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Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

continued on next page

Summertime at SPC
Ah summer – a time to play outside, gar-
den, go on vacation … but also to continue 
working for peace in myriad ways (see all 
the pieces on these pages). 

We’re fortunate that Jackie Hayes, 
Zach Lahey and Aly Wane have joined us 
for the summer. They are all highly skilled, 
enthusiastic, good organizers and political 
analysts. Aly will be interning at SPC for 
a year. With Zach’s help, he organized 
SPC’s showing of An Inconvenient Truth. 
Aly is also organizing outreach tabling and 
participating on the Local Cost of the War 
and the PNL Editorial Committees.

The office will not be open Wednes-
day nights in the summer. Daytime hours 
continue to be Monday-Friday, 10-5. There 
might be some slight variation due to vaca-
tions. If you are traveling from a distance, 
please call first. If you’d like to help out,
please contact the office.

March for Nuclear Free Future:
Pre-empt the Strikes,    
Public Power NOW!

This year’s annual dramatic procession to 
mark the US bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki will be held on Tuesday, August 8. 
We will gather near City Hall at 11:30. The 
march will begin promptly at noon, passing 
through Columbus Circle and Armory Square 
before arriving at Clinton Square. We will 
once again deliver a message to our federal 
representatives – this time demanding that 
the US stop its threats to attack Iran and 
North Korea, publicly declare that it will 
not use nuclear weapons in any attack, and 
pursue a sustainable energy policy.

We have many beautiful props and 
banners to be carried during the march. 
Please contact Jessica if you are coming 
and can carry something.

Local Cost of the War Leaflets
The war goes on and so do we. SPC’s Local 
Cost of the War Committee continues to 
meet and we urge you to join us. We have 
produced six leaflets (with number seven
in the wings) illustrating how much the oc-

cupation of Iraq is costing us in reduced and 
eliminated services to Onondaga County, 
New York State and the nation. From 
healthcare to veterans benefits, The Shared 
Times asks people to face the facts and do 
something. To view all six leaflets go to
www.peacecouncil.net/sharedtimes. 

We distribute leaflets as handouts and
online. Please consider helping with either 
distribution and/or printing costs (a single 
printing is about $75). Future leaflet top-
ics include education, labor/economy and 
the environment. We are also planning an 
event for the fall. To join in with a great 
group of people working on this project, 
contact Jessica or Carol.

Hot on the Trail of                
An Activist Center

As first reported in theMarch2004PNL, SPC 
has been searching for a new home which 
better suits our needs, allows us to take a 
major step forward organizationally and work 
more closely with other organizations.

We’re very excited about a com-
mercial building at 2013 E. Genesee St. 

which we hope will become the home to 
a new “Syracuse Social Justice Center.” It 
offers more space, a large meeting/work-
shop room, increased visibility, space for 
various groups and it’s in good condition. 
American Friends Service Committee and 
Peace Action are already there! However, 
it comes with a hefty price tag.

A new 501c(3) organization, the Alliance 
for Peace and Social Justice, Inc. is in forma-
tion to own and operate the building, 

Until the Alliance is fully established, 
SPC is helping to assess the viability of 
purchasing the building.

Suggestions and offers of assistance 
are warmly welcomed. Contact Andy.

Weekly Peace Outreach
Want a quick and concrete way to help 
end the invasion of  Iraq? Join us every 
Tuesday rush hour as we reach out to 
thousands of local drivers and their 
passengers.... 
Every Tuesday, 4:45-5:30 pm
Carpooling available from SPC.
• July 25 Geddes St. and W. Genesee 

St. (Westside)
• August 1 E. Genesee St. and Erie 

Blvd. (Dewitt)
• August 8 Rt. 11 (in front of 

Northern Lights Shopping 
Center, Mattydale)

• August 15 Genesee St. and 
East Lake Rd. (Skaneateles) 

• August 22 S. Salina St. and E. 
Colvin St. (Southside)

• August 29 NYS Fair (main 
entrance)

Before this year’s Pride Parade, a brief ceremony 
was held to raise the Pride Flag at Syracuse 
City Hall. After raising that flag, Nick Orth 
and Michael DeSalvo asked to add the Peace 
Flag (created by Syracuse Cultural Workers). 
As usual SPC had a contingent in the Parade.          
Photo: Harry Freeman-Jones.  
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Bikes 4 Peace in the News
Both Channel 5 and Channel 9 covered 
the Bikes 4 Peace clinic at the Northeast 
Community Center on June 26. Despite a 
short rain shower halfway through the clinic, 
youth kept stopping by, and we continued 
fixing bikes until 8:30 pm. In our first three
clinics this year we have worked with over 
50 young people, given away 15 recycled 
bikes to youth who worked during the clin-
ics and distributed nine free helmets and 
many brochures for Onondaga County’s 
low cost helmet program.

As we go to print, we are preparing 
for our next two clinics at South Presbyte-
rian Church (July 17 and 31). We’ll hold 
our last two clinics at the Spanish Action 
League on August 14 and 28. Donations 
and new volunteers are always welcome. 
Contact Jessica.

NOON Reading Group
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation has 
started its first reading group, focusing on
Robert W. Venables’ two-volume history 
American Indian History: Five Centuries 
of Conflict and Coexistence. The group, 
which meets monthly, had its first meet-
ing in May and is currently discussing the 
first volume, which describes the initial
encounters between Europeans and Native 
Americans throughout North America. 
Later this summer, chapters to be discussed 
include Massachusetts and Virginia settlers’ 
interaction with Native Americans, and the 
French and Indian War. 

American Indian History is available at a 
discounted price of $30 (for the two-volume 
set) from SPC. All are welcome to join the 
monthly discussions at the Westcott Day 
Hab Center, 522 Westcott Street. The next 
gathering is 7 pm on Tuesday, August 15. 
Contact Ellen at ebedgert@gmail.com to 
find out what chapters will be discussed.

Onondaga Land Rights Series
Over 150 people came inside on two 
beautiful evenings in June and July for 
the Onondaga Land Rights programs. On 
July 11, “The Onondaga Nation and the 
US Courts,” featured Attorney Joe Heath 
and historian Larry Hauptman tracing the 
historical relationship of the Onondaga Na-
tion to New York State. They highlighted 
the illegal theft of Onondaga land and tied it 
to the current land rights action. (See page 
8 for additional historical background.)

 “Onondaga Land Rights: All Central 
New Yorkers Can Benefit”wasaddressedby
Syracuse Common Council President Bea 
Gonzalez, Onondaga Faithkeeper Wendy 
Gonyea and SPC’s own Andy Mager on 
June 13. The lively conversation stimu-
lated by the series continues on Monday, 
September 11 (7 pm at Syracuse Stage) 
with Onondaga faithkeeper Oren Lyons  
speaking on “Racism, Native American 
Human Rights and the UN.”

Media Network is coordinating the techni-
cal work of the committee which includes 
Jackie Hayes, Ed Kinane, Rae Kramer and 
Andy Mager.

We aim to have a 20 minute video ready 
for preview this fall. Watch for details.

An Inconvenient Truth
On Sunday, June 18, SPC organized a 
fundraising event around the screening 
of Al Gore’s new documentary, An In-
convenient Truth. Close to a 150 people 
came to the Westcott Cinema to view the 
film and participate in a free-flowing and
fruitful discussion on global warming, its 
impact, and ways to reduce it. The discus-
sion was led by members of the Global 
Warming Action Network (Ollie Clubb 
and Richard Smardon) and the Citizen’s 
Awareness Network (Tim Judson and 
Thom Dellwo).  

The high level of participation by the 
community was encouraging; SPC would 
like to thank all the people who came and 
the wonderful volunteers who made this 
event possible.  

SPC’s Newest Intern
My name is Aly Wane and I am excited to 
be joining the Peace Council as an intern. I 
am a graduate of Le Moyne College with a 
B.A. in Political Science. After graduating, 
I worked at the American Friends Service 
Committee in Chicago, and at Unity Acres, 
a homeless shelter near Pulaski, NY. My 
areas of interest include economic justice 
and grassroots community organizing. I 
hope that I will be involved with SPC for 
years to come.

Active Solidarity:           
Let’s Get It Together!

Active Solidarity (AS) hosted its first event
late in June – a screening of Spike Lee’s 
Malcolm X with an introduction by Sundiata 
Salaam, a Master’s student in Syracuse 
University’s Pan-Afrikan Studies depart-
ment. The event was a fundraiser for the 
Partnership for Onondaga Creek (POC), a 
Southside-based community organization 
fighting environmental racism in Syracuse.
(See page 6 for a POC update.) About 30 
people attended the screening at the West-
cott Community Center and AS raised over 
$160 for the POC.  While there is certainly 

Getting it on Tape
As part of the effort to mark our 70th an-
niversary, a Peace Council committee is 
creating a short video about SPC and our 
history. After a series of meetings to develop 
themes for the video and identify folks to 
interview, 23 interviews were conducted in 
the fall of 2005. The committee is comb-
ing through the transcripts to cull out the 
pieces best suited for a short video, a very 
challenging task indeed.

Funding for the project comes from the 
DeFrancisco Grant Program administered 
by the Cultural Resources Council. Tim 
Brachocki of the Syracuse Alternative 

Peter Swords (left) and Nick Poulos tinker with 
votes as part of street theater and leafleting 
at Columbus Circle on July 6. The Progressive 
Coalition organized the event to build public 
support for the use of paper ballots, optical 
scanners and ballot marking devices for voting 
in Onondaga County. For information, see www.
peacecouncil.net/coalition. Special thanks to Ali 
Beishline for the props. Photo: Andy Mager
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Jessica is a Peace Council staffperson and 
is completing her term as PNL coordinator 
with this issue.

Global Warming: Take Action Now! compiled by 
Jessica Maxwell 

is the best way to guarantee 
that energy production 
and distribution puts the 
environment and local 
communities above profits.
Other communities with 
municipal power have also 
lowered their energy costs. 
A campaign to implement 
a public power system in 
Syracuse is underway. Get 
involved by contacting 
lahira@hotmail.com, or 
attend their next meeting 
on Monday, July 24 at 7 
pm at 528 Oak St.

 Become a nukebuster: many utility 
companies, like National Grid, sign long-
term power purchase agreements with 
energy polluters like coal and nuclear 
power plants, limiting the space avail-
able for renewable energy on the grid. 
Until we shut these old plants down, 
the development of clean energy will 
be prevented from reaching its full ca-
pacity. We need to push for a transition 
from non-renewable energy sources that 
pollute and rely on scarce resources to 
sustainable energy. This is even more 
urgent locally given the recent news 
that Oswego may be targeted as a site 
for another nuclear power plant.

 Organize alternative transportation 
days: whether it’s a critical mass bike 
ride or a “take the bus to work” day, col-
lectively organized days to avoid driving 
cars are not just good for the environment, 
they’re great for raising public aware-
ness, having fun, and gathering support 
to pressure politicians to improve public 
transportation infrastructure.

 Organize your school or office: changes 
in your home are great, but if you’ve 
already tackled your own home, move 
on to bigger targets. 

 Support small-scale, local farms: the 
worst environmental impacts come 
from large-scale, factory farms. Check 
out one of Syracuse’s many farmers 
markets (downtown–Tuesdays, Re-
gional Market–Saturdays, Lexington 
Park–Thursdays).  

Legislative Action
 Save NYSERDA!: There is a reoccur-

ring attempt by the NYS legislature to 
usurp the systems benefit charge (SBC)

for political pork projects. The SBC 
is the small fee paid monthly by all 
ratepayers in an investor owned util-
ity, like National Grid or NYSEG, to 
fund public benefit programs, like low
income heating assistance programs, 
energy efficiency programs, and renew-
able energy programs. Over the past 
eight years, the New York State Energy 
Research & Development Authority 
(NYSERDA) has administered the New 
York Energy $mart™ Program, a project 
that has successfully promoted energy 
efficiency and clean energy initiatives.
The program has provided substantial 
benefits to the NYS economy, public
health, and environment. NYSERDA 
should continue to administer the pro-
gram, rather than the NYS Legislature. 
Allowing the legislature to administer 
the program could destabilize important 
clean energy initiatives at a crucial 
time.

 Support WINBY (Wind in my 
Back Yard): There are a number of 
wind proposals in the North Country, 
WNY, the Southern Tier and off the 
shore of Long Island. (For more about 
NYSERDA and WINBY, visit www.
citizenscampaign.org.)

Local Resources:
Citizens Awareness Network, www.nuke-
busters.org, 882-6689
Citizens Campaign for the Environment, 
www.citizenscampaign.org, 472-1339
Global Warming Action Network, http://
home.twcny.rr.com/gwan2/, 479-5983 or 
424-8833
Sierra Club, Iroquois Chapter, newyork.
sierraclub.org/iroquois/, 492-4745

Many PNL readers have likely already 
seen Al Gore’s recent documentary An 
Inconvenient Truth. If not, you’re probably 
at least familiar with the basics of global 
warming. Hopefully, you’ve already been 
convinced of the urgency of this issue 
and are looking for ways to take action. 
We reached out to local organizations for 
suggestions of individual and collective 
actions to fight global warming.

Individual Actions
 Make the switch: from air conditioners 

to fans, from incandescent light bulbs to 
compact fluorescents, fromaclothesdryer
to a clothes line, from old appliances to 
new energy efficient appliances.

 Turn it off: every time you leave a room 
or building, check to see what you can turn 
off – lights, computers, stereos, etc.

 Choose renewables: while we all 
technically receive the same energy 
through the grid, you can influence the
overall mix of energy by signing up to 
support renewable energy companies. 
For example, you can choose to support 
one of three green energy companies 
distributing electricity through National 
Grid (see your bill for information on 
how to do this).

 Go veggie: animal agriculture is respon-
sible for producing huge quantities of 
methane gas, a powerful contributor to 
global warming. Large factory farms also 
rely on manure lagoons which increase 
methane production. A vegetarian (or 
vegan) diet is healthier for the planet. 
If you’re not ready to give up meat, talk 
to the Syracuse Real Food Coop about 
local, organic meat.

 Get there by bike: it’s the most efficient
mode of transportation – and lots of fun. 
Whenever possible, choose to walk, bike, 
skateboard or at the very least carpool.

 Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: in addition to 
reducing waste in the landfills, reducing
our consumption and recycling what 
we do use saves energy.

Collective Actions
 Public Power: ultimately, having local, 

democratic control over energy decisions 
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Midland Sewage Plant Really Stinks for Taxpayers
On July 5 the Onondaga County Legislature 
held a public hearing about funding the 
$67 million cost over-run for the Midland 
Avenue Sewage Plant. Partnership for 
Onondaga Creek (POC) members and 
supporters spoke about the need to in-
vestigate the cost estimating practices of 
the county’s consulting engineering firms
before county lawmakers agree to spend 
millions more.   

During the 2002 negotiations regarding 
the proposed Midland sewage plant, the 
county’s consulting engineers described 
their aboveground design for the Midland 
sewage plant as “mature.” They claimed that 
the plan for underground storage, preferred 
by the POC, was not, meaning that its cost 
estimate could vary. The county refused 
to consider underground storage because 
it would cost $75 million – $20 million 
more than their supposedly cost-effective 
aboveground approach.

In 2003, the engineering firmssubmitted
a $55 million cost estimate for the Midland 
sewage plant to the NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), 
and the state soon gave the county the green 
light to begin construction. In May 2004, 
six months after the NYSDEC approval, 
the county opened the Midland sewage 
plant construction bids – the lowest bid 
was $75 million, $20 million more than 
the submitted cost estimate.

Now, with about half of the project 
done, the consulting firms are asking for
$50 million more, bringing the total for their 
cost-effective plant to $122 million.  

Because Lake cleanup projects have 
significant funding from federal ($120
million), state ($165 million) and local 
(at least $215 million) sources, the POC 
is calling for audits at all levels. On June 

9, the POC wrote State Comptroller Alan 
Hevesi asking for a state audit of the 
county’s engineering firms. On July 6,
the POC met with Wintrop Thurlow of the 
Attorney General’s office. Thurlow made
it clear that having hard evidence was es-
sential for the AG’s office to investigate
the possibility of public fraud. A state audit 
would be a first step.

The POC has collected over 500 signa-
tures petitioning Hevesi to audit the county’s 
engineer firms, and we are asking our elected
representatives to support this inquiry as 
well. At the July 5 county public hearing 
we also supported county legislator Althea 
Chaplin’s resolution calling for the county 
to do its own independent investigation. 

Onondaga County has asked the firms
what caused the increase. Their answer 
is essentially,  “inflation,” – even though
they had included an inflation factor in
their “mature” 2003 estimate. If our local 
lawmakers accept this non-answer isn’t it 
time for regime change?

- Aggie Lane

room for improvement, AS was 
generally pleased with the event 
and the turnout. Did you go? We 
welcome feedback!  

Though currently focused 
on anti-racism, we hope to 
expand our alliance-growing 
work to reflect our commitment
to collective liberation from all 
forms of oppression. You can 
help – contact Candace.

Happy 70th        
Birthday SPC 

SPC recently celebrated our 70th 
Birthday with a tasty vegetarian 
dinner, inspiring speakers, and 
great community spirit. Almost 200 people 
came for dinner, with more joining for the 
talks afterwards. Two powerful speakers 
who had recently returned from Iraq – Kathy 
Kelly (Voices for Creative Nonviolence) 
and Beth Pyles (Christian Peacemaker 
Teams) – inspired us. The evening raised 
about $5800 to help us make it through the 
summer, which is typically a low-income 
period for SPC.

Organizing an event like this takes a 
community of support. Special thanks to 
Joanne Grisanti and the Syracuse Real Food 
Co-op for donating food; Sr. Pat Bergan and 
St. Andrew the Apostle Church for their 
hospitality; Aimee Jurista and Rose Viviano 
for food coordination and cooking; cooks 
Tessa Corcoran-Sayers, Paul Melnikow, 
Carole Resnick, Evelyn Kennenwood and 
Magda Bayoumi; Brian Caufield and the

Syracuse Community Choir 
for sound; overall organizers 
Carol Baum and Rae Kramer; 
and Herm Bieling, Mary Cun-
ningham, Mark Feldman, John 
Fitzsimmons, Lanny Fresh-
man, Ed Kinane, Andy Mager, 
Christopher Peltz, Chris Riley, 
Ann Tiffany, Wendy Yost, all 
the table hosts, and everyone 
else who helped with set-up, 
clean-up, and the program. 

Responses to the 
Spring Fund Appeal 
Greatly Appreciated 

Our annual spring fund appeal 
went out in May; as of early 

July, fifty-seven people have responded,
contributing almost $3900. Thank you 
– we use each dollar to the fullest. If you 
have just not quite gotten around to re-
sponding, or if you never received a fund 
appeal packet by mail (or email), it is never 
too late to make a donation – of money, 
materials or time. 

For information on SPC’s finances,
contact Carol.

Nobel Peace Prize nominee Kathy Kelly shared her experiences in the 
Middle East at SPC’s 70th birthday dinner. Photo: Ray Trudell
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OVER

5500
US TROOPS

Went AWOL between March 2003 
and March 2005. No figures are 
available for the past 16 months.
Source: www.harpers.org/AWOLInAmerica.htm

WAR STORIES:
Voices of Soldiers Outside the Mainstream
compiled by Brandon Gustafson and Aly Wane

What kinds of stories do we hear from veterans in the media?  
Of course, during war time, governments do what they can to 
prevent veterans and active duty soldiers from sharing certain 
kinds of stories, but shouldn’t we expect more from the “free 
media?” The mainstream media has plenty of opportunity to 
listen to the voices of people who are serving in Iraq, but they 
pick and choose which stories to use.  

Below are several quotes from Iraq War veterans that can easily 
be found online, but not in the mainstream press. 

“When IEDs [Improvised Explosive Devices] would 
go off by the side of the road, the instructions were 
– or the practice was – to basically shoot up the 
landscape, anything that moved. And that kind of thing 
would happen a lot.” So innocent people were killed? 
“It happened, yes.” (He says he did not carry out any 
such killings himself.)

- Michael Blake, www.truthout.org 

“All is not okay or right for those of us who return 
home alive and supposedly well. What looks like 
normalcy and readjustment is only an illusion to be 
revealed by time and torment. Some soldiers come 
home missing limbs and other parts of their bodies. 
Still others will live with permanent scars from 
horrific events that no one other than those who
served will ever understand.”

- Douglas Barber, Iraqi Veterans for Peace, www.ivaw.org,  
“Returning home alive”(Sadly, he committed suicide in January.)

“Instead of hating Iraqis for their strange ways and 
resentful behavior, I was trying to imagine the world 
in which they lived, even before an unwelcome US 
occupation forced them to live in a war zone.” 

- J.D. Englehart, (Former) SPC. 1st Infantry Division
www.militaryproject.org

“The smells of gunfire. The loud ping of bullets bouncing
off of metal, the vibrations of grenades exploding nearby. 
The taste of your own fear climbing up into your throat. 
This is combat. And no matter how many times you 
experience it, you learn one more thing about yourself 
and you’re always happy to be walking away.”  

- Fred Minnick, “In Iraq for 365”
http://desert-smink.blogspot.com/ 

“There are thousands of veterans being neglected 
over the treatment they require, whether it be physical, 
psychological, emotional or any combination of the 
above. Are we going to demand they receive just 
compensation for their sacrifice, or will we, as a
nation that has benefited greatly from their sacrifice,
continue to allow them to receive sub-standard care, 
and to be forgotten by the wayside? It is your choice 
America. What will it be?”

- Sgt. Kevin Benderman - Prisoner of Conscience, 
Conscientious Objector to War

The American Friends Service Committee brought the NYS version of their 
“Eyes Wide Open” display to Clinton Square on June 20. 
Photo: www.afsc.org
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Joe is General Counsel for the Onondaga 
Nation.

Onondaga Nation Land Rights and the 
Doctrine of Discovery 
Joe Heath

All United States Indian law is founded on 
a very old and racist concept – the “doctrine 
of discovery.” This doctrine was created 
by the European imperial nations as soon 
as Columbus landed and has continued, 
after its acceptance by the Supreme Court 
in 1823, right up through today. 

This Euro-centric doctrine, as set forth 
by the Pope in the Papal Bull of 1493, was 
based upon the assumption of Christian 
superiority. The edict claimed that since 
the Natives were not Christian, they were 
“savages,” and therefore less than human 
and not entitled to hold title to their own 
lands. The European sovereigns assumed 
title to all the land, leaving the indigenous 
peoples with only an “occupancy” right, 
which could be transferred only to the 
discovering sovereign. By fiat, the Natives
were involuntarily converted into tenants 
on their aboriginal lands.

The vast wealth of all of the land on 
these “discovered” continents was thereby 
transferred to the rulers of the European 
countries, who controlled who could buy 
this land from them and at what price. 
This sale of the stolen Native lands was 
the fundamental source of wealth in the 
“new world.” 

This stealing and selling continued with 
the creation of the United States. Many of 
the men traditionally viewed as the founders 
of this country – Washington, Jefferson, 
Adams, etc. – were land speculators, who 
made fortunes by investing in Native lands 
west of the original colonies, which were 
then sold to settlers at enormous profits.
Land speculation was also a source of 
revenue for the newly formed states. New 
York State quickly sold the Onondaga land 
purchased in 1788 for a fraction of its value, 
and in knowing violation of federal law, 
treaties and the Constitution, for five times
the amount paid for it. 

Shortly after ratifying the US Constitu-
tion in July 1788, New York furiously worked 
to grab vast areas of Haudenosaunee lands, 
because then Governor George Clinton knew 
that the state could not take Native lands 

once the Constitution went into effect. In 
its September 1788 “agreement” to take 
millions of acres of Onondaga ancestral 
territory, New York failed to even comply 
with its own laws. Subsequently, in 1793, 
1795, 1817 and 1822, New York continued 
to grab Onondaga lands, even though the 
state had been repeatedly warned by federal 
officials that such takings violated laws (the
Trade and Intercourse Acts), federal treaties 
(such as the 1794 Treaty of Canandaigua), 
and the Constitution.

In 1823, in Johnson v. McIntosh, 
another land speculator, Chief Justice 
John Marshall ruled that the “doctrine of 
discovery” was a fundamental basis for 
United States Indian law.

It is shocking that this medieval 
“doctrine of discovery” is still an integral 
basis of current federal Indian law. It is the 
foundation for the two recent, extremely 
negative federal court rulings which have 
been handed down in Haudenosaunee 
land rights cases. The first was the City of
Sherrill v. Oneida Indian Nation, which the 
Supreme Court issued on March 29, 2005. 
The second case was the 2nd Circuit’s dis-
missal of the Cayuga Nation’s land claim 
on June 28, 2005, a dismissal that was 
recently allowed to stand by the Supreme 

Court when it refused to hear the appeal. 
The “doctrine of discovery” is referenced 
in the first footnote in Sherrill.

Both of these cases also relied incor-
rectly upon the defense of laches, which 
essentially means that a party has waited 
too long to bring any lawsuit. If the law 
had been fairly applied, New York State 
would not have been allowed to use the 
laches defense. In order to claim an injury 
due to an unfair delay in filing an action,
the defendant (in this case, New York State) 
must not have broken the law; however, it 
is clearly established that New York know-
ingly broke federal law. Another reason 
for disallowing the laches defense is that 
there had been no delay;  Haudenosaunee 
leaders made early and repeated efforts to 
get their lands back, but US courts were 
not open to the Indian Nations until late 
in the 20th century. 

The Sherrill decision will eventually 
be seen as the Dred Scott case of Indian 
law. As our society moves ahead with heal-
ing and a deeper commitment to fairness 
towards the Native Americans, Sherrill 
will be overturned. It is time for truth 
and reconciliation, time for the dominant 

Onondaga Land Rights Update

On July 5 the stay on the action was 
lifted. The Onondagas expect New 
York State to request that the case be 
dismissed based on “laches,” assert-
ing that the Onondaga Nation waited 
too long to file their claim. The State
has until August 15, 2006 to move 
to dismiss.
The Nation’s lawyers will then respond 
to the motion by October 16, present-
ing historical evidence proving that the 
Nation did not delay in filing the LRA.
The Nation’s leaders and lawyers have 
been working with expert historians 
throughout the past year to gather the 
information necessary to prove that 
there was no delay.
The State must respond by November 
15 after which Judge Lawrence E. Kahn 
will rule on the motion to dismiss.

Joe Heath speaking about “The Onondaga 
Nation and the U.S. Courts” as part of the 
series Onondaga Land Rights and Our Common 
Future. July 11, 2006 at Syracuse Stage. Photo: 
Wendy Harris

continued on next page bottom
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Lockheed Watch CNY 
elana levy and Jessica Maxwell

On June 22, during the morning rush hour, a small 
group of activists associated with Lockheed Watch 
CNY held banners on three consecutive bridges over 
Route 81 just north of downtown Syracuse. The same 
three banners were held at the entrance to Lockheed 
Martin on Electronics Parkway on June 29. Hundreds 
– likely thousands – of people saw the banners as 
they commuted to work.

Construction on Southbound lanes of I-81 kept 
traffic moving at a snail’s pace – often coming to a
complete stop – allowing commuters ample time to 
read and react to the banners. At least two TV stations 
stopped by to film the banners and interview partici-
pants, and WAER quoted the group’s press release in 
their morning news segment the following day. 

Lockheed Martin is the largest arms proliferator in the world, 
exporting weapons to 40 countries.

Lockheed Martin uses US tax money to produce weapons of mass 
destruction that violate international law, including landmines 
which kill over 26,000 people every year, mainly civilians and 
children after a war has officially ended. Over 150 nations have 
banned landmines. Lockheed Martin also manufactures depleted 
uranium systems which are used in the war against Iraq, in violation 
of a UN resolution that classifies them as illegal weapons of mass 
destruction. Depleted uranium is cited as the number one cause of 
a six to ten-fold increase in cancer in Southern Iraq after 1991 and 
is also widely believed to be the cause of the “Gulf War Syndrome” 
that many US troops experienced after the 1991 Gulf War.

The $23 billion that Lockheed Martin receives 
annually from the US federal government (ie, our 
tax dollars) comprises 80% of Lockheed Martin’s 
budget. Imagine what might be accomplished if 
that money paid Lockheed Martin’s engineers and 
other employees (over 2300 people in CNY alone) 
to work on projects that serve the public interest, 
like renewable energy or public transportation.

Photos by Iare Nivedita and Kapil Suravaram. 
Contact Lockheed Watch CNY by calling or 
emailing SPC to get involved.

culture to admit its crimes of genocide, 
scorched earth policies, ethnic cleansing 
and land theft from the Native American 
nations, whose cultures and governments 
had been in place for centuries prior to the 
European invasion. 

State leaders need to face up to their 

ugly history of knowingly taking Haude-
nosaunee lands in violation of federal laws 
and treaties, and the Constitution. Once 
they and we do that, perhaps we can then 
move ahead towards true healing among 
all of the people of Central New York.

Today, if some bullying imperialist 
country were to announce that it was entitled 
to the lands of some other country, because 

of “discovery” by a “superior” religion and 
culture, such a claim would be in obvious 
violation of international law. Under the 
leadership of the Haudenosaunee and other 
indigenous peoples, there is a determined 
effort to have the Vatican rescind the Papal 
Bulls, which are the “moral” foundation 
of the “doctrine of discovery.” I urge you 
to consider joining this movement. 

Discovery?/continued from previous page
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continued on next page bottom

Alanna works at the Fair Housing Council 
and formerly served on SPC’s Steering 
Committee.

“I Won’t Rent to You Until I See                     
Your Green Card”
Alanna Gothard

Every day, thousands of people in need of 
safe, affordable housing find themselves
turned away for reasons they cannot con-
trol. Now with immigration under attack, 
people risk losing more housing opportuni-
ties regardless of their legal status in the 
United States.  

“Sorry, I only rent to citizens.”
“Have kids? The apartment is too 
small.”
“We don’t insure houses in the city.”
 “I won’t sell my house to those people.”

Hearing or being exposed to unscru-
pulous housing providers who constantly 
make statements like those above, negatively 
affects innocent people and deprives them 
of their right to decide where they want to 
live. In 1968, during the height of the Civil 
Rights Movement, Congress finally passed
the Fair Housing Act. The passage of this 
act made it illegal to discriminate in real 
estate related transactions on the basis of 
color, religion, race, national origin, and 
sex. In 1988, disability and familial status 
were added to the federal law. New York 
State later expanded protections to include 
marital status, age, and sexual orienta-
tion. The law covers “real estate related 
transactions.” This includes protection for 
people applying for a mortgage in order 
to ensure that people with similar credit 
receive similar interest rates; people needing 
homeowner’s insurance receive adequate 
coverage at a fair price; agents don’t steer 
white people and people of color to seg-
regated neighborhoods. While these laws 
are necessary and important, many housing 
providers simply disregard the laws due to 
prejudices or stereotypes they hold about 
people who differ from them.

Segregation: Lasting Effects on 
Communities 
While the law prevents some forms of 

discrimination, other types persist 
without any boundaries, limits, or 
protections. While some states, 
such as Massachusetts and Ver-
mont, protect recipients of social 
programs from discrimination, 
New York State does not mandate 
that housing providers have to ac-
cept public assistance or Section 8 
vouchers. The result is fewer op-
tions for people who rely on these 
programs. This accepted form of 
discrimination often forces people 
to remain in school districts and 
neighborhoods they wish to leave. 
Refusal to accept rental assistance 
programs coupled with credit checks 
and high application fees often set a 
very high standard for who may live 
in a particular apartment. Not only 
are people of low income adversely 
affected, but persons with disabilities 
also often cannot meet the application 
criteria because the disability payments 
they receive are so low.  

When discrimination occurs, whether 
it is a legal or illegal form, the effect 
ripples through communities. People are 
deprived of multi-cultural neighborhoods, 
professional relationships, and integrated 
schools that celebrate various cultures 
and lifestyles. The status quo remains: 
suburban flight continues as people leave
city neighborhoods they perceive to be 
plagued by poverty, race, and crime. Many 
develop a fear of people who rely on public 
assistance or vouchers. At the same time, 
many low-income residents who wish to 
leave the city are prevented by housing 
discrimination, lack of public transportation, 
lack of social services and programs, and a 
general lack of support. The simple fact that 
most suburbs are predominantly Caucasian 
makes it more difficult for people of color
to move, because they may feel intimidated 
to be the first people of color on the block
or in a development. The reverse is also 
true: people contemplating moving back 
into cities feel intimidated by the noise, 
crowds, poverty, and violence portrayed in 
the news. However, these problems often 
have social or institutional causes – crowds 
in the streets may be due to a lack of parks 
and other green spaces, poverty a result of 
our classist society and an economy that 

requires both low-wage workers and a 
certain level of unemployment.  

Too often people are judged on the 
basis of how they appear or speak without 
any regard to facts, such as:
• Can they afford the apartment?  
• How were the landlord references?
• Is their income sufficient to pay the

rent? 
• Were they evicted previously? If so, 

why?
These are just examples of questions 

housing providers should ask or worry about 
instead of skin color, accents, number of 
children, religion, sexual orientation, or 
membership in a protected class.

Discrimination forces people to pay 
more for less – being denied their first
choice of apartment, they often accept 
another, more expensive apartment, causing 
more economic hardship on the families 
and individuals who can least afford it. 
There are other hardships as well. A family 
may be forced to move out of their current 
apartment if ownership changes and the 
new landlord won’t rent to people with 
children – the result may include a change 
in school district, increased rent, and longer 
commutes. Homebuyers may never see the 
house with the amenities they want, and 
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homes may be underinsured or not insured 
at all, increasingly exposing vulnerable 
homeowners to dangers that could result 
in homelessness or personal liability.  

The Fair Housing Council of Central 
New York (FHCCNY) is the only agency 
in Central New York that focuses on hous-
ing discrimination. It also has a preda-
tory lending/foreclosure rescue project. 
Every day we receive calls from across 
the region, including many from people 
of color, families with children, persons 
with a disability, and residents from other 
countries. In 2005 we settled a case with 
Saddleclub apartments, because they 
stopped renewing leases of families with 
children, sent out a newsletter demanding 
that tenants get rid of children’s toys, and 
did not allow new families to move in. We 
filed a complaint with HUD on behalf of
a client with a disability who was charged 
a security deposit for his service animal, 
even though his animal is medically nec-
essary. We successfully negotiated for a 
client living in subsidized housing in the 
city to obtain an assigned parking spot 
because she cannot walk farther than 30 
feet. These are just a few examples of the 
cases we investigate in order to enforce 

the Fair Housing Act. 
The FHCCNY serves a broad geographic 

range including Onondaga, Cayuga, Oswego, 
Jefferson, and St. Lawrence Counties, and 
beyond. Discrimination is not just a city 
issue, or a suburban issue, or a rural issue; 
it’s everyone’s issue. Discrimination must 
be taken seriously – housing is one of the 
most basic humans needs, yet people are 
often deprived of their right to choose where 
to live, or to remain in the place they have 
chosen. It also goes beyond simply letting 
someone move in – does a housing provider 
respond to calls from people of color as 
often as Caucasian tenants?  Do people 
with disabilities receive the accommoda-
tions and modifications they need?  Is a
family being charged higher rent because 
they have more than two children? These 
practices continue to discriminate even if 
a family or individual is able to rent the 
apartment or house they choose.

How Can I Help?
While the FHCCNY investigates, enforces, 
and even litigates fair housing practices, the 
agency also does education and outreach to 
at-risk communities, trains housing provid-
ers, bankers, and management companies, 
and advocates for and counsels clients. 
However, one agency is not enough. It 

takes an entire community and the people 
in the community to eradicate segregation 
and discrimination.

If you or anyone you know suspects they 
were discriminated against, they should call 
the Fair Housing Council of Central New 
York (FHCCNY). One way the FHCCNY 
establishes a pattern of discrimination is 
by utilizing civil rights investigators. Civil 
rights investigators pose as home seekers 
to help establish a pattern of discrimina-
tion. If you are interested in becoming a 
Civil Rights Investigator, please contact 
the Fair Housing Council of Central New 
York at 471-0420. 

March for a Nuclear Free Future
Ever since the US dropped the first atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945, it has stockpiled nuclear weapons, 
developed new nuclear technologies and 
misled the public regarding the impact of 
nuclear weapons such as depleted uranium. 
Despite this history of nuclear proliferation 
and dishonesty, the US is now threatening 
action against Iran and North Korea for 
their pursuit of nuclear technologies. Ironi-
cally, the US has even threatened to use 
nuclear weapons, such as bunker busters, 
in a potential attack.

More than 500 tons, or one million 
pounds, of DU munitions have been dis-
persed in the US invasion and occupation 
of Afghanistan. More than four million 
pounds of DU has been dropped on Iraq 
since the 2003 US invasion. The Pentagon 
and the UN have both estimated that the 
US and Britain used as much as 1,100-
2,200 tons of armor piercing shells made 
of DU just during March-April of 2003 in 
Iraq. The amount of radiation generated 

by the 2003 war on Iraq is equivalent to 
250,000 Nagasaki bombs according to a 
paper presented at the World Uranium 
Weapons conference in Germany in October 
2003 (for more information, visit www.
traprock.org).

On August 6, 2003, Hiroshima Day, 
a meeting was held between corporate 
weapons manufacturers and US military 
representatives at the US Airforce Strategic 
Command Headquarters in Nebraska. The 
focus of the meeting was a discussion of 
so-called “mini-nukes,” including bunker 
busters, for use in pre-emptive strikes 
against countries targeted by the US in its 
bogus war on terror. 

This year, as we march in remembrance 
of the horrible devastation of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, we call for an end to all 
nuclear weapons, no attack on Iran or North 
Korea, and the development of a sustain-
able energy policy in the US. A respon-
sible energy policy focused on renewable 
resources would help eliminate the need 

Hiroshima Day Procession
Tuesday, August 8

Dramatic Procession 12 noon 
(gather at 11:30 am near City Hall)

Rally 12:45 pm
(Clinton Square)

Lobby Visits 1 pm
(Federal Building)

for oil wars. It would also set a timeframe 
to phase out nuclear power. In addition to 
the many environmental, economic and 
safety reasons to abolish nuclear power, 
the pursuit of nuclear power technology 
will always be inextricably linked to the 
development of nuclear weapons. We 
plan to deliver this message to our federal 
representatives after processing through 
downtown to raise public awareness.

Please join us. -Jessica Maxwell

Fair? / continued from page 10

Discrimination                   
in Central New York

2005 STATISTICS 
54% of Complaints were from 
African American People 
70% of Complaints were from 
Women with Children 
90% of People Served are Low 
Income, Very Low Income, or 
Extremely Low Income 



12 Peace Newsletter July/August 2006

Gabe is a political theater major at Antioch 
College. She is currently exploring the use of 
theater as a tool for social change. Protest 
and survive.

NOLA 
Gabe Barry-Caufield 

On May 16, I took a plane from Syra-
cuse, NY to New Orleans, LA (NOLA) 
to volunteer with the non-profit Common
Ground Relief Collective to help rebuild 
NOLA. It had been almost ten months 
since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita tore 
through New Orleans leaving thousands of 
people homeless, missing and/or dead as 
well as destroying everything they owned. 
Although there was mainstream media 
coverage in September 2005, it had been 
months since I had seen anything about the 
state of the economy or quality of living 
in Louisiana, so I was a little nervous as 
to what to expect. When I arrived, I went 
straight to Common Ground’s volunteer 
facility located in the 9th ward, one of the 
parts of New Orleans that was hardest hit 
by the storm. I was a little shocked by 
the level of devastation and destruction 
– houses on top of cars, piles of rubble 
everywhere and flood lines still visible.
Most grocery stores, restaurants and other 
businesses were still closed with residents 
hardly anywhere in sight. 

I didn’t leave the 9th ward for the first
three days I was in NOLA, and on the fourth 
I went uptown with some friends to have 
dinner. As I drove through the city, the smell 
of death and rotting that I had become used 
to slowly turned to lilacs and spring. The 
piles of rubble disappeared, hand-made 
street signs turned into streetlights and 
actual stop signs. It looked like an entirely 
different city. I had trouble comprehending 
how one side of town could be making 
money again and supporting a booming 
tourist economy, while on the other side 
of town they just received water less than 
a month ago and are still finding bodies in
flooded houses.

The Affects of My Identity in 
NOLA
Before the Emancipation Proclamation, New 
Orleans was one of the largest slave ports 
in the United States and one of the last to 

shut down. Most of the 
people of color who were 
enslaved in this country 
came through NOLA. 
A good deal of the ‘old 
money’ still present in the 
city came from big planta-
tion owners and families 
who prospered as a direct 
result of slavery.  Today, 
most of the white com-
munities are located on 
high ground (the French 
Quarter, Uptown), while 
communities of predomi-
nantly poor, people of 
color are on low ground 
and in areas that would be 
nearly impossible to evacuate during times 
of emergency. New Orleans is a city built 
on historical injustices, with strong roots 
in oppression and racist ideology. 

I am twenty years old, a woman and 
white. By ‘white’ I mean I identify with 
the racial group that is dominant or holds 
power over other groups of people in our 
society. I receive institutional and social 
privilege based on the color of my skin. 
White privilege is often invisible to white 
people, and it’s important to try to break 
down the oppressive way that we’ve been 
socialized to view everyday interactions. 
(More information on white privilege, 
racism, and how to be a white ally can be 
found through the Peoples Institute for 
Survival and Beyond, www.pisab.org.) I just 
wanted to put that out there to let y’all know 
where I’m coming from. My experience 
cannot be understood without addressing 
the context of race and racism. 

Re-New Orleans: 
Gutting the 9th Ward
During my first few days in NOLA, I
worked on a crew gutting a house on 
St. Maurice Street in the lower 9th ward. 
Like every volunteer who does any kind 
of gutting work, I was dressed in a tyvec 
suit, respirator, goggles, work gloves and 
boot covers. The goal is to be exposed to 
as little dust, mold, and floodwater as pos-
sible because of the highly toxic elements 
present. Ironically, residents returning to 
their homes are not provided with any 
kind of protection against the health risks 
of post-Katrina Louisiana. We worked 

for three days on this house to make it 
free of any contamination and ready for 
a construction crew to rebuild. Our first
step was lugging the ruined contents of the 
house to the curb while trying to salvage 
anything we could (family photos, jewelry, 
trinkets, furniture). Unfortunately, most 
everything was either covered in black 
mold or soaked in toxic floodwater, which
means it was contaminated and had to be 
thrown away. Cleaning out the house was 
one of the hardest things for me during 
my entire time in New Orleans. It put the 
whole impact of the storm in a humanized, 
personal context. I felt like my life was so 
privileged as I shoveled piles of school 
papers, baby toys, and unfinished Medicaid
applications into buckets to be carried to the 
curb. I remember taking a break, because 
I couldn’t stand it anymore. As I walked 
around trying to catch my breath I felt the 
sting of toxic tears and poisonous sweat 
pouring down my face – sure signs that I 
had been contaminated. 

By the second day we were tearing out 
the walls and ceilings and removing large 
appliances like refrigerators, stoves and 
sinks. It was exciting because the daughter 
of the woman who owned the house drove 
all the way from Houston, TX to help us 
and to go through the things we had tried 
to save. One of the differences between 
Common Ground and other non-profits in
NOLA is that they work with the residents 
on gutting their houses and rebuilding the 
community. It’s crucial to make sure that 
residents of the 9th ward stay connected to 
their homes, as many of them have been 

continued on next page

House in the 9th Ward before being gutted.  
Photo: www.commongroundrelief.org
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family owned since people of color were 
allowed to own land. Like the ‘old money’ 
of the New Orleans elite, many of the resi-
dents of the 9th ward have lived there for 
almost 100 years. Common Ground strives 
to address the power dynamic created when 
groups of predominantly white people go 
into communities that are not their own to 
provide relief work. They support residents 
in rebuilding their own homes and respect 
already present cultural and community 
standards rather than imposing values. 

For the rest of my time in New Or-
leans I volunteered at the Upper 9th Ward 
Women’s Center, where I will be returning 
in August. The Women’s Center is a place 
for women and children who have lost ac-
cess to health care, daycare, schools, food 
stamps, and other resources as a result of 
Hurricane Katrina. I spent a lot of time help-
ing with everyday tasks, such as cleaning 
the house and gathering basic needs from 
Common Ground Distribution centers. In 
the afternoons, I spent time with the kids 
from the center: helping with homework, 
taking bike rides, and just staying cool! 
Honestly, my favorite part of my time 
in NOLA was the relationships I formed 
with the kids and women at the center. I 
learned a lot from the kids about sharing 
what you’ve got and acting selflessly, even
when you don’t want to. 

Empty Promises and the Work 
to be Done
The racist history of New Orleans set the 
stage for an unjust social and economic 
response to post-Katrina relief. The 9th 
ward has been labeled as a problem part 
of town for years – the poverty level was 

one of the highest in the 
country even before the 
storm. Lower 9th ward 
is located near the levee 
that blew out, causing it 
to be hit the hardest by 
the storm. Even before 
homeowners of the 9th 
ward were allowed to 
return to their neighbor-
hoods, contractors from 
Halliburton and other 
big businesses were 
allowed in to evalu-
ate the property value. 
Many corporate and 
governmental forces are 
pushing to keep hom-
eowners from returning 
to the 9th ward. The 
city has set a deadline 
of August 29 for all 
residents to have their 
homes signed up to be 
gutted by a non-profitor
they will be bulldozed. 
Insurance companies are 
looking for any loophole 
or excuse to refuse aid. 
They are refusing to 
cover damaged homes 
located on the other side 
of the levee, because the 
flooding was a result
of a burst pipe in the levee, not an act of 
God. Many public housing residents are 
now returning to NOLA to find moldy,
condemned apartment buildings filled with
their rotting belongings and toxic rubble. 
FEMA is supposed to provide housing for 
natural disaster evacuees for 18 months, but 
they have already begun kicking families 

out of their temporary homes. 
Residents of 9th ward and other 
communities are left with 
nothing but empty promises 
from re-elected Mayor Ray 
Nagin. With hurricane season 
approaching once again, folks 
are way past frustrated.  

There is still a great deal of 
work left to be done in NOLA. 
It’s not over, even though the 
government and corporations 
in a position to provide aid 
have turned their backs. I’d 
like to suggest a few questions 
for anyone thinking of coming 
to 9th ward to help out: Why 
should you go and volunteer? 

While the whiter and wealthier sections of New Orleans are welcoming 
back tourists, areas like the 9th Ward are still gutting houses and finding 
dead bodies. Racism anyone? Photo: www.commongroundrelief.org

What kind of a presence will you take up 
in 9th ward (think about privilege, power, 
whiteness)? What can you contribute in 
NOLA that couldn’t be done from your 
home? Look over the Common Ground 
website, www.commongroundrelief.org, 
as well as the Peoples Institute for Survival 
and Beyond, www.pisab.org.

Please send extra kids’ clothes, women’s 
clothes, shoes, toys, or extra money (dia-
pers and formula, doctors appointments, 
etc., can be expensive!) that you would be 
willing to donate to the Upper 9th Women’s 
Center (address below). A special request 
– one of the kids at the center is an amazing 
drummer who has only played on a drum 
set a few times in his life. Any musicians 
who have drums to spare, it would make 
a ten year-old boy in New Orleans very, 
very happy!

Donations for the Upper 9th Women’s 
Center can be mailed to:
Women’s Center
C/O the House of Excellence
1415 Franklin Ave
New Orleans, LA 70117

 NOLA / continued from previous

“Solidarity not Charity” is core value at Common Ground Relief. 
Photo: www.commongroudrelief.org
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continued on bottom of next page
Karen writes frequently for the PNL on 
culture and the media.

Summer Film Reviews
Karen Hall

and actions por-
trayed certainly 
invites interest-
ing discussion. 
Those who may 
argue against 
using a Guy 
Fawkes mask 
and equating 
the Gun Pow-
der Plot with an 
anti-totalitarian 
movement may 
be interested to 
learn that cyni-
cal critics of 
British Parlia-
ment have for 
over a century 
quipped that 
Fawkes was, 
“the only man 
to ever enter parliament with honorable 
intentions.” The Scottish Socialist Party 
resurrected a poster bearing the saying 
with humorous intent in 2003. The use 
of Fawkes as a symbol is an invitation to 
viewers to study history, oppression, and 
political thought. 

Few viewers will miss the parallel 
between Chancellor Sutler’s affiliations
with pharmaceutical corporations and the 
Bush administration’s ties to the oil indus-
try. Both rulers profit personally from the
instability they foment politically. Again, 
debating the veracity of these claims can 
and should take viewers on a research 
quest that will wind through conspiracy 
theories, the history of the Middle East, the 
history of OPEC, the Bush family ties to 
oil, George Bush Sr.’s use of government 
information to serve as a consultant to Saudi 
oil merchants, and Cheney’s involvement 
with energy concerns. When popular culture 
encourages debate such as this, those of 
us trying to educate and agitate on these 
very topics should cheer.

Admittedly, the political philosophy 
backing this movie is problematic. It’s 
a hodge podge of passions and reason. 
It celebrates a society’s rebirth through 
violence and it participates in murder for 
revenge. None of us will find this accept-
able, let alone admirable. But if you can, 
look past the exploding Parliament build-

ing to the legions of citizens in the street. 
Celebrate the catalyst that propels cowed 
and frightened citizens to march against 
their government unarmed.

And if you feel the same tingle 
of excitement that I do, join me in a 
Million V March on Washington No-
vember 5th. In the words of the film’s
hero, “This may be the most important 
moment of your life... commit to it.” 

United 93
“I thought it was very well-made.”

How many people have you heard say 
this about the film United 93? Just what 
could the criteria for a well-made movie 
be in this context?

We’ve heard the story of United Flight 
93 many times, so this movie can’t be 
well-made based on its ability to create 
suspense or produce revelation. We are 
all too wizened to expect history from 
Hollywood. There are plenty of internet 
sites out there, both conspiracy-theory-
based and just-the-facts-based, that will 
detail factual inconsistencies in the film.
The events of 9/11 are too fresh for the 
film to act as metaphor. So just what does 
well-made mean?

Turning the Tides      
on Vengeance
“A building is a symbol, as is the act of 
destroying it. Symbols are given power 
by people. A symbol, in and of itself is 
powerless, but with enough people behind 
it, blowing up a building can change the 
world.”

These are the words of V, a man in a 
Guy Fawkes mask. Whether V is a vigi-
lante, a superhero, a terrorist, or political 
philosopher who favors anarchy over to-
talitarianism is to be decided by the viewer. 
Those who may write this movie off as yet 
another shallow comic book hero action film
will miss the opportunity to struggle with 
some of the culturally popular metaphors 
for today’s political climate.

Comic books house some of the most 
pertinent mythology of the modern world, 
and superheroes are for today’s culture what 
Homer’s epic heroes were to his ancient 
Greek society. It should come as no sur-
prise, then, that the world of comic book 
superheroes has produced a character like 
Batman who struggles internally with the 
question of whether he is a hero instilling 
a justice that the system can’t accomplish, 
or a vigilante undermining the system and 
justice simultaneously. What better myth 
for audiences to contemplate in an age of 
US empire when American troops bring 
democracy at gunpoint.

V for Vendetta features a hero who 
wishes to bring down the fascist govern-
ment strangling the futuristic, Orwellean 
England. V also has a personal vendetta, 
however. While he crusades to break the 
power of a government who rules by fear 
and torture, he is also at work assassinating 
every individual who was responsible for 
his earlier imprisonment in a concentration 
camp where medical tests were performed 
on him and other inmates. This personal 
vengeance morally complicates his char-
acter and his project.

Whether you agree with the film’s
use of metaphor or not, taking a position 
for or against the characters, symbols 

On November 5, 1605, Guy Fawkes was caught in the cellar of the British 
Houses of Parliament with 36 barrels of gunpowder. He was tortured and 
executed. Some wonder if the annual commemoration (fireworks and burning 
effigies of Guy Fawkes) celebrates Fawkes’ execution or honors his attempt to do 
away with the government. Graphic: www.ffmedia.com
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I think for most viewers well-made 
means that writer and director Paul Green-
grass stayed just within the acceptable 
boundaries of exploitation and emotional 
manipulation. He delivered a jolt that 
enabled audiences to once again feel the 
threat and fear of terrorism but gave it a 
civic veneer so folks could feel patriotic 
watching the film, as if they were doing
some kind of cultural work witnessing the 
tragedy of these lost lives. 

The other reason we hear so often that 

Films / continued from previous page the movie was well-made, I believe, is that 
so many viewers feel they are unable to 
criticize the film. Because watching the
film can be equated with doing one’s civic
duty, criticizing the film, then, becomes
unpatriotic, insulting to the lost lives of 
those on the plane. In a silent and subtle 
manner, this film adds to the coercive
political climate in the US against free 
speech and the right to disagree with the 
government.

If the film supported acts of witness,
active recognition and remembrance that 
would facilitate a practice of healing and 

reconciliation, I might call it well-made 
and understand why time, money and labor 
went into the making of this film. That’s
a mighty big “if” and I don’t expect Hol-
lywood to ever deliver such goods. If you 
hear someone say United 93 was well-made, 
ask them just what they mean and tell them 
what you wish it had done for the citizens 
of the US. At least this exploitation flick
will have inspired a helpful conversation. 
And if you miss out on having a meaningful 
conversation about this film, don’t worry.
Oliver Stone plans to release his World 
Trade Center on August 9.

Thom lives on the eastside of Syracuse, volun-
teers with the Eastside Community Gardens and 
Market Coalition and works at the Syracuse 
Cooperative Federal Credit Union.

Green Space is      
OUR Space
Thom Dellwo

Urban areas all over the country have begun 
to see the value of creating community 
green space. Whether it is rethinking our 
parks to use the space more efficiently,
or turning unused lots into community 
gardens, urban green spaces become safe 
learning/play areas for our children, foster 
the development of community organiza-
tions, increase property values and provide 
a haven from concrete and steel.

Eastside Community Gardens and 
Markets is a coalition of several groups 
in Syracuse that are interested in gardens 
and markets for a variety of reasons. Its 
mission is twofold: to work with commu-
nity organizations and their members who 
want to create gardens in unused lots, and 
to help foster community run markets to 
sell locally produced crafts and fresh fruits 
and vegetables from community gardens 
and regional farmers. The aims of coalition 
members include the following:

The volunteers at the People’s Equal 
Action and Community Effort (PEACE, 
Inc.) eastside office have created a garden
on the property surrounding their building 
at the corner of East Fayette and Beech 
Streets, working on the part of their mission 
that seeks to help provide nourishment to 

the neighborhood.
The lack of access 

to fresh fruit and veg-
etables in low-income 
neighborhoods, such 
as those on Syracuse’s 
eastside, is a focus of the 
Food Bank of Central 
New York.  As part of the coalition they 
have worked on raising funds to support 
the garden/market project. They have also 
helped create the first farmers’market on the
eastside. Beginning on July 20 and running 
until early October, the market will be held 
every Thursday from 3–9 pm at Lexington 
Park (E. Genesee St. and Columbus Ave).

The Boys and Girls Club hopes to 
use community gardens as training sites 
for youth in their Green Team program.  
The youth will be working in the garden 
at PEACE to learn about urban agriculture 
and supplement the volunteers already 
working there.

A project like the Eastside Community 
Gardens and Markets creates a system 
in which people can fulfill some of their
own needs through their own efforts and 
working in their own community. In turn, 
a sense of empowerment and unity grows 
within the neighborhood, strengthening its 
ability to take on other issues that need to 
be addressed.

To help with the Community Garden 
at PEACE, Inc., email Brendan Ryan, 
bryan@peace-caa.org. To help with the 
Lexington Park market email Theresa 
Geldard, tgeldard@foodbankcny.org.

Looking for
a Community Garden 

in Your Neighborhood?
Many neighbors and groups have created 
green spaces on their blocks to grow 
food and get to know their neighbors. 
If you’re interested in starting one in 
an empty lot near you, you can contact 
Syracuse Parks and Recreation for as-
sistance, 473-4330. To check out some of 
the most active community gardens:

341 Midland Ave Community Garden
Started in 1997, the garden brings to-
gether neighbors on the 300 block of 
Midland Ave.

Morningside Community Garden
Located behind the Ed Smith School on 
Broad Street, Morningside has about 
60 plots gardened by folks living on 
Syracuse’s eastside.

Kwanzaa Community Garden
A garden, park and gathering place for 
the community on the 900 block of 
Midland Ave.
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Shawn is President of Community Animal 
Project. He has been an animal rights activ-
ist for 14 years, founded two organizations, 
and worked as a cruelty caseworker for 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
in Norfolk, VA. 

Providing a Voice for the Voiceless
Shawn DeLeo

Friends Don’t Chain Friends 
Community Animal Project (CAP) has 
garnered much media attention for our 
“Friends Don’t Chain Friends” campaign. 
This campaign centers on the fact that dogs 
should not be tethered for long periods 
of time. If we tried to invent the cruelest 
form of punishment for dogs, we probably 
couldn’t come up with anything worse than 
“solitary confinement” on a chain or in a
kennel. Dogs are pack animals who crave 
the companionship of others. Unfortunately, 
millions of dogs across the country, and 
hundreds right in Central New York, spend 
their lives tied up or confined. This solitary
confinementwithlittleexerciseor interaction
with humans or other dogs can literally drive 
them insane. They are exposed to anything 
and anybody who comes at them with no 
escape, and they can strangle themselves 
trying to get loose. These dogs become 
very territorial and aggressive rather than 
sociable companions. 

CAP is working on this issue from a 
few angles. We have a general education 
campaign that includes setting up informa-
tion tables at events and community centers, 
as well as presentations for schools and 
community groups. We talk to people on an 
individual basis who chain their dogs and 
encourage them to give them a better life. 
This may result in us getting the dog into 
a new, more loving home or the guardians 
making positive changes. If we are unable 
to help the dog any other way, we build a 
customized doghouse to at least provide 
the dog with a little comfort. We are also 
working to push legislation locally and 
state-wide which would limit the amount 
of time dogs can legally be tethered.

Food You Feel Good About?
Wegmans is widely believed to be a very 
positive company. They seem to cater to 
health conscious consumers, provide great 
customer service and are always highly 

ranked as one of the top 
companies to work for in the 
US. Unfortunately, when 
it comes to the treatment 
of their egg laying hens, 
Wegmans receives very 
poor marks.

A group of activists 
in the Rochester area con-
tacted Wegmans in 2004 
after reading information 
on the Wegmans website 
claiming their egg farm 
to be one of the best in 
the country. The website 
specifically described
problems common at other 
farms and denied that they 
were happening at the 
Wegmans’ egg farm. After 
being denied tours of the 
farm so the claims could 
be proven, activists entered 
the farm at night with a 
video camera to document 
the conditions. Not only did 
they find Wegmans to be lying on their
website, but they found the conditions 
of the farm to be completely horrendous 
– hens drowning in manure pits, starv-
ing to death in cages because their heads 
were stuck in the cage wiring, corpses all 
over the bottoms of cages, and hens on 
the lower levels covered with feces from 
the higher ones. The hens were cramped 
in so tightly that they could barely turn 
around or even spread a wing. They were 
being denied everything that was natural 
to them. The activists were able to res-
cue a few of the hens. They then formed 
an organization called Compassionate 
Consumers and turned their footage into 
a film, Wegmans Cruelty.

Soon after its release in July of 2005, 
Wegmans pressed charges (including 
burglary, larceny, trespassing, and theft) 
against three activists involved in the film,
who used their faces and real names during 
the open investigation/rescue. Basically, 
a corporation caught lying had activists 
arrested for exposing the truth. Two of 
the activists accepted plea-bargains, while 
the third, Adam Durand, went to trial and 
was convicted of a misdemeanor. Despite 
being his first offense, he was sentenced to
six months in jail. After serving more than 
two months, Adam was granted a stay of 

sentence pending appeal on June 20 by the 
presiding Supreme Court Judge. 

Initially Wegmans tried to defend 
itself by using the fact that their eggs 
were stamped with the Animal Care Cer-
tified (ACC) logo. United Egg Producers
themselves created ACC, which permits 
overcrowding, de-beaking, and every 
other cruel condition depicted in the film.
Many organizations, including CAP wrote 
to them asking that they remove the label 
as it misleads the public. They refused to 
listen to us, and it took the Federal Trade 
Commission stepping in to force all stores 
to remove the label. It’s very sad that such 
a company appears progressive on the 
outside, yet refuses to listen to consumer 
and humane organizations.

CAP has launched a nation-wide 
campaign asking Wegmans to stop using 
battery cages and switch their farm to 
one that complies with Certified Humane
guidelines. Certified Humane is endorsed
by the American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals and Humane Society 
of the United States. It would mean the 
hens would not be in cages, would have 
enough space to take dust baths, would 
have nesting boxes, and would be checked 

Wegmans Cruelty will be screened again in Syracuse at New York 
State’s 2nd Annual Vegetarian Festival on August 27 at the Inner 
Harbor. You can also contact CAP for a DVD.

Continued on bottom of next page
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Good Eggs / continued from page 16

regularly by veterinarians. They also would 
not be de-beaked (a process done as chicks 
with no painkillers to prevent pecking 
each other to death in the cages). In order 
to keep the Certified Humane logo their
farm would have to pass inspection by an 
independent humane organization. Please 
contact Wegmans and let them know you 

want them to make these changes. The cruel 
battery cage system has been banned by 
the European Union, and many US food 
service markets, universities, and grocery 
store chains such as Whole Foods, Wild 
Oats and Trader Joes have pledged to 
stop using battery cages. Wegmans is in a 
unique position – they own their own farm 
and have the power to go even further by 
going Certified Humane. They would be

the first company in New York to have a
Certified Humane egg farm. Their slogan
is “Everyday You Get Our Best.” Until 
they switch to Certified Humane, neither
consumers or their hens are getting even 
close to their ‘best.’ 

Visit www.communityanimalproject.org 
for more information on this and other 
campaigns. 

Holly speaking at the March for Women’s Lives 
in Washington, DC, April 2004.  
Photo: www.hollynear.com

Lesley works as a Scholar in Residence at 
the Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation.

Holly Near: Women in Resistance Music
Lesley Lammers

Woody Guthrie. Bob Dylan. Pete Seeger. 
These are the usual suspects that come to 
mind when baby boomers are asked who 
championed the political protest music 
movement of the 60s and 70s. Although 
singers such as Joan Baez, Buffy Saint Ma-
rie, and Ronny Gilbert were widely known, 
they never gained the same notoriety or 
status as their male contemporaries. This 
isn’t unusual – women’s contributions to 
progressive movements have often been 
overlooked. Women performing protest 
music found themselves in an atmosphere 
of irony and hypocrisy. While male resis-
tance musicians sang about peace, freedom, 
justice and equality, female musicians 
were not just singing about it, they were 
actively struggling for an equal voice in the 
movement. For these women, there were 
two battlegrounds – the male-dominated, 
male-owned music industry, and the anti-
war movement. How could their comrades 
speak of freedom and peace abroad while 
half the population of their own country 
was being oppressed? Out of these contra-
dictions was born a wave of women who 
were ready to combine their talents with 
their passion for human rights.  

Holly Near was a product of this 
movement and continues to write protest 
music after 35 years of performing. The 
personal has always been political for Near, 
whose philosophy is: “I do not separate my 
music from my heart.” Her lyrics have a 
humorous, light-hearted tone while also 
addressing serious issues, such as the war 
on Iraq and the healthcare crisis. Near was 
one of the first openly queer singers and
has been recognized by the ACLU and 
Ms. Magazine as a foremother of feminist 

activism in the US.  

Today’s Righteous Babes 
Although most 20-somethings today prob-
ably have not heard of Near, they are sure 
to be familiar with some of the artists who 
have followed in her footsteps, such as the 
Dixie Chicks and Ani DiFranco. While the 
music scene has changed, women still face 
the same struggle to have their voices heard. 
Today, women performing resistance music 
encounter a fierce corporate-controlled
industry that censors antiwar messages and 
government criticism. Ani DiFranco started 
her own record label, Righteous Babe Re-
cords, in protest of the corporate takeover 
of music. Surely DiFranco gained part of 
her inspiration from role models such as 

Near, who was the first woman to start her
own record company, Redwood Records, 
in 1972. Near started the company after her 
difficulty obtaining a record deal because
her music was seen as too political.  

The Dixie Chicks continued the fight
of women like Near when they criticized 
George Bush and spoke out against the 
US war on Iraq during a London concert. 
Corporate-controlled radio stations began 
refusing to play their music, and the band 
received hate mail. At first they issued an
apology, but they quickly decided not to 
give in to the threats of the corporate music 
industry, instead reiterating and strength-
ening their criticisms. Their controversial 
album, Taking the Long Way, includes lyrics 
such as “I’m not ready to make nice, I’m 
not ready to back down.”  Near’s newest 
album, Show Up, also sends the message 
that silence is not an option, and she is “tired 
of making it sound all pretty.”  Although 
the issues might be slightly different, 
today’s artists continue the long struggle 
of progressive female musicians making 
their voices heard loud and clear as a call 
to action and justice.  

Holly Near Benefit Concert 

Saturday, October 7, 7:30 pm
H.W. Smith Elementary School 

(Syracuse) 

for the Matilda Joslyn Gage Founda-
tion, a not-for-profit devoted to public
education about the women’s suffrage 
movement and Gage’s influence on
social justice. 

Tickets: $25 in advance
$30 at the door. 

To order: (315) 637-9511 or 
foundation@matildajoslyngage.org
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4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd  
446-0326     www.FairWorldMarketplace.com  

Summertime… 

so many 
ways to 
 relax! 

Lao Village
Laotian & Thai Catering
and food subcontractor
208 W. Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13202
(315) 435-8151
On Clinton Square
Vegetarian Dishes
Bring your own containers 

Serving the area 
for 8 years

���������
����������������

����
���

���������

����

�����������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������

��������������������������������

�����������������������
��������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������
����������������������������������������
����������������������������

���������������
��������������������

SEASONAL WORK
AVAILABLE

T E M P W O R K POS IT IONS
L AT E A U G U S T- D E C

We have positions in:
DATA ENTRY/CUSTOMER SERVICE

& SHIPPING

Call Now!
for your choice of hours/shifts

474.1132  x2

SY R AC U S E CU LT U R A L WO R K E R S

TOOLS FOR CHANGE
400 Lodi Street

• starting $7.50/hr.  
• employee discounts

• enjoyable, alternative work 
environment

SEASONAL WORK
AVAILABLE

T E M P W O R K POS IT IONS
L AT E A U G U S T- D E C

We have positions in:
DATA ENTRY/CUSTOMER SERVICE

& SHIPPING

Call Now!
for your choice of hours/shifts

474.1132  x2

SY R AC U S E CU LT U R A L WO R K E R S

TOOLS FOR CHANGE
400 Lodi Street

• starting $7.50/hr.  
• employee discounts

• enjoyable, alternative work 
environment

SEASONAL WORK AVAILABLE
TEMP WORK POSITIONS LATE AUGUST-DECEMBER

We Have positions in:
DATA ENTRY/CUSTOMER SERVICE & SHIPPING

• starting $7.50/hr.
• employee discounts

• enjoyable, alternative work environment

Call Now! for your choice of hours/shifts
474.1132 x2
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Letter to the

To the PNL:
President Bush keeps asking us to stay in Iraq until victory. Of 
course, the President and the bankers and corporations who move 
his arms, legs, and mouth have already won. Their problem is 
to hold onto their winnings until they can add to them.

John Perkins, in his book Confessions of an Economic Hit 
Man, says that there is a widespread belief in the Middle East 
that whoever holds Iraq controls the Middle East. For this unholy 
crew, holding Iraq involves keeping about 140,000 increas-
ingly unhappy US servicemen and women in Iraq. I suspect 
that they are inciting the Sunnis to murder their countrymen 
so that they will have another excuse to stay in Iraq.

Mr. Perkins believes that his bosses and President Bush 
intend to attack Iran. I certainly believe they want to. The 
US military has 7,000 nuclear missiles and the means to 
deliver them. It will try to convince us that Iran, just starting 
a nuclear program, is a threat to us.

Being suckers once is more than enough. Let’s show 
them that they cannot fool all the people all of the time. Let’s 
bring our troops home from Iraq.

-Angus MacDonald, Syracuse

The Pen is Mightier than the Sword
Frank Woolever

Editor’s Note: Frank left Syracuse in early April to serve a three 
month sentence in federal prison camp for his nonviolent protest 
action at the US Army School of the Americas (now officially
called the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Coopera-
tion) in November of 2005. Since writing this piece, Frank has 
been released and we welcome him back home.

“The pen is mightier than the sword.” That dictum proved true 
once again, when my op-ed piece appeared in the Syracuse 
Post-Standard on May 25. No one here at Canaan Satellite Camp 
seemed indifferent to it.

The administration folks were clearly upset. Even before the 
paper arrived here (always a few days after publication) the prison 
Administrator and her team had a copy of it. She called me into her 
office after the midday meal the following Monday. I was informed
that somehow I was supposed to have known that permission was 
necessary to send something to the media. When I questioned 
exactly how I should have known it, the hesitating answer was 
that it could be found in a document on the computer in the Law 
Library. I had previously been told by the Education Director that 
I could not use the computer unless I was “working on my legal 
case”, which of course I did not need to do. When I then appealed 
to freedom of speech, they had no response. Case closed!

Most of the inmates appreciated the article, and several per-
sonally thanked me for it. Some wanted to know how they could 

send letters to their own newspapers. A couple wanted to send 
follow-up ones to the Post-Standard. I encouraged them all, but 
also let them know of my experience with the administration.

Some inmates were less than appreciative, thinking that I 
had criticized them for wasting food.  They were correct. Since 
the letter was published, I have noticed slightly more sensitivity 
of inmates to finishing their food. Perhaps they are not taking
quite as much in the first instance.

The C.O.’s  (Corrections Officers) also read it, and a number
of them made comments, mostly favorable. One of them told me 
that it appeared on some type of government (Bureau of Prisons) 
website, where he read it. Once in a while, we get patted down in 
routine search for contraband. One C.O., after he had frisked me, 
told me that he had read the article. “Well written,” he said.

My Landscape Supervisor read it without comment. Later, 
when I asked him about the possibility of composting, he said 
that he was ready to get one started. We’re now in the process 
of connecting with the Food Service team to get the process in 
motion. Whether or not that article gave the supervisor a little 
push, I will likely never know. However, if composting, as one 
part of recycling, starts in the camp, then the article was worth 
its weight in gold, “black gold” that is! (Black gold is another 
name for the completion of the compost process.)

Blessing, 
Frank Woolever

Frank speaking at the SPC rally on the 3rd anniversary of the US invasion of 
Iraq. Photo: Andy Mager
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618 Kensington  Rd  
off  Westcott  Street  

Between Euclid & Broad  
Open 7 days       9 to 9   

472.1385

100% 
of the co-op’s  

electricity is green  

Enlightenment Guaranteed 
A film to benefit the Zen Center of Syracuse  

at the Palace Theater, 2384 James St., Syracuse 

Sunday, August 13, 2006

Film: 4-6 p.m., $10 

Patrons’ Reception: “A Taste of Enlightenment”:  
 3-4 p.m., $40, includes gourmet Japanese vegetarian 

treats and admission to film

Enlightenment Guaranteed, a unique comedy directed by 
Doris Dorrie, features two German brothers who travel to a 
Japanese Zen monastery, with hilarious adventures and 
meaningful personal transformation for both of them along 
the way.   The screening is a benefit for the Zen Center of 
Syracuse and a kickoff for its Capital Campaign to raise 
$300,000 by 2010.   

For   Tickets may be purchased by mail at the  
Zen Center, 266 W. Seneca Turnpike,  

Syracuse NY 13207, or at the  
Palace Theater. 

 For more information call  
the Zen Center, 492-9773 or visit 

www.zencenterofsyracuse.org

Please Support Peace 
Newsletter Advertisers!
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Display Your Politics!!
Mid-Term Elections 11/07/06

1100

1702

1032

1008

Plus: July & August Poster Blast!
ALL POSTERS (loose only) 25% OFF!

400 Lodi St. (corner Hawley) M-F 9-5 pm 
315.474.1132  fax 800.396.1449

www.syracuseculturalworkers.com
Union members always 10% discount. MC/Visa

and many 
more 
buttons &
bumperstickers

1028

I’m
Anti-War

and
I Vote !

Friends
don’t let
friends

vote
republican
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If you’ve been moved by this unjust 
war to write a poem, please consider 
submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.
com, or mail to SPC. Work on themes 
of war, the war economy, oppression 
and political injustice, and/or which 
celebrates more positive hopes and 
visions, will be considered. 

POETRY PEACE VIGIL  
“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

Jackie works with the Peace Council and has been Project Coor-
dinator for NYPIRG at SUNY New Paltz. She spent a semester in 
Ecuador and traveled through Bolivia and Peru.

Ode to the Economic Hit Men
Jackie Hayes

Mid-western upbringing, 
private high school 
and all the exclusion money can buy lands a government job.  
Green almond eyes draw money men into the mix of things.  
In them they see the Amazon twisting and turning,
swinging its voluptuous hips to the tune of money. 
They plan to play a jungle beat on their leather wallets.  
They get drunk off martinis in a Manhattan bar, 
thinking of oil pipeline workers kicking soccer balls across a barren field:
They’ll bring everyone into the future on a wave of oil.

A plane ride to Ecuador and reality tears a significant hole in 
capitalism’s tapestry.  

The lines this theory drew in steel and concrete don’t quite compute.  
Hand-woven intricacies pieced together by generation upon 

generation of 
Quechua-speaking indigenous Ecuadorians seem to paint a more 

accurate portrait of the landscape. The Incans were right about 
the location of the equator-- 

and the Spaniards were wrong.

Indigenous men and women surround Quito like a halo, 
stopping traffic when the IMF fails to pay off.  
It’s set up so Ecuadorians are in tangible debt 
whilst the IMF leaves behind the abstract idea of broken promises.  
That’s the trick the money men get right every time, 
boy they know how to manipulate a humble people, 
who will always give them the benefit of the doubt. 

And they have a river, 
and they have a river, 
and they have a river in Guayaquil that is so polluted you can’t see its 

current.  
Solid sludge stagnates on top while a slow, sad stream fights beneath,
fights to bring water to the river dwellers 
washing their clothes and their faces in this water.  
Cooking their food and drinking this water, this water.  
‘El agua es nuestra carajo!’  

The town was built at first with no treatment center, 
sewage dumping right into the river.  
Then NesCafe moved into this industrious city, 
this business-friendly city with few environmental restrictions.  
They pinned their pretty billboards around town, happy, white-faced, 

green-eyed children posed like snake charmers to sedate a 
desperate city.  

We’ll create some jobs and some products they boasted.  
They holed up in a corner surrounded by concrete walls, 
like a distant castle to keep out all the unemployed.  
A few men wait by the gate every morning 
clutching onto a hope that has become more dangerous than helpful.

A gate opens up the girls’ orphanage, as well.  
The orphanage is run by nuns and the church, 
since there is no public money to fund these projects.  
The girls make cameras out of scraps of paper, 
each taking a turn snapping faux photos of dancing girls and passerbys.  
They bring us tin cups of water from the bathroom sink, 
that we’ve been cautioned not to drink.  
The clean water for washing is under the ground, 
a door opens into the cavern of water that looks like a mirage in this 

concrete desert.  
They cannot be greedy, 
there is only so much water 
delivered once a month and that’s it, bottom line, period.

Greed is not for little orphaned Ecuadorian girls, 
it’s for rich, white men in Subarus trekking from Quito, down to Shell, 

a town named after an oil company.  
Armed with soccer balls and whistles 
they plan to strike a deal with the locals who’ve had no outside 

contact with 
an oil-addicted world.  
They plan to sell the land and rights for a handful of whistles.  
If things get rough they’ll offer the soccer balls, 
then the goals, 
then they’ll arm the government with US guns.

Late at night when the money men are holed up in a Sheraton hotel high 
above Guayaquil lulling themselves to sleep by counting dollar bills, 

Israel climbs to the roof of the boy’s home.  
At 11 years old he finds an isolated corner to huff some shoe polish 

and drift into a fuzzy haze of lights and sounds.  
He tries to picture his mother in Quito 
selling dolls and tapestries to American and European tourists,
shoots his focused thoughts off the roof like a flare in hopes that his 

mother will respond with a map in the stars. 
‘Here’s where I am’ she’ll say.  
‘Here’s where I am.’  

When the polish wears off there’s a hungry hole in his stomach
mirroring the pitch black sky, 
no response, 
no stars, 
no hope, 
no map.  
He makes his way to the edge of the roof 
To stare at the contrast of his tiny toes to the overwhelming city streets.

I get a muffled, frantic phone call at 1 am, 
Andreas found Israel on the roof poised to jump.  
He’s without a mother, money, a job or food.  
He wondered what was left.  
The money men sink deeper into a delusional sleep in their Sheraton beds,  
dreaming of being white saviors, the Quexatlquotl of the 21st century.  
Their white horses only drag darkness, 
big black empty blankets that look like death streamers dancing to the 

beat of Amazon river coughs,  
singing greed’s song and laying hope to rest.
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1103 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY  13203

(315) 475-6453
www.newschool-syr.org

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program

“The New School is small enough to provide personal 
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning
activities.  It’s great  to have young and old children
interacting and learning from each other in this unique 
school that both challenges and comforts.”

-Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi

Now Accepting Applications For Fall

where kids love to learn



        SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Free Bike Clinic for Youth.  5-        
7:30 pm. S. Presbyterian Church 
(corner Colvin St. & S. Salina St.). 
Jessica, 472-5478.

Peace Newsletter Mailing 
Party. 4 pm, SPC, 924 Burnet 
Ave. You provide the hands, we 
provide the pizza! 472-5478.

NOON Reading Group.  (see p. 
4) 7 pm. Westcott Day Hab Center, 
522 Westcott St. 472-5478.

Hiroshima/Nagasaki Dramatic 
Procession. Gather at Syr. City 
Hall 11:30 am. Dramatic Proces-
sion through downtown to Clinton 
Square. Jessica, 472-5478.

Syracuse Progressive Coal. 
Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY Labor 
Federation, 404 Oak St. Andy, 
472-5478.

SPC Steering Comm Mtg. 7 pm. 
Open to SPC supporters.  Call 
for location, 472-5478.

List your group’s event or 
meeting, call 472-5478 or 

email: 
pnl@peacecouncil.net

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy 
Now! w/Amy Goodman. TW 
Cable Ch. 98, 9-11 am.

EVERY SUN: People’s 60  
Min utes. TW Ca ble Ch.98. 
8 pm.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Geddes St. and W. Gen-
esee St. (Westside). 472-5478.

EVERY WED: Mil i tary & Draft 
Coun sel ing at the Peace Coun cil. 
Noon - 3 pm.  Marge 472-5478.

EVERY  THURS:  Free Legal Ser vice.  
Westcott Com munity Center, 826        
Euclid Ave.  6-8 pm. 478-8634.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. E. Genesee St. and Erie 
Blvd. (Dewitt). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 11 (Northern Lights 
Plaza, Mattydale) 472-5478.Free Bike Clinic for Youth.  5-

7:30 pm. Spanish Action League, 
700 Oswego St., Jessica, 472-
5478.

Westcott Street Cultural Fair 
Planning Meeting:  7pm, Westcott 
Day Hab Center, 522 Westcott St, 
703-6848.

Westcott Street Cultural Fair 
Planning Meeting.  7pm, Westcott 
Day Hab Center, 522 Wescott St, 
703-6848.Syracuse United Neighbors/

Westside Meeting.  Brown Me mo ri al 
Church, corner Davis and S. Geddes 
St. 7 pm. 476-7475.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew's Ch., 
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew's Ch., 
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew's Ch., 
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
Animal rights & en vi ron men tal 
vid eos. 10 pm. TW Ca ble Ch. 98.  
People for An i mal Rights.

29

1 AUGUST

15

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition Potluck Meeting. 4-7 
pm. Slocum House, 208 Slocum 
Ave. 478-4571.

21

Military Alternatives Education 
Project Meeting. 5:30pm, AFSC/PA 
Office, 2013 E. Genessee St.

Free Bike Clinic for Youth.  
5-7:30 pm. Spanish Action 
League, 700 Oswego St., Jessica, 
472-5478.

SPC Monthly Program: Active 
Solidarity Fundraiser for Dr. 
Dhafir Appeals Fund, WCC. For 
more details contact Candace, 
472-5478.

Expressing Our Nature Meet-
ing: St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden 
St. 7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net. 

GRADS Support Group for 
HIV+MSM. Contact Bob, 475-
2430 x801.

Lesbian Syracuse Brunch, Old 
Country Buffet, 3179 Erie Blvd 
E.10:30am. We're in the back room, 
come join us!

Stonewall Committee Meeting: 
246 Water St., 6pm. 476-6226.       
All are welcome!

SAGE/Upstate Meeting: Parish 
House 1st Presbyterian Ch., 620 W. 
Genessee St. Potluck 4:30pm.

Slippery Friends Amphibian 
Walk, Clark Reservation (James-
ville), meet at Nature Center, 
3-4pm. 492-0067. 
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Teaching Tolerance Reception. 
2 pm. Curtin Aud., Central Library.  
Boys & Girls Club and partners, 
including SPC. Nicole, 472-6726.

NEVER AGAIN

8

22

30

27
NYS Vegetarian Festival. 
10am-10pm, Inner Harbor, 
communityanimalproject.org.

SPC Poker Night–Benefit for 
Iraq War Resisters. 7:30 pm, 
401 Scottholm Blvd.,  BYOB. 
445-2840.

Latin American Festival: Sat. 
11am-10pm, Sun. 1pm-9:15pm, 
Clinton Square.  
www.spanishactionleague.com.

"Enlightment Guaranteed" film 
benefit for the Zen Center. Film 4-
6pm. Palce Theater, 2384 James St. 
See page 20. $10, 492-9773.
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Syracuse United Neighbors Skunk 
City Mtg. Mundy Library, S. Geddes 
St. 7 pm, 476-7475. (Also Aug. 15)

CNY Raging Grannies. 1pm, 
Contact Chris for location, 
449-9346.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. E. Lake Road and Gene-
see St. (Skaneateles)  472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-  
5:30 pm. S. Salina St. and E. Colvin 
St. (Southside) 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45- 
5:30 pm. NYS Fairgrounds (main 
entrance) 472-5478.

PFLAG Meeting. First U-U Church, 
250 Waring Rd., 7:30 pm, 446-5940. 
Help-line 635-9230. (Also Aug. 29).

Syracuse Progressive Coali-
tion Mtg. 5:30-7pm. CNY Labor 
Federation, 404 Oak St. Andy, 
472-5478.

Mon-Fri: Free breakfast (8:30-9:30 
am) and lunch (11:30-12:30 pm)  for 
19  and younger. Westcott Community 
Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave.  478-8634.

NEVER AGAIN
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Syracuse United Neighbors/
Westside Meeting.  Brown Me mo ri al 
Church, corner Davis and S. Geddes 
St. 7 pm. 476-7475.

Pax Christi Monthly Meet ing.  
9:30 am-noon. 208 Slocum Ave. 
Frank, 446-1693.

Syracuse United Neighbors/
Southside Coalition Meeting.  
Payton Temple, 7 pm. 476-7475.

Vigil Against the Death Pen al ty.  
noon-12:30 pm. Columbus Circle, 
Bill Cuddy, 474-7437.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
Television by, for teens. 8 pm. TW 
Ca ble Chan nel 98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY MON: Morris Danc ing. 
West cott Com mu ni ty Center, 826 
Euclid Ave. 7-8:30 pm. 478-8634.

EVERY THURS: Womens  Voic es 
Ra dio. WAER-88 FM. 8 pm.

EVERY SUN: Common Threads, 
acoustic mu sic on WAER 88.3 
FM.  2- 5 pm.

NEVER AGAIN

Pax Christi Monthly Meet ing.            
9:30 am-noon. 208 Slocum Ave. 
Frank, 446-1693.

Syracuse United Neighbors 
SW Coalition Meeting.  7 pm.  
Brady Faith Ctr. 404 South Ave.  
476-7475.

Expressing Our Nature Meet-
ing: St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden 
St. 7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net.

Lesbian Syracuse Brunch, Old 
Country Buffet, 3179 Erie Blvd 
E, 10:30 am. 

Middle Eastern Festival Cultural 
Festival. St. Elias Ch., Fri. 4-10pm, 
Sat. noon-10pm, Sun. noon-7pm, 
(July 21-23) 677-0155.

Holistic Moms Network Monthly 
Mtg. 6:30pm, Liverpool Local 
Library, 310 Tulip St. 706-0318.

La Leche League Couples Monthly 
Mtg. 7:30pm. Call Jan for location, 
652-8059.

Vigil Against the Death Pen al ty.  
noon-12:30 pm. Columbus Circle, 
Bill Cuddy, 474-7437.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil
Community Calendar

July/August 2006

EVERY THURS: Cyber-Seniors 
Computer Class. 10-noon. Westcott 
Community Ctr. Steve, 478-8634.

EVERY OTHER  TUES: Partnership 
for Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 pm. 
For place, call Aggie, 478-4571.


