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Advertising: We welcome paid advertising. See peacecouncil.net/pnl/ads.htm for dimensions and prices. Please
contact us a month in advance.
Calendar: To have an item placed on the PNL calendar,
please by the 15th of the month.

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council
(SPC). The PNL is the newsletter of SPC as well as a forum for articles which discuss
issues of concern to the peace and justice movement. The opinions expressed in the
PNL reﬂect the diversity of opinions within SPC itself.

Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice
organization. It is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contributions
of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence and
exploitation in any form will no longer exist. It challenges the existing unjust
power relationships among nations, among people and between ourselves and the
environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, cooperation and
a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other, nor
can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots.
SPC seeks to make these connections clear. We initiate and support activities that
help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that places human
need above monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people based on
cooperation rather than competition or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect each other. In both,
we are committed to nonviolent means of conﬂict resolution and to a process of
decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.
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Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

Celebrate SPC’s 70 – June 10
th

Come to SPC’s 70th Birthday Celebration on Saturday, June 10 – for good
company, a tasty vegetarian dinner, and a
talk by long-time anti-war activist Kathy
Kelly (see page 5). We’re also fortunate to
have Beth Pyles, who recently helped ﬁll
out the Christian Peacemaker Team after
four other members had been kidnapped.
She will give us an update on the situation in Iraq.
The dinner and program will be at St.
Andrew the Apostle Church (124 Alden
St.) at 6 pm; donation is $10-70 (SPC’s
age), sliding scale with no one refused for
inability to pay. Reservations are strongly
encouraged, as space is limited and we want
to know how many people to cook for.
Childcare is provided by reservation only
(let us know by June 2). You are welcome
to come just for the talk (program begins
at about 7:30).
If you can help, contact Carol.

paid over $603 million for the occupation,
while losing $11 million in federal aid for
desperately needed services.
On Tax Day of 2006, SPC’s Local
Cost of the War Committee kicked off
a campaign to lay bare these outrageous
priorities. Central to the campaign is the
Shared Times, a one-sheet leaﬂet that focuses on a different issue every two weeks.
Our goal is to publish information on how
the war budget affects people locally on
issues such as health care, housing, veterans’ beneﬁts, education, childcare, and
environmental protection.
The ﬁrst issue, Tax Day, showed that
our county tax dollars going to the occupation of Iraq could have provided two
years of health care for every child in the
county. The second issue, Healthcare or
Don’t Care?, revealed that while the Bush
Administration spends over $9 million
an hour occupying Iraq, in 2006-07, $8.5
million will be cut from Central New York
hospitals.
To help distribute leaﬂets or to join the
committee, contact Carol or Jessica.
– John Burdick

Marching to End
the War in Iraq

Rae Kramer as George Bush gives a quarter to
healthcare and millions to the military during
the distribution of the Healthcare or Don’t Care
edition of the Shared Times. Photo: Carol Baum

Local Cost of the War
Campaign Produces the
Shared Times

The occupation of Iraq is forcing poor and
moderate income people in Central New
York to make huge sacriﬁces, with no end
in sight. Since 2003, Onondaga County has

On April 29, the streets of New York City
echoed with the chants, songs and shouts
of at least 350,000 people from across
the US. Mobilized around calls to end
the war in Iraq, to say no to any attack on
Iran, and to support the rights and dignity
of all people, including immigrants and
women, the marchers brought a renewed
urgency to the clear demand for change.
The march featured the largest antiwar
labor contingent in US history.
An energetic group from SPC marched
along the long, crowded expanse of Broadway to Foley Park, where they represented
the Peace Council at the Peace and Justice
Festival.
A sister march of about 30 people took
place in Syracuse that same day. The marchers carried signs and the Guernica mural,
walking from Forman Park to Lexington

continued on next page
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Park, the site of Earth Day festivities.
Thanks to everyone who came out to
march and to those of you who contributed
your solidarity and support.

– Aimee Jurista
PS - Special thanks to Aimee for
organizing the SPC New York City
contingent.

Ningùn Ser Humano Es
Ilegal! No Human Being Is
Illegal!

On Earth Day, SPC joined with La Liga
(Spanish Action League) and myriad other
organizations in the March for Immigrants’
Rights, a demonstration that brought the

This young man came to NYC for the march
from New Jersey. He came with the blessings of
both his parents. Photo: Andy Mager

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Get Informed about
Occupation:
ISRAEL AND PALESTINE
Students from Ithaca report back on their
experiences in Israel and Palestine.
Co-sponsored by the Syracuse Peace
Council and the Outreach Committee
of the Islamic Society of CNY.

Tuesday, June 6
7-8:30 pm

Westcott Community Center

(corner Euclid Ave. and Westcott St.)

Followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE
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SPC / continued from previous page
Park, the site of Earth Day festivities.
Thanks to everyone who came out to
march and to those of you who contributed
your solidarity and support.
– Aimee Jurista
PS - Special thanks to Aimee for organizing
the SPC New York City contingent.

Ningùn Ser Humano Es
Ilegal! No Human Being Is
Illegal!

On Earth Day, SPC joined with La Liga
(Spanish Action League) and myriad other
organizations in the March for Immigrants’
Rights, a demonstration that brought nearly
one hundred people into the streets shouting “Si se puede! Yes, we can!”
Under umbrellas and sloshing through
mud puddles, protestors marched from La
Liga on the Westside, past Fowler High
School, and around the Federal Building,
ending with a rally in Clinton Square with
music and speakers.
The Syracuse march was just one in
a series of mass mobilizations throughout the country bringing attention to the
state-sanctioned oppression of immigrant
workers, and demanding that US policies
address the conﬂicts, poverty, and denial
of human rights that pressure people to
come to the US in the ﬁrst place.

Come to Water, Precious
Water – June 11

On June 11, the Syracuse Community
Choir, in collaboration with the Onondaga
Nation, SPC, Neighbors of the Onondaga
Nation/SPC, and the Partnership for Onondaga Creek, is hosting a concert and
celebration at the Inner Harbor, where
Onondaga Creek meets Onodaga Lake
(see page 7).
The focus is “Water, Precious Water,”
and the day’s events are part of a larger
campaign of “Honoring Water.” We are
inspired by the Onondaga Nation Land
Rights Action, which reminds us of the
preciousness of the environment and the
need for healing. We hope that this celebration/concert will help.
The festival begins at 3 pm, with
creek walks, canoe rides, games, and
other educational activities. The concert
begins at 6 pm.
For more information, see www.peacecouncil.net/water or contact Carol.
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Active Solidarity Group

The White Racism Working Group, formed
after SPC’s February program on racism
in the activist community, has claimed a
new name—Active Solidarity. Things are
ﬁnally rolling after some starts and coughs
and we are now on our way to becoming
a more active and effective part of the
struggle against white supremacy.
We’re planning an intensive fall
study/action group modeled after the
Challenging White Supremacy Workshop
for white activists and organizers (www.
cws.org). We’re also discussing ways to
blend anti-racist consciousness-raising in
the white community with fundraising for
organizations led by people of color.
Check out our ﬁrst event on Thursday,
June 22 at 7 pm at Westcott Community
Center—a screening of Malcolm X. Donations will be collected for the Partnership
for Onondaga Creek, a local organization
challenging institutionalized racism in the
ﬁght for environmental justice on the South
and West sides of Syracuse.

Weekly Peace Outreach
Express your anti-war sentiment every
week, in a different part of the area.

Every Tuesday, 4:45-5:30 pm

• June 6 Teall Ave. and Rt. 690
(Eastside)
• June 13 Adams St. and Rt. 81
(Downtown)
• June 20 E. Genesee St. (Rt. 370/31)
and Syracuse St. (Rt. 48), B’ville
• June 27 Rt. 57 and Vine St., Village
of Liverpool
• WED., July 5 Rt. 695 exit ramp
to W. Genesee St. (Fairmount)
• July 11 Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina
St. (Valley)
• July 18 James Street and Thompson
Rd. (Northside)
• July 25 Geddes St. and W. Genesee
St. (Westside)

Bikes 4 Peace
Summer Schedule

At the Earth Day Festival on April
29, we worked with neighborhood youth to ﬁx seven bikes.
One of the youth (who came
without a bike) was able to earn
a bike that had been donated to
our program by helping us to
repair another child’s bike.
On May 13, we held our ﬁrst
volunteer training of the year
– seven people came to learn
what we do and participate in Kathryn Sansone (left) and Kathlyn Raboff are a mothertraining sessions on basic bicycle daughter team who regularly travel from Cortland to join the
maintenance and working with Weekly Peace Outreach. Their message is seen by thousands
youth. We’re now preparing each week. May 9, corner of E. Genesee St. and Erie Blvd.
for a full schedule of summer Photo: Andy Mager
workshops. Contact Jessica to
get involved or donate bikes (we’re looking
MAEP Career Fair - Tessa
for storage space as well!).
SPC coordinated career fairs at each of
Here’s where our free clinics will be
the four city high schools in May, inviting
this summer. All are Mondays, 5-7 pm:
nonproﬁts and social change organizations to
May 22 – Lexington Park (E. Genesee St.
talk with students. About 10-12 organizations
and Lexington Ave.)
participated each day May 15-18, stafﬁng
June 5 and 19 – Northeast Community
tables during the school lunch periods,
Center (716 Hawley Ave.)
11 am-1 pm, and speaking with students
July 17 and 31 – South Presbyterian Church
about careers in social justice and peace
(112 W. Colvin St.)
work. Participating organizations included
August 14 and 28 – Spanish Action League
the American Friends Service Committee,
(700 Oswego St.)

continued on page 21

Kathy Kelly: Glimpses of a “Pious Pisshead”
Ed Kinane
Kathy Kelly, just back from the Mid-East, will
join the Peace Council on June 10 celebrating its 70th birthday (see page 3). Kathy
founded Voices in the Wilderness (VITW),
a Chicago-based grassroots group that
sought to end the genocidal US sanctions
on Iraq and to prevent the invasion.
Between 1996 and the March 2003 invasion,
VITW led over 70 delegations to Iraq. In
2005 VITW dissolved and Kathy and other
Voices activists formed Voices for Creative
Nonviolence – www.vcnv.org.
The following “glimpses” are drawn
from remarks Ed made to the SPC Study
Group in April. It had recently read Kathy’s
memoir, Other Lands Have Dreams: From
Baghdad to Pekin Prison [CounterPunch,
2005, $14.95, 173pp.].
The ﬁrst time I meet Kathy Kelly we’re at
a small gathering of local activists here in
Syracuse. Paul Frazier asks her, “Do you
have any advice for us?” “Sure,” she says,
“cut each other slack.”
Kathy loves to sing. One of her favorites is Sibelius’ “Finlandia.” She sings it
in English…and in Arabic. She loves to
teach “Finlandia” – in either language
– to Iraqi kids.
When Kathy was a kid, her sisters would
give her a hard time. Kathy used to be so
taken with the nuns and the Church that her
sisters called her a pious pisshead.
In Baghdad before and during the invasion
Voices folks stay at the Al Fanar, a small
hotel overlooking the Tigris. Several of
us meet early each morning for reﬂection.
Kathy usually joins us.
By default, Neville Watson, an Australian barrister and Protestant minister, often
chairs these sessions. Kathy and Neville are
kindred spirits and conﬁdantes. Neville is
in his seventies and thinks – with solemn
equanimity – we will surely die during the
coming invasion. At Voices meetings we
call on Neville for his carefully calculated
assessments of our chances of making it
out of this thing alive.
I don’t know what Kathy lives on – maybe
Ed is a longtime SPC activist.

peanut butter. I often see her in the hotel
restaurant, but seldom eating. Her room
adjoins the Voices’ ofﬁce on the 7th ﬂoor.
The place is buzzing. Kathy sits with her
old laptop and doesn’t use a desk. Always
she’s a serene presence.
There’s maybe 40 of us crammed in
a hotel room. We’re mostly from the US,
but also from Canada, Ireland, England,
and South Korea….It’s time to discuss
either staying in Iraq or getting out before
the invasion, before it’s too late. In her
rapid-ﬁre fashion, Kathy tries to paint a
realistic picture of the risks. Referring to
women, she notes that “indignities” may
be forced on them. About 30 of us choose
to stay.We try to ﬁgure out what part of
the hotel is safer. The Iraqis and CNY’s
Cynthia Banas will sleep in the basement.
Most of us move to rooms on lower ﬂoors
– supposedly safer from the shelling and
the bombs.
For fear of shattered glass, we tape our
room windows. We’re amazed when we
hear that there’s been a run on duct tape in
the States. To get further away from glass,
when the bombing gets heavy Kathy, our
friend Cathy Breen and I camp by the
elevators on the second ﬂoor.
In early April, near the end of “Shock and
Awe,” our Iraqi government handlers tell
us that there are too many of us; some must
leave. Most of us have no desire to leave.
We feel we are right where we belong.
A few reluctantly volunteer to make the
hazardous 10-hour trip through the desert
by taxi to Jordan.
A few others – mostly from the Christian Peacemaker Team (who work with us)
– are suddenly deported for having taken
photos of a bombed-out building without
permission. Since more won’t agree to go,
there are still too many of us.
Kathy must decide who stays and
who goes. In announcing her preference
for the several who can stay, I have never
seen the unhierarchical and unﬂappable
Kathy so tense.
On April 8 the US Marines shell the Hotel
Palestine next door, killing two international
journalists. The same day the US bombs
the Al Jazeera headquarters just across the
Tigris River from us. A Jordanian journalist is killed. The other Arab-language TV

Kathy Kelly has been nominated three times for
a Nobel Peace Prize. Photo: Voices for Creative
Nonviolence

Syracuse Peace Council’s

70

Birthday
Dinner
Saturday, June 10
TH

6 pm
Featuring Kathy Kelly
@

St. Andrews Church

(124 Alden St.)
Donation $10-70 (sliding scale)
Reservations are strongly encouraged (by June 2). Call 472-5478 or
see www.peacecouncil.net/bday
Childcare is available by reservation
only (let us know by June 2).
People welcome at 7:30 pm just for
the program.
broadcast network, a block from Al Jazeera,
is also bombed.The next day US Marines
arrive and surround us and the Palestine
with tanks and machine gun nests. They’re

continued on next page
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Kathy Kelly /
continued from previous page
here to “protect” us. To greet them,
we drape banners (“Courage For
Peace Not For War”) and big vinyl
photo portraits of Iraqis on the
south side of the Al Fanar.
Kathy circulates among the
soldiers with a tray of dates. It’s
the traditional Iraqi gesture of
welcome.
Voices leaves Iraq in mid-April
2003. Several of us (including
Kathy) return to Baghdad in
August. We now stay in a row
house Voices has leased in a commercial/residential neighborhood.
Because of the heat, most nights
we all sleep on the roof – a ﬁtful
sleep punctuated by choppers,
gunﬁre and explosions
I tell Kathy, “I don’t operate
on adrenaline.” She responds, “I
only operate with adrenaline.”

are huge puddles of green sewage in the streets. Everywhere
we go crowds of boys gather
around Kathy. At ﬁrst friendly,
they get increasingly aggressive,
demanding money and trying to
reach into our pockets.
The boys start stoning us.
We duck into the compound of
one of Kathy’s friends. Because
stones are being thrown over the
walls into the courtyard, we have
to meet with the families inside
their cramped and dark quarters.
At the end of each of these visits,
Kathy discretely passes on to the
family a packet of money. Then
we go out into the street and once
more face the urchins…and the
sewage.
Back in the States, in November
2004 Kathy and others are arrested
for “crossing the line” at Fort Benning. It’s not her ﬁrst time here.
In the very earliest days of SOA
Watch, in 1990, she fasted for 30
days with Fr. Roy Bourgeois at
the base entrance.
Kathy writes from prison that
she’s reading Milton’s Paradise
Lost and studying Arabic. A
former college English teacher,
Kathy loves to read. Back in
Baghdad I’d sometimes see
her with the New York Review
of Books (NYRB). She says the
NYRB is her way of getting out
of the “activist ghetto.”

One day several of us go to the
green zone to attend the weekly
US military press conference.
Security there is heavy. We have
each prepared questions to ask
General Sanchez, who is then
the second-in-command.
I ask Sanchez how many US
soldiers are being investigated for
abusing Iraqi civilians. It’s before
the violations at Abu Ghraib had Kathy Kelly with a young Iraqi friend during a massive heatwave in Basra,
been exposed. Sanchez answers Iraq, 1999. Photo: Alan Pogue
It’s August 2005. Shirley Novak
curtly, “Three or four,” and turns
from Syracuse has recruited Kathy
away, making any follow-up
Our
house
isn’t
very
secure.
Money
and
to
keynote
the Doctors for Global Health
question impossible.
other
things
turn
up
missing.
Kathy’s
laptop
annual
conference
at Colombia University.
At the end of the press conference
is
stolen.
It
has
all
her
correspondence
and
I
introduce
Kathy
to
this assembly of proKathy and each of us from Voices who
journaling.
Crestfallen,
Kathy
says
she
gressive
medical
professionals.
have asked questions are detained. EventuKathy describes Iraq’s grim medical
ally two soldiers escort us out of the green needed that material for the book she has
committed
to
write.
situation.
During Q&A Kathy is asked
zone at gunpoint.
about her recent time in prison. Kathy
Kathy and a vanload of us drive to Basra talks about her fellow prisoners and the
A neighborhood woman cleans our house to assess hospital conditions. One evening heart-wrenching attempts of these moms
several times a week. Her daughter ac- we’re invited to visit a prominent mosque. to stay in touch by phone with their kids.
companies her. The daughter is about nine Before Kathy and another Voices woman I ﬁnd myself in tears.
years old and very lovely. They live in can enter they have to cover themselves in
cardboard boxes in a half-built row house traditional black garb. The only ﬂesh visible That same weekend the NYC Catholic
next door.
is their hands and part of their faces. They Worker has its annual Hiroshima/Nagasaki
One evening I come upon Kathy and have become totally inconspicuous.
procession. It’s late evening. Scores of
the youngster dancing together. There’s
us walk silently past the bustling bistros
no music, but together they are luminous; One afternoon Kathy and I go to visit and sidewalk cafes. When I last glimpse
such bliss – they are having the time of several families she knows in the Basra Kathy, she’s holding a candle, bathed in
their lives.
slum where she lived one summer. There its glow.
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“Water, Precious Water”: A Community Celebration
the world, it is up to us to afﬁrm what it
means to our lives and our cultures, and
to educate each other about how to protect
and preserve the resources we have left,”
said Mihalyi.

Katie Nadeau
The Syracuse Community Choir, in collaboration with the Onondaga Nation,
Partnership for Onondaga Creek, Neighbors
of the Onondaga Nation (NOON), the
Syracuse Peace Council, SUNY ESF, and
Syracuse Department of Parks, Recreation,
and Youth jubilantly announce “Water, Precious Water”, a day of song, learning, and
celebration (see box for full details).
“Water means so many different things
to so many different people,” said Karen
Mihalyi, SCC’s artistic director. “Not
only is it something our bodies need to
sustain life, it’s also a force that brings us
together – something that everyone can
relate to.”

Water, Precious Water
A Community Celebration!

Water and Peace
Water is synonymous with life. Without
water, or access to water, societies crumble
and many turn to war.
According to the International Red
Cross, “War and water have always been
inextricably linked. The logic is clear:
destroy your opponents’ access to water
and you reduce their ability to ﬁght. In the
arid Middle East, many analysts believe
that one of the region’s more intractable,
underlying disputes is over the control of
water courses.” World leaders have noted
that even if we solve every other problem in
the Middle East, but do not take care of the
water problem, the region will explode.

Indigenous People and Water
The Tlatokan Atlahuak Declaration was
issued by the Indigenous Sessions held in
Mexico City this March 17-19 during the
people’s counter-conference, which was
organized as a grassroots alternative to the
corporate-sponsored Fourth World Water
Forum held in Mexico City. A grassroots
parallel forum was held on March 17-18 for
the many indigenous peoples from Mexico
who were not able to pay the high registration
fees charged by the World Water Forum.
Many indigenous communities throughout
the world are still experiencing depletion
and contamination of water from mining
and other polluting activities. They are
calling for the formation of an Indigenous
Katie is on the Board of Directors of the
Syracuse Community Choir. Contact her at
(585) 944-4024.

Yemaya, a Fire in the Belly puppet, represents a
water/ocean goddess originally from the Yoruba
people of West Africa. Photo: Marjorie Wilkins

Water Defense Committee to watch for
violations of water rights within indigenous
lands and territories. The declaration was
submitted to the Secretariat of the World
Water Forum and reafﬁrms the importance
of not privatizing water as well as its inherent sacredness.

Water In Our Lives
The theme “Water, Precious Water” was
chosen for the festival and concert in part
to honor and promote the protection of
local waters, and to highlight the work,
dedication and vision of the Onondaga
Nation and the Partnership for Onondaga
Creek. The celebration also corresponds
with the United Nation’s International
Decade of Action – “Water for Life”. The
primary goal of the “Water for Life” Decade
is to promote efforts to fulﬁll international
commitments made on water and waterrelated issues by 2015.
According to the United Nations, we
are presently facing a global emergency in
which over one billion people lack access
to a basic supply of clean water, and over
two billion do not have access to adequate
sanitation, the primary cause of diseases
linked to water.
“As fresh, healthy, potable water becomes more and more scarce throughout

Sunday, June 11
Syracuse’s Inner Harbor
(To get there: If you’re heading north
on Salina St, take a left on Court St.
and follow the signs)
3 – 6 pm
FREE
• Guided tours of Onondaga Creek
• Hands-on demonstrations about
‘how water works’:
-stream table
-storm drain stenciling
-stormwater models
-water sampling
-other great interactive demonstrations
• Viewings of renowned artist and
water conservationist Marasu
Emoto’s videos and art
• Have a picnic
• Give input on the future of Onondaga Creek
• Create your own water poetry and
art
• Listen to storytellers spin their
tales
• Participate in a drum circle
• Take a canoe ride on Onondaga
Creek
• Get information from Sierra Club,
Cornell Cooperative Extention,
Project Watershed, Neighbors of
the Onondaga Nation, and more!
• Purchase Native art and items from
Syracuse Cultural Workers
6 – 8:30 pm
Come and enjoy performances by the
Syracuse Community Choir, Children’s
Choir, Fire in the Belly Puppets,
Onondaga Dancers, guest artists, and
speakers from the Onondaga Nation
and Syracuse Community. Sing along
and have a great time!
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Iraq Water Updates
Eric Benner
Water needs are not being met in Iraq. In
researching what the BBC, The New York
Times, and alternative media sources have
reported about the water situation in Iraq,
different reasons surface to explain why.
Generally, lack of foresight into the “postwar” atmosphere led to a shift in priorities
– reconstruction funds being reallocated
(often for security) – and the US bombing
of water treatment plants in the ﬁrst Gulf
War continues to cause problems today.

Shift in Funding Priorities
In April, Alternet.org published a report
from the United Nations Integrated Regional Information Networks that included
a warning from the Iraqi Ministry of Municipality and Public Works that unless
more funds are allocated, Iraq’s potable
water needs will continue to not be met.
An Iraqi citizen, Bushri Juhi, from the
Huriya neighborhood in the capital, stated
that sewage and potable water often get
mixed. In his words, “we’re forced to buy
bottled mineral water after we developed
stomach diseases from drinking the potable
water.”(www.irinnews.org)
The article further quotes Ayad al-Saﬁ
(a ministry ofﬁcial in charge of technical
affairs) as stating, “The quantity of potable drinking water to be pumped next
summer will not exceed 59 percent of the
real need, if the same obstacles – like the
lack of ﬁnances allocated to the ministry
– continue.” “Electricity outages and fuel
shortages will continue as they are.” AlSaﬁ also blames the US switch in funding
priorities from reconstruction to security
for the lack of potable water. In 2005,
$186 million dollars was set aside for the
rehabilitation of old water treatment plants
and construction of new ones, which is a
sharp decrease from 2002 when $512 million dollars had been allocated. As of April
this year, only 6.8 million cubic meters
can be produced of the 9.6 million cubic
meters of water needed for all of Iraq. The
hope is that the newly formed government
will provide more funding to provide safe
drinking water (www.irinnews.org).
On January 27, The New York Times
Eric is an intern at SPC and a new member
of the PNL committee.
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reported that only 49 out of 136 projects
“originally pledged to improve Iraq’s water
and sanitation will be ﬁnished, with about
300 of an initial 425 projects to provide
electricity....” This is due largely to reconstruction planners failing to take into
account millions of dollars in administrative
costs, in addition to the failure to plan for
the appropriate funds needed to keep the
plants maintained and running.
Planners underestimated the hostility
reconstruction efforts and the occupation
would face, which also contributed to the
shift in funding from reconstruction to
security. The Times reports that the biggest
adjustment in priorities “came when John
D. Negroponte, then the American ambassador to Iraq, shifted $3.46 billion from
the reconstruction fund to support projects
involving the training of Iraqi security
forces, building democratic institutions
and developing the private sector in fall
2004.” (The New York Times, 01/27/06)

Beginning of the Crisis
The roots of the water crisis in Iraq go back to
the ﬁrst Gulf War. In 2001, Project Censored
reported that the ﬁfth most underreported
story in the US was the US’s intentional
destruction of Iraq’s water system during
the ﬁrst Gulf War. The following years
of economic sanctions by the United Nations further exacerbated the situation by

preventing the “importation of specialized
equipment and chemicals, such as chlorine
for puriﬁcation of water.”
Even the corporate sponsored World
Water Forum, organized by the World Water
Council, acknowledges the seriousness
of Iraq’s water crises, although it ignores
the causes. The World Water Council was
“…established in 1996 on the initiative of
renowned water specialists and international
organizations, in response to an increasing concern about world water issues….”
According to the “Middle East and North
Africa Regional Document” released by the
World Water Forum in March of this year,
the Iraqi population is still facing tremendous hardships due to the past destruction
of wastewater plants. The document quotes
the World Health Organization and United
Nations Environment Programme that
the “country has suffered several cholera
and other water borne disease outbreaks.”
Currently Iraq needs approximately $15
billion to repair “a dilapidated water system
crippled by war and neglect.” Baghdad
and other large cities struggle with water
shortages. Water sources in the south and
in rural areas especially are unreliable and
even “pose a serious public health threat.”
(www.worldwaterforum4.org.mx)
The water problem in Iraq is hugely
complex, but not enough is being done
to ensure the Iraqi people have access to
clean water.

SPC SUMMER ACTIVIST RE ADING

Nine Windows on Iran
Ed Kinane
Will the US attack Iran?
The question is obscene. But recently,
SPC’s monthly forum grappled with it. One
presenter, an articulate and knowledgeable
Iranian-American, doubts that the US will
attack. SU political scientist Mehrzad
Bouroujerdi offered numerous reasons why
doing so would be ill-advised.
Professor Bouroujerdi’s remarks would
be reassuring if US foreign policy were
rational. But US policy tends to be driven
not by reason but by the greed and vanity
of a mostly unaccountable few.
As John Amidon and others at the SPC
forum pointed out, war looms when
 the polls of a president plummet;
 the scion of a political/corporate dynasty
lacks moral compass;
 the supreme chicken hawk glories in
being commander-in-chief;
 so-called “Christians” get Armageddon
on the brain;
 when the public needs to be distracted
from failed policies at home and from
quagmires abroad.
War especially looms when the target sits on one of the world’s larger oil
reserves.
Bush, Inc. may know its weapon systems. But it seems oblivious to the history,
culture and people of Iran (formerly Persia).
It’s oblivious to the human factors that will
likely upset its grandiose schemes.
Aware of my own vast ignorance, I’ve
been reading up on Iran. In the following
I want to mention some books that other
PNL readers might also ﬁnd fascinating.
Each provides a window on Iran.

Historical Background
To put US/Iran relations in context, I read
Stephen Kinzer’s All the Shah’s Men: An
American Coup and the Roots of Middle
East Terror. Here in the US few recall the
1954 CIA coup against Iran’s populist and
democratically-elected leader, Mohammad
Mossadegh. Trouble is, Iranian memories
aren’t so short or so convenient.
Nor can Iranians forget the USEd is a frequent contributor to the PNL.

owned regime that
succeeded Mossadegh. Ryszard
Kapuściński’s Shah
of Shahs tells of
the rise and fall of
Reza Pahlavi – his
imperial ambition;
his squanderings;
his attempts to militarize, industrialize
and secularize Iran;
his brutal secret police, the SAVAK; his
isolation from his
people; his exile.
The Shah displaced Mossadegh;
in turn, Ayatollah
Khomeini and his
mullahs displaced
the Shah. Robin
Wright has written widely on Iran.
Her In the Name of
God: the Khomeini
Decade interprets
that tumultuous era and the charismatic
ﬁgure who inspired his people and made
the western world tremble – at least with
rage. Probably no US journalist knows more
ﬁrsthand about Iran and its people than the
intrepid Ms.Wright.
So far I’ve mentioned only western
authors. But we need to hear Iranian voices.
One such voice – a singular one – is that
of Massoumeh Ebtekar. Dr. Ektekar is an
immunologist, partly raised in the States.
Her Takeover in Tehran: The Inside Story of
the 1979 US Embassy Capture, published in
Canada, provides a perspective seldom heard
in the US. Dr. Ebtekar, then an undergrad,
was the on-site English-language media
contact for those students who (more or less
nonviolently) took over the Embassy and
held its large staff captive for 444 days.
Thanks to the foregoing titles I could
more critically read Kenneth M. Pollack’s
The Persian Puzzle: the Conﬂict between
Iran and America. Although Pollack has
never been to Iran and can’t read Farsi,
for seven years he was a CIA Persian Gulf
military analyst. One of his earlier books
made the case for invading Iraq. Nonethe-

less The Persian Puzzle is a challenging,
scholarly tome – valuable for seeing how
some US military strategists think.

Iran’s Majority: Women
In the early eighties, egged on by the US,
Saddam Hussein invaded Iran. The long
war led to hundreds of thousands of dead
soldiers. Today most Iranians (and most
Iraqis) are women. Many have lived hardscrabble lives in isolated rural enclaves.
In Women of Deh Koh: Lives in an
Iranian Village, anthropologist Erika Friedl
provides 12 interconnecting narratives. The
narratives are intimate but unsentimental.
The harsh realities aren’t sugarcoated.
The women of Deh Koh probably can’t
even imagine the afﬂuent,westernizedwomen
of Tehran’s northern suburbs. Two such urban
women have produced extraordinary literature,
extraordinary mirrors of their privilege and
of their secularized sensibilities.
Azar Naﬁsi’s Reading Lolita in Tehran:
A Memoir in Books was a New York Times
bestseller. It tells of Naﬁsi’s clandestine
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only encourages our youth to color outside
the lines, more importantly it teaches us
all that we must think outside the lines in
order to enact change and create a truly
sustainable future.
- Kimberley McCoy

Books / continued from page 9
group of university women studying the
forbidden novels of James, Austen, Nabokov, and Fitzgerald.
I devoured Reading Lolita, an engaging
and literary page-turner…but it angered me.
Naﬁsi portrays women of a particular sliver
of society evading the ayatollahs’ patriarchal
repression. But she glosses over the Shah’s
regime – a regime whose patronage helped
generate that sliver and whose arrogance
provoked the Islamicist backlash.
Marjane Satrapi is also of the elite.
But her eye is ironic, self-penetrating, and
class conscious. Satrapi’s wry and elegant
memoirs have been translated from Farsi
into English. She conveys her edgy life
in black and white comic book drawings
accompanied by sparse text.
Satrapi’s Persepolis: The Story of a
Childhood and Persepolis 2 derive their
titles from the ancient capital of Persia.
They portray the artist as a young woman,
a woman with a social conscience. She
comes of age under oppression and within
a family and society torn between east and
west, between tradition and modernity. Like
Iraqis, Iranians are more complex, diverse
and cultured than George W. ever dreamed
of. Like Iraqis, Iranians will surely be
formidable foes if the US attacks. Before
we let our tax money be used to maim and
kill these proud people, we might make
their acquaintance.

Book notes
(in the order mentioned; all paperback)
All the Shah’s Men. Stephen Kinzer.
258 pp. Wiley, 2003.
Shah of Shahs. Ryszard Kapuściński.
152 pp. Vintage, 1985 (orig. in Polish,
1982).
In the Name of God. Robin Wright.
286 pp. Simon & Schuster, 1989.
Takeover in Tehran. Massoumeh Ebtekar. 256 pp. Talonbooks, 2000.
The Persian Puzzle. Kenneth M. Pollack.
540 pp. Random House, 2004.
Women of Deh Koh. Erika Friedl. 237
pp. Penguin, 1989.
Reading Lolita in Tehran. Azar Naﬁsi.
257 pp. Random House, 2003.
Persepolis. Marjane Satrapi. 154 pp.
Pantheon, 2003.
Persepolis 2. Marjane Satrapi. 188 pp.
Pantheon, 2004.
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Wicked Cool Sustainable
Solutions for the Earth: An
Activity and Coloring Book
for Little and Big People
Becky Johnson. 48 pp. Syracuse Cultural
Workers, 2006.
Becky Johnson, back from her educational
cross-country tour with the Lil’ Grease
Beast (her grease powered bus) is on to
her next adventure with the recent release
of her coloring and activity book, Wicked
Cool sustainable Solutions for the Earth.
This is perhaps the only coloring book
on the market that includes a 23-word
glossary and certainly the only that dares
to ask the question, “Which way to the
composting toilet?”
Johnson has ﬁlled her pages with
interesting scenes, fun activities and
educational materials, all of which teach
children about current environmental
problems and solutions. It is a great introduction to the environmental issues that
the youth of today will be faced with as
they begin to inherit the mistakes of our
past. Pages that ask children to draw their
own gardens, compost, and buses that run
on alternative fuels, encourage children
to think creatively about environmental
solutions. The book also provides instructions for hands on activities such as how
to make your own “seed balls” to be used
for “guerrilla gardening” (see glossary for
deﬁnitions).
Johnson encourages teachers to use
her book as a teaching tool, and although
the book is geared for ages 5-12, adults
will learn something too. This book not

The End of Poverty:
Economic Possibilities for
our Time
Jeffrey D. Sachs. 320 pp. The Penguin
Press, 2005.
To this reader, Sachs’ offering contained
many surprises. Despite the utopian image set forth in its title, the author was
able to provide very concrete and practical strategies that could offer a hopeful
challenge to the accepted belief that the
reality of poverty is largely insurmountable. An even greater surprise was that a
data-packed demonstration of the “dismal
science” could actually be stimulating to
read. It was also refreshing to discover that
in spite of Sachs’ twenty ﬁve years as an
economic advisor to governments all over
the world, including signiﬁcant time spent
with the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, he candidly acknowledges
the many instances in which the “structural
adjustment” policies employed by those
agencies were entirely inappropriate.
In two parallel chapters, the author
describes the factors that have contributed
to the spread of economic prosperity versus those factors that explain why some
countries fail to thrive. Drawing an analogy with clinical medicine (his wife is a
practicing pediatrician), Sachs introduces
the concept of “clinical economics” which
suggests using differential diagnosis for
poverty reduction. He argues that when
countries can get a foot on the ladder of
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Century. Focus on how new and existing
technology can help us build strong
communities in these changing times. Program
includes case studies, panels, discussions, and
hands-on workshops that focus on this theme.

How Class Works Conference
DATE: June 8-10
PLACE: Stony Brook, NY
CONTACT: naples.cc.stonybrook.edu/CAS/
wcm.nsf/pages/conference4
COMMENT: explore ways in which an
explicit recognition of class helps to understand
the social world in which we live, and ways
in which analysis of society can deepen our
understanding of class as a social relationship

Caravan to Cuba, Break the Blockade
DATE: June 17-July 17
PLACE: leaves from many points in US/
Canada
CONTACT: www.ifconews.org
COMMENT: the US embargo of Cuba
causes shortages of food, medicine and other
important supplies for eleven million people;
the embargo is an immoral policy that uses
hunger and disease as political weapons

Global Sustainability Conference
DATE: June 10-11
PLACE: Seattle, WA
CONTACT: newworldseminars.org
COMMENT: “Whether you are new to
the subject of sustainability or a seasoned
veteran, this uplifting event will provide you
with important tools and resources you can
effectively use when you return home.”

Great Labor Arts Exchange &
Conference on Creative Organizing
DATE: June 18-20
PLACE: Silver Spring, MD
CONTACT: National Labor College, 10000
New Hampshire Ave, Silver Spring, MD
20903; 202-639-6204; www.laborheritage.org
COMMENT: national gathering of union
members, union staff, union ofﬁcials, artists,
students, and labor educators who use music,
art, poetry, theater, murals, posters, cartoons,
puppets, ﬁlm and websites to strengthen the
labor movement

Locating Women’s Studies: Formations
of Power and Resistance
DATE: June 15-18
PLACE: Oakland, CA
CONTACT: NWSA, University of Maryland,
7100 Baltimore Blvd., Ste. 502, College
Park, MD 20740; 301-403-0524; www.
nwsaconference.org
COMMENT: 27th Annual National Women’s
Studies Conference; Rebecca Walker of Third
Wave Foundation speaking

8th Annual Southern Girls Convention
DATE: June 23-25
PLACE: Houston, TX
CONTACT: www.southerngirlsconvention.org
COMMENT: annual grassroots meeting of
pro-woman activists devoted to networking,
organizing, educating, agitating, to empower
women and girls in the South; we discuss
Southern culture, the radical history of
organizing in the South, views & stereotypes of
the South, & the struggle for social justice

7th Annual Grassroots Use of
Technology Conference
DATE: June 17
PLACE: Boston, MA
CONTACT: conference.oc-tech.org
COMMENT: theme this year is Building
Community On and Off-Line in the 21st

Socialism 2006: Build the Left,
Fight the Right
DATE: June 22-25
PLACE: New York, NY
CONTACT: 773-583-8665; www.
socialismconference.org
COMMENT: A weekend of debate, discussion,
and entertainment.

Allied Media Conference: From Truth to
Power
DATE: June 23-25
PLACE: Bowling Green, OH
CONTACT: Allied Media Conference,
POB 20128, Toledo, OH 43610; www.
alliedmediaconference.com
COMMENT: brings together some of the most
innovative and visionary culture producers,
media workers, artists and activists; largest
grassroots media conference in the US
World Peace Forum 2006
DATE: June 23-28
PLACE: Vancouver, BC
CONTACT: 604-687-3223; www.
worldpeaceforum.ca
COMMENT: promotes partnerships between
cities and the anti-war and peace communities
to build the transnational and intercultural
capacity to communicate, coordinate, and act
on a global scale to end wars, and create a
world of peace, justice and sustainability
Global Network Against Weapons &
Nuclear Power in Space Annual Meeting
DATE: June 23-28
PLACE: Vancouver, BC
CONTACT: 207-729-0517; www.space4peace.
org
COMMENT: workshops on the nuclearization
and weaponization of space
San Francisco LGBT Parade & Festival
DATE: June 24-25
PLACE: San Francisco, CA
CONTACT: 415-864-3733; www.sfpride.org
COMMENT: join 500,000 supporters,
onlookers & participants for one of the largest
Pride events in the US
National Convention of the League of
United Latin American Citizens
DATE: June 26-July 1
PLACE: Milwaukee, WI
CONTACT: 202-833-6130; www.lulac.org/
events/convent.html
COMMENT: theme: “Latinos Impacting the
Americas”; the only convention in which
representatives from Hispanic communities
from across the country determine the
positions and strategies of a national Hispanic
organization
Mid-Atlantic Radical Bookfair &
Infoshop Gathering: Celebrate Informed
Resistance!
DATE: June 29-July 2
PLACE: Baltimore, MD
CONTACT: redemmas.org/bookfair
COMMENT: brings together radical and
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indpendent publishers, distributors, bookstores,
and authors for a weekend of workshops, panel
discussions, and performances
Freedom Summer 2006
DATE: July 2-August 5
PLACE: Occupied Territories, Palestine
CONTACT: International Solidarity
Movement, www.palsolidarity.org
COMMENT: stand side by side with villagers
in places like Bil’in as they continue their
tireless non-violent struggle to save village
land from Israel’s apartheid wall
Earth First! Round River Rendezvous
DATE: July 4-11
PLACE: Katuah, NC
CONTACT: www.earthﬁrst.org
COMMENT: workshops, direct action, music,
fun
Our Way Home: Reunion for Viet Nam
Draft Resisters
DATE: July 6-9
PLACE: Castlegar, British Columbia
CONTACT: www.ourwayhomereunion.org
COMMENT: A tribute to the US immigrants
that came to Canada during the Vietnam War
and to the thousands of Canadians that assisted
them
Adirondack Council Annual Meeting
DATE: July 8
PLACE: Raquette Lake, NY
CONTACT: www.adirondackcouncil.org
COMMENT: hear updates on the council’s
work to help keep the Adirondack Park wild
Resist the G8
DATE: July 15-17
PLACE: St. Petersburg, Russia
CONTACT: g8-2006.plentyfact.net
COMMENT: protest against the G8 summit
and its plans for a huge new global expansion
of nuclear power; protests also in home
countries
National Organization for Women
National Conference & Young Feminist
Summit
DATE: July 21-23
PLACE: Albany, NY
CONTACT: NOW Conference, 1100 H Street
NW, 3rd Floor, Washington, DC, 20005; 202628-8669; www.now.org
COMMENT: join NOW members across
the country for three days of fun and friends,
fast-paced workshops, great speakers and
entertainers, skill-building sessions, special
interest caucuses
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Pax Christi National Conference
DATE: July 28-30
PLACE: Pittsburgh, PA
CONTACT: Pax Christi, 532 West 8th St, Erie,
PA 16502; 814-453-4955; www.paxchristiusa.
org
COMMENT: theme “God’s People Can Wait
No Longer”
4th Annual Black and Green Anarchist
Gathering
DATE: August 4-13
PLACE: Southwest (AZ or NM)
CONTACT: Green Anarchy - FV, PO Box
11331, Eugene, OR 97440; www.greenanarchy.
org
COMMENT: theme “rewilding physically,
mentally, and spiritually”; share, collaborate,
workshops
32nd Northeast Organic Farming
Association Summer Conference
DATE: August 10-13
PLACE: Hampshire College, Amherst, MA
CONTACT: NOFA, 411 Sheldon Rd, Barre,
MA 01005; 978-355-2853; www.nofa.org
COMMENT: theme “Sprouting the Seeds of
the Next Generation”; join 1000 other farmers,
gardeners, activists; more than 150 workshops
Veterans for Peace Annual Convention
DATE: August 10-13
PLACE: Seattle, WA
CONTACT: www.vfpnationalconvention.org
COMMENT: workshops include topics on
Communication: non-violent communication,
building consensus through communication,
compassionate listening, political
communication, advocacy, media literacy;
Environment: sustainability of the environment
through peace, through responsibility to and
for the environment; Human Effects of War:
PTSD, U238/depleted uranium, spiritual
aspects of war, gender issues; Veteran support:
women’s issues, Gold Star families, Vets4Vets,
homeless veterans, IVAW; Issues of war:
militarism, impeachment, counter recruiting,
torture, treating for peace, war as an instrument
of foreign policy, nuclear weapons, weapons
in space
Animal Rights 2006 National
Conference
DATE: August 10-14
PLACE: Washington, DC
CONTACT: FARM/AR2004, 10101
Ashburton Lane, Bethesda, MD 20817; 800327-8688; www.arconference.org
COMMENT: sponsored by 50 organizations;
plenaries, workshops, rap sessions, campaign

reports, videos, exhibits, newcomer orientation,
awards banquet, vegan cuisine, music
7th Annual Oglala Commemoration
DATE: ?
PLACE: Oglala, SD
CONTACT: www.oglalacommemoration.com
COMMENT: ceremony honoring our
warriors and promoting national healing. 31st
Anniversary of the Oglala Incident. Invited
are family, friends and supporters of Anna
Mae Pictou Aquash, Joe Stuntz, The American
Indian Movement, & the public

29th Annual Bluegrass Festival
DATE: June 1-4
PLACE: Strawberry Park, Norwich, CT
CONTACT: Strawberry Park, 42 Pierce Road,
Preston, CT 06365; 860-886-1944; www.
strawberrypark.net/bluegrass.html
COMMENT: camping, instrumental & vocal
workshops, children’s activities
18th Annual New York LGBT Film
Festival
DATE: June 1-11
PLACE: New York, NY
CONTACT: The New Festival, 139 Fulton
St, Ste PH-3, New York, NY 10038; 212-5712170; www.newfestival.org
COMMENT: over 250 ﬁlms hosted in several
venues
30th San Francisco International LGBT
Film Festival
DATE: June 15-25
PLACE: San Francisco, CA
CONTACT: 415-703-8650; www.frameline.
org
COMMENT: join over 70,000 attendees, 80
features & 150 shorts
Clearwater’s 39th Annual Great Hudson
River Revival
DATE: June 17-18
PLACE: Croton Point Park, Croton-on
Hudson, NY
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CONTACT: Clearwater Revival, 112 Market
St, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601; 845-454-7673;
www.clearwaterfestival.org
COMMENT: 7 music stages of folk, blues,
gospel, Irish, Cajun, World, Swing; Children’s
theater, crafts, storytelling, ethnic foods; with
Pete Seeger, Holly Near, Janis Ian & more
16th Annual Ithaca Dance Camp
DATE: June 22-25
PLACE: Ithaca, NY
CONTACT: Saoirse McClory, 213 W. Lincoln
Street, Ithaca, NY 14850; 607-272-9088;
saoirsem@hotmail.com
COMMENT: gather to dance, sing, cook, eat
and live together in community; everyone is
welcome from all walks of life
20th Annual Golden Threads
Celebration
DATE: June 22-25
PLACE: Provincetown, MA
CONTACT: Golden Threads, 1 Nevada
Rd, Burlington, MA 01803; www.
goldenthreadsptown.org
COMMENT: for lesbians over age 50; make
friends, play, dance, laugh, share
26th Annual Old Songs Festival
DATE: June 23-25
PLACE: Altamont Fairgrounds, Altamont, NY
CONTACT: Old Songs, Inc., PO Box 466,
Voorheesville, NY 12186; 518-765-2815;
www.oldsongs.org
COMMENT: traditional music & dance,
children’s activities, crafts; feature Cajun,
banjo, ﬁddling, Contra dances, Celtic, French
Canadian and more
Vegetarian Summerfest 2006
DATE: July 5-9
PLACE: Johnstown, PA
CONTACT: NAVS, Box 72, Dolgeville,
NY 13329; 518-568-7970; www.
vegetariansummerfest.org
COMMENT: 32nd annual conference of the
North American Vegetarian Society
Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival
DATE: July 13-16
PLACE: Rothvoss Farm, Ancramdale, NY
CONTACT: Grey Fox Ofﬁce, PO Box 535,
Utica, NY 13503; 888-946-8495; www.
greyfoxbluegrass.com
COMMENT: ﬁve stages including main,
workshop, grass roots, dance & children’s

Solarfest: New England Renewable
Energy Festival
DATE: July 15-16
PLACE: Tinmouth, VT
CONTACT: 603-847-9049; www.solarfest.
com
COMMENT: workshops run both days
on Sustainable Energy Basics; Advanced
Renewable Energy, System Design, &
Installation; Green Buildings & Sustainable
Communities
Finger Lakes GrassRoots Festival of
Music & Dance
DATE: July 20-23
PLACE: Trumansburg, NY
CONTACT: Finger Lakes GrassRoots
Festival, PO Box 941, Trumansburg, NY
14886; 607-387-5098; www.grassrootsfest.org
COMMENT: over 60 bands including Cajun,
Zydeco, stringband, African, world beat, roots
rock & alternative; food & crafts areas, art
exhibits, children’s area; event supports arts,
education & the ﬁght against AIDS
Falcon Ridge Folk Festival
DATE: July 20-23
PLACE: Hillsdale, NY
CONTACT: FRFF, 74 Modley Rd, Sharon, CT
06069; 866-364-2138; www.falconridgefolk.
com
COMMENT: many stages, dancing, camping,
crafts, workshops, song swaps, comedy,
family, spoken word
31st Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival
DATE: August 8-13
PLACE: Walhalla, MI
CONTACT: WWTMC, PO Box 22, Walhalla,
MI 49458; 231-757-4766; www.michfest.com
COMMENT: 40 performances, hundreds
of workshops, ﬁlm festival, crafts fair; the
Festival is also an experiment in alternative
community where we all contribute to a
collectively run village
11th Annual Solar Living Festival
DATE: August 19-20
PLACE: Hopland, CA
CONTACT: Solar Living Institute, PO Box
836, 13771 S. Highway 101, Hopland, CA

95449; 707-744-2017; www.solarliving.org
COMMENT: workshops, tours, music,
speakers

Leadership Training in Peacemaking
DATE: June 16-17
PLACE: Seattle, WA
CONTACT: 206-720-0313, www.
lutheranpeace.org
COMMENT: intensive training focusing on
building skills in understanding, educating
about, and acting for justice and peace; built
around activities, audiovisuals, and discussions
Renewable Energy & Sustainable
Building for the Developing World
DATE: June 19-23, 26-30
PLACE: Carbondale, CO
CONTACT: 970-963-8855; www.solarenergy.
org
COMMENT: learn how to implement
sustainable development projects with
renewable energy
16th Annual Summer School for Union
Women
DATE: June 28-July 3
PLACE: Olympia, WA
CONTACT: 360-867-6055;
trifﬂen@evergreen.edu
COMMENT: Concentration this year is
immigrant workers’ rights. Workshops on
media, speaking skills, the creative use of
theater and art for organizers, the global
economy/outsourcing, conducting picket lines,
and imagining/realizing change in unions and
communities will also be offered.
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Jolie Rickman’s Spanish For Activists
Camp
DATE: July 1-3
PLACE: Truxton, NY
CONTACT: 646-245-9931; s4a@riseup.net
COMMENT: weekend of Spanish (with an
activist slant), workshops, networking,
music, poetry, good food, great people, and
tons of fun

PLACE: Woodstock, NY
CONTACT: Susun Weed, POB 64, Woodstock,
NY 12498; 914-246-8081; www.susunweed.
com
COMMENT: for women and men; write for
listing; examples: Hands-on Herbal Medicine,
Menopausal Years: The Wise Woman Way,
Green Witch Intensive

Student Environmental Action Coalition
Activist Training Camp
DATE: July or August
PLACE: Bloomington, IN
CONTACT: SEAC, 215-222-4711; www.seac.
org/atc
COMMENT: gain the skills, knowledge,
and inspiration necessary to ﬁght for the
environment and social justice during this
week of education, skills building, action,
networking
Minority Activist Apprenticeship
Program
DATE: 8 weeks during summer
PLACE: work across the nation in local
campaigns
CONTACT: Center for Third World
Organizing, 1218 E 21st St, Oakland, CA
94606; 510-533-7583; www.ctwo.org
COMMENT: develop skills in labor and
community organizing; stipend & housing
provided
Omega Institute Workshops
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Rhinebeck, NY; Austin, TX
CONTACT: Omega Institute, 260 Lake Dr,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572; 800-944-1001; www.
eomega.org
COMMENT: over 250 workshops, trainings,
retreats in personal health and development,
gender, relationships and family, the arts,
nature and society, spiritualism
Institute for Solar Living Workshops
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Hopland and Ukiah, CA
CONTACT: Institute for Solar Living c/o Real
Goods, 555 Leslie St, Ukiah, CA 95482; 800762-7325; www.solarliving.com
COMMENT: various workshops focusing on
renewable energy, alternative construction
techniques and sustainable living practices
Herbal Medicine & Wise Woman
Workshops
DATE: all summer
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Palestine Summer Encounter 2006
DATE: June 24-August 20
PLACE: Bethelehem
CONTACT: 626-797-7904; www.
middleeastfellowship.org
COMMENT: comprehensive cross-cultural
program is an integration of socio-political
education, cultural learning and volunteer
service
Work Brigade to Cuba
DATE: July 2-17
PLACE: Cuba
CONTACT: Venceremos Brigade, 212-5604360; www.venceremosbrigade.org
COMMENT: Since 1969, over 8,000
Brigadistas have traveled to Cuba to SEE THE
CUBAN REVOLUTION for themselves and
to take a stand against the unjust and immoral
U.S. policy towards our neighbor. Over the
years, Brigadistas have harvested sugar cane,
citrus, and corn, built housing, painted and
repaired buildings - working side by side with
Cuban workers and students. At the same time,
we meet with leaders of Cuba’s federations,
mass organizations,and with artists, teachers,
social workers, and Cuban ‘internationalists’
(people who have served abroad, ﬁghting
apartheid in Southern Africa or ﬁghting disease
throughout the world) and many others.
Delegation to Colombia
DATE: August 6-20
PLACE: Colombia
CONTACT: Fellowship of Reconciliation,

202-244-0821; www.forusa.org
COMMENT: meet with Indigenous, AfroColombian, Youth and Women’s organizations,
Colombian and U.S. government ofﬁcials, and
travel to the Peace Community of San José de
Apartadó
Global Exchange Reality Tours
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Cuba, Afghanistan, Argentina,
Ecuador, Mexico, Ireland, South African,
Israel/Palestine, Venezuela
CONTACT: Global Exchange Reality Tours,
2017 Mission Street, #303, San Francisco, CA
94110; 800-497-1994; www.globalexchange.
org/tours
COMMENT: Reality Tours give travelers
hands-on opportunities to explore the crucial
issues facing the world and examine how the
US’s economic and foreign policies impact
other countries. These educational delegations
offer participants the chance to meet people
from all walks of life, gain an understanding
of those people’s hopes and fears, and discover
opportunities for international cooperation.
Delegation participants get the chance to meet
with community leaders, visit environmentally
sustainable agriculture projects, and learn about
the international stories that never make it into
the headlines.
International Workcamps
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Latin America, Asia, Africa, Russia,
Europe
CONTACT: International Workcamps, 43
Tiffany Rd, Belmont, VT 05730; 802-2592759; www.vfp.org
COMMENT: promote international goodwill
through short-term community service projects;
over 2000 programs in 90 countries

Please Support
Peace Newsletter
Advertisers!
And consider advertising your business,
services or events. Our rates are very
reasonable. For information,
contact Jessica, 472-5478,
jessica@peacecouncil.net

Hate Speech & The First Amendment
Paul Weichselbaum
Editor’s Note: The April 2006 PNL featured
an article on hate speech by SU professor
Leslie Bender (see www.peacecouncil.
net/pnl). We have chosen to run a second
submission on the same topic because of
the ongoing and timely nature of this debate
among committed progressive activists. The
fact that one article follows the other is no
indication of one being more valid than the
other. We offer them both as critical essays
on activist responses to hate speech.
Leslie Bender’s April 2006 PNL article
“Thinking about Hate Speech,” makes
broad-brush rhetorical claims about freedom of expression without reference to
the First Amendment. The article blurs
the distinction between the Syracuse
University campus and society at large.
Is she advocating for a “‘no tolerance’
policy against hate speech” on campus or
everywhere in the US? If she only means
SU, what is the compelling interest for
Peace Newsletter readers?
In the context of US jurisprudence,
what does it mean to say, “A ‘no tolerance’
policy against hate speech promotes, rather
than undermines, values of free expression,
liberty, and equality”? This statement ignores the history of First Amendment law
in our country as well as how governments
throughout the world repress political and
cultural expression in the name of some
greater good. Imposing new restrictions
on speech does not promote First Amendment freedoms.
On campus Chancellor Nancy Cantor can do as she pleases to manage and
oversee university programs, including
HillTV. The SU administration owns
SU’s print and electronic media and the
Chancellor can decide what’s permissible,
within the university’s rules. Away from
the SU hill, sometimes known as the
“real world,” there is no Chancellor, yet,
to close down media outlets that produce
improper content.

Paul has been involved in Latin America
solidarity for some time. He has previously
written for the PNL about Latin America
and also sports.

More Speech, Then More
Speech Again
In the real world the response to speech
we don’t like is, indeed, more speech. In
the realm of expression, I disagree with
her suggestion that we “need to balance
the values of equality and liberty,” for
one simple reason: Who will be the censor
that examines the contents of newspapers,
websites, blogs, ﬁlms, music, and diverse
art forms? Who will be the censor that
excises materials and punishes speakers
that don’t support “equality, justice, participatory democracy, inclusion, diversity,
human dignity, respect, and peace”? The
government, that’s who. While the Bush
Administration seeks to limit access to
information and to promote narrow views
of legitimate expression, why is a leftoriented law professor extolling the
virtues of censorship? The fact that
Bush misuses and overuses the word
“liberty” does not mean that we should
trash it. When governments around the
world have had the power to decide what
will be published or suppressed, they have
not used that power benignly.
By claiming that “The law already
contains many limits on free speech and
academic freedom” she conﬂates two very
different environments. Rules against
plagiarism and copyright and trademark
violations are not limits on free speech.
After all, whatever is illicitly appropriated
is already available in the marketplace of
ideas. These are issues of ownership, not
expression. Rules against plagiarism are
punishable on campus, but plagiarists don’t
go before criminal courts, and civil suits
concern “copyright infringement.”
Most of the other examples of “free
speech infringements” included in the
article are inherently criminal, by their
intrinsic connection to criminal acts that
are not expression. Child pornography is
illegal because it is the product and proof
of a criminal act and its distribution furthers
that criminal act. (Virtual child pornography
has, so far, been ruled to be protected speech
because no actual children are harmed in
its production.) Adult pornography is legal,
though it is subject to zoning restrictions
and broadcast rules; i.e., it can’t be shown
on network television. Of course, what
ends up on network and cable TV is often
awful. To have a board of censors control
programming is, however, a cure far worse
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than the disease.
Surprisingly, there is no mention of
the free speech limitations that have been
used to stiﬂe political speech, such as
conspiracy prosecutions, which are often
aimed at the groups we are both hoping to
empower. Nor does she note that the worst
enemy of greater equality of expression is
the concentrated ownership of the media. It
is worth struggling mightily to gain broader
and more democratic access to the means
of expression.
Ms. Bender jumps from narrow
examples of legal limits on expression
to advocate the regulation of speech to
achieve political ends. She paraphrases Dr.
King: “liberty for some at the expense of
liberty for others is not liberty for anyone.”
But was Dr. King advocating censorship?
Abraham Lincoln said, “We all declare for
liberty; but in using the same word we do
not all mean the same thing. With some
the word liberty may mean for each man
to do as he pleases with himself, and the
product of his labor; while with others,
the same word may mean for some men
to do as they please with other men and
the product of other men’s labor. Here are
two, not only different, but incompatible

continued on next page
June 2006 Peace Newsletter 15

Speech / continued from page 15
things, called by the same name – liberty.
And it follows that each of the things is,
by the respective parties, called by two
different and incompatible names – liberty
and tyranny.” Remember that the vital issue at stake then was slavery, not tasteless,
offensive skits.

Activism, Not Censorship
If the core issue is inequality, then the
answer to “hate speech” doesn’t necessarily have much to do with that speech
at all. The answer is more activism, more
attention to the socioeconomic conditions
that fuel poverty, and more coalition building to counter the negative outcomes of

Books / continued from page 10
development, they are generally able to
continue the upward climb. But many
countries are trapped below the ladder,
unable to reach the ﬁrst rung. Only by
receiving aid from the rich countries can
they get the necessary start.
Sachs makes clear two related objectives of ending poverty. One focus is the
plight of one sixth of humanity that lives
in extreme poverty and struggles daily for
survival. The other is ensuring that those in
moderate poverty have a chance to climb
the ladder of development. Much of the
discussion is centered on the Millennium
Development Goals that all 191 UN member states unanimously agreed to in 2002.
The design of goals and the mechanisms
for reaching them made possible the end
of extreme poverty within a generation.
Commitments of the rich countries to
help the poor through increased development assistance were seen as sufﬁcient
and feasible. The transfer from donor to
recipient countries based on 0.7 percent
of Gross National Product was set as
the standard. However, in the short time
since that target was set, the contributions
from the rich, especially the US, have
fallen far short. Military spending has
obviously trumped the noblest intentions.
– Dan Sage

The Sunflower: On the
Possibilities and Limits of
Forgiveness
Simon Wiesenthal. Revised and
Expanded Edition, 271 pp. Shocken
Books,1996.
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racial, ethnic, and other divisions. When
one divides the world into victims and
non-victims and demands that “victims”
be protected from offensive speech, one
infantilizes the very people who should be
empowered. Despite her personal experience, “more speech” is effective. The civil
rights movement was built on vigorous and
relentless expression: marches with and
without permits, boycotts, ﬁlling in voter
registration forms despite intimidation,
preaching to local communities and the
entire world. The civil rights movement was
“subversive” and targeted by the FBI. Yet
enormous legal and sociocultural victories
were achieved through the expression of
speakers and marchers, even while much
remains to be accomplished.

Rarely have such riches been captured in
such a small volume. In the ﬁrst hundred
pages, Simon Wiesenthal recalls the events
leading up to and following a pivotal
moment during World War II. That moment occurred when, as a prisoner in a
concentration camp, Simon was called to
the bedside of a young dying Nazi ofﬁcer
who asked Wiesenthal’s forgiveness for
his crimes against Jews. Wiesenthal paints
the moment and its reverberations in the
years that follow, with a simple elegance
that draws the reader into the struggle he
faced: Could he forgive? Should he forgive?
And what should he do when, years later,
he encounters the ofﬁcer’s mother? I leave
his solutions for the reader to discover. But

One surprising thing about the HillTV
controversy is that the Central New York
chapter of the New York Civil Liberties
Union (CNYCLU) hasn’t voiced an opinion.
Since the station’s closure was apparently
proper and no government had any part of
the Chancellor’s decision, it makes sense
that the CNYCLU did not address the issue
at ﬁrst. But Ms. Bender has made statements unchallenged in writing that must
run counter to the CNYCLU understanding of and advocacy for First Amendment
rights. When there are right-wing efforts
to reinterpret the First Amendment, the
CNYCLU has been known to send letters
or otherwise make its views known in the
Post Standard, Peace Newsletter, and/or
its own publications.
the story just begins there.
In the 150 pages that follow, 46 leading
theologians and secularists from across the
spectrum of modern thought wrestle with
the question of whether, and when, and
how to forgive. There are no lightweights
amongst this symposium – we have before
us the thoughts of the Dalai Lama, Matthew
Fox, Joseph Telushkin, Cardinal König, and
more. Their answers are never simplistic or
dogmatic; they wrestle with the questions
and arrive at conclusions that demonstrate
the foundations of their beliefs.
Those who read the ﬁrst edition, published in 1976, will not be disappointed
by this new edition, for only ten of the
original responses are retained. Some of
the essayists frame the question in terms
of the possibility of forgiveness, others in
the need for it. The matter of the effects of
forgiveness on the forgiver and the forgiven
are likewise given great attention.
People of every faith and persuasion
will ﬁnd comfort in the answers of some
of the essays, and discomfort in others, for
the range of reactions is as broad as the
pool of contributors. I believe it is in this
elegant harmony of comfort and discomfort
that Wiesenthal gives us his greatest gift
– the opportunity to challenge our own
assumptions in the company of friends. No
matter what you believe before you begin
The Sunﬂower, prepare to be challenged
– and enriched.
- Jim Brulé

Social
Peace Justic
e

An Invisible Minorit y:
Move Over Stonewall – There’s a New
Movement in Town, Led by Your Children
Tessa Corcoran-Sayers
The scene always starts out the same
– Johnny or Lauren is sitting at the kitchen
table, she’s nervous about her ﬁrst soccer
game, or he’s nervous about his ﬁrst day
of school. Their parents sit around them
and try to comfort the worried child. “It’s
ok, you will meet lots of new friends,”
or “You’re such a good player, I know
that you will win.” Maybe you can even
smell the chocolate chip cookies in the
oven, or see the new puppy, Spot, sitting
by the ﬁreplace. Then comes the punch
line – Lauren isn’t sitting at the table with
her mother and father, because Lauren
has two daddies, and you never would
have known.
The problem with this “typical” setting
is that the Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender/Queer (LGBTQ) community often
recreates it as well. No one wants to describe
their family as anything less than perfect,
especially when the rest of society is just
waiting to see their ﬂaws. Just like every
other parent, LGBTQ parents want to see
their family respected and treated fairly.
When we express this by “over-Americanizing” our own families, we not only
hurt ourselves, but our children as well.
Nobody’s children deserve to have their
own community set expectations that are
too high, or to make a mistake and have it
attributed to their family make-up. This puts
children in the position of defending their
family, often reinforcing the self-inﬂicted
stereotype of the perfect family. It makes
it difﬁcult for them to ever see their family
for whatever it really is.
I am a child of two divorced lesbians.
I was alternatively inseminated and have
decided to write this article to address an
issue that most LGBTQ people are hesitant
to talk about, let alone the rest of the world.
My family does not ﬁt any picture that I
have ever seen – we are not represented
Tessa has just ﬁnished an internship at SPC
for which she organized an alternative career
fair at each of the four city high schools
(see page 4).

in books, or television, or newspapers
or magazines. My
family is unlike
most other families.
When families like
mine are displayed,
such as on a recent
MTV documentary
or on the cable program The L Word
there are some serious misconceptions that need to be
discussed. Not all
of our families are
perfect – we ﬁght
and have problems
too.
Children of
LGBTQ parents, A Mountain Meadow contingent marches in the Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/
Transgender Pride Parade in 2005 with a banner reading “3 generations of
like LGBTQ people LGBTQ families.” Photo: Mountain Meadow Camp
themselves, come
in all shapes, sizes,
colors and classes. We are not all children of Meadow. Up until that point I had never
upper class white women, or adopted from met another alternatively inseminated girl
other countries. Some of us have divorced my age – in fact I had started to believe
parents, or single moms and dads. Some of that I was the only one. Then, the second
us don’t even live with our own parents. In night into summer camp, I met Vivian.
my whole life (granted it’s only been 16 Vivian not only had two mommies, but
years) I have only found one place where also was alternatively inseminated and
my family is the norm – Mountain Meadow. lived in NY. She slept in my tent circle,
This is a summer camp that has changed in my tent, and in the cot right next to
my life. It has encouraged me to be coura- mine. From that year on, Vivian and her
geous and know that I am not alone. It has family have been my family as well. We
inspired me to challenge my surroundings visit each other about four times a year
in addition to seeing each other every
and be conﬁdent in who I am.
Mountain Meadow is an overnight year at camp. To me, she is the sister that
summer camp outside of Philadelphia I always wanted and the support that I
that lasts for two weeks. I found out about always needed.
Recently, I applied to be a member
Mountain Meadow through a ﬂyer that
my mother picked up at family week in of the Board of Directors of Mountain
Province Town. It hung on our refrigerator Meadow. Not only was I accepted, but
for about two years before I decided to I now co-chair the Long Term Planning
attend the camp. As it turns out, Mountain Committee. As a non-proﬁt, we are always
Meadow is much more than a two-week looking for donations and volunteers, as
summer camp – it is a community of people well as campers! So, spread the word.
that are dedicated to supporting families
like mine, even if they don’t fall into the If you or anyone you know is interested in
stereotypical setting described above. Two becoming involved, please contact Tessa
years ago was my third year at Mountain at the Syracuse Peace Council.
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Treaties and Federal Law Should Not Be
Violated Without Remedy
Statement from the Onondaga
Nation Communications Office
On May 16 the US Supreme Court refused
to hear an appeal on the Cayuga Nation
Land Claim case. The following statement
by Onondaga Nation Communications
Ofﬁce was made on behalf of Onondaga
Nation Council of Chiefs:
The Onondaga Nation criticizes the US
Supreme Court for rejecting the appeal of last
year’s decision against the Cayuga Nation’s
land claim. In that decision, the US Court
of Appeals, Second Circuit, contended that
there was no point in remedying New York
State’s appropriation of the Cayuga Nation’s
traditional territory as too much time had
passed since the violation. The Onondaga
Nation continues to support the Cayuga Nation – a “younger brother” in the eyes of the
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy.
The Onondaga ﬁled their own land
rights action in March 2005. While it
differs from the Cayuga suit in that it
does not seek “disruptive” remedies, the
underlying crimes and injustices are virtually identical. The historical facts that the
Cayugas did everything they could, that
they did not wait too long and that New
York knowingly and repeatedly violated
federal law and treaties were not contested
by the Court of Appeals. The Onondaga
will continue their suit regardless of today’s
grave injustice.
In seizing land from the Cayuga, Onondaga, and other Haudenosaunee nations,
New York State knowingly violated federal
laws, treaties, the US Constitution, and the
Trade and Intercourse Acts, which speciﬁcally prohibited states from taking territory
from sovereign Indian Nations without
federal involvement and approval.
There was no federal response to
these actions, however, and at the time
the Haudenosaunee could not take New
York State to court. These nations were
victim to constant political, social, and
economic exclusion and oppression. Most
of their leaders spoke little or no English;
they lacked sufﬁcient resources and had
The Onondaga Nation Communications Ofﬁce
can be reached at 315-492-1922.
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Colonialist justice: step by step.

 Claim

the land,
Ignore the owners.

 Steal

resources
and make laws.

no way of obtaining an attorney.
The Cayuga, Onondaga, and other
nations are not responsible for the delay
or “laches” (the legal term that the appellate decision invoked) in suing New York
State, given the judicial discrimination that
has existed for most of US history. In the
1920s an effort was made by the Haudenosaunee nations to pursue these land rights
cases, but the federal court decided that
such suits could not be claimed, and the
decision prevented these cases from being
considered for another 45 years.
In 1974, the US Supreme Court reversed the earlier ruling and opened the
court house door to the Haudenosaunee.
The Cayuga Nation ﬁled their land claim
in 1980, and in 1985 the Supreme Court

 Create

courts
and be just.

ruled that such claims are valid. While that
decision has not been overturned, today’s
inaction by the Supreme Court does prevent
enforcement of the United States’ most
important federal laws.
In exploring how to address the centuryold crimes committed against sovereign
Indian Nations, all parties should consider
ways to redress these wrongs so that those
living in Central New York today will
beneﬁt. Ignoring these historic wrongs
and injustices is just another chapter in this
shameful history of the genocide against
Native peoples in this country.
We renew our call for healing of all
peoples in Central New York, and for a
full healing of all the lakes, rivers, creek
and the natural world.

SUMMER ONONDAGA LAND RIGHTS PROGRAMS
Onondaga Land Rights:
All Central New Yorkers Can Benefit
Tuesday, June 13, 7 pm

Syracuse Common Council President Bea Gonzalez, Onondaga Faithkeeper Wendy
Gonyea, and Syracuse Peace Council’s Andy Mager discuss how the Onondaga Land
Rights Action can benefit all those who live in our community.

The Onondaga Nation and the U.S. Courts
Tuesday, July 11, 7 pm
Joe Heath, longtime civil rights attorney and counsel for the Onondaga Nation, and
Laurence M. Hauptman, SUNY New Paltz history professor, leading authority on
Native American history and author of over a dozen books on Native American issues
address the Supreme Court’s recent refusal to hear the Cayuga land claim case.

Programs at the Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee St.
Part of the collaborative educational series“Onondaga Land Rights and Our Common Future”
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation/Syracuse Peace Council, 472-5478, www.peacecouncil.net/noon

Peace Begins Here/War Begins Here
elana levy
Editor’s note: people’s names and “I” are
purposefully not capitalized in the essay
below as per the author’s request, unless
they appear at the beginning of a sentence.
It is unusual for the PNL to differ from
standard grammar style, and we hope you
consider the implications of this choice
as you read.
Kathleen rumpf and i, elana levy, conferring
at a raging grannies meeting, decided to
spend 24/7 in front of the federal building
in Syracuse during the Christian Holy Week
and the start of Jewish Passover holiday.
We arrived at the federal building Monday, April 10 at 7 am, and left the site on
Monday, April 17 at 9 am. Both longterm
activists, one out of the Catholic Worker
tradition, the other Jewish Renewal and
meditative practice, we spent many weeks
planning our extended presence. We wanted
to create peace, to, in fact, model “being
peace,” to furnish a positive, caring space
in our actions, our signs, ﬂyers and our
residence.
One sign read: “War Begins Here,”
another: “Peace Begins Here,” acknowledging that within each of us we can choose
which we wish to bring forth, and, that
within the federal buildings of the US too,
the policy makers choose which to bring
forth. We decided not to have any signs
that were “anti.”
Amazingly we were successful – although it is difﬁcult to deﬁne what that
means. We managed with the presence
of many, many human angels to create a
peaceful space where people chose to sit
with us, tell their stories or just drink in
the calm and timelessness. The one day
that anyone counted, we had about 60
visitors.
Our staying overnight for a week
moved people. Veterans of at least six wars
– WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada, Gulf
War and Iraq War – thanked us, letting us
know how strongly they agreed with us,
as well as many whose relatives are presently in the US armed forces in Iraq. Our
second night, a young man stayed with us
for hours, with tears letting us know how
much he wanted his uncle to come home
elana is a longterm activist in the tradition of
Jewish Renewal and meditative practice.

elana and kathleen invited the community to join them for a seder on the sidewalk in front of the
Federal Building. Photo: Carol Baum

alive soon from Iraq.
The few times someone looked skeptical, once they read the “COST OF WAR”
display board their demeanor altered:
US soldiers killed – 2,350
US wounded - 17,500
Iraqi civilians killed – 37,000
Dollars from Onondaga County alone
used to conduct the war – $538 million
(Figures are from April 10. At the
writing of this article, May 15, the ﬁgures
had grown to: 2,442 US soldiers killed,
17,869 US soldiers wounded, 39,300 Iraqi
civilians killed, and $546 million spent.
Sources: www.icasualties.org, www.
iraqbodycount.org, www.costofwar.com).
We are aware that many of these numbers
are way understated. Yet they are horriﬁc
enough, and from “credible” sites.
The Cost of War display board drew
people into our space and into conversations, often of their own experiences and
frustration with the war policy.
Since we left i have asked myself what
made this week so powerful? Workers on
their way to work, lunch or home stopped
by, thanking us, asking if they could give
us a donation (“no”). People would stop
and ask us if they could get us something
to drink. On Wednesday afternoon, a car
pulled up, a woman stepped out with a bowl
ﬁlled with maple sugar cookies. I asked if
we knew her. She said, “No. I saw you on
TV, and wanted to bring you something.”
Our Easter morning blessing occurred when
a man pushing a shopping cart ﬁlled with
bottles for deposit stopped alongside our
site with two crisp dollar bills in his right
hand, saying, “here’s my donation. I saw
you on the 11:30 TV news. I’m sorry i didn’t

get here sooner,” roger charles smith. We
humbly accepted his donation.
People wanted to feel a part of us.
Many came by more than once to talk
with us about their relatives in the war, or
their own experiences. People we knew
brought us meals, and we always had
leftovers for the street people who spent
time with us. It felt that when someone
left after spending time with us, they were
more peaceful.
So the powerfulness for sure was the
people. And, we were there, all day and
all night, with time to listen and engage,
nothing else to do but be there. I did not
feel like i was in Syracuse. We were anywhere, listening, talking, being fed, cared
for, feeding and caring, deeply. I am so
thankful to kathleen for her ability to engage
the homeless who then had a place to stay
for a while. And i feel so much gratitude
to all those who supported us with their
presence, their meals, ﬂowers, tents, chairs
and especially their love.
We received uncountable blessings as
we sat those full seven days on the sidewalk
on Clinton Street in Syracuse, New York.
One example – our fairy godmother, aka
nancy murray, came to visit us each and
every morning, 7:15 am, with the question: “What do you want for breakfast?”
And then proceeded to fulﬁll our wishes.
On Saturday night, around 11 pm she also
appeared to tell us the perfect name for us:
“the vigil aunties.”
A day later we received this haiku
from her:
The vigil aunties
spreading warmth on cold concrete
set ﬁre to Easter.
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First Unitarian Universalist
Society of Syracuse


109 Waring Road, Syracuse, NY, 13224
(315) 446-5940, firstuu@twcny.rr.com



Celebrate
The Rich Diversity of Life
Work for
Peace, Liberty & Justice for All





Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are
Invest your money in companies building the
kind of future you value. You have the option of
choosing companies that demonstrate corporate
responsibility.

Hansen’s Financial Services
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Sagacious
Investor
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Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066
315-637-5153
800-318-9780
Email: sue@hansensﬁnancial.com
Web: hansensﬁnancial.com
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CFP,CLU

100%
of the co-op’s
electricity is green

618 Kensington Rd
off Westcott Street
Between Euclid & Broad
Open 7 days
9 to 9

472.1385

Activist Appreciation: Rose Viviano

continued from page 4
Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union, the NAACP, the
Student Environmental Action Coalition and others. SPC also
distributed a ﬂyer of helpful websites and national organizations
for students to check out.
The career fairs were primarily organized by SPC high
school intern Tessa Sayers-Corcoran (see article page 21), who
felt the event was a great success. SPC hopes to turn this into
an annual event. If you have suggestions for next year’s career
fair, please contact us.

NOON Reading Group Starts

How many of us learned about the Sullivan Campaign in school?
How about the Treaty of Canandaigua? The members of the
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation reading group are looking
forward to reading about that and more. We had our ﬁrst meeting,
and will be meeting once a month for the rest of this summer.
It is not too late to join! Contact Carol for information on what
we’re reading, and about the next meeting.

Come Join the Parades

SPC will once again have contingents in both the Pride and
Juneteenth Parades. The good news this year is that the two
parades are on different days.
Marching in the parades is a fun way to show SPC’s solidarity
with other groups. Please join us for one or both parades:
Pride Parade: Saturday, June 10; meet 10:30 am at Montgomery and Salina Streets (in front of City Hall). The parade will
begin right after the raising of the Rainbow Flag at City Hall.
Juneteenth Parade: Saturday, June 17; meet 11:30 am at
Colvin and Salina Streets. The route this year is two miles, so
we will arrange transportation back to Colvin and Salina.
Contact Carol or Andy.

In 2002, Rose
Viviano offered her theater set painting skills to
transform
Carol’s gray,
dingy ofﬁce
into a friendlier space.
Over time the
SPC staff came
to understand
that Rose was
an experienced
organizer who
had taken a
long break
from activism.
Bit by bit Rose
became more
involved – ﬁrst it was the Program Committee, helping to think
through the Bush Must Go! Campaign. Then it was the months
of organizational and strategic planning organized by the Steering Committee. Now she is active with the Local Cost of the
War Campaign, the Steering Committee, and is one of the food
coordinators for the Birthday Dinner. Recently she ﬁnished organizing the production of the Guernica mural, which has become
an important piece of demonstrations and marches.
Rose’s energy, spirit and enthusiasm are matched by her
creativity, skills in strategic thinking, and organizing ability. We
are thrilled that she is part of SPC.

It’s Fund Appeal Time

Twice a year SPC sends out a fund appeal mailing to people on
our mailing list and assorted others. To do everything SPC does
takes energy, time and money. Please be as
generous as you can – we use every dollar
to the fullest. And if by some chance you
didn’t receive a fund appeal in the mail, feel
free to ask for one (or just make a donation
of money, time or materials).
For detailed information on SPC’s
ﬁnances, contact Carol.

59%
p:/

“IRAQ: Funds for Water Treatment Wane,
Say Officials,” www.irinnews.org

$

of the needed potable water will be
available for Iraq’s population if the
same obstacles, such as the current lack
of finances continue to be a problem.
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Assistance with organizing your life.

Get Organized!
Finances  Paper  Time Management
Preparing for a Move  Daily Money Management

Spring is here…..

Come in and browse our
distinctive,
handmade,
fairly traded,
garden decor

Chris Riley

(315) 247-6496

get.organized@earthlink.net

…

� ��������������

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd
446-0326 www.FairWorldMarketplace.com
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POETRY PEACE VIGIL

“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”
– Sam Hamill
If you’ve been moved by this unjust
war to write a poem, please consider
submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.
com, or mail to SPC. Work on themes
of war, the war economy, oppression
and political injustice, and/or which
celebrates more positive hopes and
visions, will be considered.

Dear Joe
I am begging you, my dear young friend, do not go and fight their war.
Their skillfully crafted promises of gold and treasure and glory
Are truly there but come at a price much higher than their worth,
And only made to ease your mind and your loving Mother’s worries.
The pretty pictures of brave young men playing soccer,
And those dressed so neatly, clean and freshly shaved;
Giving candy and toys away to smiling children all around
Are grossly out of place and are events terribly misshaped.
What they will not tell or show you, is the blood upon them
Where they once held a dying friend in their arms.
They do not tell you of endless days and sleepless nights
Or of living in fear of the next explosion or alarm.

They do not tell you what it’s like, to live a month or more
The only cleansing to be had, rain that falls upon the land,
Or what it’s like to crave a cool place or a small piece of shade.
Or always sleep with a weapon of death held tightly in your hand.
They will not tell you of the screams of those who lay dying.
Close enough for you to help, but far enough to be beyond your reach.
They do not tell you that you learn not to feel or cry for the pain inside
For to do so would suck your strength and spirit like a bloody leech.
And they will make pretty speeches about “either him or me”,
And how the evil one before you is just a nameless weapon of the war.
But they do not explain that that weapon walks and talks and dreams
And when you take that life it will remain in your mind forever more.
So, I beg of you, my kind young friend, hear the tears that fill my heart;
And please, oh I ask you please to consider the cost of all that glory.
Believe me for I know, it is not worth it, at ten times the bounty they pay.
To find yourself bathed in the blood of friend or foe, is not worth all their gold.

–M. DuBose \ Feb 2006
Michael served 23 years in the USCG, including two tours of
duty in Viet Nam. His story “Welcome Home...Thoughts Thirty
Years After My War” appeared in the May issue of the Peace
Newsletter.

Stop Reinventing the Wheel
The graduation rate for Syracuse city schools is 51%. Our new
superintendent is looking for a new direction and has asked
for community suggestions. As a former after-school tutor and
mentor for two years with Syracuse Catholic Charities, I ask
that we heed his call for our children’s sake.
History and research consistently show that the most effective way to increase student performance is by providing strong
support and instructional rigor.
One way to increase standards is by initiating a Literacy
Campaign. Stuart High, Washington DC, hired a reading coach
to train teachers how to incorporate reading in every subject area.
They also decreased English class sizes, and in six years, the
school went from failing ten of eleven state learning standards,
to passing all eleven.
Enhancing student conﬁdence through greater personalization and higher expectations has worked in other districts and
it can work in CNY. While these changes require signiﬁcant
commitment from the entire community, they can be accomplished with minimal ﬁnancial costs. Call, write, attend a forum,
volunteer. Get involved so that Syracuse can continue to foster
young leaders.
- Adam Bushey
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Letter to the
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Community Calendar
June 2006
4

5

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics Military Alternatives Education
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s Ch, Project meeting, 3:30 pm at the AFSC/
PA ofﬁce, 2013 E. Genesee St.
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.
4th Annual Westcott Art Trail
Sale, 10 to 5, Westcott Community
Center, located Westcott Street
and Euclid Avenue, Lauren Ritchie,
472-0108 (lcsritchie@lycos.com)
or Steve Susman at 478-8634
(steves@westcottcc.org).

11
EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60
Minutes. Time Warner Cable
Channel 98. 8pm. Produced
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Bikes4Peace Bicycle Clinic. 57pm, Northeast Community Ctr.,
716 Hawley Ave. Jess, 472-5478.

12
SPC Orientation for New Activists/Volunteers. 7-8:30pm, SPC
Ofﬁce, 924 Burnet Ave. Carol 4725478. Come Get Involved!

30
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. S. Salina and E. Colvin
St., Syracuse. 472-5478.

6
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Teall Ave. & Rt. 690
(Eastside) 472-5478.
First SPC Monthly Program:
Ithaca Students share about their
travels to Israel and Palestine. 7-9
pm.WCC. Free. Contact Candace
472-5478.

19

13
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Adams St. and Rt. 81
(Downtown) 472-5478.

20

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics SUN Westside Coalition, 7pm, Brown PFLAG Monthly Meeting, 7:30 pm,
& Friends Mass: St. Andrew’s Ch., Memorial.
1st UU Church, 250 Waring Rd.
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45Water, Precious Water – A Bikes4Peace Bicycle Clinic. 55:30pm. Genesee St. (Rt. 370/31)
Community Celebration!, 3–6pm, 7pm, Northeast Community Ctr.,
and Syracuse St. (Rt. 48), Bald716 Hawley Ave. Jess, 472-5478.
Syracuse’s Inner Harbor
winsville. 472-5478.
Syracuse Community Choir,
Children’s Choir, Fire in the
Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Belly Puppets, Onondaga DancMeetings, 6pm, Brady Faith, Aggie
ers, guest artists, and speakers
478-4571. Call to conﬁrm time
from the Onondaga Nation and
and place.
Syracuse Community, 6 – 8:30pm,
Syracuse’s Inner Harbor

25

CNY SOA Abolitionists and Caribbean Latin America Coalition
Joint monthly potluck meeting, call
for time and location. 478-4571.
M&T Jazz Fest 2006, Onondaga
Community College

26

Progressive Coalition meeting,
5:30-7pm, CNY Labor Fed., 404
Oak St, Andy 472-5478.

31

27

7

SUN Southwest Action Committee,
7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.

14

1

8

FRI

2

21

Pastors for Peace Caravan to Cuba.
Potluck 6pm, Presentation with Lisa
Valenti, 7pm. May Memorial UUS,
3800 E Genesee St.
SUN Skunk City Neighborhood Association, 6:30pm, Mundy Library.

3

34th Annual Teenage Competitive Art Exhibition (thru June 10),
Community Folk Art Center, 805
E. Genesee St., 442-2230, www.
communityfolkartcenter.org

10

9

SPC 70th Birthday Dinner:
St. Andrew the Apostle Church,
124 Alden St. 6 pm. Reservation
needed by June 2nd.

Cuba Movie: Honey for Oshum.
Pastors for Peace Beneﬁt. 7:30pm.
May Memorial UUS, 3800 E
CNY Pride Rainbow Flag RaisGenesee St.
ing, 11am, City Hall, CNY Pride
Parade (meet at corner of MontEVERY THURS: Womens' Voices
gomery
& Washington Sts. at 10:30).
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8pm.
Pride Festival at Everson Museum
plaza. www.cnypride.com
SPC Steering Comm Meeting,
7-9 pm, call for location, 4725478, open to SPC supporters.

15

22
Second SPC Monthly Program:
Active Solidarity/MAEP Screening of Malcom X. Donations
encouraged. Fundraiser for the
Partnership for Onondaga Creek.
7pm @ WCC. Food. Candace
472-5478.
EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Westcott Community Center, 826
Euclid Ave. 6-8pm. Steve, 4788634. Free.

28

SAT
4th Annual Westcott Art Trail
Sale, 10 to 5, Westcott Comm Ctr,
826 Euclid Ave., Lauren Ritchie
472-0108, lcsritchie@lycos.com

Duck Race to End Racism,
noon-4pm. Syracuse Inner Harbor.
Beneﬁt for the Community Wide
Dialogue to End Racism. Ducks $5
from SPC. 449-3552 x119.

16

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood Ju n e t e e n t h F l a g R a i s i n g , Gospel, Youth, & Family Day,
2 -10pm, Southwest Comm. Center,
Association, 6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 10am, City Hall.
400 Block South Ave.
1204 S Geddes St.
Juneteenth Ancestral Recognition
Dinner, 5:30-9pm, Location TBD.
EVERY WED: Military & Draft
REMEMBER:
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924
Online calendars are
Burnet Ave. 472-5478.
at www.peacecouncil.
net, including a community calendar that allows
you to enter events.

To list your group’s event
or meeting, call 472-5478
or send the info to SPC at
EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live.
pnl@peacecouncil.net
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Rt. 57 and Vine St., Village of Liverpool 472-5478.

THURS

CNY Civil Liberties Union Spring
Dinner & Kharas Award, 6 pm,
Country Club of Syracuse (formerly
Lafayette CC), $70/ticket or $100
ticket w/business card ad, 315Environmental Forum, 6-9 pm, 471-2821.
University Methodist Ch., 1085 E.
Genesee St. Presentation on Wind SUN Southwest Action Committee, 7pm, Brady Faith, 404
and Solar Energy. 469-5347.
South Ave.

Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt Dinner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

EVERY WED: Community Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Westcott Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave, 478-8634.
childcare and transportation provided,
Karen 428-8151, kmihalyi@a-znet.
Partnership for Onondaga Creek com, or Mardea 479-5757.
Meetings, 6 pm, Brady Faith, Aggie 478-4571. Call to conﬁrm time
and place.

Onondaga Land Rights: All
Central NewYorkers Can Beneﬁt. Speakers–Bea Gonzalez,
Wendy Gonyea, Andy Mager. 7
pm, Syracuse Stage, Free.

18

WED

23

17

JUNETEENTH. Parade meets at
11:30 am at Colvin and Salina
Sts. (March with SPC). Freedom
Festival, 1-7 pm, Clinton Square,
and Hanover Square.
Stonewall Comm. Film: Adam &
Steve. 7 pm, Palace Theatre, 2384
James St. $7-10. 476-6226.
EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
10 pm.Time Warner Ch. 98. People
for Animal Rights.

M&T Jazz Fest 2006, Onondaga
Community College. Continues
through Sunday. Free.

EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner
Cable Channel 98, 9-11am.

24

Pax Christi, 9:30 am, 208 Slocum
Ave., Dick Keough, 476-0048.

COMING IN JULY

July 1 - 3: Spanish Camp for July 12: Americans With DisActivists, Learn spanish with ac- abilities March and Rally 10 AM
tivists, Truxton, s4a@riseup.net 635 James St. March to Federal
Bldg. 11:30 AM Rally
Onondaga Women: Healing Re- WED., July 5: Weekly Peace Outlationships, Healing the Earth. reach. 4:45-5:30pm. Rt. 695 ramp July 17: Bikes4Peace Bicycle
Clinic. 5-7pm, S. Presbyterian
Womens' Voices Radio. WAER - 88 to W. Genesee St. (Fairmount)
Church, 112 W. Colvin St. Jess,
FM. 8-9pm.
July 11: Onondaga Land Rights 472-5478.
Series. The Onondaga Nation
and the U.S. Courts, 7 pm, July 18: Peace Outreach. 4:45-5:30
Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee pm. James St. and Thompson Rd.

29

Television by, for & about teens.
8pm. Time Warner Cable Channel
EVERYWED: Open Figure Drawing.
98. 478-UNIT.
7-10pm.Westcott Community Center,
The combined July/August issue of
PFLAG meeting, 7:30pm, 1st UU 826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.
the Peace Newsletter will be mailed
Church, 250 Waring Rd.
out on Thursday, July 20.

30

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

28
29
Syracuse Peace Council

TUES

St. Joe Heath and Laurence M. July 20: PNL Mailing Party 4-6:30
Hauptman. Free. 472-5478.
pm, 924 Burnet Ave, 472-5478
July 11: Peace Outreach. 4:45-5:30 July 25: Peace Outreach.Geddes
pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina St. St. and W. Genesee St. (Westside)

924 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

