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A New Sanctuary 

Movement?

Undocumented Immigrant Finds 

Asylum in Chicago Church

Lucas Freshman

On August 15, instead of reporting to the Chicago Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) for deportation, immigration reform 
activist Elvira Arellano sought refuge in a small storefront church 
in Chicago’s largely Puerto Rican Humboldt Park neighborhood. 
Arellano, a 31-year-old undocumented Mexican immigrant, has 
been advocating for immediate and truly “comprehensive” im-
migration legislation for the past four years.

She has petitioned lawmakers, organized large marches and 
took part in a 22-day hunger strike this summer in support of 
undocumented workers. She formed La Familia Latina Unida 
(United Latino Family) with the help of Emma Lozano, long time 
immigrant rights activist and director of Centro Sin Fronteras 
(Center Without Borders). 

La Familia advocates for immigration reform that does not 
include raids, deportations, interrogations and, most importantly, 
the separation of families which include a US citizen (most often 
a child). Of the estimated five million children of undocumented
workers, 3.1 million are US citizens. Saul Arellano, Elvira’s 7-
year old son, is one of them. 

Immigration and “Security”
Elvira Arellano entered the United States illegally in 1997 and 
was sent back. She returned days later, finding work in Oregon
and Washington State, finally moving to Chicago in 2002 where
she worked as a janitor at O’Hare Airport. She was arrested at 
O’Hare in the post-9/11 nationwide airport security crackdowns 
in which DHS agents combed airport records for potential “se-
curity threats.” 

Elvira and 37 others were arrested for falsifying applica-
tions, using false Social Security numbers and working without 
papers. Elvira was sentenced to three years probation and was 
to be deported. 

Through “private bills” introduced by Congressman Luis 
Gutierrez of Chicago’s 4th Congressional district and Senators 
Dick Durbin and Bobby Rush, she was granted a stay of deporta-
tion, working papers and a driver’s license. It was during this time 
that Elvira met with lawyers at Centro Sin Fronteras – and Emma 
Lozano – and became active in the immigrant rights movement. 
Elvira led groups of families in similar situations on delegations 
to Washington, DC, California, Texas and all over the Midwest. 

SEE INSIDE
Voices 
Against the War Rally, p. 3
Feminism and War, p. 5
Thinking Elections, p. 11Ph
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social 
justice organization.  It is community-based, autonomous and funded by 
the contributions of its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence 
and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  It challenges the existing 
unjust power relationships among nations, among people and between 
ourselves and the environment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, 
hierarchy, domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each 
other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and 
militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make these connections clear.  We initiate 
and support activities that help build this sense of community and help tear 
down the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and justice is 
an economic system that places human need above monetary profit.  We 
establish relationships among people based on cooperation rather than 
competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other.  
In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict resolution and 
to a process of decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.

Subscribe to SPC’s Weekly E-Newsletter
SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s low-volume email list. Subscribe 
at the bottom of our webpage, www.peacecouncil.net.

SPC STEERING COMMITTEE
Carol Baum, Gary Bonaparte, Hari Chathrattil, Joan Conley, Dik Cool, 
Barbara Humphrey, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Kim McCoy, Shirley 
Novak, Ann Tiffany, Aly Wane

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published monthly by the Syracuse Peace 
Council (SPC). The PNL is the SPC’s newsletter and a forum for articles 
which discuss issues of concern to the peace and social justice movement. 
Submissions are welcome. The opinions expressed in the PNL reflect the 
diversity of opinions within SPC.

ISSN 0735-4134

PEACE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE (pnl@peacecouncil.net)
Andy Mager (coordinator), Eric Benner, Rae Kramer, Donna Muhs-McCarten, 
Aly Wane. Layout: Andy Mager. Calendar: Eric Benner.

Name:  _______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City: ________________________State: _____ Zip: ___________

Phone: Day(____)_______________Eve(____)_______________

Email:  _______________________________________________

 Enclosed is $15 for a one year subscription to the PNL.

 Enclosed is an additional donation of $_____ for all your great work!

 Please contact me about getting involved.

 Add me to SPC’s email announcements list (email address needed).

 New Subscription         Renewal         Address Change

Subscribe – Only $15 a year for 11 issues!
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SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203

(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm

Staff email addresses:
Carol Baum – carol@peacecouncil.net
Andy Mager – andy@peacecouncil.net

Jessica Maxwell – jessica@peacecouncil.net
Aly Wane – aly@peacecouncil.net

Eric Benner – eric@peacecouncil.net

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Hidden in Plain Sight
CLOSING THE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS 

Thursday, Oct. 27
7-8:30 pm

Westcott Community Center
(corner Euclid Ave. and Westcott St.)

The SOA is a US army institution that 
trains Latin American soldiers to repress 
their own people. Thousands have died 
at the hands of SOA graduates.

Local activist Frank Woolever, who 
recently spent three months in Federal 
prison for protesting the SOA, will speak 
about why the SOA should be closed, his 
prison experience and the upcoming mass 
mobilization Nov. 17-19 to  close the SOA 
and change US foreign policy. 

Co-Sponsored by SPC and             
the Caribbean Latin America        

Coalition (CLAC).

Followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE

Voices Against the 
War Rally

We have just completed nine is-
sues of the Shared Times, SPC’s 
leaflet series on the local costs of
the war (see www.peacecouncil.
net/sharedtimes). The campaign 
has focused on community edu-
cation and research for the past 
several months but will shift gears 
towards action this fall. 

SPC is planning an anti-war 
rally in conjunction with the Syra-
cuse University Women’s Studies 
Department’s “Feminism and War” 
conference. Local community 
speakers will address the impacts 
of the war budget on Syracuse 
and Onondaga County. We will 
be joined by the Raging Grannies 
and Angela Davis, who will ad-
dress conference participants later 
that evening. The rally will be 
Friday, October 20, 5:30-7 pm 
at Forman Park (across from the 
Marx Hotel). To help or for more 
information: Carol or Jess. For conference 
information, see page 5.

MAEP to Screen Sir! No Sir!
On Wednesday, November 1 at 7 pm, Military 
Alternatives Education Project (MAEP) is 
hosting, Sir! No Sir! at the Palace Theater, 
2384 James St. Sir! No Sir! energetically 
tells the story of the GI movement to end 
the war in Vietnam, one of the most vibrant 
and widespread upheavals of the 1960s. 
This movement had a profound impact 
on American society, yet has been virtu-
ally erased from the collective memory of 
that time. Sir! No Sir! offers a window for 
viewing the current war in Iraq, as dissent 
continues to grow within today’s military 
about the Iraq war. After the screening, 
several Iraq War Veterans will discuss their 
experiences in Iraq and relate them to the 
film.Admission to the film is $5-15, sliding
scale (based on what you can afford).

MAEP is also publicizing to high school 
juniors and seniors that if they do not want 
their personal information passed on to the 

military, as schools must do under the No 
Child Left Behind Act, it is time to hand 
in their “opt out” forms. 

Check out the new MAEP website 
look (www.peacecouncil.net/MAEP) for 
more information on counter-recruitment 
in Syracuse, downloadable “opt out” forms, 
and a more complete description of Sir! 
No Sir!. Contact Eric.

Environmental Justice Tour 
Stops in Syracuse

The Environmental Justice for All Tour 
(www.ej4all.org) stopped in Syracuse on 
September 25 to highlight the impacts of 
environmental decision-making on our 
community by focusing on the Midland 
Ave. sewage treatment plant and Onondaga 
Lake.

After a press conference, politicians, 
their representatives, and members of the 
community boarded a bus. First was a tour 
of the Midland Ave. sewage treatment plant, 
led by the Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
and community residents. From there the 

bus headed to Onondaga Lake to hear from 
leaders of the Onondaga Nation about their 
sacred lake and the decisions being made 
around its cleanup – without their input 
or involvement. 

The local stop was supported by SPC/
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, Partner-
ship for Onondaga Creek, the Onondaga 
Nation, NAACP, Sierra Club, Spanish 
Action League, Student Environmental 
Action Coalition and Citizens Campaign 
for the Environment.

World-renowned primatologist and UN peace ambassador 
Jane Goodall receives a gift from Denise Waterman and 
Wendy Gonyea of the Onondaga Nation at the “Roots of 
Peacemaking: Indigenous Values, Global Crisis” gathering on 
September 19 on the shore of Onondaga Lake. Koy Bigfoot 
Arnold is on the right. A hardy group of Central New Yorkers 
listened to Goodall, Oren Lyons, Tom Porter and others 
share about the global ecological crisis and its connection to 
warmaking. The spirited gathering was organized primarily 
by Syracuse University with support from SPC and others. 
Find full details at rootsofpeacemaking.syr.edu 
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SPC / continued from previous page
Weekly Peace Outreach
October afternoons are brisk and bracing. 
Do something concrete to end the war. Join 
us for a quick 45 minutes every Tuesday 
afternoon raising consciousness at busy 
intersections around Syracuse.
Every Tuesday, 4:45-5:30 pm

Carpooling available from SPC.
• October 3 Rt. 695 exit ramp to 

W. Genesee St. (Fairmount)
• October 10 Seneca Tpk. and 

S. Salina St. (Valley)
• October 17 James St. and 

Thompson Rd. (Northside)
• October 24 Genesee St. and 

Jordan Rd. (Skaneateles)

• October 31 Geddes St. and W. 
Genesee St. (Westside)

Remembering Ann Goodgion
On September 3, Syracuse lost a dedicated 
activist, creative teacher and clear thinker 
who worked to build a more peaceful and 
just world. Ann Goodgion, who lived in 
Syracuse for over 30 years, was a mainstay 
of the Syracuse Friends Meeting, worked 
for years to end domestic violence and 
initiated the Central New York Alternatives 
to Violence Project.

While SPC was never the primary or-
ganizational home for Ann’s compassionate 
work, she proudly joined us at demonstra-
tions and periodically helped on projects. 
Ann’s facilitation and training skills were 
shared widely in the larger community. Her 
success at bridging racial and economic 
divides was evident in the rainbow of folks 
who attended a memorial service celebrat-
ing her life. Ann will be missed.

Study Group Sails Forward
SPC just kicked off another season of our 
study group. We will meet every 2nd and 
4th Monday at the Friends Meeting house 
(821 Euclid Ave), starting October 9. 

At our recent meeting, we drew up 
a short list of books to consider, and we 
will make a final selection when we meet
in October. We also began watching the 
riveting documentary, You Can’t be Neutral 
on a Moving Train, on the life of scholar-
activist Howard Zinn.   

New members are 
encouraged to join us for 
stimulating conversations 
on the state of our world, 
and how each of us can 
make a positive differ-
ence. Please contact Aly 
if interested. We hope to 
see you there.

Plowshares 
Craftsfair        

December 2-3
Yes! Go to your calendar 
now and save December 
2 and 3 for SPC’s annual 
craftsfair and winter peace festival. As usual 
(and are we glad) there will be more than 
100 diverse craftspeople and community 
groups, a variety of performers, wonderful 
food and time to gather with old and new 
friends. See you then at Nottingham High 
School. Bring someone to share the fun.

SPC Garage Sale           
Brings in the Moolah

Thanks to all who helped with our first
SPC Garage Sale in a long time. Lots of 
“stuff” was donated, lots sold, lots left by 
the curb that disappeared, and lots went 
to the Salvation Army. Special thanks to 
helpers Ann Tiffany, Sherry Gordon, Carol 
Baum, Margaret Birdlebough, Marge Rusk, 
Ed Kinane, Doug Igelsrud, Hari Chathrat-
til, and Rae Kramer and Lanny Freshman, 
who provided the space and energy to get 
it all done. We raised about $700 and are 
looking forward to doing it again next 
year. So save your “gently used” items 
to donate, and your nickels and dimes for 
fabulous bargains.

Activist Appreciation:   
John Burdick

If you’ve seen SPC’s Shared Times leaflets,
you’ve probably enjoyed John Burdick’s 
cartooning skills. John is on SPC’s program 
committee and is an active member of our 
Local Cost of the War Campaign. For each 
new leaflet, he translates the research into
a cartoon that cleverly conveys our mes-
sage. A professor at Syracuse University, 
John is always willing to use his skills 
and resources to support peace and social 
justice work in the community. We’re not 
sure how he finds the time – but we’re glad
he does! To view John’s cartoons: www.
peacecouncil.net/sharedtimes

WATER FUNDS DRY UP

Sorry, there‛s 
no money for 

THAT. 

Listen - we NEED 
money to fix our
water pipes in 

Syracuse!

Why don‛t 
we tap 

into THIS 
pipeline?

can subscribe to SPC Announcements, a 
low-volume email list providing a weekly 
e-newsletter of upcoming events. Cable ac-
cess offers two hours of Democracy Now! 
on Saturday mornings and SPC TV: The 
People’s Sixty Minutes on Sunday nights 
(see calendar).

Please use, support and protect alter-
native media.

Tables, Tables Everywhere
Thanks to everyone who 
helped with tabling outreach 
over the past few months. 
Because of your energy 
and dedication, SPC was 
present at the Duck Race 
to End Racism, the Pride 
Parade, the Downtown Arts 
and Crafts Fair, the Latin 
American Festival, Labor 
Day (at the NYS Fair), and 
the Westcott Street Cultural 
Fair. Tabling allows SPC 
to keep in touch with the 
community, and also helps 
us raise much-needed funds. 
We are very grateful to those 
members of the community 

who make the time in their busy lives to 
join in this work.

There are always more opportunities 
to table. If you would like to help, please 
contact Aly. This is a great way to be 
involved with SPC – both new and expe-
rienced volunteers are welcome.

SPC Media 
You’re reading the PNL, which is great. 
But have you checked out other sources 
of information from SPC? There’s the 
website, with up-to-the-minute informa-
tion on what we’re doing locally and how 
to be part of it. Once on the website, you 
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continued on page 8

Judy is currently a Faculty Fellow in the 
Humanities at Syracuse University and work-
ing with the Women’s Studies Program. She 
continually seeks ways to bridge her activist 
and academic worlds.

Women Take Direct Action Against War
Judy Rohrer

“We insist we enlist” echoes through the 
recruiting center. It’s certainly not your 
typical anti-war chant, and this is part of 
its power. The slogan is taken up by gray 
and purple-haired grannies at military re-
cruiting offices around the country. “Take
us not our young people,” they plead with 
perplexed recruiters while police gingerly 
handcuff them and lead them away through 
gauntlets of press cameras. This is merely 
the latest in a slew of clever feminist anti-
war direct actions. 

Our country has become synonymous 
with war – the war in Afghanistan, the war 
in Iraq, the global “war on terror.” Women 
around the nation and throughout the world 
are confronted, often accosted, by war and 
militarism on a daily basis. Many, like the 
Raging Grannies, are taking action in varied 
ways. Many are thinking seriously about the 
relationships between feminism and war. 
And many are doing both, leading Syracuse 
University’s Women’s Studies Program to 
hold a conference entitled “Feminism and 
War” October 19-21. 

“We wanted a space where feminists 
could ‘talk back’ to the administration 
and confer among ourselves,” said Linda 
Martín Alcoff, one of the conference 
organizers. “We also wanted to enlarge 
the discussion to consider the changing 
relations of feminism to war globally. It 
can no longer be assumed that all feminists 
are pacifists: feminists are involved in sup-
porting women in combat, and are active 
as combatants in many kinds of struggles 
around the world. We wanted to make an 
open space for some intense discussion 
led by both theorists and activists with 
knowledge and experience from around 
the country and the world.”

A Global Gathering
Excitement for the conference builds daily. 
Plenary speakers include such notables as 
Angela Davis, Zillah Eiesenstein, Cynthia 
Enloe, Jaspir Kaur Puar, and Cindy Sheehan. 
There will be 23 panels with 80 participants 
from as far away as the West Bank, Germany, 

and Hawai’i. Real efforts are being made 
to break down the activist-academic divide 
including activist-led panels, an exhibition 
space for literature and resources, a rally, and 
many different forms of art for change. Oak-
land California’s Women of Color Resource 
Center is coming with their “Runway Peace 
Project” which takes a critical look at the 
influence of militarism on popular culture,
particularly the fashion industry. 

And the Raging Grannies are definitely
coming, dressed in floppy hats and dresses
and armed with their songbooks of peacefully 
revised classics. Also coming are members 
of CodePink, a feisty women’s peace orga-
nization launched in 2003 and now boasting 
over 200 local groups. Women in Black, an 
international women’s peace network started 
in 1988 protesting the occupation of the West 

Bank and Gaza, will be there. These groups 
represent some of the diversity of current 
feminist direct action campaigns. 

In my presentation, I will look at how 
these activists incorporate feminist principles 
and analysis into their work. They do not 
simply protest injustice, but also model the 
world they want to inhabit. Use of irony, 
humanization, humility, and vulnerability 
characterize their actions and differentiate 
them from more self-righteous, aggressive, 
masculinist anti-war organizing. 

The “enlistee” grannies garner attention 
by making a novel, gendered, generational 
statement about war. They use their age 
and their gender effectively. 

October 19-21 in Syracuse
An international conference on the contested and complex relationship between war and 

feminism, featuring presentations, cultural events and an anti-war demonstration

Opening night: Cindy Sheehan and Cynthia Enloe
Thursday, October 19, 7 pm @ Hendricks Chapel, free

Conference: October 20-21 @ Marx Hotel, 701 E. Genesee St., Syracuse
Registration Fee: faculty, $30; students: $15; community members free

Plenary speakers include: 
Leslie Cagan, Angela Davis, Zillah Eisenstein, Cynthia Enloe, Shanaz 

Khan, Jasbir Kaur Puar, Cindy Sheehan, Julia Sudbury
Information: 443-3707 or womens-studies.syr.edu/conferences.htm

FEMINISM AND WAR CONFERENCE

Central New York’s own Raging Grannies greet visitors to the NYS Republican Convention at the 
OnCenter in Syracuse, March 25, 2006. Photo: Raging Grannies of CNY 
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Sanctuary / continued from cover

Each following year – 2004 and 2005 
– her stay was extended, but in 2006, Durbin 
did not renew it, stating, “We cannot fix
the injustices of this system with private 
bills; only comprehensive immigration 
reform can permanently remedy 
this situation.” 

Seeking Refuge
Elvira was ordered to report to 
DHS for deportation on August 
15, 2006. 

Instead, she came to Adalberto 
Methodist Church where she has 
been a member for four years and 
where she and Saul now share the 
second-floor two-room apartment.
Here they found the sanctuary pro-
tection of Reverend Walter Coleman, 
a longtime activist who advocates 
strongly for the rights of the work-
ing poor in Chicago’s Uptown 
neighborhood and participated in 
the 1980s “Sanctuary Movement” 
(supporting Latin American refu-
gees seeking political asylum from 
repressive governments).

Coleman believes that Elvira’s 
deportation order is direct payback 
for her activism and role in the 
recent immigrant rights marches. 
“This is part of a wave of repression 
against immigrants,” he said. “This is 
retribution against her; they’re obviously 
not happy with her and they’re hardening 
their stance.” 

Elvira has taken this action not only 
for herself, but as Reverend Coleman 
states, “She represents the voice of the 
undocumented.” She is openly defying 
the DHS in order to highlight the current 
deficiencies of US immigration law. “The
only thing that I did not want was that my 
community would see them deporting me 
and [it would] let them down,” Arellano says. 
“They would be saying, ‘She has fought 
so much and was still deported.’”

Elvira Arellano’s situation is similar 
to that of millions who come to the US to 
escape poverty and hardship. She grew up in 
Mexico’s southeastern state of Michoacàn, 
a largely corn-producing area that was hit 
hard by NAFTA in 1995-96. Elvira says 
that the US began exporting corn which 
was chemically treated to grow larger than 
native Mexican corn. Soon the US began 

exporting beans and potatoes as well, and 
local farmers couldn’t compete. 

In addition, McDonald’s insisted on 
larger potatoes for its restaurants in Mexico  
and began importing potatoes from Canada, 
limiting potato farming in Michoacàn. 
Elvira’s father was a corn farmer, whose 

livelihood was destroyed by free trade. 
He began experiencing health problems 
that the family could not afford. In order 
to provide for her family, Elvira decided 
to immigrate to the US

 “When I lived in Mexico – 9 years 
ago – I used to make $35 a week,” she says. 
“It is not enough to survive, especially for 
a single mother.” Here in the US, Elvira 
hopes to give her son better opportunities 
than are available in Mexico. “We knew 
that we would find a better job, a better
quality of life. Here I can work a little 
and pay my rent, my bills, everything 
that I need, (and) my child gets a better 
education. The main reason why I want to 
stay is because of my son,” Elvira says. “I 
want him to have the same opportunities 
that any US citizen has.” 

First a Moratorium
The collective goal of La Familia Latina 
Unida, Centro Sin Fronteras and the action 
at Adalberto Church is a moratorium on 
raids, deportations and arrests until Con-
gress successfully addresses comprehensive 
immigration reform. However, the true 
callousness of the current administration’s 

Lucas, a Syracuse native, lives in Chicago. 
He has strong family ties to SPC. Continued on page 8

Many believe that Elvira’s organizing work in the immigrant rights 
movement drew government attention. This massive Chicago march was 
part of the nationally-coordinated A Day Without Immigrants actions on 
May 1, 2006. Photo: Araceli Arroyo

handling of immigration is seen in its 
disregard for the families wrecked by de-
portations, raids and arrests. Immigration 
Control and Enforcement (ICE) has said 
that they do not recognize Elvira’s “sanctu-
ary” and that they will arrest her at a time 
and place of their choosing. 

It remains to be seen if ICE 
agents will in fact enter Adalberto 
Church and drag Elvira away. 
Church staff have vowed they will 
not let that happen, at least not 
without videotaping it. Perhaps 
though, through her action, other 
families facing separation will be 
inspired to stay long enough for 
them to remain legally once the 
laws have been changed. “I have 
to fight for a legalization that will
not only help me but also millions 
of immigrants who are living the 
same situation,” she says.

Organizations nationwide 
have shown immense support for 
Elvira. Among them, the League of 
United Latin American Citizens, 
the March 25th Committee, and the 
We Are America Alliance. Some 
– but not many – lawmakers have 
also expressed support. Along 
with Representative Gutierrez 
and Senators Durbin and Rush, 
vocal backing has been given by 

Illinois Governor Rod Blagojovich, Chicago 
Mayor Richard M. Daley and Cook County 
Commissioner Robert Maldonado.

In speaking about her son Saul, Elvira 
says that for him there is nothing strange 
about his life now. Since 2002 when she 
was escorted out of her house in handcuffs 
by 15 ICE agents with guns, this is how life 
has been. “For us a normal life like…any 
other family that involves barbeques on the 
weekends, that doesn’t exist. For us a normal 
life is doing a flyer for the next protest, or
getting funds for our trip to Washington.” 
When asked if Saul will become an activist 
like her, Elvira replies, “He already is an 
activist. He gives out flyers, collects funds,
when we have events…we make buttons 
and t-shirts for our campaign. He does the 
job any other organizer would do.” 

The next steps in her campaign include 
a lawsuit filed by Reverend Coleman on
behalf of Saul saying that the deportation 
of his mother would violate his constitu-
tional rights as a US citizen by forcing him 
to leave his homeland. Not surprisingly, 
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If you’ve been moved by this unjust 
war to write a poem, please consider 
submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.
com, or mail to SPC. Work on themes 
of war, the war economy, oppression 
and political injustice, and/or which 
celebrates more positive hopes and 
visions, will be considered. 

POETRY PEACE VIGIL  
“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

41% 
p:/

www.brookings.edu

Percentage of Iraqi doctors no longer practicing 
in the country since 2003 US Invasion (5.8% 
have been killed and 35% have left the country).

Stephen teaches in the Writing Program at Syracuse University and 
coordinates the Peace Newsletter Poetry for Peace Vigil.

Clearing the Field for Firing
Stephen Thorley

From the raw-throated rat-a-tat-tat of tommy-gunner ten-
year-olds, 

to the refined and meticulous machinations of grown-up 
rocketeers,

men are always clearing the field for firing: Think of those 
childhoods

full of bullets, billions of outbursts mowing down imaginary 
enemies like grass.

Or, the sterile surroundings—desert, rock— that the rockets 
leave from, with all the mess

already removed, the greenery pre-scrubbed, to avoid the 
nasty backlash

scorching in its wake; or, is it emulating the aftermath 
where the rocket will soon fall, the golden dream of 

annihilation?
The intent is never just killing, but clearing the field, wiping 

the slate clean. 
Is it in our nature to turn nature into nothing?
Yes, these truisms: the gun is handy factotum, obedient 
to diverse and profligate destructive tendencies: a seething penis
men can point anywhere and reload instantly, and, as for 

hand-held missiles, 
masturbation has never held such pure pleasures of 

powerful release, “Stingers” 
leaving the barrel full-bore, shiny, glistening...
And everybody can see the rocket is the winning entry in 

the pissing contest 

called war, but listen: when that staccato voice blasts over 
the intercom, giving

the command to clear the field for firing? Imagine: any 
man-made gun going off

in God’s face, any rocket racketing into his backyard, and 
imagine 

how pissed he might get, how big a prick he might point 
at all the “Fat men” and

“Little Boys” here on earth, what kind of “Peacemaker” he 
might send to rock us all

to sleep, of God’s own blowtorch roaring down on us and 
blowing us to blue ruin,

barreling down on us from on high and making us pray for 
deliverance,

of how 40 days and nights of deluge might just have been 
a practice round

for the pissing contest God might call the end of the world, 
God finally 

clearing the field for firing, clearing the field forever, 
clearing the field for good.  

 
Poet’s Note
This “fantasy” is a contrast to my poem “Unimagining War” 
(PNL 750, February 2006). Here I don’t imagine a better world, 
but an angry and decidedly male deity giving the earth and all its 
relentless warmakers a taste of our own medicine. By using the 
names of real weapons— from what we dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki and on and on—I try to make it clear that we have 
given any godhead ample reason to be angry.

The missile dick chicks perform at a massive anti-war demonstration in 
New York City, April 29, 2006. Photo: Andy Mager
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618 Kensington  Rd  
off  Westcott  Street  

Between Euclid & Broad  
Open 7 days       9 to 9   

472.1385

100% 
of the co-op’s  

electricity is green  

At the other end of the generational spectrum, women in 
pink boas and lingerie holding tea parties for Barbara Bush 
capture their share of news spots. CodePink calls on “mothers, 
grandmothers, artists, writers, singers, poets, and every ordinary 
outraged woman willing to be outrageous for peace” to join 
them in flamboyant protest. They often interrupt official PR
events issuing pro-war leaders pink slips (of fashionable variety) 
thereby firing them.

Some criticize these actions as not hard-hitting enough, not 
serious enough, too “soft” to actually strike back with any con-
sequence against the war machine. Embedded in this criticism 
is often some degree of discomfort with, or disapproval of, the 
use of humor in political action – a mainstay for CodePink and 
the Raging Grannies.

Within the feminist anti-war or peace community there is 
a long-standing discussion about whether to exploit or avoid 
maternalist discourse – the idea of the mother as naturally 
peace-loving. Some argue that women’s specific experiences
with war and violence as mothers, sisters, partners, daughters, 
grandmothers – and simply as women in patriarchal societies 
– need to be incorporated into our anti-war arguments. Others 
fear that this reinforces the idea that women are against war 
because we are inherently more nurturing than men, reducing 
us to our biology once again. 

The conference promises a much-needed opportunity to 
engage in such discussions. If you are an activist, an academic, 
a concerned citizen, an immigrant, a raging granny, or a little 
bit of everything, I hope to see you there!

Feminism and War / continued from page 5 Sanctuary / continued from page 6

federal prosecutors have filed to dismiss the lawsuit stating that
Saul’s rights would not be violated by his mother’s deportation 
because he could stay here. 

The Larger Struggle
In addition to efforts to militarize the Mexican border, there are 
other attempts to penalize undocumented immigrants. US Rep. 
Nathan Deal (R-GA.) introduced legislation that would deny 
citizenship to children of undocumented immigrants (voiding 
part of the 14th amendment). The bill has over 100 Republican 
co-sponsors. Whether life will gets better or worse for undocu-
mented immigrants will depend to a large degree on grassroots 
education and activism.

Tactically, the midterm elections are where immigration 
reform can be made or broken. La Familia Latina Unida (www.
somosunpueblo.com/cflu_families.htm) has been urging people
to register and vote. Elvira adds, “We can see that Republicans 
are more concerned with border security than legalization for 
our community. The Democrats have the spirit to help our 
community. If we can get a Democratic majority in Congress 
we can obtain a better legalization than the bill approved in 
the Senate.”

“I did not imagine that this was going to become such a big 
thing. I just thought that Immigration would come to deport me 
and that would be the end of it. But up to today, they have not 
come and I am thankful.” Hopefully, in the near future, millions 
of other families will be too. 
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Kate is a local organizer on the board of 
Syracuse Community Radio. Curtis wears 
skirts.

The Power of Voice
Radio as a Force for Justice
Kate Simmer and Curtis Rumrill

Much of empowerment is based in voice; 
much of oppression is based in silence. Be-
low are brief examples of how independent 
media can serve the community, cultivating 
resistance to oppression. 

Language, Pride and Dissent
“This is radio for all people, rich and 
poor.”

So says Lucrecia Linares, a radio 
announcer who lives in the Veracruz 
Mountains in rural Mexico. She speaks 
of Radio Huayacocotla, “La voz de los 
campesinos,” a short wave radio station 
that broadcasts in Spanish and three in-
digenous languages.

Radio Huay serves a vital role in the 
indigenous community. They hold fundrais-
ers to buy traditional instruments for young 
musicians. They broadcast messages from 
migrants to the US who wish to contact their 
families. They inform the community about 
the abuses of local employers. They foster 
active participation of campesinos through 
training and broadcast platforms.

During the Zapatista rebellion, Radio 
Huay was shut down by the Mexican 
government, which accused them of 
broadcasting in code (actually community 
announcements in indigenous languages). 
Campesinos advocated strongly for its 
return; after three months of struggle, it 
was back on the air.
(www.towardfreedom.com and www.comminit.com)

Radio Conciencia
The Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) 
has thousands of members, mostly Latinos, 
Haitians, and Mayans. Most speak little or 
no English, aren’t protected by labor laws, 
and live under threat of deportation.

CIW (www.ciw-online.org) created 
Radio Conciencia, broadcasting in Spanish, 
Creole and indigenous languages, to reach 
workers. Its effects were immediate.

A company called Balance hired over 
600 people for cleanup and reconstruction 
after Hurricane Charley. After learning 
that 300 workers were not paid, Radio 

Conciencia invited workers to come to the 
CIW office. Nearly 300 workers arrived.
They then confronted Balance, winning 
$57,000 in back wages. 

In 2001, CIW asked Taco Bell for 
guarantees against forced labor and for 
a one-cent-per-pound wage increase for 
tomato pickers. Taco Bell refused. Radio 
Conciencia aired shows explaining the 
relation between Taco Bell’s profits and
worker hardships and invited workers to 
plan speaking tours. In March 2005 Taco 
Bell gave in to CIW’s demands.

Today CIW meetings draw hundreds 
of workers.

WXXE – Community Radio for 
Syracuse
Radio Huayacocotla and Radio Conciencia 
illustrate that when radio stands up for people, 
it lays the foundation for resistance. Like 
the communities these stations represent, 
Syracuse suffers because of poverty, racism 
and social divisions; like these communities, 
the mainstream media has a vested interest 
in keeping us disempowered.

Syracuse Community Radio (WXXE) 
is Syracuse’s own grassroots radio station. A 
Pacificaaffiliate,we’re located in theWestcott
Community Center on Syracuse’s East Side. 
We have two pending FCC applications to 
broadcast on Syracuse’s FM dial, and cur-
rently broadcast in Fenner at 90.5. You can 
hear our webcast at www.wxxe.org. 

We’re working hard to prepare for 
the approval of our applications. We’ve 
restructured our governance system and 
begun holding membership meetings. 
We’ve elected a new Board, created new 
Bylaws and revamped our website. We’ve 
done considerable fundraising and financial
restructuring to ensure that we are fiscally
responsible, accountable and sustainable. 

We’re learning and growing. To educate 
ourselves and network with other com-
munity radio activists, we recently sent 
representatives to the Grassroots Radio 
Conference and the National Federation of 
Community Broadcasters’ Annual Confer-
ence. In short, we’re working to make the 
dream of community radio a reality here 
in Syracuse. But it’s not enough.

Syracuse is ripe with passionate, 
talented people. Our success depends on 
our ability to organize these people into a 

radio station. We need you to join a project 
that could reshape the political landscape 
here, changing people’s lives.

We’re currently focused on develop-
ing our webcast. We need people who 
are committed and responsible, who can 
devote about five hours a week to join our
volunteer webcast production team. 

We need a Program Director, Volunteer 
Coordinator, Office Manager, and Grant-
writer. For more information, contact Thom at 
516-732-0354 or t_dellwo@yahoo.com.

If you can’t fill one of these roles, you
can still get involved – host a radio show; 
donate your time, money or equipment, 
spread the word. 

Community radio isn’t just about talk-
ing: it’s about using our collective strengths 
to make something truly our own. In that 
process we learn about ourselves and what 
we can do if we work together. The medium 
really is the message!

Grassroots Radio Resources

Syracuse Community Radio: 
www.wxxe.org
History of the Grassroots Radio 
Movement: www.grradio.org/Docu-
ments/prpistatement.html
Pacifica Foundation: 
www.pacifica.org

The radio tower goes up for Radio Free Urbana 
(WRFU), November 11, 2005. Based in Urbana-
Champaign, IL, they are a community-supported 
alternative station like WXXE. Photo: JJ Tiziou, 
www.jjtiziou.net
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SUNNY SIDE UP
A Peace Newsletter feature reporting on our 
successes and victories. Submissions are encouraged: 
pnl@peacecouncil.net

Bicycles for Sustainable 
City Living
Amsterdam in the Netherlands has budgeted $125 million to 
entice and keep its citizens riding bicycles over the next five 
years. One of the aims of the four-year plan is that by 2010, 37% 
of Amsterdam residents will use a bike for local urban trips.

Over the last 20 years, the number of cyclists severely injured 
in Amsterdam decreased by 35% while bicycle use increased 
20%. To be successful, says the city, bicycles must be made a 
high priority and amenities must be made to make bicycle com-
muting convenient, safe and quick. This will involve increasing 
bicycle traffic flow and bike safety.

The new policies also aim to reduce bike theft. Every year, 
about 75,000 bikes are stolen in Amsterdam. In the wake of recent 
anti-theft campaigns, including better bicycle parking facilities 
and greater penalties for theft, only one out of ten bicycles gets 
stolen each year, instead of one out of five. The target for 2010 
is one out of 15. (www.carbusters.org)

Photo: www.duffergeek.com

Lao Village
Laotian & Thai Catering
and food subcontractor
208 W. Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13202
(315) 435-8151
On Clinton Square
Vegetarian Dishes
Bring your own containers 

Serving the area 
for 8 years
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Editor’s Note:
Congressional and State elections are nearly upon us. As an 
organization and a movement, we encompass a range of perspec-
tives on how to approach elections. Below are four thoughtful 
perspectives. This small section is in no way an effort to represent 
all progressive persepctives. Look for a Peace Council statement 
on elections in November. 

Reforming 
Elections
Steve Penn

The US electoral system’s un-
democratic state is clearly shown 
by two statistics from the last 
national election. First, in 92% 
of congressional races the winner 
outspent the runner-up by over 2-
to-1. These campaign funds come 
overwhelmingly from corporations 
and upper class donors and go to 
both Republican and Democratic 

Thinking Elections:
Four Local Activists Share Ideas on the Role of Electoral Work 
in Progressive Social Change

continued on page 13

The Failure of America’s Winner Take All Politics

candidates. Thus the election is bought no matter which party wins. 
Second, the two corporate parties gerrymandered the congressional 
districts so that 98% of incumbents were re-elected and 90% won 
by vote margins over 10%. Moreover, as the policies of the two 
corporate parties grow ever closer, it matters less and less who 
wins. It is little wonder that the majority of eligible voters do not 
bother to cast their ballots.

A series of electoral reform campaigns in recent years have 
asked the federal government to establish campaign finance limits,
to provide equal campaign funding and to forbid gerrymander-
ing. These campaigns cannot succeed because they require the 
two corporate parties to vote away their source of power. This 
they will not do. 

As there are no electoral mechanisms to enact the popular 
will at the federal level, electoral reform must start locally. 

On the local level the number of voters and the costs of 
campaigns are both small enough that it is possible for grass-
roots action to overwhelm corporate influence. In addition, local
governance laws are flexible enough that municipalities can and
have established institutions that greatly increase local democracy. 
Here are three ideas for local democratic reform.

Neighborhood assemblies decide on local spending using 
a budget that is apportioned by the number of residents. Each 
of these assemblies would have a delegate on the city council 
to represent their views. Thus the power and the purse always 
reside in the neighborhoods.

Winner-take-all elections allow up to 49% of the voters to 
be unrepresented because their candidate did not win. Instant 
Runoff Voting (IRV) improves this situation by allowing voters 

dkdkdjfkda

to rank the candidates. If no candidate wins a majority, the votes 
of the lowest vote-getter are redistributed according to the second 
preference. This process is repeated until a candidate attains a 
majority. IRV is especially effective in multi-seat races, like council 
races, and it eliminates the notion of an “election spoiler.”

Winner-take-all elections always favor the majority parties, 
effectively excluding small parties from the civic process. Pro-
portional Representation (PR) insures that the distribution of 
parties in government is the same as in the populace. With PR, 
voters declare their party at the polls, and assembly seats are 
distributed on that basis. The highest vote-getters for each party 
win seats until their party’s allocation is filled. Thus everyone
gets a voice in government. 

The most important first step in local democratic reform is
to realize that change will not come from the corporate parties. 
While individuals within those parties may sometimes promote 
democratic reforms, the party as a whole understands the power 
equation. They will not vote away their power, nor will they 
tolerate party members who attempt to do so. 

Steve is a Green Party activist and physics professor at Hobart 
and William Smith College in Geneva.

Regaining Control of 
Congress 
Barbara Humphrey 

Webster defines“democracy”
as government by the people, 
ruled by the majority. Supreme 
power is vested in and exer-
cised by the people directly 
or indirectly through a system 
of representation usually 
involving periodic elections. My high school civics instructor 
added - the “rule of the majority with respect for the minority.” 
Our Constitution, the “law of the land,” defined three branches of
government, each with responsibilities, balancing authority with 
the other branches as a way to maintain a balance of power.

Over the years, the executive branch has assumed greater 
authority over the legislature. More and more, the President’s 
legislative agenda frames Congressional debate (and many people 
think the federal judiciary as well), especially since 2000 when 
the Republican Party took control of the executive branch of 
government and continued control of both houses of Congress. 
Add to that mix the cast of Republican characters who now wield 
control of Congress and hand out plum committee assignments 
to those who have shown greatest loyalty to the President and 
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Display Your Politics!!
Mid-Term Elections 11/07/06

1100

1702

1032

1008

New small sticker collection for bikes,
backpacks, bookcovers, lockers, wherever!

400 Lodi St. (corner Hawley) M-F 9-5 pm 
315.474.1132  fax 315.475.1277

www.syracuseculturalworkers.com
Union members always 10% discount. MC/Visa

and many 
more 
buttons &
bumperstickers

1028

I ’m
Anti-War

and
I Vote !
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donÕt let
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republican
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IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE
SO LET’S SEND THEM A MESSAGE
Our community and our country has suffered long enough under George 

Bush and the Republican Congress. It is time to retire Jim Walsh – 
but we need your help!

The Maffei for Congress campaign is actively recruiting volunteers 
to help get our message out. If you want to volunteer, 

please call us at 449-0051 or visit our website at www.Maffeiforcongress.com
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Electoral Perspectives/ continued from page 11

continued on next page

Elections in US a Sham 
Candace Saunders

Elections in the United States are a 
sham. There is no amount of reform 
or reshuffling of power that could
make US elections legitimate or 
democratic. As long as capitalism 
rages on, who do we have to vote 
for? To suggest that reform could 
fix such a disfigured “democracy”
is to play a skilled cheater’s game. 
Giving up on elections might well 
be our secret move.

We must confront the frightening 
fact that those with a monopoly on 
defining the fight on terror will not
relinquish power easily and have, so 
far, stopped at nothing to maintain 
the system as it is – unjust, deadly, even suicidal. A few crumbs of 
promise may continue to be handed over, but the fall of capitalism 
and a complete grassroots turn towards local direct democracy 
should be the real goal of our struggles. 

Why settle for a “less fascist” Big Brother when WE can make 
better decisions FOR OURSELVES through consensus? We must 
concentrate not on changing an inherently corrupt system but on 
creating and strategizing ways to defend an alternative world where 
many worlds fit. I’m talking about collective self-determination! 

In carrying out our solutions, all people contribute what they 
can, according to their ability. We stand in solidarity with each 
other in the face of obstacles. In the background is the recogni-
tion of our differing experiences of privilege and oppression. 
We support each other in the decolonization process with tough 
love, free education, honesty, and understanding.  

Local Elections are Key
Mark Spadafore

It’s a tough time for 
working families. 
Wages are stagnant 
while costs are soar-
ing. Affordable health 
care and retirement 
security are disappear-
ing. A good, middle-
class living is slipping 
out of reach for mil-
lions of America’s 
working families.

But if we work 
together this election 
season, we can make 
America work for 
working families. 

Labor 2006 brings 
together union activ-
ists across the country 
to educate, mobilize 
and turn out union 
household voters to 
support candidates 
who support us. And 
there’s strength in our 
numbers: union households accounted for one of four voters in the 
2004 elections. This year, we can have an even greater impact.

The problem is that the Labor movement no longer has 
enough members on its own to affect an election. That is why 
progressives of all stripes have to be going in the same direction 
electorally. We must work for candidates that guarantee that our 
whole community will benefit – not just wealthy individuals or
corporate interests. The total community, from our natural sur-
roundings, to our living environment, to our dignity as human 
beings must benefit from the public largesse. If candidates cannot
or will not advocate that level of support, then change must be 
created with different candidates.

In order to have a significant impact on our community, it’s
important to work on more than national elections. In our CNY 

Graphic: oldamericancentury.org

 It’s not easy now and it’s not going to be easy. But why 
wait around to build a life raft when you know the ship’s already 
sinking?  

Let us never forget that in seeking to defend or reform the 
current electoral system within the United States we attempt to 
legitimize a racist and otherwise vastly oppressive state.  This 
is the state founded on the genocide of Native people, the pro-
longed enslavement of Africans, and the current genocide and 
enslavement of poor people (most of color) in wars, fields, and
factories across the scarred planet.

Candace is a former Peace Council intern working to build a 
truly radical environmental and social justice movement. 

Partnership for Onondaga Creek activists 
block demolition to make way for the Sewage 
Treatment Plant on Syracuse’s southside, July 
29, 2004. The County Legislature and Executive 
have been deaf to the concerns of community 
residents. Photo: Ann Tiffany

the party and you have 2006. The White House issues an agenda 
that barely resembles the will of the majority, let alone shows any 
respect for the minority. Further, the president dictates policy to 
congressional leaders, who as noted above, reward party loyalty 
with chairmanships of powerful committees, particularly those 
that control the purse strings.

Hope lies in the people seizing the opportunity in 2006 to 
break the powerful one-party control of Congress, as well as 
Congress’ subservience to the President. From New York to 
California, including our own 25th congressional district, a number 
of progressive congressional candidates have stepped forward in 
opposition to the current reality. Yet lest this election be no more 
than the exchange of one party’s stranglehold on power for that 
of the other, we the people need to look beyond the immediacy 
of the upcoming election to the longer term structural issues of 
our system of government, challenging ourselves to advocate for 
reforms that put the power of government back where it belongs 
– with the people.  

Barbara is a long time community activist and a member of the 
SPC steering committee. 
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Saturday October 7, 2006
at 7:30

H.W. Smith School
1130 Salt Springs Road

Syracuse NY

General Seating

$25.00 in advance, $30.00 at the door

Holly Near Benefit Concert with John Bucchino
for The Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation

Tickets available from: The Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation; 637-9511

Syracuse Real Food Co-Op; 618 Kensington Rd.

Art of Massage; 720 University Ave (Marshall Square Mall)

Electoral Perspectives/ continued from page 11

community, we have a level of governance - county government 
- that is unresponsive to much of its constituency. Ironically, to 
date many progressives have not felt empowered to try to influence
how the county does its work. It’s time for that to change.   

There are many issues on the county agenda that affect the 
well being of city residents as well their suburban neighbors. 
Unfortunately, Onondaga County government has a history of 
not listening to many of its constituents. Whether it’s siting an 
incinerator in Dewitt near an elementary school, imposing a 
landfill in Van Buren, or building the Regional Treatment Facility
(sewage treatment plant) on Midland Avenue  – the thread that 
unites these disparate neighborhoods is that County government 
ignored the will of the citizenry.

This disregard is why we as progressives must get involved 
in races beyond those in which we have local interest. Democrats 
represent most of the city’s county legislative districts, but it’s 
not enough to have only the city government include these more 
progressive councilors. We must work in the suburbs to ensure 
that there is accountability in our county government as well. We 
must ensure that the voices of the people who live on the other 
side of town are heard. It’s up to us as progressives to promote 
responsive government on all levels.

Mark is Field Coordinator for the Central New York Labor Fed-
eration, AFL-CIO. He is also the Chair of the Onondaga County 
Human Rights Commission.   
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BEFORE: A land in balance; 
cultural ecology of the ancestral 
Onondaga homeland
Monday October 16, 7 pm.
Speakers: Robin Kimmerer, Jack 
Manno, Jeanne Shenandoah and Chief 
Jake Edwards

Both Programs at Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee St., Syracuse

Tuesday October 17, 8:30 am – 4:15 pm
Alumni Lounge, Marshall Auditorium and various rooms at ESF

Keynote Addresses, Wisdom Circle, Women’s Circle and 17 excellent workshops
Part of the series “Onondaga Land Rights and Our Common Future,” sponsored by 

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation/SPC, SU, SUNY ESF and other community groups.
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation/Syracuse Peace Council, 472-5478, www.peacecouncil.net/noon

Reflections on the Journey from Environmental
Reciprocity to Environmental Exploitation and Back

Nick, a recent Syracuse University gradu-
ate, is an active member of  Neighbors of 
the Onondaga Nation and employee of the 
Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union. 
Jake is an alumnus of the Student Environ-
mental Action Coalition and a freelance 
sociologist, soon to begin the adventure of 
anarchist parenting.

Colonizing Consciousness
Nick Cavanaugh and Jake Eichten 

Western peoples’ relationship to the Earth 
is critically out of balance. Environmental 
and social issues are so deeply entwined 
that they cannot ever truly be separated. 
In our part of the world, the people of the 
Onondaga Nation have offered a Land 
Rights Action with the intention of healing 
past social and environmental wrongs. This 
Action stimulates Central New Yorkers to 
ask ourselves, what is at the root of these 
wrongs, and why do we have the perspec-
tives on them that we have? By grappling 
with these questions, we can better confront 
the problems and participate in the work 
of healing.

When looking at the roots of current 
environmental and social injustices, one of 
the most important stories to tell is that of 
European colonization. At its root, this story 
is about the transformations that changed 
a continent of diverse, land-based tribal 
peoples into the monolithic identity of 
“Europe” and “Western Civilization.” As 
Ward Churchill has noted more concisely, 
in order to colonize the world, Europe first
had to colonize itself.

Even as late as 1500 A.D., centuries 
after the far-reaching conquest of the 
Roman Empire, life was agricultural and 
people lived in small, family-based com-
munities. Overall European consciousness 
still beheld a Creation full of living beings, 
a great community within a living cosmos. 
“Mother Earth” was a familiar personage 
to these European ancestors, the provider 
from whom all beings derived sustenance 
and to whom they owed their existence. In 
such a context, over-harvesting is Greed, 
and mining – cutting into and digging up the 
flesh of the feminine Earth – is Lust on top
of Greed, both Christian “Deadly Sins.”

How did European peoples get from 
that consciousness to the present? European 
civilization became driven by its class-
divided nature. The interests of the ruling 

elites - in general, to secure and expand 
their wealth and power - is at the core of 
Europe’s peculiar path away from Earth’s 
community. Feudalism came about as the 
institutionalized Church legitimized military 
fiefdoms to combat the encroachment of
both Muslim “foreigners” and also local 
pagan tribes. By the time of the Renais-
sance, this polarization of “us (Christian 
Europe) vs. them (heathens)” had yielded 
great wealth and power for State and Church 
elites alike. 

Through enclosures of feudal common 
lands, European peasants were uprooted 
from their ancestral soils and relocated to 
urban areas, becoming modern industrial 
workers severed from their Earthly roots. 
Mercantile trade was booming, fueled by 
the “discovery” of the Americas and the 
enslavement of African peoples. Increased 
trade required more money, and so commer-
cial mining activities – formerly considered 
a sacred, ceremonial descent into Mother 
Earth’s womb – became more common.

Just as Indigenous Peoples of Africa 
and the Americas were stripped of their 
humanity, the Land itself was stripped of 
its spiritual dimension, and Renaissance 
literature portrayed it not as nurturer but as 
a wicked stepmother hiding her treasures. 
Natural philosophy – the fieldofknowledge
that eventually became known as Science 

– supported that view, portraying Nature 
as a “common harlot” (to quote Francis 
Bacon) to be overtaken and bound by Man’s 
labors. Recall those centuries of “witch-
hunts,” and how learned men, legitimized 
by Church and civil authority, put to death 
those women who clung to ancient pagan 
knowledge, or who failed to conform to 
repressively patriarchal social ideals.

This history informs our present US 
society, as the patterns that were put in place 
as colonialism still perpetuate themselves 
through racist wars, social injustice and 
environmental degradation.

The Onondagas and other Indigenous 
Peoples offer a different perspective from 
a different history, a perspective of a more 
balanced way to act in and view the world. 
We in Central New York are fortunate to 
have opportunities to learn about these 
perspectives. 

One such opportunity will take place 
in Syracuse on October 16 -17. As part 
of the collaborative educational series 
“Onondaga Land Rights and Our Com-
mon Future,” there is a day-long teach-in 
on environmental stewardship, focusing 
on Indigenous and Western approaches. 
There are also presentations each eve-
ning. All events are free and open to the 
public. Please join – listen, learn and 
share. See below.

AFTER: Restoring balance: healing 
the land and waters.
Tuesday October 17, 7 pm.
Speakers: Chris Amato, Emmanuel 
Carter, Chief Jake Edwards, Ed 
Michalenko, Jeanne Shendandoah, Rick 
Smardon (facilitator) 

Day-long

Teach-In
Finding Common Ground:

Indigenous and western approaches to healing our land and waters1



        SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

EVERY WED: Choir rehearsals at 
the Westcott Community Center. 
7:30 pm. Childcare and transporta-
tion provided. Karen 428-8151, 
kmihalyi@a-znet.com or Mardea, 
479-5757.

30 31

15 

Workshop on Child Abuse Pre-
vention. 6724 Thompson Rd. 1-
2:30pm/6:30-8:30pm. 446-1220

“Love Makes a Family”
Photo exhibit of LGBT people & their 
families. Schine Student Center, SU 
7:30am-12am (weekdays) 11am-
12am (weekends).

23 

16
17

24 

2

Nov 1

21Cindy Sheehan and Cynthia 
Enlow. "Feminism and War." 7 
pm. Hendricks Chapel, SU. Free, but 
tickets required, available October 
4. Schine Ctr box office, 443-5517.
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14

Holly Near Concert
7:30pm HW Smith Elementary 
School $30 door $25 advance

Fourth Annual Gage Foundation 
Benefit Auction 2-5pm. Welling-
ton House, $50, 637-9511

9 

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. TW Ch. 98.  People for 
An i mal Rights.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
T.V. by, for & about teens. 8pm. TW 
Ca ble Chan nel 98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY THURS:  Talk to a Lawyer.  
Westcott Com munity Center, 826 
Euclid Ave.  6-8pm. Steve, 478-
8634. Free.

EVERY THURS: Womens' Voic es 
Ra dio.  WAER - 88 FM.  8pm.
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EVERY  WED: Open Figure Draw ing. 
7-10pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

To list your group’s event 
or meeting, call 472-5478 
or send the info to SPC at 

pnl@peacecouncil.net

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Channel 98, 9-11am.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft 
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave.  472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm.  Rt. 695 exit ramp to W. 
Genesee (Fairmount) 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Seneca Tpk and S. 
Salina St. (Valley). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Genesee St. and Jordan 
Rd. (Skaneateles) 472-5478.

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood 
Association, 6:30 pm, Mundy 
Library, 1204 S Geddes St.

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm, 
446-5940. Help line 635-9230. 

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm, James St. and Thomp-
son Rd. 472-5478.

SPC Orientation for New Activ-
ists/Volunteers. 7-8:30pm, SPC 
Office, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-5478. 
Come Get Involved!

SUN Southside Coalition. 7pm, 
Payton Temple. 476-7475.

EVERY OTHER TUES:
 Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith, Aggie 478-
4571. Call to confirm time & place.

SUN Southwest Action Committee, 
7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.

SPC Steering Comm Meeting. 
7-9 pm. Call for location, 472-
5478. Open to SPC supporters. 

Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

Progressive Coalition Meeting, 
5:30-7pm, CNY Labor Fed., 404 
Oak St. Andy, 472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors/West-
side Coalition Mtg. 7pm, Brown 
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

University Neighbors Lecture 
Series: Brazilian Music. Josh 
and Elisa Dekaney. 3pm, Westcott 
Comm. Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave. 478-
8634. $10, $5 students.

Expressing Our Nature Mtg. 
St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden St., 
7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish 
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends 
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty. 
Columbus Circle, noon- 12:30. Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. SPC, 
924 Burnet Ave., 472-5478. 
Free Pizza!

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition Joint monthly potluck 
meeting. Slocum House, 209 
Slocum Ave. 478-4571.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Geddes St. and W. Gen-
esee. (Westside) 472-5478.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

"The Death Penalty: Up Close 
and Personal" Hopps Memorial 
CME Church, South State Street, 
Syracuse, 345-7642.

“The Maid of Arran” Irish Musi-
cal Melodrama $20 at door $15 in 
advance. Sponsored by the Gage 
Foundation.7:30pm with recep-
tion following. Wellwood Middle 
School, 700 South Manlius Street 
Fayetteville. 637-9511 or www.
MatildaJoslynGage.org

Fall Garden Extravaganza
10am-2pm, Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave. Raffles, crafters, more.

“The Spectrum of Oz” seminar.
10am-12 Noon. Onondaga County 
Central Library, 447 S. Salina St.
www.MatildaJoslynGage.org

Opening of Maltida Joslyn 
Gage Library of Feminism www.
MatildaJoslynGage.org

“Winning the Vote: The Triumph 
of the American Woman Suffrage 
Movement” w/ Bob Cooney. 3pm 
Fayetteville Free Library

Commemorative Showing of the 
“Wizard of Oz”
7pm, Palace Theatre $10, $30 
family (5 people)

Feminism and War Conference 
through Oct 21st 7-9 pm Plenary 
Session, 443-3707, http://womens-
studies.syr.edu/ See page 5.

Unitarian-Universalist Social 
Justice Conference: “The Pas-
sion and Action of Our Time: 
Getting Our Act Together.” 10am-
4pm. May Memorial UU Society, 
pre-register $25, door $30.

Expressing Our Nature Mtg. 
St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden St., 
7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net.

“Love Makes a Family”
Opening Reception of photo exhibit 
of LGBT people & their families. 5:30-
7pm SU, 304 Schine Student Center 
RSVP 443-3983 or lgbt@syr.edu

Active Solidarity: Join us for a 
discussion on racism. Women's 
Info Center, 6 pm. 472-5478.

CNY Pulic Power Coalition: Plan-
ning Committee 7-8 pm,NE Com-
munity Center, 716 Hawley Ave, 
425-0430

CNY Pulic Power Coalition: Planning 
Committee 7-8 pm, NE Community 
Center 425-0430

CNY Public Power Coalition: 
Planning Committee 7-8 pm,NE 
Community Center, 716 Hawley 
Ave, 425-0430

Beyond Boundaries: Initial orga-
nizing meeting for Native Aware-
ness Project. 4 pm, Brady Faith 
Center, Aggie 478-4571.

Beyond Boundaries: Annual 
Potluck picnic 2 pm, 340 Midland 
Ave. RSVP: Aggie 478-4571.

Wall Street March Against the War:  
3:30 pm, Staten Island Ferry, NYC, 
212-870-2304.

Onondaga Land Rights Series 
Environmental Stewardship Be-
fore European Colonization
7 pm, Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Ge-
nesse St. Jeanne Shenandoah, 
Robin Kimmerer. Free. 472-5478. 
See page 15.

Onondaga Land Rights Series 
Environmental Stewardship 
After European Colonization: 
Restoring Balance 7 pm Syra-
cuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee St. 
Free. 472-5478. See page 15.

Onondaga Land Rights Series 
Environmental Stewardship: 
Finding Common Ground. 
Teach-In, 8:30am-4:30pm, Alum-
ni Lounge, Marshall Hall, SUNY 
ESF. 472-5478. See page 15.

The Folkus Project: Priscilla 
Herdman, 8 pm, Westcott Com-
munity Center, 478-8634. $10.

Active Solidarity: Join us for a 
discussion on racism. Women's 
Info Center, 6 pm. 472-5478.

VOICES AGAINST
 THE WAR RALLY

Angela Davis,  local speakers 
and musicians. 5:30 - 7pm For-
man Park, on E. Genesee St. 
between Almond and Forman 
Sts. 472-5478. See page 3. 

Wangari Matthai: Nobel Peace Prize 
Winner. 4:30 pm Hendrick's Chapel. 
Syracuse University Free.

Sir! No Sir! Screening, See the 
suppressed story of the important 
role played by anti-war soldiers in 
ending the Viet Nam War.  Palace 
Theatre, 2384 James St. 7 pm. 
$5-15 sliding scale. 472-5478. 
See page 3.

SPC Monthly Program

Hidden in Plain Sight: 
Closing the School of the 
Americas, Frank Woolever. 
7-8:30 pm, Westcott Com-
munity Center,  826 Euclid Ave. 
472-5478. Co-sponsored with 
CLAC. Free. See page 3.

Inti-Illimani Concert. 7 pm. 
Palace Theater. Tickets Available 
Oct 9. Second Story Books, 550 
Westcott St. 

African-American Constructs: 
Designs by Scott Ruff Exhibit. 
October 7-November 30. Com-
munity Folk Art Center, 805 E. 
Genesee St. Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm, 
Sat. 11am-5pm. 422-2230.

Burns Sisters Concert. May 
Memorial UU, $15. 457-2290.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil

Community Calendar 
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