -

including the United States, Communist China, and the Soviet Union, hav e
attempted to make possible reunification and neutralization of the little Kingdom through

the formation of a coalition government (to be headed, incidently, by the same Princ e

U . S . agents helped depose) . Le Monde reports, "a little group of Laotian officers le d

by General Phoumi Nosavan, Minister of Defense and supported by some TT . S . and Thai

agents and military men, 'gum up the works .' "

n Almost every morning, the U . 3 . Ambassador, M. Brown, visits General Phoumi to persuad e
him to accept the formula of a coalition with the Communists, which is alone capable o f
permitting reunification of the country and reestablishment of peace . Every evening, a n
expert of cthe U . 3 . Military Advisory Group] or of the Central Intelligence Agency come s
to cheer up the General and incite him to oppose any entry of Reds into the government . "

TIDBITS : At the University of California at Berkeley, a series of extension lectures on
nuclear war and individual survival were cancelled when, instead of the ex-

pected 1500 participants, only 30 showed up! . . . Walter H . Uphoff of the University o f
Minnesota has described the Civilian Defense program as "a psychological Maginot lin e
which makes us believe we can bluff and threaten instead of negotiate ."
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-- Christian Science Monitor, Dec . 16, 196 1
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