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THE 5YRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
New people are always welcome to join any of these activites . Contact
SPC at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

Collectives, Committees & Projects
SPC Staff

	

Bookkeeper

	

SPC-Press
Bill Mazza

	

Duane Hardy

	

Paul Pearce

• The Front Room Bookstore SPC Council:
Committee

	

Marge Rusk, Beth Mosley,
• Program Committee Daniella Levy-Salzman,
• Political Action Committee Carl Mellor, Susan Adair
• Organizational Maintenance

Committee

	

• Pledge Coordinator : Pat Hoffman

The Peace Newsletter
The PNL Committee meets the first three Wednesdays of each
month at 9 :30 AM. Call SPC for location.

Editorial Committee : Ed Kinane, elana levy, Bill Mazza,
Carole Resnick, Nancy Rhodes
Production Committee : Susan Ashley, Joy Meeker, Andy
Molloy
Poetry Editor : Michelle Brisson
Graphics Coordinator : Anita Welych

SPC Projects : 472-5478
• Plowshares Craftsfair
• SPC-TV Paul Pearce
• Fair Trial for Mumia Coalition

Volunteer Coordinator: Paul Frazier
Volunteers

Chuck Durand, Rae Kramer, Mardea Warner, Karen Kerney,
Amy Bartell, Vanessa Williams, Margaret Birdlebaum, Kathy

Barry, Brian Caufield, Fredrick Noyes, Michelle Brisson, Jolie
Rickman, Lance Hogan, Bill Hammier, Thano Paris, Sylvia

Burgess, Daniel Bowers, Carol Baum

Statement of purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded In 1936, is an

antiwar/social justice organization . It Is community-based, autono -
mous and funded by the contributions of its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation In any form will no longer exist . It
challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As
members, we work to replace Inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social Injustices cannot be understood In Isola-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots . SPC stresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression . A fundamental basis for peace and justice Is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process ofdecision-making that responds to the
needs of us all .

Alliances, Coalitions & Contacts
ACLU-CNY
Barrie Gewanter

	

471-2821
P .E.A.C.E ., Inc.
Louis Clark 470-3300

Alliance-Psychiatric System People Against the Death Penalty
Survivors 637-3344
George Ebert

	

475-4120 People for Animal Rights
Alternative Media Network 488-PURR (7877)
Tim Brachocki

	

425-8806
Alternatives to Violence Project

Persons With AIDS Support
Hotline

Jay Liestee

	

499-0845
American Friends Service

Sandra
Physicians for Social

471-5911

Committee

	

475-4822 Responsibility 488-2140
Animal Defense League Planned Parenthood 475-5525

479-9105 Reconsider
ARISE

	

472-3171
Atlantic States Legal Foundation

Nick or Alex Elye
Religion : Other

422--6231

475-1170 Phoenix or Kat 474-8801
Central America/Caribbean
Coalition Shirley Novak 446-6099

Recycle First
Rose Center

471-2806

Citizens Against Radioactive Teri Cameron 422-3426
Dumping

	

607/7536271 Sarah House 475-1747
CNY Center for Occupational Save the County 637-6066
Health and Safety 471- SEEDS

	

607/749-2818
6187 Seneca Peace Council 568-2344
CNY Environment Service Employees Int'I
Janine DeBai se 437-6481 Chris Binaxis 424-1750
CNY N.O .W. 487-3188 Sierra Club
CUSLAR (607) 255-7293 Sue Carlson 445-1663
EON/Trangender Community
Angela Brightfeather

	

475-5611
Fair Housing Council of CNY
Merrilee Witherell

	

471-0518
Fair Trial for Mumia Committee

Small Claims Court Action
Center

	

443-1401
Social Workers for Peace
Dick Mundy

	

445-0797
Socialist Party
Ron Ehrenreich

	

478-0793
Spanish Action League
Sam Velasquez

	

471-3762

472-5478
Food Bank of CNY

	

458-1554
Friends of the Fillipino People
John & Sally Brule

	

445-0698
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 422-5732
Gay/Lesbian/BisexualStudent

Student African-Amer. Society
443-4633

Student Environmental Action
Coalition
Mike San Fill ppo

	

423-5607
Assoc. (SU)

	

443-3599
Haiti Solidarity
Ann Tiffany

	

478-4571
Hemlock Society
Betty Bentley

	

463-1782
Hotel Employees 150

	

437-0373
Jail Ministry

	

424-1877

Syracuse Community Choir
Karen Mihalyi

	

428-8724
Syracuse Corn muniity Radio
Frederic Noyes 437-9579,478-5215
Syracuse Cooperative Federal
Credit Union

	

471-1116
Syracuse Cultural Workers

Kenlark Center for Creative
Spirituality
Bourke Kennedy
Lesbian/Gay Youth
NAACP
Van Robinson

685-5414
443-3599

422-6933

Dik Cool

	

474-1132
Syracuse Green Party 471-1611
Syracuse N.O.W.

	

472-3294
Syr. Real Food Coop

	

472-1385
Syracuse Solidarity

	

423-9736Natural Organic Farmers Assoc.
Ammie Chickering
New Environ. Assoc.
NYPIRG
Onon. Audobon

365-2299
446-8009
476-8381
457-7731

Syracuse United Neighbors
Rich Puchalski

	

476-7475
S.U . for Animal Rights 443-4199
University Democrats

Onon. Women's Political Caucus Syracuse University

	

443-0958
Lora Lee Buchta 457-4739 Urban League
Open Hand Theatre Don Bardo

	

472-6955
Geoff Navias 476-0466 Veterans For Peace
Pax Christi Ray Stewart

	

422-5023
Frank Woolever 446-1693 Witness for Peace Delegations
Peace Action of CNY Nancy Gwin 422-4689
Diane Swords 478-7442 Women's Center (SU) 443-4268
Peace Brigades International Women's Health Outreach
Ed Kinane

	

478-4571 425-3653
Women's INFO Center 478-4636

~(If you do not see your group listed, please call & we will add it to the list .)

	 Syracuse Peace Council924 Burnet Ave . Syracuse, N .Y. 13203 (315) 472-54783



In This Issue:
Arty, arty, arty . Lots of photos (or "fotos"

depending of the fotogrofer) . Anyway, no
need to worry, we've managed to fit in a little
text full of the information on all the activities
that you love so well. We have labor, we have
prisoners, we have poverty, we have wealth,
we have anniversaries, big, bad, boom-weap-
ons, cuba, cuba and more cuba, a response to
a response on animal rights, and all your

— Bill Mazza

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1936, is the oldest community-based
peace and justice organization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve some basic func-
tions as the internal organ ofSPC and as a forum for
articles which discuss issues of concern to the
peace movement. The opinions expressed in the
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself. While we are not able to print every possible
viewpoint, we do welcome letter and article sub-
missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

The PNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates . Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give cred-
its. For-profit groups, please inquire.

The PNL is available on microfilm from
University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd ., Ann
Arbor, MI 48106.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S .,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15 . The PNL is free to prisoners
and low-income people. Your organization, co-op,
etc . can receive 5-25 PNLs each month . Ourcircu-
lation is 4500.

We can be reached by e-mail at
WRMAllA@mailbox.syr .edu

Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs . We al-
ways need your support . Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Bumet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.
PNL Distributors (We Need You Too!)

Thano Paris, Pat Hoffman, Elinor Cramer,
Chuck Durand, Marge Rusk, Duane Hardy, Bill
Hammler, Sylvia Burgess
Mailing Party Helpers

Ann Tiffany, Chuck Durand, Chris
Spies-Rusk, Marge Rusk, Dave Edelstein, Jolie
Rickman, Daniella Levy-Salzman, Joan
Goldberg, Doug Igelsrud, Diane Swords, Joe
Leonard
December Issue Deadlines
Articles Nov 14
Ads Nov 21
Calendar Items Nov 21
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About the cover : by elana levy

jon and erik (11 and 13) came over to the car as soon as we
pulled into a parking space in the tourist section of habana vieja (old
havana) . they had come over to ask us to give them something . my
cuban friend, norma, instead of chasing them away or scolding them,
looked at their jeans and shoes, and said to them: you're not poor . they
agreed, and jon said : no one in cuba is poor. norma then talked to them
about how they could be helpful to tourists . she suggested they learn
about the history of the buildings, when they were built, for what, for
whom. they began to tell her what they already knew of their neighbor-
hood. i learned so much from watching norma with them.

from then on jon, erik, norma and i became friends . both of them
were always extremely courteous and respectful to us . in the time i had
left in cuba we saw them a couple of times more . when we took them to
a pizza place, i asked them what they wanted, they both replied:
whatever's cheapest.

favorite community groups.
What
more
could
you
need?
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SPC News of Note

Yippie Volunteers!
We had a wonderfully successful volunteer

appreciation concert/fundraiser on Oct . 10 at the
Westcott Community Center . The event featured
Nick Orthts desserts (which disappeared en-
tirely by the evening 's close) and goodies by
Daniella Levy-Salzman and Ann Tiffany.

As if that wasn't enough, we also heard the
singing and songwriting of both Jolie Rickman's
premier performance outside the open-mike cir-
cuit, and the spectacular Colleen Kattau, accom-
panied by Jim Deutch and David Pandori . A
fabulous night of music, laughter and festivities
(complete with sugar and caffeine, of course).

For those of you unable to attend, bummer.
But, rest assured, you can get a copy of Colleen's
recently released, must-hear CD, "About Time ."
Write to Colleen at 4211 Rte. 13, Truxton, NY
13158 . They were $15 each at our event, so you
may want to include postage . The CD is also
available at My Sisters' Words, 304 N . McBride
in Syracuse. It' s fresh, it's new, it's cool . (The
CD will probably be available at the Plowshares
Craftsfair too yet another reason to go!)

The Danger of Education
Time to rant. It seems that the Syracuse

University Department of Safety (meaning "Se-
curity," meaning "bops") is jealous that the
SUNY system (State University of New York)
security guards get to have guns, that they want
guns too . Or at least weapons.

See, there is actually a SUNY school right
on campus (SUNY-ESF), so the SU pseudo-cops
must hate that, just inches away, are uniforms
with hardware, when their uniforms have none.

Anyway, last year SU tried for guns, and
hundreds of SU students activated and stopped
them. Thtis year, the ever-sly security department
asked only for billy-clubs and pepper-spray via
"The Enhanced Authority Act." (And of course,
the so-called harmless pepper spray has been
linked to 60 deaths in the US .) Of course, "En-
hanced Authority" also includes the "right" to
warrantless search and seizure, the "right" to
arrest and detain, and the "right" to pursue off
campus . Evil, evil, evil.

So it had to be okayed by the Syracuse
Common Council, and today (10/28) was the
vote. Between 70 and 100 students went to the
Council meeting, but we assume it passed, At
press time, we still have no word on the vote, but
the vote won't be the last word.

Look for more details on this privately-
owned police force in an upcomming PNL.

— Bill Mazza

OM Committee Up and Running
The organizational/maintenance committe

(OM) of the Peace Council is responsible for
the upkeep of the Syracuse Peace Council's
house and grounds. We were rejuvenated at
the recent SPC retreat and are attempting to
tackle some of the more pressing structural
demands . The back roof leaks, a window re-
mains broken, wild grape vines are ensnaring
our old backyard cherry tree—these sort of
problems will be dealt with. A larger issue for
the committee is the use of space in the house
and how to more efficiently use it . If you'd like
to become involved, please call Andy or Daniel
(475-5522 or 446-7435) . We hope to meet
twice a month with frequent work parties of 2-
4 hour time duration.

—Andy Molloy &Daniel Bowers

Plowshares Craftsfalr Almost Here
Our 26th annual craftsfair will be held on

December 7 and 8 at the Southwest Commu-
nity Center in Syracuse. The show will again
feature over 50 local crafters, tasty food offer-
ings by Beth Mosley and Nick Orth, and an
assortment of musicians, performers, and dance
troupes from around Syracuse.

The craftsfair committee is operating on a
slightly less frenetic pace than for last year's
25th anniversary extra-special show . Two new
committee members (Vanessa Williams and

CI Enclosed $12 for one Year

a

	

$ additional donation
a Please contact me

	

!
about getting involved!
ti New Subscription

La P..enewal

Amy Bartell) have helped to fill in Barb Floch's
shoes . Barb had been a long-time member of
the committee and recently moved on from
Syracuse.

Despite all this energy organizing the Peace
Council's biggest fundraising event of the year,
the call must once again go out for VOLUN-
TEERS! Over 25 folks are needed . Please
consider signing up for a 1-2 hour shift . Vari-
ous roles include:
• front and back door greeters
• folks to help the craftspeople unload on

Friday evening
• setup and clean up crews (Friday and

Sunday evenings) .
• folks to give crafters relief breaks dur-

ing the show
• Peace Council table volunteers
• raffle table volunteers (you get to wear

marvelous hats)
• Front Room Bookstore volunteers
• publicity (hang up posters, prepare

press mailings, etc .)
• childcare

Please call Karen Kerney to sign up for a
shift (469-0403). Your time will be greatly
appreciated . Look for the craftsfair program in
the December issue of the Peace Newsletter.

—Andy Molloy
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The Right to Work and Live
The Larger Meaning of the Landis Labor Struggle
Pat Rector

ONE OF THE MOST significant labor
struggles in the country is taking place

at Landis Plastics Inc., in Solvay, New York,
just beyond the city limits of Syracuse.

To be sure, unorganized workers in other
parts of the nation face constant threats of job
loss, safety problems, and not-so-subtle hints
that promotions go to those willing to give up
family life . That has become a way of life in
the American workforce for the past decade.

The struggle for dignity at Landis is a
watershed not only because of its immediate
impact on the lives of the workers, but also
because, for better or worse, it is a harbinger
of what may lie ahead, in some form, for all
workers, particularly the majority who don't
have the protection of a contract with their
employer.

A number of issues have converged in the
Landis fight that define its import for working
people.

A Multiplicity of Abuses
Outside of the "Third World," it's hard to

imagine a single employer shoehorning so
many abuses into one plant. Allegations of
abuse include physical (health and safety
problems), sexual and racial discrimination,
and violations of labor and workers compen-
sation laws.

The Landis plant, which makes plastic-
molded containers for yogurt, ice cream, but-
ter, and other food products, is less than two
years old. The plant's modem exterior belies a
quaint, antiquated management philosophy
which has largely fallen into disrepute among
the nation's most competitive manufacturing
enterprises.

For example, Landis has a demerit, or
point, system. Supervisors issue points to
workers for perceived infractions of company
rules . However, the rules are neither clear nor
consistently applied . A worker who cuts her
finger at her workstation can be pointed for
"contaminating" the product ; but she can also
be pointed if she leaves her station to get a
Band-Aid.

Although one might challenge the wis-
dom of a system that punishes workers rather
than rewards them for quality work, point
systems are still in place in -a number of
industries . What makes Landis' system so
abusive is that points can lead to pay reduc-
tions and ultimately to firing.

Workers who pile up ten points receive a
50-cent per hour pay reduction . Fourteen points
leads to dismissal. When the starting salary at
the plant places most full-time workers just
above the poverty line, a 50-cent hourly reduc-
tion is a crushing blow.

The point system implemented in this
way creates a corporately-sanctioned fman-
cial incentive for supervisors to slap points on
workers whether such "discipline" is de-
served or not.

Here are some examples of how the point
system has been used this year:
• One single mother who was hit by a car

driven by a drunk driver accumulated points
because of her doctor-ordered absence.

•A man was told that he would be pointed if
he left to be at his wife's side at the hospital
when she went into labor.

• A woman was pointed after she rushed to
the emergency room when her young child
suffered serious burns to his chest.

• A worker whose house was made uninhab-

itable by a fire did not receive points for her
absence the day after, when she needed
to make arrangements with her insurance
company and find alternative housing . She
was told, however, that if a union were
established in the plant, management
would never have the flexibility to grant her
such leave.

The health and safety issues at Landis
have been widely reported by the local press,
as well as The New York Times. There is
nothing subtle about an amputation . Four
Landis workers have lost fmgers or parts of
fingers within the past year . What has not been
tolled is the emotional damage inflicted on the
lives of so many workers; yet it is as real as the
injured limbs or breathing impairments.

One would hope that the company strat-
egy for enhancing its bottom line is not as
cynical as it appears: to use workers until they
are injured, to point them out when they re-
ceive injuries, and devise a work environment

' so hostile racially, sexually and emotionally
that workers will leave numb from the encoun-
ter, unable to fight back.

Docility : A Corporate Quest
Evidence is mounting in the form of work-

ers' sworn testimony that Landis' hiring prac-
tices are designed to draw a work force that
would submit uncomplainingly to mistreat-
ment .

Workers were recruited who had just
come off welfare or were sought because their
status as single parents created intense eco-
nomic pressure—all the better to manipulate
them, my dear.

Landis management figured that immi-
grants with limited English skills might not
have much knowledge of their rights at the
workplace . More importantly, immigrants
would feel the intense pressure of limited job
opportunities and would put up with almost
any abuse in order to keep a job . This may be
a sneak preview of what lies ahead.

Landis, which has received considerable
public money, has hired Latinos and Vietnam-
ese to fulfill workplace diversity requirements.
But the company's hiring and retention record
of African Americans has been dismal, and is
in no way proportionate to their representation
in the workforce.

Landis struggle continued
on page 6
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Rose Coleman, ex-Landis worker and Linda Murphy
(still employed at the plant) at the Sept. 12 vigil .



How You Can Help
Landis Struggle
continued from page 5

Stereotyped thinking about categories of
people perceived as uppity or compliant has
tragic consequences . Workplace diversity re-
quirements should not pit one ethnic group
against another.

Employers who hire members of some
minority groups for the purpose of avoiding
the hiring of others are misusing the law and
should be held accountable by the entire com-
munity . Everyone concerned about civil rights
and fair hiring practices needs to monitor
Landis' conduct in this regard.

Those who are prejudiced against one
group tend to apply stereotyped thinking
against other groups as well . Therefore, it's
not surprising that women at Landis are also
victims of stereotyping . Women workers, par-
ticularly those who support the union drive
organized by the United Steelworkers of
America, have been subjected not only to
sexual insults, but also have been told that
they need not apply for the higher-paying
"men's jobs" because the men have to support
families.

If anyone in CNY thought that work-
places of the 1990s were free of such bigotry,
the Landis situation should be a wake-up call.
Economic desperation and the removal of
safety nets wrought by welfare "reform" will
likely force millions of Americans into work-
places like Landis.

But not only factory workers face harm.
With access to a cheap and desperate labor
force of low-wage workers, employers will be
tempted to keep their current labor force sub-
dued and overworked.

Most US workers don't realize that with-
out the protection of a labor union, they can be
fired for almost any reason. In most situations,
a company's written policies and procedures
can be set aside at an employer's whim.

What's Held Sacred:
Clergy and Community Step In

Members of the Labor-Religion Coali-
tion (LRC) of Central New York had never
heard of Landis Plastics when the LRC orga-
nized its Fast of 40 Hours in March of this
year .

But the fast for economic justice became
the spiritual starting point that propelled the
group to unite and act when it learned of the
sufferings of so many Landis workers . The
participation of this interfaith group was piv-
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otal in bringing the plight of the workers to the
attention of the community and now, to the
nation.

In late summer, after many attempts to
dialogue with Landis management, three clergy
entered the plant. A fourth woman had just
suffered amputation at the plant . Clergy felt
the situation was urgent and pleaded for a
meeting with management . Landis officials
stated at that time that they would never meet
with clergy to discuss these problems.

The LRC immediately organized a press
conference, sounding a moral alarm, and urg-
ing all people to pray for the safety of the
Landis workers.

Every Thursday at 4 PM., people of con-
science gather in front of the Milton Avenue
plant to pray in ways which respect their own
and other spiritual traditions.

Their prayers and presence are moral
witness in solidarity with those who have been
hurt by events within the plant . Everyone is
encouraged to attend . Even though the weather
is growing colder, no one has suggested to
cancel or postpone the vigil (although it may
be shortened to a half-hour).

Said one Landis worker, "That weekly
vigil, that community support, is what gets me
through the week ."

Pathas been involved in human rights
work for 32 years . She is a member of the
Steering Committee of the Labor-Religion
Coalition and belongs to May Memorial
Unitarian Universalist Society.

db

• Attend a 4 PM Thursday vigil,
sponsored by the Labor-Religion
Coalition in front of the plant, 1500
Milton Avenue in Solvay . If you ,
cannot be there, take a minute to
pray or meditate in support of
those affected.

•Invitean LRC speaker and/or Landis
worker to your house of worship,
social responsibility committee, adult
forum or civic group.

• Support the interfaith Labor-Reli-
gion Coalition . Call Ed Griffin-Nolan
at 471-4953 for more information
about its on-going activities

• Demand as a taxpayer that politi-
cians strengthen the code of con-
duct of private corporations when
they receive public money and tax
abatements.

• SupportCNY's Occupational Health
and Safety Agency, which has been
recently threatened with budget cuts.

• Examine your conscience and con-
duct at your own workplace ; be-
come more knowledgeable about
the labor movement.

• Attend the Women's Rally for Jus-
tice, sponsored by the local chapter
of the National Organization for
Women (NOW) at noon on Satur-
day, November 9 in front of the
Landis Plastics plant.

Landis Plastics workers Beverly Mansian, Mercela Mauro, Kathy Saumier, Cindy LaFountain, Larraine
Baker, Doreen Esposito (USWA), Sue Kot and her son at vigil in front of factory . Foto by elana levy.



T he Return of S abo (or just when you though it was safe to go back to the courtroom)

Update On the Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal
Thano Paris

0N OCTOBER FIRST in a hearing be-
fore Philadelphia Court of Common

Pleas, Judge Albert Sabo cross-examined
Veronica Jones for over two and a half hours.
Veronica was a witness to the shooting death
of Officer Faulkner . In her testimony Jones
explained how, at the time of Mumia's origi-
nal 1981 trial, police detectives offered her a
lighter sentence on charges she was then fac-
ing . In exchange, Jones retracted her original
statement that she had seen two men run from
the scene of the shooting where Mumia was
found. The defense explained that Jones had
changed her social security number numerous
times and had livedunder several aliases which
made her difficult to locate until relatively
recently.

During her testimony last October Jones
was repeatedly warned by the Judge and pros-
ecution that lying under oath is punishable by
a seven year sentence. Despite this warning
Jones maintained that police detectives pres-
sured her into changing her testimony. Later
Judge Sabo allowed two New Jersey State
Troopers into the court to arrest Jones for

passing a bad check.
Jones' bail was quickly
raised, thanks to the
many who wired money.

The Pennsylvania
Supreme Court has ruled
that Judge Sabo must
decide whether to allow
Jones' testimony to be
added to the record of last year's hearing . This
record will then be submitted to the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court. This is very important
to Mumia's case since Jones' testimony raises
significant questions about police involve-
ment in Mumia's case and his guilt . To voice
support for the inclusion of Jones' testimony
in the record you can contact:

• Judge Albert Sabo : (215) 686-5100 ; Fax:
(215) 563-1623.

• Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Rob-
ert Nix, Suite 500 Widener Building, One
South Penn Square, Philadelphia, PA
19107; ( 215) 560-6388.

• Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice
Ralph Cappy, Pennsylvania Supreme
Court, 3130 Oxford Court, Pittsburgh, PA
15219; (412) 565-2700 ; Fax: 215-560-
6388 . "1

Thano Is a high school student and a
member of the Syracuse Fair Trial for Mumia
Committee.

"Let Them Eat Cake"
Disney CEO Daily Wage 100,000 Times that of Disney Employees In

VN 1995 THE CHIEF Executive Officer
(CEO) of Disney corporation, Michael

Eisner made an average of $292,871 per day,
or just about 100,000 times the daily wage of
the workers who produce Disney clothes and
dolls in Haiti . In Haiti, Disney Corporation
uses subcontractors who pay workers the so-
called "legal" wage of 28 cents an hour . "Just
because it's legal, don't make it right ."**

It would take a Haitian worker 166 years
of working full-time, year around, to earn as
much as Mr. Eisner makes in one day. The
clothes and dolls Haitian workers make sell
for about 100 times what they are paid.

Though much has been made of Kathie
Lee Gifford's public exposure of similar con-
ditions for women workers in Honduras . How-
ever, she herself has not sacrificed much of the
profits she's gained by exploiting Nicaraguan
workers for her clothing line . A contrite Gifford

said on TV that "up to 50°10 of the profits of her
line go to the little children." In fact about one-
tenth of the profits, $1 million out of approxi-
mately $10 million, went to charity . The other
$9 million she kept . The move to Nicaragua
from Honduras of her Wal-Mart line of cloth-
ing is a move to a country where workers are
paid even less.

Kathie Lee Gifford's daily TV show is
syndicated by Disney corporation.

Information comes from EXTRA!, Sept/

Oct 1996 issue . Compiled by elana levy.

LTEC is a regular PNL feature giving
factual information on the gross inequality in
the US. Contributions are welcomed.

* Queen Marie Antionette's (1755-93) response to the French
crowd demanding bread, just before the French revolution

** Refrain of a rap written and performed by Michael, Africa, Jr . at a
conference in support of Mumia Abu Jamal .
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How We Remember
My Lai Anniversary Update
Nancy Rhodes

IN JULY WE REPORTED on the My Lai
Commemorative Campaign, the current

project of US Army Capt . Lawrence
Rockwood . March 16, 1998 marks the 30th
anniversary of the four-hour massacre of over
500 unarmed villagers by C-Company troops
under US Lt. William Calley at My Lai in
Vietnam. The MLCC was formed earlier this
year and includes military, human rights work-
ers and others seeking official US recognition
of the massacre and US representation at the
1998 services in Vietnam . MLCC bases its
work on the UN Declaration of Human Rights
and the Nuremburg Principles.

Many Central New Yorkers recall
Rockwood's court martial at Fort Drum last
year for his attempt to inspect a Port-au-Prince
prison for human rights abuse during the US
invasion of Haiti ( see 5 & 6/95 PNL). One of
his role models was Capt . Hugh C. Thompson,
Jr., the helicopter pilot who interrupted the My
Lai massacre. Thompson, who is part of
MLCC"s efforts, testified during Rockwood's
court martial regarding officers' duties to pro-
tect human rights during military operations.

My Lai caused a wrenching controversy.
Hugh Thompson was awarded the Distin-

guished Flying Cross and assisted the Peers
Commission's investigation, but he was casti-
gated by the House Armed Services Commit-
tee for embarrassing the Pentagon. Those
ghosts persist. Rockwood says he's been told
many younger US officers believe My Lai
never happened. But both the Associated Press
here and the British media covered his visit to
Vietnam for the 28th anniversary . Rockwood
praises TIME/LIFE's 60th anniversary issue
for covering both My Lai and "post WWII
credibility crises" regarding human rights in
the US.

He recently reported updates:
• Clinton's nomination of Florida Rep.

Douglas "Pete" Peterson as first US Am-
bassador to Hanoi was
hamstrung "amid bick-
ering" with the Repub-
lican-run Congress in
the July Senate confir-
mation

	

hearings.
Peterson is a former
Vietnam POW, and
MLCC saw his nomi-
nation as encouraging.
Confirmation might
occur in early January
when Congress recon-
venes.

•Congress, the Army and
Defense Departments
and the White House

got hundreds of letters supporting My
Lai recognition and Peterson's appoint-
ment . MLCC plans further dialogue with
elected officials after the Novemberelec-
tion.

• This month MLCC will convey $1,000
toward the preparation of the Son My
(My Lai) Memorial Site in Vietnam.

• The US Holocaust Museum has declined
to consider establishing a My Lai exhibit
here in the US in 1998 . MLCC is explor-
ing an alternative exhibit with the
Weisenthal Center and Anmesty Inter-
national USA.

The MLCC has no paid staff. All dona-
tions defray costs directly related to
the 30th anniversary project. Con-
tributions must be made payable to
"The Disarm Education Fund,"
mailed c/o Ramsey Clark, 36 East
12th Street, New York 10003 . Capt.
Rockwood can be reached via e-
mail at <soldier@igc .apc .org> and
the MLCC maintains a home-page
at <www.derechos.org/mlcc/>.

Nancy covered
Rockwood's court martial for the
PNL and the MLCC (7/96). She has
just Joined the PNL's editorial
committee after two years of
editing Policing By Consent for the
National Coalition on Police
Accountability.

A&E Transport Hires Union Busters
Bus Drivers and Monitors Struggle to Unionize

A&E TRANSPORT, used by the city
school district to transport students, has

hired PTI Labor Research Inc, a firm special-
izing in union-busting, to break the SEIU
200B union-organizing drive among the
bus drivers and bus monitors . The moni-
tors are paid the minimum wage, $4.75
per hour, and the drivers are paid $7.75,
which is considerably lower than the stan-
dard schoolbus driver wage.

Monitors and drivers often work a

mere four hours per day. They are not paid for
any waiting time between jobs, nor for sick
days, vacation, etc .—no benefits what so ever.
In fact even though A&E is paid by the school
district for mow days, the workers get noth-
ing . Most of the 170 people employed in

Syracuse by A&E trans-
port are women, and 70%
are people of color.

The union esti-
mates that A&E pays the
union-busting consultants
$2000 per day, or $250 per
hour, plus expenses. In-

stead of hiring these high-priced company
goons for six weeks, with the same money it
could just about increase every bus monitor's
and bus driver's salary by 50 cents an hour for
one full year.

This is an example of what's meant by
class war. A&E Transport isn't saving money
by hiring these suit-and-tie goons : they 're out
to keep absolute control over the working
conditions at "their" company.

The union election is November 15 . To
provide support call Janine Yodanis or Bob
Tompkins at Service Employees International
Union, 424-1750.
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White Icon or Attila?
Some Questions for Colin Powell at SU
Sam Smith
(adapted for the PNL by Ed Kinane)

Why' ( y en . Powell''

ON TUES., NOV. 12 General Colin
Powell will be speaking to classes at

Syracuse University at the invitation of the
Maxwell School of Citizenship . Rumors that
Powell will speak publicly the following
evening now appear unfounded . In any event
students, the public and the press should be
prepared to question this man closely.

The following sample questions mostly
were adapted from Sam Smith's, "A few ques-
tions for General Powell," which appeared in
the Nov. 1995 Progressive Review . This feisty
newsletter is available for $17 per year
from1739 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington
DC 20009, (202) 232-5544.

H
OW MANY PEOPLE—troops and ci-
vilians—did your troops kill during the
Gulf Massacre?

How many tens of thousands of civilians have
died in Iraq since the end of the war because
of our bombing of civilian infrastructure?

Why did we have to kill that many?
How many dead Iraqi

draftees did your
troops bulldoze into
mass graves?

Wasn't the immolation
of retreating Iraqi sol-
dims along the"High-
way of Death" a bit
excessive?

How much radioactive
material did you leave
in the Iraqi desert?

Did weever sell or give biological or chemical
warfare agents to the Iraqi government and
is this what the Gulf War Syndrome is all

"I would be surprised if another
Iraq occurred . . . . Think hard
about it, I'm running out of
demons . I'm running out of
villains . . . . I'm down to Castro
and Kim II Sung ."

— Joint Chief of Staff Chair-
man Colin Powell, April 1991

How many Panamanians did our troops bury
in mass graves?

How do you justifiy the censorship,
disinformation and misinformation provided
by the military during the Gulf Massacre
and our invasion of Panama?

During the US invasion of Viet Nam, why did
you help cover up allegations of a massacre
of 400 Vietnamese by our troops at My Lai?

What steps, if any, did you take to stop war
crimes in Viet Nam such as the shooting of
unarmed civilians from US helicopters?

Iran-Contra special prosecutor Lawrence
Walsh characterized your testimony in his
investigation as "atleastmisleading ." Why?

The Pentagon has had more than $30 billion in
"problem disburse-
ments"—i.e. money
it has spent but can't
or won't account for.
What, if anything,
did you do while you
were Chief of Staff
to make the Penta-
gon accountable for
that discrepancy?
About half the front-

line troops in the Gulf Massacre were from
ethnic minorities. Does this reflect your
concern for civil rights?

Why are more veterans than non-veterans
unemployed, homeless or imprisoned?

This past September, under pressure, the
Pentagon fmally acknowledged that torture
and other war crimes were taught at the US
Army's School of the Americas throughout
the eighties . As Chief of Staff why did you
allow the Pentagon to condone and cover up
those crimes?

THE FIFTH SPEAKER in Syracuse
University's Maxwell School of Citizenship
and Public Affairs series titled "Maxwell
Agenda '96," arrives in Syracuse on Tuesday,
Nov. 12. General Colin Powell joins (in order
over the past year) the notorious Newt Gingrich,
second-in-command of the Pentagon John
White, Dept . of Health and Human Services
representative Mr. Primas and ex-Colorado
Governor Lamb, whose recent bid for Perot's
Reform Party presidential nomination brought
him national publicity.

Both Gingrich and White were met with
protests by a coalition of community and stu-
dents. In each case attention was directed at
Maxwell's conservative agenda and their $8.1
million Department of Defense (DOD) con-
tract. The Maxwell grant represents what gradu-
ate student Ali Shehzad Zaidi claims is the
increasing trend of partnership between the
military and universities . (Z Magazine, 10/96).
The Maxwell grant cemented SU's position as
one of the top-ten DOD contracting universi-
ties in the US.

However, there seems to be a reluctance
protesting Powell's arrival . This may be due, in

part, to his positive image in the mainstream
media, bolstered by the release of an autobiog-
raphy in 1995 . There is also a hesitancy (with
reason) to publicly criticize an African-Ameri -
can man who has achieved a position of power
and respect in our racist society.

However, as withany US General "worth
his salt," his record is far from spotless . For
example:
• Powell was part of the attempted cover-
up of the My Lai massacre, after he ar-
rived in Viet Nam in 1968.

• Powell directed the sale of TOW and
HAWK missiles to Iran during the Iran-
Contra affair, and was found to be "at
least misleading " during the Iran-Contra
investigations, for covering-up info re-
garding Casper Weinberger.

• He is a General in the US Army and
played an active role in conflicts such as
the massacre of Iraqi soldiers and civil-
ians during the Gulf War.

Powell will be speaking to a number of
classes on Nov . 12, closed to all but Maxwell
students . SPC will be participating in an event
titled: Confronting Violence on Campus: A
Dialogue on Colin Powell's Visit to SU, at
noon . Call SPC at 472.5478 for the location.
Join us and confront the organized militariza-
tion of our campuses . I

I► — Bill Mazza

about?
Or was it the untested experimental drug you

made your soldiers take as a supposed pro-
tection aginst chemical warfare—and which
some consider a leading suspect in Gulf
War Syndrome?

How many civilians did our troops kill in
Panama?

Confronting Violence on
Campus:

A Dialogue In Conjunction with
Colin Powell's Visit to SU
Tuesday, Nov 12 at noon.

Call SPC at 472-5478 for the
location .
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Dis-Arming Success
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Signed by the UN
Mary Giegengack-Jureller

TUESDAY, September 24the mem-
ber states of the 51st General Assembly

of the United Nations signed a version of the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) that
had been passed in a special session of the
50th UN General Assembly (UNGA) on Sept.
10 . President Clinton addressed the assembly
the day of the signing ceremony.

The UN Conference on Disarmament,
met in Geneva during the summer, and could
not arrive at a consensus that would have
allowed it to submit the CTBT directly to the
UNGA . India, in particular, would not agree to
a treaty that allowed the "haves" —USA,
Russia, Britain, France and China—to main-
tain their nuclear arsenals while preventing
the "have nots" from having the technology or
doing the testing that would enable them to
have nuclear weapons. Non-nuclear countries
who are interested in going nuclear would
only need to commit sufficient economic re-
sources to achieve this goal.

Because of the stalemate at the Confer-
ence on Disarmament, Australia submitted
the text of the treaty directly to the General
Assembly . The vote on Sept. 10 was 158 in
favor, three opposed (Libya, India and Bhutan,
whose foreign policy India controls), and five
abstentions (Cuba, Lebanon, Syria, Tanzania
and Mauritius.) Nineteen member nations were
absent or did not vote. (The delegate from

North Korea left the room in time to be absent
from the vote .)

Peace activists throughout the world held
a variety of activities for the day of the signing,
including a noontime Syracuse gathering at
Firemen's Park downtown, accompanied by
the ringing of church bells . Bells from around
the world, including
more than a dozen
local churches, tolled
51 times to announce
51 years of nuclear
explosions con-
ducted by the USA
and a few other
nuclear states . For
whom did the bells
toll? For the tens of
thousands who have
died or been perma-
nently injured by the
explosions and for all
who live in fear of
nuclear annihilation.
The bells tolled t'for thee." It is the hope and
prayer of all the world that the tolling of these
bells truly calls for an end to the era of "inter-
national security" achieved through the use or
threat of nuclear weapons.

What can this CTBT accomplish, and
should we view it as a victory for nuclear
disarmament? These are not easy questions to
answer. Even if the CTBT does not enter into
force, lacking the 44 nations required to ratify
it, it does represent a public commitment by
the major nuclear states to stop from using
explosives in all further nuclear tests . This will

save all the inhabitants of Mother Earth from
one source of further carcinogenic radiation
and from the production of additional toxic
nuclear waste from such tests.

This treaty will not prevent countries like
the US from carrying out "sub-critical" tests
(tests that do not yield nuclear radiation) or

from continuing to
use computer tech-
nology to develop
new nuclear weap-
ons . Yet in signing
the treaty, Heads of
State are making a
clear public commit-
ment not to conduct
further explosions.
The CTBT may help
restrain the nuclear
states from deploy-
ing new nuclear war-
heads.

So, we can surely
view the CTBT as a

step in the right direction . Our work, however,
is cut out for us . We need to continue to push
forward together to accomplish the following
goals . We must:
• convince our own government to prove its
good faith by abandoning any further re-
finement of nuclear weapons and by work-
ing to decrease its vast nuclear arsenal.

• call upon the US government to demon-
strate the seriousness of its commitment
by cancelling its planned series of so-
called "sub-critical" underground tests and
closing down the Nevada Test Site.

• urge the US government to begin START
III negotiations with Russia, to mutually
reduce arsenals.

• urge the US government to cooperate with
the recommendations of the Canberra
Commission, which outline specific steps
for all nations to take to achieve complete
nuclear disarmament.

• join the local Abolition 2000 committee,
part of a network of organizations and
individuals throughout the world working
to get a nuclear abolition treaty signed by
the year 2000.

If you would like to help with any of these
goals, please call Peace Action at 478-7442.

Mary teaches ethics at Le Moyne
College and mecical ethics at St. Joseph's
Hospital Health Center.Activists gathered in downtown Syracuse the day the test ban treaty is signed . Photos by Ruth Putter.

Geoff Navias accepts an offering from Peace Action
staffperson Diane Swords.
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questions most often asked on cuba
spc photo-journalist offers answers about our southern neighbor
elana levy

havana's well known for its well-preserved 50s american cars . the u .s . began the economic '
embargo against cuba in the early 1950s . so the american cars in cuba are from 1958 and
earlier. all u .s . parts have to be tooled by cuban mechanics because of the blockade.

how do you get to cuba?
i have travelled to cuba several times in

the past four years . it is the u.s . government
that doesn't want me to travel to cuba . u .s.
citizen's are prohibited from going to cuba as
tourists by u.s. law. only the u .s . forbids its
citizens from enjoying this beautiful island 90
miles from the u .s . border. i travel as a journal-
ist, flying from nassau, the bahamas.

why cuba?
i originally travelled to cuba to learn what

life was like in a socialist society. for example:
i have a friend in cuba and a friend in the u .s.
who each need an operation. of course i am
concerned about both. but i know that in cuba
mary will get the operation, be well cared for
in the hospital, will get good follow-up from
her neighborhood family doctor (one for every
150 families), and her neighborhood poly-
clinic two blocks away (where she can see a
specialist), and she won't have to pay any-
thing! my friend in the states, well, you know
the deal . can she afford to have the operation?
will she get the care she needs afterward? how
is she going to pay for medication? how will
she pay for her rent while she's recuperating?
i do wonder if my cuban friend, mary, will get
her medicines, because they might not be
available . Thanks to the u.s. economic block-
ade against cube . medicines are imported from
far away countries, which costs much more.

cubans are also totally proud of their
schools and universities which are free . lack
of"books, however, is a problem. the island of
cuba can't produce the paper it needs, another
area hit hard by the u .s . embargo.

i also wondered whether in a socialist
cuba i would find a smaller gap between those
who had more and those who had less.

in 1992, there weren't very rich cubans,
and no starving or homeless cubans either. the
disparity is still much much less than in our
own country, and no comparison to other third
world countries . since late 1993, however
with the legalization of the dollar economy,
the gap has grown. artists sell their works,

people operatepaladars (restaurants in homes
for 12 or less), mechanics fix cars, cab drivers,
hotel and restaurant workers receive tips (in
dollars). families with access to dollars can
buy better clothing, more varied food, small
household items, etc . which cubans earning
only in pesos can't afford.

rent, electricity, lunches at work, food in
the farmer's market and on each family's
ration card, movies, concerts and ballet, are
still in pesos . so everyone eats, and everyone
has a roof over their head . but those with
dollars definitely have it easier.

what other things have changed in
the last four years?

cuba has built up its tourist industry as a
way of getting badly needed dollars . with the
increase in the tourist trade has come the
increase in the sex trade. unfortunately, many
european and lain american men come prima-
rily to spend their time with jinotera/os. (the
word cubans use for the women and men,
often quite young, who hang around the ho-
tels.) in havana's hotels, restaurants, night-
clubs, one often sees elderly foreign men with
very young cuban women . it's one way for
cubans to get access to dollars.

hotels and stores are now often joint ven-
tures, with foreign companies. people who
work for them may receive part of their salary
in dollars too. petty thievery has become more

the state has also opened more places for
pesos : pizzerias, street food vendors and agri-
cultural markets. every time i return, more
peso and dollar stores have opened . the gov-
ernment sponsors gay bars with dancing and
drag shows, outdoor dances and entertain-
ment for young people . used book stands,
lemonade stands, sandwich trucks set up pri-
vately sell for pesos too. the streets are much
more lively than they were in 1992.

the contradictions are more evident as
cuba struggles to survive, cubans are doing
better now than a couple of years ago . they're
still going through a "special period ."

a lutta continua
we have to work to get rid of the mean and

unjustifiable u.s . economic and information
blockade of cuba. we're on the winning side of
this battle. the u .s .'s closest allies—canada,
europe and mexico—have loudly refused to
comply with the blockade. we too have to
continue to break it on all levels : by giving
material aid, traveling there and making per-
sonal connections.

db
elana is a member of the ABC (abolish

the blockade against cuba) committee.
she's organizing a 'crones for cubs' trip for
summer'97.

common in tourist areas as well—another way
of getting dollars.
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luchadora ailcla (fighter alicla) . two weeks after
this foto was taken allcia returned to guatemala
to reclaim her land, and to fight for her rights, as
a woman, to receive credit to farm the land.

s; .

pleased grandmother, havana . its a
pleasure and a privilege to take fotos
In cuba, because cubans love to have
their picture taken. when I go back,
I always search out the people In the
fotos so I can give them copies.

three generations, havana

falter In elegua in tere's
Initiated Into santeria
elegua is the god of tt
and endings . his color



we have and we"
will have socialism"
la rampa (23rd st),
tourist district,

currently on display at La Bamba
1305 Milton Ave in Solvey

ere, a santera, was
rs ago . the orisha
roads, beginnings
lick and red .

family portrait at the birthday of the,
saint. cubans celebrate the day they
were initiated into danteia annually.
santeria is the most popular religion in

\guba.	 /

(shave and a haircut . daycare center,
cienfuegos . daycare is universally
available and inexpensive .



Images of Strength and Struggle
A Review of elana levy's Photos of Cuba
Threrese Sacchetti

A T 1305 MILTON Ave. there is a unique
Mexican restaurant called La Bamba.

Within its walls, nestled among traditional
Spanish folk art and crafts as well as south-of-
the-border memorabilia, are set elana levy's
photographs, Cuba as it is Today.

Elana's exhibition captures a side of Cuba
I, for one, have never experienced. I've learned
about the textbook Cuba and the communist
Cuba . However, these photographs bring an
awareness of the people and pride of a new
country—Cuba.

With a backdrop of Tehano music, I gaze
into the people's eyes, sensing a fierce inde-
pendence . I find myself lost in another time. It

is a time of the ancients embedded and twisted
with a new modernism.

There is a deep respect and reverence for
the elders in these pictures, that our own
country seems to have misplaced . Many of our
grandparents have been lost in the shuffle of
nursing homes and social security . The Cu-
bans in these images have not forgotten nor
turned their backs on the elderly and the old
ways . They appear able to combine the confu-
sion of a newly-developing country with the
old lessons.

The photographs capture the spirit of
Cuba ' s 1959 birth within the New Year fes-
tivities . The old and the young join hands,
building and moving ahead towards a new
tomorrow for Cuba's children.

Elana's pictures of the children are touch-
ing . You'll find yourself mesmerized by those
deep, dark eyes : old soulful eyes that have
seen far too much for their young and tender

years, apparently reflecting the way their new
Cuba has seen and been through too much in
its short lifetime. What right does anyone have
to judge a country that has just begun its life?
We should look at ourselves rather than judge
those different from us.

As I looked at elana ' s work, I realized that
although there are differences between Cu-
bans and North Amercians, there are also
similarities . The images represent more than
Cubans . They are men and women, children
and grandparents, farmers and construction
workers, but most of all they are people—not
much different than me.

Within this essay-without-words a bond
is formed between countries . The result is a
new understanding of one of our neighbors.
Elana 's photographs bridge a gap that we all
need to become aware of, to remember . We
are all brothers and sisters.

Threrse is an author of children's books.

Cooperative workers in the province of del Penar del Rio . Foto by elana levy.
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The Fuss Over Fur
Notes on Animal Lib Ethics and Activism
Brian A. Dominick

OVER THE PAST year or so, Syracuse
has received national attention as a hot-

bed of animal defense activity . The animal
rights activism in our small city is staggering,
refreshing and troubling at the same time.
Indeed, it is no stretch to say animal rights
activism in Syracuse has been more frequent
and intense than that surrounding any other
issue . The mostly young, local animal
"liberationists" have impressed us, one way or
another, with their energy, dedication and
vigilance.

It is thus imperative that those of us on the
Syracuse left pay critical attention to the ac-
tivities of these activists and organizers. We
are confronted at the outset with two important
questions, pertaining to (1) the philosophies
around which animal liberationists agitate and
(2) the methods they employ . Here I'll grapple
with both issues and hopefully generate fur-
ther discourse regarding a vital topic.

The Question of Ethics
For two and a half years now, I have been

vegan—refusing to consume animal-derived
products for reasons of conscience . I did not
"go vegan" because I think animals are cute
and cuddly . I did it because my convictions as
a peace activist, and my desire for consistency
in living them out in my daily life, forced me
to face up to just what the consumption of
animal products amounts to : violence.

Those of us who oppose systemic vio-
lence against humans have no excuse for con-
doning the same against nonhuman animals . If
we claim to base our lives on compassion, we
haven't any choice but to recognize the incon-
sistency between working for peace and ex-
ploiting animals. Why is it okay to kill or
support the killing of animals if it is not accept-
able to kill human beings?

In a letter published in the 10/96 PNL,
Peace Council member Duane Hardy rightly
claimed that in many areas of the world, in-
cluding the rural US, indigenous and impover-
ished people depend on hunting to supplement
their diets . Duane wrote : "Out of necessity or
custom, most of us are still consumers of

meat ." But custom is quite different from
necessity . There is no argument to defend
violent customs. War is among our oldest,
only briefly post-dating the hunt . Indeed, an-
thropologists have traced the origin of war to
the invention of crude weapons originally
intended for hunting nonhuman animals . It is
unlikely that Duane or other anti-war activists
would condone warfare because it is custom-
ary or traditional.

Few vegans and animal activists are criti-
cal of those who hunt for survival . By com-
parison, the animal carnage industries, driven
by capitalism and markets, vastly overshadow
the amount of violence wrought by hunters
intent on feeding them-
selves and their families.

By raising a non-is-
sue, critics avoid
discusing the real prob-
lem: the billions upon bil-
lions of animals who are
slaughtered to please consumers—and capi-
talists!—every year. But the young activists of
the Animal Defense League (ADL) and the
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) have placed
the spotlight on consumers . They have de-
cided to expose the public's behavior . Unless
we or the establishment's propagandists (main-
stream media) can somehow distract our own
self-criticism, we are confronted by uncom-
fortable issues : our convenience, our
lifestyles—but at whose expense?

In the 1990s, animal advocates have fi-
nally put the suffering of animals on the front
pages, in the faces and consciences of the
North American consumer . When activists
chain themselves to a fur store, they speak to
us as well as to the furrier and his
customers . . .just as anti-war civil disobedi-
ence is directed at the public as well as the
Pentagon.

This is why we should all stop and ask
who has suffered in what ways so that we
might enjoy the relative privilege with which
so many of us have been "blessed ." Where did
that drumstick or cheese or egg come from?
Who worked how long at what wage to grow
and harvest that coffee? What was the serial
number of the prisoner who made that tennis
shoe in China? These are the uncomfortable
questions we hate to, but must, ask ourselves.

If consistency is important to us, and if we
fault hypocrisy in our adversaries like politi-

cians and corporate executives, we must make
lives which model our ideals, as best we can.
We need not further violence against animals
through carefree consumption habits and cus-
toms. The time to re-evaluate our actions is
now.

Of course, none of us can stop the meat
industry or global capitalism on our own . But
few who read the PNL believe in making
social change in a vacuum. What was that
saying?—we are either part of the solution or
part of the problem? There is no middle ground.

The Question of Methods
None of the above means I am uncritical

of the tactics employed by
local animal advocates. Syra-
cuse groups like People for
Animal Rights (PAR) and
Syracuse Area Vegetarian
Education Society (SAVES)
do good work but are too tame.

They do not confront the system of animal
exploitation, and their challenges of the status
quo, if existent, are easily coopted and accom-
modated by the establishment . By not con-
fronting the systems of exploitation at their
roots, but rather implying the problem can be
solved entirely through individual actions of
consumers, liberal organizations feed into that
system. The number of so-called "green"prod-
ucts now littering shelves at "progressive"
health food and cooperative grocers is evi-
dence that the system can profit from altering
its perceived practices regarding animals and
the environment.

Indeed, liberal eco-institutions often ap-
pear to be the animal-friendly wing of the
establishment, practicing single-issue activ-
ism, never challenging privilege or striking at
the roots of animal exploitation which lie deep
in our culture, economics and politics . Their
diplomacy and soft touch are commendable to
a degree, but education without agitation and
direct action is of limited value.

For these reasons, more rebellious and
energetic (and often younger) activists have
wisely chosen to organize autonomously, in
groups which better fulfill their desires for
commitment and direct agitation. However, a
willingness to get down and dirty for a cause
does not alone make one an effective activist.

Fur Fussing continued on page 16
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Fur Fussing continued
from page 15
There is a lot more to activism than just acting.
Also important are self-awareness and cre-
ative, critical thinking.

When we are focused only on objec-
tives—goals like the freedom of animals, the
end to a war, etc .— we aren't attending to
ourselves or our organizations . It is sometimes
easy to lapse into ignorance of ourselves as
human beings in need of social, physical,
spiritual and mental nurturing. When we are
constantly looking outside of ourselves, our
organizations default to common structures,
teeming with hierarchy and centralization.
Meanwhile we overlook our,
personal needs . We stop seek
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ing the kinds of fulfillment
which make life worth living.
Our kinship and cultural ac-
tivity decline or become ba-
nal, standardized, conform-
ist.

Many activists are willing to sacrifice
themselves to further the cause, which is no
doubt admirable. But what, in the fervor over
our objectives, we often fail to recognize is
that such outward-focused activity is ,
unsustainable. It leads to the disintegration of
our organizations as well as to personal burn-
out. The vehemently dedicated young activ-
ists of the animal freedom movement are at
great risk of falling apart, organizationally and
individually, because they simply don't pay
enough attention to themselves.

The actions of local animal defenders are
being questioned not only by the left but also,
due to extraordinary publicity of late, by the
public as well. ADL and ALF actions have
drawn attention but most of it is negative. The
media have done a superb job at portraying
these groups as terrorists. Indeed, the activists
themselves have sometimes acted like terror-
ists, so the press has not had to fudge very
much.

The ADL's primary goal has been to shut
down a small store called Georgio's Furs . To
this end, they have picketed regularly and on
occasion performed civil disobedience in the
form of lock-downs. Many have verbally
abused Georgio and his patrons during dem-
onstrations.

Because a few people decided to go un-
derground under the essentially generic title of
ALF—which encompasses any secret, non-
violent animal defense activists—and engage
in property sabotage, the federal government

and local authorities have come down hard on
aboveground activists in the ADL . Over the
past year and a half, through intimidation,
prosecution and probably infiltration, the stater
has managed to decimate the ADL.

My gripe is not with violence against
property . I don't have a problem with blowing
up hot dog trucks or breaking fur store win-
dows, per se . They're just inanimate capital,
by definition owned in order to make money
for someone . The problem is that in the present
context such acts can only hurt the movement.
(Here we must ask how much illegal activity
has been carried out by genuine activists and
how much, if any, by state provocateurs .)

There is a happy median
between action and educa-
tion. Moreover, there are
better tactics than those
used by the ADL and ALF.
If the Animal Liberation
Front were to concentrate

its efforts on actually freeing animals from
captivity and providing them sanctuary, its
propaganda of the deed would be far more
effective, both on the lives of animals and on
public opinion . But so far the Upstate Front
has been careless . First, it conducted bomb-
ings and other property damage which brought
the feds down on the entire local movement,
crippling it severely . And second, on the one
occasion when the lo-
cal ALF did perform
animal "rescue" by re-
leasing thousands of
minks into the "wild,"
a mass of animals was
introduced to a foreign
habitat which will both
harm and be harmed by them. It's an example
of spectacular activity favored over thought-
ful, effective action.

The strategy for any campaign to end an
act of systemic violence is to raise the costs to
the perpetrators of carrying out . their actions
until they exceed the benefits of doing so . But
this is a tactic easier said than done. We need
to remember that actions whose side effects
tend to hinder our own activism (e .g ., in-
creased state harassment, sour public opinion,
etc .) may not be successful . Our tactics—the
methods we use to implement our strategy—
need to be carefully chosen.

We must also choose our targets with
great care. Personal attacks against consum-
ers and capitalists do nothing to structurally
affect the system which promotes and facili-

tates violence . If we wish to have a radical
effect on the institutions of animal exploita-
tion, we cannot attack the actors . That's the
easy way out. It's the frustrated, impatient
way out . We have to eliminate supply of and
demand for animal products by any means
practical . That should go without saying, but
does not. An action is impractical if it does not
in fact achieve its end.

A movement for animal freedom is bound
to be vanguardist when it is a small number of
humans working on behalf of helpless nonhu-
mans. But this does not mean the movement
itself needs to exclude large numbers of people.
Indeed, we do not approach an end to animal
exploitation by acting on behalf of other people.
We only do so by increasing and strengthen-
ing support and sympathy for animal defense
activity on the part of the population at large.
Not until more people share our ideals will the
more militant actions be of beneficial effect.
For now, they serve only to turn people off to
our cause.

What we need to understand as activists
is that activism itself is meaningless to every-
thing but ourselves . Only activism with con-
crete, progressive effects is of any value to the
oppressed. Animals don't give a damn if you
chain yourself to a fur store door or spray paint

someone's house. The
activist may feel better
about it, but the animals
don't. The only action
benefiting an animal is
that which frees her or
betters his conditions.

The process of
political maturation teaches us there is more to
revolution than the obvious or spectacular.
We must seek out our values and then live
them as consistently as possible. Further, we
must be vigilantly self-critical, of our personal
practices as well as our objective activism. We
must understand our positions in the context
of an ongoing society, as well as a tiny, frag-
mented movement or conglomeration of move-
ments . Our actions affect others, and other
organizations . Most of us learn this the hard
way .

The point is to learn. . ..
Brian is a member of the Critical Mass

Media collective . Copies of his pamphlet
Animal Liberation and Social Revolution and
journal Dissident Scrapbook are both
available from CMM for S2 each, ppd. PO
Box 7037, Syracuse, NY 13210.
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SPC is Looking For Help in the House!
Call 472-5478 to volunteer for an office shift : updating the database, answering

phones, coordinating mailings, filing, and generally helping out . We need you now!

Peace'0 4
Award

The 1'96 Peace Award will be presented
to Lisa Mundy at the 9th Annual Peace Award
Dinner on November 17, at University Meth-
odist Church, 1085 E. Genesee St. Syracuse.
The reception will start at 5PM followed by
dinner at 6PM . The award program will start at
7 PM followed by our guest speaker . Our
keynote speaker will be Prof. Myrian Miedzian,
professor of philosophy and author of Boys
Will Be Boys: Breaking the Link Between
Masculinity and Violence . Prof. Miedzian is
well-known lecturer, having written exten-
sively on gender and violence, and appearing
on over 200 television and radio shows. The
public is invited . Your support on a sliding
scale of $25-$75 benefits the work of Peace
Action of CNY.

Lisa Mundy is a survivor of the Nazi
holocaustwho turned a childhood surrounded
by "a lack of peace and justice" to a lifetime
work for interracial harmony, social justice,
and nonviolence . Her father was a political
prisoner of the Nazi's because of his work
with the AFSC. Lisa was one of the first group
of children brought to this country by AFSC.
Together with Betty Bentley, Marjorie Banks,
and others she helped start "Youth Opportu-
nity Unlimited" to empower kids to develop
their potential. Lisa is a mediator, and she and
Eric Wissa developed the "Help Increase the
Peace Program" (HIPP) for AFSC, bringing it
to the Syracuse city schools and Onondaga
Community College, as well as helping to
start programs around the country.

Dr. Myriam Miedzian and Lisa have com-
mon roots in the Holocaust. Both work to
untangle the causes of violence and create
systems of prevention. Many recommenda-
tions inBoys Will BeBoys are similar to Lisa's
real-life programs. Dr. Miedzian lectures
widely on changing the socialization of boys
to decrease violence. National Public Radio's
All Things Considered and Weekend Addition
featured documentaries based on her book.

Peace Action of CNY work to replace
social and economic injustice and militarism
with a peace system based on common secu-
rity and non-violent conflict resolution. Call
478-7443 for your reservation.

— Diane Swords

ACLU
CNY Chapter
New York Civil Liberties Union

Barrie H . Gewanter has been selected as
the new Executive Director of the Central NY
Chapter of the New York Civil Liberties Union.
Ms. Gewanter has a history of personal and
organizational activism in gay and lesbian
issues, the labor movement, AIDS/HIV is-
sues, and refugee resettlement. She also has
background in college teaching. Ms. Gewanter
replaces former director Warren Nolan, who
retired earlier this year

The CNY Chapter of the New York Civil
Liberties Union is a private, non-profit mem-
bership organization affiliated with the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union . The chapter acts as
a local presence to educate the public about
civil liberties and to advocate for policies and
practices which protect civil liberties . The
chapter also selectively engages in litigation
which may expand or enhance individual lib-
erties in a manner consistent with the Consti-
tution and the Bill of Rights.

For more information: Barrie Gewanter,
Executive Director, at 471-2821.

Women's
Showcase

The next Women's Showcase will be
held on Saturday, November 16 at May Me-
morial Unitarian Society, 3800 East Genesee
Street . The show, which begins at 7:30 PM,
will include music, readings, and other perfor-
mance pieces featuring women from CNY.
Admission will be on a sliding scale of $7 -
$20 (more if you can, less if you can't) . A
portion of the proceeds are donated to a local
women's organization or project.

The show is open to everyone and is a
great way to support local artists . For more
info, write Showcase Productions, P.O. Box
936, Syracuse 13201 .

s/1,,ss
A Day to Give Thanks

Vegetarianism impacts nearly every area
of social justice. A vegetarian diet is kinder to
Mother Earth. No one need perpetrate vio-
lence on other creatures in order to be fed.
Vegetarianism helps prevent disease . Veg-
etarianism also frees you from exploiting
workers in meat packing plants.

Nothing you can do will have more of an
impact than vegetarianism to bring beliefs of
peace and social justice into harmony with
your daily life. Everyone has to eat every day.
Every meal is an affirmation of your commit-
ment to ending exploitation of humans, ani-
mals and the environment.

We have much to be thankful for . Please
join SAVES for our first annual Day of Thanks-
giving and Share-a-Dish on Sunday, Nov. 10
at 1 PM at Mr . Arnold's Vegetarian Restau-
rant, Montgomery Street, in the YMCA . Due
to space limitations, reservations are required.

We'll supply handouts on how to prepare
your Thanksgiving feast without turkey or any
other animals. It's also a chance to network
with other vegetarians on handling holiday
get-togethers and feasts with non-vegetarian
family members.

In addition a totally vegetarian* dish, a
serving utensil, and your own table setting,
please bring a pre-packaged vegetarian food
donation (no glass jars please) which will be
distributed to a local food pantry . We also
encourage you to share a poem, song, reading,
thoughts, or art work expressing how veg-
etarianism brought a sense of fulfillment to
your life this past year.

The celebration is free for SAVES mem-
bers ; $1 per person for nonmembers. Children
under ten will be admitted free of charge. For
more info contact SAVES at 437-2163.

— Karen Connelly
* We request completely vegetarian dishes
(free offlesh, eggs, dairyproductsand honey)
to ensure that everyone can eat everything,
food allergies and preferences aside . It en-
ables us to focus on what we have in common.
Please do not let this request stop you from
attending. Call SAVES for suggestions and
recipes . Remember, no-cook items are ac-
ceptable and needed—a fruit salad, juice,
cider, chips, chopped fresh vegetables, etc.
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SOA Torture Manuals Revealed
School of the Americas Update

E XCEPT FOR THE generic "SOA 13,"
those of us sentenced to prison last March

for our November 16, 1994 and 1995 tres-
passes didn't have a group name. But we
might well have called ourselves the Don
Quixote Brigade.

On that cold November day last year at
the main gate of the US Army's Fort Benning,
we simulated the Nov . 16, 1989 massacre of
eight Salvadorans by School of the Americas
grads . As some us lay coatless and shivering
on the ground, we seemed to be tilting at
windmills.

Our numbers were few—far fewer than
Fr. Roy Bourgeois had hoped would take part.
We gaveourselves the internal pep talks activ-
ists give themselves when few others seem to
see that their cause is just, that it's imperative.

Fr. Roy—in his relentlessly persistent
campaign to close the School—had been for
years a voice crying in the wilderness of the
US conscience. But the handwriting on the
SOA wall, once just a blur, is now clear.

Under the pressure of documentary evi-
dence provided by Robert Richter ' s new video,
"Inside the School of Assassins," and of rev-
elations about the murderous role of a CIA
asset and SOA grad in Guatemala, the Penta-
gon on Sept. 22 finally acknowledged—after
years of stonewalling and lying—that torture

was taught at the SOA [See 10/96PNL] . Since
then, thanks to the Freedom of Information
Act, the Pentagon has had to release some of
the actual manuals used by the SOA to pro-
mote torture.

After years of trying to get copies, Fr.
Roy's organization, S .O.A. Watch, now has
seven of those manuals. Like SOA instruc-
tion, these are in Spanish . Sections are now
being translated by the privately-funded Na-
tional Security Archive in Washington, DC.
For information about this initiative, contact
the Archive's Carlos Osorio at (202)
994-7029.

To request copies of the manu-
als, contact the Directorate for Free-
dom of Information and Security
Review, Room 2C757, 1400 Defense
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-
1400 .

The Pentagon's Sept. 22 acknowledge-
ment and the texts of the manuals themselves
make it clear that the developers of the SOA
curricula have broken laws, both national and
international . There is now on-going research
to discover who these individuals were/are
and to end their impunity.

While the authors of torture remain at
large, Fr. Roy remains in an Atlanta federal
prison . Rep . Joe Kennedy (D-MA), however,
has recently circulated a "Dear Colleagues"
letter in the House calling for commutation of

Fr. Roy's six month sentence . And, unlike in
his tepid—but stillborn—1995 bill, HR2652,
Kennedy is now calling for closure of the
School . This is a real closure and not just a
name change transforming the School into an
"Academy for Democracy and Civil Military
Relations ."

Of the 13, Fr. Roy is the only one still
serving time . William Bichsel S .J . and Lou de
Benedette finished their four- month sentences
in mid-October. Fr . Roy, however, is far from
alone or isolated . He teaches other inmates

GED and gets 50 or 60 letters a day
from supporters. Late this summer the
Catholic Archbishop of Atlanta, John
F. Donoghue, visited Fr. Roy in prison.
In October Fr. Roy did an interview
with Vatican Radio.

As regular readers of these pages
already know, a dozen Central New

Yorkers will make the 2000 mile round trip to
Fort Benning to take part in this year's No-
vember 13-16 vigil and witness . The event
should be well-attended by people of con-
science from all over the country : the local
motels are already filling up for those dates.

If this surge in solidarity persists, the
"impossible dream" of closing the S .O.A. may
be realized soon. Please get involved. To do
so, phone S .O.A. Watch at (706) 682-5369, or
myself or Ann Tiffany at (315) 478-4571.

— Ed Kinane

C7Atii!/NIIY u4DATE

People for Animal Rights is offering two
recipes to help you prepare vegetarian alterna-
tives for Thanksgiving and holiday feasting.

Cranberry Relish
1 pkg whole fresh cranberries, washed,

stemmed and sorted
2 oranges (naval or juice), removing seeds

and, on naval oranges, some white pith
lining of the skin

1 cup sugar
1/2 cup chopped nuts (walnuts or almonds=

optional
Put berries and oranges, including skin,

through a food grinder or processor. Add sugar
and nuts and mix well . Chill well. Best if made
the day before serving .

Lentil Loaf
Preheat oven for 350 degrees

3 cups cooked lentils
1 1 /2 cups cooked rice
1 1 /2 cups soaked garbanzos (cover with

three cups water, bring to boil, turn off
flame, and soak for one hour)

2/3 cup water
3/4 cup Brazil nuts, chopped
2 tsp nutritional yeast
3/4 tsp sage
3/4 tsp salt (optional)

Measure lentils into a bowl, add rice,
blend garbanzos with 2/3 cup of water until
fine, and add to lentils and rice . Add chopped
nuts and seasoning . Bake in oiled baking dish
or casserole for 45 minutes (covered for first
30 minutes, uncovered for last 15).

Serves 8-9.

Socialist Forum

Alternative Politics 1996
A Report on A Newly
Formed Labor Party

Thur, Nov 21, 7 to 9 p .m.
r

82('.)

Speaker : Howard Botwinick
of SUNY Cortland.
Free and open to the public.
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Central American Caribbean Coalition Update

Zoned For Exploitation
The Coalition prepared for the October

17 presentation of the video, "Zoned For Sla-
very: The Child Behind the Label," accompa-
nied by three speakers involved in the Landis
struggle (see p5). Landis line worker Kathy
Saumier, United Steel Workers of America
organizer Jim Valenti, and Labor & Religion
Coalition coordinator Ed Griffin-Nolan ad-
dressed workplace realities in Solvay and gen-
erated discussion about the links between cor-
porate greed and callousness in Central NY
and Central America.

CACC is pleased to expand the scope of
our community con-
nections. We hope our
links with organized
labor will develop
fruitfully, based upon
mutual respect andrec-
ognition of shared con-
cerns and interests . We
are heartened by the
significant and grow-
ing presence of Central New Yorkers in the
effort to close the School of the Americas (see
page 18).

Amid much newspeak in the mainstream
media—about welfare "reform" and the Fed-
eral budget deficit and many other issues—
there are apparent counterbalances as more
and more newspapers call for the SOA's clo-
sure . The Landis Plastics corporation is get-
ting the bad press it deserves. Many people,
such as Ed Kinane, Peter Wirth, Richard
Gardner, Ed Griffen-Nolan and Kathleen
Rumpf have heightened the local print media's
sensitivity on a case-by-case basis, even as the
electronic media generally still rely upon sen-
sationalism and a very short attention span .

CACC is committed to
contribute to specific
struggles, and to use the
media and public to gener-
alize from what we learn
from these struggles.
Landis Plastics may be
forced to comply with mini-
mum labor standards and
to fulfill the promises it
made to three or four levels
of government to get tax
breaks and subsidies. Yet
to avoid even minimal corn -

pliance, Landis may decide to shut down. We
are challenged to communicate that whatever
happens, the essential right to organize should
not be compromised and, in fact, needs to be
strengthened throughout the US, El Salvador,
Guatemala, and the rest of the "Third World ."

The Landis workers are not solely fodder
for human interest stories that lose their rel-
evance when WTVH or The Post Standard
find another juicier conflict. EveryPNL reader
knows somebody whose life could be im-
proved if her or his workplace were organized.
Every PNL reader has sometime purchased
clothing assembled in a maquiladora (sweat-

shop) where workers
faceunimaginablebar-
riers to organizing for
collective bargaining.
El Salvador

The fifth delega-
tion to Estancia is
scheduled to leave
Syracuse on Feb. 13,
1997 and return here

Feb. 23 . Anyone interested should call Shirley
Novak at 446-6099. She is also looking for
more treadle sewing machines to take to
Estancia. We are working through CEBES's
office in San Salvador to improve communi-
cations with Estancia . Political ferment in El
Salvador is intense as right-wing forces are
trying to revive the death penalty . Shirley can
also be called about elections delegations be-
ing organized for March 1997.
Guatemala

A regional meeting of activists hosted by
CUSLAR was scheduled for Oct . 26 in Ithaca,
with invited guest Guatemalan activist Sandra
Moran . More details will be available at the

next CACC meeting about regional and na-
tional strategies for solidarity work.
Haiti

Michael Pasquale, Megan Rice,
Michelange Zidor, Ann Tiffany and Ed Ki-
nane heard former President Aristide speak at
Siena College in Albany. "Titid" was impres-
sive in his directness, simplicity and clarity.
He answered questions much more fully than
he could when he was Haiti's president, al-
though he still spoke obscurely when asked
about CIA involvement in his overthrow . He
urged people to visit Haiti, noting how visitors
fall in love with Haiti and are touched by "the
virus of love" carried by the Haitian people.
Plowshares Graftsfair

Please look for the CACC table at Plow-
shares . We'll offer Central American crafts,
and critical information to support human
rights and sustainable development through-
out the region .

— Paul Weichselbaum

Next CACC meeting:
Wednesday, November 13 at 6 PM
at Plymouth Church . The putluck is
always delicious, and those of us at
home will miss our companeros who

will be at Fort Benning . Everyone with
any interest in Central America issues

is very welcome .

SYRACUSE
CO)MMUNITY

IRAI)I0
Nobody's Back

On Wed, Nov. 13 from 7 - 9 PM, join
Syracuse Community Radio (SCR) in wel-
coming the return of "The Nobody Show"
with Jeremy Alderson. We will broadcast live
from Happy Endings Coffee House, 317 S.
Clinton St . in Armory Square, over WEOS,
Geneva. This unique public forum is your
opportunity to discuss important issues on the
air. So head on down to Happy Endings to
enjoy some coffee, cake and lively on-air
debates . "The Nobody Show" will be heard on
SCR in Syracuse in 1997.

On Sun, Dec. 22, SCR welcomes Green
Linet recording artist, The Kennedys to
Styleen's Rhythm Palace, 214 S . Franklin St.
Special guests include Lovelorn, Knickers in
a Twist, Puddle and many more.

For more info contact us at 474-9507 or
write to SCR at PO Box 6365, Syracuse 13217
or e-mail at Syracomradio@juno.com.

—Dana Bond
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More Food Than Ever
Now Syracuse Real Food Cooperative has more food (and non-food) items than
ever before. Our expanded inventory includes over 200 items in bulk to reduce
packaging and save money, and hundreds of environment-friendly organic &
biodegradable products . Syracuse Real Food Cooperative : a member owned

grocery store, open to everyone. It's all you'll need to shop for a healthy lifestyle.

Syracuse Real Food Cooperative
618 Kensington Road, Syracuse (off Westcott near Barry Park) (315) 472-1385

open Monday to Saturday, 8am to 8pm and Sunday loam to 6pm

Divorce • Real Estate
Wills • Mediation

1221 E. Genesee ST.
Syracuse

20 Peace Newsletter 11/96

(315) 478-6214

Meg Sullivan - Chin
MA, CSW

Certified Social Worker
Certified Reiki Practitioner

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references

Dr. Howard S. Walsdorf
CHIROPRACTOR

treatments fo

Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day Br Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

Cold and Flue Season...
Reduce polluting gases from your furnace.
Let your furnace work less and
SAVE MONEY!

Classic Carpentry is a residential
construction firm with extensive
experience in home insulation . "We use
blown-in cellulose, a recycled newspaper
product."

	

- Joseph Branagan

Please Call Us at:
471-0324

C4r

I've got the cure
for your

Isof~ net:t-

MICHAEL DESALVO
(315) 479-8255

906 PARK AVE
SYRACUSE, NY 13204

Bear Street
BOOKS & MUSIC

We Buy Used and Rare Books and Music

Mae Used Boob
Hardback and Paperback

Musk
Classical, Ethnic, Folk, Jazz

Open Daily or by Appointment

1430 North Salina St., Syr., NY 13208
(corner of Bear St. and North Salina St)

(315) 471-2958

MARILyN A. MILLER

Promoting Mind, Body,
Spirit Connection
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Fifteen Photographs of Hell
Pulitzer Prize-winning Photos of Female Circumcision
Ruth Putter

The Everson Museum of Art in Syracuse
exhibited, through September 29, 15 of
Stephanie Welsh's photos ofayoung woman
going through the rite offemale circumci-
sion in her village in Kenya.

I N SOME PARTS of Africa, female cir-
cumcision is a rite of passage for young

girls . On the eve of undergoing a painful
genital mutilation, we see Seita Lengila, a 15
year old, sitting on the ground contemplating
tomorrow . Her face is full of doubt and fear,
even though the other young women tell her
she mustn't cry out : it doesn't hurt. Her mother
is putting the fmishing touches on the hut
where Seita will recuperate alone for as long
as it takes to heal. Other teenage women are
shown shaving Seita's head, symbolizing the
shedding of girlhood. She is then painted with
red ocher as part of the ritual before the actual
circumcision.

In the photos taken afterwards, we see
Seita holding the razor blade with which the
mutilation was accomplished. We also see a
photo in which she is sitting in a pool of her
own blood immediately after the cutting . Songs
and celebration follow the rite.

Stephanie Welsh, a graduate photogra-
pher of Syracuse University's School of Jour-
nalism, avoids sensationalism just the facts.
We are not given the "privilege" of seeing the
more shocking scenes . This torture of young
females is made inevitable by tradition : they
cannot marry without undergoing this ritual.
Welsh, who won the Pulitzer prize for her
photographic essay on female genital mutila-
tion (FGM), lived with and established rap-
port with her subjects . So there's a sense of
ease and lack of self-consciousness in the
photos.

Subjugation of women takes many forms
in different societies . Modern industrialized
societies have their own more subtle, but just
as purposeful and effective ways of keeping
the "second sex" in its place.

It isn't well known, but FGM affects 85
million girls and women worldwide. Its influ-
ence is widespread. In the US the case of
Fauziya Kasinga has come to public attention .

Fauziya fled Togo after being forced to be-
come the fourth wife of a man twice her age
who insisted that she undergo the rite of FGM.
She thought she would find freedom in the US
Instead she spent two years in jail here. She
was 17 years old. The legal question was
whether FGM constituted persecution due to
"membership in a social group ." Fauziya
Kasinga was finally released from jail into the
care of her lawyers. Thereafter she was granted
asylum . .

Congress is close to enacting legislation
which would require that asylum seekers prove
their case immediately to a mid-level immi-
gration official, with no appeals on the official's
decision . In Fauziya's case this would mean
that a 17 year old girl who has no contact with
her parents would have to graphically de-
scribe the practice of destroying a woman's
genitals to a male (probably) stranger within
an hour of arriving in a strange land. With 179
immigration judges, who are largely ignorant
of the serious nature of this practice, many
unjust decisions will be made with regard to
asylum.

In another case, Mimi Ramsey, who won
the 19% Woman of Courage award from
NOW, publicly described how she was muti-
lated at age six . She told how first generation
immigrants in the US are forcing this grue-
some practice on girls of preschool age . Her

car was destroyed in retaliation for her disclo-
sure .

These two cases have been condensed
from the National Women's Health Network
(NWHN) Policy Report, Aug . 1996, and from
the National NOW (National Organization of
Women) Times, Oct. 1996.

NWHN lists organizations researching
this issue:

RAINBOW c/o International Women's
Health Coalition, 24 East 21st St ., NY,NY
10010, (212) 447-3318. Coordinates the
"Global Action Against FGM Project ."

• Women, Ink, 777 United Nations Plaza,
NY, NY 10017, (212) 687-8633 . Publica-
tion : FGM: A Call for Global Action by
Nahid Toubia.

• Equality Now, 226 W . 58th St . #4, NY,NY
10019, (212) 586-0906. Updates on
Fauziya's case and congressional ac-
tions.

• Women's International Network News,
187 Grant Street, Lexington, MA 02173.
Detailed statistics and info on FGM.

• Women Make Movies, 225 LaFayette St.
Suite 211, NY,NY 10012, (212) 925-
0606 . Distributes Alice Walker's film
Warrior Marks about FGM.

Ruth is a photographer and co-author
ofbook ofstories and photographs on the
Women's Seneca Peace Encampment .

A

Syracuse Peace Council's 26th Annual

PLOWSHARES
Craftsfair

December 7-8
Southwest Community Center

401 South Ave, Syracuse

Sat 10 to 5 • Sun noon to 5
Free parking • Childcare

Adults $1• Under 12, Over 60 Free

Food • Music • Dance
50 Local Crafters!
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WALL STREET ,v5' YOUR STREET

Finance the Corporate World or Invest in Your Community
The Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union

Accounts insured by NCUA

	

723 Westcott Street, Syracuse NY 13210

• Accounts 471-1116

	

• Loans & Mortgages 476-5290

	

• FAX 476-0567

ARE YOU PLANNING
YOUR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL FUTURE?

LET
SUSAN S . 1 ANSEN

Red ;.stered.R.epreen t'we4 LUTCF

315-637-5153

YO! 1 MAY WISH TO CONSIDER:
• TAX SHELTERED ACCOUNTS, MUTUAL FUNDS (INCLUDING SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS)

• LIFE, DISABILITY, CR LONG TERM CAFE INSURANCE

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant, & Co ., Inc., 108 West Jefferson Street,
Syracuse, N Y 13202 315-471-2191 Member NASD and SIPC

ASSIST YOU IN MAKING
WISE DECISIONS

The
Sagacious
Investor
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SUN

	

MON

	

TUES

	

WED

	

THURS

	

FRI

	

SAT
To have your group's
event or meeting time
listed, call or send the
Into to SPC . 472-5478.
December deadline : 11/
22.
Nov . 1-22 : Art exhibit:
"The Magic of Mexican
Fok Art" from the collec-
tion of Dr. Alejandro Garcia.
Community Folk Art Gal-
lery,2223 E . Genesee St .

EVERY WEDNESDAY : Alliance
membership meeting. West-
cott Community Center, 2nd II .,
826 Euclid Ave. 2pm . 475-4120.

1st THREE WEDNESDAYS:
Peace Newsletter editorial
meeting at 9 :30am . Call
SPC for location 472-5478.

EVERY THURSDAY : Stu-
dent Environmental Ac-
tion Coalition meeting.
SONY ESF, Alumni Lounge,
Marshall Hall . 6pm.

Nov .1-30 : Art exhibit
"Homeless" . Photos by
Brantley Carroll. Mundy Library,
1204 S. Geddes St. 435-3797.

1
Nov 1-9 : Art exhibit "Si-
lent Witness, Break the
Silence, Stop Domestic
Violence" . Onondaga His-
torical Assoc., 321 Montgom-
ery. Tue-Fri, noon-4pm.

EVERY FRIDAY : Lesbian Com-
ing Out Group. 7pm. Women's
Info Center, 601 Allen St. 492-
8035 .

2 •ee*
Mediation Training/Fund-
raiser for Peace Council. Learn
useful skills to deal nonvio-
lently w/interpersonal conflict.
472-5478. Also 113.
8th Annual Peace Toy Fair.
Creative, non-violent games,
books, toys, crafts . S. Presby-
terian Church, S . Salina & W.
Colvin St. 11 am-4pm . Organized
by Peace Action . 478-7442.

end;:

3

	

4
Fall Dinner of CNY chapter
of NY Civil Liberties Union.
Cooks : Nick Orth, Movino, Tom People Against the Death Pen-
& Mary Cunning-ham . May Me- ally meeting . Church Center,
modal, 3800 E. Genesee St. 6pm 3049 E. Genesee St . 7pm . 475-
reception ; 7pm dinner.

	

1878.
New Environment Asso-
ciation potluck & meeting.
Friends Meeting House, 821 Eu-
clid Ave. Topic : Community Sup-
ported Agriculture. 6pm . 446-
8009.

EVERY SUN : 51 Percent,
Women's issues radio program,
WRVO FM 90. 6-6 :30pm.
EVERY SUNDAY : This Way Out,
Gay & Lesbian radio program on
WRVO FM 90. 6 :30-7pm.
Syracuse Real Food Co-
op membership meeting &
council elections . Westcott
Community Center . Potluck
5pm ; meeting 6-9pm.

17

	

18

See page 11
Peace Action's Peace
Award Dinner honoring Lisa
Mundy . Keynote speaker:
Myriam Miedzian . University
United Methodist Church, 1085
E . Genesee St . Dinner by Ron
Shuffler. 5pm reception ; 6pm din-
ner ; 8pm speaker. $25-$50. $5-
$50 speaker only . 478-7442.

5
Coalition for the Common
Good meeting. 658 W. Onon-
daga St . Noon. 478-7442.

12
Nov . 12-30 : Photo exhibit:
"Visits" by Linda Connor. 19
different countries . Menschel
Gallery, SchineCenter, SU.10am-
10pm. Reception/slide lecture on
1122
Amnesty International Group
X373 meeting, Mundy Branch
Library, 1204 S . Geddes St. 7-
9pm . Letter writing, updates on
cases. 668-7441.

	"Confronting Violence
on Campus" a dialogue
in conjunction with
Colin Powell's visit to
SU. Noon . Call the Peace
Council for location, 472-
5478 . 00.0
19
Coalition for the Common
Good meeting . 658 W. Onon-
daga St . Noon . 478-7442.

6
EVERY WEDNESDAY : Military
& Draft Counseling at the
Peace Council . Noon-3pm, Call
Marge 472-5478.

13
"The Nobody Show"
spons . by Syracuse Commu-
nity Radio . Live at Happy End-
ings Coffee House . 7-9pm.
474-9507.

	 NOW CNY Chapter meeting .
Marine Midland Bank, 360 S
Warren, 7pm . 487-3188.
HOPE, Inc . meeting (grass-
roots AIDS group) . Living
Room, 326 Montgomery St.
5 :30pm . 474-3616.
Central America Caribbean
Coalition potluck & meeting
at Plymouth Church, 232 E.
Onondaga St . 6pm.

Onondaga Audobon meeting.
Dewitt Community church, 3600
Erie Blvd . 7 :30pm . 457-7731.

20
NAACP general mtg . 7pm.
NAACP Office, 1125 S. Salina.
422-6933.

Friends of Dorothy Catho-
lic Worker benefit dinner.
St . Vincent's Parish Center.
Winton St off Bumet Ave. Pro-
ceeds benefit hospice care for
folks with HIV/AIDS. 5:30-7pm.
471-6853. $0-$15 sliding scale.

7
Stonewall Committee meets
at Tu Tu Venue, 731 James St.
5 :30pm . 476-6226.
Film : "Girls Town" at Ever-
son Art Museum . 7:30pm . Also
showing Nov . 10 at 2pm . $3/$4.

1st & 3rd THURSDAYS : Gay &
Lesbian Alliance meeting . En-
able, 1603 Court St . 7 :30pm.
472-5732.

14 .
Every Thursday : Prayer
vigil In front of Landis
Plastics Solvay plant on
Milton Ave. Sponsored by La-
bor-Religious Coalition. Show
support with Landis workers and
union organizing struggles. 4
pm.
ReconsiDer : Forum on Drug
Policy meeting . 206 Onondaga
Ave. 7 :30pm . 422-6237.

21
Socialist Forum 'Alter-
native Politics 1996, a report
on a newly formed labor
party'. Westcott Community
Center. Free . 7-9pm.

EVERY THURSDAY : "Evening
Arabesque" Arabic television
with news & entertainment.
5 :30pm . Adelphia Cable Ch. 7.

8
Nov. 9: Women's Rally
for Justice at Landis Plant.
Sponsored by NOW. Noon.
1500 Milton Ave.
Cecilia Rodriguez, repre-
sentative of the Zap-
atista Army of National
Liberation (EZLN) will speak
at Syracuse University, 730pm.
Call Bill for exact location, 426-
9823.

15

EVERY FRIDAY : Gay & Les-
bian Young Adult meeting
(ages 21-25) . Women's Into
Center, 601 Allen St . 422-9741
for time .

k) •s.•
SPC 60th anniversary
fall event : potluck/
membership meeting/
video . Univ . Methodist
Church, 1085 E . Genesee.
Potluck 5 :30pm, video 7pm.
Sliding scale $0-$20.
Art Opening : ' "Oblique
Opus" by multiple artists (ani-
mator, poet, painter, film maker,
sculptor, videographer, musi-
cian, computer artist . Al 12rms
-4 Gallery, 210 Burnet Ave. 8pm.
472-1340.
Unitarian Universalist
Conference . Workshops on
conflict resolution, the religious
right, democracy in churches &
more. May Memorial, 3800 E.
Genesee St. 446-8920.

16
Women's Showcase featur-
ing music, readings, perfor-
mance pieces . $7-$20 sliding.
May Memorial, 3800 E . Genesee
St.

23
Tellabration 96 : night of
storytelling for adults . May
Memorial, 3800 E . Genesee St.
8pm . $2-$5 sliding scale . 468-
2293.

10 11
People for Animal Rights
general meeting. 7pm. Call
488-7877 for location .

22

Opening & slide lecture of
photo exhibit : " Visits" by
Linda Connor. 19 different coun-
trles.Slides:4pm,121 Shaffer,SU.
Opening : 6-8pm, Menschel Gal-
lery, Schine Center, SU.

24
EVERY SUNDAY : Support
group for former and current
mental patients. Sponsored by
Alliance . Plymouth Church . 3-
5pm . Peggy Anne 475-4120.

EVERYSUNDAY:
People's 60 Minutes.
Adelphia Cable Ch . 3,
8pm . Produced by Peace
Council.

25
EVERY MONDAY : "Radiovi-
slon" on Adelphia Cable Ch. 3
at 9pm . Presented by Syra-
cuse Community Radio.

People for Animal Rights
general meeting . 7pm . Call
488-7877 for location .

26

Support & Self-Education
Group for Parents & Friends
of Gay People meeting . Ply-
mouth Church, 232 E. Onondaga
St . 7:30pm . 474-4836.

27
EVERY WED : Syracuse
Community Choir re-
hearsal for winter solstice
concert . Westcott Commu-
nity Center, 826 Euclid Ave.
730pm . 428-8724.

Peace Newsletter
Mailing Party at SPC,
924 Bumet Ave. 5-7pm.
Free Food! All welcome .

28
Vigil Against the Death Pen-
sky. Columbus Circle, down-
town Syracuse. Noon-1230pm.
Cyndi 475-1878.

EVERY THURSDAY : Lesbian
& Gay Youth Support group
meets (ages 14-21) . Women's
Info Center, 601 Allen St . Call
for time 422-9741 .

29 30



Announcing
the Syracuse Peace Council's

Fall Event: Potluck & Video
Featuring : SPIN

A Documentary by Brian Springer
SPIN exposes the illusions of a democratic news media using raw
footage intercepted from satellite feeds . Pirated satellite feeds
revealing the US media's contemptuous plans for their viewers
come full circle in SPIN . TV out-takes appropriated from network
satellites unravel the tightly spun fabric of televisions, a system
which silences public debates . SPIN moves through the LA
rebellion and the floating TV talk-show called the 1992 presidential
election with important lessons for 1996 .

ALSO Happenin'
The video will be preceeded

by a potluck dinner at 5 :30 PM
with a-brief membership meeting at 6 :30.

The event Is open to the public,
and everyone Is Invited to attend

all or part of the program.

Sliding Scale $0 - $60
(in hnor of our anniversary)
pay what you can at the door.

~ Saturday
November 9

7 i 3 O PM at University United Methodist Church
1085 E . Genesee St

All proceeds to benefit the Syracuse Peace Council.

Please bring
a place setting
with mug, and
a dish to pass.

Phew S4/se4c! $1244

Educate, Agitate, Organize

MI

S l Icwu Pike e4ttttnat
924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478
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