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SHE SYEAC2I$E PEACE eo(INCrL
Collectives, Committees & Projects

New people are always welcome to join any of these activites . Contact the
SPC office at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

The House : check calendar for meeting times
SPC Staff

	

• Bookkeeper

	

• SPC Press
Bill Mazza

	

Duane Hardy

	

Paul Pearce
The Front Room

	

• SPC Council : Marge Rusk,
Bookstore Committee

	

Celia Oyler, Janie Hoft, Beth
• Program Committee Mosley, Daniella Salzman,
• Political Action Committee Frederic Noyes
• Organizational Maintenance Committee

The Peace Newsletter
The PNL Committee meets the first three Thursdays of each

month at the Peace Council . Call for times.
Editorial Committee : Ed Kinane, Elana Levy, Bill Mazza,
Anna Snyder'
Production Committee : Joy Meeker, Karen Hall,
Joan Goldberg, Andy Molloy, Ruth Putter
Graphics : Anita Welych (on sabbatical)

SPC Projects
Syracuse Network for Israeli-

	

SPC-TV
Palestinian Peace

	

Paul Pearce,
Brent Bleier

	

479-5393

	

Frederic Noyes 472-5478
Plowshares Craftsfair

	

SPC Brunch Discussions
Margaret Williams

	

422-4201

	

472-5478
Coalitions

Fair Trial for Mumia Committee
Syracuse Balkan Resource Group

Volunteers
Marge Rusk, Duane Hardy, Susan Ashley, Chuck Durand, Pat

Hoffman, Carl Mellor, Kathleen Barry, Andy Molloy, Fredric
Noyes, Darlene Veverka, Rae Kramer, Lizz King, Ron
Schuffler, Ron Ehrenreich, Thano Paris, Carol Baum

statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (5PC), founded In 1936, is an

antiwar/social justice organization . It Is community-based, autono -
mous and funded by the contributions of Its supporters.

5PC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form Mll no longer exist . It
challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment . As
members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social Injustices cannot be understood In Isola-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
theireconomlc and mlittarietic roots. 5PCstresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear . We Initiate and support activities
that help build this sense ofcommunity and help tear down the walls
of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both we are committed to.nonviolent means ofconflict
resolution and toa process ofdecision-making that responds to the
needs of us all.

Alliances, Coalitions & Contacts "
Alliance-Psychiatric System
Survivors
George Ebert

	

475-4120
Alternative Media Network

Peace Brigades International
Ed Kinane
P .E.A .C .E., Inc.
Louis Clark

478-4571

470-3300
Jim Dessauer

	

425-8806 People Against the Death Penalty
AltemativeOrange 637-3344
Brian Ganter

	

423-4466 People for Animal Rights
Alternatives to Violence Project 488-PURR (7877)
Jay Liestee

	

449-0845 Persons With AIDS Support
Americans ForDemocratic Hotline
Action Jack McTiernan 488-6822 Sandra

	

471-5911
American Friends Service Physicians for Social
Committee

	

475-4822 Responsibility

	

488-2140
Amnesty International 422-3890 Planned Parenthood

	

475-5525
Animal Defense League Reconsider

471-0460 Nick or Alex Elye

	

422-6231
ARISE

	

472-3171 Religion : Other
Atlantic States Legal Foundation Phoenix or Kat

	

474-8801
475-1170 Rose Center

Beyond Boundaries Teri Cameron

	

422-3426
Aggie Lane

	

478-4571 Sarah House

	

475-1747
Central America/Caribbean Save the County

	

637-6066
Coalition Shirley Novak 446-6099 SEEDS

	

607/749-2818
Citizens Against Radioactive Seneca Peace Council 568-2344

Andy Mager

	

(607) 842-6858
CUSLAR
Dan Fireside

	

(607) 255-7293
ECOS 492-3478
EON, I nc./T ransgender
Community
Angela Brightfeather 475-5611
ECOH

	

Dave Smith 478-8634

Assoc. (SU) 443-3599
Haiti Solidarity
Ann Tiffany 478-4571
Hotel Employees 150 437-0373
Jail Ministry 424-1877
Lesbian/Gay Youth 443-3599
NAACP

472-5478
472-5478

K John & Sally Brule

	

445-0698 Syracuse Community Choir

Dumping

	

607/753-6271 Service Employees Int.!
CNY ACLU

	

471-2821 Chris Binaxis

	

424-1750
CNY Center for Occupational

	

Sierra Club
Health and Safety

	

471-6187 Sue Carlson

	

445-1663
CNY Environment

	

Small Claims Court Action
JanineDeBaise

	

437-6481 Center

	

443-1401
CNY N .O.W .

	

487-3188 Social WbrktertforPeace
Cortland Citzens for Peace

	

Dick Mundy

	

445-0797
Socialist Party
Ron Ehrenreich

	

478-0793
Spanish Action League
Sam Velasquez

	

471-3762
Student African-Amer . Society

443-4633
Student Environmental Action
Coalition

Fair Trial for Mumia Comm .

	

Richard Boylan

	

426-9823
472-5478 Syracuse Commttee for the

Food Bank of CNY

	

437-1899 Assertion of Human Rights
Friends of the Fillipino People

	

Mumbi Mugo

	

445-0413

Gay/Lesbian Alliance 422-5732 Karen Mihalyi

	

428-8724
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Student

	

Syracuse Corn muniity Radio
Frederic Noyes 474-9507,478-5215
Syracuse Cooperative Federal
Credit Union

	

471-1116
Syracuse Cultural Workers
Dik Cool

	

474-1132
Syracuse Gay & Lesbian Chorus

476-4329
Van Robinson

	

422-6933 Syracuse Greens

	

471-1611
Natural Organic Farmers Assoc. Syracuse HOURS

	

471-6423
Ammie Chickering

	

365-2299 Syracuse N .O.W .

	

472-3294
New Environ.Assoc. 446-8009 Syr. Real Food Coop 472-1385
NYPIRG

	

476-8381 Syracuse Solidarity 423-9736
Onon. Audobon

	

457-7731 Syracuse United Neighbors
Onondaga Women's Political

	

Rich Puchalski

	

476-7475
Caucus

	

S .U . for Animal Rights 443-4199
Lora Lee Buchta

	

457-4739 University Democrats
Open Hand Theatre

	

Syracuse University

	

443-0958
Geoff Navias

	

476-0466 Urban League
Oswego Valley Peace & Justice Don Bardo

	

472-6955
Council

	

Veterans For Peace
Barbara Stein kra us

	

342-1675 Ray Stewart

	

422-5023
Pax Christi

	

Women's Center (SU) 443-4268
Frank Woolever

	

446-1693 Women's Health Outreach
Peace Action of CNY

	

425-3653
Diane Swords

	

478-7442 Women's INFO Center 478-4636
J\(lf you do not see your group listed, please call & we will add it to the list.

	Syracuse Peace Council924 Burnet Ave . Syracuse, N .Y. 13203 (315) 472-5478



PEACE NEWSLETTER
In This Issue:

Opening with a report on the 4th UN
World Conference on Women from an at-
tendee and PNL editor (that classic combina-
tion), a report on the response to French
Testing in the South Pacific, a report on the
recent Christian Coalition conference in down-
town Syracuse (meeting up with the Ladies
Against Women), a discussion on fundamen-
talists and how or why the think as they do,
poetry, a journal of stuff on the situation in the
former Yugoslavia, something on the 1996
WRL Peace Calendar, something on Toolkit
2000, community groups, groups, groups and
letters to the editors . Wheeeeeee!

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1936, is the oldest community-based
peace and justice organization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve some basic func-
tions as the internal organ of SPC and as a forum for
articles which discuss issues of concern to the
peace movement . The opinions expressed in the
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself . While we are not able to print every possible
viewpoint, we do welcome letter and article sub-
missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

The PNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates . Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give cred-
its . For-profit groups, please inquire.

The PNL is available on microfilm from
University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd ., Ann
Arbor, MI 48106.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S .,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15. The PNL is free to prisoners
and low-income people . Your organization, co-op,
etc. can receive 5-25 PN Ls each month . Our circu-
lation is 4500.

Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs . We al-
ways need your support . Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.

PNL Distributors
Liz King, Joy Meeker, Darlene Veverka,

Pat Hoffman, Elinor Cramer, Chuck Durand,
Rich Zalewski, Fredric Noyes, Duane Hardy,
Millie Webb, Deb Douthit

Mailing Party Helpers
Yep . We had 'em . And, boy-howdy,

were they cool . If I listed them all here you'ld be
so impresseda with how cool each and every one
of them was, you might even not notice that I
lost the list of their names .

December Issue Deadlines
Articles Nov 9
Ads Nov 9
Calendar Items Nov 16

November 1995
PNL 637
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About the cover : Fundamental Difference photo by Ruth Putter, design by
Bill Mazza

The Christian Coalition gathered in Syracuse and I missed them . But luckily
for me and others like me, the demonstration continues to live on in the lovely series

of photographs by Ruth Putter which grace many pages of this newsletter. We also
hope to have ready a series of commemorative plates and small porcelain collectors

dolls available for many small payments over a long period of time . Carefully check

issues of Parade Magazine and the TV Guide for details on how you can eat off Ralph
Reed's face while entertaining a full service of eight to 12 . A true family value.

— Bill Mazza

Photo by Ruth Putter, 1995.



Front Room for the Holidays
The holiday shopping season is upon us

and a few volunteers have been gathering to
prepare the Front Room. The first commit-
ment we have made is to see that the store is
open every Wednesday from 12 noon until
9PM, and every Saturday from 12 noon to
3PM, from now until December 23 . We real-
ize the Front Room's schedule needs to be
dependable so shoppers and potential activists
know when they can buy the perfect gift for all
the activists on their list . So stop in and see us
any Wednesday between noon and 9 or

Saturday between noon and 3.

The next order of business is to stock the
shelves with the latest titles of interest . Stop in
and see what's new or place a special order if
you don't see what you're looking for. We are
attempting to stock the music section with
discs from area musicians . New t-shirts and
gift items are arriving daily.

We invite anyone interested in volunteer-
ing at the bookstore to give us a call. We need
people to staff tables and sell books at special
events, to join us at ordering meetings, to help
us increase the store's hours by volunteering
for a work shift, to help pack and unpack our
upcoming Plowshares exhibit and staff the
tables ar Plowshares. Most importantly we're
looking for someone to coordinate volunteers
in the store.

Why put volunteer effort into selling more
stuff to shoppers? The Front Room Bookstore
grew out of an SPC literature committee in the
'70s. These folks were committed to bringing
hard to find literature and information to our
community as a vital part of our commitment
to agitate, educate and organize. Today's vol-
unteers carry on that vision.

The Front Room also supports the Peace
Council fmancially . This season the Front
Room will be the primary local distributor of
the Syracuse Cultural Workers Peace Calen-
dar . Through generous cooperation with the
Cultural Workers, everyone who buys their
1996 Peace Calendar from the Front Room
will also be making a substantial contribution
to the Peace Council.

Come see what's going on and what's
new at SPC and the Front Room. Volunteer for
a work shift or do your shopping in the pleas-
ant absence of musak, crowds and tinsel.
Program Committee

There will be a planning meeting for the
SPC 60th Anniversary Dinner, Spring 1996
on Monday, November 13 at SPC, at 7 PM .

We want you,
We need you!

To volunteer your time (for a small stipend of food!) to perform at the
25th Annual Plowshares Craffsfair

An event for the Syracuse Peace Council

Dec 2 & 3 at the Southwest Community Center
(see page 8, this PlYL)

We are looking for roving musicians, spirited dancers, silly jtWers,
and just lain fun folks to entertain the happy and peaceful attendees at
this

	

cal winter peace festival . If you or your friends and family would
or coul participate, please call Barbara at 475-8734 or SPC at 475-5478.

And thanks, thanks, thanks to Brian, Jolee ,
Kathleen, Community Radio and the Social

Movements Initiative, and all of the fantastic
volunteers who worked together to create a
fabulous event and a successful fund-raiser!

See the back cover for details on the
upcomming "King Missile / Meow" concert,
easily the hippest event since Bread & Puppet!
Fair Trial for Mumia Committee

On November 6 there will be a demon-
stration for Black Solidarity Day and National
Day of Action for Mumia Abu-Jamal . Call
SPC to connect with people traveling to Philly
for the rally beginning at 10 AM at Progress
Plaza, Oxford and Broad to City Hall, or to
help organize events in Syracuse.

Get involved and help make this day
bigger than the August 12 Rally!

—Karen Hall, Barb Floch & Bill Mazza

Qectte Ner~seet~it.
Please, I want the newsletter sent to my home:

Name :
Address :
City :

Phone (_

$YA?LI$E PEACE COUNCIL PAGE
Musicians - Juggglers Dancers

- Performers:

Everyone interested in working on the anni-
versary is welcome to attend!

On Friday, October 20, Bread & Puppet
performed "Enough is Enough: Mr. Budhoo's
Letter of Resignation from the IMF" to hun-
dreds of people at the Women's Building on
the SU campus.

In perfect Bread & Puppet form, they
rolled into town and with barely one evening's
rehearsal, had over 20 volunteers prepared to
wow the audiences of the two shows the
following day . According to Linda Elbow
form Bread & Puppet, Syracuse provided
wonderful volunteers and hospitality—most
impressive, in fact.

People are already discussing where and
how to bring them back to Syracuse. It was
great to bring them back after far too many
years without them gracing our city.

Enclosed $12 for one Year
	 $ additional donation
Please contact me
out getting involved!
New subscription

L' Renewal

State	

)

_ Mail to _ !

924 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203-3291 !~i11~

J'

zip	

	

i
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Stories of Hairou and Beijing
The Fourth UN World Conference on Women
Anna Snyder

HT IS SUMMER I attended the 4th UN
World Conference on Women in Beijing,

China . The World Conference was one in a
series of governmental conferences that be-
gan in 1975 in Mexico City during the Interna-
tional Year of the Woman . Each of the World
Conferences is paralleled by a Forum of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) seeking
to influence global policy on women. The
World Conferences are set up to review the
effectiveness of past policies and work on a
new document to guide policies for the next
decade.

This article tells about some of my expe-
riences . It is difficult to report on a conference
with 40,000 participants : there was so much
going on that its hard to give an overview . I
took a special route to China on a "peace train"
which started in Helsinki, Finland and ended
in Beijing, but that's a whole story on its own.
It will be coming in a future PNL.

When I left for China, things did not look
good. The NGO Forum, the "alternative" con-
ference, had been moved outside the city away
from the government conference in Beijing.
Political tension, linked to Harry Wu's arrest,
was high between China and the US . There
were so many obstacles to getting visas that it
appeared China didn't want this conference
they were saddled with . To top it off, Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch were
putting out information on precautions to take
while in Beijing.

Although I was aware that I was only
getting partial information, I had little to counter
it with . At the time, few people were empha-
sizing the gracious hospitality of the Chinese
people which I did in fact encounter . It was
only on my return when my experience was so
different from the "fiasco" described by the
media that I began to see how the media had
unfairly painted a picture of a hostile China.

Despite all the obstacles, I arrived in
Beijing on August 29, a day before the Forum's
opening ceremony . It was spectacular . There
were speeches, dancers, singers, theater and
the Beijing Opera . Someone beside me com-

mented that the Chinese wanted to prove that
they could have hosted an international event
like the Olympics . What a show!

In some ways this was the most impres-
sive Fourm event for me because it was the
only time that the 40,000 participants met in
one place at the same time . There were no
facilities large enough to hold 40,000 women
at Hairou, outside of Beijing the site of the
NGO Forum. Watching thousands of women
from around the world gather in such varried
dress and in so many colors, sizes and lan-
guages, and hearing speeches about the power
of women and women's movements, was a
powerful experience.

Having looked at the rather thick pro-
gram booklet that first night, I decided that I
would go to the plenary speeches the next
morning . Making decisions about which events
to attend was a difficult task at the Forum.
Over 100 workshops were offered every couple
hours ; altogether 5,000 workshops took place.
Plus, the line-up of plenary speeches looked
outstanding . Powerful women's movement
leaders Winona LaDuke and Charlotte Bunch
were two of the speakers the first day.

My first impression of the Forum was
that it was a big festival, like Woodstock.
There were huge helium balloons, bazaars,
tents, booths, food, theater, cultural events
and lots and lots of women. Then I entered the
buildings where the workshops were held and

A Tibetan woman protesting human rights violations
in China at the NGO forum . Photo from Paris Match .

I saw the intense conversations and network-
ing that was taking place . It was inspiring to
think that those thousands of workshops were
led and attended by women who were working
around the globe to improve the status of
women.

Large tents were set up for networking
and organizing around identities, issues and
regions in addition to the hotels and schools
turned into workshop sites . The designation of
these tents was highly political . At one point,
a strong coalition of African American and
African European women took over a tent
because they did not have space (or voice?) of
their own. With such huge numbers and innu-
merable issues, some women felt it was im-
possible to focus on any one issue . It seemed
important that this Fourm illustrate to govern-
ments that every issue is a women's issue.

The variety of people and issues was a
challenge as well as a strength . Some of us
were "enemies," so to speak. Trying to take a
stand on issues while making sure that all of
the women present had a voice—as the mis-
sion statement of the Forum mandates—was
quite a challenge not only for the conference
organizers but for every participant . What do
you do when you come face to face with your
"enemy" at a women's Fourm where we are all
"sisters?" And if you have the power to facili-
tate/allow her to speak, what do you do with
that power? Some of the Iraqi, Iranian and
exiled Tibetan women protesting human rights
violations were harassed, followed and photo-
graphed by their compatriots—their "sisters ."
On more than one occasion I had to remind
myself that this conference was supposed to
be about improving the status of all women,
not just those one agrees with.

After a day or so when some women had
pushed the limits of the Chinese police, it
became clear that demonstrations on the Fo-
rum site would not be interfered with. Demon-
strations then began to abound, becoming part
of the daily scene . I was told that women
protesting multi-national corporations had
stormed the McDonald's stand, turned Ronald
McDonald upside down, and poured ketchup
and relish on his plastic butt . The demos were
a way of drawing attention to an issue in a
setting where no centralized meetings were
possible.

McDonald'd Last Stand cont'd on
next page
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McDonald's Last Stand
cont'd from page 5

I was part of a demonstration the day that
Hillary Clinton came to speak. I missed
Hillary's speech but I saw some fascinating
political dynamics that were not to be missed.
I had decided the day before that I would
demonstrate against French nuclear testing
with women from NGOs in the Pacific Is-
lands. (The explosion
took place at 5 :30 that
morning) . But nobody
seemed to know where
the demonstration was
scheduled to begin. Af-
ter wandering around for
a while, I decided to
check out the front of the
conference center where
Hillary was speaking.
Her speech was planned
for an outdoor theater,
but it was pouring rain so
the speech had been
moved to the inside with
limited seating . The building had long since
been packed ; outside was a line of shivering,
soaked, Chinese security with their arms locked
to keep more women from pushing in . A
recorded disclaimer started up over the loud-
speaker : "We are sorry that there is not enough
room for everyone to hear Hillary Clinton
speak but it was the fault of the New York
NGO Forum Planning Committee, not the
fault of the Chinese Organizing Committee
(COC) which had planned for Hillary to speak
outside where there was plenty of space."
Hmmm—the most public manifestation of
tension between the New York Committee
and the COC I had observed.

Finally, I found the French Testing demo
behind the building—where Hillary would be
exiting and presumably accompanied by Ma-
dame Chirac, the wife for the French Presi-
dent . Beside us, in full force with red banners
waving, were women protesting US imperial-
ism. We yelled "Stop French Testing!" until
Hillary's black limo slid between us, followed
by cries of "Fascist! ." I don't suppose any
newspapers picked up that story?

Meanwhile, the UN government confer-
ence had begun in Beijing . It seemed clear to
me that the agendas for the conference docu-
ment had already been determined at the pre-
paratory conferences so NGOs would have
little to add. It was only possible to lobby on
sentences in brackets, which were the issues
still under consideration. Additions were out

of the question . Plus, most of the sessions
where the brackets were being negotiated by
government delegates were closed to NGOs.

Still, there was much intense activity
among NGO women. These women were in-
tent on using UN conferences and documents
for global change . Having been to four prepa-
ratory conferences for the Beijing conference,
I saw many familiar faces and I knew that
some of them had been involved since the first

UN women's confer-
ence in Mexico City.
One woman com-
mented that it was like
old home week, see-
ing all the buddies she
hadn't seen in a long
time . I also saw a lot
of new faces, many of
them new to the UN
process and trying to
get their foot in the
door . But the num-
bers were much
smaller at this gov-
ernment conference

and the atmosphere was very different—the
party, the celebration of women, was pretty
much over.

A briefing for NGOs, by NGOs, took
place every morning in an attempt to share
information, coordinate lobbying efforts and
maximize effectiveness. Trying to keep track
of so many issues that were referred to by a
paragraph number in a conference document
was overwhelming . I pretty much focused on
peace issues as defined by the Forum peace
caucus so as not to get completely lost.

By the time it was over, people seemed to
have very different feelings about the success
of the Forum depending on where they were
from, what issue they had chosen to follow or
the goals of their NGOs . For instance women. . . . . .. . . . . . ..
working on indigenous rights were discour-
aged by the last minute failure of a proposal to
give them control over, among other things,
genetic research . Some women working on
peace issues were so discouraged by the lack
of attention to peace issues that they sent out
a press release stating that "the peace train had
arrived in Beijing at the wrong platform" (re-
ferring to the government conference docu-
ment, "The Platform for Action .") Some
women caucusing on issues of racism were
disgusted that racism was mentioned only
three times in the entire document.

On the other hand, the women working
on wages for women's unpaid labor felt they
had made progress in terms of the document

and were triumphant . Other women were en-
couraged by the language in the document
protecting women's sexual rights, although it
didn't refer to sexual rights directly . Also,
many women focusing on human rights issues
felt that there were strides forward in acknowl-
edging that women's rights were human rights.
Still others felt that no matter what the out-
come of the document, it was a historic gather-
ing of women bringing global attention to
women's issues, and that was enough to call it
a success.

Since my return to Syracuse, I've found
myself in an awkward position. The media
appears to have focused on Hillary's atten-
dance at the conference or on bashing China . I
have felt particularly uncomfortable because I
do not want to help create a political enemy for
the US, but I also do not want to gloss over
China's attempts to control and contain the
NGO Forum in particular. (Although, having
attended four UN preparatory conferences in
three countries, I have not noticed that at-
tempts to control women NGOs are unique to
China, nor is the lack of resources offered or
second class status .) The US press was also no
help in understanding China's historical mis-
trust of foreign intervention or its perception of
the UN as an arm of Western imperialism.

The media's portrayal of China as the
censor seems particularly hypocritical . One
cartoon I've seen shows a Chinese man wel-
coining women to the conference and placing
narnetags over their mouths . As far as I am
concerned, the US media silenced the women
by inadequatly covering the issues and mis-
representing the US role. Granted, I have not
had time to do a thorough study but I have yet
to find artielss mentioning that the themes of
the conference were equality, development,
andpeace. No have I seen any mention of how
the US plays a central role in blocking the
"progress" of women because of its control of
international monetary funds and the provid-
ing of arms for many political conflicts around
the world.

Anna is an activist and graduate
student in Social Science at Syracuse
University studying international women's
movements.

Anna Snyder will be
presenting on the 4th UN
World Conference on Women
on Wed. Nov. 8 at 12 noon in
Room 402 in Maxwell on the
SU campus.
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A.T.O.M.
Atomic Testing on Moruroa

Rev. Bill Coop

!inscott \II 'rhinos France
~n Organiied Response to Resumption of \uclel eatiii

Dianne Swords

P EACE ACTION of Central New York asks you to forgo your French , u
wine, Dannon Yogurt, Evian and Volvic water, and Bic Pens .

	

You have heard

France conducted its second nuclear weapon test in a month on Oct . 1, 1995.
The third of the planned series of eight tests may occur any day . The tests are
clearly to develop new nuclear weapons, in spite of claims they're for "safety ."

In solidarity with the people of the South Pacific, and in rejection of France's
blatant disregard for the world community, a large international boycott effort is
underway.

Please join in boycotting the above French products . Be sure to let the
companies and President Chirac know you are boycotting. Write him care of:

Embassy of France, 4101 Reservoir Rd . NW, Washington, DC 20007
or call him on November 3, when he will be in Washington, at (202)944-6000 ; or
fax (202)387-2666.

Beaujolais Nouveau wine, whose grapes are being harvested now and which
traditionally goes on sale November 16, has already suffered cancellations for
44,000 cases, worth $220,000 . Wine industry leaders are talking of asking the
state to compensate wine-makers for losses suffered as a result of nuclear tests.

So far, Chirac is responding to overwhelming international pressure by
considering reducing the number of tests to six . We must let him know that is
inadequate.

Meanwhile, we should also express outrage to President Clinton for assisting
the tests on the one hand, while protesting them on the other. He has allowed
overflight of French planes carrying plutonium—normally illegal—on their way to
the South Pacific . Call Clinton at (202) 456-1111.

To join our campaign to end nuclear tests and abolish nuclear weapons, call
Peace Action CNY at 478-7442.

Dianne is the Syracuse-based director of PeaceAction of Central New York.
(editor's note : On October 20 the US and Britain joined France in announcing a

treaty banning blasts in the South Pacific—but only after France finishes testing
there next year. This hypocrisy of this deal—so contrary to the health and safety of
the region—is shameful .)
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W HEN ASKED TO WRITE about the
French testing in the South Pacific, I

went to my files from the time I was in the
South Pacific—from 1972-1977 . There I found
all of the papers from those years of initial
protest when I was living in Fiji, The New
Hebrides and Papua New Guinea . During those
years I was thoroughly involved in the issues
of a Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific. I
was a missionary to the Presbyterian Church
of the New Hebrides and then a staff member
of the Pacific Conference of Churches.

The Pacific island nations have voiced a
resounding NO! to nuclear testing at Moruroa,
a French Polynesian island 700 miles from
Tahiti. The first conference in 1972 in Fiji
(appropriately named ATOM) declared in no
uncertain terms that Pacific islanders were
against testing on Moruroa. In the ensuing
years the Pacific Conference of Churches
emphatically affirmed the ATOM agenda and
supported the developing Nuclear Free Pa-
cific agenda. In 1975 the text for a Nuclear
Free Pacific was developed and forwarded to
the United Nations where it has languished
ever since. It has languished because France
and the US have blocked its introduction to the
UN's yearly agenda.

When we consider the issue of French
testing in the South Pacific, we have to see it
in the context of colonialism and nuclear de-
velopment after 1945 . In 1977 at a conference
called Pacifique '77, the following state-
ment was put forward:

One of the most hated and feared
elements the colonial powers intro-
duced into the Pacific is that of nuclear
weapons and their support, control
and delivery sys-
tems, including the
mining of uranium in
Australia. Few of our
Pacific peoples know
or understand the so-
phistication, the ex-
tent and the location
of these systems in
the Pacific, and the
consequences of
their presence in our
ocean .

Our Pacific brothers and sisters raise these
names for us : Bikini, Eniwetok, Rongelap,
Utirik, Fangataufa and Moruroa. These are the
islands that have been contaminated by the
colonial practice of testing in someone else's
"backyard ." The first four are in the

Micronesian islands euphemisti-
cally called United States Trust Ter-
ritories. In the '50s the US tested
nuclear weapons until we found that
we had contaminated these islands
and their people to the point of ge-
netic disaster. In 1954 after the test-

ing of a hydrogen bomb at Bi-
kini went awry, we
stopped. It was too late
for those who were
contaminated. The
people of Micronesia
still face the conse-
quences of fallout.

Then in the late
'70s and '80s Japan

continuously pressured the Pacific island na-
tions to accept the dumping of nuclear waste in
the vast `wasteland' of the Pacific. With US
support Japan sought a way to dispose of its
increasing nuclear waste that cannot be safely
stored.

It was into this caldron of nuclear disaster
and nuclear waste that France entered in the
late '60s. France had been doing its nuclear
testing in the subSahara until the Algerian
revolution, and they needed a place to con-
tinue . Like the US, France focused on its
colonial territories that were "out of sight, out
of mind." France also used the concept of
underground testing, burrowing under the coral
atoll of Moruroa to continue testing.

The leaks resulting from testing in this
design have been referred to as `venting .'
Throughout the '60s and '70s the venting of
radiation from the Nevada test sight was well
documented . Why France moved into the Pa-
cific and the same disaster as the US is still a

Nuclear Traces cont'd on page 21
THINKING IN FRENCH
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25 Years of Plowshares
Peace Council Craftsfair Celebrates 25 Years
Andy Molloy

L ONGEVITY is part of the Peace Council's
legacy . Next year SPC will celebrate its

60th continuous year of operation . This De-
cember we are fortunate to celebrate 25 years
of the Plowshares Craftsfair.

The craftsfair serves as a fund-raiser for
SPC, a venue for handmade crafts, a place to
see friends, and a way to put some of our
beliefs of social justice into action. The very
name `Plowshares,' reflects the anti-war work
the Peace Council has developed as is priority.
The biblical reference, "and they shall beat
swords into Plowshares, and learn war no
more" is an urging many of us can agree with
out of that large tome . The name introduces
our politics as a part of the event.

From its conception this craftshow was to
be no ordinary event . It began in 1970 as a way
to bring together people trying to be support-
ive of crafts, those creations of our hands, not
of production lines and factories . It was part of
an alternative economic system many people
were trying to develop, one not part of the war
machine that was unleashed on Viet Nam . It
was a winter festival where you could have
your face painted, or be serenaded by a wan-
dering guitar player. It was a place that encour-

vine wreaths, leather goods, hand-dyed rugs,
Ukrainian eggs, bowls, goblets, scarves, hats,
dolls, nature crafts, floral arrangements, cloth-
ing and marionettes.

This year's truly tasty food includes lasa-
gna, black bean soup, pizza and desserts by
Nick and Beth. Our musical entertainment
should include several children's dance troupes,
carollers, guitar players and a fiddle or two.
And, you can drop your youngster off at
childcare . Education will be provided by the
many community groups present including
the Central America / Caribbean Coalition
and Fightback of CNY.

Also, a very special event will be cel-
ebrated at the craftsfair . Beth Sturley, maker
of beautifulsatehers, eelebrates her 25th
year at Plowshares+ Yes, she has been at every

show, Secondl year Chris Spies-Rusk
will sell his p i t g e hs ata table right next to
his mother, M ge : usk Marge has been at

owshares for IZ ears and many people
reber Chirtsasatinyperson from many
years ago. We are happy to celebrate a new

eneratton or craft
Please join us for this year's show . Volun-

teers are needed for various taks—call SPC
for information.

This is Andy's seventh year on the
Craftsfair committee.

This Year's Show
The selection of crafts are varied and

eclectic . The many items include : jewelry
(copper, gemstones, bone, bead, brass, silver,
wood, clay), photographs, handpainted T-
shirts, holiday ornaments, incense, oils,
sweetgrass baskets, stoneware pottery, grape-

aged children to participate (for many years
there has been a children's crafts table) . I've
purchased many a potato-stamped holiday card
from little wandering merchants.

Plowshares began in Plymouth Congre-
gational Church, once a stop on the Under-
ground Railroad . The craftshow swept in and
enveloped the place. Every room and twisty,
narrow corridor was packed with tables and
artisans . You could be assured that if you
didn't pick up that handmade tin-whistle this
season, you could do so : next year.

After 20 years at Plymouth the committee
decided to try anew location :W We warned a site
that was wheelchair accessibe We also saw
the move to this mainly African American part
of town as a way to putour politics a front . It
can be a step towards diversifing our mainly
white constituency, and the site was well-
suited for a craftshow of our size. Thus began
its next phase. This year makes the fifth at the
Southwest Community Center.

I /VP

1 :
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Fighting "Faith and Freedom"
The NYS Christian Coalition is Met with Resistance in Syracuse
Bonnie Strunk

O N OCTOBER 6 and 7, members of the
local community were involved in two

actions to protest the conference "Faith and
Freedom" sponsored by the New York State
chapter of the Christian Coalition.

On Friday the 6th, led by members of the
local clergy, people joined in a silent vigil to
protest a speech by Attorney General Dennis
Vacco, who appeared before the Coalition to
thank them for their help in electing him to
office . The vigil was designed to protest the
death of democracy if the Christian Coalition
is able to tear down the wall separating church
and state. Clergy also emphasized that the
Christian Coalition does not represent the
views of most members of the Christian com-
munity.

On Saturday the 7th, people joined to-
gether to celebrate non-traditional families
and to call attention to the anti-family rhetoric
of the Christian Coalition . They were enter-
tained by Ladies Against Women, who sang
and served refreshments

Other organizers included members of
the Gay and Lesbian Alliance of Syracuse, the
Stonewall Committee, the Syracuse Cultural
Workers and the Syracuse Peace Council,
among others . People marched to "We are

family," and listened to several speakers who
addressed the need to. expose the political
agenda of the Christian Coalition .

	

A
Bonnie is a local organizer and part of

the coalition which formed to meet the coaltion.

What You Can Do:
Get Involved Get Educated

LOCALLY
THE STONEWALL COMMITTEE
246 E . Water St, Syracuse, NY 13202.

THE SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse NY 13203 .

NATIONALLY
INSTITUTE FOR FIRST AMENDMENT

STUDIES
Freedom Writer, PO Box 589, Great Barrington, MA 01230.

KLANWATCH PROJECT
Southern Poverty Law Center, PO Box 548, Montgomery,

AL 36195.
LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

666 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.
NATIONAL COALITION AGAINST

CENSORSHIP
275 7th Ave, New York, NY 10001.

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
1201 16th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036

NATIONAL GAY & LESBIAN TASK FORCE
NGLTF Policy Institute, 1734 14th St, Washington, DC

20009.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE AGAINST PREJUDICE

& VIOLENCE
31 Greene St, Baltimore, MD 21201.

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN
1000 16th St. NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20036.

NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE
1111 14th St. NW, 6th floor, Washington, DC 20036.

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY
2000 M St . NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20036
PLANNED PARENTHOOD FEDERATION

National Office, 810 7th Ave, 14th floor, New York, NY
10019.

TEACHING TOLERANCE
400 Washington Ave, Montgomery, AL 36104.

List compiled by Amy E . Bartell and Michelle
Brisson for a pamphlet called"The Radical Right"

which was distributed during the "Faith &
Freedom" conference.The Ladies Against Women welcome the Christian Coalition, October 6, 1995 Photo by Ruth Putter

Demonstrators outside the OnCenter on Saturday, October 6, 1995.
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Thinking "Fundamentally" Different
When Epistemologies Collide

WHILE MANY OF YOU were disrupt-
ing the Christian Coalition with savvy

and playful resistance (see page 9 of this
PNL), I was doing my own resistance work
visiting my family . I couldn't stay out of a
conversation my uncle was having with my
grandmother when I heard him declare that if
we don't manage forests, they stop producing
oxygen—in fact many old growth forests which
activists fight to protect are no longer produc-
ing oxygen; thus they are bad for the environ-
ment . From here the conversation somehow
turned to nuclear power. My uncle stated that
nuclear power was our best, most efficient
energy source and that soon the US would rely
on nuclear power just as most of Europe does
already. I offered that if he believed this, he
could store the nuclear waste in his backyard.
My grandmother countered my argument by
saying if nuclear waste was so harmful, why
are European athletes so good?

A bit of context will make some of this
reasoning seem less ludicrous . Most of my
immediate family members are staunch Re-
publicans, my grandmother, who is 90 years
old and feisty, listens to Rush Limbaugh, and
my uncle's business relies on the wood indus-
try and imports hardwoods from South
America.

I actually learned a great deal from this
discussion. I learned that nol matter how even-
tempered and rational I remained, neither my
uncle nor my grandmother was going to listen

to what I said that night. I also learned that we
operate from what academics would refer to as
"different epistemological systems ." I under-
stand epistemology as referring to what we
recognize as knowledge and those systems we
use to organize knowledge . If epistemology
feels like a cumbersome term to you, think
instead of "frameworks of knowledge ." What
is important here is that different epistemolo-
gies lead us to use dramatically different sys-
tems of logic and argument.

As I drove home from this visit, I began to
outline this article in my head. I was tempted
to write about my family's naive disregard for
rational logic, but luckily I returned to some
reading Ihad done on contemporary US Chris-
tian fundamentalism, instead.

In his introduction toStudies inReligious
Fundamentalism (Albany: State U of New
York P, 1987), Lionel Caplan explains that
because fundamentalists refuse to accept many
current cultural assertions, fundamentalism is
often characterized as the antithesis of science
and reason. Such a characterization is counter
productive, however, because it indirectly as-
serts that there is a science and reason we can
rely on. Caplan argues that it is more helpful to
acknowledge fundamentalism's systematic
analysis which formulates others as inferior,
superstitious or otherwise deviant if they oper-
ate with a different mode of thought than the
fundamentalists themselves. Caplan and I are
both emphasizing that it is important to con-
centrate on ways of knowing and thinking
when interacting with fundamentalists and
fundamentalist positions.

Just who am I referring to when I use the
term fundamentalist? Caplan describes the
predominant fundamentalism of the Protes-

tant West as a self-
conscious movement
to proclaim and de-
fend the `essentials'
of the faith, in reac-
tion to what were re-
garded as the com-
promising tenden -
cies of modernist the-
ologies . Fundamen-
talists are not fossil-
ized relics but are in-
dividuals and insti-
tutions responding to
their changing social

and cultural surroundings . We can understand
the fundamentalist position as the last part of
a three phase process.

In the first phase, social and cultural
change disturbs the balance of power and acts
to reject the existing authority structures . The
old institutions, authorities and power struc-
tures adapt, and a liberal position emerges,
marking the second phase. This phase is lib-
eral because it is an adaptation of the old, not
a radical new formulation. The third phase is
reactionary : those who reject the liberal posi-
tion and seek to reestablish traditional
ultimacies create a fundamentalist position.

Although its tempting to see fundamen-
talist thought as illogical, their epistemology
is ordered and systematic and, therefore, logi-
cal . Fundamentalists assert and legitimate their
positions and ways of thinking by referencing
a body of sacred writings . They represent
these texts as timeless—out of time —and.so
valid for all time. Fundamentalism views truth
as unchanging, substantive and as such, ulti-
mately knowable as an object in the external
world. Knowledge is attainable through an
archeological expedition into sacred texts . With
an appropriate guide, fundamentalists can dig
for and possess Truth, Knowledge, Faith, His-
tory, etc.

If we attempt to put examples to Caplan's
three phase description of fundamentalism's
roots, we would see the decades following
WWII as a period of disruptions to the power
balances and dominant epistemological sys-
tems in US society . Out of these disruptions a
liberal position developed—a position occu-
pied by people like Bill Clinton who has
rejected the policies, values and actions of his
predecessors in some ways, but who for the
most part is a bland adaptation of the leaders
who came before him. The fundamentalist
position has been building in response to lib-
eral positions.

My uncle tried to discredit the left by
accusing us of being extremist, insane and
maniacally single-minded. It seems tome that
my uncle is projecting his own knowledge
system's greatest weaknesses onto the left.
My understanding of leftist knowledge sys-
tems is that they are dialectical; meaning they
are created out of internal contradiction and
tension. Without the constant tension between
positions, knowledge collapses into some-

Victoria Lammers

Aunt Middle Pet Silting
1st Rate Care For Your Pete
For More Uformation Call

488-6469 or 433-9714 (Beeper #)
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contrasts with the doubts, hesitations and theo-
rizing of the [post]modemists . This convic-
tion in the incontestability of their claims
allows fundamentalists to deny others the va-
lidity of their own beliefs ." It is the responsi-
bility of the radical left to continue to compli-

cate such knowl-
edge by enacting
critique and con-
textualization.

H o w
does all this talk
of epistemology
and knowledge

systems help us organize against fundamen-
talists? It's important to understand funda-
mentalism on its own terms so that we can
critique and contextualize it socially and his-
torically . It's also important to realize that
stating and restating our positions in the face
of fundamentalist positions isn't going to cre-
ate much change or movement . To act directly
against fundamentalist positions is to get locked
in a Chinese handcuff-like trap—the tighter
you pull to release yourself, the tighter the
handcuff grips you.

I feel our most creative and helpful direct
actions in response to fundamentalists are
those in the style of the Ladies Against
Women—playfully going with rather than
against the fundamentalists' resistance to the
left . We get the energy and uplift of play, we
use parody to expose aspects of fundamental-
ist knowledge systems we disagree with, and
we avoid being locked in a no-win struggle
against a political and social force which in-

thing else—something aligned with the fun-
damentalist definition of knowledge.

Let me try to be more concrete . When I
encounter a fact, "the definition of justice is
`X,"' my response is to put the fact in motion
by asking under what circumstances is the
definition of justice `X?'
Is it `X' for white, middle
class US citizens? Is it
`X' for individuals under
the age of 18? Was the
definition of justice `X'
50 years ago? Will it be
`X' 50 years hence? What
are the implications of saying the definition of
justice is `X' when for some US citizens the
definition of justice is `Y?' I may agree that in
some contexts a definition of justice may be
`X,' but if I am not able to contextualize
surround it with the social an historical param-
eters which for me make it true, then I don't
hold the statement "the definition of justice is

to be knowledge at all . In fact I don't give
it any value . Because it doesn't allow for
dialectical tension it is static and unhelpful to
me. I fit things into my system of knowledge
by asking questions of them; contextualizing
them. My questions and contexts aren't at-
tempts to discredit or devalue what I'm en-
countering, but how I come to know what I
know. If we characterize the fundamentalist
process to attain knowledge as an archeology,
I would characterize the process leftists go
through to attain knowledge (or at least those
leftists who subscribe to postmodern theories
which require contextualization) as critique.
Within this context, I would ....
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creases its strength incremen-
tally with the amount of direct
resistance we apply to it . Our
resistance is not the only way
or reason the far right increases in strength, but
it is one contributing factor which we can
directly influence.

The right's current political and social
power, the state of the environment, the in-
creasing economic disparities in the world,
and our desire for change, give me a sense of
urgency which prevades my thinking and ac-
tivism. The time we spend attempting to dis-
cuss how we know what we know, and how
others know what they know, can seem too
indirect and therefore unnecessary . Yet time
we spend learning about people we organize
with or against is an essential part of develop-
ing viable and sustainable political and social
movements.

I also think that articulating our own
positions for ourselves will help us to avoid
getting pulled into fundamentalists' patterns
of logic, or anyone else's for that matter.
Visiting my family teaches me how easy it is
to think the way everyone around you is think-
ing . I have grown up trying to resist much of
what my family offered me, and yet when I am
with them I fall into patterns too easily . We
must rely on each other to keep articulating
our positions, keep saying what's been said,
so that we are reminded of and grounded in
each others' good work.

Karen focuses on poststructural theory
and its connections to activism in her PNL
columns .

db

Although its tempting to see
fundamentalist thought as
illogical, their epistemology
is ordered and systematic

then say that there is no knowl-
edge without critique.

This is the system that con-
temporary fundamentalism has
in part mobilized against. It can
be far more comforting and
comfortable, far more efficient
and "natural" to accept that "the
definition of justice is and
move on . The holy scriptures
say `X' and so it is `X ;'
Keynesian economics say `Z'
and so we legislate `Z.' My
point here is that fundamental-
ist thought need not be reli-
gious . "In their opposition to
therelativisationof knowledge,
[fundamentalists] offer thefeel-
ing of a secure reality . This

The Ladies Against Women : always willing to go the fashionable distance when guests arrive.
Photo by Ruth Putter , 1995.
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POETRY (0R REVOLUTION IN VERSE)

Deceased, Return to Sender

	

by Irene Sadek

I learned to charm you
by dangling the trinkets of my wild life.
Still young, I had already danced at Minsky's
and make sauerkraut in Nuremburg.

Later, I pleased you by poking through the rubble of
Big Sur days.
I brought Henry Miller stories ...
we discussed Joan Baez's Insecurities.

When we closed the university for three months
you cheered my revolutionary postures.
Nun-like I slipped Into a habtt of protest.

In the stone grotto that was my Providence apartment
your maid announces your suicide.
Since then I fear to use the telephone.

The next year I almost joined you.
Convinced the weight of the missiles
would sink Holland. my terror liquified into guilt.

When they Imprisoned Helen Woodson for 18 years,
I resigned from the safe, clinically boring paycheck.
Determined to put my body In the same place as my feelings
I went to New Haven and got ready for jail .

Yes, yes, it's another story to amuse.
The judge got my dolly letters.
The New York Times came and a

Sunday photo appeared with my hands and feet in shackle
The judge threatened commitment to the state insane asy
I wore a special shirt for these events.
Embroidered with : "Disarm or Dig Graves."

Two poems later, after 38 days of solitary confinement
with only the company of wildly copulatory cockroaches,
the judge threw me out

You were right.
No one is listening.
Solutions are offered like ripe plums.
Yet those men with lobotomized brains
and women In correct panty hose
pin the map for the next plunge into
a geography of slaughter.

Today I cleaned house to get ready.
All dreams flung to rubbish.
While sorting through clothes
(my vanity In mid-age appalls me)
I don't have a thing to wear for the upcoming invasion.

Dakota Drums by Jeanette M . Cox

Sometimes I wake with your name dancing on my lips.
There Is no pleasure in these solitary waltzes.
This morning, a wind so fierce, I pretended It blew
your ashes to my mouth .
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self made
braid
down
back
bone
spine
entwined
strands
of war
PartYs
paints
drum beats
last stands
remnants
of words
written
by white men

again echo
at Pine Ridge
again echo
across great plains
again echo
like bullets
pelting
Pelitier
frontier
justice
American style

Paintbrush
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blows
and the drum
echoes

remnants of words
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Once while walking on the great plains of the Dakotas
I came upon a common cow;
She was freely roaming this vast countryside,
Her limbs were strong, her eyes flirting,
She was returning.

Now, I too seek transformation;
My machete, hacking its way through cables and wire
fence,
My feet sink in the fresh cement quicksand;
Frantically I struggle,
Hoping to find peace, in jungles dark and primitive.
Now, at last, the amazon . Tears cloud my vision,
Ceramic frogs, and plastic flamingos.

In a trance I coat myself in the rich river mud.
In a rage, I march with the fierce animals;
Before dying, we devastate the town,
The clay around my eyes flaking.
A fiercer devil now moves through these jungles
Raking leaves, and planting shrubbery;
As far as the eye can see, gazeboes and rose gardens.

	 A
"Poetry is not a luxury"

—Audre Lorde

Michelle Brisson
Political essays have often moved my head. But my heart has

heard poetry loudest. Audre Lorde, Nicole Brossard, Adrienne
Rich—they were the first to put into words what my soul already
knew. They redefined "reality" and in the process, my reality was
affirmed and changed at the same time . No, poetry is not a luxury . It
is what ignites our passion and moves our spirit towards courage and
hope.

I invite you to read these poems; I encourage you to write. Faced
with concrete injustice and rubberband politics, it may be poetry that
initiates the revolution.

A poem can't free us from the struggle for existence, but it
can uncover desires and appetites buried under the accu-
mulating emergencies of our lives, the fabricated wants and
needs we have had urged on us, have accepted as our own.
It's not a philosophical or psychological blueprint ; it's an
instrument for embodied experience . But we seek that
experience, or recognize it when it is offered to us, because
it reminds us in some way of our need . After that rearousal
of desire, the task of acting on that truth, or making love, or
meeting other needs, is ours .— Adrienne Rich
The PNL is now accepting short works of poetry (3-30 lines?)

for inclusion in a quarterly poetry section . We encourage diversity in
content and style for all work consistent with the general themes and
substance of the PNL.

Reverse
Ecology by Emil P. Dill

there are bigger holes
in the gaping-gasping
universe than first
imagined, minds circle
around concentration
camp conflagration
tracks & keep repeating
& meeting in each life
daily trashcans filled
& refilled with fruit
less leavings, somehow
plucked out of earth's
hardcore store, perverted
for selfish sole
consummation & dumped
in endless disasters
kill the land
make each generation
develop its own
survival, but this
being is tired, moved
to shout for healing
has focused the rotation
to a dotted line asking
for reconstruction
dividers, recycled road
signs, a prosthetic eye
on the future, litter
logs gobble toxic waste
biscuits to cut back
on unholy leftovers
bisexual trees wander
into any curious forest
my lips walk over numb
feet pacing for
resolution, I've got
a sixpack of gasoline
Camels burning down
the shoulder pad limb
to tainted finger ends
has anyone seen
the misinformed
singular matches?

On Returning
by Randy Squilace



Journal of War
A Look at Recent Developments on Peace and War in the Former Yugoslavia
Davor Wagner

I T SEEMS TO ME that history's latest
lessons concerning life are : ethniccleans-

ing is indispensable for peace ; and, diversity
is what is really wrong in this world.

Of course these lessons make sense
only if we are ready, as it seems we are, to
forget about all of those who have lived
under the pressure of devastation and de-
struction itself, and under the pressure of
killing and mutilation for the last four years.

Instead we accept peace based on
these newly learned historical lessons, and
therefore it is too late for us . With this new
"peace" for Bosnia we force ourselves to
forget everything about a European country
under a siege imposed by the highlanders at
the end of the twentieth century.

As a short reminder here are some
facts from the last two months.

August 28, 1995
On August 28 a shelling attack by nation-

alist Bosnian Serbs in downtown Sarajevo
kills more than 35 people and injures dozens .

On August 30 NATO begins air strikes against
nationalist Bosnian Serb military targets.

While NATO air strikes at least tempo-
rarily quieted artillery and mortars around
Sarajevo, Serb snipers continued to murder
unarmed civilians in the city . "Nothing has
changed, " Nenad Jovanovic, an ethnic Serb,
said bitterly before his friend 's funeral . "Snip-
ers are still all around us, killing innocent
people when they like ." A Dutch psycholo-
gist, Kaz de Jong, working in Sarajevo classi-
fied the city as a "concentration camp ." Health
workers say, suicide attempts are the highest
since the siege began, while the number of
people seeking treatment for "Sarajevo Syn-
drome"—the devastating effects of struggling
to survive under constant fear and stress—is
soaring.

October 5
An US-mediated cease-fire was signed

on October 5 . The truce was approved by
Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic in
Sarajevo and by nationalist Bosnian Serb lead-
ers Radovan Karakzic and his general, Ratko
Mladic, in Belgrade; with Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic as a witness . Croatia is
not a party the truce, but accepted it.

The agreement calls for a complete halt to

all offensive military activity including sniper
fire . It also calls for free passage for non-
military and UNPROFOR traffic between
Sarajevo and Gorazde, and between Belgrade
and Gorazde . The agreement also calls for
Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia to participate in
preliminary peace talks in the US, which
Washington announced would take place
around October 30 . If the talks are successful,
a full peace conference would be held in Paris.
The proposed cease-fire was for 60 days or
until peace negotiations conclude, whichever
is longer.

In other diplomatic news, the Croatian
government and Serbian forces occupying
eastern Slavonia agreed on a "transition pe-
riod" for restoring Croatian sovereignty and
control over the region . During this period the
UN Security Council would administer the
region and international forces would be sta-
tioned there to maintain peace and enforce a
final settlement . Croatia warned that a final
settlement must be reached by November 30
or Croatia will take the territory by force.

Also, the UN War Crimes Tribunal began
proceedings against Dragan Nikolic, who com-
manded a Serbian concentration camp at Susica
in northeastern Bosnia . He remains at large in
Bosnia . Chief Prosecutor Richard Goldstone
warned Monday that the UN's financial crisis
threatened to seriously impair the Tribunal ' s
activities.

Elisabeth Rehn, a former defense minis-
ter of Finland, was named to replace
Mazowiecki as the UN's human-rights inves-
tigator in former Yugoslavia. "For female
victims it may be some kind of comfort and
support that the new UN investigator is a
woman," Rehn said.

October 9
Gas finally reached Sarajevo from Rus-

sia . The next day Bosnian government offi-
cials said that they were prepared to imple-
ment the cease-fire.

UN spokesman Alexander Ivanko ac-
cused Serb nationalists of a "flagrant violation
of Geneva conventions," following an attack
on a civilian target in Zenica with a rocket
carrying a cluster-bomb warhead . Serb ex-
tremists also bombed civilians in Travnik.
However, because neither city is a "UN-pro-
tected safe area," NATO and the UN took no
action. Bosnian officials later reported mis-

East Mostar, Bosnia . This street used to be a party zone for all Mostar . Now it's gravel . UN tanks
were patrolling the streets in East & West Mostar day and night to show the UN presence . Once the
shooting starts they'll be the first to go . In Mostar the Spanish soldiers are called "runaway soldiers" and
not liked very much . Still, ten of them died during recent fighting and supposedly Spain doesn't have a
volunteer army, so these soldiers didn't choose to be there . Photo and caption by Jurgen Scheer, May 1995.

14 Peace Newsletter 11/95



East Mostaragain . Oneof the symbols on the sign means that the building is ofmajorcultural interest.
Its a European thing and is meant to preserve these buildings—even during an event like war (yeah right!).
This war is "dirty ." Even back in the second world war churches and mosques weren't destroyed on
purpose . Right now in ex-Yugoslavia these buildings are primary targets as a means of"ethnic cleansing ."
There is literally nothing left of the Orthodox cathedral in Mostar.

Photo and caption by Jurgen Scheer, May 1995.

site, mortar and howitzer attacks on civilian
centers in Gradacac and Gracanica . And, the
UN said, three civilians were killed by Serb
shelling of Konjic.

The UN also sharply criticized the Bosnian
government for allegedly firing four mortars
toward Serb military positions from within the
Sarajevo "exclusion zone ."

October 11
After a delay of two days, the Bosnian

government and nationalist Serbian forces
agreed on October 11 to implement the cease-
fire agreement brokered the week before by
the US.

The cease-fire remains a fiction in north-
western Bosnia, where heavy fighting contin-
ues . Serbian forces are attempting to recapture
Sanski Most, and Bosnian Army forces ap-
pear to be attempting to liberate Prijedor.
Prijedor was the site of some of the worst
atrocities committed by Serbian forces early
in the war . However, the cease-fire appears to
be holding around Sarajevo and other parts of
Bosnia.

In New York, the Security Council con-
demned the latest Serbian wave of "ethnic
cleansing" directed against the few remaining
Muslims and Croats in northern Bosnia.
UNHCR officials said that the expulsions had
been "extremely brutal" and that many men
had been separated from their families and
presumed to have been killed.

In the last wave about 6,000 Bosniaks
were expelled from the territory of B anj a Luka.
The refugees who have arrived in central Bos-
nia in large numbers testified that Serbian
authorities on the occupied territories again
opened the notorious Keraterm concentration
camp on Mt, Manjaca near Banja Luka . All
men of conscription age are exposed to physi-
cal maltreatment and killings . According to
the statements of Bosniak refugees expelled
from Bosanska Krajina, Serbs opened an-
other, smaller camp in the village of Schovici,
also near Banja Luka.

October 15
"More than 400,000 people had to leave

their homes in Bosnia and Herzegovina which
created the biggest refugee wave in Europe
since the end of WWII," noted the ICRC
spokesman John Sparrow. Most of the latest
refugees are Serbs who fled the last Bosnian

Government offensive . Before the latest round
of expulsions, the UN estimated that 95% of
non-Serbs had been murdered, imprisoned, or
expelled form Serb-occupied Bosnia.

A member of the Bosnian presidency and
a prominent member of Croatian Council of
Defence, Mr . Stjepan Kljujic, put forward on
behalf of Bosnian authorities four conditions
for the peace process : first, return refugees to
all parts of B-H ; second, punish all war crimi-
nals ; third, establish a democratic regime
grounded on human rights observance ; fourth,
war reparation for the victims of war and
implementation of the post-war reconstruc-
tion plan for the country . Kljujic also endorsed
the status of a special district for Bosnian
capital Sarajevo similar to that of Washington
in the US.

Bosnian head of diplomacy Mr . Muhamed
M. Sacirbey called on Bosnian Serbs to re-
main in their homes, and to not flee from
Bosnian and Croatian forces advancing in the
western part of the country . "The Bosnian
government will not let any crime be commit-
ted on its behalf, as Karadzic's Serbs did,"
said Mr. Sacirbey.

Carl Bildt said in an interview for the
German daily "Der Spiegel" that he doesn't
"believe the peace settlement in ex-Yugosla-
via will be reached soon . The peace plan
implementation is so complex that it will be
certainly prolonged late into 1996 ."

British "experts for the Balkans" esti-
mate that the Serb parastate in B-H has reached

a critical stage where its very existence is
questionable. Some estimates say the first
Serb front lines are 15km from Banjaluka and
9 km from Prijedor . After initial success, all
Serb attempts for counter attack on Sanski
Most via the village of Vasiljevici, failed.
London resents Washington for condemning
only Serb terror against Bosniaks in Banjaluka
without any attempt to stop the actions of
Croats and Bosniaks.

The ambassadors of member-countries
of NATO agreed upon the concept of opera-
ting multi-national forces to monitor the peace
in Bosnia and Herzegovina . Diplomatic
sources in Brussels estimate that the US will
send around 20,000-25,000 soldiers, Britain
15,000, France 12,500, Germany 5,000 and
Spain about 1,000 . Although the final number
is still not established (it is estimated from
50,000-70,000), this will be the biggest mili-
tary operation in Europe since WWII . Al-
though Russia is invited to the next NATO
Council meeting, the role of Russia's forces
(20,000 soldiers) is still not determined be-
cause Russia opposes working under NATO
command.

Davor is a graduate student in the
Anthropology Department at Syracuse
University. His field of interest is the connec-
tion between war and ethnicity . Until
November 1992 he worked and lived in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a journalist and
editor for several radio stations and newspa-
pers .
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Nothing But the Truth:
1996 War Resister's League Peace Calendar Party

NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH : Activists
Speak in Court—the 1996 War Resist-

ers League Peace Calendar—has been released.
The calendar contains excerpts of court state-
ments by social activists from many social
movements and eras . A publication party is
scheduled for Tuesday, November 14, at 7 PM
at Plymouth Church, 232 E . Onondaga St . Join
us for inspirational readings from the calendar.

Nothing But the Truth features African-
American activist Mumia Abu-Jamal who is
currently facing possible execution, as well
other contemporary activists from the peace,
environmental, feminist and other movements.
The calendar reaches back to remind us of
historical resistance to injustice beginning with
Anne Hutchinson who was banished from
Massachusetts in 1637 for her "heretical views."
In between it draws on John Brown, Susan B .

Anthony, Roger Baldwin, Angela Davis, Emma
Goldman, Mohandas Gandhi, Nelson Mandela
and many lesser known activists . The calendar
will be available for sale on the 14th and at
SPC's The Front Room Bookstore, 924 Burnet
Ave.

The event is sponsored by the Syracuse
Peace Council and the War Resisters League.
For further information, call (607) 842-6858.

Andy is a local activist, the editor of the
1996 WRL Peace Calendar and an ex-
staffperson for the Syracuse Peace Council .

W ITH EACH WEEK and every turn of
the page, Truth confronts Power. This

handy calendar will assure that the spirit of
nonviolent resistance will be with you through-
out the year .

Available at
The Front Room Bookstore
$12.00 Each / Four for $44.00
(Add $1 .50 for delivery outside the U .S . NY state

residents add 8.25% sales tax.
Calendars are shipped bulk mail . Allow up to 4 weeks

for delivery in U.S. or enclose an extra $1 .50 per
calendar for first class mailing. Write for bulk rates

and distributors.)

Order from : WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE, 339
Lafayette St ., NY, NY 10012 • (212) 228-0450

Andy Mager

"I stand before this court as a
target of a political frame-up
which, for from pointing to my
culpability, implicates the
State of California as an agent
of political repression ."

— Angela Davis, 1971,
If They Come in the Morning

(reprinted from the WRL Calendar)

PUMPK1 N Made with winter squash, apple cider, and grated

CIDER

apples.`` t, spiced, and absolutely delicious.

BREAD
So good, they have the power to salvage the much
maligned fruitcake's tarnished reputation. Made with
unsulphured dried pears, peaches, apples and apricots.

Fresh fruitcakes available November 13th.
Rummed cakes available in December.
We welcome advance orders.

entieRig/

SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL 'S
Front Room Bookstore

CNY's peace and social Justice bookstore

[25th Anniversary Peace Calendar Now Available!

924
Burnet Ave

Syr, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478

wednesday
12 noon - 9 pm

saturday
12 noon-3 pmt

resources
for:
Radicals
Activists
Queers
Heretics
Visionaries

books,
magazines,
buttons,
posters.
t-shirts

Chopped onions, parsley, sage, rosemary and . . . you
guessed it. . .thyme . An intensely flavorful bread.
Great for stuffing.

ON'ijoN -WEB BREAD

$tirnu late your kibernatin5 senses. ..

4of

,FRUIT
CAKE

WHOLE GRAIN 13AK1N6 COLLECTIVE

WaQ}obff • ilracvSe.

	

I120Z . 115. 115% 7190
, Our collective is strengthened and invigorated by

the people who volunteer to work with us.
Please call or stop in if you'd like to help out on
any of these shifts:

Bread Panning

	

9:00-12:00 Fridays
Making Bagels

	

10:00-12 :00 Wednesday or Friday
Store keeping

	

1:00-5:00

	

Weekdays
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Paul Pearce

	

Video as Hank outlined it. This compilation
tape will be available for showings at small
gatherings, house parties, large public show-
ings and airing on cable TV . We plan
on producing a written companion
guide to help viewers decide the
most appropriate use of the tapes.

We as a society consume an
enormous amount of videos . Unfor-
tunately, most videos are of little

substance (like junk food) and people rarely
gather to talk about what they have seen.
We hope that you can acquire a taste for
these substantial videos (vegetables) and
share them in a setting that encourages
dialogue like a good meal instead of fast
food . Watching videos like these alone can
be somewhat overwhelming, sharing them
with others can sometimes be transform-
ing .

I ft.-

-ego
+Nor

AU.
Air

name
. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

address

city

	

State

	

zip

	

phone

[ ] Keep me informed of the next step
Yes I will support Toolkit 2000 Video Project by:

[ ] Passing this card t another interested person
[ ] Attend, [ ] promote, or [ ] sponsor

[ ] house party [ ] public showing
[ ] Pass along videos to friends co-workers and neighbors.
[ ] Lead or form discussion groups.
[ ] Create or participate in activities inspired by the videos
[ ] Review tapes for a catalogue.
[ ] Help develop study guides.
[ ] Other	
[ ] Come to the next project meeting

H ,ANK STRUNK was a dedicated Syra-
cuse/Central NY activist until cancer

claimed his life in July of this year. Hank had
a fervent belief in the power of information.
He believed that a good person with the
right information could be inspired to do
good work. Hank was a multimedia man.
He made use of just about every medium
available: printed handouts, signs, bumper
stickers, banners, billboards, audio tapes,
video' tapes, rallies and one to one conver-
sations.

Toolkit2000 : Grassroots Video Project
was initiated by Hank as a way to continue
his work in furthering understanding of the
world's condition and to inspire action . The
project as originally planned will consist of a
compilation video gleaned from Hank's vast
collection of informational and inspirational
tapes with a brief introduction by Hank. Rec-
ognizing that we already possess such basic
human tools as compassion and common
sense; these videos will help expand our capa-
bilities to deal with a world that needs fixing.

Toolkits are only useful when someone
recognizes there is a problem to be fixed and
has the skills and willingness to do something
about it . Some of these videos are diagnostic
tools helping us recognize the problems . Some
show us ways to address our problems. There
are also videos that highlight positive ex-
amples that will inspire and motivate us.

Toolkit 2000 is a work in progress, a
small committee has formed to work on it. Our
first priority is to complete the Toolkit 2000

1YIIILHPr 20(M)
A Grassroots Video Project Introduced by Hank Strunk

Paul is the staffperson for SPC Press, a coordinator of SPC-
TV and part of the TOOLKIT 2000 Grassroots Video Project.

Ways you could help . ..
•

	

Attend, promote or sponsor
house parties or public show-

ings
• Pass along videos to friends, co-
workers and neighbors.
• Lead or form discussion groups.
• Create or participate in activities
inspired by the videos
• Review tapes for a catalog.

• Help develop study guides.

The project could expand to. ..
• Establish a lending library
• Set up an open public viewing space.
• Find new videos with sponsoring individu-
als or organizations
• Network with other communities
•	 ?

Look for updates on this project in
local newsletters . For more information
contact Joan Goldberg at 673-1083, Bill
Griffen at 696-8184 or Paul Pearce at
472-5478.
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JAM FM
0.7 FM

Fur Trim is In but Should Be Out!
Every Little Bit Hurts.

Although many now abhor the sight of a
fur coat and would never wear one, the fur
industry is fighting back by pushing garments
with fur trim . Fur trim is especially popular on
the hoods of winter jackets. Fur belongs on the
one it was born on. In order for people to adorn
themselves with it, the fur must be stolen at
great price to the animal . Foxes, coyotes,
minks, rabbits and others are either trapped in
painful devices or endure the even worse fate
of being imprisoned on fur farms until they are
executed. Imagine foxes, who are normally
free-ranging wild beings, pacing back and
forth in tiny cages until they meet death by
anal electrocution.

If you agree that such suffering and death
is unnecessary and immoral, here are some
things you can do:

1.Before you buya garment with fur-like trim,
be sure it is fake, not natural fur.

2.Make your view known to store managers;
ask them to stop selling fur or thank them if
they have made a commitment not to sell
fur.

3. In particular, join the effort to convince
Bonwit Teller to stop selling furs . (Not
content with fur trim, they sell fur coats .)
Please boycott the local store and write to:

Bonwit Teller
do Murray Daitchman
9569 Carousel Center

Syracuse 13290
4. Join local demonstrations and/or non-vio-

lent civil disobedience actions at Bonwit
Teller and at fur stores . We have been told
by Animal Defense League (a separate ani-
mal rights organization) that they intend to
have several events in November and De-
cember. Contact ADL at 424-9305.

5. If you wish to help People for Animal
Rights in our on-going educational efforts
regarding the fur industry and other animal
rights issues, contact us at 488-PURR (7877)
between 9am-10:45pm.

by Linda DeStefano

Microradio In Syracuse

JAM FM (90.7 FM)has been on the air for
seven weeks now and the word is getting
around that something different can actually
be heard on the airwaves! The past few weeks
have seen special programs devoted to the
Syracuse gatherings of Christain Right and
Amway salespeople, King Missile,Latino
music from Los Angeles, local recording art-
ists and experimental soundscapes. Even with
extremely limited resources, JAM FM has
been praised for its innovative programming
and sheer variety of music . It is just getting
warmed up!

The beauty of micro radio is its absolute
defiance of authority . Not only can you do
anything, anything you do is bound to be
better than 90% of what's on the air now

— Doug Nufer
The volunteers continue to struggle to

provide interesting and enlightening program-
ming and are striving to create a community
oriented broadcast outlet to serve the people of
Central New York . We do not consider our-
selves to be a pirate station. We feel that we are
serving an audience that has been ignored by
other broadcasters and wish to provide re-
sponsible programming that is genuine and
passionate . We align ourselves with the inter-
national micro radio movement that is liberat-
ing the airwaves for the people to be heard
without the filters of mainstream media and
the radio industry manufacturing our music
and information. JAM FM is generally broad-
casting at 90.7 FM weekday evenings and
weekend days. Check the dial frequently. JAM
FM wishes to be an interactive medium, not a
passive experience for the listener. Submis-
sions of recordings (especially regional artists
and progressive speakers), editorials, requests
and comments are welcome. JAM is not a
project of the Syracuse Peace Council, but
SPC will gladly pass on all materials ad-
dressed to JAM FM. We will try to use every-
thing we receive . Please note : while it is a
good idea to spread the word about JAM FM,
it is important to maintain the anonymity of
the collective—loose lips sink radio stations.
JAM FM Email : JAM FM@AOL.COM

Currently two Ulster County men have
been designated by federal prosecutors to face
a capital trial. It is not at all clear that the case
meets the requirements of the Federal statute
that permits executions for certain crimes in-
volving drug "kingpins," an apparent over-
statement as far as these two men are con-
cerned. The jury pool from which jurors are to
be selected include one African-American and
one Hispanic. The two accused are African-
American, and one is believed to be retarded.
Even more strangely, there have been only
three Federal death penalty cases in NY state
history, only one culminating in a death sen-
tence.

Locally, People Against the Death Pen-
alty—Central NY (PADP) has resumed its
monthly vigils at Columbus Circle the last
Thursday of the month from noon to 1 PM . On
September 1, killing by NY state became
legal . The intent of our vigils is to educate the
public to repeal the death penalty . Cone join
us!

Regular meetings of PADP are held-at the
Church Center, 3049 E. Genesee St. at 7PM
the first Monday of the month . All are wel-
come . For further information call 637-3344.

by Margaret Stinson

The New England
Coalition on

Nuclear Pollution
25 Years Opposing Nuclear Power

The New England Coalition on Nuclear
Pollution will hold its 25th Annual Meeting on
November 5, at the Putney Inn in Putney,
Vermont from 3 - 5:30 PM.

Featured speaker will be Peter Bradford,
former member of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, who will speak on "The Pros-
pects for Nuclear Power ." Bradford will ad-
dress issues of nuclear reactor aging, deregu-
lation and the use of conservation and renew-
able energy sources to replace existing nuclear
reactors.

People Against.. the

Death Penalty
Central NY

NY State Begins First Capital Trial
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Central America / Caribbean Coaltion Notes
October 1995

• Haiti : Haiti Solidarity and CNY Witness
For Peace brought Haitian economist George
Werleigh to Syracuse in mid-October. Mr.
Werleigh spoke to four or five gatherings,
including a magnificent dinner at Plymouth
Church, which was prepared by the women of
Syracuse's Haitian community . The situation
in Haiti is complex, and Mr . Werleigh touched
on the same issues of World Bank and IMF
structural adjustment that Bread and Puppet
Theatre presented in more symbolic fashion
on October 20. President Aristide is attempt-
ing to steer a course away from the dictates of
the US and the international lending agencies.
Politically he is caught between the people's
clear preference that he run for a second con-
secutive term and the Haitian constitutional
requirement that he step down. The Lavalas
movement is the strongest recent challenge to
the US development model preferred by the
international capitalist power structure . Mr.
Werleigh suggested that it might be possible
for President Aristide to support new leaders
with the hope that a viable successor will
emerge to make Lavalas a stronger movement
that will not be completely identified with

Altered Space Community Arts

Cheap. Art Auction!
"People have been thinking too long that

ART is a privilege of the museums and the
rich," begins the Bread and Puppet Theater's
"await Art! Manifesto." Altered Space Com-
munity Arts, in a similar vein, wants to chal-
lenge the conventions of art-making and sales
by holding the 2nd Annual Cheap Art! Show
& Auction. This extraordinary, frenetic, gala
fund-raiser for Altered Space will open on
Friday, November 17, with a reception from 7
- 10 PM, and the first look at works of Cheap
Art! to be auctioned. The auction itself will
take place on Friday, December 8, 1995 . The
doors will open at 7 PM and the auction will
begin at 8 PM. Everyone—and we do mean
everyone—is invited to create work to be
donated to the auction. Work to be displayed
at the November 17 reception will need to be
received by Wednesday, November 15, al-

Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Mr. Werleigh's con-
cept is considered controversial by some.
• El Salvador : Sadly there continue to be

reports that right-wing violence against indi-
viduals has not abated. In Syracuse, the Sister
Community Project commenced planning for
the fourth annual solidarity visit to La Estancia,
with an October 23 meeting . The next Project
newsletter should be out by early December.
People interested in the Project, the visit, or in
receiving the newsletter ($5 annual subscrip-
tion) can contact Shirley Novak at 446-6099.
• Cuba : Lots of legislation and adminis-
trative action is underway, toughening and
loosening the embargo at the same time . Our
Representative Walsh voted for the Burton
bill to deepen the embargo, and for a defeated
amendment to prohibit any food or medicine
from going to Cuba. Several Syracuse people
went to the End the Blockade mobilization in
NY City on October 21.
• Plowshares : Please look for the Central
America / Caribbean Coalition table on De-
cember 2 & 3 at the Syracuse Peace Council's
annual Plowshares Craftsfair.
• Toolkit 2000 : CACC heartily endorsed
Hank Strunk's Toolkit 2000 concept (see page
17, thisPNL). Ann Tiffany held the first Tool-
kit 2000 organizing house party for October,
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though Altered Space will continue receiving
and displaying work throughout the weeks
leading up to the auction itself on December 8.

What exactly is Cheap Art!? one might
ask . Cheap Art! is art made out of ordinary,
accessible materials and or art made by ordi-
nary folks who do not call themselves artists
but nonetheless express themselves creatively.

Through the Cheap Art! Auction, the
members of Altered Space reaffirm their com-
mitment to community expression, participa-
tion and change. In this way, people young and
old, art-trained and self-taught, become in-
volved in the creative process . Not only can
everyone make art, they can also own original
art : at the Cheap Art! Auction, original art-
work will be available for purchase at extraor-
dinarily Cheap prices. In these ways, Altered
Space hopes to break down the artificial barri-
ers between art and everyday living . The pro-
ceeds from the Cheap Art! Auction will ben-
efit Altered Space, an artist-run, community-
based gallery in Syracuse.

At last year's auction over 100 pieces of
handmade, genuinely original artworks were

screening a video on structural adjustment (a
theme for the 90s).
• Coalition-Building : CACC agreed to
send a letter, to be penned by Nancy Gwin, to
local organizers of the Million Man March,
endorsing the purposes of the March.
• School of the Americas : From Novem-
ber 11 - 16 there'll be vigil and fast at the SOA
at the Ft. Benning army base in Georgia com-
memorating the 6th annuversary of six Jesuits
and two women in El Salvakor . Contact SOA
Watch at (706) 682-5369, or in Syracuse con-
tact Ed Kinane at 478-4571.

Also : there'll be an Interfaith Pilgrimage
to close the SOA from November 16 - Febru-
ary 21, 1996, sponsored by the New England
Witness for Peace. The 1400 mile walk will
procedefrom Washington to Pittsburgh, Cleve-
land, Charleston, Charlotte, Atlanta and on to
Fort Benning . Contact N.E.W.F .P .at (413)
625-6967.

Next Meeting : CACC meets again at
Plymouth Church on November 8 at 6 -
7:30 PM. Each meeting is a working pot-
luck . Agenda topics include considering a
Spring Symposium ; participating in the
November 18 Activists Fair, improving links
with the Syracuse Peace Council ; and
logistics for Plowshares.

sold to satisfied participants in the standing
room only crowd. What's different about Cheap
Art!! is that the artworks sold averaged less
than $10 apiece. A holiday art bargain by any
reckoning of the imagination . And, also unlike
conventional auction, many of the partici-
pants also had work on the auction block—
almost a Cheap Art!! exchange. Works sold
were as diverse as handmade dart boards of
unlucky politicians by first-time artist L.
Welych, or "Tonto's Revenge Dance Party III:
Tonto Returns from the City," by nationally
recognized artist Tom Huff.

So—save your tinfoil and rubberbands
and temperas and make some Cheap Art! to
donate to Altered Space. Save your nickels
and dimes and dollars and come to the Cheap
Art! Auction on December 8! Everyone needs
art in their lives—and where else can youhave
so much fun so cheaply!?

Altered Space is located at 922 Burnet
Avenue, next door to the Syracuse Peace Coun-
cil . For further information, please call 479-
8675.

by Bill Mazza & Anita Welych
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WALK THE TALK

NIMO RATES ARE ALWAYS INCREASING
AIR POLLUTION IS GETTING WORSE

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
INSTALL THE COPPER CRICKET
IT IS A SOLAR WATER HEATER THAT

WORKS WITH YOUR EXISTING WATER HEATER

CALL CLASSIC CARPENTRY 471-0324

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references

Bear Street
BOOKS & MUSIC

We Buy Used and Rare Books and Music

Fine Used Book.
Hardback and Paperback

Mask
Classical, Ethnic, Folk, Jazz

Open Daily or by Appointment

1430 North Salina St., Syr., NY 13208
(corner of Bear St. and North Salina St.)

(315) 471-2958

Dr. Howard S. Walsdorf
CHIROPRACTOR

f eahnents for:

Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

SYRACUSE
Real Food Cooperative

Many organically grown and
produced foods:

• Nuts. Grains. Seeds • Whets Groin Biked Goods
• Produce • Frs•Rsnge Eggs
• Cheeses • Chemical-FMMeet
• Herbs i Spices

	

• Fresh Fish GNWared Thursdays
And Much More

618 Kensington Road
(off Westcott) 472-1385

Mon - Sat 8-8, Sun 10-6

MARiLyN A. MILLER
l 	

Divorce • Real Estate
Wills • Mediation

104 Pleasent St, Manlius

Karen Hall
Aggie Lane
Aspen Olmsted

A worker cooperative specializing in point of sale and
financial systems.

509 West Fayette, Syracuse, NY 13202
(Voice & FAX) 315-478-0113 (Email) emma inc@aol .com

EMMA
REVOLUTIONARY
S OFTWARE
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LETTERS
To the editors,

[editors' note : Anita is the PNL graphics
coordinator, currently teaching on a Fulbright
in Colombia . What follows is an excerpt of a
longer letter .]

. . .I'm enclosing some photos from a real-
ly bad local paper—a combo of yellow jour-
nalism and that British version of National
Enquirer.. .the Sun? Anyhow, it shows just the
latest of a series of massacres in the banana-
growing region of Colombia. Over 600 people
have been assassinated in this year alone in a
relatively small area. Many of those killed are
ex-guerrillas working on one particular farm.
Suspects are in descending order of likeli-
hood: Army, FARC (Colombia's 1st guerrilla
group), paramilitary groups supported by the
army, local warring factions of different guer-
rilla groups, drug people. Who did I leave
out?!

There have been at least three of these
attacks since I arrived a month ago . Everyone
I know talks about it on a daily basis . Everyone
feels helpless, ashamed, vulnerable, numb.
The government sends more soldiers, prom-
ises to set up a commission (of guys in ties
with manicured hands) . Ordinary people scoff
at these measures—why, the army barracks
was less than one kilometer away from this
last massacre site (24 or 25 killed - six women,
one 15-year old, all poor laborers) . And, they

I must express that I am quite pleased
with the range and depth of your articles that
speak with regard to a world stage of foreign
communities as much as local communal . I
really dig that as a form of enlightened con-
sciousness. I was also wondering if the vari-
ous authors of contributing articles are able to
be contacted or addressed in dialogue relative
to their articles : I am interested in the latter
since I would like to engage and welcome the
opportunity to dialogue extensively into the
various dimensions of held political perspec-
tives I've had the pleasure of reading in the
Peace Newsletter(s) . I'm hoping to expand my
own political consciousness by shared views
as well as hone my own, so as to enhance what
I am reading . Thank you for your consider-
ation and anticipated reply.

As Salaam Alaikam.
Musaa

Comstock, NY

ask, isn't it more than coincidence that the rate
of murders has increased along with the in-
crease in army presence in the area?

This is what Colombia talks about. Fortii'-
nately for Bogota's residents, it's far enough
away that we can all cluck about it and then try
to turn it off in our heads . . .

Anita Welych
Bogota, Colombia

Nuclear Traces cont'd
from page 7
mystery. Not only did France follow the pat-
tern of disaster, but it opened nuclear contami-
nation to the migratory patterns of the world's
oceans.

Recently, a Japanese fishing cooperative
tested samples of sediment in Tokyo harbor.
Within seven weeks they were able to trace the
molecules present in fish to the seven oceans
of the world . This is a startling discovery . It
fits with the understanding that the aquatic life
of the oceans of the world migrate our global
reaches, reaffirming that we are a global vil-
lage . What we do to our plot of land—or sea—
affects our neighbors around the globe.

Now, back to French nuclear testing on
Moruroa. NO! If it is safe. . .store it in Wash-
ington! If it is safe.. .dump it in Tokyo! If it is
safe . . .test it in Paris! But keep the Pacific
Nuclear Free!

Whatever France says about nuclear test-
ing has no relation to the destructive realities
of the coral atoll, the reef, or the ocean area of
French Polynesia. This is the spawning area
for the fish of the Pacific and other oceans.
This is the area for the migratory patterns of
the fish of the seas. This is the genesis point for
the dissemination of life for much of the planet.

Protest this abomination. Keep the Pa-
cific nuclear free!

Bill is the Pastor of South Presbyterian
Church in Syracuse . In 1982 he ed ited the
National Council of Church's mission sturdy,
'Pacific People Sing Out Strong .' While now
out of print, copies of this anthology are
available at SPC.

To the editors,

UNe1ASS1RREDS
Gay Proffesional seeks person to share home House for sale or rent : 3-bdrm wih porches, garden,

in N . Syracuse, $300/month including util . Refer- small yard, 2 car garage . Quiet street between
encesplease . 452-0823	 Onondaga & Elmwood parks . Call Sue at 736-9201.

Dr. Douglas Dickson

-Podiatrist
TAq$u5

Heel Pain • Arch Pain
Ingrown Toenail • Bunions

Lyncourt Foot Care
(Across from Syr. China)

2802 Court St.
Syracuse, NY 13208

(315) 454-3320

Westvale Foot Care
(At Geddes Plaza)

2010 W Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13219

(315) 487-1114

(315) 478-6214

Meg Sullivan - Chin
MA, CSW

Certified Social Worker
Certified Reiki Practitioner

Promoting Mind, Body,
Spirit Connection
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Co-operation
It's not just a nice idea. It works.

Growth of Credit Union Assets
1982 to 1994

'82 '83

	

'84 '85 '85

	

'87

	

'88 '89

	

'90

	

'91

	

'92

	

'93

	

'94

Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union
723 Westcott Street - 471-1116

Now serving members of:
Syracuse Real Food Coop
Syracuse Peace Council
Women's Info Center
Jowonio
W 2Hspring
ENIP
Peace Action of CNY
Syracuse Cultural Workers

For information and consulting
on financial issues such as:

Mutual Funds
(including Socially Conscious)

Insurance
(Annuities, Disability, Life,

& Long Term Care) and
Tax Sheltered Accounts

call : 637-5153

SUSAN S . f2&N$JN
Registered Representative
Securities offered through:

Legend Equities Corporation, 907 Butternut St.
Syracuse, NY 13208 422-5868

Eileen Steinbugler Altieri CSW
Clinical social worker

Psychotherapy
Telephone

	

Counseling
(315) 637-8351

	

Consultation

I
ARE YOU WATCHING

YOUR FINANCES WISELY?
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Every

	

Environ-
mental.Mal Action Coalition
meetings. At SUNY ESE, Nlflkin
Lounge, basement of Marshall
Hall 6pm . Info: Richard at 426
9623.

common Goods : TM Arts a
Collaboration . Gallery show at
Altered Space runs until Nov.
12. Hours Thurs .-Sun. noon-
4pm . 479-8675.

11/1 .12120 : Exhibit . Appeal to
this Age : Photography of the
Civil Rights Movement, 1954-
1968. Features work of 43 prom-

2
Every Thursday : "Evening
Arabesque' Arabic television w/
news & entertainment . 5 :30pm.
Adelphia Cable Channel 7.

3

Every Friday : Lesbian Coming
Out Group . 7pm. Women's Info
Center. 601 Allen St . 492-8035.

4
7th annual Peace Toy Fair.
EnvO Methodist Church, Corner
of Westcott St . & Euclid Ave.
11 am-4pm . Creative non-violent

es books toys &crafts.
SPon~ s. by Peace Action . 478-
7442.
Workshop on the Great Lakes
Quality Initiative. Dewey Hall,

nN. of Rochester. 9am-4 Pm.
518-769-3351.

inent photographers. Menschel
Gallery, Schhi~Center, SU.
Public Forum on problems
affecting CNY children:
Education. 7pm . Sulzie Auditor-
hunt, Marley Education Cir. 765
Irving Ave. 449-3552 ext. 100.

King Missile Concert
9 :30 PM at the Club
Chameleon. See back
page for details 472-
5478.
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8 NOW CNY Chapter mtg as
S

War r
a

ren, Syr.
Midland

7pm.
Bank,

487-
360

S W
3188.

9
"Remember the Victims"
Interfaith service to memorialize
all those killed in East Timor &

5

JAM FM, Syracuse's
alternative radio 90.7 FM -
tune in after 7pm on
weeknights.

Every Sunday : This Way Out,
Gay & Lesbian radio program on
WRVO FM 90. 6:30-7pm.

6
Every Mon : ACT-UP mtg . 601
Allen St . Women's INFO(
Center) . 7:30pm . 425-0673.
"Adolescent Health,
Pregnancy, & Parenting"
Conference at Sheraton
Conference Center in Liverpool,

Marcy 471-0564.
People Against the Death
Penalty meets at Church
Center, 3049 E. Genesee St .

7 1 0 1 1

PNL editorial meeting at
Peace Council. 4pm . Come
join in. 472-5478. Peace council organizational

maintenance committee
meets at 7:30pm . 924 Burnet
Ave . 472-5478.

to pray for an end to the 20 year
nightmare. UN Chapel, 777 UN
plaza, NYC . 718-788-6071.

Peace Action program.
"Preparing for Election '96".
7:30pm . May Memorial, 3800 E
Genesee . 478-7442 .

Central America Caribbean
Coalition potluck & meeting as
Plymouth Church, 232 E.
Onondaga St. 6pm.

Every Thum : Lesbian & Gayy
Youth Support group for ages
14-21 meets at Women's Into
Center, 601 Allen St. Call for
time 422-9741.

12 13 14 15 16 17 18,
Every Sunday : Support group 60th Anniversary Dinner PNL .dttorlai Every Wed : Partners of (Incest) Film : /Am Cuba at Dryden
for former and current mental for the Peace Coucnii

meeting at
Peace Council. 4pm . Come

Survivors Anon mous 12-stY

	

M
Allen 1 st &

	

Thursdays : Gay &3rd
Theater, Rochester. Call for
time : 716-271-7607.patients . Sponsored by Alliance.

Plymouth Church . 3-5pm . Peggy Organizing Meeting . All join in. 472-5478.
mtg at Women's INFO, 601
St . 6-8pm . 451-7123. Lesbian Alliance meets at

Anne 475-4120 . interested are welcome to
begin planning this spring

Amnesty International Group
73 mtg ., Mundy Branch Public Forum on problems

Trinity Parish House, 523 W
Onondaga. 7 :30pm.

Peace Action
7:30pm . May

board meeting.
Memorial, 3800 E.

1112-11/14: National
Convention of Democratic
Socialists of America.

96 event. 7 PM at SPC
924 Bumet Ave

Library, 1204 S. Geddes St.
7 -9pm . Letter writing, updates

affecting CNY children : Crime.
See Nov. 1 for time & place. Syracuse Haiti Solidarity mtg.

6 :30pm. Plymouth Church, 232

Genesee St.

Reception &

478-7442.

display of works
Washington DC . Into contact
DSA, 180 Varick St., 12 R, NYC

pew for Animal Rights
business mtg . 7pm . Call

on cases . 668-7441.
Publication party for 1988 War

NAACP general mtg . 7pm.
NAACP Office, 1125 S. Salina

E. Onondaga St . downtown
Syracuse .

for Cheap Art
At Altered Space

show & Auction.
Gallery, 922

10014. 486-7877 for location . Resisters League Peace 422-6933 . Burnet Ave. 7-10pm.
Calendar at Plymouth Church, Public Forum on problems

1 9 20 232E. Onondaga St . 7pm.
Readings and discussion. 607- 22affsct1ng CNY children :

	

23
Hopes & Fears. See Nov. 1

24 25

Every Mon : "Radiovision" on 842-6858. for time & place.
Adelphia Cable Ch. 3 at 9pm . 11/24-11/25 : Intimations!

Mr. & M . Gay Empire State Presented by Syracuse 21 Peace Newsletter Days of Protest Against War
Pageant open to all female Community Radio . Mailing Party at SPC, Toys & Violence in Children's
Impersonators & gay men in NYS. 924 Burnet Ave . 5-7pm . Lives.
At Ryans Someplace Else, 410 Free Food! All welcome.
Pearl St. Syracuse. 9pm. Tickets Support & Self-Education Every Fri: Gay & Lesbian
$8/$10. 'Big City' theme . Roland Group for Parents & Friends of Peace Council organizational Young Adult meeting for ages
638-9743. Gay People meets at Plymouth maintenance committee 21-25. At Women's Info Center,

Church, 232 E . Onondaga St. meets at 7:30pm . 924 Bumet 601 Allen St. 422-9741 for time.
7:30pm . 474-4836. Ave . 472-5478.

26 27 28 29 Every Wed : Alliance
membership meeting . At

ECOH, 2nd fl ., corner of Wester,
uclkL

Publb Fonan on problems&
ublic or

	

on problems

30
vigil Against tfa Oath

s Circle
downtown

at yColum
racuuse.

se,

	

con.
downtown Syra

	

Noon. C

PLOWSHARES

R A FTS FA I RPeople for Animal Rights affecting CNY children : Margaret 637-3344.
business mtg . 7pm . Call success by Six . See Nov. 1 tar
488-7877 for location . time &place. To have your group's „ December 2, 10 am to 5 pm

Every Sunday, People's
60 Minutes .Adelphia

Every Wed : Syracuse
Community Choir rehearsal. At

Friend. a Dorothy Funp draialnpg
dinner. 5~0 - 7 PM at St.

event or meeting time
listed, call or send the

i \\ December 3, 12 pm to 5pm

Mark your calendar for our 25th anniversary show}Cable Ch . 3, 8pm . Pro- EGOH , corners of Westcat & vincints, vine. st. In Syracuse. Info to SPC. 472-5478.
doted by Peace Council . Euclid. New members welcome . SO - $15 sliding-,cafe donation. Den- deadline : 11/20. Southwest Community Ctr, 401 South Ave, Syracuse

7:15pm. Karen 426-6724. Call 471-6853 .



'ME MSli •
They will perform alf their old hits, and a few new one It will not suck.

at the Club Chameleon
Bear Street at 690
(corner of Pulaski & Bear St, Syracuse)

WITH MENG MNIJM

	

oovWilber
wA

Tickets $8 - 20
Sliding Scale
(general admission-
pay what you can
at the door)

A Benefit for the Syracuse Peace Council (315) 472-5478
and an unforgettable evening of spoken word and music.

PL64L 544teseA41 S1244

Educate, Agitate, Organize

Su
924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478

EverYon
~16/older welcome 9.O P
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