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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social
justice organization. It is community-based, autonomous and funded by the
contributions of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence and
exploitation in any form will no longer exist. It challenges the existing unjust
power relationships among nations, among people and between ourselves and
the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other,
nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic
roots. SPC seeks to make these connections clear. We initiate and support
activities that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that places human need above monetary profit. We establish relationships
among people based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat of
destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other. In
both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict resolution and to a
process of decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.
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compiled by Carol Baum
Bush Must Go! Campaign Active
This Summer

SPC’s Campaign to oust the current squatters in the White House has continued
building momentum.

Lawn Signs

We’ve distributed 500 Bush Must Go! lawn
signs. Stop by the office and pick one up
for a donation of $5 (more if you can,
less if you can’t).

Human Need Not Corporate
Greed

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net, www.peacecouncil.net

The first SPC showing was June 26,
the day after it opened nationwide. We
sold over 550 tickets, raising $3500. In
addition, we sold 80 Bush Must Go! lawn
signs and a plethora of buttons and
bumperstickers. Special thanks go to the
Westcott Cinema’s Nat Tobin, Dik Cool
for making the initial arrangements, Janie
Garlow for organizing the reception, the
Westcott Day Hab for donating reception space, and all the volunteers who helped.
SPC continues to leaflet and table at
the Westcott Cinema after the movie gets
out each night. Contact SPC to help.

The second phase of SPC’s Bush Must
Go! Campaign is in full swing. Almost 40
people came to see the independent documentary The Fourth World War at our
monthly program in June. We are working hard to distribute the second volume
of Bush Must Go! educational brochures
(see pp. 11-14) around the city. We need
your help! Stop by and pick up a stack to
hand out on your block or call us if you’d
prefer to go out with a group of distributors. The brochure is available at our website
along with other campaign materials.
We’re also mobilizing to send a contingent to the Boston Social Forum on July
23-25 (see page 6) and to support Central New Yorkers attending the Democratic
National Convention protests in Boston
July 26-29. To learn more or to help out,
contact Jessica.

Protect the Earth

This phase of the Bush Must Go! Campaign got off to a great start with a spirited meeting of 11 environmentalists. More
are welcome to join.
To find out about upcoming “Protect the Earth” events in August check
SPC’s website, receive SPC’s weekly enewsletter (see www.peacecouncil.net/
Intouch.htm for how to subscribe), or
contact Carol.

Fahrenheit 9/11, Benefit #2

Our first fundraising showing of Michael
Moore’s Fahrenheit 9/11 was so successful
that we decided to do another – at noon
on Sunday, July 18 at the Westcott Cinema, 524 Westcott St., sliding scale $10$15. See it again, and bring friends!

Staff Email Addresses:

Andy Mager <andy@peacecouncil.net>
Carol Baum <carol@peacecouncil.net>
Jessica Maxwell <jessica@peacecouncil.net>

on each side of the SPC building. It will
be a rejuvenated block we move into!
There are three phases to our plan:
Phase I: Capital Campaign and preparation work (through the fall)
Our Capital Campaign aims to raise funds
to pay for renovation work and the move,
assist with the added operating costs of
the larger building and stabilize the Peace
Council’s financial picture. Our campaign
goal is $200,000, to come from individuals,
foundations and in-kind contributions of
labor, materials and goods. We already
have commitments of $68,000 in hand!
We are thrilled that Diane Swords has
agreed to coordinate the Capital Campaign.
Others involved include Tom Walsh, John
Brule, Sam Feld, Frank Malfitano, and
Kate O’Connell. Bonnie Strunk has agreed
to provide pro bono legal services.
The creation of the SPC Educational
Foundation (working title), a new 501(c)3

Weekly Peace Outreach

Peace Council supporters debrief outside
the Westcott Cinema following the benefit
screening of “Fahrenheit 9/11.”
Photo: Paul Pearce

Syracuse Peace Council to Move

While most of SPC’s energy goes into
our organizing and activist work, behind
the scenes plans continue for our projected move to 1419 E. Fayette St. in Spring,
2005. Committees are hard at work creating action plans for this major effort.
We believe the move will significantly
enhance our ability to work for peace and
social justice. We also will add to the renewal of a neighborhood in transition. If
you haven’t been through the 1400 block
of E. Fayette in a while, take a look.
Housing Visions is completely rehabilitating eight buildings, including the ones

A recent Peace Outreach drew 17 people,
a record since our outreach became
mobile.
Every Tuesday from 4:45-5:30
pm. Bring your own sign, or borrow
one of ours.
• July 20 Rt. 695 exit ramp to W.
Genesee St. (Fairmount)
• July 27 Teall Ave. and Rt. 690
• Aug. 3 Adams St. and Rt. 81
• Aug. 10 Thompson Rd. and James
St.
• Aug. 17 E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. E. (Dewitt)
• Aug. 24 Rt. 57 and Vine St., Village of Liverpool
• Aug. 31 NYS Fairgrounds main
entrance
• September 7 Valley Drive and Seneca Turnpike
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organization to own the building, is underway with generous assistance from the
firm Green and Seifter.
Moving ahead with additional phases
is contingent on achieving minimum goals.
Phase II: Renovation (winter ‘04-’05)
Renovation work will be carried out by
both paid and volunteer labor. We’re currently
finalizing our use plan for the new building so that final cost estimates can be
solicited. We’ll also begin serious clean
up at our current building.
Phase III: Moving (spring ’05)
Finish the clean up at 924
Burnet Ave., finalize the sale
of that building and move
into 1419 E. Fayette St.!
Want to help?
• Assist with the Capital
Campaign.
• Ask your friends/coworkers/neighbors to
donate to the Capital
Campaign.
• Join the renovation work
or find volunteers to assist.
• Review and sort old files
at our current office to
prepare for the move.

Onondaga County’s Proposed Sewage Plant
at Midland and Armory Square” (see page
17). The POC has been very busy, and
SPC has helped out with phone calling
and attending their protests. Their most
recent event was picketing in front of the
State Office Building, to protest Sen. Nancy
Larraine Hoffmann’s refusal to send a letter
supporting the Title VI Civil Rights Claim
the POC filed against the county for environmental racism.
To help SPC support underground
storage of sewage, contact Carol.

“This corrupt regime we have in DC /
Only cares about corporate sovereignty.”
Many thanks to everyone who helped
create the skit, make signs and distribute
flyers.

Hiroshima Day Commemoration

Once again SPC has joined with the American Friends Service Committee, Citizens
Awareness Network, and Peace Action
to organize a Hiroshima Day Procession
and Vigil on August 6. We will gather at
11:30 am at Plymouth Church in downtown Syracuse for the procession and be at Columbus
Circle at 1 pm.
Please join us as we remember Hiroshima and use
it as a wake-up call for what
is happening in the world today. Many people are needed
to help carry banners and puppets in the procession, If you
can come and help, contact
Carol.

June 19 — A Day
of Parades

June 19 was parade day for
SPC. In the morning, a small
Shirley Novak, Gary Bonaparte and Robert Sarason join in the June 30
SPC contingent marched in
demonstration at Clinton Square to expose the Myth of Iraqi Sovereignty.
the Juneteenth Parade with
Photo: Paul Pearce.
a banner reading, “There Can
Bikes 4 Peace!
Be No Peace Without Social
In our first two bike clinics for youth,
Justice.”
From
there, a few of us headed
Iraqi
“Sovereignty”
a
Myth
SPC worked with about 40 young people.
to
Armory
Square
to get into place for
Tires were patched, brake cables tight- An energetic crowd gathered in Clinton
the
Pride
Parade.
Seven
people, and a very
ened, seats adjusted and chains cleaned! Square in downtown Syracuse on June
adorable
dog,
represented
the Peace Council.
We shared basic mechanical skills, encour- 30 to mark the Bush administration’s “transSPC
may
well
have
been
the only organiaged cooperative problem solving and con- fer of sovereignty” from the Coalition
zation
that
marched
in
both
parades.
structive recreation, and supported cre- Provisional Authority to the Iraqi Interim
Marching
in
parades
is
a
fun way to
Government.
With
150,000
foreign
solative recycling and environmental
make
connections
and
support
other
groups.
sustainability. The free clinics will con- diers in Iraq, restrictions on the legislaWe
hope
to
double
our
numbers
next
year!
tinue on the second and fourth Tuesdays tive powers of the Iraqi Interim Governof July and August from 5-7:30 pm. Both ment and the inability to void lucrative
of our June clinics were at the Northeast contracts awarded to foreign corporations
Community Center. Our first clinic in July by US Occupation authorities, Iraq is far Summer and Finances
will continue at the NECC. In late July from sovereign.
Ah summer…a time when it’s easy to
We lined up along Salina St. holding forget to send donations to your favorite
and August we’ll be at the Westcott Community Center. To get involved or sup- signs exposing myths, such as “2001: George groups. Please don’t forget SPC. We have
W. Bush ‘elected’ president; 2004: Ira- fixed expenses which don’t go away when
port the project, contact Jessica.
qis get ‘sovereignty.’” A tableau presented the summer comes, and are still spend“Uncle Sam” holding a leash attached to ing money (while being as frugal as we
SPC Supports the Partnership for a hooded “Iraqi Governing Council.” A can) to get Bush out. Help us put more
Onondaga Creek
skit re-enacting the transfer of sovereignty time into organizing and less into
At a June 7 County Legislature meeting, transformed “New” Iraqi Sovereignty into fundraising.
For information on SPC’s finances,
The Partnership for Onondaga Creek (POC) “No” Iraqi Sovereignty. The Radical Cheermade a “Declaration of Resistance to leaders then rallied the crowd, asserting: contact Carol.
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Demand Higher
Oil Prices!
Larry Kinney
Oil prices are rising. But they are still way
too low. Mind you, I have no interest in
further enriching the giant corporations
that pump oil, ship it thousands of miles
and retail it, often while exploiting indigenous people and ravishing the earth.
Mother Nature spent many millennia fabricating crude oil from organic material
under high pressure, with plenty of help
from that nuclear power station called
the sun. (By the way, we should work
to keep all nuclear power stations at least
93 million miles away from our fragile
earth.) As a result, a gallon of crude is
the energy equivalent of about two person-months of labor.
Gasoline is an extraordinarily compact form of energy, which is why airplanes can fill their wings with it and still
get off the ground. Yet, here in the US,
we still sell this precious stuff more cheaply
than bottled water.
So let’s not complain about the cost
of the gasoline. Ninety per cent of the
gas we put into our vehicles is spewed
out in the form of wasted heat from the
extremely inefficient cars most of us drive.
What we need are tax policies that raise—
not lower—the price of fossil fuels. The
additional revenue could then be used to
reduce energy waste, reverse environmental degradation, and employ lots of
young people to put their energies into
this constructive enterprise instead of joining
the military.
This is precisely what many of the
nations who signed the Kyoto accords
are doing. For example, Japan and most
of Europe tax the hell out of energy and
use the proceeds to invest in energy efficiency and renewables. Virtually no one
drives three tons of pig iron that gets eight
miles per gallon.
I was in France last summer, where
the gas costs more than $6 per gallon. I
took the train from Paris to Poitiers, then
Larry holds a Ph.D in philosophy from Syracuse University. He’s a senior researcher
with the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project
in Boulder, CO. Contact him at
<lkinney@swenergy.org>.

picked up a compact
rental car I had ordered
on the web where I had
specified the lowest
price possible. The car
was a Ford hatch-back
that seats five. I drove
it for ten days on country roads, in cities and
on autoroutes (at speeds
of up to 100 mph). It
averaged 46 mpg for
about 1400 miles—only a bit less than the
highly-vaunted new hybrids.
Ford neither manufactures nor sells
that hatch-back in the US. We might ask
why. Could it be that our national energy
policy has things exactly backwards and
Ford is making lots of money selling us
Explorers? Are not the oil men running
our country well lubricated from profits
from the big petroleum companies?
A substantial portion of the $6 a gallon paid for gas in Europe goes to taxes.
What do the French do with such high
taxes? Their government-owned national
railway system builds excellent railway
networks with high-speed trains that meet
their schedules within seconds. Electricity comes from a nationally-owned grid
that invests heavily in energy efficiency.
Instead of using property taxes, the
French use energy taxes to finance education. As a result, schools are functional.
The French grow up to vote for people
actually educated in diplomacy and who
understand something of world political
geography. Accordingly, they tend to elect
competent public servants instead of selfserving and misguided cowboys, B-grade
actors, brain damaged football players, and
shady lawyers.
To turn things around here, we need
to act both locally and nationally. Let’s
walk and bicycle more. Let’s take public
transportation when we can and drive less.
If we must drive, let’s drive machines
that are energy efficient. And let’s elect
public officials who aren’t afraid to tell
us the truth about energy realities.
Here’s one of those truths: it’s a
mathematical fact that we simply cannot
sustain exponential growth in the use of
finite resources. It’s absurd to burn fos-

Graphic: Jenn

sil fuels at the rates we do when our vehicles are 10% efficient and oil is needed
to keep producing plastics, lubricants and
pharmaceuticals.
Another truth is that our buildings and
industries are extremely inefficient. We
must adopt cost-effective measures to
conserve. The result will be a more comfortable, healthier environment (indoors
and out), plenty of new jobs for those in
the energy efficiency industry, and less
demand for our depleting fossil fuels.
Our public officials—with our vocal
support—need to levy heavy taxes on fossil
fuel use and enact controls on the fossil
fuel industry to prevent gouging. They
must enforce stringent energy standards
on the building and automobile/SUV/truckfabrication industries.
Energy-consumption taxes should be
used to mobilize an energy-efficiency industry. One sector of that industry would
be weatherizing every wasteful home in
the US, beginning with those occupied
by low-income citizens.
Energy-consumption taxes should also
be used to construct nationwide and municipal mass transit systems that really work.
A loaded train averaging over 150 mph
gets the equivalent of 2000 person-miles
per gallon burned at the power station;
the best airplanes can do is about 30 person-miles per gallon.
Also, we need to redouble intelligent
energy-conservation and alternative fuel
research to develop more efficient ways
of going about the people’s business.
If we can manage all of this, we won’t
need oil from the Mideast—and the ridiculous, immoral military excesses that
seem to go with it.
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Another
Wor ld

core of BSF organizers spent months recruiting local community-based organizations
and unions for their
planning committee.
Over 60 organizations
now make up the coalition (see the BSF
website for a list).
The BSF will address local, regional,
national and global issues through workshops, cultural events, plenary sessions
and convocations. A schedule of events
will be available in mid-July. Expected
speakers include Angela Davis, Manning
Marable and South African poet Dennis
Brutus. The BSF hopes to capture the
imagination of the public, demonstrating
the wide variety of feasible alternatives
to neoliberalism, war and corporate globalization. The BSF will reflect the growing
strength and cohesiveness of grassroots
movements for democracy and global
justice.
The BSF is part of the World Social
Forum (WSF) process. The first WSF
was held in Brazil in 2001. The WSF is
an open meeting space that aims to “fa-

The Boston Social Forum
On July 23-25 Democrats will be making final preparations for their National
Convention in Boston under heavy security. Meanwhile, a coalition of Boston-area
progressive community organizations, nonprofits and unions will host the Boston
Social Forum (BSF) at the University of
Massachusetts in Boston. The BSF will
create an open and democratic space where
community organizations, progressive
activists, and the general public can gather
to share analysis and ideas, network, build
alliances and strategize.
The Campaign on Contingent Work,
a labor community non-profit based in
Boston’s Chinatown, initiated the BSF
process in November 2002. The initial

Getting There

Syracuse Peace Council activists will
attend the BSF as part of the Human Need Not Corporate Greed phase
of SPC’s Bush Must Go! Campaign.
If you need or can offer transportation, or would like to connect with
the SPC contingent in Boston, please
contact Jessica at: (315) 472-5478
or <jessica@peace council.net>.

cilitate decentralized coordination among
organizations engaged in concrete action
towards building another world.” Almost
75,000 people representing 1,653 organizations from 117 countries participated
in the fourth WSF, held in Mumbai, India, January 16-21, 2004.
WSF participants have begun thinking about the next step beyond social forums. Regional forums such as the BSF
will help shape any transition from dialogue to collective decision-making and
action on a global scale. Maybe Syracuse
could be the next city to organize a social
forum!
To learn more, visit <www.boston
socialforum.org> and <www.forumsocial
mundial.org.br/home.asp>.
—Jessica Maxwell

Distributing Bush’s Report Card on May Day
I spent the better part of a sunny and warm
May Day afternoon distributing “Bush’s
Report Card,” an SPC brochure, in a West
Side neighborhood. Both the people and
the housing in this neighborhood are incredibly diverse. I must admit to being a
bit nervous as I approached a house with
a prominently-placed American flag, a small
shrine to 9/11, and beer-drinking white
guys hoisting heavy tools from the back
of a pickup truck – which showed my
own fears and prejudices. One was the
homeowner, and they all accepted the report
cards. They called out to me as I crossed
the street “Hey, weren’t you a bit generous with the ‘C’ in English? Bush should
get straight ‘F’s.”
I met a young African-American man.
I asked if he was over 18 and if he was
registered to vote. He replied that he has
6 Peace Newsletter July-August 2004

been registered but has never voted – “but
I intend to this year.” He looked down at
the report card, and smiling said, “This
is good.” As I returned to the sidewalk, I
heard him on his cell phone reading the
report card to his listener.
A little further on, about ten Latino
adults and children were outside. Several
of the children asked what I was handing
out. I gave them a few report cards, and
one commented, “I do better than the president!” A few moments later one of the
women came after me and asked if she
could have several report cards to take to
a family celebration later in the day.
As I made my way to a corner store
for a much-needed bottle of water, a car

Continued on page 20

My Wild First Week with “Fahrenheit 9/11”
Michael Moore
The following is condensed from a letter
Michael emailed supporters on July 4.
“Fahrenheit 9/11” is currently playing
at the Westcott Cinema, 479-9911, in
Syracuse.
Friends,
Where do I begin? This past week has
knocked me for a loop. “Fahrenheit 9/
11” — the #1 movie in the country, the
largest grossing documentary ever. Didn’t
we just lose our distributor eight weeks
ago? Did Karl Rove really fail to stop
this? Is Bush packing?
How can I ever thank all of you who
went to see “Fahrenheit 9/11”? These
records have sent shock waves through
Hollywood – and through the White House.
Surfing the dial last Sunday I landed
on the FOX broadcasting network airing
the NASCAR race live – and suddenly
the announcers were talking about how
the night before NASCAR champ Dale
Earnhardt, Jr. took his crew to see “Fahrenheit 9/11.”
FOX delivered Earnhardt’s review
straight out of his mouth and into the heartland of America: He said, “Hey, it’ll be a
good bonding experience no matter what
your political belief. It’s a good thing as
an American to go see.” Whoa! NASCAR
fans – you can’t go deeper into George
Bush territory than that! White House
moving vans – START YOUR ENGINES!
Then there was Roger Friedman from
FOX News calling our film “a really brilliant piece of work, and a film that members of all political parties should see without
fail.”
Richard Goldstein of the Village Voice
surmised that Bush is already considered
a goner so Rupert Murdoch might be starting
to curry favor with the new administration.
Reports from theaters around the
country really sent me over the edge. One
theater manager after another phoned in
to say the movie was getting standing
Michael needs no introduction. Email him
at <mike@michaelmoore.com>. For the entire unedited text of this letter see
<www.michaelmoore.com>.

ovations – places like Greensboro, NC and Oklahoma City.
And they were having a hard time
clearing the theater afterward
because people were either too
stunned or they wanted to sit and
talk to their neighbors about what
they had just seen.
The yakking pundits, before
the movie opened, declared that
only the hard-core “choir” would
go see “Fahrenheit 9/11.” They
couldn’t have been more wrong.
Theaters in the Deep South and
the Midwest set house records.
Yes, it even sold out in Peoria.
And Lubbock, Texas. And Anchorage, Alaska!
Newspaper after newspaper
wrote stories in tones of breathless disbelief about people who
called themselves “Independents”
and “Republicans” walking out
of the movie theater shaken and
in tears, proclaiming that they
could not, in good conscience
vote for George W. Bush.
News editors told us that they
were being “bombarded” with Syracuse’s Westcott Cinema, like theaters across the
emails and calls from the White country, drew overflow crowds for early showings of
“Fahrenheit 9/11.” Photo: Paul Pearce.
House (read: Karl Rove), trying
to spin their way out of this mess by at- news again?
tacking it and attacking me.
I will be posting a full FAQ on my
Many news shows were more than website soon so that you can have all the
eager to buy the White House spin. After necessary backup and evidence from the
all, that is a big part of what “Fahrenheit” film when you find yourself in heated debate
is about – how the lazy, compliant media with your conservative brother-in-law! For
bought all the lies from the Bush admin- now, please know that every single fact I
istration about the need to invade Iraq.
state in “Fahrenheit” is the absolute and
Rarely, if ever, did our media ask the irrefutable truth.
hard questions that needed to be asked
This movie is perhaps the most thorbefore the war started. Who can forget oughly researched and vetted documentheir incessant, embarrassing cheerleading tary of our time. No fewer than a dozen
as the troops went off to war, as though people, including three teams of lawyers
it was all just a game?
and the venerable one-time fact-checkOn show after show, they have ers from the New Yorker went through
gone after me with the kind of vicious- this movie with a fine-tooth comb so that
ness you’d have hoped they had had for we can make this guarantee to you.
those who were lying about the necesDo not let anyone say this or that isn’t
sity for invading a sovereign nation that true. If they say that, they are lying. The
was no threat to us. I don’t blame our OPINIONS in the film are mine, and anyone
well-paid celebrity journalists – they look certainly has a right to disagree with them.
like a bunch of ass-kissing dopes in my And the questions I pose in the movie,
movie, and I guess I’d be pretty mad at based on these irrefutable facts, are also
me, too. After all once the NASCAR fans mine….
see “Fahrenheit,” will they ever believe a
I’m going to start blogging! Tonight!
single thing they see on ABC/NBC/CBS Come on over and check it out.
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Is Marriage Liberation?
It’s a Queer Thing Now!
Harry R. Freeman-Jones
Make no mistake, the queers have come to seize the institution
of marriage. What choice do we have? Heterosexual stewardship has been abysmal. As any broadcast of “ET” or “Inside
Hollywood” clearly demonstrates, “straights” debase, corrupt,
de-sanctify, trivialize and distort marriage with appalling regularity. Our folks are vilified for
presuming we are entitled to
full marriage rights, while the
nightly television entertainment
“magazines” and “reality” programs mesmerize audiences
with a vulgar parade of heterosexual marriage debacles.
Meanwhile those queers who
work hard to raise healthy kids
in loving same-sex households
are charged by papal utterance
with committing “domestic
violence” against them!
John Paul II, George W.
Bush, the Southern Baptist Convention, and hordes of other
self-righteous “marriage defenders” posture in rage to protect
the “sanctity” of marriage from
queer demands for justice while their own houses fester with
disorder, hate, cover-ups, deception, and incompetence. If they
actually gave a f__k about the sanctity of marriage, then they
would cease their groundless demonization and bend every
effort to cultivate the conditions that nourish and sustain loving, emotionally supportive life-long stable partnerships and
families among all people. They would be fighting for human
survival in a livable environment, for universal health care, for
education, for seeing to it that folks have housing and a living
wage.
Instead, they support policies that are blind to love and are
spiritually and financially disastrous for real families struggling
to survive. Their self-righteous certitude has a corrosive influence on the need for folks to think freely and live honestly.
They patronize those whose vision of marriage embraces something
more than a gender defined exercise in patriarchal hubris. Of
course, marriage has never been an exclusively heterosexual
possession. We queer folks have embraced it for centuries,
hiding the reality of our marriages and the true nature of our
living and loving out of fear of society’s wrath. Times have
changed. After Stonewall, we’ve stepped out of the shadows.
We have found our voice and we will no longer be victimized.
On the “straight” watch, marriage too often appears to be

Continued on page15
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Beyond the Rite: Gay Marriage “Yes”
or “No” is the Wrong Question
Karen Hall
I continue to ask myself why two people having sex (or not)
with each other should garner special rights or protections.
While I understand why citizens would want to share some
legal rights and responsibilities with others with whom
they have intimate and caring
relationships, asking the state
to recognize marriage is the
wrong route. It doesn’t make
sense to me to struggle to have
increased government intervention in the most intimate aspects of our lives. The ProChoice movement has long
chanted, “Keep Your Laws Off
My Body!” and I’m wondering why queer folk are not
chanting, “Keep Your Laws
Out of Our Intimacies!”
Our neighbors to the north
addressed the question of gay
marriage and gave themselves
Graphic: John Digesare
the opportunity to legislate it
in a more intelligent manner. In January 2002, the Law Commission of Canada published their findings of a two-year study,
Beyond Conjugality: Recognizing and Supporting Close Personal Relationships Between Adults. Rather than limit their
thinking, and thus also their findings, by the simplistic question of “Gay marriage, yes or no?” they asked what role the
state should play in the intimate lives of adults (regardless of
their sexual orientation or whether or not they’re having sex).
Their answer was as minimal a role as possible. The state
should stop trying to define our most meaningful personal connections. In their own words:
“Canadians enjoy a wide variety of close personal relationships that are important to them. Many marry or live with
conjugal partners. Others have emotional and economically
important relationships outside of marriage and conjugality.
They may share a home with parents, grandparents or a caregiver.
Sometimes it may be sisters. Other times, best friends.
“Making choices in one’s personal relationships is among
the most cherished of values in Canadian society....The state
cannot create healthy relationships; it can only seek to foster
the conditions in which close personal relationships that are
reasonably equal, mutually committed, respectful and safe can
flourish.
“This requires a fundamental rethinking of the way in which

Continued on page15

Under the Frying Pan, a Big Fire:
Systemic Safety Problems at CNY Nuclear Plant
Tim Judson
There is a major safety problem at the
FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant in Oswego County, New York. Entergy Nuclear
operates the reactor, on the shore of Lake
Ontario, 30 miles north of Syracuse. Last
November, Entergy fired Carl Patrickson,
an engineer at FitzPatrick since 1989, who
had reported a problem to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC). Entergy’s
retaliation against Patrickson reveals that,
while the problem he reported is major, it
is only the tip of a big iceberg.
In April 2003 Patrickson reported a
problem with the Emergency Service Water
(ESW) Pump rooms. The ESW and Residual Heat Removal (RHR) pumps in those
rooms provide backup cooling for the reactor
when the main cooling pumps fail. Patrickson
discovered that the basement rooms that
house the ESW, RHR, and other pumps
lack sufficient ventilation to keep them
cool if there were a fire in the building.

Possible China Syndrome

According to a 1991 report the New York
Power Authority (NYPA) submitted to
the NRC, the lack of ventilation could cause
the pumps to overheat within 10 minutes,
leaving operators with no other source
of cooling water to shut FitzPatrick down
safely. Cutting through the nuclear jargon, Patrickson calls this a “China Syndrome-type situation,” referring to the
1979 movie about a nuclear plant that
narrowly avoids a meltdown. (Reality proved
even worse: just 11 days after the movie’s
release, there was a partial core meltdown
at the Three Mile Island plant near Harrisburg, PA.)
NYPA committed to fix the problem
at FitzPatrick in 1991-2, then received permission from the NRC to postpone the
work until 1993-4 when it planned to shut
the reactor down for refueling. NYPA expected the modifications to take up to 18
months. NRC never followed up to ensure the changes were made, and Patrickson
Tim works with Citizens Awareness Network <www.nukebusters.org> to stop
nuclear power and environmental racism.
He lives in Syracuse with his pit bull Eva.

discovered in 1997 that
they never had been. Although he reported this
to the NRC with a number of other neglected
safety issues, the NRC
simply took NYPA’s word
that the problem was resolved.
When Entergy took
over FitzPatrick in November 2000, company officials encouraged workers to report safety problems, instituting the “Code
of Entegrity” that required
workers to report problems or face disciplinary
action. Patrickson began
alerting his superiors to
workplace and nuclear
safety problems. When he Paul Pearce’s graphic originally appeared on the cover of the
realized that management November 1994 Peace Newsletter.
wasn’t addressing problems, he reported them, as required by
the Code of Entegrity. His department moving “problem” employees like Patrickson
manager criticized him for taking time away or pressuring workers to accept early refrom his other responsibilities to do this. tirement or severance packages.
When workers are on probation, they
receive no pay raises or increases in their
pension plan benefits. Payroll is typically
Reporting to OSHA
the largest expense at a nuclear plant beIn January 2003, as a final recourse, cause of the high number of workers. Having
Patrickson reported a number of work- a significant portion of the workforce on
place safety violations to the Occupational probation helps the nuclear industry cut
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). costs. If those workers take early retireThe week that plant managers received a ment or severance packages – or just quit
citation notice from OSHA for the viola- – the strategy is even more profitable.
tions, they ordered Patrickson to take “forPatrickson questions the integrity of
cause” drug and psychiatric tests and Entergy’s system. “While I was at
suspended him from work. Although both FitzPatrick, it seemed to me that an exsets of tests were clear and within days cessive number of employees were on
the company psychiatrist declared him fit PIPs,” he says. “I would estimate that
for duty, management did not lift his sus- 10%-15% of the FitzPatrick workforce
pension and allow him to return to work was on administrative probation and in
for a month.
the PIPs program. I only know of one
Soon after his return Patrickson was person who has been released from PIPs
put on probation and had to enter a Per- once he was on it.”
formance Improvement Plan (PIP). PIPs
is Entergy’s work performance program
supposedly aimed at providing workers Probation as Retaliation
on probation with supervision and guid- Last fall, Patrickson filed a complaint with
ance to get better at their jobs. In practice, its purpose seems to be to keep workers
in line and provide a paper trail for reContinued on next page
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Nuclear / from page 9
the US Department of Labor, alleging that
Entergy retaliated against him for his nuclear
whistleblower activities by placing him on
probation and harassing him through PIPs.
In January, he amended the complaint to
include his termination in November. The
Energy Reorganization Act specifically
prohibits retaliating against workers for
allegations about nuclear safety issues.
At Patrickson’s federal hearing on April
28 in Syracuse, one of his coworkers testified that he had been on PIPs for two
years and has found it impossible to get
off probation. Each time he met the performance objectives set by his supervisor, the supervisor would change them,
making it impossible to complete the plan.
Substantiating the arbitrary nature of the
system, another coworker from the same
department testified that he had an unsatisfactory evaluation the same year as
Patrickson but was not placed on probation.
By late 2003, Entergy was in the process
of cutting back the workforce at its five
Northeast reactors by nearly 400. PIPs

10 Peace Newsletter July-August 2004

Workers at FitzPatrick have nicknames for
the Entergy logos on their uniforms. This
one they call “The Death Star."

and Entergy’s use of probation to cut costs
and facilitate workforce reductions may
now be common in corporate America.
However, the consequences reach far
beyond issues of workers’ rights and fair
labor standards. The pressure for nuclear
plant workers to conform and not “rock
the boat” fosters a dangerous culture of
silence and unaddressed safety problems.
Patrickson believes his experience has
sent a strong message to FitzPatrick workers.
“You don’t even have to look at my firing to find a ‘chilling effect,’ he says. “My
31-day suspension caused enough of a
chilled atmosphere. When I showed my
Whistle Blower letter to another engineer
following my return to duty, he said he
won’t be writing any more ‘Condition
Reports’ due to my suspension in April.

“Two Engineers told me that my firing added to the chilled atmosphere,” he
continues. “I was pulled at about 8 am,
waltzed down to Human Resources to fill
out termination papers, then supervised
as I boxed up my office. I was paraded
past the office cubicles, one box in my
arms, three others carried out by the HR
Manager, an assistant, and my Supervisor. If Entergy wanted, they could have
canned me quietly. They could even have
waited until the end of a workweek. But
they chose to do it at 8 am on a Thursday, an hour into the workday, when everyone on the day shift had arrived and
were at their desks. Talk about ‘sending
a message.’”
If Patrickson’s claims are true, then
the chilled work atmosphere at FitzPatrick
– and possibly other Entergy reactors –
is a systemic source of safety problems.
One thing is clear: Entergy is not about to
fix any of this on its own. If FitzPatrick
has to shut down for even six months to
resolve the ESW Pump Room problem,
it could mean huge financial losses. And
in the Enron era profits come first.
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HEALTHCARE
TRADE

Supports NAFTA model of “Free Trade.” Over half a Support Fair Trade, not “Free Trade.” Ensure that
million US jobs were lost under NAFTA. Signed the
international trade agreements include protections for
Singapore Free Trade Agreement shortly before Carrier labor rights, human rights and the environment.
shipped most of its Syracuse jobs there.

BUDGET

Proposed federal budget cuts to NYS funds (2005):
Housing assistance: $328,943,255
Title1 Education (for disadvantaged children): $101,458,264
Community development: $10,210,175
Clean water: $57,564,391

Fully fund social needs: public education, clean
water, local community development, healthcare,
public transportation and low-income housing.

PROFITEERING

Derailed proposed Congressional amendments to the
Iraq appropriations bill this fall that would have
criminalized war profiteering and required audits for
contracts over $25 million. Forty-one Bush Administration officials have ties to the oil industry.

Support excess profit tax (used during Civil War,
WW I & II, Korean War) to prevent corporations
from making excessive profits during wartime. Call
for congressional hearings on war profiteering. Stop
privatization of warmaking and eliminate corporate
cronyism in the White House.

Has overseen a net loss of 2.2 million jobs since
taking office; NYS has lost 285,200 jobs since Jan.
2001. Under Bush’s current budget proposal, programs
for job training would see a total of $1 billion in cuts
during his tenure.

Support full employment through public works
projects. Funds invested in industries like healthcare
and education produce twice as many jobs as the
same amount of money invested in military and
“defense” industries.

Cut taxes for the wealthy and corporations. Corporate tax collections have fallen by $11 billion since
2001. For $9 billion, we could provide health insurance
to all
uninsured
US children, fully
fund Head
Start and
publicly
finance all
federal
Graphic: Kirk Anderson elections.

Ensure corporations and wealthiest US citizens
pay a fair share of taxes; prevent offshoring.

TAXES

Pushed through a Medicare prescription drug bill,
claiming it would cost $400 billion, even though he
knew the cost would be $534 billion. The bill enriches
private pharmaceutical companies while doing little to
improve healthcare for senior citizens.

JOBS

George W. Bush: Policies to support
“Profit over People”
Human Needs:
Provide universal healthcare coverage. Eliminate
restrictions on generic drugs both in the US and
globally.

Graphic: Stephanie McMillan
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DiD You Know?
¤

The 300,000 new jobs created in March,
2004, heralded by Bush as evidence of the
success of his tax cuts, were mostly in the
low-paying service sector; manufacturing
jobs did not increase at all.

¤

In April 2003, Bush visited a Timken
Company manufacturing plant in Ohio.
Assuring workers that his tax cuts would
help the economy, he stated: "[T]he future
of this company is bright and therefore,
Graphic: Kirk Anderson
the future of employment is bright for the families that work here." That same factory is now closing -putting about 1,300 people out of work and devastating the local community.

¤

On average, one year’s income for a U.S. worker equals one day’s income for a U.S. CEO. Since
1980, annual income for an average full-time production, non-supervisory worker increased $159;
yearly income for an average CEO increased $6.7 million.

¤

Due to cuts in capital-gains and dividend taxes, Bush Cabinet members will save an average of
$42,000 this year. The median U.S. household income in 2002 was $42,409. Families making over
$1 million in 2004 will enjoy an average tax cut of $123,600. Middle-class families will receive an
average tax cut of $647.

¤

The cost of the Bush tax cuts in 2004 is enough to give $93,793 to each of the 2.9 million people
who’ve lost their jobs since he took office. Since 2002, Bush has given away $197 billion in tax cuts
to the top 1% of U.S. taxpayers. Current state budget shortfalls are estimated at $200 billion.

¤

Bush’s budget proposes to cut over $1 billion (12 percent) from Section 8 housing funds in 2005.

¤

The Bush Administration underfunded its education bill by $9 billion. Such unfunded mandates force
states and municipalities to either raise property taxes or to cut services and fire teachers.

¤

Lockheed Martin, the world’s largest military contractor, had $69.1 billion in military contracts in
2002-2003. Lockheed VP Bruce Jackson was a finance chair of the Bush for President campaign.

¤

For the cost of one Trident submarine (the U.S. has 18), 40,000 homeless people could be adequately
housed.

¤

The world’s nations spend $1 trillion on the military annually. One quarter of that could: provide
clean water for all who need it, and provide shelter for all who need it, and eliminate starvation and
malnutrition, and provide healthcare for all, and stop soil
Sources for figures cited in this brochure
erosion and deforestation, and stabilize world population.

are available at www.peacecouncil.net/bush
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What You Can Do
•

Think for yourself, question the experts and seek out alternative sources of information.

•

Support the Peace Council’s Human Need Not Corporate Greed Campaign and
other efforts to create peace and justice in our community, nation and world.
For information about events call our office or check our website. Contact
information is below.

•

Participate in community organizations to stand up for your rights.

•

Share your ideas with family, friends, co-workers, neighbors. Write letters to the
editor. Ask questions in your school, faith community or labor union.

•

Attend demonstrations and other organized actions to demand justice, peace and
equal opportunity from the government and corporations.

•

Refuse to support unjust or violent government policies.

•

Contact your elected officials about issues that concern you.

If we take democracy for granted, those with money and power may soon take even more of
our cherished rights away.

Voting is Just a Start

Register to Vote

democracy—a: government by the people b: a government in which
the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them
directly or indirectly through representatives.

You must be registered in advance to vote. Registering is simple and
easy. Register in person or by mail at the Onondaga County Board of
Elections or at community events.
Applications must be postmarked by October 8 (received before
October 13) to be eligible for the November 2 Presidential Election.
You can register at the Board of Elections before October 8.
If you have moved since the last election, you must file a change
of address form by October 13.
For more information, contact the Onondaga County Board of
Elections at (315) 435-3312.

Critical issues are at stake in the upcoming Presidential election. In
recent years only about half of those eligible have voted. This makes it
easier for those in power to ignore our concerns—for better schools,
good jobs, a clean environment, social justice and strong social services.
Voting does not equal democracy. We must also be active between
elections.

 Yes, George W. Bush has failed. I want new leadership for our country.
 Enclosed is a contribution of:

 $10

 $25

 $50

 $100

$____ to support the Syracuse Peace Council’s campaign for

Human Need Not Corporate Greed.

 I want to contribute my time and talents to these efforts; please contact me.
 Enclosed is $12 to subscribe to the monthly Peace Newsletter so I can get ongoing information.
 Please add me to the SPC announcements email list [email address required].
 Send me _________ copies of this pamphlet. (Cost is $10/100–including shipping.)

This is the second of five educational brochures addressing important election year issues.

Name ______________________ Phone # ________________________________
Address _____________________________ City __________________ State _____
Zip _________ Email ________________________________________________

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203
email: spc@peacecouncil.net
web: www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478
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Gay Marriage, Freeman/ from page 8
a relationship of jocks and bunnies. Hetero marriage culture
seems to flourish less on honesty and mutuality than on this
twisted “understanding” that “Dude, the MAN rules!” but the
“little woman,” by stealth, cunning, and feminine charm gets
her way!
Smiling, colorful, and courageous queers now stand in
the public eye to inform the world that there is another vision
for marriage. Despite minimal support from church and state,
we’ve been bonding successfully in marriage—as diverse and
mutually respectful individuals without the burden of gender
expectations—for centuries. We have a lot of positive marriage lore to share. Let’s be clear that we want MARRIAGE!
By denying us full marriage rights legally and culturally, critics
expose their complicity with demonization and oppression.
Civil unions are a facetious attempt to veil deep-seated
contempt with a veneer of liberal intentions. Queers are claiming our right to an institution we understand and respect. By
experiencing obscene injustice, we have apprehended the importance and value of a basic human contract. Our choice to
participate in marriage represents a redemptive mission that
strengthens the fabric of human society. It is a gift to be cherished by all who understand the rich possibilities of committed
human love.
Harry is an artist and activist whose first marriage in Boston’s
Old West Church in 1973 helped launch the movement for
same-sex marriage rights. He resides in Syracuse with his life
partner Henry Yokel. This month they celebrate 26 years of
marriage.

Gay Marriage, Hall/ from page 8
governments regulate relationships.”
US Americans are no different than their Canadian neighbors in these matters. Legal protections and economic benefits should be extended to individuals who maintain a primary supportive relationship with each other regardless of
sexual orientation. The state should ensure equal distribution
of rights and privileges to all citizens and should stay out of
the business of defining relationships established in spiritual
institutions.
For at least three decades now, gay issues have served as
a litmus test of liberalism. Knee jerk reactions against gay
issues were an indicator of social and political conservatism.
Currently, the gay marriage debate deploys the lives of LGBT
people and the rights of everyone as pawns in the latest republacrat
“political debates.” Under the guise of liberalism, republican/
democratic politicians take a stand on gay marriage, the extension of an institution in a system of privilege, in order to
display a surface level of liberalism that we all know will not
carry over to issues of foreign policy or militarism.
Beneath its liberal veneer, fighting for marriage rights is a
fight on the right: a struggle for the power — backed by state
power — to define a conservative institution. It is a fight over
which of our richly varied relationships deserve legal recognition and which do not. Nothing about it is liberating. Despite
glowing mantras — Equality! Dignity! Choice! — avid demands for gay marriage have little to do with substantive equality,
true choice, or dignity rooted in personal autonomy, freedom
of conscience, and wider human justice.
Karen relied on queer radical Canadian Rick Bébout’s
website to write this article. Check out ‘Gay Marriage? Wrong
Question’ at <www.rbebout.com/getfree/index.htm>.

Invest your money in companies building the kind of
future you value. Socially responsible investing means
looking for companies that sustain a healthy environment and involve themselves in their communities.

Susan S. Hansen
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ONONDAGA REDHAWKS
Indoor Box Lacrosse Home Schedule

August 21st

All Star Game @ 6pm

Adults $3, Seniors and 12 & Under $2

IT’S NOT JUST A GAME—IT’S A W
AY OF LIFE
WA
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The Onondaga Fishery:
From Sustainable Salmon to Carp for Sport
JE Cope Savage
The notion of North America as a vacant
and virgin wilderness at the time of the
first European migrations was an error.
Readily available salmon and other foods
were a pleasant surprise to immigrants,
yet their records rarely took notice of what
responsible actions made that so. Human
activity had conserved a natural abundance
for generations.
For centuries the Onondagas and other
people of the land carefully interacted with
the environment across the region. To
Europeans, the Onondaga fishery was a
natural resource as impressive as the corn
fields that stretched for miles. Nearly 400
years later, Onondaga County continues
to be agriculturally productive, yet it ceased
to be a major food-quality freshwater fishery.
Several activities in the past 200 years
contributed to the Onondaga fishery’s
decline.
In the 1600s the region had few visible human boundaries until stockades went
up around villages. Visitors remarked on
the food and fur bearing animals that roamed
the region, and noted local inhabitants
spearing or netting fish and using fishweirs made of stone. (A large stone fishweir survived in the Seneca River west
of Baldwinsville until the 20th century.)
Father LeMoyne observed, “Onondaga lake
abounds with fish—with salmon-trout and
other fish.” A few years later Father Dablon
added, “the eel is so abundant there in the
summer that some take with a harpoon
as many as a thousand in a single night.”
The Europeans ignored the unmarked
borders, or the traditional restrictions about
when to gather or not gather food, or how
a huge harvest might be shared.

Each Has a Place

Yet, in 1753, Vanderkemp noticed that
Joan is an environmental biologist who
contributed this article to the Peace Council’s
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON)
committee. It is a journalistic adaptation
of a referenced article still in process. See
<www.peacecouncil.net/pnl/Current
PNL.html> for references and additional
readings.

native fishing spots were actually not random in the vicinity of the Onondaga creek, a
at all; “each one has his own place.” He mile and a half south of the site of the
burbled at the variety of fish available at present city of Syracuse, then a tangled
that time, “I tasted within a short time a swamp, inhabited mainly by frogs, wadozen different species, the one contending ter-snakes and owls….Our attention and
with the other
for pre-eminence, the least
of these affording a palatable
food.”
Beginning
around 1795,
the fish habitats
were diminished by five
factors: sediment from agricultural and
salt industry
practices,
blocked or
slowed streams
from mills and
canals, loss of
wetlands from Combined Sewer Overflows bring waste and household chemicals into
salt industry ex- Onondaga Creek. Photo: Ali Halpern.
pansion, salt industry toxins,
and excessive nutrients from agriculture delight were excited by seeing bright lights
and Syracuse’s trash and sewage system. moving, as we supposed, along the banks
Early salt industry and agriculture eroded of the creek. On approaching, however,
the hills around Onondaga Lake. The lake we discovered Onondaga Indians with pine
shore had been a bog, but in “clearing up knot torches and clubs, killing salmon,
of the hills in the neighborhood” around whose fins and backs were seen as they
the lake, “sand, gravel and other substances, were ascending the creek in shallow wahave been washed down…and become ter over the rifts. The Indians good naturedly
so solid, that loaded teams can now be lent us clubs and gave us the benefit of
driven along the beach.” (Clark, 1849) The their torches, until each had captured a
“clearing up” was to harvest wood to fire salmon, with which we departed for our
the salt drying, and to expose land for homes in jubilant spirits. Most of the inagriculture. This damaged habitat in un- habitants of Syracuse find it hard to beforeseen ways.
lieve that salmon were ever taken south
Canals and mills that prevented fish of the city....” -Thurlow Weed, 1874.
from reaching feeding or spawning grounds,
After the fragmentation of the fast
however, limited fish migration. When canals flowing waterways and the increase in
slowed down the movement of water, the sedimentation, other assaults on fish prowater held less of the oxygen needed by ductivity followed. The human populaactive “cold water” fish.
tion was growing and had an appetite for
fish.
In the 1880s the salt industry adopted
Flashing Salmon
the chlor-alkali Solvay process, and dumped
After the Civil War, a resident reminisced,
“In the spring of 1810, with two other
Continued on page 21
boys, I was walking of a pleasant evening
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(Not So Lite) Summer Reading
For Activists
The Sorrows of Empire: Militarism, Secrecy, and
the End of the Republic
Chalmers Johnson. Metropolitan Books, 2004.

From Yale to Jail: The Life Story of a Moral
Dissenter
David Dellinger. Rose Hill Books. 1993.

One can hardly escape noticing
the rapidly increasing frequency
with which “imperialism” has
appeared in the public discourse
to describe the direction
Mr.Bush’s policy planners are
leading the nation. Johnson’s
analysis, and the clarity of its
presentation, leaves this reader
with no doubt that “a Rubicon
has been crossed.”
The Roman reference is
particularly appropriate since
the author devotes considerable attention to the parallels
between the Roman Empire
and the last century of US
history. The history of the roots
of US militarism, from the
warnings in the farewell addresses of Washington and Eisenhower
and the addictive way in which a “defense establishment” is
transformed into a “militarist establishment” is clearly related
to the political and economic life of the nation.
In the chapter “Toward the New Rome” Johnson notes
that, “The intellectual heritage of America’s neoconservative
triumphalists is a complex amalgam of the military imperialism of Theodore Roosevelt and the idealistic imperialism of
Woodrow Wilson.” Documentation for these trends is amply
provided in a chapter describing the growth in the use of
“surrogate soldiers” and “private mercenaries.”
Recent disclosures in the news from Iraq, as well as the
longer but more obscured history of intervention in Latin America,
clearly illustrate the way domination and exploitation is assured. With similar detail, another chapter describes the cold
war expansion to over 725 permanent US military bases spread
throughout the world.
Johnson summarizes four “sorrows of empire”: 1) a state
of perpetual war leading to more terrorism against US Americans
everywhere, 2) a loss of democracy and constitutional rights,
3) replacement of truthfulness with systems of propaganda
and disinformation, 4) bankruptcy, as we pour economic
resources into grandiose military projects thereby shortchanging
social programs. His suggestions as to how this dismal outlook could be changed, which comprises the final paragraph
in this excellent book, should be assigned summer reading as
we look forward to November 2.
—Dan Sage

Dave Dellinger’s passing inspired me to add his memoir to my summer reading
list (that’s right, I’ve only
skimmed it so far). Rather
than talking about the book,
I’ll tell you why Dave is a
great inspiration and someone you should “meet” via
this autobiography.
Years ago I read Revolutionary Non-Violence
(1970), Dave’s collection
of compelling essays from
World War II to 1970. His
union of these two words,
which are often seen as
being contradictory, was
critical to me as a young pacifist. Today, when many young
activists reject nonviolence as an insufficient approach, his
work is as important as ever.
Dave’s writings and, more importantly, his life’s work
embody the authentic meaning of nonviolence and challenge
others to live up to these high ideals. As a child he asked his
father to take him to see the Massachusetts Governor (a family friend) so Dave could convince him to pardon Sacco and
Vanzetti. From that auspicious beginning he went on to resist
World War II by rejecting his divinity student exemption and
served four years in federal prison, one of many prison/jail
stints.
Dave spent years living in communes committed to egalitarian
living and social transformation. He was involved in a series
of radical pacifist publications, of which Liberation was the
most long-lived. Dave played a key organizing role in the Viet
Nam anti-war movement and is best known as the “elder” of
the Chicago 7.
Dave believed that the greatest failing of nonviolence was
the unwillingness of its practitioners to fully dedicate their
lives to struggle.
I encourage others committed to nonviolence and revolutionary change see what we can learn by reading From
Yale to Jail.
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To Jail

—Andy Mager

No Surrender: Writings from an Anti-imperialist
Political Prisoner
David Gilbert. Abraham Guillen Press, 2004
David Gilbert is internationally acknowledged as a US political prisoner. He lives with a 75 year sentence [first parole board appearance, 2056] for his role in the tragic
1981 Brink’s armored truck robbery to support the Black Liberation Army in Nyack, NY. No Surrender includes pieces written since
his 1981 imprisonment. David was
known as a theoretician and organizer for the 1968 Columbia University strike and an activist in Students for a Democratic Society
and the Weather Underground Organization.
David has continued writing and organizing within the
NYS prison system. “It’s this way:/being captured is beside
the point,/the point is not to surrender,” the closing lines of
the poem by former Turkish political prisoner, Nazim Hikmet,
which opens the book.
Our Politics in 17 Syllables
love for the people
means nonstop struggle against
imperialism
David organized around the AIDS crisis at Auburn prison.
In 1987 he proposed a peer education project, which, after too
many deaths and much convincing, was accepted by the prison
authorities. The project was too successful by prison administration standards. Black men, Latinos, and whites worked together to support HIV+ inmates, and those living with AIDS.
The NYS prison authorities encourage prisoner segregation, one
of their long-standing inmate control techniques. Thus David,
the inmate administrator of the AIDS program, was transferred
out. Later, in Comstock prison he wrote an influential and informative pamphlet on AIDS conspiracy theories.
No Surrender includes a number of book reviews written
for the NYC Downtowner newspaper. David uses these to
make points on challenging male supremacy, listening to women
of color voices, fighting white supremacy and global imperialism and the popular struggles against it.
David also delights us with his haikus, both profound
and comic. In his children’s stories we see him as the dad to
Chesa, only 14-months old when his parents were imprisoned.
At a well-attended book launching in NYC on June 10,
Chesa closed with a reading from the book’s Epilogue, “September 11: The Terrorism That Terrorism Has Wrought”:
As Che Guevara urged decades ago, ”We must stand firm
but without losing our tenderness, ever.”
No one understands this better than David Gilbert.
—elana levy <rachimin@hotmail.com>

SPC Study Group

SPC’s study group on the US global agenda recently finished reading Chalmers Johnson’s The Sorrows of Empire
(see review). Ten to fifteen people met twice a month since
January to discuss the book — sometimes venting about
what we learned, sometimes helping each other understand
more deeply, but always returning to the question, “Now
that we know, what can we do?”
The study group is meeting informally this summer, and
will choose a new book in September. We always welcome
new members — no special skill or knowledge required.
Just bring a desire to learn more about the US’s role in the
world. Contact Carol Baum at SPC if you’re interested.

For the Time Being
Anne Dillard. Alfred A. Knopf, 1999.
For the Time Being is an extremely literate book about the
question of evil, pain and suffering in a God-created world.
Annie Dillard, who won the
Pulitzer Prize for her vivid recollection Pilgrim at Tinker
Creek, draws on Christian, Buddhist, Jewish and other faith
traditions and, along with her
own talented eye for details and
loving gift for words, grapples
with the big and small pictures
that make up this dilemma.
She takes us on a journey
where we visit the buried statuaries of Emperor Qin, the Gobi
desert, the steppes of Russia,
the Sea of Galilee, and genetically deformed babies in the
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. She introduces us to cloud painters,
Yosemite, AIDS clinics, tsunamis, Mexico City and Jerusalem. All this and much more is contained in a series of vignettes that unexpectedly twist and weave together as they
pull and tug at your heart – and your spirit.
My copy’s bindings gave out long ago. I have dog-eared
a dozen pages with particularly touching passages – but then,
I really should just mark the entire book. For Example, Dillard
writes “Los Angeles airport has twenty-five thousand parking spaces. This is about one space for every person who
died in 1985 in Colombia when a volcano erupted. This is one
space each for two years’ worth of accidental killings from
land mines left over from recent wars....You could not fit
America’s homeless there, however, even at eighteen or nineteen
to a car.” And again, she writes “We are earth’s organs and
limbs; we are syllables God utters from his mouth.”
Dillard determinedly maintains her belief that God lives
and wrestles with the details of death, tragedy and hatred in a
luminous manner. Read this book and be profoundly disturbed
and inspired.
— Jim Brulé

Continued on next page
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Summer Reading / from page 19

Corporate Warriors: TheRise of the Privatized
Military Industry

Autobiography of Malcolm X
(as told to Alex Haley). Grove Press, 1966.

P.W. Singer

Truth be told, I was hesitant to
read the Autobiography of
Malcolm X. I was afraid the writing
would be dry and the content inapplicable to my principles of
nonviolent activism. I had bought
into the media’s portrayal of
Malcolm as violent and filled with
hate. I could not have been more
wrong.
Malcolm’s childhood was
unstable. His father was murdered
when he was six. Shortly thereafter, his mother was taken to a
mental institution and the children split up. Malcolm spent time
in foster homes, a detention home
and living with his half-sister. He spent seven years hustling
on the streets of Boston and New York City. He sold and
used drugs, pimped, sold numbers, and stole property. In
1946, 20 year-old Malcolm was convicted of robbery and
sent to prison for 10 years.
In prison Malcolm educated himself and became a devoted follower of the Nation of Islam. Malcolm spent the 12
years following his release preaching the Nation’s teachings
and establishing temples in over a dozen cities. In 1963 he
was excommunicated from the Nation of Islam.
He spent the next two years traveling to Mecca and Africa and trying to establish first a Moslem organization and
then a Black Nationalist organization in the United States. Malcolm
was shot and killed on February 21, 1965.
The aspect of Malcolm’s life that really drew me was his
firmly-held beliefs regarding racism in the US. Malcolm has
been, and continues to be, framed as a “racist” because the
white power structure refuses to acknowledge the institutional racism he addressed so forcefully. Malcolm writes, “
unless we call one white man, by name, a ‘devil’, we are not
speaking of any individual white man. We are speaking of
the collective white man’s historical record.”
Throughout his adult life, Malcolm fought tirelessly for
Black freedom. He was driven by anger and frustration and
the hope of a completely free existence.
This book is a must-read for anyone working for peace
and justice, especially white people. Racism is alive and flourishing,
and if we hope to effect change, we must examine all oppressive systems, including racism.
—Emily Aaron
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Cornell University Press, 2003

Some weeks ago four US “civilian contractors” were killed and
mutilated in Fallujah. Except via
lynch mobs, etc, such mercenaries – for that is what they were –
are subject to little oversight or accountability. Part of their value to
their employer is that they can operate independent of both US law
and the Geneva Conventions. Nor
are such privatized soldiers included
in the US troop or body count.
Somewhere in cyberspace, I
recently read that the number of
such US-paid mercenaries in Iraq now exceeds that of British
soldiers there. Alarmed, I figured I’d better learn more.Singer’s
book must have been completed before the US invasion, and
so doesn’t confirm or debunk the scale of mercenary involvement in Iraq these days.
Before this book, however, I had no idea what a wide
role corporations employing professional soldiers (often retired special forces commandos trained at US-taxpayer expense) played — not only in US military adventures, but also
in those of other state and non-state entities, legal and illegal.
P.W. Singer has administered corporate mercenary contracts for the Pentagon. He’s a National Security Fellow at
the Brookings Institution. He’s also a frequent commentator
on military affairs in the mainstream print and TV media.
His book is a weighty and well-documented 330 pages.
Fortunately Singer is an engaging and lucid writer. He has a
financial analyst’s grasp of the industry’s dynamics. He’s a
scholar steeped in military culture and history. He has the
geopolitical big picture.
Singer analyzes the trend to privatize warrior functions.
He also examines the disadvantages — both practical and
moral — of doing so. Over a third of the book focuses on
“implications.”
For this anti-war activist who wants to better understand
the realities of war, the book was fascinating. Read it to better understand how the world works.
—Ed Kinane

Bush Report Card / from page 6
load of African-American women and children pulled up and
began to unload groceries. As usual, the children came up to
me and asked about the president’s report card. They quickly
took the cards to the adults, one of whom exclaimed “Hey,
look at this, some white people don’t like him either.”
By now I was very thirsty. (Note to others: carry water!
And use sunscreen!). At the store the cost of the water dropped
when the cashier read the report card, and suggested putting
a few right next to the cash register where they would be
seen.
I ran out of report cards before I finished my route.
- Ann Goodgion

Fishery / Continued from page 17

its calcium chloride waste into Onondaga
lakeshore wetlands, or directly into the
lake. Disposal in the wetlands continued
to the 1980s.
In the 1890s the Syracuse Common
Council proposed hauling garbage to the
lake because that seemed preferable to the
stinking dumps on urban streets. In 1892
the city built sewer pipes that routed raw
sewage to Onondaga Creek. These are
another source of excessive nutrients such
as ammonia and phosphorus that foster
microbiota that can consume available
oxygen.
In the late 1800s some other fishing
spots in the county were remarkably undamaged. Before the Barge Canal altered

the Seneca River, the river still
supported large migratory fish.
A 67-pound sturgeon was taken
from the Seneca River near Jack’s
Reef in 1895.
Yet losses were cumulative and regional. In 1908,
Beauchamp grieved, “native brook
trout, once abundant, has now but
a small range, partly from too much
fishing; quite as much from lack of proper
food....All our creeks and rivers once
swarmed with salmon in their season....Fine
white fish, of excellent flavor, were formerly caught in Onondaga lake, but it is
said they have left it now.”

What is Left for Now?

of trout,
perch, pike and
pickerel; a much
shorter list than
Vanderkemp’s 1753 menu. The
‘winning’ brook trout in 1907 was a mere
nine inches long. No brook trout records
are listed for 2004, as none met the minimum qualifying weight of four pounds.
Brook and lake trout are native to New

The Anglers Association of Onondaga’s
1907 prize list included bass, three kinds

Continued on page 22

Summer of Nonviolent Creek Resistance Begins
Paul Frazier
So what will it take? Onondaga County
wants to stick an above-ground sewage
treatment plant in a predominantly Black
low-income neighborhood on the nearsouth side of Syracuse. Area residents,
five years into the struggle, support underground storage to keep partially treated
raw sewage out of Onondaga Creek and
save the residential neighborhood from
further decay.
For five years residents have opposed
county plans to locate the proposed plant
at Midland and Blaine. Residents have organized, researched, met with city, county,
and state officials; educated the community; gathered petitions; celebrated
Onondaga Creek; and identified viable alternatives.
Organizing moved on to protest. Rallies,
vigils, more petitions. Filing a Title VI claim
of racial discrimination with the US Environmental Protection Agency. Waiting
to hear the response. Now comes nonviolent resistance. According to organizer
Aggie Lane, ”The resistance has begun
and we need everybody.” A Summer of
Nonviolent Resistance.
Paul is a local resident and active member
of the Partnership.

Underground Storage - A Civil
Right

Injustice continues here in Syracuse,
40 years after passage of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act. The County offers out-dated
technology — penny-wise, pound foolish — as the minority community takes
the hit for a sewage treatment plant in the
middle of their neighborhood. What is the
role of race, of power in this plan? Non-

What You Can DO:
• Come to Partnership meetings Tues•

•
•

•

violence training has begun and affinity
groups are forming. It is time to step forward and take part in the struggle. Forty
years from now let the record show that
many from Syracuse and Onondaga County
were counted in the struggle.

days, 6 pm. For location call Zac Moore,
445-2273.
Check out< www.peacecouncil.net/
creek> for upcoming meetings and actions. Join demonstrations and picket
lines.
Call County Executive Pirro, 435-3516,
and demand underground storage!
Call and email:
* US Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
(315) 448-0470; (202) 224-4451;
<senator@clinton.senate.gov>
* NYS Senator Nancy Larraine Hoffman
(315) 478-0072; <hoffmann@
senate.state.ny.us>
and tell them to send a letter of support
for the Partnership’s Civil Rights
complaint.
Join the Resistance Media or Publicity Team. Ongoing nonviolent actions
need support work.

So what will it take? You, PNL reader.
You, concerned citizen, You, champion
of racial equality. You may have missed
out on the nonviolent resistance that led
to the passage of the Civil Rights Act in
1964. Step forward now.
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Onondaga Fishery / continued from page 21
York, unlike brown trout from Europe and rainbows from the
Pacific Northwest, both introduced in the late 1800s.
Despite the 200 years of blocked migration routes, warming water, sediment, toxins, sewage, and over-fishing, the region continues to support a “cool water” fishery that includes
bass, carp, walleye, white perch, pumpkinseed, bluegill, crappie, bullhead, tiger muskelunge and channel catfish. The main
arteries of clear cold well-oxygenated water are now largely
altered into smooth canals or slow waters that do not support
“cold water fish” such as sturgeon, salmon and trout, yet we
can see some signs of survival and even improvement. Trout
can be caught in colder, cleaner upstream tributaries and in
some lakes. A sturgeon was recently captured in Oneida Lake,
one that had been stocked in 1995. Contamination from industrial waste limits eating fish that are caught. An exception is
Skaneateles Lake which contains trout, cisco and landlocked
salmon; the lake’s 250-foot depth ensures cold water; its role
as drinking water for the City of Syracuse has protected it
from contamination.
For centuries Onondaga enjoyed a year-round diet of fish:
fresh salmon, whitefish, eels, lake trout, brook trout and others. We might ask, what was it that they did so well? Designated fishing areas were only a part of their success. Their
intimate understanding of the region and their respect for the
laws of nature were, and continue to be, something we might
all learn.

1103 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 475--6453
www.newschool-syr.org

where kids love to learn

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program
“The New School is small enough to provide personal
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning
activities. It’s great to have young and old children
interacting and learning from each other in this unique
school that both challenges and comforts.”
-Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi
Now Accepting Applications For Fall

Fresh Certified Organic Produce
210 Walton Street, Syracuse, NY 13202
315-471-4601

Peace

Delivered to your Door!
Sign up now for Co-Op
Style Deliveries in CNY
Have a Wealth of
Health in 2004!

We will
also deliver
special orders to
your home!

Give The Gift Of
Contemporary American Craft
315-298-4139

Hours:
Mon-Thur 10-6, Fri-Sat 10-9, Sun 1-5
Fine Contemporary Crafts
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GRINDSTONE FARM
Pulaski, NY

Call for info
315-298-4139

Need a Housesitter,
Pet Caretaker or Babysitter?
SPC Intern Seeks such work
Through August 24. Reliable, trustworthy and good politics.
Contact Emily Aaron, 472-5478 or antioch@peacecouncil.net

MENOPAUSE COACH
WISE WOMAN HERBALIST
GRIEF WORKER
RESTORATIVE MASSAGE

MARIE SUMMERWOOD 315-479-8804
MARGARET R. MATHEWS C.S.W.
CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER

• Individuals
• Couples
• Sliding-scale Fee
846 Westmoreland Avenue
Syracuse, N. Y. 13210
(315) 424-7930

Where can you hear great acoustic music?
Where can you hear engaging speakers?
Where can 9—
—14 year olds go after school for an enriching experience?
Where can seniors go for information & help, to socialize and have lunch?
Where can you Talk to a Lawyer for FREE ?

The Westcott
Community Center
Call us for information about these programs
and the other exciting things happening at the
Center

That’s where !

Phone: 478--8634 Fax: 701--0303
Email: info@westcottcc.org
Web: www.westcottcc.org

July-August 2004 Peace Newsletter 23

SUN

JULY 18
SPC Benefit Screening of
Fahrenheit 9/11.
Noon at Westcott Cinema, 524
Westcott Street. $10 - $15.

25
EVERY SUN:
SPC’s People’s 60 Minutes.
TW Cable Channel 98. 8 pm.
EVERY SUN: Common Threads,
acoustic local music on WAER FM
88.3. 2- 5 pm.

AUG 1
Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics & Friends Mass. 1st and
3rd Sunday of every month. St.
Andrew’s Church, 124 Alden St. 5
pm. Mark Morris 636-7726.

8

19

MON

20

TUES

SPC’s Peace Outreach:
Teall Ave. & Route 690.
4:45-5:30

SPC’s Peace Outreach: Adams
St. and Rt. 81 (Downtown) 4:455:30 pm.

21

WED

22

THURS

29

Syracuse United Neighbors/ Vigil Against the Death PenSkunk City Mtg. Mundy Library, alty: Columbus Circle, noon-12:30
S. Geddes St. 6:30 pm. 476-7475. pm. People Against the Death
Penalty. 637-3344.

28

5

12

26

Syracuse Peace Council
Community Calendar

FRI

SAT

EVERY SAT: Democracy
Now! w/Amy Goodman. TW
Cable Channel 98, 9-11 am.

24

Boston Social Forum
July 23-25, UMass, Boston,
(617) 338-9966; www.boston
socialforum.org. SPC plans to
participate in this event and
coordinate transportation
from Syracuse. 472-5478.

31

23

30

7

CNY-Colombia Sister City
Benefit Concert
Collen Kattau and Friends. 8 Pax Christi Monthly Meeting:
pm. Blue Frog Coffeehouse. 64 9:30 am-noon. Contact Frank
Main Street, Market Place Mall. Woolever 446-1693.
Cortland, NY. (607) 758-7989.

30
6
Annual Hiroshima
Day Procession

28th Sterling Rennaissance
Festival: Saturdays and Sundays July 3 - August 14. 10 am
- 7 pm (800) 879-4446 or
www.sterlingfestival.com

14

Swing Voter Registration: in
PA. 8 am - 6 pm Contact Dawn
Curry-Clarry at 424-1743 x132
or dclarry@1199.org

21

EVERY SAT: Sharing the
Earth. Animal rights & environmental videos. 10 pm. TW Cable
Ch. 98. People for Animal Rights.

To list your group’s
event or meeting, call
472-5478 or send the
info to SPC at
pnl@peacecouncil.net

Westcott Community Center
Garage Sale: 9 am- 5 pm
826 Euclid Ave., 478-8634

Pax Christi Monthly Meeting:
9:30 am-noon. Contact Frank
Woolever 446-1693.

27 28

Gather at Plymouth Church,
232 E. Onondaga St. at 11:30
am. Vigil at Columbus Circle
at 1 pm.

13
13

20

27

Peace Newsletter Mailing: 4-6:30 pm. Free Pizza.

Stop the Wall Campaign Visits Syracuse: National
Campaign to stop Israel’s wall which takes Palestinian
land. Details to come. 472-5478. www.peacecouncil.net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty: Columbus Circle, noon12:30 pm. People Against the Death Penalty. 637-3344.

EVERY THURS: Interfaith Peace
Vigil. Conventual Franciscan Friars, Assisi Center, 800 N. Salina
St.. 5:30-6 pm. 473-0952.

19

EVERY THUR: Free Legal Services. Lawyers available to answer questions or provide referrals. Westcott Community Center,
826 Euclid Ave. 6-8 pm. 478-8634.

Syracuse United Neighbors
SW/Tallman Meeting: Brady
Faith Center, 404 South Ave. 7
pm. 476-7475.

Stonewall Committee Meeting:
6 pm. Bonnie Strunk 422-0144.

EVERY WED: Meditation. Women’s Senior/Community Dinner:
Information Center, 601 Allen St. 8:30- Westcott Community Center,
826 Euclid Ave. 6-8 p.m. $2.25
9:45 am. FREE. 472-5711.
suggested donation. Contact
Steve Susman or Paul DeMong
478-8634

EVERY WED: Military & Draft
Counseling at the Peace Council.
Noon - 3 pm. Marge 472-5478.

18

25

Syracuse United Neighbors/ EVERY THURS: Womens Voices
Skunk City Mtg. Mundy Library, Radio. WAER-88 FM. 8 pm.
1204 S. Geddes St. 6:30 pm. 4767475.

11

P-FLAG Monthly Mtg: 7:30 pm. 4463
4
5940.
3

Free bike fix-up for youth. Northeast
Community Center, corner of Hawley
and Oak Sts. 5-7:30 pm. 472-5478.

Bikes for Peace Clinic

27

Syracuse United Neighbors/
SPC’s Peace Outreach: Rte.
Westside Meeting. Brown Memo695 to W. Genesee St.
rial Church, corner Davis and S.
(Fairmount). 4:45-5:30 pm.
Geddes St. 7 pm. 476-7475.

26

2

EVERY MON:
Meditation.
Women’s Information Ctr, 601 Allen
St., 8:30-9:45 am. Free. 472-5711.
EVERY MON: Morris Dancing.
Westcott Community Center, 826
Euclid Ave. 7-8:30 pm. 478-8634.

10

17

9

16

SPC’s Peace Outreach:
E.Genesee St. & Erie Blvd.
(Dewitt). 4:45-5:30 pm.

31

P-FLAG Monthly Meeting: 7:30 pm.
446-5940.

Bikes for Peace Clinic: See July 27

SPC’s Peace Outreach: Route
57 & Vine Street (Liverpool). 4:455:30 pm.

24

Syracuse United Neighbors/
Westside Meeting. Brown Memorial Church, corner Davis and
S. Geddes St. 7 pm. 476-7475.

CNY SOA Abolitionist
Syracuse United NeighMonthly Meeting: 4-5:30
bors/Southside Meeting.
pm. Ann Tiffany 478-4571 or Payton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. SPC’s Peace Outreach:
anntiffany@a-znet.com.
Thompson Rd. & James St.
7 pm. 476-7475.
(Northside). 4:45-5:30 pm.
Westcott East Neighborhood
Assoc. Petit Library, 7-9 pm.
Bikes for Peace Clinic: See July 27
Starke Donnally 472-2140.

15
Family Farm & Farmer’s Day:
Elderberry Pond Organic Farm,
3728 Center Road. 1-5 p.m.
Reps from local farms, farm
tours, nature walks, workshops.
Contact Susan 594-1906 or Jean
Siracusa 252-7436.

23

30

SPC’s Peace Outreach: Main
Entrance to NYS Fairgrounds.
4:45-5:30 pm.

July/August2004
Bush Must Go! Campaign themes
July: HUMAN NEED NOT CORPORATE GREED
for August/September: PROTECT THE EARTH

Address Service Requested

Complimentary Copy
See page 2 to subscribe, only $12/yr!
Help support our work

924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478
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29
EVERY SUN: Soulful Sundown. Contemporary Spiritual
Service at May Memorial Unitarian Society, 3800 E.Genesee St.
5 pm. FREE.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times
Live. Television by, for & about
teens. 8 pm. TW Cable Channel
98. 478-UNIT.

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

