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Collectives, Committees & Projects

New people are always welcome to join any of these activites . Contact the
SPC office at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

SPC Staff

	

Bookkeeper

	

SPC Press
Bill Mazza

	

Duane Hardy

	

Paul Pearce

The Front Room Bookstore
Joe Carpenter

SPC Projects
Syracuse Network for Israeli-
Palestinian Peace
Brent Bleier

	

479-5393
Plowshares Craftsfair
Margaret Williams

	

422-4201
SPC Council : Marge Rusk, Lynne Woehrle,
Andrianna Natsoulas, Duane Hardy

Volunteers
Marge Rusk, Duane Hardy, Susan Ashley, Chuck Durand, Pat

Hoffman, Carl Mellor, Upasatti, Kathy Barry, Brian Caufield,
Andy Molloy, Fredric Noyes, Lauren Wing, Art Lum, Carolyn,
Karen Veverka, Lynne Woehrle, Ray Kramer, Liz King, Ron

Schuffler, Christine Detwiler

Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded In 1956, I . an

antiwar/social Justice organization. It Is community-based, autono-
mous and funded by the contributions of Its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation In any form will no longer exist . It
challenges the misting unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment . As
members, we work to replace Inequality, hlerarrh y, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood In Isola-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots . 5PCstresses a etrategythat
makes these connections clear. We Initiate and support actMties
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression . A fundamental basis for peace and Justice Is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both where committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the
needs of us all .

The Peace Newsletter
The PNL editorial committee needs peoplel . . Join us Tuesday
evenings at 5 :30 PM at SPC, 924 Burnet Ave.
Editorial Committee : Ed Kinane, Bill Mazza
Production Committee : Joy Meeker, Marge Rusk, Andy Molloy,
Christine Detwiler
Graphics : Anita Welych

SPC-TV
Paul Pearce,
Frederic Noyes 472-5478
SPC Brunch Discussions

472-5478

Alternative Orange
Brian Ganter

	

423-4466
Alternatives to Violence Project
Jay Liestee

	

449-0845
Americans ForDemocratic
Action Jack McTieman 488-6822
American Friends Service
Committee 475-4822
Amnesty International 422-3890
Animal Defense League
Kris Qua

	

471-0460
ARISE

	

472-3171
Atlantic States Legal Foundation

475-1170
Beyond Boundaries
Aggie Lane

	

478-4571
Central America/Caribbean
Coalition Shirley Novak 446-6099
Citizens Against Radioactive
Dumping

	

607/753-6271
CNY ACLU
Merilee Witherell

	

471-2821
CNY Environment
Janine DeBaise

	

437-6481
CNY N .O.W.

	

487-3188
Cortland Citzens for Peace
Andy Mager

	

(607) 842-6858
ECOS

	

492-3478
Educators Social Responsibility
Lisa Mundy

	

445-0797
EON, IncJTransgender
Community
Chaitiss Dolge

	

475-5611
ECOH Dave Smith 478-8634
Food Bank of CNY

	

458-1554
Friends of the FNlipino People
John & Sally Brute 445-0698
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 422-5732
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Student
Assoc. (SU)

	

443-3599
Hotel Employees 150 437-0373
Jail Ministry

	

424-1877
Lesbian/Gay Youth

	

443-3599
NAACP
Van Robinson

	

422-6933
Natural Organic Farmers Assoc.
Ammie Chidcering 365-2299
New Environ. Assoc. 446-8009
North American Indian Club

476-7425
NYPIRG

	

476-8381
Onon . Audobon

	

457-7731
Onondaga Women's Political
Caucus
Lora Lee Buchta

	

457-4739
Open Hand Theatre
Geoff Navias

	

476-0466

422.6231

474.8801

422-3426

Pei'a &4s~L	
Alliances, Coalitions & Contacts

Alliance-PsychlaMc System

	

Peace Action of CNY
Survivors

	

Diane &words

	

478-7442.
George Ebert

	

475-4120 Pace Brigades International
Alternative Media Network

	

Ed Kinane

	

478-4571
Jim Dessauer

	

425-8806 P.E .A .C.E., Inc.
Louis Clark

	

4703300
People for Animal Rights

488-PURR (7877) or 488-9338
Persons With AIDS Support
Hotline
Sandra

	

471-5911
Physicians for Social
ResponsblNty 4884140'
Planned Parenthood 475-5525
Reconsider
Nick or Alex Elye
Religion : Other
Phoenix or Kat
Rose Center
Teri Cameron
Sarah House

	

475-1747
Saw the County

	

637-6066
SEEDS 607/749-2818
Seneca Peace Council 568-2344
Service Employees Int'l
Chris Binaxis

	

4241750
Sierra Club
Sue Carlson

	

445-1663
Small Claims Court Action
Canker

	

443-1401
Social Workers for Peace
Dick .Mundy

	

445.0797
Socialist Party
Ron Ehrenreich

	

478-0793
Spanish Action League
Sam Velasquez

	

471-3762
Student African-Amer. Society

4434833
Student Envi ronmental Action
Coalition

	

423-4670
Melissa Monfort

	

474-5645
Kelly Ault

	

423-7896
Syracuse Com munity Choi
Karen Mihalyi

	

428-8724
SyracuseCommunity Radio
Frederic Noyes

	

437-9579
Syrao use Cooperative Federal
Credit Union

	

471-1116
SyracuseCultural Workers
Dik Cool

	

474-1132
Syracuse Greens

	

471-1611
SyracuseN.O.W. 472.3294
Syr . Real Food Coop 472-1385
Syracuse Solidarity 423-9736
Syracuse United Neighbors
Rich Puchalski 476-7475
S.U. forAnimal Rights 443-4199
UnlversityDsmocrsts
Syracuse University

	

443-0958
Urban Lague
Yvonne Goodwin

	

472-6955
Veterans For Peace

Oswego Valley Peace & Justice Ray Stewart

	

422-5023
Council

	

Women's Center (SU) 443-4268
Barbara Steinkraus

	

342-1675 Women'sHealth Outreach
Pax Christi

	

425-3653
Frank Wootever

	

446-1693 Women's INFO Center 478-4636
(If you do not see your group listed, please call & wewill add it to the list .)

Syracuse Peace Council 924 Burnet Ave. Syracuse, N .Y. 13203 (315) 472-5478



PEACE NEWSLETTER
In This Issue:

,Ab,Fejrgt}ary,the; side rttortt 1. But not a
little newsletter:, Elam-returned from Cuba
and brought back stories, and pictures of
stories and Pictures.'Jitst for you . And then

g there's the first half of something on altema=
byes which I hope encourages response, an
announcentpnt of the new and exciting Syra-
curse HOURS- project, andhoweyou, too, can

barter for fun and profit Community Groups
followed by a Sister Community piece.

Tooclose to,home is the article on censorship
at,Syracuse Stage . Text and sub-text of Star
Trek (with cool graphics),a Buddhist Human
Rights Book review, Bacteria and you, and a
calendar as a free gift (to you).

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
Monthly by the Syracuse . Peace Council . SPC,
bunded in 4936, is the oldest community-based

, peace andjustice organizationintheUnited States
The PNL strives to serve some basicfunc-

i dohs astheintemalorgan ofSPCandasaforum for
articles which discuss issues of concern to the
peace . movement. The opinions expressed in the
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself . While we are not able to print every possible
viewpoint; wedo welcome letter and article sub
missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

The PNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
ot write for our rates. Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give bred-
ils.,For profitgroups, pleaseincuire.

The PNL is availableon microfilm from
University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd ., Ann
Arttor,ML48106:

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S .,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15. The PNL is free toprisoners
and lowdncome people, Your organization, co-op,
etc. can receive 5-25 PNLs each month . Ourcircu
lation is 450Q;

Contributions to SPC- beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs . Weal-
ways need your support. Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.

PNL Distributors
` Liz King, Joy Meeker, Karen Veverica, Pat

Hoffman, Elmo Cramer Chuck Durand„ Rich
Zalewski, Fredric Noyes, Duane Hardy, Brian
Dominick, Millie Webb, .Deb Douthit

Mailing Party, Helpers
Really, really cool people, all of whom

Worked really hard, on a Wednesday, between
X , r Las and New'Years, so that subscribers could„

et her newsletters on time Andyes, I lost the
list ofnames and,cort't want, to try and recreate
3i-and forget someone. Sad me.
March Issue Deadlines
Articles Feb 15

,Ads Feb 22
Calendar Items Feb 22

February 1995
PNL 628

Table of Contents
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About the cover : Nuclear Transport Through New York State
"A plan to move the nation's so-called high-level nuclear waste to Nevada would require

transportation of the material through 43 states . Interstate and US highways and railroads
would be used for the shipping, involving a proposed 6,217 truck loads and 9,421 rail
shipments.

A study done for the State of Nevada used current Department of Energy (DOE)
information on amounts and location of waste at the nation's commercial nuclear power
plants, and five additional sites where nuclear waste is stored. The DOE's plan would require
a 30 year period of cross-country shipments to Yucca Mountain, Nevada . This study assumed
that there would be no new nuclear plants and it calls for the use of legal weight trucks and
rail containers.

Trucks would originate in New York State or enter from Connecticut and Massachusetts
to travel on highways I-84, I-81, and I-590/ I-390 through Albany, Utica, Syracuse, Rochester,
Buffalo and crossing southern New York to Pennsylvania. These routes are designated under
US Department of Transportation regulations that call for use of interstate highways for the
transport of hazardous materials unless acceptable alternatives are chosen by state officials.
State leaders may be reluctant to take such ;action because they are then responsible for
targeting some communities while alleviating risk in others . A lawsuit has been won by a
property owner in New Mexico when the case showed evidence of reduction in property value
due to nuclear waste transport adjacent to the owner's land.

Conrail rail cars carrying the heavy waste canisters would originate in or enter New York
State from Maine and Massachusetts on route to Pennsylvania.

No decisions have been make by DOE regarding how waste reaching Nevada would get
from existing rail lines to Yucca Mountain . There are no railroad tracks and only one highway
to the site.

Nevadans are not alone in their concerns about nuclear waste transportation . Press
conferences were held around the nation on Tuesday, Jan 17."

The above text is thetext of the NIRS sponsored press conference by Rochester
Greenpeace, the Buffalo Greens, and SPC, in Rochester, as follow up to last month's press
work, leafletting and article on the proposed nuclear dump on Meascalero Apache land in
New Mexico (See Jan. 95,PNL, pg.15) . Although recognizing that issues around the transport
of waste are perhaps secondary to the need to shut the plants down, we feel a need to continue
to call attention to the dangerous trend of privatizing aspects of the nuclear industry . The
nuclear utilities cannot be allowed to found a privately owned waste facility . And the fact that
they are looking at Native American land endangers not only those people in direct contact—
as the issue of who regulates would need to be solved—but would set dangerous precedent
on issues of sovereignty and the policies of corrupt Indian governments.

Even with at least the surface of federal regulation, the nuclear/ atomic industry has
shown little interest in responsibility or concern for life . Let's not let them shut us but.

Not in our names, and not with our money!



Ladles and Gentlemen
World Peace requires Universal Religion.

God chooses countries aggressors attack
as a birthplace for their reincarnation!

Respectfully submitted,
Jesus Christ
The Second Coming
U.S .A.

(and included in the same envelope to our
attention)

Chief Justice William H . Rehnquist
The United States Sypreme Court
Your Honor:
This letter was dispatched to the fourth
estate:

"Violent TV-cinema presentations
may activate hostile tendencies.

A global ban on simulated crime
will inhibit possible real life
imitations of unlawful behavior!"

Won't media violate Free Expression by
ignoring the above proposal to reduce vio-
lence worldwide?

Respectfully submitted,
Anonymous, U .S .A.

LETTERS
Bill Mazza,

If, as you state, most people in the PSB
are there because of traffic violations, why the
big fuss? Eating Nutra Loaf is not the end of
the world.

There are very few people in the Public
Safety Building who are innocent. And also
very few who are white . That ought to tell you
who the people are committing the crimes.

Why not get into the real world instead of
hiding behind a suck-up outfit like the Peace
Council. They went out in the 60s, grow up.

A Concerned Citizen
(post-marked Syracuse)

The above, anonymous letter was sent to
the SPC office in response to an editorial
letter I sent in response to an editorial letter
making light ofNutra Loaf (A loaf-type food-
stuff served to prisoners as a disiplinary mea-
sure) which was run in the Post Standard.
(Phew!)

To the credit of the anonymous author (it
wasn't Mr. Steele, the original author of the
Nutra Joke, who was polite enough to send a
personal, signed letter taking me to task for
not having a sense of humor), my statistics

were wrong: 1 wrote this letter in frustrati 1
and haste, making the mistake of tossing
that the majorityof people held at the PSB
there for traffic violations . Nope. I was refer-
ring to information a friend ofmine gather
fromchecking the arrest and holding reco
for an arbitAry weekend. He found that over
90% of the new arrestees being held through',
the weekend were initially stopped for trqyy"tet
violations and were unable to pay the bail, they
fines or had a minor drug charge tacked on.

Although the traffic violation-thing?
doesn't change the body ofa letter that focuses -4
on the human rightsoflegally innocent people,
it is an unfortunate mistake 'cause our detrac-
tors are always looking for something to de-',
tract. Nope, no sense in me handing it to them',
on a silver platter, with acouple of eggs, some .;
old bread and whatever else won't stick to a:
guard on the run.

But besides the apology, the retraction
and the clarification, we thought that all the
rest of you "suck-ups" out there deserved aii
equal opportunityfor growing up. If the rac-
istshas gone out in the '60s, too, I' might be a
little quicker to join this "real world things `
In Peace,
Bill

Front Room
Bookstore

CNY's Peace and Social Justice Bookstore

resources for
Radicals
Activists
Queers
Heretics

Visionaries

4 Peace Newsletter 2/95



SYRACUSE PEACE eo1INfL PAGE
Fast to Close the School of the

Americas : March 24-30

Did you know that US taxpayers foot the bill for a US Army school
at Fort Benning, Georgia that trains some of the worst human rights
violators in Latin America? These uniformed thugs have included Panama's
Manuel Noriega and the Salvadoran officers responsible for the assassina-
tion of —among hundreds of others—Archbishop Romero and, in 1989, the
six Jesuits, their housekeeper and her daughter . The school is called the
School of the Americas.

And did you know there is an organization working day and night
to close the SOA? It's called S .O.A. Watch and is headed by Fr. Roy
Bourgeoise, a Maryknoll priest and Viet Nam vet, who has spent over 30
months in prison for his bold actions against the School.

To expose the SOA, Fr. Roy and others—including Central New
Yorkers—fasted (juice only) for 40 days last spring on the steps of the
Capitol in Washington, DC. Before the fast the SPA, despite it's 45 year
history of teaching terror to Latin American military officers, was almost

unknown to US taxpayers . However the fast, and the Congressional lobbying actions accom-
panying it, "outed" the SPA and generated nationwide momentum for closing the School.

As of early '95 the SOA remains open, supposedly with a diminished budget. . But this
spring—from March 24-30—S.O.A.Watch is sponsoring another, shorter fast/lobbying action
to the Capitol . At least a handful of Central New Yorkers plan to take part. There'Il also be
simultaneous local actions around the country.

In Central New York it's important that we make sure Congressman James Walsh knows
we oppose the SOA . Please call his office at 423-5657 and thank him for voting against the SOA
last May, and urge him to do so again next time it comes up for a vote in the House.

For more information, write or call Fr. Roy Bougeoise at S .O.A . Watch, PO Box 3330,
Columbus, GA 31903 ; phone (706) 682-5369 . An excellent 18 minute video on the SOA
narrated by Susan Sarandon is available from S .O.A. Watch . For a local contact, call Kathleen
Rumpf, 472-9109.

— Ed Kinane

~e4ce New(et1z
Please, I want the newsletter sent to my home:

Name:	

Address :
City :	 State	 Zip
Phone (

0 Enclosed $12 for one Year
0	 $ additional donation r
0 Please contact me
about getting involved!
0 New Subscription

LD Renewal

im% %e Treat Each Other?
an

	

Brunch Conversation for
i'actlsc Peace and Justice actiN ists

(and the interested)

si•,

	

Join Us!
Sunday, February 12
(We can include Lincoln, too)

11 to noon, munchtime.
noon to 2, talktime

at the Syracuse Peace Council
$3-$5 sliding-scale (priceless)

Food andpolitics—YUM!
Yep . Never say die. We'll just keep hav-

ing brunches until we get it right . Were going
to drop thepotluck part as it seems that it may
have been an inhibitor to some . We continue,
however, to think the brunch, discussion, con-

- venation thing is to important, and too lacking
to ignore.

Call us or stop in about getting involved
with the brunches—working at them, facilitat-
ing them, organizing them, or just call with a
good topic. It may take two to make a conver-
sstion, but it takes a community to have a
dialogue, and form a movement.

Nuke Transport
So I went to Rochester to for a press

conference to follow up last month's work on
theproposed nuclear waste dump on Mesc alero
Apache land. That's the cover, and the `About
the Cover' stuff, so I won't go into details, but
fmet some nice folks, got some good press in
Rochester, and haven't followed through with
We local press yet, `cause I ran into a newslet-
ter. I hope to have that work doneby the time
thisPNL reaches your home and it's already in
the PNL.

But if three-thousand-or-so casks of
nuclear waste traveling through your home
town over the next thirty years is still consid -
ered news, I'll see you in the funny papers.

In Peace,
Bill

)

_Mail to
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cuba: snapshots in large exhibition hall ...

elana levy

SNAP:
magaly and i are in her raggedy function-

ing car driving to the newly opened farmers
market in nueva gerona when we see an old
truck overloaded with huge filled burlap bags.
she turns towards me saying : the people will
be happy . i ask: what are they selling?

"carbon" (charcoal).
"how much is it?"
"15 pesos . that's a good price. it's

enough to last six months ."
she's beaming . magaly's so happy

charcoal's available for the people in nueva
gerona . they'll have fuel to roast their pigs and
cook dinner for the new year's feast days.

last year i had also visited magaly in
nueva gerona at the end of december . people
had neither the pork nor the charcoal . this year
people raised their own pigs nearby so they'd
have pork, the traditional new year's dinner.
magaly hadn't raised her own pig, so her
neighbors brought over plates of meat for her
family to share the good fortune.

just one example of how conditions are
noticeably improving for the people of cuba.
there's more to eat! in october 1994, farmers
markets (mercado agropecuario) opened again
all over cuba . farmers, whether their farms are
private, cooperative or state-owned, still have
production quotas to fill which they sell to the
state . any produce above quota they can now
sell in the farmers markets . the prices are
above those which cubans buy with their ra-
tion books at the bodegas, which are govern-

ment-subsidized. but the prices are much
lower than those in the "black" market . in
1993 and early 1994 practically the only avail-
able source for meat was the illegal market.
meat was only included in the family rations
every few months . for last new years, the
december 1993 ration had included one chicken
for every four persons.

this year, not only had many families
raised their own pigs, but pork and pork sand-
wiches were available in the farmers market.
both in havana and in nueva gerona the farm-
ers market was a busy place, with greens,
cucumbers, oranges, garlic, sweet potatoes,
yucca, rice, beans, meat, flowers (in havana).

snap:
on the street in havana, walking back to

our place from the farmers market, two women
stop us, they can tell with our cameras and all
we are not cuban . they want us to know that
they cannot afford to buy in the farmers mar-
ket, that it's only for the "rich" . both women,
in their fifties, live alone on pensions . they do
not work, one has a "nervous condition" and
the other an illness . they want us to know that
things are still very hard for them. before we
leave they come to our delegation's house to
give us mail for the u .s.

that ' s the other side of the farmers mar-
ket . not every cuban can afford to buy there.
in particular, persons living on fixed incomes,
pensions (social security), do not have the
extra income to shop there.

when i raised this question with other
cubans, for example at the f.m .c . (federation of
cuban women) or with a manager of the marble
factory, it was clear they were well aware of
this inequity . their response was two-fold.
"we can't solve the whole problem at once ."

and also, "the govern-
ment is presently
working on that prob-
lem."

rita at the f.m .c.
said at this moment
the highest govern-
ment officials are dis-
cussing what mea-
sures to take to im-
prove the lives of per-
sons on fixed in-
comes . rita said of
her own mother : if she

weren't living with us, she too would be in that
position ."

snap:
nilo, manager, giving us a tour of the

marble factory in nueva gerona, 29 december,
the workers already on their new years break,
said: "the production of food is equally impor-
tant to the production of goods . we consider
them equally important here ." the marble
factory employees cultivate food on a farm
outside the city . as well as a couple of full-
time farm workers, people from the factory
rotate working on the farm, receiving their
regular salary . this year the factory farm
provided the food for the workers daily lunches,
as well as producing a surplus so that every
worker could take home large amounts of
produce . the produce was also shared with
other small workplaces which did not have
their own farms for self-consumption
(autoconsumen) . next year nilo expects that
the farm surplus will be large enough so that
workers with larger families will be able to
receive more produce.

snap:
eight u.s . women (ages 22-65) listening

to the choir of the house of the grandparents
(casa de abuelos) in the plaza neighborhood,
havana, each of us has tears streaming down
our face.

they are singing the anthem of the grand-
parents which one of them wrote the words to.
the choir's ages range from sixty to over
ninety. we explain to them that our tears are
for the elderly in our country . each of us wants
to tell them how we wish our grandparents or
neighbors lived in a land in which they were
respected, cared for and thought well of . maria
lopez, 90 years old, tells us how proud she is
to be cuban. how she had participated in the
literacy campaign in 1961, when she was a
schoolteacher . all cuban schools closed so
that they could travel the furthest reaches of
the island and teach every person to read and
write . in one year they reduced the illiteracy

rate from 50% to 3% . the goal for each cuban
was sixth grade literacy, now it's ninth grade
literacy . maria lopez apologizes : "please ex-
cuse me for being so outgoing, but i want to
share with you what my country has done ."

one woman quotes: "jose marti said: to
know how to read is to know how to walk."
(saber leer es saber andar.)

their pride in themselves, their individual
Maria Lopez at Casa de Abuelos, photo by elana levy
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. ..on well-captained ocean liner traversing extremely stormy oceans

accomplishments, the accomplishments of
their revolution, the privileged place of the
elderly (and children) in the revolution leaves
each of us feeling privileged to have shared
this time with them.

some nuts and bolts about la casa de
abuelos . the 60 members come during the day,
going home to their families in the evenings.
they receive two snacks, coffee and lunch
daily . wednesday nights a plosh nearby hotel
treats them to a banquet . each neighborhood
(municipio) in cuba has such a house . each
one sponsored by an enterprise. they pay the
house 25 pesos a month . at the house are all
the activities one would expect in arts and
crafts, daily exercises, they used to have out-
ings, before the "special period" (ie before
1990), and the shortage of fuel which resulted.
six persons are employed including nurse,
social worker, cooks and a sports specialist.

when we asked the cost, they shouted
over each other : that's nothing for what we
get ." it's difficult to make any simple conver-
sion from cuban pesos to u .s . dollars . the street
conversion rate is 40-50 pesos per dollar now,
much better than before the opening of the
farmers markets (oct'94) . the bank conver-
sion rate is one for one.
neither tells the story, in
a society in which noone
pays more than ten per-
cent of their salary for
rent. all education is
free. any hospital stay
and doctor's care is free.
but for most clothing and
shoes one needs dollars
to buy . they are rarely
part of the rations anymore, likewise with soap
and soap products.

(therefore, the greatly appreciated
syracuse material aid project—spunc : sisters
project : underwear to cuba . underwear has not
been part of the rations for years . please,
continue or begin sending new cotton under-
wear to : spunc/1030 westmoreland ave.
syracuse, ny 13210 usa. a promise, cash
donations go 100% to underwear for cuba
purchases.)

snap:
we're being given a tour of america arias

maternity hospital. posters saying lactar es
amor (to nurse infants is to love.) on every
wall . we just leave the neo-natal unit . I'm
lagging behind taking photos, when a woman

wheeling a hospital
crib with a newly born
begins talking excit-
edly to me . women
from my group stop
to crowd around her,
side-stepping the
planned tour. she
shows us two long
scars, from the top
down the side of her
head. "thanks to the
care and the concern
of the revolution i
have my sight and my
life. if i didn't live in
cuba I'd be dead. i 've had two brain opera-
tions. and my grandchild was weak, and had
to get special care." she points to the child in
the hospital crib, "we'd never have been able
to afford this in a capitalist country . my
operations would have cost $25,000 . i didn't

have to pay one peso ." she also thanks us for
our presence and our concern . "that you come
here helps us ." the hospital director, embar-
rassed by the laudatory outburst, gently asks
her to return with the baby to the room . the

grandmothers last
word are : "no nos
olividan . les
necisitamos." (transl:
don't forget us . we
need you .)

here we are, six-
teen u .s . women. see-
ing a hospital very,
very clean, but with
no luxuries, no flow-

ers, not one tv, etc . at the same time every
woman in cuba has access to maternity care
and a maternity hospital . ("we don't have
luxuries or riches but we have our health,
thanks to the humanity of the revolution .")

snap:
in magaly's livingroom, a friend drops in.

she complains to magaly : "whenever i go to
the family doctor, all he does is tell me to take
aspirin ." magaly tells her he may not have
anything else . the neighbor doesn ' t quite
believe her.

the family doctors' offices are bare of
medications . the blockade has made it very
difficult to procure medicines. donations from
the u .s . and around the world help, ending the
blockade is the cure.

snap:
on the streets of havana, the lines waiting

for buses are shorter than one year ago . the
buses themselves are bigger, holding more
people, pulled by truck cabs . people still
complain about transportation, but not as much
as a year ago . the oil shortage you hear about
most is the lack of cooking oil. i hear that from

everyone.

the snapshots not yet shared are those
most directly related to tourism and some of
the effects of the cuban government's heavy
reliance on tourism for immediate hard cur-
rency.

and, how women's organizations are re-
sponding.

[SNAP : look for continuation in march
issue of pnl .]

as we were asked by the elderly at la casa
de abuelos, by the woman who stopped us in
the hospital, by so many people who stopped
us wherever we went : tell president clinton
the blockade is hurting us . the children and the
old people suffer much from the blockade . we
have nothing against the united states . we love

the north american people . why do they want
us to suffer with the blockade? the people of
the united states are our natural trading part-
ners, our friends. we want to talk with them.
we understand each other.

elana levy, a vegetarian, has visited
cuba four times in the last two years. this last
visit she and her daughter, daniella,
travelled with a sixteen member woman's
delegation, led by author margaret rondo/I,
elana was co-leader. they stayed on and
saw the new year in with magaly and their
family in nueva gerona, on the isle of youth.

people interested in organizing
against the u .s. gov't 33 yr block-
ade of tuba call the spc : 472-5478

leave name, address, phone.
next meeting of the abc cttee:

(abolish blockade against cuba)
wed, 8 feb, 7 :30, plymouth church,

warren & onondaga st .

Waiting for the New Year's dinner, photo by elana levy
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Alternatives and Institutions
Separating the Substance from the System: Part I

in recognizing that we all make daily choices positive social movements (in my eyes), they
which, although perhaps apparently mundane, are discounted.
have political consequence .

	

Arguably, the perpetuation of an Al's
This is why identity politics—specific political identity is tantamount to the contul.-

political movements as those of race, gender ued health of the organization . It can be aa-
orientation and/or class—has created a reac- sumed that initially, the organizers develop

"To be successful, an alternative insti- tionary backlash of conservatism. The popu- complex (political) definitions of the AI and
tution must provide its community with a larity of right wing pundits such as Rush its role. This is a by-product of a long-term
genuine service. It must do so in an openly Limbaugh or the attention given the recent project where working knowledge is gained
politicized context, and one that builds in (racist) book"The Bell Cutve" exemplify this through the experience of organizing . As con-
community control as well as worker self- backlash .

	

flicts arise and are dealt with, definitions are
management. An alternative institution can Hence the political power of the boy- developed in order to make informed deci-
survive in an un-coopted form only within a cott-"I will not buy this baby-food because sions for the good of the project. Ideally, these
politicized constituency. "—IowardJEhrilch its company is responsible for the deaths of definitions will be collectively understood

`third world' children." The action of one through communication and group action.

WHO DOES an alternative institution consumer may seem insignificant . But in a In order to remain consistant with the
(AI) serve? In order to build a founds market driven economy, a comprehensive oppositional nature of the Al, these definitions

lion, an AI begins with the interest and actions boycott can drastically alter the economic must, at all times remian fluid . Democratic
of a committed group of individuals who per- performance of a corporation, forcing it to processes such as consensus decision making,
ceive, and come together, around a common alter its behavior to maintain its profits . And techniques of conflict resolution and facilita-
need. This common need defines the on the personal level there is a sense of em- tion help make it possible for new member-
organization's constituency. And by taking powerment through the act of making an edu- ship to interact with existing membership and
action, the constituency is politicized .

	

cated decision, followed by action .

	

maintain working definitions . A goal of

	

For most US citizens, the term "politics"

	

To join an altema- 	 "change"recognizes the
has been pre-defined within narrow margins . five institution is to join

	

"change" value of new ideas and
We live in a "democracy" with a two party a

	

constituen

	

A goal of
	system. These two parties are peopled

	

political

	

cy
'

	

risk-taking . It's a
An individual makes a recognizes the value of

	

cate balance to recog-
with elected politicians whose job is to fulfill conscious decision to new Ideas and risk taking. nize changing needs
the political will of the people. "The people" participate in an alter-	 over time, - work with
are to make their voices heard through voting native . The motivation

	

individual personalities
and other accepted traditional means of politi- does not have to be "political ." A person may and visions, and still find ways to challange
cal expression.

	

join a food co-op to get access to health foods issues of control and authority inside and
This defmition of politics effectively and inadvertently support an existing Al . The outside the Al:

marginalizes most of the population who do politics are inherent in the act of joining re- As AI's become established, however,
not feel able to contribute meaningfully to this gardless of the motivation . How the new mein- often times the energy of the initial struggle
system. It also marginalizes all other forms of ber interacts with the rest of the politicized diminishes. Asoriginal members change roles
politics—including community organizing, constituency, however, is the shared responsi- and new members join, the sense of need
direct action and the developing alternative bility of the individual and the Al . Perhaps for which inspired the project can be lost in van-
social methods—as "outside" the system, or the first time the individual has made a con- sition. Since the AI is already providing the
secondary. Indeed, all lives are political, yet scious decision to find an alternative, and it is once lacking service, the intensity of the initial
political self-awareness makes a difference in the responsibility of the AI to have resources struggle may be relegated to memory.
how well defined politics are in one's life. available which help the new member define

	

The newer membership may be more
Therefore, although many people live politi- the political nature of the AI for themselves. "conservative" (relatively) as they are inter-
cal lives, some of their actions that lie outside For the sake of this article, I'm choosing ested in maintaining what is then the status
of the mainstream are not recognized as poli- to ignore right-wing and conservative AI's . I quo (their need being met by the existing AI)
tics. This confusion is precisely because "dif- find they are only oppositional in the sense and less interested in the processes of change,
ference" is not defined as political, but is that they are protecting an endangered status- which is the founding force behind an At.
marginalized .

	

quo, as with Ross Perot's "alternative" attempt Tensions can develop between those who wish
But difference is political by default in a to "protect" capital ; or they are trying to re- to retain the vision of an AI in opposition to the

culture dedicated to mainstream assimilation . claim what was once the status-quo; like the statusquo, and those who are satisfied with the
Recognizing that an individual's power is reactionary anti-abortion movement. In both now existing service.
relative to the power structure of the status quo cases the images and tactics of progressive Judi Barri, ex-union organizer and Earth
is a political action. There is power in recog- movements are adopted. However, since the First! activist, summed up her experience with
nizing the politics of everyday living. Power ends are qualitatively different from those of the successful, early'70s wildcat strike against
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The ,Effects of Human Magnetism.

the US Postal Service in Washington DC as
follows:
.. .the coalition began settling for things and
selling out and things began to fall apart.. .the
supervisors weren't as nasty to us, it wasn't as
dangerous and the new people that came in
started to be more conservative. Some of the
radicals started to be less radical . . .The prob-
lem is that our goals were limited. ..we didn't
have a political context in which we 'were
operating, other than using very radical tactics
to win workers' demands.

Without a long-range political goal of
change, the system effectively managed to
outlast the active element of the strike . Ac-
cording to Bath, with the advent of better
conditions new workers and some strikers
stopped struggling. This type of shift from
organized power negates the initial, radical
impetus for action and disserves those work-
ers working to act for change.

Bari goes on to describe how, later in the
'80s, "All of the gains that were made were all
lost" as the old machinery dragged workers
back into the system bit by bit . She defends the
success of the action, however, as " . . .it gave
people the experience of successful collective
action, probably the first time in their lives ."
Barn recognizes that the individual taking

F action reclaim power is the basis of any
struggle for change, and therefore a de facto
goal of any successful Al.

Consequently, an AI must assume re-
sponsibility for sharing both knowledge and
definition with newcomers who may not yet
have the benefit of hands-on experience . It is
only in this way that continued participation in
an AI can maintain the vision of this original
goal : to change the existing systems.

"Second, alternative institutions must
develop standards of success and failure,
and techniques of assessing their perfor-
mance. Successes should be publicized ev-
erywhere; and failures abandoned and the
political struggle begun again. To work to
build alternative forms without a clear under-
standing of what comprises success is self-
defeating."--Howard J Ehrilch

I HAVE ESTABLISHED above that Al's
are set up by an empowered community of

people to provide a service orneed which isn't
currently met by mainstream culture or indus-
try . Therefore, as we redefine services accord-
ing to a specific community's needs, we mutt

also redefine success and failure as reflected
by both the form and the function assumed by
the AI in servicing those needs.

For example, an AI can take the form a
midwife orherbalist who provides alternative
health care, or perhaps a food co-op where
members have access to organic produce . In
each case it is opposition which fuels the
creation of the AI, and for the duration of its
existence, opposition defines its base func-
tion. The service provided is a practical conse-
quence of an extended movement for social
change . Adherence to a politics of opposition
must be included in any measure of success.
Only by maintaining the sense of opposition
as inherent to the AI can an AI continue to
serves its community according to its original
intent.

From a pro-active position it follows that
Al's are formed to achieve an agenda of change.
Therefore the term "opposition" acquires a
positive connotation qualitatively different
than its (implied) reactionary character . We
can no more allow the status quo to define our
successes than we can allow them to define
our services . It is often easier, however, to
expose and challenge institutional structures
of inequality and hierarchy (such as inad-
equate access to health care or healthy food)
than it is to identify dominant social structures
and the ways they affect our daily lives (such
as managerial hierarchies or the ways we
organize our interpersonal relationships and
communications).

Members of AI's must remain clear that
it is the existing social structures which create
thedominant political climate and the concur-
rent need for anAI. The more an AI is adopts
the systems and appearances of a mainstream
organization, the less able it will be to serve its
politicized constituency . As described earlier,
some new members will be increasingly con-
servative, expecting more and more of the
performed services to be comfortable (which
usually means "similar to what they are used
to elsewhere," the way McDonalds or malls
are comfortable) andmaydrivethe AI towards
the mainstream . Since an AI is set up precisely
as an alternative to what exists, I see no way
for an AI to maintain more than a facade of
progressive business practices while compet-
ing in the mainstream market economy.

Only bymamtaming a clear political iden-
tity can an AI continue to perform its original
function : that of serving its political constitu-
ency . Any attempt to mimic existing norms, to
become more like the "competition," is coun-

COMPLETELY MESMERIZED.

Lessons of Caution.

terproductive as it alienates those who em-
brace the oppositional nature of the Al, and
tolerates practices or vestiges of the dominant
social structures . Quite simply, competition
should not be in the agenda. A project which
finds, it impossible to remain self-supporting
should explore all existing options besides
mainstreaming . (Some of these options willbe
explored in the second installment) .'

In fact, the teen competition implies simi-

larities between the players . When compet-
ing, two or more teams form a tacit agreement
to vie for the same end. However, the goal of
most businesses is profit, while the goal of an
AI is opposition to the system that puts profit
first. It doesn't matter if you are on the same
playing field if you are playing badminton,
and they are playing rugby. You can continue
to score your points. They will keep scoring
their points. You may even think you are
competing. But finally, your team is the one
which will end up with all the bruises (Nor-
mally I would avoid sports metaphors, but
since we're . engaging in mainstream busi-
ness ...).

In fact, I have often experienced resis-
tance from participants in Al's toward taking
actions which may be perceived as "too politi-
cal," As political action is inherent in the
creation of an Al, attempting to maintain an
"objective" or apolitical appearance is sub-
versive to the basis of the Al. Positing an
apolitical image becomes a destructive factor
within the organization, encouraging main-
stream assimilation and threatening its contin -
ued function.

Social change must be part of the process
of redefining what is political. This can be

Alternatives cont'd on page 21
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HOURS. We have paid for carpentry ,
plumbing, cleaning, painting,trucking and
other odd jobs with HOURS I even use
HOURS to get a message every Monday
after the long weekend . '

Thebase for such services is here in Syracuse.
The customer base is here in Syracuse. All of
the tools are here for a successflil" batter sys-
tem in Onondaga' County.

	

,`' '

	

"'

Ithaca HOURS
This simple, effective 'method is being

modeled after Ithaca's HOUR system. The
Syracuse Hours Committee received a start-
up package from Paul Glover. TThe package
included detailed information as to how he
started the HOURS project in Ithaca in 1994.
Glover suggested a list ofguidelines to folIaviy ,"
which included details that tray" make i ypos-
sible in the future to exchange - Syracuse
HOURS with Ithaca HOURS . Glo'ver' s list of
guidelines included:
•Keep the manner of issuing HOURS consis-

tent with the Ithaca project, which we have.
Everyone who signs on to the project re-
ceives four HOURS . This primes the sys-
tem so that participants can begin `spending.

• Issue renewal payments : two more HOURS
every eight months.

• Record each disbursement by name
serial number.

•Keep records open to all participants
•Grants to community organizations are lmi'

ited to 9 :5 - 10% of total 'HOURS issued
• Grants of HOURS for the systems operation

(printing HOURS and newspaper, buying
office supplies, etc. ) will be kept 1'elow 5%
of all HOURS issued.

	

' '
• List is kept up to date by calling"to~verify

phone numbers.

	

'
• Follow-up with retailers and any others who

tend to earn regular HOURS income to
facilitate spending

	

'

Both- the Syracuse and Ithaca systems
could benefit by exchanging currency,"as both
communities could grow closer together.

N RESPONSE to the ever-growing need
for merchants and neighborhood working

folk to connect, the Syracuse HOURS project
has been created. HOURS are barter bills, in
the one HOUR and half HOUR denomination.
Participants use these barter bills in exchange
for their goods and services.

For example, John needs some roofmg
work done, but can't afford it. However, his
friend Susan will spend some HOURS-which
she earned giving guitar lessons—on John's
baking. John then takes the HOURS and finds
someone on the Syracuse Money list who
does roofing for HOURS . After a few phone
calls she's found someone who will work for
HOURS.

HOURS are actual bills, used the same
way cash is used. The HOUR bill is worth ten
dollars, and the half HOUR bill is worth five
(This is a value comparison, barter bills are not
exchangeable with US dollars) . Susan, John
and whoever else may be working in the
HOUR system, automatically earn ten dollars
an Hour, whereas when working for cash, they
might receive less for their work.

All of the people spending and accepting
HOURS have put their name on a list, which
is compiled and published in every issue of our
newsletter, Syracuse Money. This provides a
complete listing of phone numbers and ser-
vices so people don't have to scramble about
to fmd numbers.

Your Time is Money!
Syracuse HOURS are Here and You're Rich!
Paul DeCirce The bigger the list is, the more valuable

the HOURS are. Time is money, and the value

does not lie in the paper in our wallets . The
value of the bills is in the energy we give to
earn it, and the energy we use in spending it.
To quote Paul Glover, Committee Chair of the
four-year-old Ithaca HOURS project:

By using HOURS we're paid ' more than
money . When we shop locally we` get
more control over jobs and prices, more
control over food quality, more control
over environmental effects and labor
conditions . We start new businesses and
create more jobs for kids, parents, and
retirees . We feel prouder for getting paid
to use our skills and hobbies . We export
more goods, keep wealth local, and can
meet new friends. We are making a
community while making living.

In addition to individual participants,
we're looking to get businesses in the West-
cott area, the Armory Square area and the
Farmer's Market involved. When a business
agrees to accept HOURS, it is up to them how
many HOURS can come through the store.
For example, The Artifice Gallery downtown
is accepting 10% HOURS, while certain indi-
viduals accept 100%.

Here's a quote from Michael S . Turback,
owner of Turback's restaurant in Ithaca:

I will tell you, quite honestly, that by
accepting HOURS, I have introduced my
business to a large number of new pus-

'tamers . I shop at the Farmers Market for
,.fresh-locally grown produce. I found an
'exceptional person who cares for our
indoor plants and does outside garden-
ing and landscaping in exchange for '

se'
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1 Why Participate?
By accepting and ' spending HOURS, we

can produce excellent effects for ourselves
and our neighbors.
• Give artists, crafters and skilled wgrkers
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new customers . By accepting HOURS you
can attract new customers . Perhaps before
HOURS, some customers couldn't afford
these services. Now plumbers, carpenters,
crafters, artists, and anyone can get value
for their time and energy. The longer and
more diverse the list of services, the stron-
ger the value of the HOUR bills are.

Allow young and elderly people value for
their time. Our society often undervalues
elderly people and children. By paying them
with Syracuse HOURS, their services are
valuable once again. This is essential for the
reconstruction of our neighborhoods . By
including all people-regardless of age=
we are bonding in a positive way through
honest labor.

• Free up your cash . Spending your HOURS
in places where you once might have spent
cash frees up your US dollars to use where
HOURS aren't accepted.

• Raise the minimum wage . Youreceive ten
dollars for an hour of labor. If you're raking
the lawn or baby-sitting, this makes the
earned money a bit closer to the cost of
living . An early pitfall the Syracuse HOURS
system has encountered is the question of
""professional" services, such as massagei.
therapy

a
or

Y

health care, where they already
make more than ten dollars an hour. This is
one of the issues that will be discussed at the
Barter Potlucks, where all people spending
and accepting HOURS can come and vote
on issues. In Ithaca, certain professional
services are allowed to accept more than
one HOUR per hour, so perhaps that can
work here in Syracuse as well.

• Allow Funding and Loans for Organiza-
tions. Eventually, we can help others in
services to the community and start-up new
businesses by offering interest-free loans of
HOURS indirections of improvement . Some
of the ideas in Ithaca: a job creation center,
funding for ecological businesses like Com-
munity Canner, Solar Hot Water, experi-
mental housing, greenhousing, and organic
farming. Wecould also help insulate houses,
create recycling warehouses and perhaps
even create land trusts on the outskirts of the
county.

These are big ideas,, and the sky's the
limit. But right now we're working to help
individual businesses and people sign up .

People receive $40 HOURS for adding their
names to the list . This is to begin the spending
of Hours, and to give them a head start.

Local History
The idea of

barter systems is
nothing new lo-
calIy. In March of
'92PeaceNewslet-
ter, Jim Foley suggested the idea of creating
"Syracuse, Onondaga HOURS." The New
Environment Association made an attempt at
a barter system. There is a local credit union on
Westcott Street. Even individual businesses,
like the Syracuse Real Food Co-op on
Kensington, or Happy Ending's downtown,
have tried their own currencies to stimulate
business.

In 1933, during the depression, Neil S.
Rhodes, a gas station attendant, implemented
what was known as "scrip exchange" in
Liverpool . This was a system developed to
keep money local, paying $1 .05 for every
scrip dollar. This idea spread to over 25 states.
Today, Paul Glover reports that Syracuse is
the 16th American city to implement HOURS,
and the growth continues . We too are crawling
forth from a time of financial depression to re-
discover the value we have in barter-
ing with our neighbors.

Inevitably, the legality of the
HOURS has been brought up. Bar-
tering is absolutely legal inthis coun-
try. Glover has said "HOURS are a
form of scrip exchange, issued dur-
ing money shortages . They are not
illegal; the government's main concern is tax-
collection." For this reason, HOURS ex-
changed for professional services are treated
as cash and are taxable. For personal ex-
changes, they aren't.

Our first issue of Syracuse Money was
released in January of 1995 . Since the current
committee' s start-up in December of 1994,
we've added about 40 services to our list . And
On the Rise Bakery, Syracuse Cultural Work-
ers and the Real Food Co-Op are among the
businesses expressing interest.

HOW Does the List Work?
Lets say Susan wants to earn HOURS

giving guitar lessons. She sends her name,
address, phone number and list of services to

Syracuse Money. In doing so, her first name is
added under "G," for guitar lessons . Her num-
ber is printed with this . If, at any time, Susan

goes "broke "or gets
tired, she can have
her name removed,
no more commit-
ment . Once her
name was printed
on the list, however,

she received four HOURS as start-up and was
then considered as offering a service. Syra-
cuse Money will be printed every two months
so the list will be kept up to date.

Right now, we're requesting that people
who sign up donate $1 cash for each listing, to
help pay for printing, mailing and office sup-
plies . This will keep copies of the newsletter
available, and allow for more printing of
HOURS.

Barter Potluck Dinner
Our first meeting will be on February 4, at

the Euclid Community Open House (ECOH)
on the corner of Westcott and Euclid Streets,
at 6 PM. The purpose here is to share food and
experience, to make connections with
HOURS' spenders and earners, to vote on
issues about the growth and expansion of

HOURS and to come together as a com-
munity . When we refer to "committee,"
we refer to every single person with
their name on the list, to every single
person walking around with HOURS in
their pockets right now. And in a months
time, we've issued over $300 worth of

HOURS.
Now is the time to get involved . Every-

one is welcome to come to the dinner and
share food and learn more about HOURS.
We'll have The List available if you'd like to
sign up, and everyone can participate in an-
swering questions and making this as clear as
possible. Bartering is a simple and effective
way to live well, and we all hope to see this
system a success in Syracuse.

To add your name or business to the list,
send your name, address, and listings (up to
three services) to Syracuse Money, 141
Avondale Place #10, Syracuse, NY 13210, or
call (315)471-6423 .

db
Paul is the acting coordinator of the

Syracuse HOURSproject.

The value of the bills Is In the
energy we give to earn It, and the
energy we use In spending It.
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Pet Theft
The theft of companion animals is a na-

tionwide problem Dogs and cats are frequently
stolen from unwary owners, whether the ani-
mal is "purebred" or not . It is virtually impos-
sible to recover them. Eventually, these ani-
mals are sold to laboratories for experimenta-
tion or are used in dog fights.

Please do not tie your companion animal
outside a store or leave him/her in an unlocked
car. Do not let him/her roam free. An identify-
ing tatoo on the leg is recommended, since
tattooed ears can be cut off.

If you are unable to keep an animal,
explore your own network of friends to find a
suitable home, or contact your local animal
protection society for advice. Above all, please
do not give or sell a companion animal to
strangers, unless you have thoroughly checked
their suitability through personal and veteri-
nary references, discussion and home visits
prior to adoption.

If you are aware of any pet theft opera-
tions in the Central New York area, please
contact In Defense of Animals at (800) STO -
LEN-PET or your local law enforcement
agency or animal control officer.

Learn more about People for Animal
Rights at our orientation and outreach pro-
gram to be held Monday, February 27, at 7 :30
- 8:30 pm at the Liverpool Public Library
community room. This is a free, non-pressure,
educational event open to the public . For more
information call PAR at 488-PURR.

Come to the Syracuse Community
Choir's fundraising auction Friday, March
10, at the Euclid Community Open House.
The choir will be auctioning everything from
massages and couseling sessions to hair-
cuts and handmade crafts . Listen to the
choir sing some of its favorite songs while
you bid on the extravagant and the extraor-
dinary.

Doors open at 7 PM, auction begins at
7:30 PM. The Euclid Community Open House
is on the corner of Euclid Avenue and West-
cott Street in Syracuse.

To donate items for the auction, call
Robin at 449-4215.

The Syracuse Community Choir sings
music promoting peace, freedom and jus-
tice, and provides an opportunity for every-
one to sing .

Syraeuae

Community
Radio

1995 is shaping up to be a brilliant year
for SCR. We plan to intensify our efforts in a
great number of areas in the next year. At the
end of '94, we took stock of our progress and
decided to reorganize our priorities a bit . A
proposed two-year budget and revised time
line have been put together and several new
committees set up . Due to the underwhelming
response we have received thus far we will be
conducting a short-term promotional blitz in
order to raise the needed funds to continue in
this preconstruction phase . With conservative
attacks likely to further degrade public radio
funding, SCR will likely not have the match-
ing funds from the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting that most non-commercial sta-
tions have enjoyed in the past. By law, a
minimum of one-third of our funding must
come from the public. It is likely we will need
a larger percentage if current trends continue.
The factor that will work in our favor is that
SCR will operate on a fraction of the cost of
most public stations because of the large per-
centage of local volunteer programming that
is planned.

Our bonds with international radio out-
lets have continued to flourish . SCR program-
ming can be heard on Radio Siberia and on
our sister station, Radio Vox in Moscow.
Radio Vox is broadcasting a regularly sched-
uled program showcasing some of our region's
best musical offerings. In the past few months,
Russian listeners have heard The Minds Eye,
Ani Difranco, The Heartbeats, Bruce Pegg
and the Horseflies . In addition SCR, is form-
ing partnerships with BanburyShire Com-
munity Radio (BSCR) in England and with
WJFF in Jeffersonville NY . (The only hydro
powered public station in the US)

Our other exciting news is the first an-
nual Salt City Folk-Roots Music Series that
will be taking place in May . We hope to create
a yearly event that will showcase a broad
range of regional talent as well as bring well
known musicians from all over to Syracuse . A
variety of regional artists will be performing in
a number of local venues over a two week
period. SCR would welcome suggestions as
well as would-be concert promoters.

If all goes well, and with a bit of help, this
year will be one of increased momentum that
w ill bring us ever closer to ourgoal of being on
the air in 1996 . We hope you will join our

	 CZX'dal/t
Peace Action CNY invites participation

in four priority areas : Nuclear Disarmament,
Peace Economy, Ending Arms Trade, and
Conflict Resolution.

Our present peace economy effort is to
build a coalition opposing the Contract On
America. Three projects are developing : an
op-ed piece for newspapers, signed by com-
munity leaders ; a meeting with Congressman
James Walsh, accompanied by a demonstra-
tion opposing the Contract; and a possible
public service announcement for radio and/or
TV .

Nuclear disarmament is a core focus of
our work . The nuclear testing moratorium
ends in October 1995 . With possible changes
at the Department Of Energy, testing could
well resume. It is extremely important to pre-
vent that through an international Test Ban.
The fmal negotiating session for a Compre-
hensive Test Ban begins January 31, so now is
a pivotal time . Join us in a nationwide call-in
to President Clinton, 202-456-1111 on Mon-
day January 30 . Tell him words are not enough.
He needs to press the nuclear nations to sign a
CTB NOW. A vigil at the Federal Building on
January 30 from 5 :00 to 6 :00 will draw atten-
tion to the CTB and the call-in.

On February 7 we are bringing Dr. Judith
Johnsrud to address developments at the De-
partment of Energy involving nuclear waste,
nuclear testing, and "recycling" of plutonium
from bombs. Dr. Johnsrud is a specialist in the
geography of radiation. She directs the Envi-
ronmental Coalition on Nuclear Power in Penn-
sylvania, and represents that coalition on the
PA State Advisory Committee on Radioactive
Waste . Don't miss her talk at May Memorial,
3800 E . Genesee St. in Syracuse at 7 :30 PM.

For musical ways to support this work,
come to our April 1 concert ("John Rossbach
Never Was Plugged") and our May 6 Chris-
tina Olsen Concert.

For more information call 478-7442.

efforts to bring a true alternative to the radio in
this city . Please support SCR with a generous
membership donation and be a founding sup-
porter of Listener Operated Community
Radio . We have frequent meetings. Call 437-
9579 for more info or write to :P.O. Box 6365,
Syracuse 13217-6365

Syracuse Community Choir
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Voices & Visions; Abilities & Disabilities (In Syracuse, NY and La Estancia, El Salvador)
Ed Kinnane and Ann Tiffany

The following is reprinted—by permis-
sion and with thanks--from the January '95
Syracuse-La Estancia Hermanamiento, our
local sister community newsletter. To sub-
scribe to this quarterly send $5 for printing
and mailing to : Hannah or Shirley Novak,
1669 East Genesee St., Syracuse 13224, phone
(315) 446-6099 . They would also be glad to
tell you more about the Syracuse/La Estancia
sister community . Two Syracuse members will
be visiting La Estancia in February.

THE PEOPLE of La Estancia and Syracuse
are both "differently abled" and differently
disabled.

The Estancians, in the remote mountains
of Morazan, El Salvador live in close-knit
families and communities. They are rich in
their indigenous heritage and in their close
relationship to the earth and its creatures . But,
in their own country, they are voiceless and
virtually disenfranchised. Their national gov-
ernment denies them their rights and fails to

provide them their due for the many years it
harried them during the civil war.

We Syracusans, for all our mobility and
affluence, are too often blind to the conditions
under which most people sharing our planet
live. We are blind to the consequences,of our
consumption, and of the US foreign policy
that underpins that consumption. And we can
be blind to the poor and marginalized here at
home, as well as to the social and spiritual
emptiness in our own lives.

Visiting the mountains of Morazan awak-
ens all our senses . We see how few material
possessions it takes to live a good life. We hear

CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN

sounds that aren't mechanical. We feel the
earth, rock and water under our feet. We smell
the richness of earth, smoke, wind and water.
We taste food grown, ground, and prepared at
home . We see the dignity and joyfulness in the
lives of people who have suffered 12 years of
war . As our senses expand, our senselessness
is reduced.

But visiting La Estancia isn't simply a
junket. Syracuse members of this sister com-
munity help provide a voice for the people of
La Estancia. In Salvador we advocate for their
rights . Back home in the US we tell their
stories . We lobby for reparations for the dev-
astation we helped cause the Salvadoran
people . After all, it was our tax money and our
insufficient resistance that allowed the US
government to provide billions of dollars in

,
1 .s t . • • i n N o , E •

	

military aid to El Salvador's rogue govern-
,

_L ,s„

	

d • nosncu+

	

ment during the civil war.
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It is through our personal involvement
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with the people of La Estancia,, and through
M1tl

our support for their own health, education,
-~"; and development co-ops, that we can best help

em to find their voice . As we attentively

Central America / Caribbean Coalition Update
Paul Weichselbaurn

THE DECEMBER meeting of CACC again
reflected a high degree of activity . Issues
arose regarding Central America and the Car-
ibbean (to be outlined below) as well as con-
cerning developments in the United States,
such as the Contract On America and the
continued resurgence of the death penalty.

• Against the Blockade of Cuba : Elana Levy
described her recent trip to Cuba (about which
she is writing in the PNL, see page 6, this
issue). Conditions have improved somewhat
in the past year, and the Cuban government
and people are fashioning creative responses
to the US trade embargo. Elana Levy is resum-
ing a campaign to collect material aid, includ-
ing medical supplies and undergarments.
• Sister Community Project : The next del-
egation to La Estancia leaves Feb . '16, and the
fundraising goal of $3500 for La Estancia has
been met. Since the CACC meeting, the Jan.
15 dinner at MMUUS was a success, and it
was a pleasure having diverse peoples get
together to put on and share in the occasion .

Contributions can still be made out to
MMUUS-El Salvador and sent to Shirley
Novak, 2669 E . Genesee St ., Syracuse NY
13224.
• Guatemala : Jennifer Harbury is expected to
come to Ithaca to speak this spring . Joan
Goldberg is exploring the possibility of bring-
ing her to Syracuse.
• Haiti Solidarity : Peace Brigades Interna-
tional will be sending a team to Haiti . Haiti
Solidarity week is Feb. 5 through 12, with a
slide presentation by Nancy Gwin of Feb . 12
at 6:30 PM at Plymouth Church and a recep-
tion at 8 PM. Nancy Gwin has recently re-
turned from Haiti . A fundraiser is planned
Feb. 15 at Happy Endings. Please look for
flyers about both events in this issue of the
PNL.
• Witness For Peace : The future of the orga-
nization is to be discussed at larger meeting on
January 18 .

• Coalition Building : Lots of activities are
going on to respond to the Contract on America,
and members of CACC are involved as indi -
viduals in many of those efforts . Elana Levy is
working on an effort of prevent the execution
of a man who is essentially a political prisoner
in Pennsylvania . The suggested agenda for a
community-wide coalition building meeting
includes 1) support for each other in neighbor-
hood-based activities, creating alternatives to
isolation; 2) share our experiences in grass
roots solidarity work to make connections
between people's stories and the policies that
affect us; 3) sharing our own and others'
stories in an open-ended fashion ; and 4) con-
ceive of "a delegation to the south and west
sides of Syracuse," not as a condescending
gesture, but in a structured way to highlight the
disparities in conditions, access and wealth in
the United States . People can show their sup-
port for human needs by attending a meeting at
St . Anthony's Church on Feb. 7, at 7 PM to
review this year's Community Development
Block Grant proposal, which has an enormous
impact on our neighborhoods.

Next CACC Meeting:
Feb. 8, Plymouth Church,

6 PM working potluck,
7:30 PM group meeting .



The Syracuse Stage Presents:
A Local Cultural War Dramatizes Conservatism and Self-Censorship
Michelle Brisson

I DRESS FOR THE SIGNING with some
hesitancy . It's hard to decide what to wear.

A simple suit would be the obvious choice—
at least before last month. Now I look through
my closet for something sturdier, more war-
like—or maybe a mourning cloak. I go to this
next art show with new respect for the fight
artists are waging against the religious right.
During the holiday season, the rising conser-
vative influence was felt and two area arts
organizations clashed as a result . There were
no crusades—Jesse Helms made 'no appear-
ance. Yet after some reflection and research, I
have no doubt that what occurred was a result
of the creeping authority and subtle power the
religious right has been mustering these past
few years.

It began this past fall when Syracuse
Stage asked Altered Space, a local art collec-
tive, to curate a show in the Syracuse Stage
lobby to run concurrent with the Stage's pro-
duction of Butterfingers Angel, December 2
through December 24. The title of the show
was Strange Angels: A Show of Contempo-
rary Icons . Syracuse Stage has done some
brave work in the past. Two local, openly-
lesbian artists has a show there and 'alterna-
tive' plays have found a home. Tazewell Th-
ompson, the director of the Stage, has shown
courage and conviction and a willingness to
challenge those attending stage performances.
Thompson knew who Altered Space is, knew
that the art there was provocative and innova-
tive—neverNonnan Rockwell fluff-stuff. Ask-
ing Altered Space to curate this show prom-
ised an exciting balance to an otherwise ' white-
bread' holiday piece.

However, without warning, the Syracuse
Stage administration decided they wanted to
close the show before it ever opened. At first
they blamed this on the children who would be
viewing the pieces. Later they were more
honest and admitted it was revenues that con-
cerned them. The holiday production was a
Christian Christmas piece. As such, many of
those attending could be expected to be Chris-
tians. These theater-goers might be insulted
and angry to view unorthodox version of an-

gels and as a result, might cancel subscriptions
or black list the Stage. When I heard this I
remembered that some other "risky" projects
and art shows, such as the out-lesbian "We
Were Born This Way" show, had been held
when there were no stage productions, no
Christian-right ticket holders to offend.

Although the entire show was under fire,
there were three pieces that the Syracuse Stage
Administration found most "offensive," though
none were remotely pornographic ; the show
was actually tame compared to many . After
hours of dialogue, a compromise was reached
in good faith to continue the display of art-
work. Two of the three pieces in question were
moved to places where children would not
have access to them; the third was allowed to
remain with the main body of work as long as
a written explanation was attached, describing
how the piece was inspired by a struggle with
breast cancer by a family friend of the artist.
The remainder of the show was to be displayed
as previously outlined by the Altered Space
organizers.

This good faith agreement was broken
when Syracuse Stage further insulted and cen-
sored the show . The Stage made an arrange-
ment with H.W. Smith school for angel art-
work. This "unoffensive" artwork was tacked
up every where around the lobby. Moreover,
the lobby was filled with furniture to be auc-

tioned off, much of which obscured pieces in'
the Altered Space show . A centerpiece sculp-
ture was shoved toone side and completely
displaced . And finally, the gallery statement
for the show which was added as part of the
agreement to allow the show to remain up, was
obscured. It was impossible to see this state-
ment which explained the purpose of the show
and gave unity to the pieces.

The works of art in the lobby were hidden'
and confused with furniture and children 's art,

,

teddy bears and happy angel t-shirts. The
integrity of the display was shattered yet Syrad'
cuse Stage management defended itself. After
all, the show remained in the lobby, they
contended. The Stagecould feel `liberal' even
though the Altered Space show was as effec-
tively censored as if it had been taken down . I
saw the tangled remains of the show, heard
Tazewell Thompson call Altered Space sup-
porters "pathetic" for crying censorship . And
the words swimming around and around my
head were "what went wrong? How did Syra-
cuse Stage come to first encourage then censor
an art show? What influence causes sane, art-
loving professionals tomake decisions against
fellow artists?"

I began to investigate and search for his-
torical roots and in the process found and
excerpt from a December 1990 article by
Dennis Barrie titled "Culture Wars: Docu-
ments from the Recent Controversies in the
Arts . It's not a book I would normally pick up.

I know little about visual arts ; I am a writer, a
child care worker. I am also, however, a politi-
cal activist outraged at the freedoms being
stripped away from those outside the white,
Christian, heterosexual mold . I had heard runt- ,;
Wings about the battle for NEA funding and
Jesse Helm's reaction to and definition of
"pornography." This latest wave of censor-
ship came to national attention in 1989 with
the attacks on Serrano's "Piss Christ" and
Mapplethorpe's "X Portfolio."

We really should have seen the Syracuse
Stage incident coming.

Signs of War
The article by Barrie is five years old and

in the arts, as in other areas, the religious right
has proceeded with their agenda whileweplay
catch up . Barrie was the director of the Con-
temporary Arts Center of Cincinnatti in 1989
when the Mapplethorpe exhibit was shown.
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At first, according to Barrie, the Mapplethorpe
show was "in our eyeswjjust another exhibition"
(p . 296). In fact, he says, that "when we took
thejexhibitionit was not a controversial exhi-
bition and not very different than anything we
had:done over our 51 year history . We have a
long history of doing provocative and chal-
lenging exhibitions."

2 However, in June
of 1989, Jesse Helms
launched his campaign
against the NEA and
specifically targeted the
Mapplethorpe exhibi-
tion. The furor was unlike anything Barrie
could have expected. His museum was in-
vaded by police, he was harassed with thou-
sands of letters generated by a religious right
letter writingcampaign, andheevenhadcrimi-
nal charges placed against him. Fundraising
efforts, for all the arts screamed to a halt as the
Helm's campaign urged "that no one should
give, and if this meant the symphony and the
artmuseum had to go down with the Contem-
porary Arts Center, that was fine. (297) Art
was. the enemy—art that did not uphold the
status quo.

Thebattle continued disrupting the entire
city;,Barrie talks about his fear of being ar-
rested, about others who were forced to resign
from their jobs. He also spoke of the people in
Cincinnati who would not take this attempt to
control the arts lying down. As police were
taking over the gallery space, several thou-
sand people gathered below . Bathe remem-
benthat " . .an that crowd-there were a lot of
students in front—but in that crowd there were
ladies : 80 years old, priests, . city councilmen,
business people; it was a real cross-section of
Cincinnati. I saw a lot of them thatday, talked
to them afterward, and the outrage of those
2,000 people, knowing what was going on was
incredible' (298).

Ft those who don't know the outcome,
the show remained open. Barrie writes that
"Mapplethorpe has been called the best clas-
sical photographer of the late 20th century.
Some peopledon't likehis work, some people
call him a second rate artist . I've heard all
these debates in the eight months I've been
involved with this battle . I think it ' s a really
good, body of work but his standing, good or
bad, •; is not the issue here. The real issue is
freedom.of expression" (298). The show went
on ' tto. record crowds, yet many people were
scarred and hurt in the process. Most impor-
tantly,the precedent was set—the doors to a

showcould be opened by the police and indi-
vidual pieces of art could be plucked from a
show, judged separately and censored. Barrie
talks of the consequences of this "victory ." He
explains that "the consequences are really
consequences for freedom of expression and
access to that expression . . . . I'm starting to see

self-censorship all
over the place.
You think twice
about what you're
going to put out. . ..
These are the con-
sequences of this

decision. I worry about a country that can
tolerate things like this" (299).

Coming Home
The censorship in Syracuse is not so

unusual. It is a growing phenomenon across
the country . The administration of Syracuse
Stage may have made a wise decision fman-
cially . Certainly the religious right would have
objected to some of the pieces. Yet each act of
self-censorship weakens us . Each time we
allow others to decide what is fit for us to view,
we sell a piece of our collective soul . The
religious right continues to more closely de-
fine for all of us what is valuable, sacred and
fit tote viewed and heard. The slogan "If you
give artists freedom of expression soon every
American will wantit"is a favorite of Barrie ' s.
I agree; the arts are a perfect place to draw a
line in the sand and,refuse to move . Syracuse

Lyncourt Foot Care
(Across from Syr . China)

2802 Court St.
Syracuse, NY 13208

(815) 454-3320

Stage may be running scared, May be afraid of
reprisal. It is probably a real fear. Yet in the', ..
face of the religious right-run-rampant, some
courage is called for.

I ask Tazewell Thompson and other mem-
bers of the Syracuse Stage to stand with area
artists not against them ; making concessions
to those who would silence our differences
does not make the world safer for any of our .
voices. Theappetites of those who would bury
the Altered Space show are insatiable and
would silence all those not like them. Those
2,000 voices in Cincinnati that rang out in
protest at censorship offer me hope. I would
like to believe that there would be at least that
many who would cry out in pain and outrage
should the arts continue to be interfered with
here in Syracuse . However, the Stage's cen-
sorship of the holiday Altered Space show
went by barely reported.

A single evening of readings on:Decem- :r
ber 16 by local writers dedicated to artistic
freedom was the prayer offered up by this 1
community in response to the censorship of
the Strange Angels show. It was a powerful
gathering but not enough.

The 'cultural war' may nothave begun in
Syracusebut it is here now . It is time to choose
sides and find courage.

Michelle Is a Syracuse writer, child-care
worker and political activist.

'Dennis Barrie, Freedom of Expression Is
the Issue, SITE Sound, November/ December
1990 excerpt-. Ed. Richard Bolton, Culture
Wars. New Press: New York, 1992
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Westvale Foot Care
(At Geddes Plaza)

2010 W Genesee St ..
Syracuse, NY 13219

(315) 487-1114

The religious right continues
to more closely define for all of
us what Is valuable, sacred
and fit to be viewed and heard .

	1

Dr. Douglas Dickson

Podiatrist
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Heel Pain • Arch Pain.

Ingrown Toenail • Bunions
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Cultural Critique : The Final Frontier
Tracing Visions of Utopia and Culture at Warp Speeds

emotions he is experiencing are threatening
his circuitry and his lack of focus is impeding
his problem solving abilities . Not only do men
have BIG feelings that could destroy our planet,
but they physically endanger individual men.

At this crisis point Data is falling apart,
but Picard is present to provide him with a role
model . Picard too is experiencing an onslaught
of strong emotion. He has received word that
his brother and nephew died in a fire . Though
he feels sad and afraid, he falters only a mo-
ment before he is able to put his feelings aside
and face his duty . Picard snaps at Riker shortly
after receiving the tragic news . Riker can see
that his captain is out of sorts, but it takes the
lovely Deanna Troy to uncover what is trou
bling Picard. The captain can't show sino£i
which make him vulnerable pi:Vi%ther
officer . Ever the benevolent path
reserves his moments of ‘a
sharing for his female offices
Beverly Crusher and Gut"'"""".#ir:

Data is a quick and
up when his captain tells
necessary to their mission a t ..
emotions aside . He is soon ..:a
providing essential skills and information .as
the Enterprise battles a Klingon bird of p̀rey.
When the Klingon ship explodes and Data
cheers, the Westcott audience laughed and
gave a collective sigh of relief. Emotionally,
Data is filling the role of a precocious adoles-
cent boy in a man's body, a combination
dominant US culture finds charming and sexu-
ally attractive. Now that he is inscribed in a
familiar gender role, Data's circuits no longer
overload and he is out of physical danger.

Science fiction often strives to portray a
utopian vision . Poverty, homelessness, dis-
ease, and sexism are eliminated on earth in the
century that Star Trek takes place . Monetary
systems have been done away with and every-
one has what he or she needs. I am tickled that
I can go to a mainstream movie and watch men

EFORE I'M EVEN ON Westcott Street,
I'm planning the article in my head. I've

just seen the newest Star Trek film, Genera-
tions, and I'll admit it, I thoroughly enjoyed
myself. Part of the pleasure of Star Trek for me
is how neatly everything fits together. Themes
weave in. and out of episodes with consis-
tency . Any piece of information you are given
will be put to use in a later adventure . The
latest film is no different. For years we've
watched Data struggle to understand emo-
tions in his attempt to become more fully
human . Well, Data has the hardware to pull it
off in Generations. Geordi installs the chip in
his positronic brain, and we watch as Data
attempts to function at his traditional level of
efficiency while wrestling with fear, guilt,
sadness, remorse, hate, and humor . Men's
struggle with emotion is the theme and the
sexist gender dynamics it brings out are sadly
predictable.

One of the first emotions Data experi-
ences is pleasure. He has difficulty concen-
trating on an expedition because he cannot
stop laughing . Because of his lack of focus and
awareness, it is easier for the movie's villain to
disrupt the mission and capture Geordi . The
villain wants to go back to a space rift called
the Nexus . The Nexus is the ultimate nar-
cotic—time has no meaning, all your fantasies
and desires are fulfilled, and you live forever
in perfect health. He is escaping to this geo-
graphical drug because of the pain he experi-
enced when the Borg attacked his planet and
killed almost everyone on it including his
family. The message is plain : the mixture of

F; men and emotion is a potentially dangerous
i combination; a man who doesn't strike the
proper balance will stop at nothing, not
even the elimination of a planet, to se- ~/~~~
cure his ends ; men have BIG feelings.

friend, Geordi
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Just as our television-saturated

	Later, Data feels responsible for his

	

mall infested culture can load
drown Jf

's, capture as his uncon- our abilities to think critically.

	

~

trollable fear stopped him from helping
Geordi. Knowing that he endangered
his friend leaves him so sad and ashamed
that he can't perform his duties and he
asks Captain Picard to relieve him . The

in uniform struggle to be in touch with the full
range of their emotions.

Generations seems to be a reasonably
enlightened, fun movie. So what's nagging
me? Is it mere coincidence that the empathic
ship's counselor is a beautiful woman, that the
Klingons, an extremely sexist warrior race,
are brown, or that the evil women in the movie
have large breasts and exposed cleavages?
And why is it so easy to forget that these
characters are military officers sailing around
the galaxy playing out their cops of the uni-
verse fantasies? After even a brief critical
analysis it's easy to see that Star Trek falls far
short of its utopian vision . Life on earth during

century the writers of Star Trek live is not
isms they live with appear

sexist portrayal of how
h i`tlis s ony one ex-
dhave chosen.

Maniples of injustice,
d>v iba arices incredibly

j C fiery ace ;ackaged in enlight-
ai *ntrtt Vieen .ewers are

patterns of racist,
: phob 'classist, ablist thought,
aie.;:ev : ass likely to recognize it

becatse: T e` trappings of Star Trek seem so
inclusive, warm and inviting . The crew is a
closely knit family of different races and spe-
cies of humanoids . Each member contributes
strengths and weaknesses and each is indis-
pensable. Their rainbow of differences en-
riches their lives and saves them from innu-
merable perils.

In the movie, Kirk dies so that his life will
make a difference—he saves a solar system
which includes one M class planet inhabited
by the crew of the Enterprise D and 250,000,000
preindustrial humanoids. What purpose do I
serve in the galaxy as I sit at a computer
writing an article about a Star Trek movie?

To me, critiquing popular culture seems
similar to physical exercise. We live in a world

where most of us do little manual labor. Our
bodies get soft as we sit in front of machines,
talk on phones, attend meetings. For our
health and relaxation, many of us run for
miles with no destination, push weights up
and down for no real purpose, or perform any
number of illogical acts . It's a symptom of
both our wealth and our lack.

Final Frontier cont'd on page 21

Karen Hall
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oose Love:
A Jewish Buddhist Human Rights Activist in Central America, Parallax Press

Joan Goldberg

HOOSE LOVE: A Jewish BuddhistHu
man Rights Activist in Central America

(Parallax Press, 198pp, $12) is based on a
series of letters written by Joe Gorin that
chronicle his two year sojourn (September
1987-October 1992) in Central America. Joe
details his work with Peace Brigades Interna-
tional (PBI) in Guatemala (accompanying ac-
tivists whose lives were being threatened by
political violence), his move to Nicaragua to
work with Witness for Peace (documenting
human rights abuses); a brief foray to El Sal-
vador, andhisretumtoGuatemalaeightmonths
later to work independently with labor unions
and peasant organizations.

Joe's letters are a
collection of incidents,
anecdotes and conver-
sations, originally writ-
tento a friend who cop-
ied and distributed
them.,to supporters and
acquaintances . These
engaging reflections—
personal, chatty, hu-
morous—provide the reader an intimate
glimpse of Joe's experiences, how he dealt
with the situations he encountered and how
they transformed him. Joe's often seeming
innocence and ingenuousness disguise his po-
litical sophistication, indignation at injustice
and a fierce commitment to peace and social
justice for Guatemalans and people every-
where.

Judaism and Buddhism are interwoven
throughout the book, reflecting their influ-
ences on his spiritual and political develop-
ment . From Judaism Joe learned about op-
pression and liberation ; from Buddhism he
absorbed an enhanced sense of interdepen-
dence and connectedness to the world and the
meaning of contemplation and self-explora-
tion,

Joe recalled spiritual teachings when he
met with the US consul general in El Salvador,
and contemplated a paradox he says is "at the
heart of my life. . . .How can I recognize this
man's humanity and hold him in my heart,

even while I oppose with all my power the
forces he represents and on whose behalf he
acts." Remembering the Buddhist precepts
about right speech and not lying, (that which is
said must be both truthful and helpful), he
continues, "I intensely dislike misleading
people, and yet there are times when truthful-
ness and helpfulness don't
seem to go hand in hand . .. . If
I had told Tim exactly what
I was doing in the country,
it might have been helpful
to him but not to the Salva-
doran people who are
served by PBI. . . .if he [the
Buddha] had lived in a vio -
lent and repressive country
dominated by low intensity warfare, he prob-
ably would have included something about
discretion ." Joe recalls Mr . Cohen, his He-
brew school teacher, an Auschwitz survivor,

who said "in order to preserve life we
were allowed to monkey around with
any of the Ten Commandments, ex-
cept the one about honoring God."

Joe continually
struggles with under-

C&0CRB PQ standing and forgive-
ness, recognizing the hu-
manity in the oppressors
at the same time experi-

encing rage toward them for what they were
doing. "Every now and then I meet those I
view as oppressors, but upon looking deeply I
can see and appreciate their humanity, the
suffering that has led them to their views and
activities, the hurt, the joy, the fear, and the
dignity that are inside of them, and I feel deep
compassion for them and their suffering. Some-
times, I want to strangle the motherfuckers. . ."

Joe wrestles with familiar activist dilem-
mas—where to go, where is one needed most.
" . . . As if my moving to Nicaragua will cause
El Salvador to be gobbled up by the empire . . .I
now see that each struggle for justice is a part
of every other one, so it makes little difference
where I go after my time in Guatemala is over.
What is most crucial is the work and not the
particular place. . .It is clear tome that over the
long haul my work is in the United States ."

Joe is forever playing dumb, posing as a
tourist in an effort to disguise his political
affiliation. One such moment is when he is
stopped by a civilian patrol in Guatemala . In

an attempt to stop them from searching his
backpack, he pulls out his camera, takes their
picture and he walks away with their names
and address with the promise to send them
copies . ".. .I realized that a very interesting plot
reversal had just taken place . I the 'subver-
sive' had encountered the security forces, and V ;

I now was walking away,
with their names ; ad-
dresses, and photographs, ,
and they didn't have the
foggiest idea who I was ."
No irony is lost on Joe;
everything is fair game for
his brand of humor. But
just as present are the an-
ger, the rage, the pain, the

terror, the tears . Far from a superficial journey,
Choose Love is Joe's ongoing struggle with
the process of being an activist-continually
reconciling dilemmas and paradoxes, explor-
ing and questioning feelings and attitudes,
attempting to understand why people commit
the acts they do, trying to be forgiving, work-
ing for ways to end the injustice . At the very
heart of the book is his connection to ,the
people themselves, not only activist leaders
such as Amilcar Mendez and Rigoberto
Menchu but the many campesinos whose lives
he touched and who touched his.

Joan Goldberg is an adult education
consultant and a Central American activist.
In 1990she was part ofa delegation to
Guatemala led by Joe Garin.

MART lyN A . M i LLER
Divorce • Real Estate

Wills • Mediation

104 Pleasant St, Manlius
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TAKING Off lhf BLINDERS

The War On Meat . . .Well, Almost
A Vegetarian Look at Food Poisening
Joseph Smith

UP UNTIL the late '80s, bacterial infec-
tion arising from dairy products and

mishandled or uncooked meat was a common
occurrence. So common, in fact, that doctors
were not even required to report the cases they
treated. Bacteria were not deemed a serious
threat because curing them was as easy as
prescribing an antibiotic like penicillin, one of
the hundred so-called "miracle drugs of the
twentieth century ."

Yet as the March 28, 1994 issue of
Newsweek reported, " . . .it looks like medicine
declared a victory (over infectious disease)
and went home too soon" ("The End of Anti-
biotics," p . 47). Testament to this was an
incident occurring last year in which three
children died and more than 700 adults be-
came ill in the Northwest from eating meat
contaminated with a strain of E.coli that was
resistant to the antibiotics normally used for
treatment . The infections gained so much no-
toriety that two major television networks
devoted hour-long, prime-timenews programs
to exposing the inability of government regu-
lators to effectively combat the problem of
contaminated meat. But despite the deaths of
the three children and confessions from meat
inspectors admitting they are unable to do
their job, the public has settled on pressuring
the government for "reforms" in federal meat
inspection regulations—a gesture equivalent

to using a spoon to move a mountain of ma-
nure .

Pressure for reform has so far met with
the usual industry resistance. Last July gov-
ernment and industry groups sponsored a two-
day conference on the issue. A panel of physi-
cians, scientists, and public health officials
(but no consumer advocates) was convened to
develop a "non-binding" consensus statement
for meat producers on bacterial contamina-
tion. The panel recommended that the US
Department of Agriculture move to a "scien-
tifically based inspection system" instead of
the "see-touch-smell" method which it now
employs . Currently, inspectors watch carcasses
moving down the line and feel for signs of
disease such as inflammation, tumors, or hard
nodules. The panel also advocated the use of
irradiation (exposing food to gamma rays from
radioactive sources) to solve the problem.
However, this process has not yet been ap-
proved by the federal government . Since the
initial statement, the USDA has announced
several programs to reorganize its methods of
meat inspection but, so far, little change has
been reported, (Washington Post Health, p . 10).

Consumer and animal rights advocates
aren't surprised by such foot-dragging and the
vague and ridiculous solutions to the epidemic
of bacterial infection from meat consumption.
A 1987 New York Times article entitled "Ani-
mal Antibiotics Tied to Illness in Humans"
reported that, in 1960, only 13% of all staphy-
lococcus infections were resistant to penicil-
lin. In 1987, the level of resistance skyrock-
eted to 89% . The major cause was cited as
"The breeding of antibiotic resistant bacteria

in factory farms due to routine feeding of
antibiotics to livestock. "

The aforementioned reforms, even if
brought into practice by federal regulators,
will be ineffectual in stopping bacteria from
developing resistance to antibiotics. In fact,
the only way to truly end the problem of meat
infected with antibiotic resistant bacteria is to
discontinue using such pharmaceuticals on
livestock animals in the first place. The indus-
try will fight this solution because the alterna-
tives to antibiotics are very costly.

One may wonder how something used to
prevent disease can later end up causing dis-
ease. Bacteria, when first exposed to a new
antibiotic, usually succumb to the drug's inva-
sion. However, after some generations, some
bacteria mutate and develop the ability to
incorporate the properties of the antibody into
their DNA before it can do them harm. Thus,
the bacteria protect themselves from future
encounters with the same antibiotic.

Because one bacterium can produce up to
17,000,000 progeny within 24 hours, it is easy
to see how quickly isolated cases of infection
by resistant strains can turn into major epi-
demics. To make matters worse, different kinds
of bacteria can spread resistance to one an-
other simply by touching and "donating" or
"trading" DNA fragments called plasmids
through openings in their cell membranes. For
humans and non-human animals already tak-
ing antibiotics, the danger is even greater.
Drugs currently taken kill the `nonnal'bacteria
and may leave the door wide open for the
"super-bugs" to multiply unchecked. This is
how the epidemic arises in livestock animals,
which are practically bathed in antibiotics
while being fattened.

Due to the relative ease bacteria seem to
have in transforming themselves into super-
villains, one would think an industry employ-
ing large doses of antibiotics would maintain
careful operational procedures and enforce
strict regulations on the use of pharmaceuti-
cals so as not to kill its customers. Unfortu-
nately this is not the reality of modem meat
production.

Factory Functions:
Research shows that over-prescribing

antibiotics is the cause of bacterial contamina-
tion in livestock. But despite the instinctual
drives and individual needs of livestock ani-

Safe
Milk

and Diet
For INFANTS,

Children, Invalids,
Nursing Mothers, etc.
Avoid Imitations
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mals, animal agriculture is a business. Just
like other businesses, profits are kept high by
keeping production costs low. Consequently,
advocating costly and frightening responses
such as irradiation is an all too common symp-
tom of rearing livestock as commodity. For
the animals that means compassion and hu-
mane treatment are scarce.

Such practices as keeping animals sepa-
rated (including taking mothers from their
newborns), confining them in crowded feed-
lots, cramming them into cages so tight they
can hardly move, and the use of antibiotics,
produce the most meat for the lowest costa
Thus, since meat animals are sold by the
pound, it is easy to see why meat producers in
the nation's largest agribusiness corporations
(and small fanners to a lesser degree) will
employ whatever procedures will enable them
to reach and retain the greatest weights . The
most important
concerns for the
farmer are the
size and overall
"health" of the
animal which, at
the time of
slaughter, must
be maximized so
that it will earn top dollar. However, the com-
passionate shopper should be aware that
"healthy"means "healthy enough to be slaugh-
tered." Animals with any number of maladies
are "healthy" enough to be slaughtered as long
as they are able to walk on their own . Those
animals unable to walk (referred to in the
industry as "downers") are either auctioned
off at a much lower price or sometimes left to
perish in a pile of other downers due to their
lack of commercial value.

Crowding a large number of animals in a
particular area encourages the growth of bac-
teria. Hence, as Newsweek declared:
For sheer over-prescription, no doctor can
touch the American fanner . Farm animals
receive 30 times more antibiotics (mostly peni-
cillin and tetracyclines) than people do . The
drugs treat and prevent infection, but the main
reason people like them is that they also make
cows, hogs, and chickens grow faster from
each pound of feed .(p. 48, 3/28/94)

And concerning the antibiotics in milk
production:
Milk is allowed to contain a certain concentra-
tion of 80 different antibiotics—all used on
dairy cows to prevent udder infections . . . The

US. Food and Drug administration sets limits
on how much of the 80 antibiotics milk can
contain and insists that the less than one per-
cent of the milk that violates these limits is
dumped. But a 1992 study by Congress's
General Accounting Office found that states
test for only four of the federally regulated
antibiotics . The GAO's own tests discovered
traces of 64 antibiotics at levels that "`raise
health concerns": they could produce resistant
germs in milk drinkers (p . 48- 49, 3/28/94).

In light of these facts, the recent public
clamor for reform of federal meat processing
regulations reveals a much bigger problem
than that of the meat industry's use of antibi-
otics. That problem is the public's lack of
access to information about what is entailed in
the process of turning cows into hamburgers
and milk machines . The above evidence makes

it clear that we should
no longer trust large
corporations producing
our meat and dairy prod-

_ ucts. It is imperative that
people leant where their
food comes from, how
it is grown, processed,
and delivered. Hope-

fully it will not take more incidents like the
contamination in the Northwest to get citizens
motivated enough to ask questions about the
foods that they put in their bodies.

In terms of meat and other animal prod-
ucts, the consumer has two options . The first
is to pressure the meat and dairy industry to
avoid antibiotics. However, because competi-
tion within the animal agriculture industry is
so intense, the likelihood of agribusiness cor-
porations voluntarily withdrawing from the
use of pharmaceuticals is nil. Agribusiness
needs antibiotics to maintain its intensive,
factory fanning conditions . Without them, the
spread of disease would be so rampant and
claim so many animal lives, the industry would
crumble due to consumer outrage at the result-
ing high prices.

The other and more logical approach is to
forego eating meat altogether . The public needs
to know the lengths the meat and dairy indus-
try has traveled in heralding meat as the "slice
of Americana" that it is today. From distribut-
ing propaganda in schools disguised as dietary
guidelines, to commercials with famous ac-
tors vowing that beef is "real food for real
people," the meat industry has perpetuated a
cultural and nutritional myth on such a grandi-

THE FEEDING PROBLEM
Encourage the baby of high-chair age to feed
itself as soon as possible. Be sure that all foods
offered are palatable—a good test is for the

mother to sample them herself.

ose scale that, in some circles, to be vegetarian
is to be "Un-American ." The fact that those
leading the fight against the meat and dairy
industry's negligence are only calling for pro-
cedural reforms, despite the yearly predic-
tions of 500 deaths and 6.5 million illnesses
arising nationally from the consumption of
contaminated meat is proof that the public is
largely in the dark about the impact meat
production has on our society.

Instead of reforms, we should be calling
for the demise of the meat and dairy industry,
and educating one another about how we can
obtain or produce wholesome, organic foods
on our own. To do so is the only way we will
be able to truly protect ourselves from the
threat of widespread infection by antibiotic-
resistant bacteria. Government and big busi-
ness efforts to shield the public from the truth
should be seen as a sign that their concerns do
not include the public's interest . Government
subsidies to keep milk and meat prices low
and nutritional guidelines from the Dairy Coun-
cil are not produced to make our lives healthier.
They are produced to make it easier for the
meat and dairy industry to sell their products.
To see the truth, we must first acknowledge
the incestuous relationship between govern-
ment, agribusiness, and the pharmaceutical
industry and identify the role each of these
industries plays in setting our cultural dinner
table . To do so is no easy task, but it is needed
to help remove the threat of contaminated food
from our minds and meals.

Joe is a writer and animal rights activist
who writes regularly for the PNL from his

~home in Washington DC.

a 1992 study by Congress's
General Accounting Office
found that states test for only
four of the [80] federally
regulated antibiotics
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ARE YOU WATCHING
YOUR FINANCES WISELY?

HANSEN

	

.
FINANCIAL
SERVICE

For information and consulting
on financial issues such as:

Mutual Funds
(including Socially Conscious)

Insurance
Life,(Annuities,

	

Disability,
& Long Term Care) and

Tax Sheltered Accounts
call :

	

637-5153

SUSAN s . ffANs1EN
Registered

	

Representative
Securities offered through:

Legend Equities Corporation, 907 Butternut St.
Syracuse, NY 13208 422-5868

	

~~~

Eileen Steinbugler Alfieri CSW
Clinical Soda) Worker

TiMphcae
(315) 6374361

Psychotherapy
CowseNnp
Carsukatton

I

Syracuse Cooperative
Federal • Credit • Union

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
*LOANS & MORTGAGES
*HOME EQUITY LOANS
*SHARE SAVINGS & CHECKING
'ACCOUNTS & CERTIFICATES
• COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT
'TRAVELERS CHECKS & MORE

A Socially Responsible Financial Services Cooperative
723 Wesfeott Street * Syracuse * 13210 * Accounts: 471-1116 * Loans: 476-5290

Since 1982

Announcing Our New Location!
723 Westcott Street
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workers (fairly and with benefits) and per-
petuate operation.

When we look at South End me' see a
business that has maintained its commitment
to creating alternative institutions in product
as well as in practice . Its day-to-day operation
embraces opposition to both normal bat-Mess
practices and hierarchy . South End presents
an example of an AI that clarifies its needs in,
light ofboth its politics and the political con-
stituency that it chooses to serve . Through
these definitions, South End has achieved
success.

Using examples such as the South End
collective it is possible to argue that it is not
only possible to embrace progressive ideals to
build a successful AI, but necessary . In Part II
of "Alternatives and Institutions" I will ad-
dress distribution of power in the alternative
workplace, and the way that socially con-
structed behavior affects our relationships with
co-workers and friends . I will also offer fur-
ther examples of methods and practices to
overcome these behaviors, and why we would
want to.

End of Part l
1►

The italicized texts at the beginning of
each section are Individual paragraphs from
a 1979 essay by Howard J Ehrlich entifled
The logic ofalternative institutions.

originally published in a collection called
Reinventing Anarchy.

Bill is the staffperson at SPC.

whom we need to see and hear. The poverty
here is in many ways more desperate than that
in La Estancia . Unlike campesinos, many of

listen, they see that their words have far reach- the poor here have VCRs, color TVs andeven
mg value,

	

cars. But at best these are mixed blessings . .
But more importantly—at least for us- They constantly convey images of a "good

as Estancians tell us about their lives, their life" that is beyond reach.
losses, their faith, their concerns, their People who are poor here suffer from
struggles, their dreams, we have our blind malnutrition, shattered families, substance
eyes opened. Through our monthly letters and abuse, lack of self-respect, and social
our yearly visits there, some of our denial is anarginalization . And like the rural Salvador
pushed aside. We are forced to look at the ans during the civil war, our poor here am at
reality of most people in this world in contrast immense risk of violence, both official and
to our own privileged (but curiously deprived) unofficial,
lives.

	

As the people in La Estancia are becom- '
The sister community experience affects ing empowered to speak for themselves, we in

our lives in Syracuse. As the people of La Syracuse can more effectively address the
Estancia help open our eYes, we become more disempowertnent within ourselves and others
sensitive and more helpful to those in our own here at home.
community who arevoiceless . Most Syracuse ,

	

There's a growing link between thepeople
members of this sister community also are of Syracuse and the people of La Estancia : our
engaged in local social issues.

	

abilities and disabilities are complementary.
For here we also have voiceless ones We need each other.

Final Frontier cont'd from
page 16

Just as our television-saturated, mall-in-
fested culture can lead to physical =health, it
can also drown our abilities to think critically.
Everything looks the same. Everyone is ex-
posed to the same information and systems of
thought. Similarity beconiees synonymous with
safety and difference with subversion and
danger. It all can seem too big and toohopeless
to change. Discussing the sexism inherent in
Star Trek won't save the world, but if I can't
see ` the sexism in a Star Trek episode, will I
recognize it when my coworker is subtly mis-
treated?

Make a resolution . Promise yourself that
each day you'll critique one movie, advertise-
ment, work of architecture, piece of music,
video game, joke or conversation. It doesn't
have to take, long . Risk sharing your critique
witha friend, family member or coworker . Try
not to get defensive or feel stupid if the person
disagrees with you or tells you you're being
overly sensitive, that these things are just
words or just images and they don't matter. If
we all spend time sharpening our critical think-
ing skills, we'll be more able to interrupt daily
occurrences of injustice.

Karen Hal lives and writes in Syracuse,.
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Alotrtnathries cont'd from
pagee9

done trough Internal and external education,
through the maintenance of alternative forms
of organization (such as collectives and con-
sensus process), andby constantly working at
re-defining the purpose of the AI in the eon-
temporary political climate: Alternative meth-
ods can work when there is a willingness to
try, fail, and try again. And it is important to
keep in mind, that while some alternatives
remain untried, others, such as collective man-
agement, have been used successfully, de-

pending on how you define success . Models
for alternatives do exist, but they are models
which must be actively pursued and worked
at .

One successful example is the South End
PreSs collective .SouthEndPresshasremained
operative precisely because it recognizes and
works with its political identity. It boasts a
su, eessful collective management structure
with multi-cultural participation, a non-tradi-
tional pay-scale based on'need (not a Meru-

of seniority and power), and a history of
qulity and diverse printing. Furthermore, and
contrary to common market practice, South
End defines success not by profit, but by
fulfillment of its mandate to publish altema-
tiv literature. Therefore profit is secondary to
thepolitical nature of the organization . -The
urtess needs to make "only" enough pay the 'For Adoptlott Lovable, neurotic dog—12 Col-

lie, 1/2 Husky, male; 6 yyrrss old, all shots, neutered—
leash, collar; tarn s, toys included . On limited in-
come, cannot keep. Call 423-4783

Part Time Position available with Community
Choir, Coordinate volunteers, work with committees,
etc, 5 hrs/week, $140/month, must be Choir member
or willing to join. Send letter pf'mtentintent to PO Box 6831,
Syracuse, NY 13217



Beer' Street '
BOOKS & MUSIC

We Buy Used and Rare Books and Music
Dr. Howard S . Walsdorf
CHIROPRACTOR'

t►eahnentsfor:
Neck Sr Shoulder Pain

Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

• Efficient
• Experienced
• Professional

CIeah GitteP'S

& Dowllspot Fs

Cleaning • Repairs
Preventive Maintenance

Floe Read Beaks465 Westcott Street 445-9232 Hardback and Paperback
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours . Mask

For Appointment Call: Many thanks to Classical, Ethnic, Folk 7aa
Open Da* or by Appoints:ant(315) 422-2027 Clean Gutters & Downspouts

for cleaning, maintaining 1430 North Salina St, Syr., NY 13208Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies and repairing SPC's gutters (corner of Bear St. and North Salina St.)

(315) 471-2958

WALK THE TALK

NIMO RATES ARE ALWAYS INCREASING
AIR POLLUTION IS GETTING WORSE

WHAT CAN YOU 'DO?
INSTALL THE COPPER CRICKET
IT IS A SOLAR WATER HEATER THAT

WORKS WITH YOUR EXISTING WATER HEATER

CALL CLASSIC CARPENTRY 471-0324 J

SYRACUSE
Real Food Cooperative

Many organically grown and
p

	

cad foods:
• Nee.. <+nMr. Seeds • whole Onj, a.hrd Goods

. ..-Feedree

	

• . Freenwlgoasm
.:... Churns

	

• Chsmicr-F.eeMeel
..: +' NwM i Spew

	

• F,Uak Flsh ONI•wwl ThwsNy
And Much Mwo

618 Kensington Road
(off Westcott) 472-1385

Mon - Fri 9 - 8, Sat 8 - 6 Sun 10 - 6

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references
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Every Wed: Student Environ-
mental Milan Coalition meets
At SUNY ESF, Basement of
Moon Library. 6:OOpm.

Every Wed: Alliance member-
ship meeting. All welcome. At
ECOH. 2nd It., cmrs of Westcott
& Euclid. 2pm . 475-4120.

Every Thum: Lesbian & Gay
Youth Support group. for ages
14-21 meets at Women's Info
Ctr, 601 Alien St. Call for time
422-9741 .

Syracuse Hours barter potluck
at ECOH, cmrs of Weetcott &
Euclid St. Come find out what
It's all about . Unique batter
system using community
'money'. 6pm . Kids welcome.
471-6423.

5 Boys From Syracuse
meets at Trinity Episcopal
Church Parish House . 7pm.

"A Gathering for Celebration &
Healing" spons. by Religious
Coalition for Reproductive
Choice . In honor of 22 years of
Roe v. Wade. 2pm . May
Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee St.

1
2 Haiti Service followed by

reception & slides of
Nancy Gwin's 1/95 trip at
Plymouth Church, 232 E.
Onondaga 7pm.

Every Sunday : This Way Out,
Gay & Lesbian radio program on
WRVO FM 90.6:30-7pm.

Syr. Real Food Co-op
membership meeting at ECOH.
Dinner 5-6p . mtg 8-9pm . Receive
work credit. Childcare provided.

Every Sunday.
People's 60 Minutes.
Adeiphia Cable Ch . 3,
8pm. Produced by
Syracuse Peace
Council .

Every Mon : ACT-UP mtg . 601
Allen St . (Women's INFO
Center). 730pm . 425-0673.

Amnesty International Group
6373 mtg., Mundy Branch
Ubrary,1204 S . Geddes St.
7-9pm . Letter writing, updates
on eases. 668-7441 .

Central America Carribsan
Coalition potluck & mtg at
Plymouth Church, 232 E.
Onondaga St. 6pm.

Abolish the Blockade of
Cuba mtg . 7:30pm. Plymouth
Church, 232E Onondaga.

NOW CNY Chapter mtg at Ma-
rine Midland Bank, 360 S Warren
	 Syracuse. call 487-3188. 7pm .

NAACP general mtg. 7pm.
NAACP Office, 1125 S. Salina.
422-6933.

Witness for Peace fundralser
at Happy Endings dessert cafe.
Downtown Syracuse. Call
Nancy Gwin for info.

Every Thursday: "Evening
Arabesque" Arabic television w/
news & entenainment .5:30pm.
Adeiphia Cable Channel 7.

Syracuse Haiti Solidarity
mtg. 6 :30pm . Plymouth
Church, 232 E . Onondaga St.
downtown Syracuse .

"Responding to Chldren's
Unmet Needs: Children's
Rights Clinic" civic issues
forum. At Drumlins Country
Club, lam-gam.

Every 1st & 3rd Mon:
Syracuse Real Food Coop
Council meets. 5 :30pm.

Every Mon : 'At Home with a
Poet' storytelling, poetry, myths
Adolph! Cable Ch. 7. 10pm.

1942 - Norwegian teachers
began successful nonviolent
strike against Notification of
schools.

"Footsteps Into Change" -
one man's three year walk
across Africa; multi-media
presentation . Le Moyne
College, Grewen Aud. 7:30pm.
Free. 445-4115.

Every Mon : "Radiovision' on
Adelphia Cable Ch . 3 at 9pm..
Presented by Syracuse
Community Radio.

Peace Action program w/Dr.
lth Johnsrud addressing
elopments at the Dept . of

Energy involving nuclear waste,
eating, and disposal. 7 :30pm.

May Memorial, 3800 E Genesee.
for program topic : 478-7442 .

Every Friday : Lesbian Coming
Out Group. 7pm . Women's Info
Center, 601 Allen St .492-8035.

22
Peace Newsletter
Mailing Party at SPC,
924 Burnet Ave . 5-
7pm. Free Food! All
welcome .

1st & 3rd Thursdays: Gay &
Lesbian Alliance meets at
Trinity Parish House, 523 W
Onondaga. 7:30pm.

Every Tuesday : Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual Student Assoc. social.
830pm-mid. 750 Ostrom Ave.

Every Fri: Gay a Lesbian
Young Adult meeting for ages
21-25. At Women's Info Ctr, 601
Allen St. 422-9741 for time.

Every Sunday : Support group
for former and current mental
patients . Sport. by Alliance.
Plymouth Church. 3-Spm . Peggy
Anne 4754120.

Culture Feet variety show
spons. by Syr . Housing
Authority . Al Landmark Theatre.
TldtetsAnlo 475. 7980.

People for Animal Rights
public) outreach meetly.
Learn about PAR & its
activities . At Liverpool Public
Library, 310 Tulip St,
LNerpooL730-8:45pm. Call
488-9338 for more info.

Support & Sell-Education
Group for Parents & Friends
of Gay People meets at
Plymouth Church, 232 E.
Onondaga St. 7:30pm. 474-
4836.

Every Wed : Syracuse
Community Choir rehearsal . At
ECOH, corners of Wescott &
Euclid. New members welcome.
7 :15pm Call Karen 428-8724 for
Info.

Every Wed : Military &
Draft Counseling at the
Peace Council . Noon-
3pm, Cal Marge 472-
5478 .

More February Events:

Everson Museum Tour of the
Week (2pm):

2/5 : African American
Connections: African Art

2/19: Mid-east potluck &
discussion ; 430p/6pm . Cali

	

Feb 12: Peace Council
479-5393 for place.

	

BrunchlCom archon for
Syracuse Peace & Justice
activists. 'How We Treat Each
Other'. 11am-noon, munch;
noon-2, talk. $3-$5 sliding
scale .



LHow We Treat Each Other?
an SPC Brunch/Conversation for Syracuse Peace and Justice activists (and the interested)

Bulk permit for official use only.
Individual mailings
require postage.

PtML 5~a.z1fe14121r

SOMETIMES CONVERSATIONS HAPPEN which seem worth continuing and broadening.
that's what happened at the peace council office one day, when we were talking about some personal rifts which had developed in the

progressive community during various organizing activities.
we, in the progressive community, we, i, are often not kind to each other. our lack of generosity of spirit towards each other makes it difficult

to work together.
we may know each other for years from our work for justice.
then we make a mistake, an error, disagree, f_k up, whatever,
and that's all that is remembered of our work.
the years of good work that preceded or postcede is ignored.
,can we talk? not agree necessarily, but talk.
learn from the many movements we have stood in solidarity with.
learn from the many people we stand in solidarity with.
learn generosity with each other
hay que endurercerse pero sin perder la ternura, jamas . the guevara
(translation : we must stand firm, but without losing our tenderness, ever.)
elana levy

	

bill mazza

	

paul pearce

	

you

11 to noon, munchtime.
noon to 2, talktime

at the Syracuse Peace Council
$3-$5 sliding-scale (priceless)

Join Us!
Sunday, February 12
(We can include Lincoln, too)

Ssr1M 4'4L P4ta G~.w4IGa
924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478
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Educate, Agitate, organize
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