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Calendar: To have an item placed on the PNL calendar, please
submit it by the 15th of the month.

Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social
justice organization. It is community-based, autonomous and funded by
the contributions of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence
and exploitation in any form will no longer exist. It challenges the existing
unjust power relationships among nations, among people and between
ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality,
hierarchy, domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each
other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and
militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these connections clear. We initiate
and support activities that help build this sense of community and help tear
down the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and justice is
an economic system that places human need above monetary profit. We
establish relationships among people based on cooperation rather than
competition or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other.
In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict resolution and
to a process of decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

Step Up the Pressure
End the War

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203 * (315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net * www.peacecouncil.net
OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm

STAFF AND INTERN EMAIL ADDRESSES

Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net * Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net * Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net * Eric Benner: eric@peacecouncil.net

Step

The election results were a resoundBack
ing rejection of the war and a tribute
to both the organizing of progressive
rge
o
e
G
forces and the utter failures of the Bush
administration. Democratic control of
Congress has opened up an important
opportunity for the peace movement to
bring an end to our nation’s immoral
occupation of Iraq. While this is a hopeful time, we must remember that the
war was launched and continues to be
waged with considerable bi-partisan
support.
Our task now is to hold the new
Congress accountable – to step up the
pressure to end the war. In the process, Cheney protest, July 14, 2006, Utica. Photo: Ray Trudell
we need to stress that the problem isn’t
the way the war was fought, but that war mixed – lots of attention from print and
is wrong, particularly when based on lies radio, but not a single TV station (despite
and a goal of gaining control of Iraq’s oil press releases and phone calls) came to cover
resources.
an event that brought 200 people out in the
United for Peace and Justice (the cold rain to hear internationally-recognized
national coalition of which SPC is a part) speaker Angela Davis. We responded with
has identiﬁed four goals for our pressure letters to all four local stations and letters
on Congress:
to the editor. Two letters made it into the
Post-Standard, and we received a reply
1. Bring US troops home immediately;
from Channel 5 – apologetic and encour2. Support the Iraqi people with signiﬁaging us to please keep them informed of
cant funds for Iraqi-led reconstruction
future events. More than one jaded activist
work;
almost fell off her chair.
3. Support an Iraqi-led reconciliation
To help organize and hold our politicians
process;
and media accountable to the community,
4. Declare that the US will not pursue a contact Carol or Jess.
permanent military presence in Iraq
and the US will not attempt to control
Onondaga Land Rights
Iraqi oil.

Series to Conclude

Big Response to
Local Cost of War

SPC’s Local Cost of the War Committee
gained three new members after the October
20 rally and our follow-up dessert meeting
(was it the sugar?). We set three follow-up
meetings to plan the next few months of
activities, and will soon be asking you to
support our latest efforts to mobilize our
local community into action against the
occupation of Iraq.
The media response to our rally was

The collaborative educational series, Onondaga Land Rights and Our Common
Future, ends in December, having started
last February. The November 27 program,
“Why Native American Sovereignty Makes
Sense for All of Us,” is at 7 pm at Syracuse
Stage (820 E. Genesee). Speakers include
Tonya Gonnella Frichner, president and
founder of the American Indian Law Alliance in New York City; Richard Loder,
Director of SU’s Native American Studies
Program; and Scott Lyons, Director of
the Center for Indigenous Studies at St.

John Fisher College. The series’ ﬁnale
is a cultural sharing, “Sing and Dance
with the Haudenosaunee Singers and
Dancers,” December 6 at the Women’s
Building Gym (corner of Comstock and
Euclid Aves.) at 7 pm.
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation
(NOON) initiated and has coordinated
the series. NOON provides an information table at these events and others too.
If you would like to help table, attend
interesting events and meet concerned
people, please contact Nick Cavanaugh
at tommbugg@hotmail.com or Carol at
the SPC ofﬁce.

Activist Appreciation –
Plowshares Committee

They are the organizer/hosts of SPC’s annual
craftsfair and winter peace festival. They
work year round to bring us this warm event
the ﬁrst weekend of December, celebrating
the work of people’s hands and our peace

continued on next page

Weekly Peace Outreach
While there may be no free lunch,
Peace Outreach is free and more
nourishing to the spirit!
Every Thursday, noon-12:45 pm
Carpooling available from SPC.
• Friday, November 24 Carousel
Center, Hiawatha Blvd.
• November 30 Rt. 11 Northern
Lights Shopping Center
(Mattydale)
• December 7 Teall Ave. & Rt. 690
(Eastside)
• December 14 Adams St. and Rt.
81 (Downtown)
• December 21 Rt. 57 and Vine St.
(Liverpool)
• December 28 Seneca Tpk. and
S. Salina St. (Valley)
• January 4 James Street and
Thompson Rd. (Northside)
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SPC / continued from previous page
and justice loving community. Each is
an activist in other areas as well, and our
community beneﬁts from their work and
persistence. They are artists, performers,
educators, agitators and organizers.
The committee works all year and with
great intensity since September. They do it
all: ﬁnd the place, ﬁll the place, and clean
up the place. The Plowshares Committee
is the one large committee that SPC staff
help and support but are not actually on
– something the staff are incredibly grateful for. We thank you, Mardea Warner,
Sam Tarbania, Marie Summerwood, Beth
Mosley, Andy Molloy, Karen Kerney, Rae
Kramer, Lanny Freshman, Barbara Floch,
and fall intern, Lea Abe.

Military Alternatives Education Project (MAEP) Update

On November 1, over 90 people from the
community viewed Sir! No Sir!, the new
documentary about the GI resistance to the
war in Viet Nam. Many stayed afterwards to
hear Frank Houde from the Albany Chapter
of Veterans for Peace share his recollections
of the Viet Nam War. Following Frank, Dave
Lester from Iraq Veterans Against the War
spoke about the importance of organizing
today’s soldiers against the current war
while making connections between the
Viet Nam War and the war in Iraq.
On November 15, people came together
to begin planning for the next year of activity
for MAEP. It is not too late to get involved
in this critical work. Contact Eric.

SPC Wish List

If you like to give gifts around
the winter holiday season,
consider a gift for SPC. While
we always appreciate ﬁnancial
contributions, there are many
other ways you can support
our work. A few are listed
below (more are listed at our
website).
• Display supplies (brochure
holders, exhibit boards,
etc.)
• A few good folding tables
to take to events (ours are
rickety)
• A manual button-making
Syracuse veteran and MAEP activist Dave Lester (center) talks
machine (for small quantity
with others who came out for the opening of the Different
buttons) – about $70
Drummer Café in Watertown. Photo: Joel Dossi
• Good progressive ﬁlms/
documentaries on DVD
Different Drummer Café
•
A
volunteer
to help organize buttons
On Friday, October 27, the Different
and
bumperstickers
Drummer GI Café opened in Watertown,
just outside the Ft. Drum military base. • A volunteer to coordinate the free distribution of PNLs in Central New York
For several months, SPC has been assist•
A
photocopy machine in good working
ing Citizen Soldier in planning, recruiting
order
volunteers and fundraising to help get the
café off the ground. SPC steering commit- • A laser printer
tee member and Viet Nam draft resister • A desktop computer (Pentium III or
Dik Cool attended the opening, as well as
better)
MAEP activist and veteran Dave Lester. GI
cafés played a key role in supporting the
SPC’s Reel Truth
GI resistance movement during the Viet
Nam war. As the brutal US occupation of We’re on the home stretch of SPC’s video,
Iraq continues unabated, supporting the as we approach ﬁnal editing after nearly two
thousands of US soldiers who do not wish to years of work. Tentatively titled Educate,
participate is a strategic and ethical priority Agitate, Organize: The Syracuse Peace
for anti-war activists. For more information: Council, the video addresses our history,
www.differentdrummercafe.org.
current work and vision. Funded in part
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This powerful photo of an anti-war demonstration
at Clinton Square in 1975 is one of many images
you’ll find in the SPC video. Photo: Ruth Putter

by a DeFrancisco Heritage Grant through
the Cultural Resources Council, the video
includes excerpts from over 20 lengthy
interviews.
Tim Brachocki of the Syracuse Alternative Media Network is the videographer
and editor, and many folks have assisted
with interviews, transcribing, scanning
photos and more. Early reviews of the
piece have been highly favorable. Keep
your eye out for the premiere sometime
this winter.

It’s in the Mail…

November and December are typically
our largest fund-raising months – due to
the Fall Fund Appeal and Plowshares.
We are currently running at a slight net
loss, which is not unusual, but we need to
make up for it now to carry us through the
winter months (which tend to have fewer
fund-raising activities).
Please respond as generously as you
can to the fund appeal – even if you did
not get one in the mail. We stretch your
dollar to the fullest. Donations of $50 or
more can be made out to the A.J. Muste
Memorial Institute (please write SPC on
the memo line); these will be tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the IRS. For
more information on SPC ﬁnances, please
contact Carol.

A Peace Newsletter feature reporting on our
successes and victories. Submissions are encouraged:
pnl@peacecouncil.net

Positive Election Results
You May Not Have Heard!
Not only was this a good year for voter
turnout and a strong message to Bush, Inc.
to withdraw US forces from Iraq, but this
election also signaled a growth for direct
democracy. With 205 propositions on the
ballot in 37 states, and 79 initiatives – the
largest number since the process began in
1902, the people demanded to be heard.
Low wage workers saw important
gains, with all six states where it was on
the ballot approving raises in the minimum
wage and indexing it to inﬂation. Twentyfour states now have laws that supersede
the federal regulations.
Eminent domain was on more state
ballots than any other issue, with people
supporting restrictions on the use of eminent
domain for private purposes. Nine states out
of 11, New Hampshire, Arizona, Georgia,
Florida, Michigan, North Dakota, Oregon,
Nevada and South Carolina, voted to stop
the government’s taking of property for

Photo: ArtByD on flickr.com

SUNNY SIDE UP

private projects.
In addition to the well-publicized pro-choice victory in South Dakota,
advocates also safeguarded personal privacy
rights by defeating laws in California and
Oregon that would have required parental
notiﬁcation for an abortion for a minor.
In the area of social issues, education
funding fared well in California, Arizona,
Nebraska and Rhode Island, with Nevada
going furthest by mandating that education
funding be appropriated before all other
expenditures. Wyoming created funds for
higher education scholarships. Affordable
housing made gains with Rhode Island
approving $50 million in bonds and New
Mexico providing additional funds for lowcost housing.
Progress was also made in the expansion
of universal suffrage. Voting rights were
extended to felons in Rhode Island, and
in Maryland, Question #2 won approval

allowing for additional appeals to the Court
of Special Appeals.
Leading the charge for the environment, as it often does, was California where
voters passed Proposition 87 allowing the
state to tax oil extracts and use the money
for renewable fuel. Over $150 million
was spent on the campaign, breaking the
record for the highest spending on a ballot
proposition. Clean air also received a boost
with Arizona, Nevada, and Ohio approving
smoking bans.
On the anti-war front, over 20 House
members who opposed a June 2006 amendment to close the US Army School of the
Americas (SOA/WHINSEC) lost their
seats. This exceeds the 15 vote margin
needed. SOA Watch expects a successful
vote in the new Congress.
–Donna Muhs-McCarten

Evaluating SPC Staff and Moving Forward
This summer, a small group of SPC staff
and volunteers started an exciting new
tradition – staff evaluation and feedback!
Our current staff members have been
organizing, agitating and educating for
peace for over four years without a formal
evaluation process. Now, an annual tradition has begun.
One not-so-surprising discovery was
that we have an incredibly communicative,
cooperative and ﬂexible team of staff members. They have worked through the daily
difﬁculties of a staff collective on their own,
smoothing over momentary frustrations,
offering constructive criticism, and making very difﬁcult decisions about how to
parcel out SPC’s limited but ever-growing
time, money and people power resources.
Sometimes the task is overwhelming and
you may have seen one of them appear a bit

stressed. A non-judgmental ear, a thoughtful
nod and a word of support may be just the
recharge they need to regain balance and
grounding on a hectic day.
Of course the best way to help our staff
is to volunteer more hours! There are always
more projects and plans than we have hands
for and always something to suit your own
time and talents. In order to educate, agitate
and organize on our myriad issues of concern,
we need your input to help prioritize programming, your hands for mailings, your voice
for calling, your legs for marching.
Additional not-so-surprising ﬁndings
were that our staff is productive and appreciated by all who work with them. Since
the revitalization campaign six years ago
that brought Andy and Carol on as paid
staff, SPC has seen tremendous growth in
programming, media exposure, organiza-

tional growth, collaboration on community
issues, and numbers of active members – an
impressive and commendable list!
An essential goal for next year’s evaluation process is to include the voices of
more SPC members. Dotti Barraco-Hetnar
or Karen Hall, of the Personnel Committee, will ask each working group for an
assessment of the staff members with whom
they work most closely. The Personnel
Committee will also make personal contact
year-round with SPC members for input
regarding staff performance, so look for
us at Plowshares and bend our ears. When
we all contribute, our staff will grow even
more resilient, wise and responsive. Help
us imagine new traditions of community
and accountability; take time out to share
your thoughts with us.
–Karen Hall
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First Commissioned Officer

In June 2006, US Army First Lieutenant
Ehren K. Watada refused preparation orders
for deployment to Iraq. Lt. Watada had
previously tried to resign his commission
because of his opposition to the war in
First Woman
Iraq. He stated, “I am whole-heartedly
Katherine Jashinski joined the Texas Army opposed to the continued war in Iraq, the
National Guard in April 2002 while she deception used to wage this war, and the
was an engineering student at the Uni- lawlessness that has pervaded every aspect
versity of Texas. In April 2004, her unit of our civilian leadership.”
was notiﬁed of possible mobilization and
In July, Watada was charged on several
deployment to Afghanistan. Two months counts – two counts of contempt towards
later she submitted an application as a ofﬁcials, speciﬁcally President Bush, three
conscientious objector.
counts of conduct unbecoming
an ofﬁcer and a gentleman and
one count of missing movement. The Article 88 charges of
contempt towards ofﬁcials are
charges that have rarely been
used since World War I. The last
known prosecution was in 1965,
during the Viet Nam War. Then
in August, an additional charge
was added under the category of
conduct unbecoming an ofﬁcer
and a gentleman, purportedly
because of statements Watada
Kathryn Jasinski (center) with Code Pink activists, November
made at a Veterans for Peace
23, 2005. Photo: E Sharpe
Rally in Seattle, where Watada
explained
his reasons for refusing to deJashinski, the ﬁrst woman to seek
ploy.
Watada,
if convicted, could face up
CO status in opposition to the wars in
Afghanistan/Iraq, said her opposition to to eight years imprisonment.
Watada’s mother, Carolyn Ho, has
war “developed during her ﬁrst two years
in the Guard, as she watched television spoken in support of her son: “My son’s
and internet reports about the ﬁghting in decision to refrain from deploying to Iraq
Afghanistan and then Iraq, met people from comes through much soul searching. It is
other parts of the world and did more reading an act of patriotism. It is a statement to all
in history and philosophy.” Jashinski now Americans, to men and women in uniform,
says she disagrees with all war. “I believe that they need not remain silent out of fear,
that any person doing any job in the Army that that they have the power to turn the
contributes in some way to the planning and tide of history: to stop the destruction of a
country and the killing of untold numbers
preparation for war,’’ Jashinski said.
Jashinski’s request for CO status was of innocent men, women and children. It
eventually denied, and she was charged is a message that states unequivocally that
with bad conduct and court-martialed for blindly following orders is no longer an
refusing to participate in weapons training. option. My son, Lt. Watada’s stance is
She pleaded guilty to refusing to obey a clear. He will stay the course. I urge you
legal order but was acquitted of the more to join him in this effort.”
serious charge of missing movement by
design. She was sentenced to 120 days of First Returning from Canada
conﬁnement. Katherine was freed in July No one knows exactly how many anti-war
2006. She has returned to school, and is soldiers are AWOL and living in Canada.
working with the newly formed Austin GI Hundreds are believed to be doing so but
few have publicly sought asylum. This year,
Rights Hotline.
Canada, speaking out in ever louder voices
about the unjust war. Below are stories of
a few of these courageous individuals.

Elizabeth Quick
Three and a half years after the US invasion of Iraq, public support for the war
has steadily declined as loss of military
and civilian life continues, violence in
Iraq increases, and the administration still
refuses to admit wrongdoing in leading the
US to war. Among the biggest opponents
of the war are men and women who are
part of the US military.
Despite the lack of public support, the
war rages on with no sign that the current
administration plans to change course in
anything but rhetoric. Stopping the war
will depend in part on the strength of opposition within the military.
The Pentagon admits that since 2000,
about 40,000 troops have deserted from
the military, half from the Army alone,
but anti-war activists suggest the numbers
are even higher. Army spokesman Lt.
Col. Bryan Hilferty argues that “the vast
majority of soldiers who desert do so for
personal, family or ﬁnancial problems,
not for political or conscientious objector
purposes,” but others, like Eric Seitz, attorney for war resister Lt. Ehren Watada,
see things differently. “They lied in Vietnam
with the amount of opposition to the war
and they’re lying now.”
The Center on Conscience and War,
which works to support all those who
question participation in war, reports that
they receive daily calls from military personnel who have questions about ﬁling for
Conscientious Objector (CO) status. But
while the percentage of military personnel
applying for CO status has increased, the
denial rate for CO claims has increased
faster. According to the Public Affairs
Ofﬁce of the Army, more than 70% of CO
applications are denied. The process is long
– sometimes taking 12-18 months. And
when CO status is denied, some service
men and women are taking other action
– refusing deployment, seeking refuge in
Elizabeth is a United Methodist pastor serving a congregation in Oneida, NY.
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Closer to Home
As more service men and women
speak out and act out against the
war, the path for resistance will
become easier. Earlier this year, a
federal district court ordered the
Army not to deploy Corey Martin
to Afghanistan while his CO application was still pending.
Martin was a sergeant stationed
at Fort Drum. He applied for discharge from the Army as a CO in
Darrell Anderson (center with megaphone) leads anti-war late 2005, realizing he had become
march in Toronto, September 24, 2005. Photo: Matthew
morally opposed to war. The Army
Emirzian
at ﬁrst granted “ﬁrst-level” approval
to Martin’s application but in the
the ﬁrst US soldier who escaped to Canada
meantime informed Martin he would be
turned himself in at Fort Knox.
deployed to Afghanistan in March 2006.
Specialist Darrell Anderson, recipient
The Army had earlier decided not to deploy
of the Purple Heart for taking shrapnel in
Martin but reversed its decision for reasons
order to protect others in his unit from a
roadside bomb, said he deserted the Army
last year because he could no longer ﬁght
in what he believes is an illegal war. “I feel
that by resisting I made up for the things I
did in Iraq,” he said. “I feel I made up for
the sins I committed in this war.”
In 2004, Anderson says, he was ordered
to open ﬁre on a car full of civilians that
sped through a US military checkpoint.
Anderson refused. “Events like that just
kept occurring, until one day I saw a couple
of my fellow soldiers get hit and I pulled
my trigger while pointing it at an innocent
child. But my weapon was on safe, and
then I realized what I was doing, and I Lt. Ehren Watada explains his refusal to deploy
to Iraq at a June 7, 2006 press conference in
just realized that no matter how good you Tacoma, WA. Photo: Justin Vela
believe you are, when you’re there, that
you’re eventually – you know, the evil in
this is going to take over, and you’re going of a “retaliatory and punitive” nature, acto kill people.”
cording to the NY Civil Liberties Union,
Anderson suffers from post-traumatic who represented Martin. However, a federal
stress disorder and because of this his at- district court judge signed a Stipulation
torneys were able to reach an agreement and Order by which the Army agreed not
with military ofﬁcials – Anderson will to deploy Martin before his CO application
not be court-martialed, but will receive was fully processed.
treatment for PTSD and be allowed to live
Martin joined the Army in 2001, and
with his family.
received a promotion to sergeant after several
excellent evaluations. But by 2002, Martin

32%
p:/

The Washington Times, April 9, 2006

was having doubts about the morality of
war and took time to study writings on war
and peace. By 2005, Martin was sure he
opposed war and sure he could not serve in
the Army. The Army Investigating Ofﬁcer,
who ﬁrst reviewed Martin’s application,
recommended approval, stating that Martin
“is sincere in his beliefs of conscientious
objection . . . with the underlying belief as his
opposition to all wars and the unintentional
consequence which war produces, which
is casualties and suffering it produces to
innocent civilians.” In April 2006, Martin’s
CO application was ﬁnally approved, and
in May he was ofﬁcially discharged from
the Army.
Today, stories with ‘happy’ endings
like Martin’s are still the exception to the
rule. But thanks to those bold men and
women leading the way, others are ﬁnding the strength, resolve and support they
need to resist. Those of us in the peace
movement must do more to connect with
these conscientious service people as part
of our effort to bring this bloody war to
a close.

Learn More / Lend a Hand
To learn more about your rights as a
member of the military, check out www.
girights.org, email: girights@objector.
org or call the GI Rights Hotline:
800-394-9544.
For information about registering as a
Conscientious Objector, check out The
Central Committee for Conscientious
Objectors, www.objector.org, email:
info@objector.org, phone: 215-5638787; or The Center for Conscience
and War, www.centeronconscience.
org, email: ccw@centeronconscience.
org, phone: 800-379-2679.
To support military resisters, contact
Courage to Resist (Oakland, CA)
www.CouragetoResist.org, (510)
764-2073.

of Iraqis have access to clean water compared
to 50% before the 2003 invasion. 19% of Iraqis
have working sewer connections compared to
24% before the war.
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Afghanistan Five Years Later:
The Return of the Taliban
The Senlis Council
“When you ﬁrst came here we were so
glad to see you. Now we have lived with
you in our country for ﬁve years and we
see you tell a lot of lies and make a lot of
false promises.”
-Former Mujaheedin commander from
Kandahar
Five years after their removal from power,
the Taliban is back and has strong psychological and de facto military control
over half of Afghanistan. Having assumed
responsibility for the country in 2001, the
United States-led international community
has failed to achieve stability and security
in Afghanistan. Attacks are perpetrated on a
daily basis; several provinces, particularly
those of the South, considered safe just weeks
ago, are now experiencing regular suicide
bombings, murders and ambushes. There
were 104 civilian casualties in Afghanistan
in the month of July alone.
Two parallel but intertwined crises – the
return of the Taliban and hunger – have
been identiﬁed as the drivers for the state
of failure of today’s Afghanistan.

The Taliban is Winning
The Taliban’s power in southern Afghanistan is rapidly spreading to the rest of the
country. Indicators of today’s Taliban
insurgency, painting itself as a Muslim
liberation movement, reveal well-organized
and funded groups which are being used
in a complex proxy destabilization effort
by third-party nations and groups. An insurgency embedded in rural communities
using lightweight high-technology such
as satellite phones and global positioning
system (GPS) give the Taliban a tactical
edge over international military troops.
The insurgency frontline, which now
cuts through the center of Afghanistan, is
moving steadily northwards towards Kabul.
Even Taliban attacks which lead to Afghan
civilian victims play in favor of the insurExcerpted from Five Years Later: The Return
of the Taliban, published in September by the
Senlis Council, an international policy think
tank with ofﬁces in Kabul, London, Paris and
Brussels (www.senliscouncil.net).
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Graphic: Patrick Chappatte

gency, creating a strong
sense of insecurity for
which the US-led international community is
held responsible.

Hunger and
Starvation
With camps of internally
displaced people, slums and makeshift villages – all of which can be found on the
doorstep of new multi-million dollar military
camps – starvation is the forgotten crisis of
southern Afghanistan. Farmers who have
had their poppy crop – their only viable
livelihood – eradicated by force now see
their children facing starvation.
The food shortage is triggering population displacements and large scale relocation to makeshift, unregistered refugee
camps, yet Afghanistan’s development
community is not given sufﬁcient support from the international military to try
to address the most urgent humanitarian
needs in the South. “I took my child to the
graveyard, my child died of hunger. There
are children dying here,” said a man in one
of these camps in Kandahar Province. The
growing hunger crisis is not only proof of
the failure of the delivery of primary aid,
but it also provides another compelling
case for the Taliban to demonstrate to local
communities that the US-led international
community has deserted them.
Three underlying factors sustain these
twin crises:

International Community seen
as Invading Force
“We have a saying about you now: Your
blood is blood, our blood is just water to
you.”
-Former Mujaheedin commander from
Kandahar
Despite the deployment of extensive
military operations over the last ﬁve years,
the US-led international community has
failed to break the vicious circle of violence. Military missions like the US-led
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) have
prioritized the use of force before cooperation and development efforts. The US

and its international partners like the UK
and Canada have been pursuing the ghost
of Al Qaeda instead of engaging with the
realities of Afghanistan.
The confusion between counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency has been
worsened by the overlaps between the
recent NATO-ISAF (International Security
Assistance Force) deployment and on-going Operation Enduring Freedom activities
in southern Afghanistan. As a result, the
international military is perceived as essentially a force of invasion, rather than
one of stabilization. Little space is left for
the credible delivery of development aid by
the Karzai government and the international
development community.

Forced Poppy Crop Eradication:
An Anti-poor Policy
“In the villages, they had their crops destroyed, there is no water, no jobs, nothing
to do – isn’t it fair that they go and join
the Taliban? Wouldn’t you do the same
thing?”
-A worker in Kandahar City
Southern Afghanistan was the target of
extensive opium poppy eradication operations in the ﬁrst half of 2006, which have
resulted in the exacerbation of poverty
and insecurity levels. In districts where
control shifts daily between insurgents,
international troops and the central government, forced eradication intensiﬁes these
power struggles. The US-inspired eradication policy has stirred up a hornet’s nest
in southern Afghanistan: it has turned the
people against the NATO-ISAF stabilization effort and pushed them further into the
arms of the Taliban.
The poorest and most vulnerable farmers, who are most in need of international

aid, fall victim to aggressive drug policies
on many different levels. Poor farmers must
witness the destruction of their only viable
survival strategy; they see their opium debt
swell and are obliged to pay bribes in order
to buy protection from eradication.
Aggressive drug policies reinforce
the perception among the
local Afghan communities
that the US-led international
community and the central
government are leading an
“anti-poor” policy, providing once again an advantage
to the Taliban who portray
themselves as the protectors
of the farming communities.
These failed counter-narcotics policies have undermined
the ability of the Afghan
government to develop its
legitimacy with the rural
population, the majority of the
population in Afghanistan.

government through universal suffrage,
are collapsing. The general population’s
negative perceptions of the reconstruction
efforts further undermine the delivery of
aid projects, including those with proven
positive effects.

such must be aligned with fundamental
humanitarian development imperatives. All
aggressive poppy crop eradication, which
attacks the livelihoods of poor, rural communities, must stop. Short-term aggressive
strategies such as poppy crop eradication
must be replaced by development-based
interventions that provide
adapted and long-term
economic alternatives for
rural communities.
To have a long-term
effect, alternative development approaches must take
advantage of the pre-existing local resources in rural
communities. For example,
the strong traditional control
structures available in Afghan villages and districts
can provide the ﬁrst enforcement level for the cultivation
of poppy under a licensing
system and a controlled
market for morphine and
Only 23% of Afghanistan’s people have access to safe drinking water. © CARE
codeine. Such grass-roots
photo: A. John Watson
drug policy schemes will
Artificial
encourage the establishment
Reconstruction
of cooperative relationships between farm“The foreigners came here and said they
ing communities, the central government
would help the poor people and improve
and its international partners.
the economic situation, and they only spend Make Emergency Poverty Relief
money on their military operations. The a Top Priority
Military Strategies Must Take a
poor people are poorer now than when
Poverty is the primary enemy of Afghani- Back-Seat
the Taliban were the government. We don’t
stan’s reconstruction and must be defeated.
The US’ focus on highly specialized secutrust them anymore. We would be fools to
As a beneﬁciary of international aid,
rity problems as illustrated by the ‘search
continue to believe their lies.”
Afghanistan receives the lowest amount
and destroy’ Operation Enduring Freedom
-An Afghan commander in Kandahar
of reconstruction ﬁnancing compared to
must take a back seat. There is an urgent
Province
all other post-conﬂict nations, signifying
need to refocus on the broader root cause
a failure to recognize that Afghanistan is
of instability, by addressing the problem
Reconstruction priorities such as the
among the poorest of the poor nations.
of poverty.
establishment of democratic institutions
The US-led reconstruction agenda does
European countries’ experience with
are based on a misconceived US agenda,
not include a clear pro-poor emergency
‘hearts and minds’ missions and historic
leaving the real needs of Afghanistan unpackage similar to those implemented in
cooperation with Muslim communities
addressed. Military expenditure outpaces
African countries in times of humanitaruniquely positions them to redirect and
development and reconstruction spendian disaster.
lead the stabilization efforts in Afghanistan.
ing by 900%. Since 2002 $82.5 billion
There is an immediate need to launch
Under European guidance, the international
has been spent on military operations in
humanitarian interventions throughout
military coalitions should concentrate on
Afghanistan compared to just $7.3 billion
Afghanistan, with a special emphasis on
facilitating the conditions for aid delivery
on development. To the real Afghanistan
the most disadvantaged communities, such
to reach Afghanistan’s most remote com– that of displaced farming communities
as those in the poppy growing areas. The
munities. This would be the ﬁrst step for
and starving, sick children – this reconresponse to emergency crises like starvarural communities to join the reconstrucstruction agenda has merely achieved a
tion is not only a humanitarian necessity
tion effort.
“fantasy Afghanistan.”
– it represents an essential part of any
International military operations must
This artiﬁcial reconstruction agenda
stabilization effort.
collaborate with the Afghan government
has not allowed the Afghan government
at the strategic and tactical planning stage.
to establish its legitimacy as the main aid
Overhaul Failed CounterThis is essential to avoid any mis-targeting
and development provider to its people.
of civilians and to give a greater ownership
In turn, successful ventures born through Narcotics Strategies
a colossal Afghan nation-building effort, Effective counter-narcotics strategies are of security efforts to the Afghan national
such as the establishment of a democratic essential to Afghanistan’s recovery and as government.

NEW DIRECTIONS
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Buying Local

Graphic: Harley Schwadron/Z Magazine

Carl Mellor
Over the next six weeks, holiday arts-andcrafts festivals will be in full swing. These
examples of local economic democracy
include the Peace Council’s own Plowshares
Craftsfair, Dec. 2-3 at Nottingham High
School; Art Mart, currently open six days
a week during the holiday season at 401
S. Salina St.; and the “From The Earth”
arts-and-crafts show held on Nov. 18-19
and Dec. 16-17 at the Onondaga Nation
School. Each brings its own ﬂavor: Plowshares’ mix of culture, community and
politics, a celebration of Haudenosaunee
culture in “From The Earth,” and Art Mart’s
showcasing of local artists and artisans for
52 holiday seasons.
And yet, there is commonality among
the three events. All of them provide an
alternative to mass-produced goods, stores
owned by international corporations and
the rampant consumerism evident in the
mob scene at local malls the day after
Thanksgiving. All honor the creativity of
a potter, jeweler or beadworker. All have
an economic component—the exchange of
money for goods solely within the local
community.
More thorough discussion of local
economic alternatives must, of course,
extend beyond the holidays. Regionally,
we can point to food cooperatives, direct
buying from local farmers, and local currency systems such as Ithaca Hours, one
of the most successful in the world (www.
ithacahours.com). There are two socially
responsible credit unions, the Syracuse
Cooperative Federal Credit Union (SCFCU)
on Westcott Street in Syracuse and the
Alternatives credit union, based in Ithaca.
The Syracuse Cultural Workers (SCW) have
operated for 25 years, creating and selling
calendars, greeting cards and other items
devoted to themes of peace, diversity and
human rights. Along the way, SCW has
built a constituency not only in Central
New York but also around the country.
Even as we celebrate the alternative
sector of our local economy, certain realities come to mind. The combined assets of
every credit union in Central New York are
for the most part small compared to those
Carl is a member of the Syracuse Peace
Council.
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owned by a bank. In addition, on a busy
day like Nov. 24, the receipts for a few
of the bigger stores in the Carousel Mall
will far outstrip total sales for every local
arts-and-crafts show.
Is that cause for despair? No. Is
growing economic alternatives a difﬁcult
task? Yes. Nonetheless, there is room
for expansion. Although the SCFCU has
experienced substantial growth over the
past 15 years, it welcomes new members.
While the SCFCU is open to people living in certain Syracuse neighborhoods or
involved in one of 35 ﬁeld-of-membership
organizations, only a small percentage of
those eligible for membership have actually joined. Reasons for low membership
include but are not limited to the general
unawareness that credit unions have federal
deposit insurance.
Similarly, with Plowshares now situated
in a larger space that can accommodate
more than 100 craftspersons, attendance
has increased substantially. However, community awareness of the festival hasn’t
reached a saturation point. Volunteers who
work the door at Plowshares still encounter
people who say they are coming for the
ﬁrst time or haven’t come by in about ten
years. Reaching beyond the usual suspects
doesn’t necessarily mean high-end marketing; it might entail something as simple as
mentioning Plowshares or other local crafts
events to a friend or co-worker.
We can also be encouraged by what is
happening in other communities. Indeed,

local alternative economic initiatives are
only a microcosm of activities and enterprises around the nation. In other cities,
healthcare workers have formed cooperatives
to line up work, trim away administrative
costs and boost their pay. Self-employed
workers have banded together to purchase
health insurance. The Craft Emergency
Relief Fund (www.craftemergency.org/),
a small organization based in Montpelier,
Vermont, helps craftspersons who have
lost work due to accident, illness or a
natural disaster.
Supporting local economic initiatives
does not preclude or supplant advocacy
for minimum-wage increases or better
workplace safety or preservation of the
Social Security system. All of it comes
into play; all of it is part of striving for
economic democracy.
Another facet of this struggle is conceptual; i.e. recognition of the fact that each
of us, no matter how modest our level of
income, has some power implicit in spending decisions. The ﬁrst step is looking at
a wider range of options, including seeking local vendors instead of a chain store,
focusing on the proposition that dollars,
whenever possible, should stay in the local
community (see box on page 16).
This process isn’t predicated on a
standard of absolute purity. For example,
it’s not possible to buy a car or truck made
in Syracuse or most other consumer goods.

continued on page 16
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Disturbance in the
house of Song
Teresa Gilman
The ceiling loosens up and lifts off,
the roof goes with it, and all caution
and plans. The closets groan
in their frames, clothes drop to the dust.
The wind is all that’s left,
your shaky voice, wavering
at the edge like tumbleweed
across the wide expanse of rooms,
and shoes are lost, the sink backs up,
the dog whimpers at his food. Tiles warp,
grit clogs the phones, wires in the walls
wear thin, and voices whispering in the attic cease.
Those last days in August a hot tar mirage,
gnats worrying the screens, you trying to build a fire
with wet wood, shivering, the maples rotted
from rain, beeches shaken leafless,
cicadas sizzle at midday, bees
swarm over a dead sycamore,
rust eats up the machinery,
and larva dangles from the wheat.

POETRY PEACE VIGIL

“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”
– Sam Hamill
If you’ve been moved by this unjust
war to write a poem, please consider
submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.
com, or mail to SPC. Work on themes
of war, the war economy, oppression
and political injustice, and/or which
celebrates more positive hopes and
visions, will be considered.
the house reeks of doused fire,
like incinerators in 1940s apartments,
cinders rustle in a breeze up the chimney,
pigeons moan on the roof.
In the morning sun reached in but sleep didn’t let go,
Brightness glazed the grooves of salt and dirt down your face,
Your chest a vee of gold in shadow in a silent room
Where all that’s left is the wind.

in memory of Bobby Noonan, singer, songwriter, guitarist
lungs wrecked by war, 1946-2003
Poet’s Comment:
The voice of the artist is a big theme in my work. I wrote the poem three years ago
– three friends died of lung cancer in their 50s—and dedicated it to a high school
friend who went to Viet Nam in the 60s and came back a lost man. I began mourning
him back then, but didn’t write about it till after he died.

The oaks shaking dried-leaf maracas,
you heaping logs in the fireplace, speaking
the lines of your new songs in a creaking voice,
your breaths too short for singing,
darkness pounds the chimney
all around, water runs somewhere,
moths thump in the kitchen cupboards,
and cans out back whirl around all night.
Your voice could barely hold on to the words,
I listened to the wind, its long slide guitar whine,
and the scrape of your breathing between verses
loaded my chest with heavy shot,
there’s a raw gash in the lawn out front,
a bank of lilies pulled up and tossed
aside, smooth stones collected
from 40 years of lakes gone,
the fire burned off the heat by midnight.
Near dawn you lay down your guitar
but didn’t sleep. You wanted to stay
awake forever,

Teresa’s third collection of poems, Roses in the Sand, Your Hand,
is due out in November from FootHills.
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Buy Local / continued from page 10
It is possible to make small changes, to
move a chunk of Holiday shopping away
from department stores and toward local
players.
Cynics argue such shifts represent a
drop in the bucket. Pragmatists acknowledge the inherent difﬁculties in making
signiﬁcant local economic changes in the
21st century but also say it’s a vital step for
our community. Spending a dollar involves
a decision, a vote as important as the one
on Election Day.

Don’t forget to
Support Peace
Newsletter
advertisers...
all local folks!

Two New Local Book Stores
Tired of the corporate atmosphere of
Barnes and Nobles and Borders? Want
to support the local economy? Check out
two new local bookstores. What they may
lack in on-hand inventory, they more than
make up for in atmosphere and investment in the local community.

Second Story Books
(550 Westcott St) is a place to procure
hard-to-ﬁnd books on culture, current affairs, art theory and many other subjects.
Customers can also order books that they
cannot ﬁnd in the store. This comfortable
bookstore also has its own coffee shop
and an area for reading and community
interaction. In addition, Second Story
strives to support local and international
artists by serving as a gallery space and
a venue for ﬁlm showings and readings.
The store is open Monday through Sunday, from 12 to 8 pm. Contact Alexis at
anharwood@yahoo.com.

Lavender Inkwell Bookshoppe
(304 N. McBride St.) reclaims the former
home of My Sister’s Words bookstore and
focuses on GLBT literature. The owners
stress that they “want to offer the Gay
and Lesbian community a place where
people can feel safe in an environment
that is friendly and inviting.” The space is
meant to be warm and cordial, and there
are chairs, a loveseat and a window seat
for reading. Clients are encouraged to
spend time in the store and relax. There
are also complimentary amenities like
coffee, and tea for customers. Lavender
Inkwell also displays the works of local
photographers and other graphic artists.
While the store just opened, there are
plans for reading and writing clubs, as
well as book signing events. The store
is open Monday through Sunday from
10 am to 7 pm.Contact John or Scott at
lavenderinkwell@twcny.rr.com.
–Aly Wane
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UN Committee Recognizes US Abuse of
Western Shoshone Human Rights
Candee Wadsworth and
Joan Cope Savage

UTAH

Candee (a resident of Lafayette) and Joan
(who has previously written for the PNL on
the Onondaga Fishery) are both members
of NOON.

NEVADA

NIA

In 1863 the Western Shoshone and the US
Government signed the Treaty of Ruby
Valley, granting the US permission to lease
land for two roads, railroad, telegraph and
mining as understood at that time (small
operations that did not disturb the land
surface or use much water).
In 1946 the US Government set up the
Indian Claims Commission (ICC) in the
Department of the Interior to “compensate”
Native Peoples for lands taken. The Western
Shoshone assert that no lands were ceded
and want the US to recognize their title to
their lands. They do not want their land put
in trust, as that would give control of the
land to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
and hence to the US Government.
In 1979, the Indian Claims Commission (ICC) paid the BIA 15 cents per acre
for Western Shoshone lands they said were
taken by “gradual encroachment,” a method
of taking which has never been found to
be legal. The BIA holds this money “in
trust” for the Western Shoshone.

IDAHO

R
IFO

From Lease to Theft

WESTERN SHOSHONE
LANDS

CAL

The Onondaga have worked for decades
with other nations and peoples around the
world to seek recognition of the rights of
indigenous peoples. In July 2006, leaders
of the Western Shoshone (Newe) joined
representatives of the Onondaga Nation for
a two-day meeting to update each other on
the progress and challenges of this work.
Members of Neighbors of the Onondaga
Nation (NOON) and other friends of the
Onondaga were invited to attend on the
second day of the meeting. Guests had
the opportunity to listen to the speakers’
dialogues, which included a high level of
recollected detail and personal experience
spanning many years.
We were grateful for the opportunity to
hear and witness the careful, deliberative
manner in which all were given opportunity
to contribute.

Following the discovery of microscopic
gold on Western Shoshone lands, the US
charged Shoshone ranchers and sisters,
Carrie and Mary Dann, with “trespass” in
1974 for grazing cattle on their own lands.
The issue went to the Supreme Court,
which ruled in 1985 that the Western Shoshone lost the land title when the Interior
Department, acting as their “trustee,” had
accepted money.

her fundamental understanding that “only
the Creator has title.” She noted the loss
of her livelihood when government agencies destroyed her horse herd. She also
described the gold mining operations that
use 70,000 gallons of water a minute from
the Western Shoshone’s aquifer.
The Western Shoshone’s lawyer Julie
Fishel summarized the legal effort to gain
recognition for the Shoshone’s indigenous
rights, particularly the recent progress at
the UN. In March 2006, the UNCERD issued an “early warning and urgent action
procedure” in response to requests from
four Shoshone tribes. UNCERD emphasized the “rights of indigenous peoples,
in particular their right to own, develop,
control, and use their communal lands,
territories and resources...” UNCERD
expressed particular concern about privatization of Western Shoshone ancestral
lands for resource extraction, and about
damage to areas of cultural and spiritual
signiﬁcance by development of a nuclear
waste depository at Yucca Mountain, gold
mining and geothermal energy leases. The
committee rejected the US contention that
the Western Shoshone’s legal rights to their
land had been extinguished.

Rights of Indigenous People

Going International
Finding no justice in the US Courts,
the Western Shoshone decided that as a
sovereign nation their case should be addressed in international courts and forums,
and ﬁled a human rights complaint with
the UN Committee on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination (UNCERD) in
2001. A similar complaint ﬁled with the
Organization of American States (OAS)
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights led to a 2003 ruling in favor of
the Shoshone, a decision which has been
ignored by the US.
In July 2006 at the Onondaga Nation,
Carrie Dann, who has led the legal ﬁght
for Western Shoshone land rights, spoke
from the heart about her duty to take care of
the land for future generations and shared

In a parallel effort, a global petition for
UN acceptance of the Declaration of the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples reached a
milestone in June 2006 with the passage of
the draft Declaration in the Human Rights
Council (the US, New Zealand and Australia voted against it) and recommendation
of its adoption by the General Assembly.
This achievement is the result of years of
travel and communications by many native nations around the world. In 1973, the
Haudenosaunee Grand Council sent three
men to work on native rights issues around
the world. Two of them, both Onondaga,
spoke at the meeting in July.
The progress of both the Western
Shoshone’s racial discrimination case and
the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples continue to depend on the growth
of broad public understanding, acceptance
and support. In the past, laws based on

continued on next page
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Western Shoshone / from previous page
the Doctrine of Discovery and a view of
indigenous peoples as “wards of the state”
have diminished native rights (see PNLs
744 and 755).
The 2006 UNCERD recommendation
on the rights of indigenous peoples to
own their land and conduct their cultural
and spiritual life there, acknowledges
rights that have been denied around the
world. May this process continue with
the support of conscientious people the
world over.

More Information and Action Steps
Petition Supporting the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples:
www.amnesty.ca/ip_un_petition/UN_indigenous_rights_petition.php
To Read the UN Resolution and Declaration – www.ohchr.org/english/issues/
indigenous/groups/groups-02.htm
Western Shoshone Defense Project – www.wsdp.org, (775) 468-0230
Onondaga Land Rights Action – www.onondaganation.org, (315) 492-1922
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON)
www.peacecouncil.net/noon, (315) 472-5478

ONONDAG A L AND RIGHTS
& Our Common Future
A Collaborative Educational Series

bringing together the Central New York community, Syracuse University and SUNY ESF

Why Native American Sovereignty Makes Sense for All of Us
FEATURING Tonya Gonnella Frichner, President and founder of the American Indian Law Alliance in
New York, Tonya (Onondaga), Richard Loder, Director of Syracuse University’s Native American Studies Program, Richard (of Delaware descent)and Scott Lyons, Director of the Center for Indigenous Studies at St. John
Fisher College (Ojibwe).

Mon., November 27 at 7 pm,

Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee St.

SERIES GRAND FINALE:

Sing and Dance with the Haudenosaunee Singers & Dancers
Wed., December 6 at 7 pm, Women’s Bldg. Gym (SU), Comstock

and Euclid Aves.

Programs are free and followed by a reception
Community Sponsors: Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation/Syracuse Peace Council, the Inter-Religious Council of CNY, Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation and
Syracuse Cultural Workers.

Syracuse University Sponsors: Chancellor’s Office, Religion Department, African American Studies, Division of Student Affairs Diversity Programming

Grants, English, Geography, Hendricks Chapel, History, Honor’s Program, Indigenous Sustainability Studies Project, La L.U.C.H.A. (Latino Undergraduates Creating
History in America), Latino-Latin American Studies, Native American Students at Syracuse, Native American Studies Program, Office of Multicultural Affairs, Program
in the Analysis and Resolution of Conflict, School of Education, School of Visual and Performing Arts, Sociology, Student Environmental Action Coalition, Students
Advancing Sexual Safety and Empowerment, University College, Women’s Studies and Writing Program.

SUNY Sponsor: SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
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Movements From Anti-war to Democracy
Mike Ferner

regulating the rate at which these companies
destroy the planet. If we don’t resume the
struggle of who’s in charge, we will be
no more successful than the safe energy
movement of the 1970s which greatly
curtailed nuclear plant construction but
could not generate sustainable energy
policies, let alone put energy companies
under democratic control.
Progressive Era activists and we, their
political descendants, tried to keep the
Armour Co. from selling rotten meat by

In his provocative bestseller, War Is a Force
That Gives Us Meaning, Chris Hedges explored how individual and national psyches
are emotionally invested in war. Even the
peace movement would do well to mark
his point about the emotional hold of war.
Put another way, could it be that because
war’s suffering is so horrible, opposing it
gives activists’ lives a heightened sense of
purpose?
If so, what does that
mean for the anti-war
movement when our
troops ﬁnally come home
and US battleﬁeld casualties stop? How do we
do more than just react
the next time Empire
demands war? More
fundamentally, will the
peace movement and its
sister organizations not
only get better at opposing social ills, but learn
how to prevent corporations from turning what’s
supposed to be our own
government into our
greatest obstacle?
Graphic: jarnocan on flickr.com with assistance from Andy Mager

The Struggle for
Who’s in Charge
Let’s consider the modern environmental
movement.
Environmentalists have become experts
at ﬁghting, on the corporate ﬁeld of regulatory hearings, to reduce the poison in our
air and water by a few parts per million,
then go on to stop a toxic waste dump or a
nuclear power plant, one at a time, until we
are exhausted. We call that success.
But corporations continue gaining
the economic and political power and the
legal rights needed to beat us in every
ﬁeld of endeavor. Long ago we gave up
ﬁghting for democratic control of energy
and transportation companies in favor of
Mike works with the Program on Corporations, Law & Democracy. His book, “Inside
the Red Zone: A Veteran for Peace Reports
from Iraq” is just out. Contact Mike at www.
mikeferner.org.

passing the Pure Food and Drug Act; tried
to require the Standard Oil Co. to dump
a little less toxic waste into our air and
water with the National Environmental
Policy Act; and attempted to slow the rate
at which members of the National Association of Manufacturers kill and maim
workers on the job with the Occupational
Safety and Health Act. While we were
busy trying to rein in speciﬁc corporate
behaviors, attorneys for these legal ﬁctions
took a more fundamental approach – they
devised ways to expand the power of all
corporations across the board, by getting
the Supreme Court to “ﬁnd” their clients
in the Constitution.

Corporations As Persons
For example, corporate lawyers chaffed at
the idea that only real human beings should
be protected by the 14th Amendment to the
Constitution, and so the best minds money
could buy methodically advanced case after

case through the federal judiciary until their
fellow elites on the Supreme Court extended
the amendment’s equal protection provision to corporate “persons” (Santa Clara
County v. Southern Paciﬁc Railroad 1886,
and Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad v.
Beckwith, 1889).
If it seems crazy that a constitutional
amendment passed to protect freed slaves was
used in this way, keep in mind the modern
slogan coined by the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF):
“Slavery is the ﬁction
that a person is property.
Corporate personhood is
the ﬁction that property
is a person.”
With that, it was a
relatively small step to
argue that the entire Bill
of Rights should protect
corporate interests. So
today, the 4th Amendment protects corporations from unreasonable
searches (Hale v. Henkel,
1906) and the 1st Amendment has been twisted
to protect “corporate
speech” (Virginia Bd.
of Pharmacy v. Virginia Consumer Council,
1976), including such
things as telling us what
kind of energy policy we need (PG&E v.
Public Utilities Commission, 1986), what
kind of dairy products we can be warned
about (International Dairy Foods Assoc.
v Amestoy 1996), and how to vote on all
manner of ballot initiatives (First National
Bank of Boston v. Bellotti, 1977).
How did corporations achieve these
victories? We know they exercised their
vast wealth and political connections, but
what long range legal strategies did they
employ that are worth understanding? What
lessons might we learn from reviewing the
organizing and legal strategies people’s
movements used to oppose corporate power?
What victories did they win? These are
the histories we need to learn if we want
to do more than end this war’s suffering a
few weeks sooner or perhaps postpone the
next war a bit. We must learn how to strip
corporations of their usurped privileges,

continued on next page
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Employees of the War Machine
Cindy Sheehan poignantly wrote, “I knew that our leaders were
bought and paid for employees of the war machine, and yet, when
Casey came of age, he put on the uniform and marched off to another
senseless war to bring his employers that rich reward of money and
power. The warning for American mothers and fathers is this: the war
machine will get your children, if not now, then your grandchildren.
It is a hard and steep price to pay for the certain knowledge that the
people in power think of us, not as their employers and electorate
whom they swear to serve, but as their tools to be used as cannon
fodder whenever the impulse strikes them.”
If we want Cindy’s words to mean something, we have to
learn how to transform the anti-war movement into a democracy
movement. Our reward will be that we can ﬁnally move beyond
opposing one war after another to build the kind of peaceful, just
world we deserve…and the planet is waiting for us to create.

HELP WANTED

Bookkeeper for the
Syracuse Peace Council
Do you have bookkeeping experience? Do you know
Quickbooks? Would you like to put those skills to work
for a grassroots peace and social justice organization?

If so, we want to talk with YOU!
SPC’s bookkeeper is responsible for:
• Day-to-day bookkeeping (includes bill payment,
making deposits, data entry).
• Helping prepare forms for state and federal
government.
• Creating ﬁnancial reports.
• Taking care of all salary-related expenses and
reporting requirements.
• Sending out invoices.

If interested, contact Carol at SPC, 472-5478.

Syracuse Peace Council

11/9/06

2:49 PM



Single tickets available now, starting at $25. Discounts for
children and seniors. 6Packs and Holiday Gift Certificates
available. For group rates call 315.443.9844.
SEASON SPONSORS:

20 Peace Newsletter December 2006

Page 1



dismantle their power to govern, and end forever their ability to
direct our hard-earned wealth into butchery and empire.
Of course we can be content to be an anti-war movement and
have the Empire deﬁne our existence and purpose. In that case,
the drumbeats for the next war will reassemble social change
activists from a hundred different fronts. We will throw ourselves
once more into the fray, working against the government’s welloiled killing machine until we are exhausted. But when do we
demand to be more than a brief parade of colorful banners and
heartfelt slogans passing an empty White House?



Democracy / from previous page

EXCLUSIVE CORPORATE SPONSOR:

Box Office:
315.443.3275
www.SyracuseStage.org

MEDIA SPONSORS:

Live 8: Legitimizing the Oppressor
Aly Wane
“It is like being offered a handkerchief by
the same person who is beating the hell
out of you.”
–Dr. Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem, General
secretary of the Global Pan African Movement, on Live 8.
Bob Geldof has anointed himself Africa’s
Great White Savior and many Third World
activists are angry with him. The British
rocker was the main organizer of last year’s
over-publicized Live 8 concert, a star
studded event meant to pressure wealthy
countries into providing debt relief, aid,
and fair trade to African nations. Despite
all the good will surrounding it, Live 8
became a symbol of all that is wrong with
Western “philanthropy” towards the socalled Dark Continent. One iconic image of
the concert was that of Madonna hugging
Birhan Woldu, a young Ethiopian survivor
of the famine that the ﬁrst Live Aid event
was meant to combat. The message was
clear: Africa’s myriad problems could be
solved by Western benevolence.
The problem with that approach is that
it does nothing to address the fact that Africa
is not poor but instead impoverished. The
chief beneﬁciaries of Africa’s exploitation
are the very G8 countries whose generosity
Geldof continues to praise. By coddling the
leaders of these nations, Geldof provided
them with a better PR campaign than they
could ever have created on their own. Impossibly, Geldof made leaders like Bush
and Blair seem cool. By doing so, he did
a great disservice to the people that he
ostensibly wanted to help.

“From Charity to Justice”: Live 8
and Global Capitalism
The admirable goal of Live 8 was to move
away from the “handout” paradigm of the
previous Live Aid concert, towards a justicebased model that would address some of
the underlying causes of Africa’s poverty
(such as onerous debt and unfair trading
practices of Western nations). Thus the event
was meant to pressure the G8 countries
into debt cancellation and commitments
to greater aid for the continent.
The G8 is short for “Group of Eight,”
Aly, an SPC intern and former staffmember
at Unity Acres, was born in Senegal.

the eight most powerful
and economically robust
nations of the world: The
US, France, the United
Kingdom, Germany, Japan, Italy, Canada, and
Russia (as of 2006). These
nations meet every year to
determine the economic
direction of the entire
globe. By and large, what
they decide, goes.
However, there has
been a growing international movement to
challenge the so-called
“neoliberal” policies
pushed by these countries. Abdulai Darimani, an activist from Third World Network (TWN) : Africa.
TWN is one of the many vibrant African civil society organizations
These policies, enforced The
pressuring the G8 for just, equitable economic treatment.
by institutions like the
World Bank, the World
Trade Organization, and the International and the onerous “conditionalities” which
Monetary Fund, include “liberalization” were attached to it and to future aid.
To many outside onlookers, Africa’s
and privatization of African economies:
opening up vulnerable, ﬂedgling African debt crisis is due to mismanagement and
economies to predatory multinational corruption. This reinforces the stereotype
corporations (MNCs). The World Bank of a continent in need of Western ﬁnancial
has recently admitted the failure of these tutelage. The legitimacy of these debts is
policies to provide signiﬁcant economic never called into question, however. In
development in so-called “Third-World” fact, many of the countries and ﬁnancial
nations. Not surprisingly, however, these institutions that loaned money to the African
free market policies have been a boon to continent often did so with full knowledge
MNCs that have had legal and wide ac- that some of these governments were led by
cess to African economic resources at the tyrants who would never use these funds
to help their own people.
expense of Africans.
During the Cold War, for example,
Thus, the G8 nations are the enforcers
of an economic system that has exploited many countries were used as pawns by
the continent’s resources to beneﬁt wealthy the superpowers in their game of global
nations and MNCs. As British journalist supremacy. Dictators like Idi Amin of
George Monbiot wrote, the Live 8 concert Uganda, and Charles Taylor of Liberia
neglects to mention that “rich nations had were offered loans that they predictably
played any role in Africa’s accumulation used to enrich themselves, with full
of debt, or accumulations of weapons, or knowledge of the creditors. Now, regular
loss of resources, or collapse in public citizens of these nations are being forced
services, or concentration of wealth and by the World Bank and the IMF to repay
these illegitimate loans, at the expense of
power by unaccountable leaders.”
funding for education, health care, and
public services. In fact, African physicians
False Promises
derisively refer to the IMF as the “Infant
After the Live 8 concert, Bob Geldof praised
Mortality Fund”. To add an even more
G8 nations for their debt reduction and
egregious example, the people of South
“cancellation” plans. In fact, even as many
Africa are currently being forced to pay the
of these promises started to fall apart, he
debt incurred by the Apartheid government.
gave positive grades to G8 countries in a
In effect, they are being forced to pay for
remarkably vacuous and sweeping statetheir own oppression. As of today, African
ment: “ On aid, 10 out of 10, on debt, 8
out of 10. Mission accomplished, frankly.”
This belied the true nature of the debt relief
continued on page 23
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210 Walton St., Syracuse, NY 13202, 315-471-4601
8188 Cazenovia Rd., Manlius, NY 13104, 315-682-1938

Peace
Give The Gift Of
Contemporary American Craft

Fine Contemporary Crafts

Fair World
Marketplace
Make your gift count twice
this holiday season
with fairly traded
hand made
gifts

Mon - Sat
10 - 6
Sun 1 - 6
4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd
446-0326 www.FairWorldMarketplace.com

100%
of the co-op’s
electricity is green

618 Kensington Rd
off Westcott Street
Between Euclid & Broad
Open 7 days
9 to 9

472.1385
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Live 8 / from page 21
countries have repaid all of their loans, but are still subject
to onerous interest payments. In fact, UN consultant Gerald
Caplan notes, “vastly more money pours out of Africa each
year back to rich countries than ﬂows in.” Thus, any attempt
to reduce these debts that does not take into account their basic
unfairness is suspect.
Live 8 did advocate for a reduction and, if possible, a
cancellation of those debts. Predictably, G8 nations only offered debt reduction and cancellation to a handful of African
countries and tied debt reduction to acceptance of the conditionalities that produced rampant poverty in the ﬁrst place.
Once again, the mantra of privatization and “free trade” was
uttered by powerful nations, all the while claiming that they
only had Africa’s interest at heart. These conditions are so
harsh that many African economic and political activists refer
to neoliberal policies as forms of economic “neo-colonialization;” the scramble for Africa, in newfangled garb. Promises Image over substance: Madonna and Birhan Woldu.
of future aid were also tied to these policies, and, in fact, in
certain cases, “debt reduction” turned out to be identical to
“future aid.” That is, instead of pledging future aid, certain G8
a “job well done” attitude. Demba Dembele, of the African
countries chose to “magnanimously” reduce their debt. These Forum on Alternatives, put it succinctly: “The objectives of the
concessions were far from those pushed for by the Live 8 or- whole Live 8 campaign had little to do with poverty reduction
ganizers and by African activists. To add insult to injury, many in Africa. It was a scheme to project Geldof and Blair as coming
nations backed away even from those promises. Nonetheless, to the rescue of poor and helpless Africans.” The real tragedy
Geldof gave his imprimatur to this process and silenced his crit- of Live 8 is that the goodwill of a great many individuals was
ics harshly, especially if these critics happened to be from the channeled into legitimizing a process that did little to address
African countries that he was supposed to help.
the entrenched issues of African exploitation.

White Man’s Burden Redux
Bob Geldof is a modern day Dr. Livingstone. Livingstone was
a Scottish missionary and explorer who cemented the idea of
Africa as a Dark Continent in sore need of Western support. While
well intentioned, his work was based on racist assumptions that
did not critique the ﬁrst round of Western colonialization. As
prominent Jamaican academic Patricia Daley wrote, “Livingstone and Geldof’s humanitarianism ﬁts well with the demands
of global capitalism, serving to obscure distinct phases in the
exploitation of Africa.”
The White paternalist undertones of Live 8 were conﬁrmed
by Geldof himself, who refused to have any Africans on the
main stage at Hyde Park, claiming that they would not attract
enough concert-goers. In addition, he still refuses to seriously
take into account the criticism of African activists, adopting

A gift for anyone…a life less cluttered.

Get Organized!
Paper  Finances  Time Management

Year-end special: free ½ hour with each
$25 gift certificate
Chris Riley

(315) 247-6496
get.organized@earthlink.net

Assistance with organizing your life.

December 2006 Peace Newsletter 23

WED

THURS

19 November 20

21

From the Earth: Onondaga Nation Arts & Crafts Show. 10 -5
pm. Onondaga Nation School, Rt.
11a via Nedrow, NY. Crafts, Food,
Dance and Music. Free Parking and
Admission. 469-6991.

PFLAG Meeting. First U-U Church, EVERY WED: Choir rehearsals at
250 Waring Rd., 7:30 pm, 446-5940. the Westcott Community Center.
Help-line 635-9230).
7:30pm. Childcare and transportation provided. Karen 428-8151,
kmihalyi@a-znet.com or Mardea,
479-5757.

THANKSGIVING.
Can we learn from our Onondaga
neighbors and give thanks daily?

28

30

26
EVERY SUN: People’s 60
Min utes. TW Ca ble Ch.98.
8 pm.
Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s Ch.,
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

3
Plowshares Craftsfair &
Winter Peace Festival
120 craftspeople, hear ty
food, lively enter tainment
– all a major fundraiser for SPC.
11am-5pm
Nottingham High School, 3100 E.
Genesee St. 472-5478. $2.

10

SPC Orientation for New Activists/Volunteers. 7-8:30pm, SPC
Ofﬁce, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-5478.
Come Get Involved!

27
Why Native American Sovereignty Makes Sense for Us All.
Speakers:Tonya Gonella Frichner,
Richard Loder and Scott Lyons.
Part of Onondaga Land Rights &
Our Common Future. Syracuse
Stage. 7pm Free. 472-5478.
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm,
Friends Meeting House, 821
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

4

EVERY OTHER TUES:
Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith, Aggie 4784571. Call to conﬁrm time & place.
Public Power Meeting: 6:30 pm, NE
Community Center, 716 Hawley Ave,
Senior Room (to your left as you walk
in the door) 425-0430.

5

SUN Southside Coalition. 7pm, EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live.
Payton Temple. 476-7475.
Television by, for teens. 8 pm. TW
Cable Channel 98. 478-UNIT.

11

12

22

29
Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt Dinner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

6

18

19

24

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew's Ch.,
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.

25

26

7

Haudenosaunee Music & Dance:
A Participatory Event. Haudenosaunee Singers and Dancers.
Come dance with our Onondaga neighbors and celebrate
the completion of this year of
sharing and education. 7 pm SU
Women's Building Gym, Comstock
Ave. Free.

14

13

SPC Steering Comm Mtg. 7 pm.
Open to SPC supporters. Call for
location, 472-5478.

The Irish American Cultural InstiSPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, tute presents: “Recollections of
Friends Meeting House, 821 Euclid 1916 and its Aftermath: Echoes
Ave. Aly, 472-5478.
from History” Maurice O’Keeffe of
Tralee, Co. Grewen Auditorium, Le
Syracuse United Neighbors/
Moyne College. $7 members/$10 non
Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics Westside Meeting. Brown Memorial 638-6274. crperkins@cnyconnect.
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew's Ch., Church, corner Davis and S. Geddes net
St. 7 pm. 476-7475.
124 Alden St., 5pm. 636-7726.

17

Weekly Peace Outreach. noon12:45pm. Rt. 11 (in front of Northern Lights Shopping Center,
Mattydale) 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach.
noon-12:45pm. Teall Ave. & Rt.
690 (Eastside). 472-5478.

25

Weekly Peace Outreach.
noon-12:45pm. Carousel Center, Hiawatha Blvd. entrance.
472-5478.

EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/Amy Goodman. Time
Warner Channel 98, 9-11am.

Pax Christi Mtg. 9:30 am-noon. 208
Buy Nothing Day:
Slocum Ave. Frank, 446-1693.
Avoid the busiest shopping day Expressing Our Nature Meeting:
of the year.
St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden St.
7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net.

1 December

Film: “Estacion Central” by
Program on Latin America and the
Caribbean. Movie/ Films 6 pm, 207
Hall of Languages, SU.

Weekly Peace Outreach.
noon-12:45pm. Rt. 57 and
Vine St., Village of Liverpool.
472-5478.

Plowshares Craftsfair &
Winter Peace Festival
120 craftspeople, hearty food,
lively entertainment – all a major
fundraiser for SPC. 10am-5pm
Nottingham High School, 3100 E.
Genesee St. 472-5478. $2.

Expressing Our Nature MeetBaby It's Cold Outside. Syracuse ing: St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden
Gay and Lesbian Chorus program. St. 7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net.
First Unitarian Universalist Society,
109 Waring Road. $15 door/ $12 Community Folk Art Center:
advance. www.syrglc.org. Dec 8th Exhibit-Three Brothers: The Art
of Oren Lyons, Rick Hill and
and 9th. 8 pm. 476-4329.
Tracy Thomas. Artist Reception: 2-4pm

15

EVERY THURS: Womens Voices
Radio. WAER-88 FM. 8 pm.

21

2

9

8

Weekly Peace Outreach. noon12:45pm. Adams St. and Rt. 81
(Downtown) 472-5478.

20

SAT

24 28

EVERY WED: Open Figure Drawing.
7-10pm.Westcott Community Center, Vigil Against the Death Penalty:
Columbus Circle, noon-12:30pm.
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.
Bill Cuddy,474-7437.

CNY SOA Abolitionists and
Caribbean Latin America Coalition. Monthly potluck meeting. 4-7pm. Slocum House, 209
Slocum Ave. 478-4571.

EVERY SUN: Common Threads, Syracuse United Neighbors/
EVERY OTHER TUES: Partnership
acoustic mu sic on WAER 88.3 Westside Meeting. Brown Memorial for Onondaga Creek Meeting. 6 pm.
Church, corner Davis and S. Geddes For place, call Aggie, 478-4571.
FM. 2- 5 pm.
St. 7 pm. 476-7475.
From the Earth: Onondaga Nation Arts & Crafts Show. 10 -5
pm. Onondaga Nation School, Rt.
11a via Nedrow, NY. Crafts, Food,
Dance and Music. Free Parking and
Admission. 469-6991.

23

FRI

22

16

Syracuse Community Choir
WINTER SOLSTICE CONCERT.
7:30 pm Plymouth Congregational
Church, 232 E. Onondaga Street
$10-25 Donation: Sliding Scale.
Children Free. 428-8151.
From the Earth: Onondaga Nation Arts & Crafts Show. 10 -5
pm. Onondaga Nation School, Rt.
11A via Nedrow, NY. Crafts, Food,
Dance and Music. Free Parking
& Admission. 469-6991.

Complimentary Copy
See page 2 to subscribe, only $15/yr!
Help support our work

TUES

23

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
Animal rights & environmental
videos. 10 pm. TW Cable Ch. 98.
People for Animal Rights.

EVERY THURS (except Thanksgiving):Talk to a Lawyer. Westcott
Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave.
6-8pm. Steve, 478-8634. Free.

27

28
Weekly Peace Outreach. noon12:45pm. Seneca Tpk. and S.
Salina St. (Valley). 472-5478.

List your group’s event or
meeting, call 472-5478 or Vigil Against the Death Penalty.
email:
noon-12:30 pm. Columbus Circle,
Bill Cuddy, 474-7437.
pnl@peacecouncil.net

Syracuse Peace Council
Community Calendar

Late November/
December 2006

924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

