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These excerpts were scanned directly from SPC’s FBI ﬁle (from 1978)
and an excerpt from the FBI ﬁle of an SPC supporter (3rd from top).
If these ﬁles prove any guilt, it’s the outrageous misuse of government
resources for political repression. See page 3 for information.
The Caribbean/Latin America Coalition (CLAC) organizes
in Central New York concerning issues that affect the social,
economic, and political well-being of the peoples of Latin
America and the Caribbean. CLAC groups include: La Estancia,
El Salvador/Syracuse sister community, Syracuse members of the
Cajibio, Colombia sister community, CNY/SOA Abolitionists
and ABC (Abolish the Blockade of Cuba). CLAC holds a potluck
meeting the second Sunday of every month (see calendar).
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The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council
(SPC). The PNL is the newsletter of SPC as well as a forum for articles which discuss
issues of concern to the peace and justice movement. The opinions expressed in the
PNL reﬂect the diversity of opinions within SPC itself.

Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice
organization. It is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contributions
of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence and
exploitation in any form will no longer exist. It challenges the existing unjust
power relationships among nations, among people and between ourselves and the
environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, cooperation and
a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other, nor
can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots.
SPC seeks to make these connections clear. We initiate and support activities that
help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that places human
need above monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people based on
cooperation rather than competition or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect each other. In both,
we are committed to nonviolent means of conﬂict resolution and to a process of
decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.
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Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

SPC Files FOIA Request

On April 18, SPC and the Islamic Society
of Central New York held a joint news
conference announcing the ﬁling of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests
regarding government spying on the two
organizations.
SPC is no stranger to surveillance.
Having lost its non-proﬁt status during the
Nixon era, in the late ’70s SPC requested
and received its 125-page FBI ﬁle. In the
current political climate, given SPC’s history and present activities, there is good
cause for concern. Similarly the Islamic
Society is sensitive to the fact that since
9/11 and the passage of the Patriot Act, the
Muslim community in the US has been a
target of Federal scrutiny.
The FOIA requests are being ﬁled by
the CNY chapter of the New York Civil
Liberties Union. The requests seek information from the FBI, Onondaga County
Sheriff’s Department and Syracuse City
Police Department.

that Kathy Kelly will be our speaker. Kathy,
founder of Voices in the Wilderness and Nobel
peace prize nominee, traveled numerous
times to Iraq, ﬁrst bringing humanitarian
aid during the years of sanctions and then
as a member of the Iraq Peace Team. She
will have just returned from Iraq when she
comes to Syracuse. Help is needed – no
amount of time available is too small or
too large. Contact Carol.
Earlier that day, you can go to the GLBT
Pride Parade and the Community Wide
Dialogue’s Duck Race to End Racism. On
Sunday June 11, come to the Syracuse Community Choir’s Summer Solstice Concert.

The Local Cost of the War:
Tax Day and Beyond

Did you know that since 2003, Onondaga
County taxpayers have contributed $603
million to the cost of the invasion and occupation of Iraq? Think of what this money
could have gone for instead!
SPC’s Tax Day leaﬂet challenged people
to do just that. On April 17, twelve people
handed out almost 1000 leaﬂets in downtown
Syracuse and Syracuse University (see
www.peacecouncil.net/sharedtimes).
This was volume one of The Shared
Times, the Local Cost of the War Committee’s
leaﬂets connecting the spending on the war
on Iraq to the defunding of social programs
in Onondaga County. Future volumes will
be produced every few weeks – please help
distribute them. Contact Jess or Carol.

SPC’s Birthday Dinner
June 10

Clear your calendars for the 2nd weekend in
June for an amazing array of activities.
Please join us Saturday, June 10 for
SPC’s 70th Birthday Dinner. We are thrilled

S YRACUSE P EACE C OUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm

Staff email addresses:
Carol Baum – carol@peacecouncil.net
Andy Mager – andy@peacecouncil.net
Jessica Maxwell – jessica@peacecouncil.net
Candace Saunders – candace@peacecouncil.net

as possible.) Team names ranged from
the sublime (“Raging Grannies”) to the
ridiculous (“International Jewish Bowling Conspiracy”), to just plain expressive
(“Tired of War!” wore pajamas and brought
their cuddlies). Team members from 2 to
92 represented a rainbow of lifestyles,
cultures, ethnicities, and genders.
A big thanks to all who helped make the
day a great success, including the bowlers
(and supporters), the organizers (Joan Conley, Barb Humphrey, Rae Kramer, Candace
Saunders, and Marie Summerwood), and
the owners and staff of Bowl Mor lanes,
particularly Queen Alice.
The bowl-a-thon is an annual spring
event. We welcome your feedback. Please
send comments to SPC.

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Civil Liberties and
National Security Update

“Judge” Mayer Shevin, or was it jester, added to
the fun at SPC’s Strike for Peace Bowl-a-thon.
Photo: Steve Reiter

Bowled Over!

Thanks to gaggles of giggling gutterballs,
this year’s April Fool’s Day “Strike for
Peace” Bowl-a-thon was a silly success! 37
teams of Peace Council supporters showed
up for an afternoon of friendly competition and fundraising fun. The event raised
about $3000 for SPC and pledge money is
still rolling in. (By the way, don’t forget
to send in your pledge money as soon

Join the CNY Bill of Rights Defense
Campaign for up-to-the minute info
on domestic spying, changes in the
Patriot Act, and other erosions to our
civil liberties…and discuss strategies
to affect the public debate on these
issues.
Sponsored by the Syracuse Peace
Council and the CNY Bill of Rights
Defense Campaign.

Thursday, May 18
7-8:30 pm
Westcott Community Center

(corner Euclid Ave. and Westcott St.)

Followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE
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SPC / continued from previous page

NOON Rolls On

“Onondaga Land Rights and Our Common
Future,” the year-long educational series
initiated by Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON), continues to draw hundreds
of people to each of the informative and
inspirational programs (see page 11).
NOON’s educational efforts recently
received a major boost with a nearly $10,000
grant from the Gifford Foundation. The
grant is the largest in SPC’s history and
will be well used to continue educating
Central New Yorkers about the Onondaga
Nation and their Land Rights Action.
NOON is also launching a Reading
Group, which will begin with American
Indian History: Five Centuries of Conﬂict
and Coexistence by Robert W. Venables.
The ﬁrst meeting is Wednesday, May 10
at 7 pm at the Westcott Day Hab Center,
522 Westcott St. (enter from rear parking
lot off Beech St.). The two-volume set is
available at $30 (reduced from $40) from
SPC. Much cheaper editions can be ordered
online. If you have any problems obtaining
a book, contact Carol. For other questions,
call Peter at 472-1339.

SPC Outreach Gears Up

Now that Central New Yorkers are going
outside in large numbers again, there are
more opportunities for Peace Council
information tables at community events.
This is a perfect way to lend a hand and
at the same time participate in some great
events. Help is needed for: Duck Race to
End Racism, Saturday, June 10, 12-4 pm;
CNY Pride Festival, Saturday, June 10, 12-6
pm . Contact Andy to offer help for speciﬁc
events or to express general interest.

Spring Cleaning at SPC

It’s time for spring cleaning at the Peace
Council. Please join us 10 am - 3 pm on
Saturday, May 6 to clear away those
winter cobwebs, both inside and out. Come
for part or the entire time. Healthy lunch
provided. BYO elbow grease and good
spirit. Contact Carol.

BORDC Visits Rep. Walsh

On April 19, ﬁve members of the CNY Bill
of Rights Defense Campaign steering committee (of which SPC is an active part) met
with Rep. James Walsh. We addressed the
unchecked exercise of executive authority
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since 9/11; governmental spying on activist
groups who have done nothing more than
speak out; and the use of immigration laws
to target and discriminate against people
based on racial/ethnic categories.
Mr. Walsh acknowledged that this administration has pushed the boundaries of
executive power, and supported the principle
that people should not be investigated for
free speech or association.

Activist Appreciation:
Elisha Peck

Elisha Peck became an SPC intern in Fall
2005 and then stayed for a second term in
the spring. Elisha worked on many different
aspects of the PNL as part of an internship
for her journalism major at Le Moyne College. Her work included soliciting ads and
articles, writing, editing, and prooﬁng. In
addition to her many skills, we also appreciated Elisha’s perspective. A native
of Watertown, near Fort Drum, Elisha was
new to activism and brought a fresh set of
eyes to our work. She will graduate this
month, and we wish her all the best as she
moves on to new experiences.

Weekly Peace Outreach
Express your anti-war sentiment to
thousands of commuters as part of a
fun-loving crew of peace and justiceseekers.

Every Tuesday, 4:45-5:30 pm

• May 2 Geddes St. and W.
Genesee St. (Westside)
• May 9 E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt)
• May 16 Rt. 11, in front of
Northern Lights Shopping Center
(Mattydale)
• May 23 Rt. 20 (Albany St) and
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
• May 30 S. Salina and E. Colvin
(Southside)
Workers, the NAACP and many more to
be there. If you or someone you know is
interested in participating please don’t
hesitate to contact Tessa or Candace.
– Tessa Corcoran-Sayers

Broadcast Media Review
Group of CNY

On April 5, the Broadcast Media Review
Group of Central New York held its ﬁrst
meeting. Attendees came from several
CNY groups including SPC.
Participants noted the importance
of maintaining the public interest and
including fully diverse viewpoints in
the broadcast media. They also discussed
the need to examine the role we can play
in the FCC license renewal process, and
even more urgently, unresolved public
access issues in cable television.
Public access is under threat from
legislation in Congress (see www.mnn.
org). Of particular concern is the multiElisha Peck brought a smile and excitement for the
Peace Council’s work to all the projects on which she year City of Syracuse Cable Franchise
worked. Photo: Carol Baum
Agreement with Time Warner Cable,
which comes up for renewal in September
2007. This opportunity for public input
MAEP Career Fair
may be the only chance for many years to
The Career Fair is fast approaching - May come to ensure that the public interest is
15, 16, 17 and 18 at Nottingham, Corcoran, served. We need to pay attention to new
Henninger, and Fowler High Schools.
technologies and pending federal legislation
SPC had received a grant for the Military that will have profound effects on future
Alternatives Education Project (MAEP) internet and cable service. Please contact
to organize a Career Fair so that students Doug Igelsrud (471-5749) or John Oldﬁeld
would be exposed to alternatives to military (475-6251) for more information.
service. We expect organizations such as
– Doug Igelsrud
Planned Parenthood, Syracuse Cultural

War Dangers: Iran, the U.S.
UFPJ Talking Points New
and Nukes in the Middle East
Phyllis Bennis
Institute for Policy Studies
These are summary points from United for
Peace and Justice’s Talking Points on Iran.
See the full version at: www.ips.org
** Escalating rhetoric, continued losses
in Iraq, Bush’s political problems, and
an ideologically-driven pursuit of power
make the possibility of a US military attack
on Iran – however reckless and however
dangerous its consequences – a frighteningly real possibility.
** Iran is a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and has not violated
the Treaty. While there appear to be unresolved
issues regarding full transparency, its nuclear
program, including enriching uranium, is
perfectly legal under NPT requirements for
non-nuclear weapons states.

** Iran does not have nuclear weapons; even
if it is trying to build a nuclear weapons
program, it could not produce weapons for
ﬁve to ten years or more.

retaliates, whether against US troops in
Iraq or elsewhere in the region, against
US oil tankers in near-by shipping lanes,
or against Israel.

** There is a dangerous, unmonitored and
provocative nuclear arsenal in the Middle
East; it belongs to Israel, not Iran. US
hypocrisy and double standards in nuclear
policy, accepting Israel’s unacknowledged
nuclear arsenal and rewarding India’s
nuclear weapons status while threatening
war against Iran and denying its own obligations under the NPT, has undermined
Washington’s claimed commitment to
non-proliferation.

** Global suspicions remain regarding US
claims because of Washington’s lies leading
to the invasion of Iraq, but international
conditions regarding Iran are signiﬁcantly
different; many governments appear more
willing to consider Iran a “threat.”

** US ofﬁcials claim they are not considering an invasion of Iran but “only”
surgical air strikes against known nuclear
facilities; they have not explained what
their military response will be when Iran

Phyllis Bennis’ new book is Challenging
Empire: How People, Governments, and
the UN Defy U.S. Power, just published by
Interlink. It is available from IPS or from
www.interlinkbooks.com.

** The only solution to the crisis is to move
towards a nuclear weapons-free, or even
weapons of mass destruction-free zone
across the entire Middle East.

No War on Iran
“Three years after senior administration
ofﬁcials systematically misled the nation
into a disastrous war, they could well
be trying to do it again,” one expert is
quoted in Foreign Policy magazine (www.
foreignpolicy.com). “In recent months I
have grown increasingly concerned that
the administration has been giving thought
to a heavy dose of air strikes against Iran’s
nuclear sector without giving enough weight
to the possible ramiﬁcations of such action,”
says another in Forward magazine (www.
forward.com).
As early as July of 2005, antiwar.com
cited reports that Dick Cheney had drawn
up contingency plans to use tactical nuclear
weapons in Iran as a way of destroying
underground bunkers allegedly used for
nuclear weapons development. The United
Federation of Scientists argue that the upcoming test of a 700-ton explosive device
in Nevada is intended to gauge the exact
increment of nuclear hell-ﬁre it might take
to destroy an underground bunker.
Recently, through an ultimatum that has
little force behind it, yet insists something
must be done about Iran in the short-term,
the UN has further opened the door for a
Cheney/Bush bombing raid. The ultimatum
purposely was designed to be weak because

the member states don’t
entirely agree on a course
of action.
Will the bombs start
falling on Iran in time for
the fall elections? Would
that even help the Republicans at this point? Why
do the governments of
Western Europe seem more
like administrative units Over 30% of Iran’s population is under 15. Three Albany activists,
within the US Empire than Carole Ferraro, Diane Reiner and John Amidon, participated in a
independent states?
recent US delegation of academics and peace activists to Iran in an
Apparently, China and effort to promote dialogue and diplomacy. In addition to meeting
Russia aren’t so happy with with politicians and academics, they met with many young people.
the prospect. And doesn’t All three spoke at SPC’s April program on Iran. Photo: Diane Reiner
China have business deals
with Iran involving oil? Isn’t that what this to mention enabling Democrats – you have
is all about? Certain segments within the ﬁnally really frightened me. I was already
US ruling class won’t be happy until the US horriﬁed, but that was somehow different
from fear.
controls every last drop of oil on earth.
This is why I’ve started a blog called
Part of this has to do with Iran’s desire,
which was Iraq’s desire at one point, to sell NoIranAttack.blogspot.com. I hope others will
oil valued in Euros rather than dollars. Why be a part of this effort. Anyone who wishes
doesn’t Western Europe (the governments, to keep eyes and ears open about all things
I mean) get that? Or would all of this some- concerning the increasing tensions between
how beneﬁt Europe’s currency? Someone the US and Iran, and is inclined towards
writing about it, please send your passion
has to pick up the pieces. Right?
I, for one, am frightened now. Yes, my way at shaysreblog@hotmail.com.
–John Yorks
mainstream media and Bush cohorts – not
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Voices of Veterans
Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW) and Veterans for Peace have become particularly active opposing the ongoing US occupation of Iraq, organizing two marches
for Peace on the 3rd anniversary of the invasion – one from Mobile, AL to New
Orleans and another from Tijuana, Mexico to San Francisco, CA. As Memorial Day
approaches, the PNL Committee reached out to some local vets for their perspectives on the military and the Iraq War. We offer three different pieces below from
local Vets who have diverse views on the military, but all oppose the current war.
And they will make pretty speeches about “either him or me”, and how the evil one
before you is just a nameless weapon of the war. But they do not explain that that
weapon walks and talks and dreams and when you take that life it will remain in your
mind forever more.
–From “Dear Joe” by Michael Dubose

Welcome Home...Thoughts
Thirty Years After My War....
Michael Dubose
When I returned from Viet Nam the second
time, it was in an era when planes often ﬂew
nearly empty,especially late night ﬂights.
I left San Francisco on a plane with not
a dozen people on board. I was the only
military person aboard that ﬂight, and a
few rows up was a woman near my age with
a little girl about the same age as mine...
still a toddler. I left for Viet Nam the ﬁrst
time before she was 3 months old.
It was a different world back then,
for everyone. Once the seat belt sign was
off, little people played in the aisles and
crawled around on all the empty seats – a
ﬂying playground. It was nice to be out
of the airport and the constant derision of
protesters convinced that we were somehow enjoying the war, or prolonging it, or
too afraid to ﬁght it, or so stoned that we
haphazardly and freely took life anywhere
it suited us. The ﬂight attendants would
visit with people, drinks were on the house,
and it seemed like it should be a very good
way to spend the night ﬂying back to North
Carolina. A cold beer, and a thought I was
leaving it all behind me – the war, the
Michael spent 23 years in the USCG, enlisting in 1966, receiving his ﬁrst commission
in 1977 and retiring in 1989. He served
two tours in Viet Nam at a station north of
Hue, in I Corps. Part of its purpose was
to locate the positions for bombing in Viet
Nam and Laos.
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anti-war people, the pro-war people. Oh
yeah, they were in the Associated Press as
well with the same rude, inane questions
they ask today: “How many of those godless reds did you kill...I’m on your side, I
wanted to go, but...I (insert lame excuse
here) ...got any souvenirs off those dead
(insert applicable racial slur here).” I was
sick to death of the war, of being frightened, of not knowing WHO would be the
next ‘friendly’ that would try to take my
life. People wanted afﬁrmation from you
that THEIR view was right, and heaven
help you if you disagreed with any one of
them. We were wrong at every turn, even
when we were right, because to be right
we had to tell stories of death and mayhem
and horror that the supporters wanted to
hear. If we refused, we must have spent
the time stoned, or “rode a desk, huh?”or
“never got into the real war”.
But on that plane that night, I felt it
might be all right this trip. I thought I could
get home without further denigration. All
that faded into a nightmare as the little one
with a binkey in her mouth grabbed my
arm and tried to touch the pretty ribbons
on my coat. I smiled and said something in
advanced baby-talk, and that was when the
world came crashing in on me. The mother
snatched her away so fast that I thought I
might ﬁnd an empty diaper sitting there on
the ﬂoor. “Never EVER go near people in
those kinds of clothes...they hurt....” and
I shut out the rest of her comments. The
nice ﬂight attendant, paged by the woman,

Michael as a young soldier in 1970.

tried to be kind as she asked me to follow
her to another seat, so the woman could
enjoy her ﬂight. I think that marked the end
of feeling for me. Not whatever horror I
had lived through, not the harassment and
ugly names of the massed protesters. No, a
quiet comment by a mother that felt I was
a threat to a child. My heart broke in pieces
that night, but I never shed a tear. Because
when it broke, my capacity for feeling
died. It was more hurtful than seeing the
sickness and ugliness of the war.
Thanks America for the lovely welcome home. I wonder, how long before,
rather than admit that there was no reason
for this war, you begin to blame this generation of service members for losing the
war. Blame them for killing too many or
not killing enough. How long before you,
America, decide these people coming
home with post-traumatic stress disorder
are a threat to you? Oh, never? Really?
Well, how many of you have asked your
elected representatives to oppose the
administration’s request* for VA records
of those with mental troubles. It seems the
“public” that is so supportive of the troops
does not want to be on an airplane with
one that may have been traumatized to that
degree. How many people support that idea
while sticking another little yellow “Support
the Troops” magnet on their car?

continued on page 8 bottom

Iraq Veterans Against the War
Local Veteran Dave Lester participated in
IVAW’s march with Katrina survivors to
call for reconstruction in Iraq and the Gulf
Coast, and is active with the CNY IVAW
chapter. Below is some basic information
about IVAW. To get involved, contact Dave
at Greens_Arise@yahoo.co.uk

to DC march, a protest of the
war in Iraq and a memorial
to the fallen soldiers. After
that, contacts were made
with the other co-founders
until the decision to ofﬁcially
launch was made.

What are the main objectives of Iraq
Veterans Against the war?
The main objectives of IVAW are threefold.
They are:
1. Bring the troops home now.
2. Support Iraqi reconstruction in whatever
way possible.
3. Support our veterans and our troops
now and upon their return home.

Who is eligible to join?
We welcome anybody who
has served in the military
(active duty, national guard,
and reservists) since September 11, 2001. This includes
anybody who has served in Iraq Veterans led a march from Mobile, AL to New Orleans in
Operation Enduring Free- solidarity with Katrina Survivors in March, calling for an end to
dom and Operation Iraqi the occupation and reconstruction for Iraq and the Gulf Coast.
Freedom. Military members Photo: Diane Greenlent, dianegreenlent.com
who are currently serving
We include these people in our ranks becan be guaranteed conﬁdentiality.
cause of how the war in Iraq was fought
Why do you include members of the military on the premise of being part of the global
who have served prior to the war in Iraq, war on terror.
-Reprinted from www.ivaw.org
dating back to September 11, 2001?

How and when was the group formed?
Iraq Veterans Against the War went public
on July 28, 2004, during the Veterans for
Peace annual convention in Boston, MA. The
groundwork was laid when Mike Hoffman
met Tim Goodrich in March 2004 at the Dover

West Point Graduates Against the War
Three alumni of the United States Military
Academy at West Point have launched a
grassroots movement to convert the disgrace of governmental lies and evasions
about the assault on Iraq into a force to
redeem the honor of their country. Its
website details the case. Falsehoods by
administration ofﬁcials, culminating in
Secretary of State Colin Powell’s presentation to the United Nations on February
5, 2003, catapulted the United States into
a preventive war. This fraudulent war has
done enormous damage to the reputation
and prestige of the United States and its
military forces. Unless remedied this will
prove catastrophic to the country’s interests
over the longer term.
West Point Graduates Against The
War calls on all graduates of the military
academy to speak out against the destruction of the honor of the United States and
the dissipation of the military itself caused
by the deceitful policies of the present
administration.
Instilled by the Cadet Honor System
with a fundamental, longstanding respect
for truth, we graduates of the United States

Military Academy believe that honor is a
basic attribute of character. That we are no
longer cadets is irrelevant. We stand appalled
by the deceitful behavior of the government
of the United States and, in particular, its
widely known malefactors. Lying, cheating, stealing, delivering evasive statements
and quibbling not only has demeaned these
deceivers and the United States of America,
but has placed vast numbers of innocent
people in deadly peril.
The war in Iraq was launched on
lies. It has since killed tens of thousands
of innocents, causing incalculable damage to Iraq and the Iraqi people, as well
as the reputation of the United States of
America.
When we West Point graduates took
our commissioning oath of ofﬁce one past
June morning, we swore to protect our
nation against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. The deceitful connivances of the
current administration have resulted in a
war catastrophic to our nation’s interests:
politically, economically, militarily, and
morally. We now stand to protect our nation from these deceivers.

We seek justice for all victims of this
illegal war, both servicemen and servicewomen, and the citizens of Iraq.
“We are a positive organization, promilitary and pro-USA,” notes James Ryan,
one of the founders. “Let no one question
our loyalty, we take this step humbly and
seriously. We say with Eisenhower ‘Here
in America we are descended in blood and
in spirit from revolutionists and rebels
– men and women who dare to dissent from
accepted doctrine. As their heirs, may we
never confuse honest dissent with disloyal
subversion.’”
The three founding members, James
Ryan, Bill Cross, and Joseph Wojcik graduated from West Point in 1962, and have
been close friends since 1958, their ﬁrst
year as cadets. To help support its case,
the organization cites the statements of
earlier graduates of West Point, in particular
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th president of the
United States. “When people speak to you
about a preventive war,” said Eisenhower,
“you tell them to go and ﬁght it. After my
experience, I have come to hate war.”
-Bill Cross, Syracuse
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Why Wal-mart?
Elisha Peck
Did you know?
• Wal-Mart is the largest private employer in the US. Only the US government
employs more people. 1.7 million people
are considered associates in 5,170 stores
worldwide. 1.3 million of these employees
work in 3,600 US stores.
• The average wage for a full-time associate is $10.17 an hour according to the
New York State fact page.
• According to the Wal-Mart Watch
website a full-time employee works 34
hours a week, which is an annual salary
of $17,000 – below the national average
for retail.
• According to the Wal-Mart facts website,
“Wal-Mart does not encourage our associates to apply for public assistance.” Former
managers of Wal-Mart say that employees
are encouraged to take advantage of public health care such as Medicaid (Sylvia
Chase/PBS).
Elisha, an SPC intern, is about to graduate
from Le Moyne College.

Welcome / continued from page 6
On the last plane trip I took, a young
soldier was asked to stand and receive the
accolades and “thank you’s” of a planeload
of people. Whistles, shouts, applause, back
slapping. No, it was not jealousy I felt inside.
It was sadness for him. Was he struggling
with the right or wrong of the war? These
soldiers come home with the same questions we did, and though the appreciation
is deserved, it is time for a little more
compassion and less waving of a bloody
ﬂag where they are concerned. I was asked
not long ago what I would have wanted to
hear from someone I did not know when I
came home from Vietnam. And I wonder
if it is what they would want to hear: “I
am glad you are safely home.”
Whether it is or not, I only write this
to ask that everyone be more sensitive and
caring about these people now coming home
from this incarnation of Viet Nam. Please,
do not ask “Did you kill anybody?”. I can
think of no question more rude or uncaring, yet even now I am asked that, more
than thirty years after Viet Nam.Do not
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• Wal-Mart employees were
eligible for $2.5 billion in federal
assistance (paid for by American
taxpayers) in 2004 (Harper’s
Magazine, March 2005).
• Wal-Mart acknowledged that
46% of the children of employees
are uninsured or on Medicaid
(Susan Chambers, Wal-Mart’s
executive vice president for
beneﬁts).

Walmart in poor countries
• The company also operates in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Germany, Guatemala, Honduras,
Japan, México, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico,
South Korea and the United Kingdom.
• Wal-Mart doesn’t have to pay workers as much and targets low economies.
Countries such as El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexio and Nicaragua are all
extremely poor. According to the CIA
World Factbook 36% of people from El
Salvador are below poverty line, 50% below
the poverty line in Nicaragua, 40% below
in Mexico, 53% below in Honduras, and
75% below poverty in Guatemala (www.

cia.gov).

Wal-Mart opposes public education
According to the National Education Association:
• The late John Walton was the biggest
contributor to the anti-public education
movement, which provided tens of millions
of dollars to support it.
• Since 1998, the Walton Family Foundation has given more than $100 million to
private organizations that ﬁnance vouchers
to private schools, undermine support for

Walmart / continued on page 13

ask “What will you do ﬁrst
now that you are home?”,
because you’re asking them
to prioritize people in their
lives. If you care, let them
know you are thankful they
are home, and be there to
hear them if they want to
talk. And I think now, more
importantly than ever, be
not embarrassed for them
or run and hide from them
if they cry...because I assure
you, many are crying on the
with Sam Hamill, founder of Poets Against War, at an SPCinside anyway. What harm Michael
sponsored poetry reading in Syracuse last spring.
is there to allow them that? Photo: Betty Dubose
They are human, and no
matter how much training
*The Transportation Security Administration
they have had, that remains. Allow them is looking for contractors to add a number of
to retain that humanity, and think before new databases for screening passengers and
airport workers.The TSA primarily wants to
you ask them a question.
scour the ﬁles of the Defense Department
I will tell you this. That long after, and and the Veterans Administration for “mental
I am not speaking for all Viet Nam vets, do defectives.”According to a 2004 Government
Ofﬁce study, about 15 percent
not thank me for my service to the country. Accountability
of the soldiers coming home from the intense
If you want to thank me, do not ask me if guerrilla wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are likely
to be afﬂicted with “combat fatigue.”
I killed anyone.

Equality, Or Not: The Plight of Immigrants
David Bacon
This article originally appeared on www.
znet.org
Equality has become an unmentionable
word in Congress.
It doesn’t appear even once in the 300page omnibus immigration bill introduced
[in March] by Senator Arlen Specter, nor
in any of the others Congress is considering. They all deny equality to millions of
people. In the testimony before the Senate
Judiciary Committee, which Specter chairs,
no one even dares to advocate it.

Is this what we stand for?
The assumption that reinforcing social
inequality is a good idea deﬁnes the basic
difference in direction between those in
Washington, like Specter, urging new
immigration restrictions, and those who
want to stop them.
Sheila Jackson Lee, Houston’s African
American Congresswoman, calls immigration “the civil rights struggle of our
time.” Immigrants crossing borders, she
says, want the same thing sought by Black
people trying to recover from slavery and
Jim Crow – equal rights, to really belong
to the communities where they live, and
economic opportunity for their families.
Yet Congress is divided between the
supposed “conservatives” who want to stop
immigration and turn the undocumented
into criminals, and the “liberals” who want
to give employers new guest worker programs. Both proposals will cause immense
suffering, and beneﬁt only a tiny elite.
There is an alternative, in the best
traditions of our country – the expansion
of rights for all people.
To Linda Chavez Thompson, executive
vice-president of the AFL-CIO, guest worker
programs are like the old south’s Jim Crow
strictures. “There is absolutely no good
reason,” she says, “why any immigrant who
comes to this country prepared to work,
to pay taxes, and to abide by our laws and
rules should be relegated to a repressive,
second-class guest worker status.”
David Bacon is a California photojournalist who documents labor, migration and
globalization. He can be found online at:
http://dbacon.igc.org

If you want to live
here, speak English,
the language of my
ancestors who conquered
these lands to forge this
nation. You must forget
your culture and adapt
to mine. Assimilate
or get out.

Specter’s bill (which President Bush
supports) treats migrants as people completely separate from the community
surrounding them. In 1954 the Supreme
Court found that such forcible separation
bred inequality.
Some ten to twelve million people,
according to the Pew Hispanic Trust, now
live in the United States without proper immigration documents. Poverty and global
inequality, produced largely by current
free trade policies, have already displaced
170 million people from their countries of
origin, according to Geneva-based Migrant
Rights International. With no change in
those policies, people will continue to
cross borders.
For the undocumented already here,
the bill holds no promise of rights and
equal status. Instead, it requires them to
report to immigration authorities, and
apply for work permits. If approved, they
get no visa or even formal permission to
stay in the country, much less any prospect
of obtaining citizenship in the future. If
they become unemployed, they will be
deported, regardless of the roots they and
their families have planted.
For those migrants yet to come, the bill
draws an even harsher line. Corporations and
labor contractors see them as a convenient
source of low-wage labor. Specter’s bill
will let them recruit immigrants to work
in the US for three years, renewable for
another three.

After that, they must leave
Almost all the bills in Congress increase
penalties for working without papers, to
ensure that the undocumented sign up as
contract laborers, and that temporary migrants don’t simply walk away from these
new bracero programs. Social Security
inspectors, abandoning their historic mission
of ensuring that people receive pension and
disability beneﬁts, will become the work-

Pardon?
Sorry, I don’t
understand the
language you’re
speaking.
Where is my
phrasebook for
Racist Bullshit?

place police, requiring every US employee
to carry a national work permit.
But history shows that making work a
crime doesn’t create employment for anyone,
although it does weaken unions and lower
wages. Nebraska’s huge Operation Vanguard
workplace enforcement operation in 1998,
for instance, didn’t produce a single job
for citizens or legal residents.
Specter’s bill will provide companies a
seamless transition from an undocumented
workforce to workers on temporary visas,
facing certain termination and deportation. But it won’t give workers a way to
become full members of the communities
they live in.
These ideas bear the ﬁngerprints of
the Bush administration, which proposed
the same basic scheme in January. Their
main promoter since 1998 has been the
Essential Worker Immigration Coalition,
which includes 43 of the largest corporate
industry associations in the US, including
Wal-Mart, Tyson Foods and other large
employers of immigrant labor. As the
President so often puts it, the idea is to
connect willing employers with willing
employees.
For two years, a few unions and Washington DC lobby groups have hoped that
a milder guest worker and enforcement
regime might be attached to a promise of
legal status for the undocumented. Their
proposal, sponsored by Senators John
McCain and Edward Kennedy, has stalled,
however, as Congressional Republicans
line up behind Specter and Bush.
In the new Change to Win union federation, two unions still support the basic
guest worker/legalization tradeoff – the
Service Employees and UNITE-HERE,
the union for hotel and clothing workers. Two other unions in the federation,
however, have spoken out against it – the

continued on next page
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Equality / continued from page 9
Teamsters and the United Food and Commercial Workers.
In a recent letter to the New York Times,
UFCW President Joe Hansen cautioned that
“historically, guest worker programs have
led to worker mistreatment. There’s every
reason to believe that an expanded guest
worker program would lead to increased
worker abuse at a time when the current
climate is to relax, if not outright ignore,
labor protections in many workplaces.”
For the UFCW, “a constructive immigration policy would respect and provide
a legalization process for the millions of
immigrant workers already contributing to
our economy and society, while protecting wages and workplace protections for
all workers.”
Meanwhile, other unions in the AFLCIO have become the most vocal critics of
Congress’ proposed reforms. Comparing the
Specter bill to the reviled bracero program
of the 1940s and ’50s, Chavez-Thompson
calls for “a more just and democratic immigration system that protects the interests of
all workers-immigrants and US-born alike.”
Reform proposals, she says, must provide
a clear path to permanent residency, and
enforcement of workplace standards.
“We certainly don’t need more programs that see immigrants just as cheap
labor,” says Cathi Tactaquin, director of
the National Network for Immigrant and
Refugee Rights, “that segregate them and
treat them as less than equal. Congress
isn’t offering real protection for native or
foreign born workers – just a lot of tough
talk and guest worker programs.”
Chavez Thompson warns that Congress’ current direction will produce “an
undemocratic, two-tiered society. We
should embrace [immigrant] workers not
as ‘guests’ but as full members of society
– as permanent residents with full rights
and full mobility.”
The choice between second-class status
and equality has always been the fault line in
US racial, labor and immigration policies.
It still is.

84%

A spirited march for Immigrant Rights leaves the Spanish Action League en route to the Syracuse
Federal Building, April 22, 2006. “No Human Being is Illegal” was the theme. Poster inset right was
created by artist Becky Johnson who is again bidding Syracuse farewell. Photo: Andy Mager

The Other Main Immigration Bills in Congress
HR 4437: Introduced in December
2005 by Ohio Congressman F. James
Sensenbrenner, this bill would make
undocumented status a felony, as well
as any action by another person (nurses,
teachers, religious leaders, etc.) to assist
an undocumented immigrant. It would
build a wall along 700 miles of the US/
Mexico border and increase enforcement
of employer sanctions.
It has no guest worker or legalization
provision. It would require the immediate
detention and deportation of any undocumented person.

Comprehensive Enforcement and Immigration Control Act: Introduced in
July 2005 by Sens. John Cornyn and Jon
Kyl, this bill would allow corporations to
recruit workers under 2-year temporary
visas. It would allow undocumented
workers to qualify for temporary visas
also, but they would have to leave the
country to apply, and then again after
ﬁve years. Ten thousand new immigration agents would enforce the prohibition
on undocumented immigrants holding
jobs, and prisons would be built to house
10,000 deportees.

HR 2330: Introduced by Sens. John McCain
and Edward Kennedy, this “bipartisan” bill
would allow employers to recruit 400,000
guest workers under temporary visas every
year. Undocumented immigrants could also
get temporary visas. Both would be able
to apply for legal status after four and six
years, respectively. The bill would increase
enforcement of employer sanctions, including sanctions by Social Security and the
Department of Labor, and increase border
enforcement as well. It would make it easier
for immigrants to reunite their families.

HR 2092: Introduced last spring by Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, this bill
takes a radically different approach from all
others. It has no guest worker provision. It
grants legal status to anyone living in the
United States for ﬁve years from the date
of passage. It enforces protections for the
rights of migrants. It requires that fees paid
by those applying for legal status be used
for job training and creation programs in
communities with high unemployment. It
makes it easier for immigrants to reunite
their families.

of Iraq’s institutions of higher education
have been burnt, looted or destroyed
p://www.defenselink.mil/news/casualty.
pdf
during the US invasion and occupation.
www.brusselstribunal.org/Academics.htm
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“A Few Years of History”:

Onondaga Land Rights Series Looks to the Past
Ellen Edgerton
“We’re going to cover a few years of history,” joked Onondaga Chief Irving Powless
Jr. to an audience of about 350 gathered at
Syracuse Stage on April 11. He and Robert
W. Venables, author and senior lecturer
in Cornell University’s American Indian
Studies Program, took on the daunting task
of compressing centuries of European,
US and Native American relations into an
enlightening and emotional presentation.
Theirs was the third presentation in the
year-long educational series “Onondaga
Land Rights and Our Common Future.”
Powless, who is a member of the Onondaga Nation Beaver Clan and has been
an Onondaga leader for more than 35 years,
began the evening by recounting the ﬁrst
meeting between himself and Venables
over three decades ago. He admitted that
initially the two of them disagreed over the
true details of the Haudenosaunee-European
historical relationship, a history which in
Haudenosaunee culture has been passed
down through oral tradition not recognized
by the educational establishment.
Venables said that his initial meetings
with Powless challenged his world view,
and changed what he thought he knew
about early European history in North
America. In his search for conﬁrmation
of the oral history he had learned from
Powless, Venables examined previously
ignored British documents on their dealing with Native Americans in the colonies.
After two centuries, Venables was the ﬁrst
scholar to seek and ﬁnd conﬁrmation of
Haudenosaunee oral history in 18th-century
European accounts.
“If we haven’t read these papers, what
else haven’t we read?” Venables asked. He
noted that in European and American courts,
“oral testimony doesn’t count unless backed
up with documentary evidence – written by
white people. But there has always been a
minority of white people who understand
what is right rather than what is expedient.”
Venables listed crucial dates in the history of Haudenosaunee-European relations: from1142 – the founding of the
Ellen is a communications assistant at Syracuse University and a member of Neighbors
of the Onondaga Nation (NOON).

Haudenosaunee confederacy; to 1524 – the
arrival of smallpox in
Haudenosaunee territory (brought to the
New World by Spanish conquistadors); to
1613 – the ﬁrst major
peace treaty between
the Haudenosaunee
and Europeans, the
Two Row Wampum
agreement with the
Dutch settlers of the
Hudson and Mohawk
Valleys.
Powless described
how Mohawks, guard- Chief Irving Powless, Jr. (bottom center) invited other Haudenosaunee
ians of the Haudeno- people to join him onstage at the end of his presentation with Robert W.
Venables. Photo: Kent Lyons
saunee confederacy’s
eastern door, observed the arrival of brutal attack against Onondaga villages.
the Dutch settlers, and reported back to Later that summer, Haudenosaunee nations
the other Haudenosaunee nations. “We further west were deliberately driven from
wondered who they were and what they their lands during the Sullivan-Clinton
were doing in our house,” he said. “But Expedition. Powless noted that since that
we laid down conditions: we agreed that year, all presidents of the United States have
we would co-exist and respect each other carried the name Honedagyus, or “Town
as people” – not as “father and son,” as Destroyer,” among the Haudenosaunee, even
the Dutch proposed, but as “brothers.” after the Treaty of Canandaigua between
Powless held up a copy of the Two Row the Haudenosaunee and the United States
Wampum that the Haudenosaunee created was signed in 1794. This treaty afﬁrmed
to record the agreement, and explained Haudenosaunee land rights in New York
the belt’s symbolism and signiﬁcance. State.
The agreement was meant to last forever,
In a powerful close to the evening,
Powless said, “as long as the grass is green, Powless asked Haudenosaunee people in
and the sun rises in the east and sets in the the audience to join him onstage, while
west – as it still does this evening.”
asking everyone else to crowd into the
Following the Two Row Wampum front four rows of the auditorium. He
Treaty, other signiﬁcant treaties followed, wanted to give the non-Haudenosaunee in
including the Covenant Chain Friendship the audience a glimmer of understanding
Treaty with the British in 1677, and the of what it was like for the Haudenosaunee
Fort Stanwix Treaty of 1768 which ﬁxed to be conﬁned to small reservations and
the western boundary of New York State at pressured to give up their language and
Rome to, in the words of colonial leaders, culture. He also reminded the audience that
“preserve peace with the native people.” they could learn valuable modern lessons
Venables discussed the stresses on Native from history, citing local eminent domain
American culture brought about by the cases and the current controversy over
European settlers’ desire for furs and other immigration. He drew a parallel between
natural resources, which forced the various the past lack of respect for Haudenosaunee
native peoples into wartime alliances with treaties and possible future erosion of the
different European powers. Moving on to US Constitution.
the American Revolution, Venables called
“They say our treaties [with the US] are
particular attention to the most tragic date 200 years old. So is the Constitution,” Powin Onondaga history – April 20, 1779, when less warned the audience. “If they throw that
American Col. Goose Van Schaick led a away, you’re going to be in trouble.”
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100%
of the co-op’s
electricity is green

618 Kensington Rd
off Westcott Street
Between Euclid & Broad
Open 7 days
9 to 9

472.1385

Art Against War
Few know that April 26 is the anniversary
of the bombing of Guernica, Spain. That
bombing by the Germans (at Generalissmo
Franco’s request) was the ﬁrst international
non-military target in modern aerial warfare – a civilian population was bombed
to demoralize the enemy. The painting by
Pablo Picasso is modern art’s most powerful antiwar statement.
A brutal civil war ravaged Spain. Forces
loyal to the newly elected government were
under attack by Franco’s fascist coup. Franco
promised prosperity and stability but delivered only death and destruction. On April
26, 1937, unprecedented atrocities were
perpetrated against the civilian population
of a little Basque village in northern Spain.
Guernica burned for three days, and 1600
civilians were killed or wounded.
By May 1, news of the massacre at
Guernica reached Paris, where more than
a million protesters ﬂooded the streets to
voice their outrage in the largest May Day
demonstration the city had ever seen. Appalled and enraged, Picasso sketched the
ﬁrst images for a mural. In this painting
Picasso created a poignant monument against
barbarian aggressive force; it constitutes a
warning to mankind against the implications
of unleashing the forces of darkness.

History
proved Picasso
right: Warsaw,
Rotterdam, Coventry, Smolensk
and Hiroshima are
stations along the
road that began at
Guernica. Despite
US rhetoric about SPC’s brand new mobile Guernica mural. Photo: Carol Baum
“liberating” the
Iraqi people, the US air war is responsible “mobile” Guernica mural for use at SPC
for the majority of Iraqi civilian deaths.
events and demonstrations. It has already
When US Secretary of State Colin been put to good use, displayed outside
Powell spoke to the United Nations on Peace Action’s town hall meeting on the
February 5, 2003 to pressure the Security Iraq War on April 20 and at Columbus
Council to approve military action against Circle (downtown Syracuse) on April 26.
Iraq, a reproduction of Guernica was Many thanks to all those who donated funds,
hanging outside the ofﬁces. New York painting space, transportation, talent and
Newsday reported that, “Diplomats at the advice: Gary Bonaparte, Charlie Crafts,
United Nations, speaking on condition they Lisa Denard, Jessica Maxwell, Kim McCoy,
not be named, have been quoted in recent Shirley Novak, Ian Walsh, Jon Wilson, Dave
days telling journalists that they believe Witanowski, and of course, to Rose.
the United States leaned on UN ofﬁcials
If you would like to borrow SPC’s
to cover the tapestry…” The image was Guernica for an event or to display, contact
covered during Colin Powell’s meeting us, and we can provide informational ﬂyers
with the UN Security Council – a testament to accompany it. To connect with SPC’s
to the power of Guernica.
“Creative Team” to implement similar
Local artist and activist Rose Viviano ideas, contact Jessica at SPC.
recently coordinated an effort to create a
- Jessica Maxwell

Walmart / continued from page 8
public education, and are intended to increase political pressure
for publicly funded vouchers (Mediatransparency.org).
Why not donate to public schools? And why do our communities give subsidies to a company that is not supportive of
educating the middle to lower class. What about families that
can’t afford private schooling? Wal-Mart pays its workers below
poverty level so they aren’t able to afford better schooling.

Sucking Taxpayers dry
•

A Congressional report estimates that every 200-employee

where kids love to learn

1103 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 475-6453
www.newschool-syr.org

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program
“The New School is small enough to provide personal
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning
activities. It’s great to have young and old children
interacting and learning from each other in this unique
school that both challenges and comforts.”
-Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi
Now Accepting Applications For Fall

Wal-Mart store costs federal taxpayers $420,750 a year: $36,000
for free and reduced school lunches; $42,000 for housing assistance;
$125,000 for federal tax credits and deductions for low-income
families; $100,000 for Title 1; $108,000 for the federal share of
state children’s health program costs; $9,750 for low income
energy assistance (Committee on Education and the Workforce
Democratic Staff, House of Representatives, 2/16/04).

Wal-Mart Shuts Down Unions
• According to the Wal-Mart website: “At Wal-Mart, we respect
the individual rights of our associates and encourage them to
express their ideas, comments and concerns. Because we believe
in maintaining an environment of open communications, we do
not believe there is a need for third-party representation.”
• When Wal-Mart learns about a union organizing, a team is
sent in from its corporate headquarters in Bentonville.
Whether you shop at Wal-Mart or not, we can all demand changes
from this company. Interested in making a difference?
Recently, Mayor Driscoll declared that he is interested in inviting Wal-Mart into the south side of Syracuse. Southside Community groups are organizing to oppose this decision. Contact
Khalid Bey, Southside Community Coalition at 315-516-1312.
For more information, see: www.walmartfacts.com, www.
walmartwatch.com
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First Unitarian Universalist
Society of Syracuse


109 Waring Road, Syracuse, NY, 13224
(315) 446-5940, firstuu@twcny.rr.com

Fair World
Marketplace
Spring is coming…...



Celebrate
The Rich Diversity of Life
Work for
Peace, Liberty & Justice for All





Come see our
unique, hand made,
fairly traded spring
arrivals!
Gifts for
every
occasion

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt
corner with Erie Blvd — 446-0326
www.FairWorldMarketplace.com

Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are
Invest your money in companies building the
kind of future you value. You have the option of
choosing companies that demonstrate corporate
responsibility.

Hansen’s Financial Services

The
Sagacious
Investor

TM

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066
315-637-5153
800-318-9780
Email: sue@hansensﬁnancial.com
Web: hansensﬁnancial.com

Susan S. Hansen
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CFP,CLU

POETRY PEACE VIGIL

“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”
– Sam Hamill
If you’ve been moved by this unjust
war to write a poem, please consider
submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.
com, or mail to SPC. Work on themes
of war, the war economy, oppression
and political injustice, and/or which
celebrates more positive hopes and
visions, will be considered.

Answers from the Man
Who Tried to Cook an Egg
Over the Eternal Flame in Paris
That flame burning for them
can’t mask the stench
we shared. These days
of creak and recline my eyes
roll back to bloodstorms and soiled
fatigues. Edges
of calm breeding
practical jokes,
irreverence necessary

Don’t Miss the
Bus for Cuba
Friendshipment Caravan
to Cuba to pass through
Syracuse
IFCO/Pastors for Peace is
recruiting participants for
their 17th Friendshipment
Caravan to Cuba.
Pastors for Peace is working for a people-to-people foreign
policy based on ending the US government’s travel ban and
immoral blockade of Cuba.
The Caravan will begin traveling on 14 different routes on
June 17. One of them will pass through Syracuse on June 21
and give a public talk at May Memorial Unitarian Universalist
Society (3800 E. Genesee St.), time TBA.
The 14 routes will converge in Texas and cross the border
on July 6-7. They will be in Cuba from July 8-15, delivering 60
tons of humanitarian aid for the Cuban people.
Pastors for Peace welcomes the participation of anyone
interested in ending the blockade of Cuba and promoting better
relations between the United States and Cuba. If you or anyone
you know might be interested in traveling to Cuba with the
Caravan you may call Douglas Igelsrud, 315-471-5749.
For more information contact IFCO/Pastors for Peace at 212203-9904 or p4p@igc.org or visit: www.pastorsforpeace.org
–Doug Igelsrud

as K rations.
Boiling an egg
over The Flame,
I hear them whistling—

Letter to the

men I haven’t touched
in fifty years. Cracking
smiles wide as the Arc,
belly-laughing, dog tags
jingling like a bell
choir. “Why not, doesn’t
the fire belong to us?”
says Mac. Joey wants me to try
a sausage on a stick
or a can of SPAM and I think
about a discharge paper,
a finger, a hand.
Marjorie Manwaring is a writer and editor living in Seattle.
Her poem Magician’s Assistant appears in this year’s Syracuse
Cultural Workers Women Artists Datebook. This poem was
previously published on the Poets Against the War and Voices in
Wartime websites.

Dear Syracuse Peace Council:
Just wanted to take this opportunity to thank the Syracuse Peace
Council and your fellow organizers for the Onondaga Land
Rights series. After attending the ﬁrst two events, my plans are
to try to attend each one, schedule permitting.
This series has proven to be among the most meaningful,
eye-opening and beneﬁcial series for me personally, and far
surpasses any formal educational instruction, on any topic, in
my life.
With this program the Syracuse Peace Council enhances
its credibility, by going beyond the political rhetoric of peace,
bringing serious, long-lasting leadership to help to plant fertile
seeds of peace that have the potential to bear fruit long after
you and me have passed.
This series enriches, on a personal level, on a community
level and macro level, as well. Thanks again.
- Walt Rath
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Military Alternatives Education
Project Meeting. 3:30 pm, 2013
E. Genesee St., 472-5478.
REMEMBER:
Online calendars are
at www.peacecouncil.
net, including a community calendar that allows
you to enter events.

7

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s Ch,
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

Redhouse Film - Maya Lin: A
Strong Clear Vision. The Redhouse, 201 South West St. 7:00 pm
http://www.theredhouse.org/

14

CNY SOA Abolitionists and Caribbean Latin America Coalition
Joint monthly potluck meeting, 4-7
pm. Brady Faith Center, 404 South
Ave. 478-4571.

8
SPC Study group, 7-8:30 pm,
Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid
Ave, Carol 472-5478.

15
SPC Volunteer Orientation, 78:30 pm, SPC ofﬁce, 924 Burnet
Ave. Learn about the many ways to
get involved. andy@peacecouncil.
net or 472-5478.

Mother’s Day Wildﬂower Walk,
2 pm, Clark Reservation State Syracuse United Neighbors, WestPark, Jamesville. $6 parking fee side Coalition, 7pm, Brown Memorial,
228 Davis St.
per vehicle, 446-0263.

21

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass: St. Andrew’s Ch.,
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.
Fifth Annual Solidarity Supper.
Building a Workers’ Rights Center.
5:30 pm, Holiday Inn, electronics
Pkwy, Liverpool. CNY Labor-Religion Coalition, 431-4040. RSVP by
May 8. $60/person.

28

22
Greater Syracuse Progressive
Coalition Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY
Labor Fed., 404 Oak St. Andy
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. S. Geddes and W. Genesee St., Syracuse. 472-5478.

3
Support Peace Protesters at
city court hearing, 2pm, City
Court, 505 S. State Street (before
Judge Young), Jess 472-5478,
jessica@peacecouncil.net

EVERY OTHER TUES: Partnership
for Onondaga Creek Meetings, 6
pm, Brady Faith, Aggie 478-4571. EVERY WED: Community Choir
Rehearsal, 7:30 pm, Westcott
Call to conﬁrm time and place.
Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave,
478-8634.
Help Revitalize Onondaga Creek!
Onondaga Creek Community Forum, 5:30 pm City Hall Commons,
201 East Washington St. www.esf.
edu/onondagacreek/
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt) 472-5478.
Neighbors of the Onondaga
SUN Southside Coalition, 7 pm, Nation Reading Group, ﬁrst
Payton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. meeting, 7 pm, Westcott Day
Hab Center, 522 Westcott St.
Redhouse Film - Maya Lin: A Reading American Indian HisStrong Clear Vision. The Red- tory: Five Centuries of Conﬂict
house, 201 South West St. 7:00 pm and Coexistence by Robert W.
http://www.theredhouse.org/
Venables. 472-5478.

9

10

16
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Rt. 11 (in front of Northern Lights Shopping Center,
Mattydale) 472-5478.
Redhouse Film - Maya Lin: A
Strong Clear Vision The Redhouse, 201 South West St. 7:00 pm
http://www.theredhouse.org/

23

17

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood
Association, 6:30 pm, Mundy Library,
1204 S Geddes St.
Nonviolent Futures Career
Fair, 11-1pm, Nottingham High
School, SPC, 472-5478.

24

THURS

4

29

5

SUN Southwest Action Committee, EVERY FRI IN MAY: Citizens
7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South Ave. Tribunal on Iraq. 5:30-6pm. Time
Warner Cable Ch. 98. Part of the
EVERY THURS: Womens' Voices St. Pat's 4 Trial.
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8pm.

11

12

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
10 pm.Time Warner Ch. 98. People
for Animal Rights.

19

20

Hands off Cuba and Venezuela
March, Washington D.C. Carpooling information contact: Kathy
gavagai05@yahoo.com

SPC Monthly Program: Civil
Liberties and National Security:
An Update, 7-8:30 Westcott Community Center, 472-5478.

Beyond Boundaries Art Auction. Community Folk Art Center.
442-2230.

Help Revitalize Onondaga Creek!
Onondaga Creek Community Forum,
7pm; Lafayette Community Center,
2508 Route 11, www.esf.edu/onondagacreek/

31

1 JUNE

or meeting, call 472-5478
or send the info to SPC at
pnl@peacecouncil.net

EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner
Cable Channel 98, 9-11am.

Bikes 4 Peace volunteer training, 3-6 pm, Westcott Community Center. Basic repair skills
and tips for working with youth,
Jessica 472-5478.

Parent Senator Conference, 7-9
pm, Syracuse City School, www.citizenactionny.org, 315-435-2480.

25

6

13

SPC Steering Committee
Meeting, 7-9 pm, SPC Ofﬁce,
924 Burnet Ave, 472-5478, open
to SPC supporters.

18

SAT

SPC Spring Cleaning: 10 am3 pm. 924 Burnet Ave. Come
help clean & straighten inside
and outside. Lunch provided.
472-5478.

Film: Blue Collar and Buddha,
Reel World Screenings. 2 & 7 pm.
Onondaga Community College,
Storer Auditorium.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting, 7:30 pm, EVERYWED: Open Figure Drawing.
PNL Mailing Party, 4-6:30pm,
1st UU Church, 250 Waring Rd.
7-10pm.Westcott Community Center,
SPC, 924 Burnet Ave, 472-5478.
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45Monthly Vigil Against Death
Bikes 4 Peace free bike clinic
5:30pm. Rt. 20 (Albany St) and
Penalty: Noon. Columbus Circle.
for youth, 5-7pm, at Lexington
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia).
Bill Cuddy 474-7437.
Park (Lexington Ave & E Genesee
EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Street), 472-5478.
Westcott Community Center, 826
Media That Matters Film Fest,
Euclid Ave. 6-8pm. Steve, 47816 short ﬁlms. 7-9pm, Westcott
SPC Study Group on the US
8634. Free.
CC, 826 Euclid Ave, 478-8634.
Global Agenda. 7-8:30pm, Friends
Free. Co-sponsored by SPC.
Meeting House, 821 Euclid Ave.
Help Revitalize Onondaga Creek!
Carol 472-5478.
Onondaga Creek Community Forum, 7 pm South Presbytery curch
112 West Colvin St www.esf.
EVERY WED: Military & Draft edu/onondagacreek/
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924
5:30pm. S. Salina and East Colvin
Burnet Ave. 472-5478.
(Southside) 472-5478.
SPC Study Group on the US
Global Agenda. 7-8:30pm, Friends EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt DinMeeting House, 821 Euclid Ave. Television by, for & about teens. 8 ner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish
pm. Time Warner Cable Channel Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends
Carol 472-5478.
To list your group’s event
98. 478-UNIT.
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

30

FRI

26

27

SAVE THE DATE

Pax Christi, 9:30am, 208 Slocum
Ave., Dick Keough, 476-0048.

Syracuse Peace Council’s
70th Birthday Celebration
featuring Kathy Kelly. Saturday,
June 10, 6 pm. St. Andrew the
Apostle Church, 124 Alden St.
$10-70 sliding scale. RSVP
472-5478.

Syracuse Peace Council
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WED

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60
Minutes. Time Warner Cable
Channel 98. 8pm. Produced
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

TUES

924 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

30

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

