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In April 2004, Bil’in’s Village Council received notice 
of the Israeli government’s intention to build a “Separation 
Wall” (commonly known as the “Apartheid Wall” or the 
“Wall” in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and by peace 
and social justice advocates within Israel, Palestine and the 
international community) on village lands. The citizens 
of the village demanded a committee be formed to resist
this Wall and additional settlements. The committee’s objec-
tives were to represent the largest section of the village’s

Bil’in’s Nonviolent Struggle
Against Israel’s
Apartheid Wall
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Abdullah Abu Rahme
Translated by Sunbula

Bil’in is a small, peaceful village surrounded by hills and 
valleys, 10 miles west of the city of Ramallah in the West 
Bank of Palestine. It has a population of 1800 in an area of 
approximately 1000 acres. Its people are known for their 
simplicity, hospitality and for being good neighbors to 
each other. They love peace and freedom, and they reject 
injustice and oppression.

Over the last 20 years, Bil’in has been exploited for 
the purpose of building three illegal Israeli settlements on 
its land. However, Bil’in has stood up to confiscation time
after time.
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SPECIAL  EVENT

Iraq Sanctions and the 
case of Dr. Rafil Dhafir: 
Criminalizing Compassion 

in the “War on Terror”
Thursday, June 28, 7 pm

Maxwell Auditorium
Syracuse University Maxwell School

Speakers: Denis J. Halliday, 
former UN Asst. Secretary-General 
and Head of the UN Humanitarian 
Program in Iraq 1997-98, Magda  

Bayoumi and others.
FREE

Sponsored by the Dr. Dhafir Support
Committee and others.

compiled by Andy Mager

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION

Ed Blakeslee displays his creative reuse of an 
SPC lawnsign from 2002 at the May Day candle- 
light vigil. Photo: Kristen Moser

Maintaining Pressure         
to End the Occupation

Starting with a candlelight vigil on May 
Day, SPC coordinated a series of events, 
actions and media outreach in May to 
continue building opposition to the oc-
cupation of Iraq. 

• On May 8, SPC staff were quoted in 
the Post-Standard’s article covering Rep. 
Walsh’s open letter. Our letter responding 
to Walsh appeared in the paper the follow-
ing week. 

• On the Saturday before Mother’s Day, 
activists gathered across from the regional 
market, drawing attention to recent bomb-
ings of markets in Iraq. Our signs met with 
an overwhelmingly positive response from 
the hundreds of cars passing by, and three 
local TV stations covered the event, many 
mentioning Cindy Sheehan’s DC peace 
protest that had inspired our event. 

• On May 14, SPC organized a protest 

outside Sen. Clinton’s presidential cam-
paign fundraiser at the NYS Fairgrounds, 
forcing a response from her spokespeople 
in many of their media interviews. Chan-
nel 5 opened their coverage stating that 
Clinton’s fundraiser drew protesters from 
the Syracuse Peace Council who “blasted 
Senator Clinton for not doing enough to 
bring our troops home.” 

• The following morning 30 activists 
gathered at the Federal Building, eight 
of whom blockaded the federal building 
doors in a nonviolent action against the 
war. Five were ticketed for their actions 
and will appear in federal court (see photo 
page 5). 

• Later that same week, SPC staff were 
interviewed by a New York Times cor-
respondent working on a story on the 11 
Republican Congressional representatives 
who met with Bush to express their dis-
content with his handling of the war – Rep. 
Walsh was one of them. 

SPC’s Local Cost of the War commit-
tee continues building the local movement 
to end the war with a strategy meeting for 
active SPC supporters on June 6. Contact 

Jessica.

A Lovely Birthday
On April 28, SPC celebrated our 
71st birthday with 170 of our clos-
est friends. People came together 
at St. Andrew’s Church to share 
a lovely dinner, prepared by SPC 
volunteers under the direction of 
Marie Summerwood. The menu 
was created with local food in 
mind and the Syracuse Real Food 
Coop generously donated many 
of the ingredients. 

Following dinner was the 
premiere of the documentary vid-
eo, Educate, Agitate, Organize: 
The Syracuse Peace Council. The 
video was perfect for a birthday 
party as it looked back on SPC’s 
long history. Using photos, news 

clippings, video footage and the diverse 
voices of local activists, the video traced 
the history of the Peace Council’s work 
for peace and social justice. Following the 
screening, SPC activists continued to share 
stories of past actions and of old friends. 
Several ideas and suggestions will be added 
to the video’s final cut. To get your own
copy of the final video ($12 plus shipping)
please contact the office.

-Kim McCoy

Local Cost of the War Committee activists Mike Pasquale, 
Rose Viviano and Ann Tiffany outside the Senate Office 
Building in Washington DC on May 21. They  met with 
foreign policy aides of Sens. Clinton and Schumer, delivering 
over 1,750 petition signatures calling for an immediate 
withdrawal of US troops (the petition appeared on the March 
PNL cover). Photo: An aide to Senator Barack Obama
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Weekly Peace Outreach
Keep Up the Pressure – We’re 

gonna stop this War
Tuesdays: 4:45-5:30 pm
Carpooling available from SPC.

June 5: Rt. 695 exit ramp to W. 
Genesee St. (Fairmount)
June 12: E. Genesee St. and Erie 
Blvd. (Dewitt)
June 19: Rt. 20 (Albany St) and 
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
June 26: Rt. 11 (Northern Lights 
Shopping Center, Mattydale)
July 3: Teall Ave. and Rt. 690 
(Eastside)
July 10: Geddes St. and W. 
Genesee St. (Westside)

SPC in Action / from previous page

SPC Spied on by NYPD
On May 16, the New York City Police 
Department was forced to release docu-
ments detailing widespread surveillance 
of peace and social justice organizations. 
SPC was among the over 200 groups listed, 
including national and local organizations, 
churches, individuals and groups far from 
New York City.

The disclosure was forced by a New 
York Civil Liberties Union lawsuit against 
the NYPD for its actions during the Re-
publican National Convention. Based on 
the documents, it appears that SPC came 
to the attention of the NYPD as a result of 
organizing a weekend Training for Non-
violence Trainers held in Ithaca in April 
2004. Not only is SPC outraged that this 
spying would happen, but much of the 
information is incorrect.

Thanks to the NYCLU for its work 
defending civil liberties, and to the CNY 
chapter for alerting us so quickly. To view 
the actual documents, go to www.nyclu.
org/rncdocs; to see the list of groups spied 
on, go to www.peacecouncil.net/spy

Steering Committee Changes
Bon Voyage to Kim McCoy. During her 
relatively brief stint on the SPC Steering 
Committee, Kim faithfully attended meet-
ings, played a key role in organizing our 
recent birthday celebration and brought 
her creative energies into the office on a
weekly basis. Kim’s willingness to lay out 
the birthday celebration program (without 
having previously used the layout software) 
is a great example of her desire to learn 
new skills. We thank Kim for her contribu-
tions and will miss her sorely – as will the 
larger Syracuse activist community since 
Kim is moving to Boston after spending 
the summer in Ghana.

Richard Vallejo Comes Aboard. Rich-
ard, a youth activist and VISTA worker at 
the Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit 
Union, has been connected to SPC for 
several years, having worked actively on 
the Military Alternatives Education Project. 
Richard brings significant technical skills,
in addition to a warm smile to the work. 
We’re delighted he has joined.

Fund Appeal Just Out
This year’s spring fund appeal is just going 
out. As you can see from these pages, April 
and May have been extremely busy months 

at SPC. Please be as generous as you can. If 
you have not received the mailing, please 
consider this an invitation to contribute. 
As always, tax deductible contributions 
of $50 or more can be made out to the AJ 
Muste Memorial Institute; write SPC in 
the memo line.

SPC is very frugal and your dollar is 
stretched to the fullest. For more information 
about SPC’s finances, contact Carol.

Singing for Peace
We want to extend our thanks to local 
musician Jamie Notarthomas who donated 
a portion of the proceeds from his annual 
Bob Dylan tribute to SPC this year. As 
an independent, grassroots, social justice 
organization, we normally have to work 
hard for every penny – especially during 
the summer. Jamie’s concert brought in 
much-needed donations and brought the 
community together for some much-needed 
counter-culture.  

Plowshares Craftsfair      
Applications Due July 1

Applications for craftspeople and com-
munity groups have been mailed for the 
December 1-2 event. If desired, please 
call SPC for an application or download it 
from: www.peacecouncil.net/plowshares. 
Deadline for receipt is July 1, 2007. A good 
time is on the way.

MAEP Internship
SPC just received a $1,500 grant from the AJ 
Muste Institute to support our work with the 
local Military Alternatives Education Project. 
The grant will support an intern to coordinate 
a fall peace and social justice career fair for 
Syracuse high school students. Internship 
application materials will be available in June 
from SPC. The year-long VISTA position, 
working on MAEP and other projects is also 
still available. Contact Jessica.

Day of Action to Defend 
Civil Liberties

On Tuesday, June 26 the ACLU, Amnesty 
International, the Leadership Conference 
on Civil Rights, the National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture and other 
groups are sponsoring a rally and lobbying 
in Washington, DC to tell Congress that 
we’ve had enough: 

• Restore habeas corpus
• End torture

• End warrantless wiretapping
• Close Guantanamo Bay prison
• Defend civil rights and civil liberties
• Restore the rule of law

Locally, the CNY chapter of the ACLU 
is organizing buses; SPC is one of the co-
sponsors. The bus is free to ACLU members 
and $10 for non-ACLU members (which 
includes optional ACLU membership).

For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Barrie Gewanter at 471-2821 or 
director@cnyclu.org.

Help SPC with Outreach!
With summer approaching SPC will have 
more opportunities to be out in the commu-
nity staffing outreach tables at community
events. We’ll have Peace Newsletters and 
other free information and sell peace wares 
(buttons, bumperstickers, T-shirts, etc.).  
We’re organizing a special volunteer ori-
entation on Thursday, June 7, at 6:30 pm, 
which will include a short tabling workshop 
(at 7 pm) for anyone interested. 

Our tabling season starts in earnest on 
Saturday, June 9, with the Duck Race to 
End Racism, and the CNY Pride Parade 
and Festival. We’ll have tables at both 
events, so please consider offering to 
help. Consult our calendar for future op-
portunities. We also need additional help 
with office staffing if you’d like to make a 
regular commitment. Contact Aly. 
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We make a difference!   
Zinn and History

SPC’s Study Group is currently reading 
Howard Zinn’s A Power Governments 
Cannot Suppress, a collection of essays 
from the scholar-activist concerned with 
the power of nonviolence and grassroots 
activism in history and in post 9/11 USA. 
Zinn’s book is a tonic to the imagina-
tion as he reaffirms that even powerful
governments are nothing without the 
complicity of individuals. His historical 
outlook unearths the real “movers and 
shakers” of history: the grassroots activ-
ists and individual citizens who made a 
difference by working towards a more 
humane society. We meet the 2nd and 
4th  Mondays and newcomers are always 
welcome at any time. Contact Aly.   

SPC Garage Sale Blitz
In early September last year Rae Kramer 
hosted the first SPC garage sale in years.
This year she envisions a weekend with 
garage sales benefiting SPC scattered
throughout the Greater Syracuse area. 
This wonderful idea needs support from 
other folks willing to organize and host 

SPC in Action / from previous page

Call Your Councilors Today for 
Fairness and Clean Water
The struggle for fairness and clean water approaches another criti-
cal point. On Monday, June 4 the Common Council plans to vote 
on a county-city agreement, a.k.a. the Deal.  The Deal allows the 
county to build three more sewage plants in Syracuse, like the one 
at Midland, for a mere $6 million more in mitigation money.   

If the councilors approve the Deal, the city must drop its 
lawsuit challenging the federal court decision allowing the 
county to condemn city land for county sewage projects.  This 
lower court ruling flies in the face of the county’s state charter
that denies the county the power to condemn city land. 

This unfair Deal was drawn up in a back room between 
two politicians – the mayor and the county executive. Fairness 
would mean negotiations with the stakeholders regarding the 
sewage technology and the mitigation. 

Call your councilors before June 4. Ask them to table the 
Deal and its associated land items until a fair agreement is 
negotiated.  If they won’t do this, then tell them to VOTE NO! 
Join the Partnership for Onondaga Creek and pack the Common 
Council chambers on June 4 at 1 pm,

For Councilor phone numbers and information on the Deal, 
see: www.onondagacreek.org or call Aggie Lane at 478-4571.

–Aggie Lane

SOA Crumbling?
The US military school at Fort Benning, Georgia that teaches 
Latin American police and military officers anti-insurgency tactics
to use against their own people may be on its way out.

The Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
– formerly the School of the Americas (a.k.a the School of Torture) 
– is repeatedly being rejected by Latin American governments.

According to SOA Watch’s Lisa Sullivan, in mid-May, 
when she handed the list of over 2500 Costa Rican graduates 
to President Oscar Arias, he was “incredulous.” Arias immedi-
ately declared he would stop sending police for training at the 
SOA/WHINSEC. (Having long ago abolished its military, Costa 
Rica doesn’t have soldiers.) 

Costa Rica isn’t the first Latin American country to say
basta! (enough!) Since January 2004 Venezuela, Argentina and 
Uruguay have stopped using the SOA/WHINSEC. 

This heartening development stems from aggressive lobby-
ing by SOA Watch’s Lisa Sullivan and Fr. Roy Bourgeois. For 
the past three years these two (with others) have been meeting 
with heads of state, ministers of defense and NGO organizations 
throughout South and Central America.

To learn more come to the monthly meetings of the CNY 
Caribbean Latin America Coalition and see: www.soawatch.org.

–Ed Kinane

John Fitzsimmons, Jerry Berrigan, Ann Tiffany and 
Michael Pasquale block the doors of the Syracuse 
Federal Building on May 15 to say “Not One More 
Death, Not One More Dollar, Not One More Day.” 
About 30 participated in the action, five were ticketed 
for their actions. Photo: Mara Sapon

garage sales elsewhere. Wouldn’t it be 
great to have four, six or more… Call Rae 
at 445-2840.

Write Julienne,                     
Prisoner of Conscience

Julienne Oldfield, a longtime SPC activist,
is now serving her 90-day sentence (until 
mid-July) for civil disobedience to close 
the infamous School of the Americas. You 
can write to her at:

Julienne Oldfield, # 92954-020
Federal Detention Center
PO Box 562, Philadelphia, PA 19106

Info Technology Team 
For years, Andy Molloy has essentially 
been a one person IT support team for SPC. 
With the upcoming move, SPC realized it 
was time to gather radical techies together 
to develop an IT plan. The goals of the 
team are to help plan SPC’s information 
technology for the move and to create and 
implement a two-year plan. 

If you are a radical techie and would 
like to help (either by joining the team or 
offering IT support), contact Carol. Thanks 
to the recently-formed team of Kanat 
Bolazar, Paul Melnikow, Mike Miller and 
Andy Molloy.
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Pulaski Village connects 
with “Global” Village
Pulaski High School’s newly formed Global 
Awareness Club is made up of a diverse 
group of students committed to creating 
an awareness of current global issues. 
Members of the club strive to cultivate 
political awareness, educate for social 
justice and bring about a more peaceful 
world for future generations. 

As advisors to the Global Awareness 
Club, we led our members to focus their 
attention on two war-torn countries in Africa 
– Sudan and Uganda.  The club met weekly 
to discuss current events, plan upcoming 
fundraisers and voice their opinions and 
ideas on how to spread awareness of these 
two countries.  Some of the other activities 
group members participated in are a book 
club focusing on literature related to Sudan 
and Uganda, providing the student body 
with screenings of films related to world
issues and taking field trips to local places
of interest to increase their knowledge of 
relevant topics.   

Two major achievements of the group 
are the Make Some Noise festival that it 
hosted at the end of the school year and 
the Schools for Schools program organized 
by the Invisible Children organization.  
In preparation for the Make Some Noise 
festival, members of the Global Awareness 
Club encouraged all of the schools in the 
Syracuse area to participate in the day’s 
kickball tournament, art festival, and concert 
provided by local bands.  The Schools for 
Schools program was a fundraising com-
petition that Pulaski High had been hand-
selected to participate in with the ultimate 
goal of rebuilding the Sir Samuel Baker 
Secondary School in Northern Uganda.  
Program incentives included interaction 
with students and faculty from our sister 
school, and a chance for club members to 
win an all expense paid trip to Africa to 
help rebuild the school with the money 
raised.  Pulaski High exceeded its goal 
and raised over $12,000, ranking it 22nd 

out of 585 schools who participated in 
this program. 

For more information on the Global 
Awareness Club, see “Clubs” at www.
pacs.cnyric.org. You can also find out
more about Pulaski’s involvement in the 
Schools for Schools program by visiting 
http://s4s.invisiblechildren.com/school/
pulaski-senior-high-school! As Gandhi 
once said, “You must be the change you 
wish to see in the world.”  One way to put 
this quote into action is by supporting the 
cause, so please support our activities as 
they come up.

Monday-Friday, 11am-6pm
Saturday-Sunday
by appointment

1153 West Fayette Street
Syracuse, N.Y 13204

Store Hours:

315-479-0400

www.syracusesoapworks.com

Made Locally, Naturally

No synthetic colors
No synthetic fragrances
Not tested on animals

Significant progress has been made
to lay the organizational groundwork 
for the new Center. The applica-
tion for tax exempt status will be 
submitted to the IRS in the coming 
weeks. A Center delegate attended a 
national conference of the Nonprofit
Centers Network to learn from the 
experience of others working on 
similar projects.

The Center Board is seeking help 
from others who wish to support this 
ambitious endeavor. New board members are being sought, 
as well as people to work on committees for the capital cam-
paign, green building and renovations work, and finances.A
job description is being circulated for a part-time building 
manager position (6-10 hours/week).

Meetings among the planned tenants in the building 
– American Friends Service Committee, Citizens Awareness 
Network, Peace Action and the Syracuse Peace Council are 
planned for June. 

Learn more, donate or offer to help by contacting SCPSJ, 
340 Midland Ave., Syracuse, NY 13202, 478-4571, www.
syracusecenter.org.

 –Karen Hall

$396,000+ Needed

SYRACUSE CENTER FOR
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

$209,000 (5-24-07)

Monique Frey and Jill Truax are English 
teachers at Pulaski High School.
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Bil’in / from cover

residents, prepare daily and weekly actions 
against the Wall, maintain close relations 
with international and Israeli solidarity 
activists, and file a legal suit on behalf of
the citizens.

The Israeli army bulldozers began 
work in Bil’in in February, 2005. The Wall 
now traverses the village and is 1¼ miles 
long and 30 yards wide. It is three miles 
inside the “Green Line,” the supposed 
legal border separating the West Bank 
and the lands occupied by Israel in 1948. 
The Wall is being built under the pretence 
of protecting Israel, but as the citizens of 
Bil’in have made no threat to the lives of 
the settlers, the goal is not truly security 
as claimed, but rather theft of land and 
settlement construction.

Approximately 1000 olive trees, the 
life-blood of the community, have been 
uprooted and destroyed to make way for 
this Wall, which separates the citizens from 
their own land and orchards. Most of the 
village’s 600 acres of farmland lie inside, 
or on the Israeli side of, the Wall, and is 
planted with 100,000-150,000 olive trees. 
The rest of that land is also used for sowing 
seeds and grains, planting vegetables and 
grazing for livestock.

Throughout this land confiscation we
have noted that the Wall has considerably 
affected the village’s economic resources. 
Bil’in’s citizens face two choices – either 
living in disgraceful circumstances that 
force them and their grandchildren to 
live at the lowest level of poverty, or even 
worse, voluntary migration. Since most 
have refused both these options, the only 
remaining choice for them is nonviolent 
popular resistance against the Wall. This 
choice expresses their rejection of Israel’s 
planned encroachment and their attachment 
and devotion to their land. They will strive 
to regain this land, whatever the cost they 
may pay, and work to destroy this Wall in 
their homeland.

Preparation and Beginning of 
the Popular Resistance
This phase began with the formation of 
the Popular Committee Against the Wall, 
in which another committee within the 
Palestinian Authority, the National Com-

mittee to Resist the 
Wall, played an effective 
role. The coordination 
and meeting with in-
ternational solidarity 
activists, especially the 
International Solidar-
ity Movement, then 
began.

With Israeli solidar-
ity activists, we studied 
the area, our options, 
and met with lawyers 
to familiarize ourselves 
with the legal situation 
Bil’in faced. This was 
combined with visits to 
Palestinian Authority 
officials, explaining
to them the dangers of 
this Wall. We called for 
quick political mobiliza-
tion, hoping to stop the 
plans before the actual 

most violent means of suppressing simple 
citizens who would chain themselves to 
an olive tree or the corners of the Wall, or 
lock themselves to barrels in front of the 
bulldozers. The relentless attempts by the 
Israeli military to suppress these actions 
paradoxically played a significant role in
attracting both Israeli and international 
solidarity activists, encouraging them to 
stand with us and next to us. Additionally, 
the creativity of these events attracted 
media coverage, spreading our message 
faster and on a larger scale.

Moving the Battle behind the 
Wall
A group of profiteers took advantage of
the destructive Israeli military operations 
occurring in the West Bank between 2002-
2003 and began the construction of the 
Matityahu East settlement on Bil’in’s land. 
This settlement was built without proper 
authorization from the Israeli government; 
Israeli solidarity activists helped in expos-
ing the paperwork as forgeries.

The response of the Popular Committee 
was to place a mobile home on the land, thus 
annexing it to the illegal Israeli structures, 
with the distinction that we own the land on 
which we placed our home and they don’t. 
They demolished this first mobile home,
and promptly seized our second one. We 
had no choice then but to erect a small but 
permanent structure. This was tantamount Abdullah Abu Rahme is a member of Bil’in’s 

Popular Committee Against the Wall. Sunbula 
is a Palestinian solidarity activist living in 
New York City. continued on next page

Map: www.bilin-village.org, reformatted by the PNL

Israel

West Bank

Bil’in

Safaa
Palestinian villages
divided by the Wall

Israeli Settlements 

The Wall

Green Line

work on the Wall, and destruction of our 
land, began.

Popular demonstrations, in which 
children, youth, elders and women partici-
pated, initially occurred on a daily basis. We 
then became more organized and focused, 
turning quantity into quality, holding two 
demonstrations weekly on Fridays and 
most often on Sundays.

Creativity
The action of chaining ourselves to the 
olive trees was the epitome of creativity, 
where the spirit of nonviolent resistance 
exemplifiedtheattachmentof thePalestinian
people to the roots of these sacred trees. 
This action opened the way for a number 
of other actions of its kind: making use of 
barrels, boxes/crates, a makeshift metal 
cage and gallows, coffins and gravestones,
mirrors, cardboard snakes, a solid iron 
bridge, a mass grave, a huge Palestinian 
flag and the scales of justice – all used to
halt the construction of the Wall and the 
destruction of our land.

Most of the props were used in ac-
tions that expressed the persistence of 
the Palestinian families to hold on to their 
land. All of the actions made clear the po-
sition of the human being who possesses 
nothing but his or her will in standing in 
front of the bulldozers, being courageous 
in comparison to the Israeli military’s 
reliance on an arsenal of weapons and 
soldiers armed to the teeth. The contrast 
is stark as the soldiers use the ugliest and 
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Bil’in / from previous page

* REIKI & ASTROLOGY
* BOOKS & CDs
* CRYSTALS
* PSYCHICS
* CLASSES
* MASSAGE
* JEWELRY
* & So Much More

Open: Mon-Sat 11a-8p
Sundays 12-5p

The Best Little
Hair House
In Fayetteville

200 W. Genesee St.

For Appointment

Call 637-4850

A village activist pays his respects to former 
architects of nonviolent movements while 
standing in the presence of Israeli soldiers and 
the completed wall. Photo: www.bilin-village.org

to a transformation in our struggle, and in 
December, 2005, the house was declared 
to be the Center for Joint Palestinian-
Israeli-International Struggle. After that, 
our lawyer succeeded in obtaining a Stop 
Work Order (a reprieve) on the work and 
expansion of that settlement.

Our new Center has been used for 
meetings and talks to explain the Wall and 
the demonstrations, in addition to other 
community activities. The Center itself 
gave birth to yet another nonviolent action. 
Some of our families from the village came 
to live in one of the settlement’s unoc-
cupied houses, bringing papers certifying 
ownership of the land. They proudly raised 
the Palestinian flag above the house. Not
surprisingly, after five hours they were
forced to evacuate the house. Our lawyers 
succeeded in obtaining an order to destroy 
this house, along with four illegally-built 
units, and return the soil back for agricultural 
purposes. This is what the Popular Com-
mittee strives for – to spur the people to 
come to their land and work it. And indeed 
the tilling and plowing period has been full 
of activities linked to this.

On the down side, the Wall was com-
pleted in April, 2006. The Israeli army locks 
the gate that connects the citizens to their 
land. However, the army is obligated to 
remain there around the clock and permit 
the citizens to cross whenever they want, 
day or night.

The Response of the Army
From the first moments of this battle to
build the Wall, the Israeli army posted 
guards with the bulldozers in use. The 
guards’ aim was to suppress the protest 
actions and prevent demonstrators from 
approaching the Wall. They began by us-
ing batons to beat the demonstrators. This 

gradually developed into the use of tear 
gas, sound bombs, rubber-coated metal 
bullets, electrical weapons, high-velocity 
bean bags shot from a gun, high-pressure 
water hoses and new weapons such as salt 
pellets, which literally force salt into the 
wounds they create. This has resulted in 
injuries to at least 600 people.

The army also used collective punish-
ment on the people of Bil’in. It put check-
points on the roads, preventing citizens 
from getting to their jobs. It forbade citizens 
from obtaining the permits they needed to 
cross into Israel. And on top of all this, the 
army besieged the village, thus preventing 
international and Israeli solidarity activists 
from reaching Bil’in, especially on Fridays 
when there was always a nonviolent pro-

test against the Wall. It imposed curfews 
on the village and prohibited movement, 
and distributed statements urging residents 
not to participate in the marches and not to 
leave their homes at all on Fridays.

 The village was also exposed to 
nightly raids and searches. These raids 
resulted in the arrest of 50 young men, 
some of whom were sentenced to four 
months imprisonment and fines ranging
from $250-500. Some village residents 
who did not possess a Palestinian identity 
card were deported to Jordan.

Finally, the army used undercover agents 
known as “musta’ribeen,” provocateurs 
who act, speak and make themselves look 
like Palestinians among the ranks of the 
demonstrators. These agents commit violent 
acts such as throwing stones at the army, 
thus justifying the army’s use of violence 
at the demonstrations.

What must be emphasized is that all 
these measures have proved fruitless and 
have not prevented the demonstrators from 
continuing their nonviolent struggle. The 
people of Bil’in and those in solidarity with 
them have, from the first moment, had their
eyes fixed on an objective that is still before
them. They see nothing but it. And that objec-
tive is to destroy this Apartheid Wall and its 
settlements, regain the freedom to cultivate 
their land, and work and move about their 
land in freedom, safety and peace.

This February was the second anniversary 
of Bil’in’s weekly nonviolent demonstra-
tions, and it continues to have international 
and Israeli activists join in its struggle. On 
April18-20, Bil’in held its Second Annual 
International Conference advocating the 
use of nonviolence as a means to fight
oppression and injustice throughout the 
world. To read more about Bil’in or view 
pictures from its demonstrations, visit www.
bilin-village.org.
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Billy Denham-El, MSEd, is a Syracuse native 
and strong supporter of an inclusive, indepen-
dent African American Historical Curriculum 
for all schools across the nation.

Juneteenth: A Long Way to Freedom 
Billy Denham-El

June 19, 1865, Union General George 
Granger rode into Galveston, Texas to 
inform the slaves that the Civil War had 
ended two months earlier. This was two 
and a half years after Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation – but slavery 
had continued in Texas due to lack of Union 
troops to patrol. General Granger’s Order 
Number 3 freed the last 250,000 slaves, 
whose bondage had been essentially unaf-
fected by Lincoln’s efforts.

 June 19 was shortened to Juneteenth 
and among those who celebrate, it has 
become the African American addition to 
the national Independence Day (July 4). 
To many so-called African Americans1, 
Juneteenth is a reminder that the Emanci-
pation Proclamation did not bring about 
emancipation, and that Independence Day 
ignores the atrocious, systematic institution 
of slavery entirely.

Juneteenth was made an official

holiday on January 1, 1980 in Texas, and 
has traditionally been focused on church 
celebrations featuring guest speakers, food, 
and fun. This event is to celebrate so-called 
African American Freedom – but as we 
examine the American system we see that 
this country still has a long way to go. The 
systems of education, economics, housing 
and law still contribute to the deep-rooted 
racism in the US. Schools exclude our 
history, generally starting Black History 
in 1865 and ignoring anything before that.  
Stereotypes of so-called African Americans 
result in their continued exclusion from 

the job market; and geographic racism, 
apparent in the 911 emergency response 
system, has shown that emergency dis-
patching is dangerously inefficient and
unequal in predominantly so-called African 
American and Latino areas. The “Peculiar 
Institution” known as slavery still exists 
in this country in a more covert form, and 
many so-called African Americans are still 
“enslaved” and suffering under the guise 
of “democracy”. 

* I use “so-called” because there is no such thing 
as a negro, colored, African American, or black 
– these are scars created during the time of 
slavery (1774-1865) by the slavemasters.

JUNETEENTH EVENTS
June 14: Ancestral Dinner 6-9 pm
June 15: Gospel Friday at Southwest 

Comm. Center, 2-10 pm
June 16: Freedom Parade begins at 

the Dunbar Center, 12 pm
June 16: Ethnic food, artists, 

exhibitions in Clinton and 
Hanover Squares 1-11 pm

June 17: Alliance Network at Jubilee 
Park 4-7 pm

Karen Hall frequently writes for the PNL but 
more often harumphs and  spittles political 
diatribes in the privacy of her own home.

Karen Hall

This year’s annual CNY Pride Festivi-
ties will begin Saturday, June 9 in front 
of Syracuse City Hall at 11 am with the 
raising of the Rainbow flag, immediately
after which will begin a parade through the 
streets of downtown Syracuse, ending at the 
Festival in Everson Plaza. Food, beverages, 
entertainment and vendors will help make 
the festival an all-day event.

Many LGBT peace-loving queers and 
allies will enjoy a day in the (hopefully) 
sun…but I confess, I won’t be among them. 
Like any old-school lesbian, I have my “is-
sues.” Wrestling with your issues should be the 
showcase event in the lesbian Olympics, and 
I’ve always been a fan of contact sports.

Please, though, don’t turn the page just 
yet as I’m not going to burden you with 
all my issues…I’m just going to mention 
one: why do we march? 

I feel that the answer to the question, 
“Why do we march?” says everything 
about the state of the LGBT movement. 
When I went to my first June gathering
in 1984, about a thousand folks marched 
and shouted through Columbus, Ohio city 
streets and then made political speeches on 
the state capital house lawn. At the end, we 
danced to Gloria Gaynor’s rendition of “I 
am what I am” and then we left. I would 
call this event a political march and rally. 
There were no concession stands and as far 
as the common participant could tell, queer 
folks made no concessions that day.

Today’s national pride events are dif-
ferent. From my perspective at least, the 
focus has shifted from politics, marching 
and demonstrations to celebration. While 
celebration is important and deserved, 

celebrating in 2007 makes me feel uncom-
fortable. Liberation, sexual or otherwise, is 
far from won and there’s plenty to educate, 
agitate and organize about. 

I long for the brazen anti-marriage 
queers to line up to chant, “Hey, hey, 
ho, ho, into the kitchen we won’t go!” 
or “2, 4, 6, 8 just look what marriage did 
for straights!” I want to line up with the 
anti-militarist queer street theater group 
who will perform their one act burlesque, 
“We’re asking and you bet we’re telling!” 
And I want to hear the tones of the anti-
globalization marching band as they blow 
their self-written street beat, “Keep Your 
Nikes in Your Closet”.  

I know, I know, the esteemed Emma 
Goldman said herself, “If I can’t dance, I 
don’t want to be part of your revolution.” 
So I say to myself, “Lighten up, girl. It’s 
just one day. Dance a little.” But that lov-
able belligerent dyke in my head spittles 
back, “I ain’t dancin’ in front of a beer tent 
and a bunch of vendors selling rainbow 
tchotchkes made in China.” 

What can I say, I am what I am… 

State of Our Unions
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4471 E Genesee St DeWitt     446-0326 

Live easy with
    fairly traded
 handmade  
      pots, chimes, hammocks  
   and more 

Mon- Sat 10-6, 
Sun 1-6 

Summer time … 
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Shut Down G8
DATE: June 6-8
PLACE: Germany
CONTACT: tinyurl.com/34oyvt
COMMENT: Protest against the G8 summit 
and its plans for a huge new global expansion 
of nuclear power; protests also in home 
countries.

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee Annual National Convention
DATE: June 8-10
PLACE: Washington, DC
CONTACT: www.adc.org
COMMENT: Consistently the largest annual 
gathering of Arab-Americans in our nation’s 
capital.

US Campaign to End the Israeli 
Occupation
DATE: June 9-11
PLACE: Washington, DC
CONTACT: 202-332-0994; www.
endtheoccupation.org
COMMENT: On the 40th anniversary of 
Israel’s illegal military occupation of the 
Palestinian West Bank, Gaza Strip, and East 
Jerusalem, global civil society will come 
together to say “The World Says No to Israeli 
Occupation!” Join the US Campaign to END 
THE ISRAELI OCCUPATION for a lobbying 
day, massive protest, and teach-in to send a 
clear signal to our elected officials.

Socialism 2007: Socialism for the 21st 
Century
DATE: June 14-17
PLACE:  Chicago, IL
CONTACT: 773-583-8665; www.
socialismconference.org
COMMENT: A weekend of debate, discussion, 
and entertainment.

9th Annual Southern Girls Convention
DATE: June 15-17
PLACE: Tallahassee, FL
CONTACT: www.southerngirlsconvention.org
COMMENT: Annual grassroots meeting of 
pro-woman activists devoted to networking, 
organizing, educating, agitating to empower 
women and girls in the South; discuss Southern 
culture, the radical history of organizing in the 
South, views & stereotypes of the South, & the 
struggle for social justice. Open to all genders.

Great Labor Arts Exchange
DATE: June 17-18
PLACE: Silver Spring, MD
CONTACT: National Labor College, 10000 
New Hampshire Ave, Silver Spring, MD 
20903; 202-639-6204; www.laborheritage.org
COMMENT: Gathering of union members, 
union staff, union officials, artists, labor
educators, and youth interested in using songs, 
art, poetry, theater, skits, posters, cartoons, and 
film to celebrate the rich culture of working
people and to strengthen the union movement.

Conference on Creative Organizing
DATE: June 17-18
PLACE: Silver Spring, MD
CONTACT: National Labor College, 10000 
New Hampshire Ave, Silver Spring, MD 
20903; 202-639-6204; www.laborheritage.org
COMMENT: Trains union staff, organizers 
and activists to use songs, chants, skits, game 
shows, costumes, theater, and other creative 
strategies. Participants exchange experiences, 
brainstorm about specific union campaigns,
share resources and return home with a battery 
of new ideas and tools that will make their 
campaigns more compelling.

Grassroots Radio Conference XII
DATE: June 21-24
PLACE: Lowell, MA
CONTACT: www.grassrootsradioxii.org
COMMENT: Join other community activists 
from grassroots, volunteer-powered, community 
radio stations to connect, learn new skills, 
discuss issues affecting community media.
 
Freedom Summer 2007: Confronting 
Apartheid
DATE: June 21-August 15

PLACE: Occupied Territories, Palestine
CONTACT: International Solidarity 
Movement, www.palsolidarity.org
COMMENT: Stand side by side with villagers 
in places like Bil’in as they continue their 
tireless non-violent struggle to save village 
land from Israel’s apartheid wall.

Allied Media Conference: From Truth to 
Power
DATE: June 22-24
PLACE: Detroit, MI
CONTACT: Allied Media Conference, 
POB 442339, Detroit, MI 48232; www.
alliedmediaconference.org
COMMENT:  Brings together some of 
the most innovative and visionary culture 
producers, media workers, artists and activists; 
largest grassroots media conference in the US.
 
8th Annual Grassroots Use of 
Technology Conference
DATE: June 23
PLACE: Lowell, MA
CONTACT: conference.oc-tech.org/conference
COMMENT: Tools to ease the challenges 
nonprofits and organizing groups face. Covers 
effective use of email, dynamic websites, ideal 
data use, new social networking tools, and rich 
online media. Keynote: author Allison Fine.

8th Annual Oglala Commemoration
DATE: June 26
PLACE: Oglala, SD
CONTACT: www.oglalacommemoration.com
COMMENT: A day of remembrance for those 
who lost their lives during what is known as the 
“reign of terror” on the Pine Ridge Reservation, 
and to bring awareness to Leonard Peltier. 32nd 
Anniversary of the Oglala Incident. Invited are 
family, friends and supporters of Anna Mae 
Pictou Aquash, Joe Stuntz, the American Indian 
Movement, and the public.

United States Social Forum
DATE: June 27-July 1
PLACE: Atlanta, GA
CONTACT: www.ussf2007.org
COMMENT: Provides space to build 
relationships, learn from each other’s 
experiences, share our analysis of the problems 
our communities face, and bring renewed 
insight and inspiration. It will help develop 
leadership and develop consciousness, vision, 
and strategy needed to realize another world.
The USSF sends a message to other people’s 
movements around the world that there is 
an active movement in the US opposing US 
policies at home and abroad.

Past Debates, Present Possibilities, 
Future Feminisms: A Women’s & 
Gender Studies Conference

compiled by Andy Molloy artwork by Karen Kerney

Continued on next page
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DATE: June 28-July 1
PLACE: St. Charles, IL
CONTACT: NWSA, University of Maryland, 
7100 Baltimore Blvd., Ste. 502, College 
Park, MD 20740; 301-403-0524; www.
nwsaconference.org
COMMENT: 28th Annual National Women’s 
Studies Conference; Sandra Cisneros, 
celebrated author speaking.

Holocaust and Jewish Resistance 
Teachers Program: A Summer Study
DATE: July 2-23
PLACE: Poland and Israel
CONTACT: www.jewishlabor.org
COMMENT: Sponsored by Jewish Labor 
Committee.

26th Earth First! Round River 
Rendezvous
DATE: July 3-10
PLACE: Jefferson National Forest, near 
Coeburn, VA
CONTACT: www.rtc.revolt.org/node/248
COMMENT: Workshops, direct action, music, 
emphasis on fighting mountain-top removal 
coal-mining and climate change.

Our Way Home: Reunion for Viet Nam 
Draft Resisters
DATE: July 4-8
PLACE: Castlegar, British Columbia
CONTACT: www.ourwayhomereunion.com
COMMENT: A tribute to the US immigrants 
that came to Canada during the Vietnam War 
and to the thousands of Canadians that assisted 
them; featured speaker Daniel Ellsberg.

National Convention of the League of 
United Latin American Citizens
DATE: July 9-14
PLACE: Chicago, IL
CONTACT: 202-833-6130; www.lulac.org/
events/convent.html
COMMENT: Theme: “Empowering Latinos: 
Building Prosperity Through Partnerships”; 
representatives from Hispanic communities 
from across the country determine the 
positions and strategies of a national Hispanic 
organization.

3rd International Women’s Peace 
Conference
DATE: July 10-15
PLACE: Dallas, TX
CONTACT: www.womenspeaceconference.
org; 214-421-6707
COMMENT: Plenary sessions, lectures, 
seminars, facilitated discussion groups, 
interactive workshops, and special programs 
for Peace Teens (ages 12-17) and Emerging 

Leaders (ages 18-24). 

National Organization for Women 
National Conference & Young Feminist 
Leadership Institute
DATE: July 13-15
PLACE: Detroit, MI
CONTACT: NOW Conference, 1100 H Street 
NW, 3rd Floor, Washington, DC, 20005; 202-
628-8669; www.now.org
COMMENT: Join NOW members from across 
the country for three days of fun and friends, 
fast-paced workshops, great speakers and 
entertainers, skill-building sessions, special 
interest caucuses.

Adirondack Council Annual Meeting
DATE: July 14
PLACE: Essex, NY
CONTACT: www.adirondackcouncil.org
COMMENT: Hear updates on the council’s 
work to help keep the Adirondack Park wild.

Summer of Resistance
DATE: July 19-29
PLACE: Washington, DC
CONTACT: info@summerofresistance.org; 
202-244-0951
COMMENT: Youth from around the world 
will come to Washington, DC to change US 
government policies. This will be an Action 
Camp. Training in political theater, organizing, 
street speaking and then relentless work 
downtown confronting and cajoling the powers 
that be to Listen To Youth perspectives.

Animal Rights 2007 National 
Conference
DATE: July 19-23
PLACE: Los Angeles, CA
CONTACT: FARM/AR2007, 10101 
Ashburton Lane, Bethesda, MD 20817; 800-
327-8688; www.arconference.org
COMMENT: Sponsored by 50 organizations; 
plenaries, workshops, rap sessions, campaign 
reports, videos, exhibits, newcomer orientation,  
awards banquet, vegan cuisine, music.

5th Annual Green Anarchist Gathering
DATE: July 25-August 5
PLACE: Sierra Nevada Mountain Range of 
Central/Northern CA
CONTACT: Green Anarchy - FV, PO Box 
11331, Eugene, OR 97440; www.greenanarchy.
org
COMMENT: Theme “Feral Visions Against 
Civilization 2007”; share, collaborate, 
workshops.

18th US-Cuba Friendshipment Caravan
DATE: July

PLACE: leaves from many points in US/
Canada
CONTACT: www.ifconews.org
COMMENT: The US embargo of Cuba 
causes shortages of food, medicine and other 
important supplies for eleven million people; 
the embargo is an immoral policy that uses 
hunger and disease as political weapons.

Pax Christi National Conference
DATE: August 10-12
PLACE: Seattle, WA
CONTACT: Pax Christi, 532 West 8th St, Erie, 
PA 16502; 814-453-4955; www.paxchristiusa.
org
COMMENT: Theme “The Pursuit of Peace in 
a Culture of Violence.”

33rd Northeast Organic Farming 
Association Summer Conference
DATE: August 10-12
PLACE: Hampshire College, Amherst, MA
CONTACT: NOFA, 411 Sheldon Rd, Barre, 
MA 01005; 978-355-2853; www.nofa.org
COMMENT: Keynote speakers Hazel 
Henderson, Bill McKibben; join 1000 other 
farmers, gardeners, activists; more than 150 
workshops.
.
Veterans for Peace Annual Convention
DATE: August 15-19
PLACE: St. Louis, MO
CONTACT: www.vfpnationalconvention.org
COMMENT: Workshops, speakers.

Katrina Survivors Assembly
DATE: August 25-28
PLACE: New Orleans, LA
CONTACT: www.peopleshurricane.org
COMMENT: Help build a strong, independent 
gulf coast self-determination and reconstruction 
movement.

Guide continued on next page

VACATION GUIDE
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19th Annual New York LGBT Film 
Festival
DATE: June 1-10
PLACE: New York, NY
CONTACT: The New Festival, 139 Fulton 
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CONTACT: 607-842-6801 or 607-842-6799
COMMENT:  Music (bring instruments), 
swimming, potluck dinner, bonfire, pancake
breakfast, hiking, overnight tenting available. 
No dogs please. Benefit for Syracuse Peace
Council, sliding scale $0-10.

Solarfest: New England Renewable 
Energy Festival
DATE: July 14-15
PLACE: Tinmouth, VT
CONTACT: 603-847-9049; www.solarfest.com
COMMENT:  Workshops run both days on 
Sustainable Energy Basics; Advanced Renewable 
Energy, System Design, and Installation; Green 
Buildings and Sustainable Communities.

31st Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival
DATE: July 19-22
PLACE: Rothvoss Farm, Ancramdale, NY
CONTACT: Grey Fox Office, PO Box 535,
Utica, NY 13503; 888-946-8495; www.
greyfoxbluegrass.com
COMMENT: Five stages including main, 
workshop, grass roots, dance and children’s.

Finger Lakes GrassRoots Festival of 
Music and Dance
DATE: July 19-22
PLACE: Trumansburg, NY
CONTACT: Finger Lakes GrassRoots 
Festival, PO Box 941, Trumansburg, NY 
14886; 607-387-5098; www.grassrootsfest.org
COMMENT: Over 60 bands including Cajun, 
Zydeco, stringband, African, world beat, roots 
rock and alternative; food and crafts areas, art 
exhibits, children’s area; event supports arts, 
education and the fight against AIDS.

Vegetarian Summerfest 2007
DATE: July 25-29
PLACE: Johnstown, PA
CONTACT: NAVS, Box 72, Dolgeville, 
NY 13329; 518-568-7970; www.
vegetariansummerfest.org
COMMENT: 33rd annual conference of the 
North American Vegetarian Society.

Falcon Ridge Folk Festival
DATE: July 26-29
PLACE: Hillsdale, NY
CONTACT: FRFF, 74 Modley Rd, Sharon, CT 
06069; 866-364-2138; www.falconridgefolk.
com
COMMENT: Many stages, dancing, camping, 
crafts, workshops, song swaps, comedy, 
family, spoken word.

32nd Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival
DATE: August 7-12
PLACE: Walhalla, MI

St, Ste PH-3, New York, NY 10038; 212-571-
2170; www.newfestival.org
COMMENT: Over 250 films at several venues.

31st San Francisco International LGBT 
Film Festival
DATE: June 14-24
PLACE: San Francisco, CA
CONTACT: 415-703-8650; www.frameline.org
COMMENT: Join over 70,000 attendees, 80 
features and 150 shorts.

Clearwater’s 40th Annual Great Hudson 
River Revival
DATE: June 16-17
PLACE: Croton Point Park, Croton-on 
Hudson, NY
CONTACT: Clearwater Revival, 112 Market 
St, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601; 845-454-7673; 
www.clearwaterfestival.org
COMMENT: 7 music stages of folk, blues, 
gospel, Irish, Cajun, World, Swing; Children’s 
theater, crafts, storytelling, ethnic foods; with 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Bruce Cockburn, Leo 
Kottke, Paul Winter, Cowboy Junkies & more.

21st Annual Golden Threads 
Celebration
DATE: June 21-24
PLACE: Provincetown, MA
CONTACT: Golden Threads, 1 Nevada 
Rd, Burlington, MA 01803; www.
goldenthreadsptown.org
COMMENT: For lesbians over age 50; make 
friends, play, dance, laugh, share.

27th Annual Old Songs Festival
DATE: June 22-24
PLACE: Altamont Fairgrounds, Altamont, NY
CONTACT: Old Songs, Inc., PO Box 466, 
Voorheesville, NY 12186; 518-765-2815; 
www.oldsongs.org
COMMENT: Traditional music and dance, 
children’s activities, crafts; feature Cajun, 
banjo, fiddling, contra dances, Celtic, French
Canadian and more.

San Francisco LGBT Parade & Festival
DATE: June 23-24
PLACE: San Francisco, CA
CONTACT: 415-864-3733; www.sfpride.org
COMMENT: Join 500,000 supporters, 
onlookers and participants for one of the largest 
Pride events in the US.

Freedom for All the Americas: July 
4 the Way it Ought to Be–An Activist 
Celebration
DATE: July 7-8 (4pm Saturday - 2pm Sunday)
PLACE: Common Place Land Trust, 4211 Rt. 
13, Truxton, NY

CONTACT: WWTMC, PO Box 22, Walhalla, 
MI 49458; 231-757-4766; www.michfest.com
COMMENT: 40 performances, hundreds 
of workshops, film festival, crafts fair; the
Festival is also an experiment in alternative 
community where we all contribute to a 
collectively run village.

12th Annual Solar Living Festival
DATE: August 18-19
PLACE: Hopland, CA
CONTACT: Solar Living Institute, PO Box 
836, 13771 S. Highway 101, Hopland, CA 
95449; 707-744-2017; www.solarliving.org
COMMENT: Workshops, tours, music, 
speakers.

VACATION GUIDE

Z Media Institute
DATE: June 4-12
PLACE: Woods Hole, MA
CONTACT: www.zmag.org/aboutzmi.htm
COMMENT: Learn radical politics, media and 
organizing skills, the principles and practice 
of creating non-hierarchical institutions and 
projects, activism, and vision and strategy for 
social change.

Peacemaker Training Institute
DATE: June 14-21
PLACE: Mt. Storm, WV
CONTACT: Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
202-244-0821; www.forusa.org
COMMENT: Week-long anti-oppression and 
nonviolence training for young people and 
youth allies

Renewable Energy and Sustainable 
Building for the Developing World
DATE: June 18-22
PLACE: Carbondale, CO
CONTACT: 970-963-8855; www.solarenergy.
org
COMMENT: Learn how to implement 
sustainable development projects with 
renewable energy.

Guide continued on next page
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Girls’ Studies and Activism Institute
DATE: June 28-July 1
PLACE: St. Charles, IL
CONTACT: tinyurl.com/2md4vk
COMMENT:  For girls, their parents and 
teachers; includes tours of girl-centered 
projects in Chicago area.

16th Annual Summer School for Union 
Women
DATE: June 27-July 1
PLACE: Olympia, WA
CONTACT: 360-867-6055; 
trifflen@evergreen.edu
COMMENT:  Workshops on media, speaking 
skills, the creative use of theater and art for 
organizers, the global economy/outsourcing, 
conducting picket lines, and imagining/
realizing change in unions and communities 
will also be offered.

Energy Justice Summer
DATE: all summer
PLACE: SE Ohio, the Carolinas, Florida
CONTACT: www.energyjustice.net/ejs
COMMENT: Centers around a multiple 
day training camp. Youth and community 
members will share and learn skills and info in 
community organizing, environmental justice, 
network building, climate change, and more.

Minority Activist Apprenticeship 
Program
DATE: 8 weeks during summer
PLACE: work across the nation in local 
campaigns
CONTACT: Center for Third World 
Organizing, 1218 E 21st St, Oakland, CA 
94606; 510-533-7583; www.ctwo.org
COMMENT: Develop skills in labor and 
community organizing; stipend and housing 
provided.

Omega Institute Workshops
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Rhinebeck, NY; Austin, TX

CONTACT: Omega Institute, 260 Lake Dr, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572; 800-944-1001; www.
eomega.org
COMMENT: Over 250 workshops, trainings, 
retreats in personal health and development, 
gender, relationships and family, the arts,  
nature and society, spiritualism.

Institute for Solar Living Workshops
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Hopland and Ukiah, CA
CONTACT: Institute for Solar Living c/o Real 
Goods, 555 Leslie St, Ukiah, CA 95482; 800-
762-7325; www.solarliving.com
COMMENT: Various workshops focusing 
on renewable energy, alternative construction 
techniques and sustainable living practices.

Herbal Medicine & Wise Woman 
Workshops
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Woodstock, NY
CONTACT: Susun Weed, POB 64, Woodstock, 
NY 12498; 914-246-8081; www.susunweed.com
COMMENT: For women and men; write for 
listing; examples: Hands-on Herbal Medicine, 
Menopausal Years: The Wise Woman Way, 
Green Witch Intensive.

Palestine Summer Encounter 2007
DATE: June 21-August 16
PLACE: Bethelehem
CONTACT: 626-797-7904; www.
middleeastfellowship.org
COMMENT: Comprehensive cross-cultural 
program is an integration of socio-political 
education, cultural learning and volunteer 
service.

Work Brigade to Cuba
DATE: July
PLACE: Cuba
CONTACT: Venceremos Brigade, 212-560-
4360; www.venceremosbrigade.org
COMMENT: Over the years, Brigadistas 
have harvested sugar cane, citrus, and corn, 
built housing, painted and repaired buildings 
- working side by side with Cuban workers 
and students. Meet with leaders of Cuba’s 
federations, mass organizations,and with 
artists, teachers, social workers, and Cuban 
“internationalists” (people who have served 
abroad, fighting apartheid in Southern Africa or
fighting disease throughout the world).

Global Exchange Reality Tours
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Iran, Mexico, Venezuela, Costa Rica, 
Ireland, South Africa, Nicaragua, Afghanistan, 
Tanzania, Jordan, Syria
CONTACT: Global Exchange Reality Tours, 
2017 Mission Street, #303, San Francisco, CA 
94110; 800-497-1994; www.globalexchange.
org/tours
COMMENT: Gives travelers hands-on 
opportunities to explore the crucial issues 
facing the world and examine how the US’s 
economic and foreign policies impact other 
countries; offer participants the chance to 
meet people from all walks of life, gain 
an understanding of those people’s hopes 
and fears, and discover opportunities for 
international cooperation. Delegation 
participants meet with community leaders, 
visit environmentally sustainable agriculture 
projects, and learn about the international 
stories that never make it into the headlines.

International Workcamps
DATE: all summer
PLACE: Latin America, Asia, Africa, Russia, 
Europe
CONTACT: International Workcamps, 43 
Tiffany Rd, Belmont, VT 05730; 802-259-
2759; www.vfp.org
COMMENT: Promote international goodwill 
through short-term community service projects; 
over 2000 programs in 90 countries.

VACATION GUIDE

Damascus Summer Encounter 2007
DATE: June 24-August 4
PLACE: Damascus, Syria
CONTACT: 626-797-7904; www.

middleeastfellowship.
org
COMMENT: Live with 
a host family, study 
Arabic at the Berlitz 
language institute 
in Damascus, serve 
the local community 
through volunteer 
projects and explore 
the culture and history 
of Syria through 
meetings, discussions 
and excursions to sites 
of historical, political or 
religious significance.

Guide / from previous page
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Equal Exchange products are available at the
Syracuse Real Foods Co-op

618 Kensington Road

Empowering Farmers
When you choose Equal Exchange fairly traded coffee, tea 
or chocolate, you join a network that empowers farmers in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia to:
    • Stay on their land

    • Care for the environment

    • Farm organically

    • Support their family

    • Plan for the future

Velvra Shad, Mwika Mrimbo 
Uurwo Primary Society, KNCU 
Cooperative, Tanzania

www.equalexchange.coop

Cooperative Federal has pre-paid 
VISA® TravelMoney cards

A safe alternative to cash wherever you go 
- accepted at millions of locations around 

the world!

· Flexible · Convenient
· Secure

Call 471-1116 
      or ask a teller!

Cooperative Federal
723 Westcott St
Syracuse, NY 13210

Cooperative Federal has pre-paid Cooperative Federal has pre-paid Cooperative Federal
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Progressive Coalition Meeting. 
5:30-7pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404 
Oak St. Andy, 472-5478.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. E. Genesee St. & Erie 
Blvd. (Dewitt).

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drummer 
Cafe, 6-10pm. 1 Public Square,  
Watertown. 782-0595.
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EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood 
Association. 6:30pm. Mundy Library, 
1204 S. Geddes St.

EVERY THURS: Women's Voices 
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8pm.

SPC Steering Committee Meet-
ing 6:30pm, Contact office for 
location 472-5478. Jess.

EVERY WED:Open Figure Drawing. 
7-10pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

Every Other Tues. Partnership for 
Onondaga Creek Mtg. 6pm, Brady 
Faith Center, Lionel 395-3103. Call 
to confirm time & place.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,  
3pm Hanover Square. Prep begins 
at 12:30.  218-5481.

Venezuela Discussion. Second Story 
Bookstore, 550 Westcott St, 2nd Floor, 
6:30-8pm, 422-4689.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends. St. Andrew’s Catholic 
Church, 124 Alden Street, 5pm 
every 1st & 3rd Sunday. 

Exhibit: Networked Nature.thru 
7/14. Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm, Sat. 
12-6pm. Warehouse Gallery, 350 
Fayette St., 443-6450, info@The 
WarehouseGallery.org

Community Wide Dialogue’s 5th 
Annual Duck Race to End Racism, 
12-4pm, Syracuse's Inner Harbor, 
Beverly Mack 449-3552, ext. 119.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. Call 
first to confirm.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 11 (in front of 
Northern Lights Shopping Cen-
ter, Mattydale)

PNL Calendar Deadline. Send 
to 924 Burnet Ave., Syr., NY 
13202 or pnl@peacecouncil.net

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 20 (Albany St.) 
&Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 695 exit ramp to W. 
Genesee St. (Fairmount)

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop: Finance 
Your Small Business, 6-8pm, SW Ec. 
Bus. Res. Ctr, 506 W. Onondaga St. 
Lori 471-2720 to register. Free.

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition. Monthly potluck 
meeting. 4-7pm, 208 Slocum 
Ave.  Syr., 478-4571.

SPC Volunteer Orientation 
6:30-7:30pm, at 924 Burnet 
Ave. 472-5478. includes Tabling 
Workshop at 7pm.Photography Exhibit: West Bank 

Photos, “In the Blind Spot of a War”, 
through 7/8 at the Downtown YMCA, 
9am-8pm on weekdays, 9am-5pm  
Sat. (315) 474-6851 x328, Philip 
Memmer.

InterFaithWorksCNY. Have an 
impact on hunger: Improve the 
Food Stamps Program. 3-4:30 pm, 
Temple Concord, 910 Madison St. 

Gage Foundation Historical Sum-
mer Walks,  10 am - Matilda Joslyn 
Gage’s Fayetteville, $5 per person 
or $3 if over 62, leave from 109 Wal-
nut St. Fayetteville(315) 637-9511  
or gagefoundation@earthlink.net.

CNY Pride Parade and Festival,  
Flag raising 11am, City Hall then 
parade, Festival at Everson Plaza.

The Fifth Annual Westcott Art 
Trail Sale, 6/2-3, 10-5 Sat. and 
12-5 on Sun. www.westcottcc.
org for a map.

Workshop:Trenches and Scaffold, 
Ladders and Hardhats: Reducing 
Workplace Risk. 11am-12pm. 
Plymouth Church, 232 E. Onondaga 
St. Workers’ Rights Center of CNY 
446-2380 or 474-4821.

Lunch with Diana Cortez, director 
of the Tarrytown Area NY OSHA 
office and Region II Hispanic 
Coordinator, Casa del Te (on West 
Street),12pm. Workers’ Rights 
Center of Central New York 446-
2380 or 474-4821.

Workshop: Immigration Solidar-
ity Work and the New Sanctuary 
Movement, 10-11 am. Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St. Pat 
Rector, (315) 446-2380.

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop: Grant Writ-
ing Seminar, 6-8 pm, SW Economic 
Bus. Res. Ctr, 506 W. Onondaga St. 
Lori 471-2720 to register. Free.

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop: Credit 
Repair Seminar, 6-8pm, Mundy 
Library, 1204 S. Geddes St., Nick at 
471-1116 x223 to register. Free.

Holistic Moms Network Meeting,  
6pm Sargent Meeting Room, Liver-
pool Public Library, 310 Tulip Street, 
RSVP - Dawn: dsauchelli@juno.com 
or Melanie 633-2479, Free .

Workshop:Protecting Your Health 
and Your Life in the Workplace (in 
Spanish) w/Diana Cortez, 5:30-
6:30 pm La Liga at   700 Oswego 
St. Workers’ Rights Center of CNY 
446-2380 or 474-4821.

Workshop: Unemployment Insur-
ance: From Application to Adminis-
trative Hearing, 10-12am, Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St.

Andrew & Noah VanNorstrand in 
Concert. May Memorial, 3800 E. 
Genesee St., $10, tickets: folkus.
org or 440-7444. 

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Teall Ave. & Rt. 690 
(Eastside)

ACLU in Washington D.C.: Rally on 
Capital Hill, Buses from Syracuse, 
RSVP Barrie Gewanter 471-2821, 
director@cnyclu.org. See page 4. 
ACLU members free, or $10.
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Old Songs Festival: 6/22-
24,Altamont Fairgrounds, Altamont 
NY, (518)765-2815, wwwoldsongs.
org.

CNY  NYCLU Spring Dinner: 
Michael Schwartz & Joyce Bender, 
Lafayette Hills Country Club, 6pm, 
Jamesville,RSVP 471-2821. $70.

Syracuse Community Choir-
Summer Solstice Concert:  
"World Citizen", 6-8pm, Erwin 
First Methodist Church, 920 Euclid 
Ave. $10-25 donation, 428-8151.

Pride Concert:Syracuse Gay 
& Lesbian Chorus "American 
Rhythms", 8pm, 6/15-16, First 
Unitarian Universalist Society, 109 
Waring Road, $15, 256-6680, or $18 
night of show. syrglc.org

80th Bday Celebration for activist 
Phil Klein, 2pm. Catherine Cum-
mings Theatre, Cazenovia College. 
$12/adults, $5/students.  655-STAR 
for reservations.

Mosses of Clark Reservation, 
2pm, meet at  park Nature Center,  
446-0263, parking fee.

Venezuela Discussion. Second Story 
Bookstore, 550 Westcott St, 2nd Floor, 
6:30-8pm, 422-4689.

Deadline for Plowshares Crafts-
fair Applications July 1, The Fair 
is scheduled for December 1-2, 
2007 at Nottingham High School, 
Applications and further informa-
tion available, 472-5478. www.
peacecouncil.net/plowshares

Talk by Denis Halliday, former UN 
Asst. Secretary-General and Head 
of UN Humanitarian Program in Iraq 
1997-98. The Iraq Sanctions and 
the Case of Dr. Rafil Dhafir: Crimi-
nalizing Compassion in the “War 
on Terror.” 7pm, Maxwell Auditorium, 
SU. Sponsored by Dr. Dhafir Support 
Comm. and others. Free.

EVERY SAT: Democracy 
Now! Excerpts from the week’s 
stories--Sat. 9-11am on Time 
Warner Cable Channel 98.

Syracuse Jazz Fest,Fri-Sun. OCC, 
Free, www.syracusejazzfest.com.

Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm, 
446-5940. Help line 635-9230. 
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Syracuse United Neighbors/SW 
Action Committee. 7pm, Brady 
Faith Center, 404 South Ave. 
476-7475.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty. 
Columbus Circle, noon-12:30pm. 
Bill Cuddy, 474-7437.

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. TW Ch. 98.  People for 
An i mal Rights.

EVERY THURS:  Talk to a Lawyer.  
Westcott Com m. Ctr., 826 Euclid 
Ave.  6-8pm. Free. 478-8634. 

Juneteenth Freedom Parade. 
Begins noon at Dunbar Center, 
1453 S. State St. Festival in Clinton 
& Hanover Sqs 1-11pm. Page 9. 

Juneteenth Gospel, Youth and 
Family Day. 2-10pm. Southwest 
Comm. Center, 401 South Ave..

Alliance Network Juneteenth 
Event. Guest Speakers and Musi-
cians. 4-7pm. Jubilee Park.

Coming JULY 7-8: Freedom for All 
the Americas.  July 4 the Way it 
Ought to be-An Activist Celebration.  
4pm Saturday, July 7 to 2pm Sunday, 
July 8. Common Place Land Trust, 
4211 Rt. 13 Truxton. (607) 842-6801 
or 607-842-6799. $0-10 sliding scale. 
Benefit for SPC.

Strategy Meeting to continue 
building the local movement 
to end the war on Iraq. For 
active SPC supporters. Contact 
Jessica, 472-5478 for time and 
place. See page 3.

Syracuse United Neighbors/South-
side Coalition Mtg. 7pm, Payton Tem-
ple, 1816 Midland Ave.  476-7475.

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic 
for Youth. 5-7pm. Northeast 
Comm. Ctr, Hawley and Oak Sts., 
Syracuse. Jessica, 472-5478.

Deadline for Plowshares 
Craftsfair Applications July 
1, The Fair is scheduled for 
December 1-2, 2007 at Not-
tingham High School, Applica-
tions and further information 
available, 472-5478. www.
peacecouncil.net/plowshares

Syracuse United Neighbors/West-
side Coalition Mtg. 7pm, Brown 
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil

Community Calendar 
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