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CORRECTION
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Candace Saunders.
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice
organization. It is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contributions
of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence and
exploitation in any form will no longer exist. It challenges the existing unjust
power relationships among nations, among people and between ourselves and the
environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, cooperation and
a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other, nor
can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots.
SPC seeks to make these connections clear. We initiate and support activities that
help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that places human
need above monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people based on
cooperation rather than competition or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect each other. In both,
we are committed to nonviolent means of conﬂict resolution and to a process of
decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.
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Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

April 29 Mobilization in NYC

United for Peace and Justice and a coalition
of environmental, youth and social justice
organizations have called for a major mobilization on April 29 for “Peace, Justice
and Democracy.” The demands are:
• End the never-ending oil wars.
• Protect our civil liberties and immigrant
rights. End illegal spying, government
corruption and the subversion of our
democracy.
• Rebuild our communities, starting
with the Gulf Coast. Stop corporate
subsidies and tax cuts for the wealthy
while ignoring our basic needs.
• Act quickly to address the climate crisis
and the accelerating destruction of our
environment.
SPC is working to secure busses for
the trip. Contact SPC for information or
to help. If you cannot attend, but would
like to support the mobilization, consider
a donation to help SPC reduce costs for
others.

government ofﬁcials. Representative Jim
Walsh was the only one to attend.
This was a rare visit into the community
– Mr. Walsh has been repeatedly asked to
participate in town meetings, and he has
repeatedly refused. With SUN’s permission,
SPC demonstrated outside their event. Six
bundled-up SPC activists carried signs such
as “Money for Heat, Not for War.”
Earlier that morning two SPC activists
attended a demonstration about the high
cost of heating, organized by a group that
has often attended our events as counterprotesters, holding signs such as “If we
weren’t sending $5.9 billion a month to
Iraq, we could heat our homes.”

Iraq Committees Hard at Work

Two anti-war committees have formed at
SPC. The Iraq Action Group has planned
a series of gatherings Mondays at noon
at the Federal Building on February 27,
March 6 and March 13. Each Monday
will focus on a different cost of the war
– from civilian and military deaths to cuts
in local public services. We will pass out
black armbands with the number
of military and civilian deaths to
anyone willing to wear one. We
will culminate with a demonstration
and direct action on March 20 – the
beginning of the fourth year of the
US occupation. Details will be set at
a planning meeting at 7 pm, March
6 at the Westcott Day Hab Center
(522 Westcott St).
The Local Cost of the War
Campaign held its second meeting on March 2. This committee is
reaching out to local programs and
organizations whose funding is beSPC Staffer Carol Baum joined several other hearty
ing
cut as the price of war escalates.
protesters to challenge Rep. Walsh to make the
We plan to implement a campaign
connections. Photo: Ray Trudell
to reclaim funding for human needs
and not for war.
Both committees are open to
SPC Connects
new members. Contact Jessica.

Heating Costs and War

On Saturday, February 18, one of the
coldest days of the year, Syracuse United
Neighbors (SUN) held a forum on the high
cost of heating and what the government
should do about it. They invited many

Got Creativity?

SPC is looking for a few creative activists
who want to coordinate an ongoing committee to generate ideas, props and energy for

S YRACUSE P EACE C OUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm
Wed. til 8 pm

Staff email addresses:
Andy Mager – andy@peacecouncil.net
Candace Saunders – candace@peacecouncil.net
Carol Baum <carol@peacecouncil.net>
Jessica Maxwell <jessica@peacecouncil.net>

SPC activities. Committee members would
not have to do all of the work themselves,
but rather to think creatively and recruit
others to help with the work. This could
include making puppets and other props
for demonstrations or street theatre skits,
or brainstorming ideas for new events. If
you’re interested, contact Jessica.

Nottingham Youth Action
Kicks Butt!

In the past month, the Military Alternatives
Education Project (MAEP) successfully
brought about 30 Nottingham High School
students together to form Nottingham

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Results of a Survey on
Civilian Deaths in Iraq:
A Story of Media Spin
Les Roberts led a study estimating that
100,000 Iraqis have died as a result of
the March 2003 US-led invasion and
occupation. Project Censored cited
the study as the second most underreported story of 2005.
Les is a research associate at
Johns Hopkins and has studied mortality caused by war since 1992.

Thursday, March 23
7-8:30 pm
Westcott Community Center

(corner of Euclid and Westcott, Syracuse)

followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE
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SPC / continued from previous page
Youth Action (NYA) – an activist group
currently focused on students’ rights and
consciousness-raising. NYA’s ﬁrst campaign
will tackle Nottingham’s unjust bathroom
security policies and sub-par conditions.
MAEP looks forward to working with NYA
by sharing organizing skills and helping
the students form an anti-oppressive, wellrounded activist analysis of our world.
MAEP is also excited about helping start
similar groups at Corcoran, Henniger, and
Fowler as soon as possible. Students are
already interested.
SPC welcomes NYA activist Tessa
Corcoran-Sayers as our newest intern.
She will work with Candace and Jessica
on organizing an alternative career fair to
connect local youth with work and educational opportunities related to social justice
and community empowerment.
MAEP meets next on Monday, March
6, 4:15 pm at 2013 E. Genesee St.

Striking for Peace is No Joke

Don’t forget to register for SPC’s third
annual Strike for Peace Bowl-a-thon, which
will be held this year on April Fool’s Day
at Bowlmor Lanes in East Syracuse (201
Highland Ave). The registration deadline
is March 20, so get to work organizing

your team of 4-6 people. The entry fee is
$15 for adults and $12 for kids age 12 and
under. Strapped for cash? Get sponsors to
pay your registration fee. Bowlers are also
encouraged to supplement their registration
fees by seeking donations (ﬂat amount or
pledges per pin) from friends and neighbors,
to be collected after the game. Registration and pledge forms are online at www.
peacecouncil.net/bowl/index.htm.
We’re also looking for volunteers to
help staff the event. Contact SPC with
any questions.

Join the Study Group with a
New Book

The study group is trying something
new. Our next book is (drum roll, please)
Other Lands Have Dreams: From Baghdad to Pekin Prison by three-time Nobel
Peace Prize nominee and Voices in the
Wilderness founder, Kathy Kelly. It is a
“testament to the extraordinary courage of
ordinary people facing seemingly impossible circumstances.”
Because of the nature of the book, our
plan is to read the entire book before we start
our discussion. We will begin discussion
of it on Monday, April 10; prior meetings
will be spent watching dvds or discussing
short articles.
The study group meets on the second
and fourth Mondays of the
month from 7-8:30 pm at
the Friends Meeting House
(821 Euclid, Syracuse). All
are welcome – we just ask
that you have a basic agreement with SPC’s statement
of purpose (see page 2) and a
willingness to discuss ideas
respectfully.
Contact Carol for info
on where to get the book.

Activist
Appreciation
Donna Muhs-McCarten

A US State Department employee passed by Ed Kinane of
Syracuse and Bernie Meyer of Olympia, WA as they held this
banner at the US Capitol. He offered to take their photo,
stating, “Doing what you guys are doing takes more guts and
commitment than most of us have.” Ed is in Washington until
March 19 fasting and demonstrating to oppose the war with
Voices for Creative Nonviolence.
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Donna Műhs-McCarten
came to a volunteer orientation in January 2004 and
has been active with SPC
ever since.
Donna, a retired social
studies teacher, joined SPC’s
study group, quickly becoming a “regular.” Before long

Weekly Peace Outreach
Be a visible part of the growing opposition to the war on Iraq. With the

increasing daylight, we return to
Tuesdays at 4:45-5:30 pm.
• March 7 S. Salina and E. Colvin

(Southside)

• March 14 Rt. 257 and Rt. 173

(E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius

• March 21 Teall Ave. and Rt. 690

(Eastside)

• March 28 Adams St. and Rt. 81

(Downtown)

she was volunteering at the ofﬁce, and soon
was drawn into the PNL editorial committee,
where she has taken on many tasks.
Donna’s skills, determination, reliability and positive spirit have made her
a delight to work with. She is a kind, supportive person who can cheer people up
just by her presence. Her attitude is one
of gratitude, and she has actually thanked
the Peace Council staff for the opportunity
to volunteer here.
We also want to appreciate her husband Phil McCarten, who came with her
to that ﬁrst orientation. He too became
a valued study group “regular” and has
helped with the PNL and other projects
when needed.

SPC Receives RESIST Grant

SPC has just received a $3,000 grant
from RESIST for general organizational
support (a much needed area very few
funding sources support). This is the third
RESIST grant SPC has received since 2002.
Founded in 1967, RESIST was originally
formed to oppose the war in Vietnam and
to support draft resistance. Today, Resist
remains a political organization committed
to radical social change, and funds small
budget groups who struggle towards a broad
vision of social justice, while opposing
political and institutional oppression. High
priority is given to groups that fall outside
of mainstream funding sources because they
are considered to be too “radical.”
We thank RESIST for their continued support. For more information
on RESIST – (617) 623-5110 or www.
resistinc.org.

A Chill Wind Blows:Women’s Freedom
Depends on Reproductive Freedom
Betty DeFazio
On January 22, 1973, a young lawyer named
Sarah Weddington argued the Roe v. Wade
case before the US Supreme Court. The ink
wasn’t dry on the paper before anti-choice
forces moved to try and eviscerate Roe and
all that the monumental decision stands for.
As we celebrate “women’s history month”
this March, it is a perfect time to contemplate
the future of reproductive freedom.
Many of us look to the Supreme Court
to ensure our liberties remain intact. “For
today, the women of this Nation still retain
the liberty to control their destinies. But the
signs are evident and very ominous, and a chill
wind blows.” In 1989, then Justice Harry
Blackmun, wrote those famous words in
the Webster v. Reproductive Health Services
Supreme Court decision. Although the
legal right to make childbearing choices
has been reafﬁrmed time and again, the
future is still not certain. Recently, the
Court has changed and no doubt you may
feel the same chill wind that I do.

The Silent Majority
Interestingly, most Americans do not want
the government making these choices for
them. But, those Americans are largely a
silent majority. While support for birth
control and sex education has grown (most
people in the US understand that prevention
is a good thing), a much louder minority
would have people believe that birth control
is immoral and the best sex education tells
kids to just say “NO.”
In an effort to sort out the rhetoric, one
group, Advocates for Youth, has compiled
data to show support in the US for sex
education. A review of a 1999 national poll
by Hickman-Brown Research concluded,
“(what) Americans feel about sexuality
education for young people reveals an
unprecedented level of support for sexuality education…” Further, they note that
93% support sex education for high school
students and 84% support sex education
for middle school students! “All groups,
including conservative Christians, support
Betty is the External Affairs Director of
Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/Syracuse Region, Inc.

high school and junior high
school sexuality education
to prevent disease and
unintended pregnancy.”
(www.advocatesforyouth.
org/factsﬁgures/suppsexed.
htm)
Although those numbers signal support for
sex education, according
to the National Women’s Demonstrators at the April 2004 March for Women’s Lives in DC.
Law Center, another area Credit: http://crayz.org
raises alarms. Religious
abortion.
refusals to ﬁll prescriptions for birth control

32
states and the District of Columbia
and emergency contraception are expandfollow
the federal standard and fund
ing across the United States. “Pharmacist
abortions
only in cases of life endangerrefusals to ﬁll legally valid prescriptions for
ment, rape, and incest.
contraception constitute a serious erosion
of reproductive rights and impede women’s  47 states have a religious or moral refusal
clause that allows health providers to
access to critical health care.”
refuse to provide reproductive services
Backsliding
(which means people can be denied birth
For too many years, both women and
control, emergency contraception, abormen have taken reproductive freedom for
tions, and/or sterilization services).
granted. We have become accustomed to  A 2004 Congressional report showed that
the notion of self-determination and bodily
80% of the “abstinence-only” curricula
integrity. We have grown used to the right
used in high schools contain false, misto time pregnancies, space children, and
leading or distorted health information
plan families. These rights give women
about reproductive issues!
an equal place at life’s table. Justice Harry
Blackmun, called these rights “a step that had Changing Direction
to be taken as we go down the road toward It doesn’t take a “rocket scientist” to look at
the full emancipation of women.”
these numbers and see that a lack of approBut, are those rights available to all? priate education and the growing restrictions
Have we attained full emancipation or are placed on women seeking reproductive health
we “backsliding?”
care will likely result in more unintended
Consider the “State Health Facts” pregnancies as well as the spread of sexusection found on the Kaiser Family ally-transmitted diseases.
Foundation’s website:
Individually, one of these facts might
 Only four states voluntarily provide not threaten women’s access to care. Jointly,
funding for medically necessary abor- they point to a very chill wind blowing
across our country. It’s time for us, we, the
tions (thankfully, New York is one).
people,
to protect reproductive freedom for
 Only nine states have laws requiring hospital emergency rooms to offer emergency all women and men – now and for future
contraception to rape victims (commonly generations. Let’s change the direction of
known as the “morning after pill” and New that very chill wind.
York ranks in the minority for enacting
Want to stay informed and take
this common sense law).
action? Sign up for e-mail alerts at:
 Only 21 states have laws requiring
www.ppaction.org/ppnys/join.html
contraceptive coverage (birth control
prescription coverage).
Additional information can also be
 30 states have enacted “Mandatory Waitfound at: www.pprsr.org and www.
ing Periods” and/or “Biased Information
plannedparenthood.org
Requirements” for women seeking an
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A Tale of Two Quagmires
Noam Chomsky interviewed by
Michael Hastings

That happens to be where most of Saudi
Arabia’s oil is. So you can see the ultimate
nightmare developing from Washington’s
point of view.

Hastings: Where do you see Iraq heading Hastings: You were involved in the antiwar
movement in the 1960s. What do you think
right now?
Chomsky: Well, it’s extremely difﬁcult of the Vietnam-Iraq analogy?
to talk about this because of a very rigid Chomsky: I think there is no analogy
doctrine that prevails in the United States whatsoever. That analogy is based on a
and Britain which prevents us from looking misunderstanding of Iraq and a misunderat the situation realistically. The doctrine, standing of Vietnam. The misunderstanding
to oversimplify, is that we have to believe of Iraq I’ve already described. The misunthe United States would have so-called derstanding of Vietnam had to do with the
liberated Iraq even if its main products war aims. The United States went to war
were lettuce and pickles and [the]
main energy resource of the world
were in central Africa. Anyone who
doesn’t accept that is dismissed as
a conspiracy theorist or a lunatic
or something. But anyone with
a functioning brain knows that
that’s not true—as all Iraqis do,
for example. The United States
invaded Iraq because its major
resource is oil. And it gives the
United States, to quote [Zbigniew]
Brzezinski, “critical leverage” over
its competitors, Europe and Japan.
That’s a policy that goes way back
to the second world war. That’s the
fundamental reason for invading
Iraq, not anything else.
Once we recognize that, we’re
able to begin talking about where
Iraq is going. For example, there’s Graphic: Alan Hardman
a lot of talk about the United States
bringing [about] a sovereign independent in Vietnam for a very good reason. They
Iraq. That can’t possibly be true. All you were afraid Vietnam would be a successful
have to do is ask yourself what the policies model of independent development and that
would be in a more-or-less democratic would have a virus effect—infect others
Iraq. We know what they’re likely to be. A who might try to follow the same course.
democratic Iraq will have a Shiite majority, There was a very simple war aim—destroy
[with] close links to Iran. Furthermore, it’s Vietnam. And they did it. The United States
right across the border from Saudi Arabia, basically achieved its war aims in Vietnam
where there’s a Shiite population which has by [1967]. It’s called a loss, a defeat,
been brutally repressed by the US-backed because they didn’t achieve the maximal
fundamentalist tyranny. If there are any
moves toward sovereignty in Shiite Iraq,
or at least some sort of freedom, there
are going to be effects across the border.
Noam Chomsky is well-known globally for
his proliﬁc writing and clear thinking on a
variety of political topics. Michael Hastings is a reporter for Newsweek magazine.
Reprinted from www.zmag.org.
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aims, the maximal aims being turning it
into something like the Philippines. They
didn’t do that. [But] they did achieve the
major aims. It was possible to destroy
Vietnam and leave. You can’t destroy Iraq
and leave. It’s inconceivable.
Hastings: Was the antiwar movement more
successful in the ‘60s than it is today?
Chomsky: I think it’s the other way around.
The United States attacked Vietnam in 1962.
It took years before any protest developed.
Iraq is the ﬁrst time in hundreds of years
of European and American history that
a war was massively protested before it
was launched. There was huge
protest in February 2003. It had
never happened in the history of
the West.
Hastings: Where do you put
George W. Bush in the pantheon
of American presidents?
Chomsky: He’s more or less a
symbol, but I think the people
around him are the most dangerous administration in American
history. I think they’re driving the
world to destruction. There are
two major threats that face the
world, threats of the destruction
of the species, and they’re not a
joke. One of them is nuclear war,
and the other is environmental
catastrophe, and they are driving toward destruction in both
domains. They’re compelling
competitors to escalate their own offensive
military capacity—Russia, China, now Iran.
That means putting their offensive nuclear
missiles on hair-trigger alert.
The Bush administration has succeeded
in making the United States one of the most
feared and hated countries in the world. The
talent of these guys is unbelievable. They
have even succeeded at alienating Canada.
I mean, that takes genius, literally.

Iraqi children with
learning
impediments:
p://www.defenselink.mil/news/casualty.pdf

92%

Source: www.irin.org – a recent survey of over 1,000 Iraqi children
found that the climate of “fear and insecurity” poses a serious risk to
their mental health.

Haudenosaunee Women
Inspire 19th Century Feminists
Sally Roesch Wagner
How did our 19th century foremothers get
the vision and courage to demand a better
life when they were surrounded by voices
telling them the stiﬂing existence they
led was the only one possible? Woman
was created to be subordinate to man, the
church thundered, and science nodded
its approval that God’s way was nature’s
way as well.
“The assertion that women have always
been physically inferior to men, and consequently have always been held in a subject
condition, has been universally believed,”
Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote. “This view
has furnished the opponents to woman’s
emancipation their chief arguments for
holding her in bondage... ”
With this universal view of women
in place, one might wonder how Stanton
and other early feminists were inspired
to imagine the possibility of a more equal
society. That inspiration came from contemporary women who in fact lived very
different lives from theirs, the women of
the six Iroquois nations – Seneca, Cayuga,
Onondaga, Oneida, Mohawk and Tuscarora – the Haudenosaunee, as they called
themselves.
Lucretia Mott saw this world in practice when she and her husband visited the
Seneca in the summer of 1848. She watched
women who had equal responsibilities with
men in all aspects of their lives – family,
spiritual, government, economic. At this time
the Seneca women were deeply involved
in the decision of whether or not to drop
their traditional clan system of government
and adopt the constitutional form insisted
upon by the Quakers. While the Cattaraugus
Seneca ﬁnally did accept the United States
model, they refused to accept the element
of male dominance. They placed in their
constitution that no treaty would be valid
without the approval of three-fourths of
the “mothers of the nation.”
Sally is the Executive Director of the Matilda
Joslyn Gage Foundation in Fayetteville,
New York and an adjunct faculty member
at Syracuse University. She can be reached
at swagner711@aol.com. This article was
originally published in the Summer 1999
issue of National NOW Times.

With this in mind, Mott traveled to visit
friends in western New York where they
planned, and held, the ﬁrst women’s rights
convention in Seneca Falls. Beyond equal
suffrage, Stanton marveled that “the women
were the great power among the clan,” and
“the original nomination of the chiefs also
always rested with the women.” The clan
mother had the authority to nominate, hold
in ofﬁce and remove the representative of
her clan, Stanton explained.
Matilda Joslyn Gage, Stanton’s equally
brilliant contemporary, described the governmental structure in more detail. “Division
of power between the sexes in this Indian
republic was nearly equal. Although the
principal chief of the confederacy was a
man, descent ran through the female line,
the sister of the chief possessing the power
of nominating his successor.”
Gage wrote that the U.S. form of government was borrowed from that of the Six
Nations, and thus “the modern world [is]
indebted for its ﬁrst conception of inherent
rights, natural equality of condition, and
the establishment of a civilized government
upon this basis” to the Iroquois.
The movement theoreticians, Stanton
and Gage, came to believe that every existing institution of western “civilization”
– family, capitalism, church and state
– rested on the oppression of women, and
each would have to be destroyed in their
existing form before women would be free.
They knew these institutions were neither
inherent nor natural, for they had seen an
alternative in action.
While “civilized” women pledged
to obey their husbands upon marriage,
among Haudenosaunee women “usually
the females ruled the house,” Stanton

wrote. “The stores were in common; but
woe to the luckless husband or lover who
was too shiftless to do his share of the
providing. No matter how many children,
or whatever goods he might have in the
house, he might at any time be ordered to
pick up his blanket and budge; and after
such an order it would not be healthful for
him to attempt to disobey …”
Divorce, Iroquois style, must have
looked like a vision to Stanton, who had
been called a heretic for arguing that women
should have the right to leave loveless
or dangerous marriages. Women had no
right to their children under the laws of
patriarchal Christianity, while “among the
greater number of the American aborigines
the descent of property and children were
in the female line,” Stanton wrote.
This model, of indigenous women
living in a world in which they had status,
authority, and dignity, gave our feminist
foremothers a vision of how they could
transform their world, along with the sure
knowledge that it could be done without
upsetting either nature or God.

VISIONARY WOMEN:
The Haudenosaunee and the US Women’s Rights Movement
Jeanne Shenandoah and Sally Roesch Wagner

Tuesday, March 7, 7 pm
Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee St.
Part of, “Onondaga Land Rights and Our Common Future,” a collaborative educational
series bringing together the CNY community, SU, and SUNY ESF.
Information: Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, 472-5478, noon@peacecouncil.net
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From Colombia to Venezuela:

Otra Mundo esta en Marcha (Another World is on the March)
sued the project with support from the Wisconsin-based Colombia Support Network.
John Henry and Marylen have traveled to
CNY to further this relationship.

goals and actions for our partnership. We
afﬁrmed that our governments do not act in
Ann Tiffany (Syracuse), Dana Brown
the interest of the majority of their people.
(Ithaca), John Laun (Madison, WI) and I
We need direct relationships between
rattled around inside a small bus over
people and community organizations
narrow dirt roads through the Andes for
to represent our needs. What does a
an hour and a half to arrive at a comrelationship of mutual support look
munity gathering in La Floresta, in the
like between communities situated in
municipio of Cajibío. An agricultural
vastly different positions in this context
region in the southwestern department
of globalized inequality? How do we
of Cauca, Colombia, the steep terrain is
establish a model of solidarity rather
planted with coffee, potatoes, yuca (casthan exploitation or charity? We’re not
sava), corn and sugar cane. We traveled
the ﬁrst to struggle with these issues, but
with two community organizers from
the process of answering these questions
the Cajibío Small Farmer’s Movement,
together seems at least as important as
John Henry Gonzalez and Marylen
the result. Among the ideas expressed
Serna Salinas, and a dozen members of
for shared projects were simultanea local youth group working to reclaim
ous demonstrations, sharing training
This talented group of 12-18 year-olds traveled with us
their culture.
information and results, cultural and
The bus pulled off the road near a from Popayán to La Floresta where they performed during material exchanges and an efﬁcient alert
cluster of simple buildings with con- the community gathering. Photo: Ann Tiffany
system to facilitate quick responses to
crete or dirt ﬂoors. The largest – built
repression.
by the state to serve as a medical clinic “They Fund the War”
Truth, Justice, Reparations
– has been used as a community center
Everyone introduced themselves, their com- Our visit coincided with the ﬁve-year
since no one ever came to staff the clinic.
munities, projects and goals. Sustainable anniversary of the Rejoya massacre that
A loudspeaker, the community “radio
economic development and empowerment occurred on January 15, 2001. Shortly after
station,” sits atop a tall pole on the roof.
of marginalized groups are often combined. the massacre, Carlos Castaño, infamous
Nearby is the “kitchen,” a semi-enclosed
One project supplies panela bricks (a sugar former leader of the United Self-Defense
structure with a large adobe oven, and a
cane product similar to maple sugar candy) (AUC) paramilitary organization, declared
small store that is stocked daily from the
to a group of displaced youth in Cali to sell on national TV that the AUC was responnearby city of Popayán. The tidy shelves
in the city markets.
sible for the killings. It was the last of four
boast diverse foods and supplies – I even
John Henry skillfully engaged the massacres in Cajibío between November
noticed bicycle tires hanging on the wall.
communities in a discussion of our partner- 2000-January 2001. After attending a mass
There is a small latrine, its open entrance
ship. He began by asking what they knew and ceremony held in the middle of the
facing away from the other buildings. A
of the US. “They fund the war…they bring road where the massacre had occurred, we
burlap bag hangs from one side and can
GMOs…they fumigate us like cucarachas.” interviewed several community members
be drawn across as a curtain.
The nervous laughter and sincere faces who lost relatives at La Rejoya and met
About 100 people of diverse ages
conveyed a mixture of openness, frustration with a major at the military battalion in
traveled for miles (many by foot) from
and conviction. Who in the US creates and Popayán. Even with legal support from a
surrounding communities to meet with us
enforces these policies? Who is responsible? national human rights group, there has been
about the CNY-Cajibío hermanamiento
“Los ricos…el gobierno.” (“The rich…the no accountability. Impunity and ofﬁcial
(sister community partnership). Our relagovernment”). Honest and direct. There is corruption are so pervasive in Colombia
tionship began in 2003, after a small group
no time here for pretending. All eyes turned that seeking justice is a dangerous and
from CNY traveled to Cauca with Witness
to us – who were these gringos? Were we elusive challenge.
for Peace. Marylen met with the delegation
the rich who supported US government
After four days, we left Cajibío for
and spoke about Cajibío, a municipality of
policies in Colombia? And if not, if we meetings in Bogotá – the attorney general’s
several rural communities. Impressed with
were not the rich or powerful, what could ofﬁce, the head of the UN Human Rights
their organization and hearing their desire
we possibly do to help them? “What can ofﬁce, president of the Constitutional Court,
for a US sister community, a coalition of
the poor do working with the poor?”
lawyers and staff at various human rights
Syracuse, Cortland and Ithaca groups purPatient silence anticipated our response. organizations, political ofﬁcials, and US
We hesitated, surprised by the directness ambassador William Wood. We discussed
Jessica, Ann and Dana arrived back in the and intimidated by the complexity of the human rights, citing the example of La
US exhausted and inspired after enjoying a issues. Instinctively, we responded by sharﬁnal evening together in Venezuela sleeping ing our experiences and perspectives. We
then worked together to identify concrete
on lawn chairs in the Caracas airport.
continued on next page

Jessica Maxwell
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continued from previous page
Rejoya, and pushed ofﬁcials for information. Everyone, except the US ambassador,
stressed the need for “truth, justice and
reparations” to negotiate a settlement to
the 40-year armed conﬂict. The US supports Colombian President Uribe’s “Justice
and Peace Law,” a controversial process
offering incentives for paramilitaries to
demobilize. After interviewing demobilized
paramilitaries, government ofﬁcials, and
others involved, Human Rights Watch concluded that this process is actually helping
paramilitary commanders legitimize and
maintain their illegally gained wealth and
political power.

“Peace” at Any Price?
The US remains the largest source of foreign aid to Colombia, providing almost
$800 million in 2005, mostly military
and counter-narcotics aid (much of which
actually returns to the US for weapons and
training). Colombia receives more US aid
than any other country except Israel and
Egypt. A portion of the aid is contingent
upon human rights conditions, but continues
to be approved by Congress each year even
though Colombia’s military has the worst
human rights record in Latin America. The
Colombian military also has documented
connections to paramilitary groups designated as terrorist organizations by the US
State Department.
Colombia’s problems did not begin
with US intervention: they have roots in
social inequality and struggles for land
and resources that have existed since colonization. US policy exacerbates existing
conﬂicts while failing to achieve its stated
goals of drug eradication and disarming
illegal armed actors. The guerillas and
paramilitaries remain militarily and economically powerful. Colombia is still the
world’s leading producer of cocaine, which
is readily available in the US. According
to a 2005 Human Rights Watch report,
Colombia has the world’s largest internally
displaced population after Sudan. In the
last three years, more than three million
people (almost 7% of the population) have
been forcibly displaced due to the armed
conﬂict – 50% of them under 18.
Overwhelmingly we were told that
Colombia needs international pressure
and resources to support human rights
and a negotiated solution to the armed
conﬂict. Cocaine production should be
addressed through sustainable alternative
development in Colombia and treatment

programs in the US. Our task
is twofold – move US policy in
a less destructive direction and
deepen connections between
grassroots organizations and
communities so that we are not
dependent on our governments
to shape our futures.

Security through
Solidarity
Ann, Dana and I left Colombia
and traveled to neighboring
Venezuela for the sixth World
Social Forum (WSF), a gathering of social movements and We met Debora (2nd from left) in Colombia and then met
civil society organizations to several members of her family at the WSF. Indigenous Wayuu,
share information, experiences their entire village was forced to flee La Guajira, Colombia into
Venezuela after a paramilitary massacre. They are gathering
and strategies within the vision international support to return to their community lands.
“another world is possible.” This Photo: Ann Tiffany
year’s WSF was held simultaneously January 24-29 in Caracas
(Venezuela) and Bamako (Mali, Africa), A Better World is Possible:
with a third location, Karachi (Pakistan), If We Make It
postponed due to a devastating earthquake. Alongside excitement for Chavez in VenA palpable sense of optimism dominated ezuela and Evo Morales’ recent victory in
the recurring themes of US imperialism, Bolivia, there were many voices at the WSF
environmental destruction and corporate reminding us that politicians always make
domination.
compromises once elected. Political leaders
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez must operate within the global capitalist
has initiated a series of innovative and system. The extent to which they can resist
successful projects, including literacy pro- and implement alternatives is determined
grams, rural health services, participatory by the strength of our social movements.
neighborhood assemblies, and deploy- The Bolivian people’s unprecedented
ing the military to support public needs. recent victory over multinational corporaDespite being democratically elected tion Bechtel could not have been secured
twice, Chavez is denounced by the US by any political leader. Only through the
government as a dangerous dictator. The sacriﬁce, vision, and tremendous organizing
true danger represented by Venezuela is of the Bolivian people and the solidarity
the socialist experiment unfolding there of the global justice movement were they
– a threat to corporate interests and US
able to prevent Bechtel from stealing their
political domination.
resources.
As a strong leftward trend prevails in
The worst environmental, economic,
Latin America, Colombia has become an
social and political problems that plague
even more strategic US ally, and a crucial
our globe continue unabated not for lack
target of Venezuelan solidarity. Venezuela
of resources, technology or ideas, but for
assisted a number of Colombian activists to
lack of political will – and because corpoattend the WSF. This tactical solidarity was
rate proﬁts rule. As Venezuela leads a new
also extended to the US this winter when
movement towards radical democracy and
Venezuela offered discounted fuel (through
Citgo) to beneﬁt the poor in several large economic justice, strong grassroots social
US cities. A similar approach has been movements are more crucial than ever to
adopted for internal threats. Rather than protect and shape this new world.
repress corporate controlled media outlets
critical of the government, Chavez has
supported public and alternative media.
The Venezuelan strategy seems to focus on
generating support by successfully meeting
people’s needs and hoping that those who
beneﬁt from this fragile new model will
ultimately protect it.

Jessica and Ann will speak Wed.,
March 8, 7 pm, at the Westcott
Community Center on their
recent trip to Colombia and
Venezuela.
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Africa Bound
Kimberley McCoy
Driving through the busy streets of Accra, Ghana’s capital, we see billboards
advertising the quality and freshness of
US poultry. The advertisement seems
moot in a city ﬁlled with chickens clucking
and wandering about. Our guide, Gordon,
makes a joke about Ghana’s commitment
to the Western concept of “free range.”
It’s hard to imagine that a piece of poultry
shipped across the Atlantic Ocean could
be any fresher than the chicken sitting on
the front steps, but that would be missing
the point. The sign does more than sell
chicken, it sells “America.”
Seven US citizens, including three
youth, traveled together to Ghana, West
Africa this past August along with our
Ghanaian-American friend KoﬁAddai. The
trip was the ﬁrst since 1991 for the Syracuse
Africa Bound Program. This program aims
to bring African-American youth to Africa
for a cultural and educational adventure.
The youth, along with their parents and
the program’s coordinating leaders work
together to raise funds for the trip. This is
a crucial part of the program as one of its
goals is to bring youth who otherwise would
not have the ﬁnancial means for such an
expensive trip. (The plane fare alone can
cost close to $2,000.) Also, everyone on
the trip is asked to raise $100 that will be
donated to a Cape Coast orphanage and
the Worawora community library.

Full Circle
After visiting Accra, where we see the
blending of modern Hip-Hop and traditional
African culture, we travel to Cape Coast to
see the ‘slave castles.’ These ‘slave castles’
are the European forts that once held thousands of enslaved Africans prisoner before
they were taken to the Americas. Today
the forts are museums where visitors can
walk though the dark and musty dungeons
and reﬂect on the hideous past. We visit
these forts as a way to come full circle, to
connect with the spirit of ancestors who
had their lives and freedom stolen in these
castle walls. The emotional toil is obvious
Kimberley is a Syracuse Africa Bound Program
Assistant Coordinator. She traveled to Ghana
this past August as a chaperone and hopes
to return to Ghana with the program.
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as the youth realize they can only bear to
visit one of the two castles.
The highlight of the trip is our visit to
the village of Worawora, a small town in
the Volta Region, north of Accra. This is
the town that Koﬁ Addai calls home. We
have come to see the community library that
Koﬁ helped create just a year ago as part of
a project through Le Moyne College. The
library exists today with ﬁnancial support
from the Central New York community.
We are invited to meet the village chiefs,
all of the secondary school students and
teachers, the staff of the local hospital and
the board of the library. We also meet many
of the children and adults who are frequent
visitors to the library. Here, we witness the
desire to learn and the value for education that is held in this village. In Ghana,
public schools are not free; access is only
available to those who can afford the fees.
The US youth observe an appreciation for
education that is not shared at home. They
feel education is often taken for granted
by young people in the US.

Abruni
The two-week trip is much more than a
tropical vacation. The experience is huge
in its ability to alter one’s worldview. It is
a chance to learn what it means to be a US
citizen, African, and African-American.
While the African-American youth are in
a place for the ﬁrst time where their skin
tone is not the minority, it is apparent to
everyone else that they are clearly Westerners. The word, ‘abruni’ meaning ‘white
person’ is not reserved only for those with
complexions as pale as my own. It is used to
describe any Westerner regardless of race.
The youth are constantly challenged with
new experiences and frequently asked to
step outside their comfort zones. The youth
in this program gain a better understanding
of US inﬂuence on the world, everything
from popular music to economics. They
dismiss the stereotypes of Africans they have
learned at school while forming crushes on
the young Ghanaians they meet. Moreover,
they realize that poverty is not a personal
choice as they meet smiling children in a
crowded orphanage.
When they return to the US they tell
their stories to friends and family. They are
also called on to speak to the community.
One youth from our trip recently spoke

Amanda Pruitt of Syracuse gets her hair braided
by a young woman in Worawora. They met in
the courtyard of the house where we stayed.
Photo: Kimberley McCoy

to a classroom at Ed Smith Elementary
School about her impressions of Africa.
In order for US youth to have compassion
and care about the global community they
must look beyond the images and views
handed to them through our ﬁltered media;
they must see it for their own eyes.
This July ﬁve Syracuse youth plan
to visit Ghana with the Syracuse Africa
Bound Program. Please help them raise
needed funds with your enthusiastic participation at the Cheap Art Action (see
box for details).

Cheap Art Auction
March 24, 2006

Viewing at 6:30, auction at 7:00
Westcott Community Center
Featuring Rae Kramer as auctioneer

Donate Art beginning at 5pm on March
24th or call Kim at 422-4924 for other
arrangements.

Art Making Party
during Radical Craft Night

at highly AToMiC Vintage Clothing
527 Charles Ave./Geddes Plaza
488-1505 www.highlyAtomic.com
Thursday, March 16 7-9 PM
Some supplies provided.
Bring ideas and materials for your
cheap art creation and we’ll provide
some radical guidance and inspiration.

White Brain/Left Brain:
White Anti-Racism & Solidarity
Candace Saunders

and any sympathetic pink-lobed ear, “But if
I’ll never get rid of my white privilege, how
can I ever be anti-racist? Oh bother…”
Guilt is a symptom of stagnation—white
people feel guilty because we know we
are the problem, but aren’t doing anything
about it. Or, more likely, we just don’t
know what to do. Dismantling racism is
work—and not just the self-reﬂective,
self-improvement kind of work. The long
process that follows acknowledgement is
what truly makes the anti-racist. It is the
action behind the rhetoric of solidarity
and justice that alleviates the guilt and
changes the world.

I recently attended this winter’s National
Conference on Organized Resistance
(NCOR), February 3-5 at American University in Washington, DC. NCOR attracts primarily young, white activists for a weekend
of workshops ranging from revolutionary
parenting to “Radical Perspective on Class
and Ecology.” At the time Syracuse youth
organizers Thor Ritz, Quay Winﬁeld, and
I were preparing to facilitate an anti-racist
training at the Westcott Community Center,
so I attended an NCOR (potty)training
called “Racism and White Privilege in the
Radical Community.”
Unfortunately, after a somewhat promising start, the workshop lapsed into a white
guilt therapy session where the white folks
in the room listed their white privileges, felt
bad about them, and ignored at least three
suggestions from folks of color to turn the
discussion towards solutions. I walked
away thinking that perhaps the worst
white privilege for radical white folks like
myself is to ignore serious discussions
of anti-racist strategizing. Many of us
instead choose to superﬁcially acknowledge our racism, then return to activism
as usual. The experience re-solidiﬁed my
reasons for wanting to lead a workshop. As
I wrote recently in Threshold, the Student
Environmental Action Coalition’s national
magazine: “We can’t afford anymore inef- Designed for WRWG by James P. Anderson. (ccadp.
org/jamesanderson.htm) – an unjustly-convicted
fectual privilege discussions.”
artist and activist on California’s death row.

Talking in Circles

Get to Work!

It’s all too easy for white activists to get
caught up in deﬁning racism and listing
privileges – focusing on what’s wrong
without mulling over what to do about it.
I’ve left at least two anti-racism trainings
seeing my fellow whites with their heads
hung like guilty Eyeores, asking themselves

In the fall of 2005, Thor (a white guy) and
I met the Syracuse Peace Council’s call for
program proposals with a plan for the White
Racism Working Group (WRWG), which
seeks to combine education and agitation
in a study-for-action group. Then, together
with Quay, a woman of color who helped
organize a previous SPC white privilege
training, we planned the February 2006
SPC monthly program. It was a kick off
for the WRWG and a grand re-opening of
dialogue on racism within the Syracuse
left. We agreed to create a small task
force that will emphasize accountability
and solidarity organizing in the hope of
changing the way white organizations and
organizations of color interact (or don’t)

Candace is an emerging student/youth organizer and aspiring ally. She is a member of
the Student Environmental Action Coalition
(SEAC) working with other young people to
transform classic student environmentalism
into a truly radical environmental and social
justice movement. Oh, and she interns at the
Peace Council.

in our local community.
White anti-racism should be strategic
and must understand that our personal
struggles are tangled in a network of institutions beneﬁting from and perpetuating
oppression. More importantly, white antiracism seeks to change these institutions
through anti-racist consciousness-raising
and solidarity organizing.
I wish I could make a quick and dirty
guide to anti-racist solidarity work—but I
can’t. I’m only just learning myself. I know
it involves a lot of patience, even more
humility, and enough passion to overcome
the fear of screwing up.
For me, it’s been a process catalyzed by
activists of color (thank you) and continued
through self-education. Now it’s moving
towards building anti-racist consciousness
within my sphere of inﬂuence and forming
authentic relationships with activists of
color. This doesn’t mean tokenizing people
of color by inviting them to join our steering
committees. It means approaching people
of color humbly and expressing our wishes
to get to know each other better because
we believe building common unity—community—is the only way we will defeat
capitalism and oppression.
You can start by sending a heartfelt letter
to an organization led by people of color
extending your support and recognizing the
historic racism that has prevented you from
working together in the past. Or, heck, do
it in person. Be wary of your words, but
don’t let the fear of fumbling prevent you
from acting. We will make mistakes. But
we’ll learn from them, won’t we? I know
I already have.
Be prepared to share resources pooled
from the pockets of a privileged white constituency. Get ready to drastically change
the way you organize events, rallies, and
campaigns. Thinking of getting yourself
arrested? Don’t forget that people of color
stand to risk much more than a ﬁne and a
night in the slammer.
And remember, when in doubt, shut
up and listen!
The White Racism Working Group will
meet on March 5 and 19 from 4-6 pm at
the Women’s Information Center, 601 Allen
St., Syracuse. Contact Candace, 472-5478,
candace@peacecouncil.net.
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First Unitarian Universalist
Society of Syracuse


109 Waring Road, Syracuse, NY, 13224
(315) 446-5940, firstuu@twcny.rr.com

Fair World
Marketplace
Unique, fairly traded hand-made gifts
from around the world
Gifts for



any
occasion
Celebrate
The Rich Diversity of Life
Work for
Peace, Liberty & Justice for All

4471 E. Genesee, DeWitt
446-0326
www.FairWorldMarketplace.com






Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are
Invest your money in companies building the
kind of future you value. You have the option of
choosing companies that demonstrate corporate
responsibility.

Hansen’s Financial Services

The
Sagacious
Investor

TM

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066
315-637-5153
800-318-9780
Email: sue@hansensﬁnancial.com
Web: hansensﬁnancial.com

Susan S. Hansen

CFP,CLU

where kids love to learn

1103 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 475-6453
www.newschool-syr.org

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program
“The New School is small enough to provide personal
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning
activities. It’s great to have young and old children
interacting and learning from each other in this unique
school that both challenges and comforts.”
-Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi
Now Accepting Applications For Fall
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Finding Strength in Unity:

The Greater Syracuse Progressive Coalition
Born just after the 2004 election, the
Greater Syracuse Progressive Coalition
has slowly, but steadily created the foundation for a stronger progressive movement
in our community. Initiated by the Peace
Council and the CNY Labor Federation,
additional coalition member groups currently include the Center for Community
Alternatives, CNY NOW, Caribbean Latin
American Coalition, Mental Patients Liberation Alliance, Partnership for Onondaga
Creek, Peace Action, Planned Parenthood
of the Rochester/Syracuse Region, SEIU
200United, Student Environmental Action
Coalition-SU/ESF, Syracuse/Onondaga
County Human Rights Commission, Syracuse Cultural Workers, Syracuse Greens and
Syracuse United Neighbors. Over a dozen
other organizations have been involved
without formally afﬁliating.
The coalition meets the last Monday of
every month at 5:30 pm at the CNY Labor
Federation, 404 Oak St., Syracuse to “share
information across these groups and to collaborate on issues of local, state, national
and global consequence.” After months
of work to create a mission statement and

reach out to all sectors of the progressive
community, the coalition has now taken on
its ﬁrst project: advocating for transparent,
equitable and veriﬁable voting machines
in Onondaga County.
Voting is a precious right that most US
citizens can exercise, though sadly many
do not. With all its ﬂaws and inequities,
the electoral process remains an important
arena for ordinary citizens to maintain and
extend our rights.
The debacle of the 2000 Florida presidential election raised awareness about the
importance of counting every vote. With
growing concerns about how the 2000
Help America Vote Act (HAVA) is to be
implemented, several groups in New York
State have taken a clear position on the type
of voting system best suited to ensure that
each person’s vote counts.
New York State is currently “out of
compliance” with HAVA and has passed
responsibility for implementation to each
individual County. Implementation should
be completed by the 2006 election primary
in September, which implies that local election ofﬁcials must choose voting machine

Graphic: Sonia Jimenez

technology soon, unless NY receives a
waiver allowing a year extension.
In Onondaga County, the League of
Women Voters and the Sierra Club have
been working diligently on this issue. The
Progressive Coalition has begun working
with them to ensure the best possible system is in place in Onondaga County. Stay
tuned as plans evolve!
Coalition meetings are open to all
who supports the mission statement. Next
meeting is Monday, March 27 at 5:30 pm
at the CNY Labor Federation, 404 Oak St.
Learn more about the coalition at www.
peacecouncil.net/coalition or contact Andy,
472-5478, andy@peacecouncil.net or Mark,
422-3363 x11, mark@cnylabor.org.
-Betty DeFazio and Andy Mager

Hot Tar Roofing
Martin Walls
Roofers gathered around a butane furnace at dawn.
It is cold. Rained all night. One holds steaming Styrofoam coffee, one stirs
The thick muck with a chestnut roaster tied to a broom handle that’s pitch-black
& dripping with wretched snot,
Hauls up blasted-to-bits-skull-shaped nuggets of bitumen & dumps them on
a stained tarpaulin
While another adjusts the hose that’s flung to the flat roof of the new school on
which other men stand ready with coagulated mops.
See them through blue smoke in a blue light & a stench as if they’ve tapped a
vent to hell.
Their orange jackets, their work jeans, leather gloves, & rubber boots spattered as
if they had walked through hell to get here.

If you’ve been moved by this
unjust war to write a poem, please
consider submitting by email to
thorleyp1@yahoo.com, or mail
to SPC. Work on themes of war,
the war economy, oppression and
political injustice, and/or which
celebrates more positive hopes and
visions, will be considered.

The sons of these men are fighting for this oil in a foreign land.
Bring them home so they can study in this school. Better yet, so they can build it.
Their fathers are too old for this, stirring the sticky pot with slow strokes,
coughing & spitting, belching fearfully.
Tell their sons to come home. We’ll melt down their bullets & line the roof in
lead.

Martin, of Solvay, NY, is a Witter Bynner
Poetry Fellow of the Library of Congress.
His second collection of poems—
Commonwealth—is available from March
Street Press.
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100%
of the co-op’s
electricity is green

618 Kensington Rd
off Westcott Street
Between Euclid & Broad
Open 7 days
9 to 9

472.1385
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“No Más, No More” – Frank Woolever
Elisha Peck
On the 20th of November, Frank Woolever,
72, spent the night in jail for trespassing
at Ft. Benning, Georgia.
Frank, a parishioner of St. Andrew’s
Catholic Church (124 Alden St., Syracuse) was protesting the School of the
Americas (SOA) which is now called the
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security
Cooperation (WHINSEC). Over the past
ten years, 11 other people from Syracuse
have been arrested for performing similar
civil disobedience actions.
“It was done as a symbolic gesture of
protest to focus on the death and violence,”
said Frank.
Every year since 1989, on the third
weekend in November, people from all
over the country gather to protest the
SOA. This year, I was among the 19,000
people who gathered outside the gates of
Ft. Benning for a funeral procession to
honor those who have died at the hands
of SOA graduates. During my trip with
other LeMoyne College and Jesuit students, we also toured WHINSEC itself.
According to the ofﬁcers we met there,
the student projection for 2006 includes
256 from Colombia, 94 from Honduras
and 66 from Peru. It is not surprising that
these are also the countries that have the
most violence perpetrated by graduates
from WHINSEC.
Frank ﬁrst became interested in closing the SOA when the founder of SOA
Watch, Father Roy Bourgeois, came to
Syracuse for a presentation. His interest
deepened when he traveled to Nicaragua
in the 1980s. “I saw what they did to the
people in Nicaragua. I’ve been down ﬁve
times to that community. In the ’80s I saw
the terrible things that were going on from
the Contra war.”
Frank is a dedicated activist in the
Syracuse community and has been arrested
for nonviolent action in the past. “I’ve been
arrested at least a couple of times—arrested
at Romulus, arrested at Grifﬁss airforce
base, where we used to go down four times
a year protesting. And ﬁve years ago, I was
arrested and given a ‘ban and bar’ letter at
the SOA,” explained Frank. The ban and
bar letter stated that he could not enter Ft.
Elisha is a LeMoyne student in the midst of her
second semester of internship with SPC.

Benning for ﬁve years
without being subject
to prosecution.
He explained why
2006 was the year to
ﬁnally cross the line
again. “The reason I
couldn’t go before is
because I was the director at L’Arche, I
had a responsibility to
a greater community.”
The L’Arche program
brings together people
with developmental
disabilities and some Frank (far right) and Meme Woolever with SOA Watch founder Roy
without to live together Bourgeois outside Fort Benning, GA.
in faith-based communities. After a year of
preparations, retiring from L’Arche, and the ing numbers of soldiers from Colombia,
expiration of the ban and bar letter, Frank El Salvador, Honduras, and Peru. Violence
was ready for action again. He explained led by WHINSEC graduates also continues,
that his commitment, “springs from the which, according to Frank, means that
work of Martin Luther King Jr., Gandhi, “Today we are seen as hypocrites who
and indirectly from Jesus.”
boast of our democratic values, but act
Frank further explained why the US is in violence.”
training Latin American soldiers on US soil
Frank works with several local peace and
and sending them back to their countries, social justice organizations, such as Time of
where they often commit acts of violence Jubilee, Jericho Project, Syracuse Housing
against innocent civilians.
Authority, Onondaga Pastoral Counseling
“The reason that we do it, is to provide Center, Pax Christi, St. Andrew’s Parish and
our support for the countries down there the Syracuse Peace Council. In January, he
that will allow the US business to ﬂourish to was sentenced to three months in prison for
help control a population that will espouse his nonviolent action at WHINSEC. Famthings that we don’t want. We don’t really ily and friends gathered to honor Frank on
want to help countries that are socialist or February 26 as he prepared to begin serving
countries that want to help the poor.”
his sentence in March.
Despite efforts to close it, the SOA
Thank you Frank Woolever for your
remains open in the US, training increas- continued leadership and dedication!

PEACE ACTION OF CNY
OFFERS YOUNG PEACEMAKERS AWARD
Peace Action of Central New York is seeking high school seniors in Onondaga
County who have shown a devotion and commitment to peace, justice, and conﬂict
resolution. Applications are now available for a $500 Young Peacemakers Award
to be given in June to a student who has engaged in activities – in school, place
of worship, or community – which demonstrate his or her passion to work on the
underlying causes of war, violence, and injustice.
Peace Action of CNY, part of the largest peace organization in the country,
began locally as the Nuclear Weapons Freeze in the early 1980s. It has presented
awards to local peace activists for many years, but now for the ﬁfth year is offering
an award exclusively for high school students. Peace Action hopes the award will
encourage young people to become more aware of the issues of peace and justice
in our communities, in our country, and in the world.
To obtain an application, call the Peace Action ofﬁce at 478-7442 or visit: www.
peaceactioncny.org. The application deadline is March 17, 2006.

March 2006 Peace Newsletter 15

7
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. S. Salina and E. Colvin
Sts. (Southside) 472-5478.

A Muslim Woman Speaks:
EVERY OTHER TUES: Partnership
Current Issues and Misconceptions, 3pm, Westcott Community Military Alternatives Education for Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6
7
pm,
2013
E.
Project
Meeting.
pm. For place call Aggie 478-4571.
Center, 478-8634, $10 per person;
Student (with ID) and WTB member Genesee St., 472-5478.
tickets $5.
Patriarchy, Police, and PunishVisionary Women:The Haudement, Colgate University Peace &
nosaunee and the U.S. WomConﬂict
Studies,
4:30
pm,
105
LawEVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60
en’s Rights Movement. Jeanne
rence Hall, Colgate University.
Minutes. Time Warner Cable
Shenandoah and Sally Roesch
Channel 98. 8pm. Produced
Wagner. 7pm. Syracuse Stage.
by SPC. Tape it, share it!
See page 7. 472-5478. Free.

12

CNY SOA Abolitionists and Caribbean Latin America Coalition
Joint Monthly Potluck Meeting. 4-7
pm. Brady Faith Center, 404 South
Ave. 478-4571.

13
Cost of War Demonstration,
Noon, Federal Building, Syracuse, SPC, 472-5478.

14
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Rt. 257 and Rt. 173,
Manlius. 472-5478.
Syracuse United Neighbors/
Southside Coalition Meeting. 7pm.
Payton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave.

SPC Study Group on the US
Syracuse Cooperative Federal
Global Agenda. 7-8:30pm, Friends
Credit Union Annual Meeting,
Meeting House, 821 Euclid Ave.
3-5pm, Westcott Community
Carol 472-5478.
Center, 471-1116. Remember to
vote for SPC in your "Common Cayuga County Community Wide
Cents" ballot!
Dialogue Film Showing: “Crash”,
Rory O’Shea Was Here, 7pm, The 7pm, Auburn Public Theater, 108
Redhouse, 201 South West Street, W. Genesee St., Auburn, 253-5086
$7, www.theredhouse.org or 253-2547.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live.
Television by, for & about teens. 8
pm. Time Warner Cable Channel
98. 478-UNIT.

19

21

Paul Robeson Performing Arts
Company, 3pm, Storer Aud,
OCC, 498-2787 or www.suny
occ.edu

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass: St. Andrew’s Ch.,
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.

20

3rd Anniversary of the Iraq
War. Anti- War Demonstration,
Details TBA, SPC, 472-5478.

“After Destiny-NowWhat: Socialist Perspectives on Economic
Development,” 2-4pm, Westcott
Community Center (826 Euclid
Ave), 475-2395.

Syracuse United Neighbors, Westside Coalition, 7pm, Brown Memorial,
228 Davis St.

27

15

22

Greater Syracuse Progressive
Coalition Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY
Labor Fed., 404 Oak St. Andy
472-5478.
SPC Study Group on the US
Global Agenda. 7-8:30pm, Friends
Meeting House, 821 Euclid Ave.
Carol 472-5478.

16

23
SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM
Results of a Survey on Civilian
Deaths in Iraq: A Story of Media
Spin, Westcott Community
Center, 826 Euclid Ave, 7pm,
See p. 3 for more. FREE. Carol,
472-5478.

Informal Discussion with folks
from the Onondaga Nation, 7:009:00pm, Matilda Joslyn Gage Home,
210 East Genesee St., Fayetteville.
RSVP Needed to 637-9511 or gag
efoundation@earthlink.net

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Adams St. and Rt. 81
(Downtown) 472-5478.

9 10

Reel World: Documentaries with a CNY Alliance for Retired AmeriDifference: “What I Want My Words cans. 10-noon, PEF/STA, 909 Butto Do to You”, 2pm & 7pm, Storer ternut St. glotierz@twcny.rr.com.
Aud., OCC, 498-2787 or www.
sunyocc.edu

EVERY THURS: Womens' Voices
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8pm.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924
Burnet Ave. 472-5478.

30
Monthly Vigil Against Death
Penalty: Noon. Columbus Circle.
Bill Cuddy 474-7437.

Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt Din- PNL Mailing Party, 4-6:30pm,
ner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish SPC, 924 Burnet Ave, 472-5478.
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends
Felix Muruchi Poma, Bolivian
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.
Indigenous Labor Leader, 4pm, 341
EVERY WED: Open Figure
Eggers Hall, SU.
Draw ing Inc. 7-10pm. Westcott
PFLAG Monthly Mtg. 1st UU Ch. Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Hotel Rwanda: A Lesson Yet to
250 Waring Road 7:30pm.
Fee. 478-8634.
be Learned, Colgate University, The
Chapel, 8pm, Colgate University
Progressive Student Network.

Wilma Mankiller: “Context is
Everything: The Role of History
and Culture in Rebuilding Tribal
Nations.” 7:30pm. Hendricks Chapel, SU. Free.

11

The Secret of the Puppet’s Book,
11am, Open Hand Theatre, 518
Prospect Ave, $6 children, $9
adults 472-0466.
Full Frontal Folk, 8pm, Westcott
Community Center, 826 Euclid
Avenue, $12, 478-8634 or www.
fullfrontalfolk.com

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
10 pm.Time Warner Ch. 98. People
for Animal Rights.

17

24

18

Aesop’s Fables, 11am, Open
Hand Theatre, 518 Prospect Ave,
$6 children, $9 adults. 472-0466.
Paul Robeson Performing Arts
Company, 8pm, Storer Aud,
OCC, 498-2787 or www.suny
occ.edu

To list your group’s event
or meeting, call 472-5478
or send the info to SPC at
pnl@peacecouncil.net

25

Cheap Art Auction, 7 pm, Art Pax Christi Meeting, 9:30am at
drop off 5:30pm, Viewing 6:30 Slocum House. Frank Woolever
pm, Westcott Community Center, 446-1693.
422-4924. See page 10.
EVERY FRI & SAT: “God’s Trombones”, Paul Robeson Performing
Arts Company, 7pm. S. Presbyterian Church, $15 advance, $18
door, 442-2727.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Westcott Community Center, 826
Euclid Ave. 6-8pm. Steve, 4788634. Free.

29

SAT

EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner
Cable Channel 98, 9-11am.

Syracuse United Neighbors/ Skunk CNY Labor-Religion Coalition CNY Labor-Religion CoalitionCity Meeting. Mundy Library, 1204 S. Vigil, Columbus Circle, Syracuse. Closing of the Fast, light lunch &
reﬂections, UAW, Local 624 Union
Geddes St. 6:30pm.
431-4040.
Hall, 714 W. Manlius St., E. Syr., 12
March 15 – 17: CNY Labor-Religion
Noon, 431-4040.
Coalition 40 hour fast. Opening
Program & Prayers Service, Greater
Paul Robeson Performing Arts
REMEMBER:
New Testament Missionary Baptist
Online calendars are
Company, 8pm, Storer Aud,
Church, 1121 S. Salina St., 7:30pm.
at www.peacecouncil.
OCC, 498-2787 or www.suny
431-4040.
net, including a commuocc.edu
nity calendar that allows
you to enter events.
EVERY WED: SPC Worknight
til 8pm. Di verse tasks. 924
Bur net Ave. Jess 472-5478,
jessica@peacecouncil.net.

EVERY OTHER TUES: Partnership
for Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6
pm. For place call Aggie 478-4571.

28

9

FRI

Project Learning Tree Workshop,
5:30-8:30 pm., SUNY ESF, 1 For- Artist Reception: Women Artists
estry Dr., Syracuse. $1www.esf. Invitational Art Show, 3:30-7
pm, The Gallery at the Ann Felton
edu/org/saf/
Multicultural Center, OCC, 498-2787
or www.sunyocc.edu
Colombia to Venezuela: Making
Another World Possible, 7pm,
SPC Steering Comm Mtg. 7-9pm.
Westcott Community Center, 472SPC Ofﬁce, 924 Burnet Ave. 4725478. See page 8. Free.
5478. Open to SPC supporters.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Teall Ave. and Rt. 690
(Eastside) 472-5478.

International Fundraising Dinner, Women Transcending Boundaries, 5-8pm, Manlius Pebble Hill Voting Machine Testing; 1:30
School (Dewitt), $15, 652-5676, – 3:30pm; Onondaga County CourtRSVP: March 10.
house, Room 407. See page 13.

26

8

Quarysh Ali Lansana Poetry Reading: A Tribute to Harriet Tubman,
11am, Storer Aud., OCC, 498-2787
or www.sunyocc.edu

THURS

31

1

SPC BOWL-A-THON. 12:305pm. Bowl Mor Lanes, East
Syracuse.Two shifts: 12:30 and
3pm. $15 for adults and $10 for
children 12 and under. This is
a major fundraiser for SPC,
472-5478, www.peacecouncil.
net/bowl
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Cost of War Demonstration,
Noon, Federal Building, Syracuse, SPC, 472-5478.

WED

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

6

TUES

924 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

5

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics &
Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s Church,
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

