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Peacemakers Rally for Nonviolence

Andy Mager

II
've never been to a rally before," Ryan Clifford, a 10th grade
student at Jordan-Elbridge High School, told the diverse crowd

gathered at Columbus Circle on June 13 . Clifford, who came as a
member of his school's theater group, admitted to "watching other
kids fight" without intervening "just to fit in." He left the gathering
with a new commitment to stand up for his own beliefs.

Since that day a variety of rallies, vigils and marches have been
held to mark violence within our community . Johntiers Taylor, Duriel
Ryans, Aida Sands and James R. Cunningham, Jr. are some of those
who have been killed or seriously injured this summer.

Continued on back cover

Peace Cranes in the Classroom

Gina Barletta

F or three fifth-grade classes at Phoenix's Elm Street Elementary,
pieces of paper have provided lessons in tragedy, hope and the

ancient Japanese art of origami.
As an end-of-the-year project, 67 students folded more than 1,000

paper cranes to send to the Hiroshima Peace Park in Hiroshima, Japan after
reading Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, by Eleanor Coerr.

The book tells the true story of Sadako Sasaki, who lived in
Hiroshima from 1943 to 1955 . When she fell ill with leukemia as a
result of the atomic bomb, a friend suggested that she fold a thousand
paper cranes to appeal to the gods for her health She, was able to
complete only 644 before she died.

Continued on page 12
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Abolish the Blockade of Cuba

	

P .E.A.C.E., Inc.
DougIgelsrud

	

471-5749 Louis Clark

	

470-3300
People Against the Death Penalty

637.3344
People for Animal Rights

488-PURR (7877)
Physicians for Social
Responsibility 488-2140
Planned Parenthood 475-5525 ,
PWHIV/ AIDS Support Hotline
Sandra
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Religion : Other
Phoenix or Kat
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Teri Cameron
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Save the County
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Service Employees International
Robert Tompkins
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Small Claims Court Action
Center
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S.O.A. Watch—CNY
Paul Frazier

	

478.4571
Social Workers for Peace
Dick Mundy

	

445-0797
Socialist Party
Ron Ehrenreich 478-0793
Spanish Action League 475-6153
SU African-American Society

4434633
Stonewall Committee
Bonnie Strunk

	

422-0144
Student Environmental Action
Coalition
Michelle Baumfleck

	

423-8000
Syr. Alternative Media Network
Tim Brachocki

	

425-8806
Syracuse AreaVegetarian Society
SAVES/Joe Connolly 4374163
Syracuse Com munity Choir
Mara SaponShevin - 443-5179
Syracuse Community Radio

294-2000
SyeacuseCooperative Federal ,
Credit Union 471-1116
Syracuse Cultural Workers
Dik Cool

	

474 1132
Syracuse-El Salvador Sister
Community
Shirley Novak

	

446-6099
Syracuse N.O .W. 472-3294
Syr. Real Food Coop 472-1385
Syr. Social Movement Initiative
John Burdick

	

443-3822
Syracuse United Neighbors
Rich Puchalski 4767475
S.U . for Animal Rights 443-4199
Urban League
Eloise Dowdell Curry

	

472-6955
Utica Community Action
John Furman

	

797-7020
Witness for Peace Delegations
Nancy Gwin 422-4689
Women ' s Center (SU) 443-4268
Women's Health Outreach

425-3653
Women's INFO Center 478-4636

THE SYRACUSE PEACE eOLINCIL
New people'arealways welcome to join any of these activites . Contact
SPC at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

• The Literature Committee
• Program Committee
• Political Action Committee
• Organizational Maintenance Committee
• Pledge Coordinator: Pat Hoffman

Statement a f prirpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded In 1936, Is an
ant lwarlsocial Justice organization. It Is community-based; autono-
mous and funded by the contributions of its supporters.

5PC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation In any form will no longer Met. It
challenges the Meting unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As
members, we:work to replace Inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social Injustices cannot be understood In Isola-
tWon from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots . SPC stresses astrategy that
makes these connections clear . We Initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression . A fundamental basis for peace and Justice Is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition-or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both we are committed to norMolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the
needs of us all .

ACLU-CNY Chapter
471-2821

AIDS Community Resources
475-2430

Alliance-Psychiatric System
Survivors
George Ebert

	

475-4120
American Friends Service
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471-0518
Fair Trial for Mumla Committee
Sam Alcoff

	

425-9345
Food Bank of CNY

	

437-1899
Food Not Bombs
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About the cower:
This month's cover art may look familiar. This ironic look at the un-spoken and denied
connection between militarism and violence in ourcommunities was run previously in the
Peace Newsletter. The first reader who correctly identifies the date it was previously printed will
win two free passes to the Plowshares Craftsfair.
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PEACE NEWSLETTER

volves shared management of the SPC of-
fice and coordinating a, variety of educa-
tional, political action, and fund-raising ac-
tivities.

To express interest, please send a re-
sume to Beth Mdsely, SPC, 924 Burnet
Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13203. SPC is in a
period of transition, and while we are hoping
to fill the position soon, we are most con-
cerned about fmding a good fit with our
aspirations and needs.

Don't miss this chance to be part of the
long and respected history of the Syracuse
Peace Council .

—Rae Kramer

3D Enclosed $12 for one year.
0 $	 additional donation for all your great work!
0 Please contact me about volunteering . ,

the Syracuse Peace Council • 924 Burnet Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13203_

Subscribe to the I'NL - Still only $12 a year for 12 1s`suesl

The Peace Newsletter(PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1536, is the oldest community-based
peace arr<frysticeorganization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve as the internal
organ of SPC and as a forum for articles which
discuss issues of concern to the peace movement.
The opinions expressed in the PNL reflect the
diversity of opinions within SRC itself . While we are
not able to print every possible viewpoint, we do
welcome letter and article submissions as well as
suggestions and assistance.

The PNLhas very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates. Movementgroups are free to
reprintartidesandgraphics, but please give&redits
and send us a copy flagging the reprint. For-profit
groups, please inquire.

ISSN #0735.4134
The PNL Is available on microfilm from

University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd., Ann
Arbor, MI 48106.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U .S.,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is$15. ThePNLis free to prisoners
and low-income people . Your organization, co-op,
etc . can receive 5-25PNLseach month . Our circu-
lation is 4500.

Contributions to SPC beyond PNL sub-
scriptions support our activist programs. We al-
ways need your support. Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.
PNL Distributors (We Need You Too!)

Daniel Bowers, Elinor Cramer, Chuck
Durand, John Fitzsimmons, Bill Hamler, Duane
Hardy, Pat Hoffinan, Andy Molloy, Frederic
Noyes, Marge Rusk, Rich Zalewski

In This Issue:
You'll notice that this month ' s PNL is lighter
than usual. This is a sign of changing times
again at the Peace Council . Tim Judson, who
coordinated the PNL for almost two years,
has left staff and the PNL is currently an all-
volunteer effort. There's lots of room for your
contributions in whatever form.

This month we've got our . hands full
reporting on nonviolent struggles locally,
nationally and internationally.

Your feedback and assistance is
welcomed.

September PNL Meetings
1st & 3rd Wed. 5 pm at the Peace Council

October Issue Deadlines
Articles

	

Sept . 3
Ads

	

Sept. 17
Calendar Items

	

Sept. 24

Thanks to our August mailing
party helpers!

Wanted : Commitment, Competence, Humor. ..
We are looking for this and more : flex-

ibility, belief in SPC's mission, and an interest
in being part of a hard-working team. Just as
the three keys to success in the real estate biz
are location, location, location; in the world of
organizing for the Peace Council, the three
keys are communication, communication,
communication.

SPC is recruiting for a staff person whose
major (but not sole) responsibility is coordina -
tion of the Peace Newsletter. Desired skills
include editing, lay-out, organization , and
ability' to manage the component pieces of
production and distribution. The position (of
approximately 20-30 hours/week) also in-

Name :	

Address :

City	 State :

Phone : (	 )	

Zip	

0 This is a new subscription:

0 This is a renewal

D My address has changed
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Death Penalty
knocking on our door

Carl Mellor

upo

hi the Syracuse community, the death penalty is no longer an abstract
issue. With the recent conviction and death sentence of James Cahill for
first-degree murder, capital punishment is being discussed in our daily
newspapers and on the steps of the county courthouse where people
opposed to executions have gathered to endorse non-violence and to bear
public witness . For them, the Cahill trial generates a variety of perspec-
tives.

For starters, the trial led many more people to think about capital
punishment in an intense manner. "It ' s no longer on thebackbumer," noted
Margaret Stinson, a member ofPeople AgainstThe Death Penalty, Central
New York . "Our community have been forced to confront the issue."

And the horrific nature of the violence committed against Jill Cahill
has predictably inspired letters stating that anyone who committed such
violence has no right to live. Ted Sizing, another of the people who
gathered on the courthouse steps, asserts that the community has to both
consider James Cahill's actions and the consequences of an execution.
"We have to stop and think, " he said . "One person has died. Do we now
have the right to take a life? No, we don't. "

In addition, there are other matters to focus
n . One of them is the notion that capital
punishment is the only way for the com-
munity to express its disapproval . In-
deed, Stinson asks the following ques-

tions : "Are we so lacking in creativ-
ity that this is the only way to ex-
press our disapproval? Have we
come to the point where James

Cahill is considered so worthless that
the only option is to condemn him to

premeditated murder by the state?"
She also asserts that the trial needs to

be viewed more in the light of its impact upon
two families, families affected by a particularly brutal tragedy. What are
the possibilities forhealing and for the community to support and nurture
the families? What will be the impact of another death?

Finally, the local trial can not be seen as an isolated event. It's just one
of several trials that will be taking place around NewYorkState as various
district attorneys seek the death penalty in other cases . It's very possible
that within a few years, executions will be taking place in our state on an
ongoing basis, and that prospect has Stinson totally dismayed. "We tell
kids not to be violent," she said. "Yet we reserve the right for the state to
kill people? What kind of an example are we setting?"

If you are among those troubled by such state-sponsored murder,
contact People Against the Death Penalty to get involved, 637-3344 .

Commitment, Consensus
and Community
Joan and Doug are Wed

Joan Goldberg and Douglas Igelsrud were married on Thurs-
day evening, July 29, 1999 at the home of Shirley and Larry
Novak. Nick Cardell, Minister Emeritus of May Memorial
Unitarian Universalist Society, officiated at the ceremony. He
was assisted by Susie Weiss . Gloria Castillo de Zamora was the
matron of honor. Edward Igelsrud was his father's best man. The
couple will be residing in Syracuse.

Joan and Doug met during their involvement in the Central
America sanctuary movement in the late 1980's . At that time the
Castillo Zamora family was in sanctuary in Syracuse. Among the
40 guests were many Syracuse human rights activists . Joan and
Doug have been stalwart activists for human rights in Latin
America, with particular interests in Cuba, Guatemala and Peru,
as well as El Salvador, homeland to the Castillo Zamora family.
Joan has also been visible and vocal in supporting a just peace in
Israel and Palestine.

Much affection and connection were in evidence at Joan and
Doug's wedding. In the process of joining their lives in a formal,
yet very personalized, manner, they brought together their
heterogenous friends and relations . Some of the guests see each
other frequently in various spheres, including participation in the
accompaniment of struggling peoples throughout the world.
Some guests had not seen each other in years, because their
interests and activities are so diverse, but all of those present felt
the power of a faithful community .

-Paul Welchselbaurn
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Fr. Roy Bourgeois Coming to Syracuse
Campaign to Close the School of the Americas Founder Will Visit on Oct . 3-6
Ann Tiffany
with John Fitzsimmons

FR. ROY BOURGEOIS, Maryknoll priest and
founder of SOA Watch, will visit Syra-

cuse and CNY on October 3
through October6, 1999 .Because
of his unique history Fr. Roy is
well qualified to speak on the
need to close the SOA and the
related issues of American for-
eign and military policy . The
CNY/SOA Abolitionist group has
scheduled him for speaking en-
gagements throughout CNY . He
will be the keynote speaker et the
annual award dinner of Peace
Action of CNY on October 3.

In 1990 Fr. Roy Bourgeois
rented an apartment literally at the
main gateof Ft . Bening, Georgia,
the largest army infantry base in the US and the
location of the School of the Americas (SOA).
Calling his home the office of SOA Watch, he
birthedamovement . Fromahandful of people at
a fast and vigil at Ft . Benning in 1991 to 7,000
people in 1998, SOA Watch has grown to a
national nonviolent action and lobbying group.

In 1999 Fr. Roy received international
attention. The Washington Post did an in-
depth article about him and his cause. He was
invited to Spain to testify during the ongoing
investigation into the Pinochet case. He has
received religious and civil awards for his
efforts to close the School of the Americas.

Who is this man? What leadership quali-
ties does he have that make the yearly vigil at
Ft. Benning a major nonviolent event? Central
New Yorkers will have an opportunity to learn
for themselves when Fr . Roy visits us in early
October, a month before the call for 10,000 to
gather at the base in November, 1999.

There is Fr . Roy the Navy communica
Lions officer who received the purple heart
during the Vietnam conflict and then returned
it as a way of atoning for his part in the war.
While in Vietnam he confronted poverty and
suffering as a volunteer at an orphanage run by
a Catholic missionary . This experience, to -
gether with the violence around him, led him
to break his engagement with his high school
sweetheart and become a Maryknoll priest .

Still Fr. Roy was not the activist we know
today. Raised in a close-knit, comfortable,
Catholic family in Louisiana's "Cajun coun-
try" Roy was politically conservative. As his
friend Steve DeMott, director of Maryknoll's
social communications department puts it,
"He was still a hawk with a few dove feathers

sticking out" when he entered the Maryknoll
Seminary in Illinois.

It was Fr. Bourgeois' first Maryknoll
assignment in an impoverished barrio in La
Paz, Bolivia that led him to identify with the
poor and live in a $12 per month apartment
without running water. That experiencemoved
him to ever increasing activism, his arrest by
the Bolivian government and the warning "that
his safety could not be guaranteed" . He left
Bolivia, but the lessons stayed with him . Later
he learned that Hugo Banzer, dictator and

oppressor of the Bolivian people, had been
named to the SOA's Hall of Fame.

We next fmd Fr. Roy traveling in Central
and South America in his job as .an instructor
on Latin American issues for Maryknoll in
Chicago . His distress and then outrage grew,
particularly by his increased awareness of the
death squadactivities inEl Salvador. He knew

Archbishop Romero and two of the
four murdered church women were
close friends.
At this point the focus in his life moved
toFt.Boutin whenhelearned in 1983
that 500 Salvadoran soldiers had ar-
rived for training in counterinsurgency
tactics . With two friends Fr. Roy en-
tered Ft. Benning dressed as an army
officer. Armed with aboom box anda
tapeof Archbishop Romero's lasthom-
ily, the three climbed a pine tree next to
the barracks housing the soldiers . In the
middle of the night the Salvadorans
hurdle voice of the assassinated Arch-

bishop pleading with them to lay down their
weapons and stop the repression of their people.

After 18 months in prison for this action,
Fr. Roy returned to civilian life and spent five
months in a Trappist Monastery seriously
considering a contemplative vocation. Obvi-
ously he did not choose this path, but his life
has consistently shown his belief in the need to
balance action with prayer and contemplation.

Hearing the results of a Congressional

continued on page 8

SUNDAY, October 3

	

3:00pm : Talk at SUNY, Binghamton.
9:30 am — Mass at St. Lucy's Church. 423 Contact: Jack Gilroy (607) 748-8105

Gifford St., Syracuse, followed by a discussion . Evening : Talk at Cornell University.
Contact: Mike Pasquale 445-4611. Contact: Hannah Wittman (607) 255 . 7293
Sunday evening — Fr. Roy is the keynote
speaker at Peace Action of CNY's annual award

	

TUESDAY, October 5

dinner at LeMoyne Manor, Liverpool. Dinner is Daytime - Classes at LeMoyne College

$35-$75/person. A donation is requested of those 4:00P — Talk at Syracuse University.
Contact: John Burdick 423.8722
7:00pm — Talk at LeMoyne College.
Contact: Mike Pasquale 445.4611

MONDAY, October 4
7:00am — Interreligious Counal Breakfast at Morning — Meetings with the Press.
St. Patrick's Church, Binghamton .

	

7 :30pm — Talk at Colgate College.
Contact: Jack Gilroy (607)748-8105

	

Contact: Nigel Young & Chris Fritz 228-7806

NOTE: All Information Is subject to change . Please contact people listed above or Ann
llffany478-4571 to confirm times & locations.

only attending Fr . Roy's talk.
Contact: Peace Action of CNY 478-7442

WEDNESDAY, October 6
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The Myth of Liberty and Justice Exposed
Liberty Bell Shut Down During "Independence Day" Weekend!

to violate theunjust Fugitive Slave Act, One man
who was angry at the protesters saidto the police,
"Kill them al1.I fought for freedom in this country
and I want you to kill them all ."

Demonstrators participated in nonviolence
training sessions, offered beforehand in Phila-
delphia, New York and Newark. People formed
affinity groups prior to the action, and endorse-
ments came from around the world . Refuse and
Resist, ACT UP, Rainbow Flags for Murcia (a.
lesbian, gay, bi, trans affinity group), Kairos/
Plowshares, Resistance in Brooklyn (RnB),

Lisa Guido & Audrey Stewart

Hore than 400 people shut down the
"Lack of Liberty Bell" in Philadelphia

for the afternoon Saturday, July 3 to bring
attention to the case of Murcia Abu Jamal and
accompanying issues of racism, the death pen-
alty, and police brutality surrounding his case.
Activists nonviolently blocked entrances, made
announcements inside the Liberty Bell Pavil-
ion, chained shut the doors, rang tiny bells and
hung banners from the roof to expose the
injustice surrounding Mumia 's case and the
myth about Liberty and Justice for all here in
Amerika.

Leonard Weinglass, the attorney working
with Mumia, has assembled a long list of reasons
whyhis trial was unfair. (Thelnternational Action
Center and the Concerned Family and Friends of
Murcia websites have excellent information about

umia's case.) He spoke at the March on City
Hall inPhilly, where thousands gathered forMtimia
onApril 24, naming off just afew of the problems
with the trial: witnesses for the prosecution later
confessed to lying under oath because of police
pressure and coercion; policenever tested Mumia's
hands to see if any evidence of firing a gun could
be f̀ettnd; he was stripped of his right to defend
himself; he tried to fire his court-appointed lawyer
but was denied; police witnesses changed their
testimony about where bodies were found, etc.
The list goes on.

Star-spangled tourists were treated to an af-
ternoon of spirited chants and songs about the
truth behind the government,media lies, and the
lack of freedom and justice in this country . The
police arrested 93 people who attempted to edu-
cate tourists about the lack of liberty in Philadel-
phia and in Amerika. The Philly papers incor-
rectly reported the crowd to be mostly teen-agers,
but there were at least three grandmothers in my
cell and defmitely a spectrum of ages throughout
the cells we filled that afternoon and evening.

Reactions varied from encouragement to fury
over not being able to see the precious bell . We
wanted to remind such liberty-minded people to
remember that civil disobedience is an essential
partofhistory and not tobe forgotten : just like the
Boston Tea Party, civil rights sit-ins, and jail-
breaks organized by black and whitepeopleunited

Photo by Jennifer Beach

Student Liberation Action Movement, Rev.
Lucius Walker with Interreligious Foundation
for Comtnunity Organization (IFCO), the Green
Party Red Balloon Collective, the Visitors
Group (people who regularly visit Mumia), the
Pennsylvania Abolitionists and the War Re-
sisters League were some of the affinity groups
arrested. South African poet and former politi-
cal prisoner Dennis Brutus was arrested as well
as members of Academics for Ivlumia, Com-
mittee in Solidarity with the People of El
Salvador, and countless other groups. Those
arrested were held from approximately noon
through 10 p.m. and given the "choice" of a
$250 fine or a trial . We were all brought before
a magistrate, handcuffed behind our backs,
charged and told to "go in peace." One person,
who then told the judge to go in peace, was
detained longer than anyone else. All other
attempts to speak were denied. We will be

notified by mail as to our court date. The
demonstration was the lead story on all four
major area TV newscasts . '

The next day began with speakers, chants
and music for Mumia on one side of the liberty bell
and appearances by Bill Clinton, Madeline
Albright, DeathPenalty supporterGov. TothRidge
of Pennsylvania and the mayor of Philly on a
blindingly red, white, andbluestageon the other.
People lined thestreet with colorful banners . The
crowd included groups from the previous day and
supporters from Concemed FamilyandFriends of
Mumia, MOVE, supporters of Leonard Peltier
and the American Indian Movement (AIM), the
PuertoRicanIndependenceMovemett,IAC, the
Revolutionary Worker, the Catholic Worker and
others . SomeMOVEmembers wore shirts with a
pictureof the Philadelphiapolicebomb-
ing the MOVE house in May 1985, which killed
six adults and five children and destroyed 61
houses in the predominantly Black neighborhood.
Theone adult survivor from the MOVE House,
Ramona Africa,gavean impassioned talk at the
rally. After serving seven, years in prison, she
speaks around the country for justice for Murcia,
for the MOVE 9 imprisoned since1978, and to
expose the truth about the prison system as sla-
very . The microphone was open to everyone.
Spirits werchigh and either Clinton's or Ridge's
speech was . drowned out at one point from the
voices raised together at the rally . Police attempted
to seize the sound system but were unable toreach
it as people immediately surrounded the system to
create ahuman barrier.

This is a crucial time for Mumia's case.
His health is deteriorating ., His friend Pam
Africa recently visited him and saw that his left
leg and foot are severely swollen; as is usually
the case, prison officials refuse to provide
adequate medical attention. He could be suffer-
ing from diabetes, gangrene, or ,a heart prob-
lem. Mumia's second, appeal was denied in
October 1998. The governor may sign a death
warrant in the coming months .

	

.
There is a call for "100 cities for Mumia"

for the Week of Sept. 19-25 with mass actions
on the 25th. People are encouraged to organize
events in their own cities or towns to educate
the public about this case. The last "political
prisoners" to be executed in this country were
the Rosenbergs,

continued on page 11
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Staying Grounded
An Appeal for Continued Anti-War Efforts

D id I just see what I think I saw? Has a
growing anti-war movement suddenly

become dormant, for the umpteenth time in
the past few decades - inthis case before the
war at hand was even over? Has theUS Left
once again turned its back, or at least its side,
to an ongoingcrisis Broughtabout or conflated
by the US itself? That's cer-
tainly what appears to have
happened in the case of the ,
current NATO war on the
people of Yugoslavia.

Butof course these cri ses
don' t end when a peace agree-
ment is signed . The strife in
Kosovo and Serbia is still very
real. Out of sight, out of mind
doesn't apply so well in such
cases :

Thereality we 're facing
here at home is an endless
host of issueswith which ac -
tivists must be concerned,
each distracting attention
from the others . We aren't ACCIDENTAL NATO CIVILIAN BOMBING DEATHS ARE
evenclose toaunifiedmove- TRACED TO U .S . RELIANCE ON AN OUTDATED MAP
ment witha holistic approach
to social change and resistance . Instead, we
have a fractured array of struggles,: each vying
for the attention and allegiance of concerned
people everywhere, seldom acknowledging
connections between causes, never mind com-
bining forces to act on broader issues with
common roots. So while this or that crisis may
attract extraordinary attention for a time, even-
tually we return to our cause of choice and
devote most of our energy to it.

Wars come and go, as do upsurges in anti-
war activity. The problem with this ebb and
flow, so to speak, is that while were retreating
to take on various other causes, the Pentagon
and State Department get a head start at build-
ing toward the next war. Then we play a game
ofcatch-up, over and over again . The problem
is that there is no significant Left infrastruc-
ture capable of struggling against war during
times of relative peace.

Locally, here in Syracuse, wehave seen a

Brian Dominick good example of just this phenomenon. There
was for a brief period good reason to believe
Central New York was developing some kind
of anti-war infrastructure, however informally.
Folks who had been working against the sanc-
tions and continued bombing of Iraq added
anti-interventionist work on the Kosovo crisis
to their agenda. A promising demonstration
was held in April, amidst educational events
and public statements against the US/NATO
campaign: A collective was spawned to pro-
duce and distribute nationally a newspaper
arguing at length against US intervention in the

Balkans, explaining sides of the story the main-
stream media ignore as a policy . A contingent
of CNY activists headed to Washington, DC on
June 5 to join thousands from around the
country in a protest at the Pentagon . But within
days, a settlement was signed and with it the
anti-war movement deflated. Almost no one
has made a peep since.

Did we ever become a threat? Some have
suggested that the June 5 demo was a major
incentive for the US to concede certain de-
mands on Serbia, to which NATO had been
holding fast, and rush forward the peace agree-
ment. It would be wonderful to think that we
had an effect on US policy, but I hardly think
five or six thousand demonstrating on each
coast had White House officials exactly shak-
ing in their shoes. Our movement never truly
got past the pathetic phase - not locally, not
nationally. We were never a threat to the status
quo; we never actually raised the costs of

waging war on the essentially defenseless
people of Yugoslavia . We never even man-
aged to convince the population here that the
West's intentions were anything other than
misguided but noble.

With alarming consistency, we see•a few
activists vigilant enough to work on unpopu-
lar struggles for international peace, only sup-
ported in their endeavors when the . issue at
hand is on the front pages of mainstream
dailies . In other words, the Left itself is allow-
ing the corporate media to choose our agenda.
After the late 1997 massacre at ' Acted, in

Chiapas, Mexico, there was an upsurge
in activity supporting the Maya people
of Southern Mexico who are directly
and extremely exploited by US
neoliberal policies toward our neigh-
bors to the South. But then, when fewer
and smaller massacres were being re-
ported, widespread activity and even
awareness declined. Almost exactly a
year later, when the US resumed a full-
scale bombing campaign against Iraq
for alleged noncompliance with UN `'
weapons inspectors, there was a flurry
of activity. Those who had been orga-
nizing long-term against the despicable
sanctions which are killing thousands
of Iraqis each month overnight became
leaders of a temporarily expanded
movement . But since the bombing has
slowed down (it's still going on, by the

way, sporadically but without halting), so too
have our efforts to end or reverse current US
policy toward Iraq.

Now that a (preposterous) deal has been
signed with Serb leaders, and fully-armed
NATO troops calling themselves K-1 OR have
moved into Kosovo to protect Kosovars from
themselves, we are taking that long-awaited.
deep breath. I'1l admit, I was extremely re-
lieved when the bombing stopped . I got around
to seeing my family, and finally slept more
than 4 hours in a single night. But when I.
breathed' in again, looking to engage in a new
phase of awareness-raising and resistance, I
found nearly everyone, including members of
my own anti-war collective, had moved on or
returned to other pursuits.

I can't argue with anyone that anti-war
work is more important than anything else.
Working against police brutality, sexualized

continued on page ei
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Staying Grounded
Continued from page 7
violence, the threat of nuclear catastrophe,
and an endless laundry list of oppressions is
vital : no doubt about it. But since nearly every-
one on the Left, locally and throughout the
country, seems to rally against war when one
"comes around," it seems to make sense that
we start preventing wars instead of periodi-
cally scrambling to stop them. The protracted
movements against' proposed US interven-
tions in Central America during the 1980s
were largely successful, by most reasonable
standards . They didn' t reflect the glory attrib-
uted to movements which helped put an end to
the Vietnam war, but that's because they helped
prevent invasions rather than curtail them.

In February of 1998, a hastily-organized
campaign against impending assaults on Iraq
was responsible for knocking that option off
the pentagon planning table . At that time,
Washington allowed CNN to broadcast a na -
tional "town hall" meeting with State Depart-

Roy Bourgeois
Continued from page 5

hearing into the 1989 murder of six Jesuits,
their housekeeper and her daughter, which
exposed the murderers as graduates of the
SOA, Fr . Roymoved into action.He moved
toColumbus, Georgia and began the arduous
task of unveiling the truth about the SOA.

The Freedom of Information Act and
the UN Truth Commission Report after the
civil war in El Salvador were SOA Watch's
main tools in the beginning . Fr. Roy held a
35-day fast at the gates of Ft . Benning in the
early '90s in November to commemorate
the assassination of the Jesuit priests . The
story of Fr . Roy's courageous nonviolent
action at FtrBenning in 1983, for which he
spent 18 months in prison, has been widely
shared among Central American Solidarity
folks in the '80s and '90s . Activists have
responded tohis call each year to be present

meet notables, which radical anti-war activ-
ists crashed and spoiled while the whole world
looked on . That forced the government to act
more swiftly, with little deliberation, when it
moved to crush Iraq that December, perhaps
hurrying and thus crippling the effort some-
what. To "the degree we areprepared — and
preparation requires constant vigilance and
organizing efforts which transcend periods
between outright warfare -- we can make it
that much more difficult for our leaders to
bring us to war. This means more time to
devote to other issues of domestic or interna-
tional importance.

But what, really, are our options when a
so-called humanitarian crisis like the Yugo-
slavia turmoil presents itself? First we should
be asking which other struggles are presently
looming. Theprimary goal should be not to get
caughtby surprise, ever again. And to remain
consistent in our efforts to expose flash points
wherever they are heating up . We need to be
keeping our eyes on US actions in Mexico,
Iraq, Colombia, East Timor, Indonesia, Iran,

at Ft . Bening in November andWashing-
ton, DC in the Spring .,

From Vietnam to Ft. Henning, Geor-
gia. . . . from a gathering of ten to a gathering
of 7,000 in 1998 . .. . from three arrests to
2,318 people risking arrest. . . . from secrecy
about the SOA to House and Senate bills
calling for its closure is a fascinating story.
The voice of Fr. Roy Bourgeois has been
heard.

I urge everyone to take the opportunity
to meet Fr. Roy Bourgeois when he is in the
Syracuse area the first week of October.
Feel his compassion for the people of Cen-
tral America, learn of his faith and commit-
ment through his words, laugh with him as
he shares his sense of humor, and experi-
ence his energizing presence.

Ann is an SOA Abolitionist and
former prisoner of conscience .

Korea, Sudan, Turkey, and a number of other
crisis areas around the globe.

We also have to remain solution-oriented,
from the beginning . Looking at a given crisis,
we have to come up with means by which it
can be resolved without resorting to invasion
forces. Many have seriously suggested the use
of "nonviolent armies ." This refers to large
numbers of activists trained in nonviolent tac-
tics, medicine, conflict resolution, counsel-
ing, observation and investigation, and so
forth. The activists work together internation-
ally to become (1) a physical and political
barrier between oppressors and victims, or
two warring sides ; and (2) aid in the rebuilding
of a society and the establishment of peace and
tolerance . This may well be the only alterna-
tive to exacerbation, or the dreaded "doing
nothing" which our leaders only advocate
when the "humanitarian crisis" is one they
don't care about, like most of those in Africa,
for instance.

Finally, we need to start developing na-
tional coalitions and local organizations which
can carry on the important work of raising
awareness and maintaining contact with orga-
nizers on the ground in every city, every neigh-
borhood. Most of the national organizations
are either strongly religious or ideological in, ..
their bases for unification, which is reflected
in their preferredstrategies, tactics and overall
approaches.No one organization will meet the
.kerns and interests of all activists, to be
sure. Butthe important thing for now is to keep
people involved, to maintain connections be-
tween those doing anti-war work, to support
those doing intellectual work that will help us
stay in touch with various crises, and to sup-
port those doing grassroots outreach and orga -
nizing . These are all key roles of consistent
anti-war organizing efforts — each needs to
be, and can be, carried out by many more
people.

If you came out to the march against the
war last spring, are you presently doing any-
thing to prevent yourself from having to come
out again next spring, next month, next time?
Lots of causes deserve our attention right now.
Lots of local people deserve our support as
they struggle tirelessly to deescalate and pre-
vent conflicts on every continent. Let's get
involved now so we don ' t have to get involved
later.

Brian is a member of the On the Ground
collective, as well as a writer and web
developer foil Magazine (help ://
wwwzmag.org).
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A Celebration for All People,
Juneteenth Commemoration a Big Success in Syracuse
Daniel Bowers

uneteenth is a celebration of freedom
and a symbol of hope for us all . In April
1865 the civil war had ended and the

devastated American South was forced to
accept defeat . Efforts were made to reunite
the nation. Plantations would have new
systems of operations and slavery would
finally end. However, it took a long time to
spread the word that the war was over.

Two months after the end of the war,
slave masters in the western States, particu-
larly Texas, kept the news a secret. They
refused to tell their slaves until the crops had
been cleaned, and all the work was finished.
It was "business as usual," but as free slaves
and abolitionists made their way across the
country there was no way of keeping the
secret. By June 19, 1865 all the remaining
slaves in the United States of America were
finally set free as the last of the crops had
been cleaned . Thus the creation of the
Juneteenth holiday, and throughout its his-
tory it has been a day of celebration and
remembrance.

This year's celebration on Saturday, June
19 at the Southwest Community Center was
no exception! I could already feel the excite-
ment. The kids (I ama tutor for the Refrigera-
tor DoorClub, an educational program started
by Carol Perry, to give kids from the South
Sideskills to make it to college) and Ihad read
about the Juneteenth celebration . One book
talked about how it was a time for the whole
African-American community to come to-
gether for singing dancing, eating and
storytelling . Sure enough, there was all of
that and much more too. This year's festival
was truly for the children, who easily out-
numbered adults five to one. There were at
least thirty gaming tables (many, if not all,
guaranteed prizes for everyone), food and
drink and two,main stages with a continuous
display of music, dancing and story telling.
We became part of a gathering of thousands.

Local poet Jackie Warren-Moore, re-
cited a rousing speech inciting the crowd to
chant with her "We are free, we are free ."
We listened and chanted over and over as

Moore encouraged us to chant even louder and
clearer . I wanted the whole world to hear our
voices and feel the power.

I watched the children's faces as they
chanted and listened . It was truly breathtak-
ing. The children have never experienced Jim
Crow laws or slavery, and were so proud,
even elated. Chanting "we are free" was as
easy to them as saying their names. Some
even had a hard time understanding the con-
cept of slavery . If only their ancestors could
see them now.

My only hope is for the kids to be able

to hold onto that freedom, and for no one to
take it away.. I'd like to see them take this
freedom to heart to help create a better world
for us all, and I think they can . Ms. Warren-
Moore spoke of our African American ances-
tors building this nation and likened them to
seeds. She encouraged all of us to work for
peace and freedom in our daily lives so that we
allmaycontinue to enjoy ooir livesand prosper
without the fear and pain of racial prejudice.
She asked her audience to mike the slaves'
strength our strength.

It was a reaffirming vow of equality for
all. As I watched her speak a smiling African
American manwalked byinhisdre ssfireman's
uniform and a woman,stopped him to take his
picture. He was so proud and walked away
with abigger smile: It would benice to see this
pride everyday, I think that this is an important

aspect of the Juneteenth celebration . It is not
merely a time to condemn racists of the past,
present, or future. Juneteenth is an accentua-
tion of positive living and community spirit. It
is a time to honor ancestors, neighbors, friends,
family and self, to celebrate African American
accomplishments, and for our diverse culture
to reward itself for making a commitment to
ending discrimination. Juneteenth is a dedica-
tion to maintain freedom and unity. It is a day
to feel great about each other.

As Ms. Warren-Moore left the stage,
dancers and drummers took their places. With
drums pounding andfeet stomping we cheered
as they made their way through the crowd . We
danced as the music flowed through the air,
smiles were contagious . An intense spiritual-
ity nourished us with art and participation.
This kind of entertainment is meaningful. Its
significance cannot be found on a television
screen. The community interaction is what
made this event priceless.

During this year' s celebration I witnessed
many amazing events I will never forget . While at
the SouthwestConummity Center, we decided to
visit the plaque awarded to Ms . Vera Perry, a
woman who helped our community in many
ways during her lifetime, and passed this value on
to her children. One of my tutoring students, a
brightyoungmannamed Paris Perry,is hergrand-
son. We looked at her picture and together we
read the inscription honoring her contributions.
Then I looked down at Paris . He had the largest
smile his face could produce and exclaimed,
"That's my Grandmother!"

We reveled in the knowledge that peace is
made by people who help others and spread love.
In this moment, Paris realized that his grand-
mother was an extraordinary person whotouched
many lives,not just his own family .lt helped him
to understand thenature of community.

Justliketheanalogythatonemustsee aforest
for the trees, I realized that without people like the
Perry family there is no community . This family
has raised each generation with loveforall so that
community spirit can be passed on from one gen-
eration to thenext.

Another very important aspect of Juneteenth
is that it is not just for African-Americans. There
is an open invitation for all to participate . It is a
celebration for all people (and an opportunity to

continued on page 1 i



Quote of the Month:
"I've lived in two communist countries, China
and Vietnam. And I've never seen anything
worse than this . I never knew a law like this
could exist in America." — Chan Hoang

Out of the Frying Pan . .. and Right Back In
Thirty-two year old Chan Hoang came to the
United States from a refugee camp in Hong
Kong in 1980 . He was convicted of selling
drugs to an undercover policeman and spent
five years in prison. Upon his release, a new
law championed by Texas Republican Con-
gressman Lamar Smith, dictated that Hoang
be remanded to the custody of the hnmigration
andNaturalization Service since the U .S . does
not have full diplomatic relations with his
native country of Vietnam. He shares an eight
by eight foot cell with another detainee . No
end to his incarceration is in sight.

Quote from the past:
"When people speak toyou about a preventive
war, you tell them to go andfight it. After my
experience, I have come to hate war. War
.settles nothing." — Dwight D . Eisenhower

'The Ticking Debt Bomb
For the last few years the economic news in
the United States has been glowing . The U.S.
economy has grown at a healthy 4% average
kate since 1997, with "virtually" full employ-
ment and negligible inflation, thus returning
to macroeconomic conditionsnet experienced
since the early 1960s. Two-and-a-half years
after Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan
Greenspan warned of "irrational exuberance"
on Wall Street, the New York stock market
continues to climb to unparalleled heights.
Meanwhile, more and more observers claim
that we are now in a "new economy" that is
immune to forces that caused previous infla-
tion and recessions.

Yet in the midst of this celebratory envi-
ronment, some indicators regularly cast a pall.
Month after month, year after year, the U.S.
trade deficit sets new records . And as the U.S.
borrows to cover the excess of its imports over
its exports, the U.S . position as the world's
largest debtor grows by leaps and bounds.
Closely related to both of these trends is the
drop in the U .S. private saving rate, which
forces the country tocontinue borrowingfrom
abroad in spite of the shift from a deficit to a
surplus in the federal budget balance.

In fact, the U.S . economy 's current pros-
perity rests on the fragile foundations of a

consumer spending boom based on a domestic
stock market bubble, combined with foreign
bankrolling of the U .S . trade deficit. If present
trends continue, the growth in U.S. interna-
tional debt will not be sustainable . No country
can continue to borrow so much from abroad
without eventually triggering a depreciation
of its currency and a contraction of its economy.
The rising trade deficit and mushrooming for-
eign debt are thus warning signals of underly-
ing problems that—if not corrected-could
bring the U.S . economic boom crashing to a
halt in the not-too-distant future.
Source: Economic Policy Institute

Biotech Crops a Mixed Blessing
Farmers are having mixed success planting
crops that are genetically modified to kill
insect pests, according to an industry study
releasedrecently . While the altered seeds pro-
duce better yields, farmers can lose money on
the crops when commodity prices and infesta-
tions are low, the study found.

Corn growers made an extra $71 million
by using genetically modified seeds in 1997,
but planted three times as much acreage to the
crop last year and lost $26 million when grain
prices plummeted and ; infestation levels
dropped, according to the report by the Na-
tional Centerfor Food and Agricultural Policy,
a Washington-based research policy group.
The so-called Bt-corn contains genes from
bacteria known as Bacillus thuringiensis . It's
resistant to the corn borer but costs more than
conventional seed. "A fanner must incur the
costs of the technology before knowing the
levels of pest infestation during the growing
year or the price that will be received for the
crop at the end of the year," the study said.
"Thus, it is to be expected that wide variations
in actual returns will occur." Cotton farmers
fared better, saving $92 million last year on
their Bt crops, Potato growers have largely
declined to plant Bt crops because they prefer
to use an insecticide that will kill more pests,
the study said.
Source: AP/Rudy Leon

Return To Sender
Four thousand tons of ash from a U.S . garbage
incinerator are sitting in a beach town inHaiti
right now . A ship carrying this ash from the
city of Philadelphia dumped it there 10 years
ago, claiming it was fertilizer . The heavy
metals and other toxins in the ash are blowing
in the tropical wind and being carried into the
sea by heavy rains . Cadmium and lead, two

Edited by Mike Kernahan

metals present in the ash, contribute to neuro-
logical damage, lung and bone disorders, birth
defects and other health problems . Samples of
adjacent soil show the toxins have migrated
into the environment . In ten years, not even a
fence or warning sign has been erected to
protect the community. Haitian and U .S. envi-
ronmentalists have been working for years to
persuade the Philadelphia and U.S . authorities
to repatriate the ash without success.
Source : Essential Action

The Ever-Present Yet Nonexistent Poor
As a poverty specialist for the conservative
Heritage Foundation, Robert Rector is one of
the right-wing media machine's most prolific
pundits. In 1996, the year of the welfare re-
form debate, he was cited in media outlets an
average of more than 15 times amonth (Nexis).
Rector also feeds a vast network of right-wing
talkshow hosts and syndicated columnists who
pick up and broadcast his findings. Yet for all
his influence, Rector's work is a mess of
misleading statistics and specious arguments
all contrived to accomplish a single goal : to
cut spending on the poor:

In 1995, Recur testified before Congress
that "since the onset of the War on Poverty, the
U.S . has spent over $5.3 trillion on welfare.
But during the same period, the official pov-
erty rate has remained virtually unchanged."
Rector's figure—which he soon updated to
$5.4 trillion—is grossly misleading : It includes
huge amounts of spending not directed to-
wards families on welfare.

The Center on Budget and Policy Priori-
ties calculated that approximately 70 percent
of the federal spending that Rector classified
as "welfare" went to households that did not
receive Aid to Families With Dependent Chil-
dren, the core welfare program in recent de-
cades . Instead, most of the money went to non-
AFDC households with elderly, disabled or
"medically needy" individuals, as well as stu-
dents and low-income workers—not groups
most people would associate with "welfare ."
Even if Rector's $5 .4 trillion figure were accu -
rate, it would need to be put in perspective.
Spending on "national defense" since 1964
overshadows even Rector's inflated "Welfare"
number, exceeding $8 trillion at the time of
Rector's testimony—and that figure does not
include spending on intelligence, foreign mili-
tary aid and other military-related items.
Despite its flimsiness, Rector's charge echoed
through the media.
Source : FAIR
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A Climate of Fear
Rockefeller Laws Still Use Poor as Political Stepping Stones

New York Governor George Pataki is
requesting $900 million dollars to build 6
more prisons . Slashing money for social pro-
grams, prison programs, prison education and
re-integration programs virtually guarantees
an ever-expanding prison population . We may
like to call them prisons but in reality they act
as concentration camps for thepoor anddisen-
franchised . The not-so-hidden agenda is that,
rather than spend money to help the poor,
politicians prefer to pack them away in pris-
ons. This provides politically valuable upstate
employment in areas suffering from military
cutbacks and industrial flight to the south,
west, andoverseas . Republicans boast of solv-
ing economic and social problems, and hope
to win more votes in coming elections.

Before I pick on Republicans too much,
Democratic Assembly Speaker Sheldon Sil-
ver., is staunchly opposed to reform of
Rockefeller drug laws for essentially the same
reason Rockefeller created them in the first
place: he wants Democrats to appear tough on
:crime. Democrats consider this essential to
the effort to hang on to their Assembly major-
ity in the next election . So, for once we have
bipartisan agreement : that the only thing the .
poor are good for is to serve as stepping stones
to political advantage.

'Like Rockefeller before him, Pataki has
Washington aspirations . Over 26 years later ,he is
still following the same well-worn though dis-
credited path as his predecessor. More prisons,
more cruelty, and most importantly more fear to
justify it all, The death penalty plays a major role
in perpetuating that climate of fear. Pataki ispush-
ing for a bill that will allow a prosecutor to seek the
death penalty when amurderoccurs forthe"expe-
rience of murdering." Askillful D.A . can make
that apply to any homicide.

The sickness here is that the climate of
fear takes us further and further away from a
society where people can realize their talents
and intrinsic worth and further into a morass
where vengeance and hatred suck up our life
force and poison our hearts . Join the struggle
for peace and justice . A state conference in
Binghamton will take place in the spring and
criminal justice discussion groups are forming
in all local areas . For information, contact the
New York State Alliance Against the Death
Penalty (914) 528-3774, fax : (914) 526-3558.

Joe is a regular contributor to the PNL. 4P

Juneteenth

Continued from page 9

connect with a culture that has a tremendous heri-
tage) . As a young white male, I felt welcomed.
I was encouraged to participate. I will treasure thy
experiences and return again and again with friends
andfamily . Nextyear, bring your loved ones for a
wonderful opportune ty to take part in the Junete en th
celebration! Better yet, get involved and help plan
it. Happy Juneteenth! Uhuru!

Contact Venita at 415-2321 for more in-
formation about how to get involved in plan-
ning next year's celebration.

Daniel isaPNL distributorwhorecentlyjoned
the Editorial Committee.

Mumia Protest

Continued from page 6

We believe all prisoners to be political,
but iris important to remember that Mania was
targeted for a frame-up from the FBI's
COINTELPRO because of his political activi-
ties . He joined the Black Panthers at age 15 and
became known as the "Voice for the Voiceless "
in Philadelphia, covering police brutality and
repression against Black people in Philly. As
president of the Black Journalists Association
in Philadelphia, Mumia was able to get the
word out about the oppression in this country
to thousands of people. He was especially
disliked by the police because of his excellent
coverage of the MOVE trials in the late 1970s.

Since his imprisonment Mumia has writ-
ten extensively about his own case and about
the racism of the prison system (and the entire
country) as well as about issues such as anti-
gay violence, the NATO bombing of Yugosla -
via, the bombing of Iraq, school violence, and
the Puerto Rican Independence movement. His
two books, Live from Death Row and Death
Blossoms, explainhis case as well as expose the
brutality of the prison/slavery system.The text
from his June 1999 taped graduation speech to
Evergreen State University in Oregon can be
found on the IAC website (http ://
www.iacenter.org) as well as on the ICFFM
website. Mumia is also currently on the cover
of Covert Action Quarterly, with an analysis of
the incredible distortions put out by ABC 's
"20/20" show about him.

Lisa Guido and Audrey Stewart of CNY were
arrested July 3 at the Liberty Bell Civil
Disobedience for Mum/a and attended ,%
Me Un-liberty Day Rally on July4 .
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Joe Dubovy

In 1973, Gov. Nelson Rockefeller dearly
wanted to move into the White House. To

prove he was tough on crime, he rammed
through the New York legislature a series of
bills bearing his name. They remain the law of
the state. Of 71,000 prisoners in NY prisons,
more than 22000 are drug offenders, of whom
over 94% are people of color. The state Su-
preme Court is so concerned they are consid-
ering reforms to these drug laws.

Thejudicial system is hamstrung because
a judge is denied the discretion to impose a
sentence she/he may consider appropriate to
the case but must impose that mandated by the
drug laws. For example, possession of 2 ounces
of marijuana under certain conditions will get
you five years. A mule (a person wittingly: or
unwittingly employed to transport drugs) can
get up to 15 years. Even usually-nasty conser-
vative legislators are upset about the mule
aspect of the drug laws. That 's because they
are being deluged with letters by domestic
violence groups . A mule is often a woman in
an abusive, dysfunctional relationship with a
man who threatens to beat her if she will not
carry packages of illicit substances. She may
be lucky for the first few deliveries but even-
tually she is arrested • and sentenced under
draconian drug laws.

In June, Gen. William McCaffrey, Bill
Clinton's czar in the waron drugs (read war
on the poor") came to Albany to scold NY
State politicians about the widespread dam-
age these laws are causing the families of the
incarcerated. McCaffrey claimed that 500,000
family members and relatives are impacted by
these drug laws . Many such family members
raised in a broken home with an incarcerated
family member turn to crime themselves and
soon join the prison population. The drug czar
said that prisons were school's for crime . The
degradation in prison, the loss of self-esteem,
did not help re-integration into the community
when an inmate is discharged . Returning ex-
offenders directly . to the community without
any transitional assistance most often means
that they simply return to the activity that got
them in trouble in the first place and they are
soon recycled to prison.

9/99 Peace Newsletter 11



Hiroshima
Continued from Cover

S asaki'sclassmates completed the num-
ber and put them in the Hiroshima Peace
Park as a tribute to her; a statue of Sasaki
currently stands in the park, and there are
usually many thousands of paper cranes at
its base . Since that time, people young and
old from all over the world have folded paper
cranes as an expression of & hope for peace.

Learning to fold paper into the form of
a crane, required some additional research.
Michael Bissell, a fifth-grade teacher, de-
cided to take on the project at the urging of
his students. Connie Duval, a reading teacher,

found several Internet sites related to the book
and the Hiroshima Peace Park.

After Duvall and Bissell showed the sites
to the students and explained to them about the
park and the crane's symbolism, the students
decided they would like to make and string as
many paper cranes as they could and send
them to Hiroshima.

With directions downloaded from the
interact, the students taught themselves about
origami and how to fold the paper into cranes.
At that point, two additional language arts
classes, taught by Amy Quina and James
Cassella, decided to join in. In all, the project
took about two weeks, with students making
anywhere from 75 to 200 cranes a day. ,

Bissell noted that the book remains timely,
and was a good choice for the class . "Its histori-

cal significance audits ability to draw on the.
concerns about modern social problems, such
as war, made the students more aware of the
need for peace and conflict-freeYesolutions to
problems," he said.

After we read this book, we chose to
make the cranes to make people aware of the
need for peace," saidJ.C . VonHoltz, a student.
"We made a thousand paper cranes because
we thought we would show we care about the
people who died from the atomic bomb,"
Alice Wikoff, a student, said. "We also thought
it would be fun."

Gina Barletta is a new member of the PNL
edtortal committee . This article or/ginaty
appeared in the Phoenix Register, Phoenix,
New York.
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The White Rose
Old Books & Antiques ,

Syracuse Rea ( Food Coopet-ative
your community natural food store

Open soon till dark orb appointment

315/ 478-3312
618 Kensington Road—Syracuse, NY 15310

tel: 315-472-1385 & fax 315-4229021-http:/3wwwfoodcoop .orgfsr(cl
visa, mastercard, .amex, novus, checks & foodstamps accepted

Dr. Howard S. Walsdorf
CHIROPRACTOR

*armpits Joe.

Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related, Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

MARGARET	 R. MATHEWS C .S .W
CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER

• Individuals
• Couples
• Sliding-scale Fee

846 Westmoreland Avenue
Syracuse, N .Y. 13210

(315) 424-7930
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1999 Peace Award
Beth Broadway will receive the 199 peace
award at the annual Peace Action Award Din-
ner. The dinner will take place on Sunday
October 3 at 5pm atte Moyne Manor, 629 Old
Liverpool Rd . in Liverpool . Beth has worked
long and effectively both nationally and lo-
cally `on complex issues such as nuclear aboli
tion and inspires others to follow her example.
She has led both the local and national boards
of Peace Action, and is highly skilled as an
organizer. She was a presenter at the recent
international peace conference in The Hague.

Working as a private consultant in neigh-
borhood grassroots leadership development,
Beth has a keen awareness of the global impli-
cations of local work, and the need to live out
locally the vision we have for the world. She
has played a major role in developing both
TNT (Tomorrow's Neighborhoods Today),
the visioning process which reaches out to
hear the voices of all members of the commu-
nity in designing our future; and the Commu-
nity Wide Dialogues on Race. She is the
"Godmother" of the "change team" designed
to increase ethnic and racial diversity of the
entire Peace Action network.

Fr. Roy Bourgeois will honor Beth as
keynote speaker at the dinner . Fr . Bourgeois is
best known as founder and director of School
Of the Americas Watch, a grassroots move-
ment headquartered in Columbus, Georgia,
which monitors and publicizes human rights
abuses of graduates of the US Army School of
the Americas . Less well known is his role in
making the Academy Award nominee film
"Gods of Metal" about our nuclear addiction.
His keynote will connect his SOA work with
nuclear disarmament efforts.

Reservations for the dinner and program,
at $35-$75 sliding scale, must be received by
September 23 . Please call Peace Action at
478-7442.

— Diane Swords

Visit Tierra Farm and Help PAR
Nearly 200 people celebrated the opening of
TierraFarm's bakery and cafe on June 27 . We
toured the farm where vegetables, fruits, herbs
and flowers are grown organically . Tierra
Farm's 23 acres are located on Glen Haven
Road at the Southwest end of Skaneateles
Lake in the village of New Hope.

One of the things that excites me about
Tierra Farm is that Gunther Fishgold (owner,
fanner, baker, publicist, trainer, etc .) is work-
ing toward making the farm sustainable with-
out the use of animals or animal products.
Many organic farmers consider animals an
essential element of their system because ani-
mals provide manure and eat insect pests . The
problem for me is that the animals are consid -
ered expendable. For example, some organic
farmers keep turkeys during the vegetable
growing season when they can be housed
easily and provide the service of eating in-
sects. But it is cheaper for the fanner to then
slaughter the turkeys and sell them for Thanks-
giving meals than to house and feed them over
the winter . This is not the only way to go!
There are those who farm organically and
sustainably without exploiting animals.
Gunther Fishgold will talk briefly about this
during a fundraiser for People for Animal
Rights (PAR) on Sunday, September 19 at 2
pm at the cafe at Tierra Farm.

An organic, vegan lunch will be served
consisting of pizza, vegetable salad, huh Wad,
lemonade and dessert . A farm tour is part of
the event. Vegan food contains no animal
flesh (whether fish, fowl or mammal) and no
animal products (dairy or eggs) . The cost for
the talk, lunch and tour is $10 to $25 per
person ; each person is asked to choose the
amount they can afford, keeping in mind that
this event is meant to help PAR cony or its
work for animals and the environment . Reser-
vations and payment are necessary prior tothe
event. Please make checks payable to People
for Animal Rights, Inc . and mail to PAR, PO
Box 15358, Syracuse, NY 13215-0358. Your
contribution, minus $5 (the value of the lunch)
is tax-deductible.

Social Movement Initiative
Hosts Conference
The Syracuse Social Movements Initiative
(SSMI) will be hosting the Northeast Network
on Participatory Action Research's annual
conference this year, from Thursday, Septem-
ber 30th, to Sunday, October 3rd, in the Public
Events Room of Eggers Hall, and at the Wescott
Community Center on Euclid Avenue.

In previous years the Network's confer-
ences have taken place at the University of
Toronto and Cornell University. The theme of
this year's conference is "Activist Research:
Exploring Multiple Models ." In addition to
hearing presentations from activist research-
ers and engaging in collective dialogue, the
conference will lead several on-site visits to
local social change organizations that have
recently hosted -SSIVII's collaborative action
research projects. The conference is open to
all members of the Syracuse community. A
registration fee of $45 includes meals for three
days; the fee can be reduced or waived accord-
ing to need.

SSMI is a project of the Program on the
Analysis and Resolution of Conflicts at the
Maxwell School at Syracuse University . For
more information on the conference, please
call John Burdick 443-3822.

— John Burdick

Activist Research
Exploring Multiple Models

Thursday-Sunday

Sept. 30-Oct. 3

registration $45 pnd . meals)
fee can be reduced or wdved

hosted by
Syracuse Social Movement Initiative

for info call John Burdick 443-3822

Contact PAR at the above address or
phone (315) 488-7877 (PURR) or e-mail
linpar@ juno.com. For more information about
Tierra Farm, phone (315) 496-2602.

— Linda DeStefano

Beth Broadway to Receive
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.Look beyond all the corporate hype. Choose us for socially responsible
investing, loans, and service for people by people'who care.

Syracuse Cooperative' Federal Credit Union
723 Westcott St. Syracuse, NY 13210 (315)471-111 b

ARE YOU PLANNING
YOUR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL FUTURE?

LET
Hansen 's Financial F~ Tax Service

Susan S . Hansen
Registered Principal, CFP, LUTCF

Branch Office, Cadaret, Grant, & Co., Inc., Member NASD and SPC

315-637-5153

	

800-318-9780

The
Sagacious
Investor

YOU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER * Mutual Funds, Annuities, Stocks or Bonds
(including Socially Responsible Investments)

* Life, Disability, Long Term Care or Health Insurance

ASSIST YOU IN MAKING
WISE DECISIONS
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Peacemakers
Continued from the cover

Clifford was one of some 120 people who
turned out to join their voices in a call for
nonviolence in our community and peace on
the international level . Featuring speakers,
music, poetry and theater, the program wove
together the voices of young people and adults.

As one of the moving forces behind the
June 13 event, I can't provide a truly objective
analysis, but can look at it with an organizer's
critical eye. We wanted this demonstration to
be different from typical peace rallies, to re-
ally reach out to people concerned with vio-
lence on a local level and to draw the links
between community violence and the vio-
lence of war.

We were motivated by "the hypocrisy of
President Clinton's call for young people to
stop trying to solve conflicts with guns and
bombs in the aftermath of the Columbine
school shootings, while he was leading the
NATO bombing campaign against Yugosla-
via," rally emcee Mary Ann Zeppetello noted.

During the Youth Speakoutportion of the
event, a dozen young people voiced their
concerns, hopes and dreams regarding issues

of violence. They came from different cultural
backgrounds, but shared a concern about the
lack of peace in their lives.

Dr. Bruce Hare, Profesior of African
American Studies at Syracuse I,.Tniversity, de-

.scribed an utidershmdmg of youth violence
which is at odds with most media presenta-
tions. "These young people feel dined (disre-
spected), and rightfully so," Hare asserted . He
went on to describe the violence fostered by
adults, and the unjust world which young
people face, concluding, "we've tried to buy
them off rather than hug them

Julius Edwards of the Syracuse Partner-
ship to Reduce Juvenile Gun Violence de
scribed the challenges facing inner city young
people with whom he works: "It's hard to
think that there isn't much of a future for some
of our children." Edwards challenged those in
attendance to get out and work with young
people to help them develop skills and to
restore hope to their lives.

Professor of Social Work and community
activist Ednita Wright spoke about the roots of
violence often being in words. "Did you com-
pliment someone today?" she asked, implor-
ing concerned citizens to recognize that many
of us foster divisiveness and conflict through
language which is hurtful to others .

Jackie Warren Moore inspired the crowd
with the powerful imagery of her poetry ad-
dressing issues of poverty, domestic violence
and racism. Singer/songwriter Colleen Kattau
sang about some of the highly publicized acts
of violence in recent monthsincluding the
murders of Matthew Shepard, a victim of gay
bashing, and Jill Cahill, a victim of domestic
violence. The Jordan-Elbridge Players and the
Media Unit provided dramatic representations
of the ways that violence interrupts the lives of
young people today.

The rally was successful on several levels
— it drew young people who were new to
activism, it brought together activists who don't
normally work together, and it began to make
important links between issues which are nor-
mally not connected by the general public.

However, any single event has only lim-
ited value. Those of us who believe that these
connections are important must continue to
find ways to bring together work for peace at
all levels. Unless we do so, our efforts to create
the unified movement necessary to create teal
change will continue to fall short.

Andy ivIager is a former PNL editorial
coordnator who is currently leafing
a hand on The editorial committee.
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