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Yep, that’s right, half of our federal budget supports 
the bloated war machine – almost 20% of that 50%, or 
$353 billion dollars, just to pay off past military debt. 
Military spending for 2007 (not including payments on 
military debt) is budgeted for $563 billion. This doesn’t 
take into account supplemental appropriations that Bush 
is expected to request to fund the ongoing occupation 
of Iraq and Afghanistan – estimated at an additional 
$100 billion. 

Only one third of our federal budget funds human 

services, education, healthcare, housing, social security 
and other social needs. No wonder our local communities 
are experiencing such drastic cuts to much needed commu-
nity programs (see SPC pages inside for an update on our 
campaign to make connections between the cost of the war 
and budget cuts in Syracuse and Onondaga County).

If you are interested in learning more about how your 
income tax dollars are spent, or how you can become 
a war tax resister (without implicating your fish), visit
www.warresisters.org or contact the Peace Council. 

Guns Butter

 Ya Know, your taxes
will support the bombing
of Palestine and Iraq,
Plan Colombia, the School
of the Americas...

Aw, c’mon – it’s such a
small price to pay for
your freedoms. Besides,
only half the money goes
into the War Machine!

 Geez, what a
drag. Maybe I can
claim my fish
 as dependents.
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SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203

(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm
                              Wed. til 8 pm

Staff email addresses:
Carol Baum <carol@peacecouncil.net>

Andy Mager – andy@peacecouncil.net
Jessica Maxwell <jessica@peacecouncil.net>
Candace Saunders – candace@peacecouncil.net

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

US Policy on Iran: 
Manufacturing a Threat
A presentation by three Albany activ-
ists who recently traveled to Iran and 
Syria as part of an international peace 
delegation and SU political science 
professor Mehrzad Boroujerdi. 

Wednesday, April 12
7-8:30 pm

University United Methodist Church
(corner E. Genesee St. & University Ave, 

entrance on University)
SPC apologizes for the conflict with Passover, 
but could not reschedule. Videotapes of the 
program will be available for those who can't 

attend. Call us, 472-5478.
Followed by refreshments & discussion.

FREE

“No More War” 
About 80 people came out on March 19 for 
an inspiring rally against the US war on Iraq. 
The following day, almost 100 gathered at 
the Syracuse Federal Building to take action 
with the message “Year 4: No More War.” 
Participants hung a large banner, photos of 
Iraqi children, and paper “dog tags” bear-
ing the names of dead US soldiers on the 
sculpture in the Federal Building plaza. 
The crowd then marched through  Armory 
Square, drumming, chanting and encouraging 
passersby to join in. The march culminated 
at a military recruitment office where nine
participants engaged in direct action. They 
entered the office to challenge misleading
military recruitment materials and practices. 
Military officers immediately called the po-
lice. All nine were arrested after refusing to 
leave. They were arraigned March 28. 

Local Cost of the War
As part of its commitment to act locally 
while thinking globally, SPC is bringing the 
war home by looking at the human cost of 
the war to the Syracuse community – how 
lives are harmed by the defunding of crucial 

services in order to pay for war.
The committee began with research, 

and is now moving into action. Come Tax 
Day, we will begin distributing “Truth 
Sheets.” Each sheet will highlight a differ-
ent local program compromised by the war 
budget. We need people to help create and 
distribute the “Truth Sheets,” and work in 
other creative ways to wake Central New 
Yorkers up to what is happening. To help, 
contact Jessica or Carol.  

April 29                        
 Mass Mobilization in NYC

After numerous phone calls to bus compa-
nies and regional peace groups, SPC has 
been unable to secure any charter busses to 
NYC on Saturday, April 29. But we can’t let 
that stop us from joining tens of thousands 
marching for an end to the US occupation. 
SPC will organize carpools, mostly  leaving 
at 5 am and returning by midnight. Some 
folks may want to leave Friday or return 
Sunday. We’re happy to help link folks up 
in any case. Contact Aimee Jurista, 655-
2804, ajurista@ravenglass.com, if you can 
drive or would like a ride. 

Bush Not Welcome             
in Canadaigua 

On Tuesday, March 14, George W. Bush 
visited Canandaigua, NY, to promote his 
Medicare  policy. Coordinated by SPC 
and the Syracuse Cultural Workers, two 
carloads of activists drove from Syracuse 
to join the protest. Despite the frigid cold 
and blustery wind, over 100 people gath-
ered at the intersection of Routes 5, 20 and 
332 for the evening rush hour. Along with 
bundled-up children, people drumming, 
and many, many signs, a former Marine 
in a wheelchair, flying a full-sized Marine
flag, joined us in protest. I got to be the
letter “A” in a row of folks spelling out 
“I-M-P-E-A-C-H.” 

When I stand and protest, I see how 

On March 20, people came out of downtown Syracuse shops and restaurants 
to watch the peace march of almost 100 people chant “Year 4, Stop the War.”  
Photo: Carol Baum
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Weekly Peace Outreach
Be a visible part of the growing op-
position to the war on Iraq. With the 
increasing daylight, we return to 
Tuesdays at 4:45-5:30 pm.
• April 4 Rt. 57 and Vine St., 

Village of Liverpool 
• April 11 Rt. 695 exit ramp to 

W. Genesee St. (Fairmount)
• April 18 Seneca Tpk. and S. 

Salina St. (Valley)
• April 25 James St. and 

Thompson Rd. (Northside)
• May 2 Geddes St. and W. 

Genesee St. (Westside) 

SPC / continued from previous page

polarized much of the public is, and wonder 
how we can help the finger-flippers realize
how much we all have in common. We as 
protesters are doing what we feel is best 
for our nation, and each other. And it’s 
that last part – each other – that can be the 
unifying, all-important part. We want decent 
healthcare for all. We want the money spent 
to kill people just like us on the other side 
of the world to stay at home, and be used 
to improve our schools and cities, and to 
help the poor. When I can figure out how
to fit all that on a sign, I’ll carry it to my
next protest.

- Kimberly Rejman

Walkin’ to New Orleans
SPC helped local vet Dave Lester get to 
Mobile, Alabama to join Iraq Veterans 
Against the War (IVAW) and Katrina sur-
vivors on a 140 mile, week-long march to 
New Orleans. Participants arrived in New 
Orleans on March 19 – the anniversary of the 
US invasion of Iraq. Their message: “Peace 
in Iraq and Justice on the Gulf Coast.” Ac-
cording to Dave, the march was not only 
an opportunity to reach out to communities 
along the route, but allowed veterans to 
share their experiences and organize plans 
for future actions. Dave returned to CNY 
with a renewed commitment to reach out 
to other vets and potential military recruits. 
If you’re interested in connecting with the 
CNY chapter of IVAW, you can contact 
Dave through the SPC office.

Onondaga Speaker Series 
Draws Hundreds

Large crowds turned out on February 27 
and March 7 for the first two programs in
the year-long educational series “Onondaga 
Land Rights and Our Common Future.” 
At the opening program Tadadaho Sid 
Hill and Clan Mother Audrey Shenandoah 
stressed the central role that spirituality 
plays in the lives of the Onondaga people. 
They outlined the centuries-long struggle 
to maintain their culture and land base, 
describing their Land Rights Action as 
only the most recent initiative. 

Jeanne Shenandoah and Sally Roesch 
Wagner shared the stage for the second 
program, engaging in an informal conversa-
tion about the real-life example of equality 
that European women found among their 
Haudenosaunee neighbors in the 1800s.

Two excellent programs are scheduled 

for April: “The Onondaga Nation Encoun-
ters European Settlers,” with Robert W. 
Venables and Chief Irving Powless, Jr. 
on Tuesday, April 11 and “‘Discovering’ 
the US: Haudenosaunee Influences on
US Culture and Democracy” with John 
Mohawk the following Tuesday, April 18. 
Both programs begin at 7 pm at Syracuse 
Stage, 820 E. Genesee St. and are free.

(Re)cycling for             
Mother Earth

SPC’s Bikes 4 Peace program will coordinate 
bike repair and maintenance stations at the 
April 29 Earth Day celebration to be held 
in Lexington Park. A coalition of student 
and community organizations is planning 
the annual environmental celebration. Bikes 
4 Peace promotes environmental sustain-
ability and youth empowerment through 
free summer bike clinics and trainings for 
city youth and volunteers. Interested in 
helping? Contact Jessica.

Activist Appreciation:   
Andy Molloy

When computers at the office make us
want to scream, we contact our personal 
help desk, Andy Molloy. Among his many 
gifts to the Peace Council, Andy is our 
primary computer support person – he 

solves problems, locates new equipment, 
upgrades software, suggests ways to work 
more effectively, teaches us how to solve 
problems ourselves, and most recently set 
up a true server for the office.

Andy worked on staff at SPC from 
1989 to 1992 and has been active ever 
since. In addition to tech support, he served 
on the initial Steering Committee after 
the revitalization in 2002, and has been 
a mainstay of the Plowshares Commit-
tee for many years. He brings efficiency,
good-humor, responsibility and kindness 
to everything he does.

Andy is one of those people who is 
simply irreplaceable.

Tadadaho Sid Hill and Clan Mother Audrey 
Shenandoah spoke quietly, yet powerfully, at 
the first program in the series Onondaga Land 
Rights and Our Common Future. Next up: 
Chief Irving Powless, Jr. and Robert W. Venables 
on early Onondaga encounters with European 
settlers – Tuesday, April 11, 7 pm at Syracuse 
Stage. Photo: Paul Pearce

Andy greets a new friend at the 2003 
Plowshares Craftsfair. Photo: Paul Pearce

continued on page 10
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Food Security in Iraq
Compiled by Jessica Maxwell

As many of us begin to plan and seed our 
gardens here in CNY, our thoughts turn to 
the Iraqi people. What has the US occupa-
tion done to Iraq’s food system?

Food: US Weapon of     
Mass Destruction
In October 2005, Jean Ziegler, UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Right to Food, accused 
the US and Britain of withholding food and 
water from Iraqi cities in order to pressure 
civilians into fleeing.Sourceshavedescribed
the practice in accounts from Falluja, Najaf, 
Samarra, and Tal Afar. While some may 
view this as an effective military strategy 
– forcing civilians to evacuate in order to 
engage insurgents – it violates international 
law and basic human rights, and gives the 
Iraqi people one more reason to despise 
occupation forces. 

It  is often not effective. Many civilians 
will not flee – because they are too afraid,
have no where else to go, or are unwilling 
to desert their homes. The most vulnerable 
may be physically unable to leave. At 
the same time, the US military has often 
prevented male civilians of “fighting age”
from leaving (it’s a violation of international 
law to prevent civilians from evacuating), 
accusing them of being insurgents (see 
Dahr Jamail’s articles on Fallujah, www.
dahrjamailiraq.com).

Mandating Malnutrition
According to a 2005 UN report, “Malnutri-
tion rates in [Iraqi] children under five have
almost doubled since the US-led invasion.” 
This fact is absolutely staggering given 
that pre-invasion Iraq suffered under more 
than a decade of devastating sanctions 
that led to the premature death of 500,000 
children. Add the economic policies of the 
International Monetary Fund to the US 

military occupation 
and a truly desperate 
scenario unfolds. 

In 2004, the 
IMF loaned Iraq 
$436 million. As part 
of the loan package, 
they pressured the 
Iraqi government to 
slash the fuel and 
food subsidies that 
comprise approxi-
mately one third of 
Iraq’s budget. An 
estimated 60 percent 
of the Iraqi popula-
tion rely on these food rations. As of 2005, 
the Iraqi government had not complied with 
this or other IMF policy recommendations, 
but the pressure will only increase as the 
new Iraqi government looks for future loans 
to help rebuild its economy.

Project Censored on      
Iraqi Farmers
Project Censored’s top 25 censored stories 
of 2006 lists the US-led Coalition Provi-
sional Authority’s (CPA) impact on Iraqi 
farmers as number eight. War and sanc-
tions have devastated Iraq’s agricultural 
infrastructure and seed stock. Rather than 
use regional resources and techniques to 
replenish traditional seed varieties, the US 
is supporting the use of genetically modi-
fied and patented seed varieties.

Under administrator Paul Bremer, the 
CPA issued 100 orders altering various Iraqi 
laws. “Order 81: Patent, Industrial Design, 
Undisclosed Information, Integrated Circuits 
and Plant Variety Law” allows corporations 
and individuals to patent new varieties of 
seeds – referred to as Plant Variety Protec-
tion (PVP). It is illegal for Iraqi farmers to 
save and replant varieties registered under 
this law. This order overrides Iraq’s 1970 
patent law prohibiting private ownership of 

biological resources. It even allows farmers 
to be fined if they reuse traditional seed that
has been contaminated by PVP seed.

The impact of this law becomes clear 
when we note that: 1) currently 97% of 
Iraqi farmers save their seed or buy seed 
at local markets, and 2) a $107 million 
project coordinated by Texas A&M intends 
to distribute new equipment and PVP pro-
tected seeds to Iraqi farmers. This pyramid 
of food insecurity wouldn’t be complete 
without expensive, environmentally de-
structive chemicals. As part of the Texas 
A&M project, Monsanto, Cargill and Dow 
Chemical will introduce pesticides and 
herbicides for use with the new crops. 

In the long term, this aid will be costly 
for Iraqi farmers who begin planting patented 
seed varieties. Instead of saving seed from 
their harvest, they will have to purchase 
new seed as well as costly chemicals and 
equipment necessary for these new varieties 
to thrive. Iraq’s centuries-old agricultural 
system is being replaced with an unsustain-
able, corporate-dominated system. 

For more information, visit www.grain.
org – a search of their website for articles 
on Iraq will produce a variety of food 
related pieces.

80% 
p://www.defenselink.mil/news/casualty.pdf

“The Real Oil for Food Scam”, www.projectcensored.org

of the oil illegally smuggled out of Iraq 
under “oil for food” ended up in the US

Graphic: Eric Drooker
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Leslie is a Board of Advisors Professor of Law 
at Syracuse University College of Law.

Thinking About Hate Speech
Leslie Bender

In Fall 2005 it came to light that Syracuse 
University’s student-run HillTV broadcast 
a “comedy” program called “Over the Hill” 
that contained horrific “jokes” about such
things as racial lynchings in the quad (with 
pictures), instructions on how to date rape, 
and incredibly vulgar and 
obscene representations 
of women, foreign-born 
students, people with dis-
abilities and more. Chan-
cellor Nancy Cantor took 
immediate affirmative
steps to close down the 
station. She also initiated 
a reorganization to prevent 
this hate speech from ever 
again being broadcast on 
campus-sponsored TV. In 
response many members of 
the SU community began a 
campaign alleging that her 
actions were an abridge-
ment of free speech and 
academic freedom. 

Free Speech 
has Legally and 
Culturally Accepted Limits
Academic freedom and free expression 
do not mean that we must tolerate an aca-
demic environment where any means of 
the university are used to make members of 
our community feel unsafe or unwelcome 
based on hostility, harassment, threat or 
denigration directed to their membership 
in a racialized or gendered group. Hate 
speech is not about intellectual disagree-
ment over ideas, even if one finds certain
intellectual ideas hateful. Hate speech  (1) 
is directed against groups of people based 
on membership in social groups that have 
suffered from status-based inequality and 
(2) enforces itself through violence, fear, 
stigma, and attempts to strip group members 
of dignity and respect. A “no tolerance” 
policy against hate speech promotes, rather 
than undermines, values of free expression, 
liberty, and equality. 

The law already contains many limits 
on free speech and academic freedom (e.g., 
prohibitions against plagiarism, copyright 
and trademark violations, defamation, false 
reporting on income tax forms, misrep-
resentation, sexual harassment, forgery, 
identity theft, child pornography, fighting
words, verbal assaults that lead to imminent 
breaches of peace, telephone stalking, 

perjury, etc.). We take for granted those 
limitations, and therefore do not see them 
as “free speech infringements.” The same 
should be true of hate speech.

Free Speech is Only One of Our 
Most Important Values
While free speech is one of our basic values, 
our society has other values that are equally 
important: equality, justice, participatory 
democracy, inclusion, diversity, human 
dignity, respect, and peace. We have suffered 
a great deal as a nation for our failure to 
prioritize those values. It took a civil war 
and multiple civil rights struggles to teach 
us that liberty for some at the expense of 
liberty for others is not liberty for anyone. 
Liberty without equality is neither liberty 
nor justice, but oppression. Democracy, 
with claims of open participation and 
equality, but where some groups of peoples 
are stigmatized, excluded, silenced by fear 
or bullying, or chased away, is neither 
democracy nor justice, but oppression. No 
one individual or group can have absolute 

liberty in a society. We need to balance the 
values of equality and liberty, including 
liberties of free expression, in ways that 
maximize the experience of both for all 
people, but do not automatically privilege 
one value over the other.

A university campus is an ideal place 
for developing ways to do that successfully. 
All people should be able to go to school 

free of fear and violence. 
Women should not be 
subjected to a rape culture. 
People of color should not 
be subjected to a white 
supremacist culture that 
fills them with fear and
stigmatizes them as inher-
ently lesser. Fear, violence 
and group stigma seriously 
undermine a university’s 
mission to share and build 
education.   

The “More Speech” 
Argument 
Free speech advocates 
on campus argue that the 
cure for hate speech is 
“more speech” or “counter-
speech”, rather than punish-
ing the hate speech itself. 

If it were something that I saw work, I’d 
support it wholeheartedly as the appropriate 
solution. In my years at the university, I 
have never seen “more speech” adequately 
counter hate speech for at least two reasons. 
First, racism, sexism, and homophobia, 
etc., are deep-seated, insidious ideologies 
in our society. They have a long history 
and context. Each individual expression 
of hate of a stigmatized group reinforces 
deep cultural associations that influence
our worldviews, whether we want them 
to or not. Racism is not just the thoughts 
or actions of evil people. It is a system of 
oppression manifested in hundreds of subtle 
and not-so-subtle ways, many of which are 
unconscious or subconscious. The “more 
speech” response treats racist hate speech 
as part of one person’s evil intent or misin-
formed understanding while ignoring the 
historical and institutional context. 

Eliminating racism requires changes 
to the dominant culture – a huge paradigm 

continued on page 8 bottom

Graphic: Barry Deutsch
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continued on next page

Linda is an active United Methodist layperson 
and serves as Peace with Justice co-coordi-
nator, along with her husband, Gary, for the 
North Central NY Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.

Breaking Down Barriers:  Israel/Palestine
Linda Bergh

“Is there anybody out there?” read the graf-
fiti on a section of the 26’high, razor-wire
topped separation barrier that stretches 
along Jerusalem’s border. This concrete 
barrier, proceeding along Jerusalem, around 
three sides of Bethlehem, and winding 
southward, symbolizes the many facets 
of separation and oppression which the 
Israeli government’s Occupation policies 
have created between Israeli Jews and 
Palestinians. 

In January, 11 Central NY United 
Methodists joined 45 United Methodists 
from throughout the US on a journey to 
Israel/Palestine, seeking to listen, see and 
learn about the efforts toward peace with 
justice. Our trip began during the celebration 
of Armenian Christmas (1/18) and extended 
through the Palestinian elections (1/25), 
before our departure on January 27. We 
stayed in Bethlehem in the West Bank.

Separate but Not Equal
Two peoples want and need a homeland 
in Israel/Palestine. Viewing the effects of 
the Occupation and Israeli policies on both 
peoples creates a sense of urgency for a 
just solution. Illegal Jewish settlements 
built on Palestinian land stand on hilltops 
around East Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Dy-
namiting for settlements above the village 
of Wadi Fouqin has caused cracks in the 
local school building, making Palestinian 
villagers concerned about the stability of 
their homes. Sewage systems from the 
extensive hilltop settlement sometimes 
break, polluting the fertile farmlands in 
the valley below. Cutting off of the hilltop 
for more development is causing erosion 
and mudslides.

The separation barrier (in places a tall 
electric fence with security side roads) blocks 
farmers from their land and water sources, 
students from schools, workers from jobs, 
families from relatives – even separating 
parents from children. The separation bar-
rier was planned to go directly through Al 
Quds University, but international activist 

pressure caused Israel to 
change the route slightly. 
Similarly, on the Mount of 
Olives, a Catholic convent 
for Palestinian Christians was 
able to convince the Israeli 
government not to wall them 
off completely from their 
congregation. But for the 
farmers who just want to 
farm, or people who need to 
get to an Israeli hospital, the 
barrier and checkpoints may 
mean a livelihood or not – or 
life or death.

For Palestinians to travel 
anywhere within or outside 
of the West Bank, they must 
go through numerous check-
points. Young Israeli soldiers 
may decide arbitrarily when 
or whether to let them pass. 
Going from Jerusalem into 
Bethlehem, our tour buses 
were usually allowed to pass, 
but near election time we 
were asked to get off the bus 
to go through the terminal, a 
highly technical checkpoint, 
with screened-in runways and 
catwalks for military overhead. 
Several Palestinian men were sitting, wait-
ing to be allowed through. While we made 
our way through, they were told to wait 
outside in the cold wind until it was decided 
if they could pass. They had already been 
waiting for three hours!

In the Name of Security
Home demolitions, with no regard for a 
family’s needs or for centuries-old deeds 
of ownership, happen in the name of 
security. Cave dwellers in the southern 
hills of Hebron have even had their cave 
homes smashed. They are not allowed to 
build homes or re-inhabit their caves, and 
must have a special permit even to live in 
tents on their own land. If land is proven 
uninhabited by way of aerial photographs, 
the Israeli government may claim it.

Over-zealous, illegal settlers in Pal-
estinian lands commit acts of destruction 
to pressure Palestinians to leave. We saw 
fields of olive trees cut down to stumps
by settlers just the previous week. These 
stumps, if they survive, will take years to 

grow and be fruitful again. Palestinian land 
is also confiscatedfor theIsraeli-onlybypass
roads and highways that are inaccessible 
to Palestinians. These roads effectively 
allow Israelis to travel through the land 
without going near Palestinians and ensure 
that Palestinians must take back roads and 
roundabout routes in their travels.

“Breaking the Silence”
Israeli Jews also suffer from the effects 
of the Israeli Occupation of Palestine. 
For Israeli Jewish young people military 
service is compulsory, and duty in the West 
Bank may cause their young minds to be 
haunted by the dehumanizing acts they are 
encouraged or ordered to carry out. They 
may deeply internalize a “we/they” mindset 
and reliance on power and control.

Some of our group heard a member 
of “Breaking the Silence” speak about his 
experience in the Israeli Defense Forces 
serving in the West Bank. One night dur-
ing a house search, he realized that he was 

Stretch of the 26 feet high separation barrier in Jerusalem.   
Photo: Linda Bergh
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Barriers / continued from page 7

Hate Speech / continued from page 6

shift. Even if ‘more speech’ were to “con-
vince” the speaker of the error of his or her 
ways, the ripples of harm and reinforced 
ideology that emanate from that speech act 
affect all members of the community and 
would not be cured. Only with structures 
of power unequivocally rejecting racist and 
sexist ideology, acting definitively against
it, punishing its perpetrators, and exiling it 
from our community can we begin to make 
the necessary ideological shift.

Second, it never seems to be the major-
ity community “more speech” advocates 
who take responsibility for generating the 
“more speech” in the public arena that 
is necessary to change the culture of the 
university to keep out the hate speech that 
we all abhor. Instead, the “more speech” 
response falls heavily on the shoulders of 
the victims of the denigration and disrespect. 
The groups of students and faculty who are 
already struggling against daily assaults of 

hate, disrespect and status inequality are 
revictimized by having to expend their 
already overtaxed time and intellectual 
commitments on organizing and address-
ing this issue of hate speech, which was 
directed against them. 

Those who argue that “more speech” 
is the solution to the harms of hate speech 
have to show us how they have made that 
happen. It is not enough for members of 
majority communities to express their 
offense to their friends or colleagues in 
the halls and dorms. Nor is hate speech 
remedied by mentioning disapproval of it 
in class for a few minutes before returning 
to the “topic of the day.” Most members of 
the majority community who are offended 
by the hate speech think we are absolved 
of responsibility and  guilt-free, because 
we know we despise the speech and would 
never speak that hate.  

At Syracuse University this fall, in 
response to HillTV, most unified groups
of majority community faculty and deans 

holding a gun on an older man, a Pales-
tinian father, who had to ask permission 
to use his own bathroom.  As the soldier 
proceeded to a bedroom and began to 
dump things out of a child’s schoolbag, 
he glanced over and saw the young boy 
looking at him. Suddenly he thought, “I’m 
a monster. I belong to one of the best, most 
moral armed forces in the world, and my 
family thinks of me as a good son, but this 
child sees a monster.” He found “telling 
his story” to be healing for the behavior 
he had engaged in.

Israeli Jews also suffer as the land they 
love is polluted, denuded, and stripped of 
some of its most productive farmlands 
because of zealous encroachment by il-
legal Jewish settlers or preparations for 
the separation barrier. The very steps that 
have been taken to increase security and 
decrease fear have led to an increase in 
fear for Israelis, as the desperation that has 
worsened for many Palestinians sometimes 
breaks out in violence.

Breaking Down the Barriers
There are voices speaking for peace and 
people working for peace in Israel/Palestine. 
One creative Palestinian teacher of English 
at a Christian girls’ school in Bethlehem 
had her students keep diaries. The diary 
entries were during the 2000-2004 years 

of Israel’s invasion and curfew. They were 
published in the book The Wall Cannot Stop 
Our Stories. We also heard the “Parent’s 
Circle Family Forum,” a group of Jews and 
Palestinians who have lost family members 
to violence. Two spoke, one Palestinian, 
one Jew, to share the value of forsaking a 
spirit of revenge and adopting a spirit of 
compassion and understanding.  

In the village of Wadi Fouqin, where 
the anticipated separation barrier will be 
built near the fertile valley, our Palestinian 
Muslim guide told of peaceful negotia-
tions with an Israeli village on the other 
side of the “Green Line” or border. Israeli 
villagers have offered to negotiate with 
the Israeli government to alter the path of 
the separation barrier onto their land to 
prevent destruction of some of the fertile 
valley farmland.

Jeff Halper, who directs “The Israeli 
Committee Against House Demolitions”, 
and members of “Rabbis for Human Rights” 
have stood in front of bulldozers as they 
came to demolish Palestinian homes. In 
Haifa, Professor Ilan Pappe told us that 
he grew up in a typical Jewish home with 
typical Jewish understandings of his his-
tory. It was only when, as a history student, 
he came across original source documents 
referring to 1948 that he had a new sense 
of what had occurred.

Hope for the Future
As our time in Israel/Palestine drew to a 
close, we saw the pre-election enthusiasm 
of posters and a campaign truck with loud-
speakers passing by with joyful supporters 
reminding people to vote. After an orderly 
and democratic election process, we learned 
that Hamas had won a majority – which 
seemed to be a surprise, even to Hamas. 
Their hope appeared to be to work for an 
open and honest government that would 
bring good social services to their people. 
Those who weren’t sure about the result 
adopted a “wait and see, but let’s work with 
them” attitude. The majority of Palestinians 
had voted for change.

Our group left Israel/Palestine with a 
request to “tell the story.” When we asked 
where they placed their hope, people replied, 
“international civil society.”

came out in full force only when Chancellor 
Cantor took a definitive institutional stand
to eliminate the hatred, and then, only to 
protect their vaulted ‘free speech interests’ 
from assault, not to counter the hate speech 
per se. Why didn’t this response occur to 
address the hate speech in the first place?
Majority and nonvictimized communities 
may need to do a lot of self-examining 
to see our complicity in this pattern that 
actually undermines the efficacy of the
“more speech” approach, particularly if 
that is the argument we make against an 
institutional response. 

To get the “more speech” approach 
to really work, “more speech” must 
come immediately, loudly, publicly, and 
strongly in gatherings organized by the 
privileged non-victims of the specific
hate speech. Maybe when passionate and 
public responses to hate speech from the 
nonvictim majority become the norm, we 
can start understanding “more speech” as 
the best solution. 
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Katie works with Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation.

The Story of an Injured Lake
Katie Nadeau

For hundreds of years before European 
intervention, the Onondaga people lived 
on the shores of Onondaga Lake and fished
in its waters. 

Centuries ago, the Peacemaker brought 
the Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, 
and Mohawk Nations together on the shores 
of Onondaga Lake. At the lakeshore, these 
warring nations accepted the message of 
peace, laid down their arms, and formed 
the Haudenosaunee Confederacy – the first
representative democracy in the West. The 
lake became a sacred place, one that must 
be cared for and respected.

The Onondagas were good stewards 
of the lake until New York, in defiance
of federal law, took control of it and the 
surrounding areas.

Onondaga Lake’s Industrial Era
In 1884, the Solvay Process Company 
set up its soda ash manufacturing plant at 
Onondaga Lake. At first, Solvay dumped its
industrial byproducts directly into the lake. 
For every kilogram of soda ash produced, 
Solvay discharged 1.5 kilograms of waste, 
either directly into the lake, or into waste-
beds on the lakeshore. In 1920, the Solvay 
Process Company merged with four other 
companies to become Allied Chemical and 
Dye Corporation. Over the years, Allied 
Chemical and Dye Corporation changed its 
name to Allied Corporation, and through 
more mergers became AlliedSignal.

Over the next century, manufacturing 
operations increased at Onondaga Lake 
to include chemicals like caustic soda, 
hydrogen peroxide, chlorine, and bleach. 
With this diversification came expansion.
Allied built more plants to produce more 
chemicals, and increased the size of factory 
sites and wastebeds to hold the increased 
waste. In the late 1980s, chemical produc-
tion at the lake ceased, due in large part to 
a changing economy. 

In 1999, AlliedSignal merged with 
Honeywell International to form a global 
technology corporation with $26 billion in 
annual revenues. Although AlliedSignal 
was the larger partner in the merger, the 
new company kept the Honeywell name, 

in part to escape the legacy of chemical 
industry attached to the AlliedSignal 
name. Honeywell is responsible for 
dismantling the former AlliedSignal 
production facilities and cleaning up 
the polluted sites.

The Polluted Legacy of 
Onondaga Lake 
Industrial pollution has severely dam-
aged Onondaga Lake – so much so that 
local residents assume that it is the most 
polluted lake in the United States. 

In its current state, the lake itself is 
harmful to human health and the envi-
ronment. The lake contains dangerous 
levels of mercury, a potent neurotoxin, 
along with unsafe levels of other heavy 
metals and toxic industrial chemicals. 
Elevated levels of some of these con-
taminants extend to a depth of at least 
25 feet in lake-bottom sediments.

Each of the chemicals taken indi-
vidually is harmful. Combined, they 
create a toxic stew whose effects may 
never be fully understood.  

In addition to toxic pollutants, Onon-
daga Lake struggles with very high nutrient 
levels. Nutrients promote the growth of 
algae, a water plant that drains the lake of 
oxygen. Without oxygen, fish and other life
cannot survive.  For many years ammonia 
and phosphorus were released into the lake 
water from Metro (Syracuse’s main sewage 
treatment plant) and from sewage overflows.
Onondaga Lake’s cold-water fishery has
all but disappeared as a result. 

Recent improvements to Metro and 
certain modifications in the city’s sewer
system have decreased the amount of nu-
trients in the lake, allowing for the partial 
comeback of certain types of fish. But more
progress must be made before Onondaga 
Lake’s fish can thrive.

What’s Wrong With the NYS 
“Cleanup Plan”? 
The plan agreed to by the NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), 
Honeywell, and the US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (USEPA) calls for dredging 
some lake-bottom sediments, “capping” 
some sediments (placing a layer of sand 
on top of them), and constructing an under-
ground wall around part of the southwest 

end of the lake. Additionally, the plan calls 
for the cleanup of nine upland sites, all of 
which continue to pollute the lake.

Since NY and Honeywell released 
their Onondaga Lake “cleanup plan” in 
the summer of 2005, the Onondaga Nation 
has vociferously opposed it. Numerous 
engineers and scientists have shown that 
the plan will not be protective of human 
health or the environment, and that even 
after the “cleanup” the lake will still be 
polluted enough to qualify as a toxic 
waste site. Unfortunately, NYSDEC and 
USEPA refuse to meaningfully consult 
with the Onondaga Nation as required 
by federal law, and all of the Nation’s 
concerns – backed by experts in the field
– have fallen on deaf ears.

Moving Forward
The Onondaga Nation will continue to 
speak as stewards of the land, and work 
for the complete cleanup and restoration 
of Onondaga Lake and areas throughout 
the historic territory. To learn more about 
the Onondaga Nation’s ties to the lake, 
and the lake’s contamination, visit www.
onondaganation.org/onondagalake.html. To 
read the Onondaga Lake “cleanup plan,” 
visit www.dec.state.ny.us/website/der/  
projects/ondlake. 

A wastebed along the shoreline of Onondaga Lake 
(facing southeast), including rotting remnants of a pier 
which had been built to try to keep the wastebed 
material corralled. Photo: Ed Michalenko, Onondaga 
Environmental Institute, 2002
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Saturday
June 10, 2006

Syracuse Peace Council’s
Birthday
Dinner

Featuring Kathy Kelly
inspiring, passionate activist 
and co-founder of Voices in 

the Wilderness.

Details to come.

Save the Date

SPC and CLAC Partner
In order to strengthen and enrich both 
organizations, SPC and the Caribbean 
Latin America Coalition (CLAC) recently 
formed a closer and more formalized 

working relationship as partners. This was 
a natural outgrowth of the strong support 
we have had for each other, and the fact 
that many people are active with both 
groups. SPC continues to look to CLAC 
for leadership in organizing around Carib-
bean and Latin American issues, including 

closing the School of the Americas. CLAC 
acknowledges SPC as Central New York’s 
leading grassroots peace and social justice 
group, working on a wide range of issues, 
many of which affect Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

Muslim Solidarity 
The CNY Bill of Rights Defense 
Campaign (BORDC), of which SPC 
is an active part, once again orga-
nized a Muslim Solidarity Day on 
February 26, the third anniversary 
of the day when law enforcement 
agents aggressively interrogated 150 
Muslim and Arab families in CNY 
(during the course of investigating 
Dr. Dhafir).

In previous years, the BORDC 
had asked people to commit to 
individual acts of solidarity. This 
year, we asked faith communities 
to demonstrate solidarity in a more 
collective way, by sharing stories 
with their congregations of what 
Arabs, Muslims and South Asians 
have faced in the US since 9-11. 
We provided sets of stories related 
to actual experiences of hate crimes, 
travel problems, and immigration 
issues, as well as deportation, rendi-
tion and detainee abuse. So far eight 
congregations have participated.

If you would like a set of the 
stories, or your group/ congrega-
tion would like to invite a Muslim 
speaker, contact Carol.

SPC in Action / continued from page 4

70TH
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Elaine is a member of the Depleted Uranium 
Network Hudson-Mohawk Region. She works 
as an English teacher, consultant, and freelance 
writer. Parts of this article were published 
first in “The Informed Constituent.”

New Legislation Targets the Agony and 
Irony of Depleted Uranium Weapons
Elaine Klein

Following the legacy of Agent Orange, 
thousands of American veterans are suffering 
poor health as a consequence of exposure 
to depleted uranium (DU) weapons from 
our own military, and they have not been 
receiving the assistance they require.

Grassroots movements in the states 
have begun pushing for help. On Janu-
ary 4, Jeffrey Dinowitz introduced NY 
Assembly Bill 9116, patterned after bills 
Connecticut and Louisiana passed in 2005, 
aimed at getting veterans the best testing 
for depleted uranium exposure. On March 
13, Thomas Morahan sponsored the same 
bill in the Senate, as Senate Bill 6964. This 
legislation will help identify troops who 
have been exposed to DU, clarify the effects 
of DU exposure, and provide treatment 
for returning troops who are experiencing 
problems because of  DU exposure. Hawaii, 
Minnesota, South Dakota, Washington and 
Wisconsin have similar legislation.

combat and non-combat zones.
DU, a byproduct of the nuclear power 

industry, is cheaply obtained by the military, 
and prized for its extreme density and heavy 
metal qualities. It is pyrophoric (can ignite 
spontaneously) at the high temperatures 
caused by friction during impact. DU 
munitions pierce metal, burn through 
targets, and create minute aerosolized and 
ceramicized radioactive particles. People 
may inhale particles or be affected through 
skin contact with contaminated dust. DU, 
a toxic heavy metal, emits radioactive 
particles and rays and moves gradually 
into bones, organs and cells. 

Veterans have been exposed to DU in 
various ways, including direct shrapnel 
wounds from US depleted uranium shells 
received from “friendly fire.” Injuries from
direct fire are likely to have been recorded,
but the effects from DU wounds have not 
been researched. 

Herbert Rudolph Reed, who served in 
Iraq in the 442nd National Guard Military 
Police in 2003, explains that noncombatants 
were exposed through practices such as 
setting up a base camp in an area still hot 
with radioactive debris from the First Gulf 
War. The Dutch military pronounced this 
area “uninhabitable.” Reed states, “ When 
we returned to the United States, we of 
the 442nd had no idea why we experienced 
sleeplessness, skin rashes, muscle and joint 
aches, enlarged thyroids, burning urination, 
blood in urine and stools, headaches, dif-
ficulty breathing and gum disease.”  

Lack of information about DU exposure 
has led to inaccuracies on post service ques-
tionnaires that ask veterans to identify their 
exposure to particular hazards, resulting in 
skewed data. Studies of DU exposure show 
varying results, possibly related to timing 
and the type of test chosen for the type of 
exposure. Moreover, many veterans have 
had difficulty obtaining testing.

NYS Bills A9116, and S6964 guarantee 
eligible, honorably discharged military 
and Reserve National Guard veterans as-
sistance from the State Director and NY 
Adjutant General in pursuing their right to 
“obtain federal treatment services, includ-
ing a best practice health screening test 
for exposure to depleted uranium using 
a bioassay procedure involving sensitive 

methods capable of detecting DU at low 
levels and the use of equipment with the 
capacity to discriminate between different 
radioisotopes in naturally occurring levels 
of uranium and the characteristic ratio 
and marker for depleted uranium.”  Testing 
eligibility is based on risk levels assigned 
by the veteran’s branch of service, referrals 
by military physicians, or veterans believing 
that they were exposed to DU.  Federal, 
not state, funds will be used.

The press conference for the Assembly 
bill was attended by about 50 people who 
also participated in a Veterans March and 
Lobby Day. To help promote this bill and 
educate others, contact groups such as county 
Veterans Affairs offices,DisabledAmerican
Veterans groups, physicians groups, local 
governments, and state legislators. Urge lo-
cal political committees to follow the lead 
of the Saugerties Democratic Committee, 
which passed a resolution supporting DU 
Bill A9116.   

Veterans still on active duty who think 
they have symptoms of DU exposure should 
immediately register with the Department 
of Defense by calling 1-800-796-9699. 
Those who have left active military service 
should call the Veterans Administration at 
1-800-PGW-VETS.

For More Information

Contact Joan Walker, of New Yorkers 
in Support of the NY National Guard 
DU Testing/Registry/Taskforce, 843-
679-6938 or joanwalker@gmail.
com or www.traprockpeace.org or 
contact one of the following county 
representatives:
Jeanne DeSocio, 315-652-1565, 
(Onondaga)
sheree@nycap.rr.com (Rensselaer) 
cferraro@hotmail.com (Albany)
elaineklein@hotmail.com        (Schenec-
tady)
Additional county representatives 
are needed!

The NY bills also set up a task force with 
the following responsibilities: study health 
effects of exposure to hazardous materials 
“including but not limited to depleted uranium” 
in military service; study health effects of 
exposed NY National Guard service members 
and conduct a conference on the results; 
initiate a health registry for vets and military 
personnel returning from Afghanistan, Iraq 
or other countries in which depleted uranium 
and other hazardous materials are found; 
develop an outreach and follow-up plan; 
report to service members about potential 
exposure and precautions recommended in 

Graphics:
Campaign Against

Depleted Uranium, 
www.cadu.org/uk
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Laura, a Syracuse native and former SPC 
steering committee member, recently returned 
from providing accompaniment in Guate-
mala where she worked with the Network 
in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala 
(www.nisgua.org). 

Laura MacDonald

The following are excerpts. To read Laura’s 
letters in their entirety, visit the PNL online 
at SPC’s website.

July 18, 2005                              
 “A very dangerous country” 
When I was preparing to come to Guatemala, 
many people warned me of the various 
dangers I might face here. The food, the 
bugs, the violence, etc. As of yet, I have 
felt very safe here and very comfortable. 
Of course, I’m in the relative luxury of a 
city, in a middle class home (by Guatemalan 
standards)…

The other night I was talking to Edu-
ardo…He was in the US sin documentos, 
or “illegally”…To get to the US, Eduardo 
had to take busses all the way through 
Mexico…He had to save up money to pay 
a coyote, or people smuggler, to rush him 
across the border in a truck in the middle 
of the night. He had to walk through the 
Arizona desert...he worked for 11 years 
at various jobs…making anywhere from 
$1-3 per hour. He had to sleep on a floor,
and there was never much money for food. 
Medical care was beyond question….When 
he was mistreated, he couldn’t complain to 
authorities for fear of being arrested and 
deported….I asked if he knew many people 
who died in the US. “Oh yes, many,” he 
said. “They work the dangerous jobs and 
they don’t have medical care. And then it 
is very hard to bring them home.” 

“I would never go back to the United 
States,” he said. “It is a very dangerous 
country.” 

August 18, 2005                     
“War cannot be so neatly defined”
We are taught about wars as things that 
have definite beginnings and endings,
things with titles…“WWII”…“Operation 
Iraqi Freedom”…War cannot be so neatly 
defined….Peace Accords were signed in
1996, but few of their provisions have been 

implemented. Violence in Guatemalan 
cities has reached new heights…fueled by 
desperate poverty….The political power 
structures enforced over Guatemala´s rural, 
largely Mayan, population during the war 
remain today. The war ended but its under-
lying causes are stronger than ever 

I leave soon for a place where one of 
the largest massacres of the war took place. 
A community where widows live next 
door to their husband’s killers, where the 
earth has been dishonored with the blood 
of children. Where the only people who 
have paid for the crimes that were commit-
ted are the victims...a place where many 
people work, sleep, eat, have families, 
live their lives. 

It is a place I know nothing about. 
It is a place I have dreamed about.  

September 24, 2005              
“The day the army came back”
I just completed my first month in the
Ixcan region of Guatemala, a two hour 
walk from the border of Chiapas, Mexico. 
It is hot; it is deforested jungle. There are 
about 360 families.

The community was settled by a 
Catholic priest from the US…and a group 
of landless campesinos (rural subsistance 
farmers) during the 1970s. But there was a 
war on. And although the community was 
probably started more from a desperate 

need for land than a desire to challenge the 
Guatemalan elite, by being successful, by 
being independent, challenging this system 
is exactly what they were doing.

One day in 1980, the entire leadership 
of the cooperative was murdered by the 
Guatemalan army.

One year later, the army came back, they 
slaughtered at least 360 women, children, and 
men – entire families killed, such that there 
was no one left to remember their names.

If you walk down the hill from the little 
wooden building where my partner and I 
live, you will come to a little area fenced off 
and shaded by tall trees. Inside…a memo-
rial to the hundreds who were murdered…I 
casually walk to the side of the memorial 
and begin to read the names…The names 
are the names of people I know. This must 
have been his father, because the name is 
his. Or her mother. Or the entire family of 
the man I ate with last night. Some of them 
are listed only as “daughter of #227”…this 
was all that could be remembered by those 
who survived.

…Some try to forget. Some never 
return….A few try to seek some sort of 
justice. One way people are attempting to do 
this is through a legal case accusing former 
dictators Romeo Lucas García and Efraín 
Rios Montt of war crimes and genocide….
I’m working as part of an international team 
of human rights accompaniers to provide 

continued on page 15

Laura learns the traditional method for cutting grass. Photo: Lindsey Engleman 

Letters From  Guatemala
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Celebrate 
The Rich Diversity of Life 

Work for  
Peace, Liberty & Justice for All 






First Unitarian Universalist 


Society of Syracuse 
109 Waring Road, Syracuse, NY, 13224  
(315) 446-5940, firstuu@twcny.rr.com 

Hansen’s Financial Services

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153       800-318-9780
Email:  sue@hansensfinancial.com

Web: hansensfinancial.com
Susan S. Hansen  CFP,CLU

The
Sagacious

Investor
TM

Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are

Invest your money in companies building the 
kind of future you value. You have the option of 
choosing companies that demonstrate corporate 
responsibility.

Marketplace
Fair World 

Come see our 
unique, hand made, 
fairly traded spring 

arrivals!

Spring is coming…... 

Gifts for 
every
occasion

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt 
corner with Erie Blvd — 446-0326     
www.FairWorldMarketplace.com  

1103 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY  13203

(315) 475-6453
www.newschool-syr.org

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program

“The New School is small enough to provide personal 
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning
activities.  It’s great  to have young and old children
interacting and learning from each other in this unique 
school that both challenges and comforts.”

-Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi

Now Accepting Applications For Fall

where kids love to learn

The Syracuse Africa Bound Program          
thanks everyone who donated art and attended the 
Cheap Art Auction on March 24. Special thanks to 
oustanding auctioneer Rae Kramer. We couldn’t 
have done it without you!
      We raised almost $1,000 for 
educational activities and arts 
& crafts exchanges between 
Syracuse and Ghanian youth. For 
more information on Africa Bound, 
contact Vanessa: 516-2216.
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If you’ve been moved by this 
unjust war to write a poem, please 
consider submitting by email to 
thorleyp1@yahoo.com, or mail 
to SPC. Work on themes of war, 
the war economy, oppression and 
political injustice, and/or which 
celebrates more positive hopes 
and visions, will be considered. 

Poetry Peace Vigil  
“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”

 – Sam Hamill

Peace
Mary Beth Young

Peace?

Beyond the candle-flame, quiet room,
Beyond the Sunday religion observed,
Beyond the departed-laid-to-rest,
Breathes the focus of life’s intent.

Peace...

Grocery lines, twelve carts deep.
Herds of wild buffalo long ago deceased,
Anguished screaming chorus no one escapes,
Question-less answers revealed through faith,
Hard crack of childhood endlessly betrayed,
Soaring bird song as you lift your gaze,
Tenderhearted kindness unbound by need,
Flickering stars impossible to reach.

Within the calm,
Within the storm,
Within unending devastation,
Within the smallest tip of hairbrush bristle,
Peace vibrates eternal.

Beth wrote this poem in Georgia Popoff’s “Beginning Poet’s Work-
shop” at the Downtown Writer’s Center. In response to the prompt 
“to answer a burning question,” Beth asked “when will there be 
peace?” This poem was the result.

safety and support to the individuals who 
have chosen to participate in these cases 
as witnesses.  

December 14, 2005                   
“El Norte”
…Doña Lucilla talked…about her 16-year-
old son crossing the desert… 

Before…there was cardamom…and 
it gave a good price, and the coffee plants 
exploded with berries…The pigs grew fat 
and the chickens multiplied…But then there 
was the war, and the terror…And now the 
chickens grow but they get wiped out by 
disease, and sometimes the pigs eat but 
sometimes they won’t and the price for 
cardamom is so low it’s not worth grow-
ing, and the coffee’s the same. And the 
soil is contaminated by the hundreds and 
hundreds of bombs the army pummeled 
it with…

 “And that’s why my boys have left 
me to go up north, up through the desert 
with no food and dirty water.  To find a
job that is heavy and hard.” Her voice 

catches…“maybe he will find one that is
not so hard.”

When I first got here I believed that
people had a romanticized view…that 
people were making a choice to go to the 
States because they didn’t fully understand 
the realities. It is a decision coerced by 
necessity, by poverty, by an unsustainable 
Guatemalan economy utterly dependent on 
the whims of international capital.

…There was the war, and now there 
is migration.…the roots of marginaliza-
tion, poverty, and racism lie beneath both 
phenomena.

February 13, 2006                  
“The truth”
…There is a temptation to take what I 
have learned here and transform it, make 
it less of a challenge to my own way of 
life….I won’t think about what it means 
that I own 20 sweaters…Everyone should 
be able to keep warm…No one needs 20 
sweaters.…‘But getting rid of your sweaters 
doesn’t change the fact that others don’t 
have access to what they need,’ says a 
little voice in my head. ‘The problem is an 

unjust system…’ As if I can be separated 
from the context in which I exist. As if 
it is somehow good for me to have more 
than what I need. 

…Yesterday we stopped by the house 
of Doña Teresa…What is the value of the 
things we know? In my last job, I was paid 
$12 for each hour of my time. If Doña 
Teresa manages to sell one of her woven 
bags, it will go for around Q60 – less than 
$10. Who knows how many hours of work 
went into its creation.

…When those of us who are white 
think back to the days of legalized apartheid 
in the Southern US, who among us thinks 
we would choose to drink from a fountain 
marked ‘Whites Only?’ By participating 
in that system we would condone it…We 
would drink from the other fountain, all of 
us…wouldn’t we? Wouldn’t we?  

How, then, do we honor our own hu-
manity and the humanity of others in this 
global apartheid, where our schools and 
jobs and hospitals, our very lives, all bear 
the unspoken mark, ‘Privileged Only?’

How do I say no to a world order that 
values…my work over Doña Teresa’s?…It 
is a journey, one that will continue long 
after my time in Guatemala is done.

Guatemala / continued from page 13
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Earth Day Celebration: Lexington 
Park, Lexington Ave. and E. 
Genesee St. Details TBA. Peter, 
472-1339.

"From the Earth" Arts & Crafts 
Show. Sat. & Sun. 10am-5pm.
Onondaga Nation School, Rt. 
11A, Onondaga Nation. Crafts, 
food, dancing and music. 469-
6991. Free.

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. Time Warner Ch. 98.  People 
for An i mal Rights.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
Television by, for & about teens. 8 
pm. Time Warner Ca ble Chan nel 
98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY THURS:  Talk to a Lawyer.  
Westcott Com munity Center, 826 
Euclid Ave.  6-8pm. Steve, 478-
8634. Free.

EVERY THURS: Womens' Voic es 
Ra dio.  WAER - 88 FM.  8pm.
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Monthly Vigil Against Death 
Pen al ty: Noon. Columbus Cir cle. 
Bill Cuddy  474-7437.

EVERY WED: Open Figure 
Draw ing Inc. 7-10pm. Westcott 
Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch, 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

EVERY OTHER TUES:  Partnership 
for Onondaga Creek Meetings, 6 
pm, Brady Faith, Aggie 478-4571. 
Call to confirm time and place.

To list your group’s event 
or meeting, call 472-5478 
or send the info to SPC at 

pnl@peacecouncil.net

PFLAG Monthly Mtg. 1st UU Ch. 
250 Waring Road 7:30pm. 

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass: St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.

Syracuse United Neighbors/ Skunk 
City Meeting. Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 6:30pm.

SUN Southside Coalition, 7 pm, 
Payton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave.

Military Alternatives Education 
Project Meeting. 3:30 pm, 2013 
E. Genesee St., 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish 
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends 
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Channel 98, 9-11am.

EVERY  WED: SPC Worknight 
til 8pm. Di verse tasks. 924 
Bur net Ave. Jess 472-5478, 
jessica@peacecouncil.net

“Soup for the Soul” Benefit 
Concert, 3-6pm, $10 adults, $5 
children, Unitarian Universalist 
Church Hall, 10 Higby Road, Utica, 
NY. 735-0874 or 735-3112.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft 
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave.  472-5478.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY 
Labor Fed., 404 Oak St. Andy 
472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors, 
Westside Coalition, 7pm, Brown 
Memorial, 228 Davis St.

2

29

PNL Mailing Party, 4-6:30pm, 
SPC, 924 Burnet Ave, 472-5478.

EVERY OTHER TUES:  Partnership 
for  Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 
pm. For place call Aggie 478-4571.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Rt. 57 & Vine St., Village 
of Liverpool 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Rt. 695 exit ramp to
W. Genesee St. (Fairmount) 
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley)  472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 
4:45-5:30pm. James St. and 
Thompson Rd. (Nor thside)  
472-5478.

SPC Study Group on the US 
Glo bal Agenda. 7-8:30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, 821 Euclid Ave. 
Carol 472-5478.

REMEMBER:
Online calendars are 
at www.peacecouncil.
net, including a commu-
nity calendar that allows 
you to enter events. 

University Neighbors Lecture 
Series w/ Susan Keeter, 3pm, $10/ 
or $5 student, Westcott Community 
Center, 478-8634.

Colgate Peace Studies Film Series, 
Night and Fog (Nuit et Brouillard) 
and The Holocaust Experience, 
7pm, Hamilton Theatre, 228-7806 
or peace@mail.colgate.edu

Film “Le Mozart Noir”, 7pm. 
Community Folk Art Center, 810 E. 
Genesee St., 442-2230.

SUN Southwest Action Committee, 
7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.

“May Day Café” Concert With 
Dana & Susan Robinson, 8 pm, $10 
May Memorial Unitarian Universal-
ist Society, 3800 East Genesee St, 
440-7444 or tickets@folkus.org

“Second Saturday” Concert 
With Sara Milonovich and Greg 
Anderson, 8pm, $10, Westcott 
Community Center, 478-8634.

Onondaga Nation Information 
Session, 2-4 pm, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage Home, 210 East Gen-
esee St., Fayetteville, 637-9511 
gagefoundation@earthlink.net  

Benefit Arts and Crafts Fair, 10-5, 
Onondaga Nation Arena. Music, 
dancing,food and more. 498-6813 
or 492-0747. See page 10.

Benefit Arts and Crafts Fair, 10-5, 
Onondaga Nation Arena, 498-6813 
or 492-0747. See page 10.

CNY SOA Abolitionists and Ca-
ribbean Latin America Coalition 
Joint monthly potluck meeting, 4-7 
pm. Brady Faith Center, 404 South 
Ave. 478-4571.

Colgate Peace Studies Film Series, 
Darwin’s Nightmare, 7pm, Hamilton 
Theatre, 228-7806 peace@mail.
colgate.edu 

SPC Study group, 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid 
Ave, Carol 472-5478.

Community Choir Rehearsal, 
Beginning every Wed. 7:30 pm, 
Westcott Community Center, 826 
Euclid Ave, 478-8634 
Native Wildlife Sanctuary Video 
and Speaker Matt Perry, 6:45 pm, 
Solvay Public Library, 615 Woods, 
488-PURR(7877)

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood As-
sociation, 6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 
1204 S Geddes St.

Town Hall Meeting on the Iraq 
War, 7-9 pm, Grant Middle School 
(2400 Grant Blvd.), 478-7442
info@peaceactioncny.org

Colgate Peace Studies, Cloning 
Terror: The War of Images, 9/11 to Abu 
Ghraib, 7:00pm, Golden Auditorium, 
Little Hall, Colgate University.

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Pax Christi, 9:30am, Slocum 
House, Dick Keough, 476-0048

Book Signing 3-5 pm Becky 
Johnson's Wicked Cool Sustain-
able Solutions for the Earth. Tools 
for Change store 400 Lodi St. 
(Corner Hawley) 474-1132

Book Signing 3-5 pm Becky 
Johnson's Wicked Cool Sustain-
able Solutions for the Earth. 
Natur-Thyme. 5898 Bridge St. 
488-6300.

9
April 3-27: Haudenosaunee Art 
Exhibit: Three Brothers, 9 am-4 
pm, Ann Felton Multicultural Center 
Gallery, OCC. 498-ARTS(2787). 11

Hurricane Katrina: Poverty and 
Racism. 2:30 pm. South Presby-
terian Church, 112 W. Colvin St. 
IRC, 682-8655 or 449-3552. Free.
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The Onondaga Nation Encoun-
ters European Settlers. Robert 
W. Venables and Chief Irving Pow-
less, Jr. 7pm. Syracuse Stage. 
See page 4. 472-5478. Free.

“Discovering” the US: Haude-
nosaunee Influences on U.S. 
Culture and Democracy. John 
Mohawk. 7pm. Syracuse Stage. 
See page 4. 472-5478. Free.

SAVE THE DATE
Syracuse Peace Council’s 
70th Birthday Celebration 
featuring Kathy Kelly. Satur-
day, June 10. Details TBA.

National March for Peace, 
Justice & Democracy, New 
York City. SPC is coordinat-
ing carpooling from CNY. See 
page 3. Aimee, 655-2804, 
ajurista@ravenglass.com

22

White Racism Working Group 
4-6 pm. Women's Info Center 601 
Allen St. Candace 472-5478.

White Racism Working Group 
4-6 pm. Women's Info Center 601 
Allen St. Candace 472-5478.

SPC Monthly Program: US 
Policy on Iran: Manufacturing 
a Threat, 7 pm, University United 
Methodist Church,  E. Genesee 
St. & University Ave, 472-5478.  
SPC apologizes for the conflict with 
Passover, but could not resched-
ule. Videotapes of the program will 
be available for those who can't 
attend. Call us, 472-5478.

White Racism Working Group 
4-6 pm. Women's Info Ctr, 601 
Allen St. Candace 472-5478.

Take Back Your Apple: Encour-
age Apple Computer to recycle. 
Carousel Mall. Details: Chuck  
chaspolo1785@aol.com

Global Warming: From Crisis 
to Solutions. 8am-1:30 pm, 
followed by tours. Schneeweiss 
Athlet ic Complex, Cazeno-
via College. Free.  727.0123, 
rjezer@cazenovia.edu. Register 
by April 7 at www.cazenovia.
edu/energy

Reel World: Documentaries with a 
Difference. Control Room, 2 & 7pm, 
Storer Aud., OCC, Free. 498-2787 or 
www.sunyocc.edu 

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting, 7-9 pm, SPC Office, 
924 Burnet Ave, 472-5478, open 
to SPC supporters.

Jamie Notarthomas in Concert, 
7pm. The Limp Lizard Lounge, 4628 
Onondaga Blvd. 472-7831. Free.

Hurricane Katrina: Service, Theo-
logical and Ethical Issues. 2:30 
pm. South Presbyterian Church, 
112 W. Colvin St. IRC, 682-8655 
or 449-3552. Free.

SPC Volunteer Orientation, 7-
8:30 pm, SPC office, 924 Burnet 
Ave. Learn about the many ways to 
get involved. andy@peacecouncil.
net or 472-5478.
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