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The Top 10 Abuses of Power Since 9-11    
Since 9-11, the federal government has been attacking our civil 
liberties. On June 26, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
and other national organizations sponsored a “Day of Action to 
Restore the Rule of Law.” Thirty-five Central New Yorkers joined
2000 people in Washington, DC to rally and lobby. 

What follows are the Top 10 Abuses, in no particular order.

1. Warrantless Wiretapping. In December 2005, The New York 
Times reported the National Security Agency (NSA) was tapping 

into overseas telephone calls of US citizens without a warrant, in 
violation of federal statutes and the Constitution. Furthermore, 
the agency had gained direct access to the telecommunications 
infrastructure through some of the US’ largest companies. The 
actions were confirmed by Bush and other officials, who boldly
insisted, in the face of all precedent and common understanding 
of the law, that the program was legal. The agency appears to 
be not only eavesdropping but also using broad “data mining” 
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The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is the oldest local, 
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in the US. SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, 
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.

Guitar stashed in the attic?

Flute, harmonica, recorder gathering 
dust in the closet?
Let your “old” instruments come alive again by donating 
them to the CNY Sister Community of Cajibio, Colombia. 
Delegation leaves August 3, 2007.

Call Rae 445-2840 ¡Muchas Gracias!

FREE T-SHIRTS!
Available from SPC     

with a commitment to 
wearing them regularly 

and participating in 
upcoming actions.
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Upstate NY Regional Peace 
Demonstration

Look for SPC at summer festivals and 
outdoor events with antiwar T-shirts (see 
page 2), tableaus (silent street theatre) 
and banners over the even busier-than-
normal highways – especially during the 
NY State Fair. The Local Cost of the War 
Committee is also working with the Fort 
Drum chapter of Iraq Veterans Against the 
War to organize a major regional antiwar 
demonstration tentatively planned for the 
the end of September to coincide with 
national calls for action during that time. 
SPC is reaching out to peace groups and 
student organizations from Albany to Buf-
falo and Binghamton to Potsdam. 

We envision smaller actions throughout 
the week in cities across upstate NY cul-
minating with a massive march and rally 
in Syracuse. Summer actions will build 
for the regional mobilization.

To get involved in the organizing, con-
tact Carol or Jessica. The Local Cost of the 
War Committee meets next on Wednesday, 
July 25 at 7 pm at SPC. 

SPC at UFPJ National 
Assembly

Carol Baum represented SPC at the recent 
assembly of United for Peace and Justice 
(UFPJ), the national anti-war coalition in 
which we participate. Over 300 people from 
35 states represented nearly 200 member 
groups. Much of the assembly was devoted 
to decision-making about UFPJ’s program 
priorities. These include:
• End Congressional support for the Iraq 

war
• Initiate a day of major regional anti-war 

demonstrations for October 27
• Support military resisters, veterans, 

military families and counter-recruit-
ment work

• Expose and challenge 
the economic costs of the 
war

• Ensure that ending the 
war now is a key part of 
the discussion during the 
2008 campaign season

• Support organizing training 
for local groups

• Challenge the war profi-
teers

• Promote a nationwide 
public education project 
to explain how the war 
happened, the policy un-
dergirding the war, and 
why it is wrong.

The most interesting 
and helpful parts were the 
workshops, break-out groups 
and skill-sharing sessions. 
Highlights included: hearing 
what other groups were doing 
(and sharing what we have 
done); and talks by a group 
of Iranians bicycling across 
the US as a gesture of friend-
ship, Iraqi labor leaders, the 
vice-president of the Gaza 
Red Crescent (similar to the 
US Red Cross), an anti-war 
member of the United Kingdom’s Parlia-
ment and Vietnamese victims of Agent 
Orange.

Money for Schools,         
Not for War!

On June 26, SPC joined with the Afterschool 
Alliance, Alliance for Quality Education, 
American Friends Service Committee, 
Citizen Action of NY and the NAACP at 
a news conference to demand a shift in US 
priorities from war and foreign intervention 
to funding social needs, particularly schools 
and youth programming. The powerful 

event, bringing together educators, youth 
advocates and peace activists, was covered 
by two local TV stations and two radio 
stations. Groups involved hope to continue 
working together this summer.

Iraq Summer Project Comes 
to Syracuse

SPC is providing office space and assisting
organizers from the Iraq Summer Project 
in Central New York to pressure Rep. Jim 
Walsh to support “a timeline to bring a re-
sponsible end to the Iraq War.” The national 
effort, organized by the coalition Americans 
Against Escalation in Iraq is working in 
40 congressional districts “to help fracture 
critical elements of the Republican base of 
support for the war” by early fall. Contact 
Franchelle Hart at  newyorkfd@iraqsummer.
org or 202-491-9366.

Remember Hiroshima Day: August 6
This year’s dramatic procession to mark the US 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki will be held on 
Monday, August 6. We will gather near City Hall at 
11:30 and the procession will begin promptly at noon, 
passing through Columbus Circle and Armory Square 
before arriving at Clinton Square. We are calling for 
the US to stop threatening to attack Iran, to pursue a 
sustainable energy policy, and for no nation to maintain 
nuclear weapons.

We have many beautiful props and banners to be 
carried during the march. For dramatic effect, please 
wear white or light colors if possible. Please contact 
Carol if you are coming and can carry something. 
Photo: Paul Pearce



4 Peace Newsletter July/August 2007

continued on page 8

Weekly Peace Outreach

We’re turning up the Heat!
Tuesdays: 4:45-5:30 pm
Carpooling available from SPC.

July 24: Adams St. and Rt. 81 (Down-
town)
July 31: Rt. 57 and Vine St. (Village 
of Liverpool)
August 7: Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina 
St. (Valley)
August 14: Rt. 20 (Albany St.) and 
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
August 21: E. Genesee St. (Rt. 370/31) 
and Syracuse St. (Rt. 48) (B’ville) 
August 28: New York State Fairgrounds 
Main Entrance (Solvay)
September 4: James St. and Thompson 
Rd. (Northside)

SPC in Action / from previous page

Kids and Youth for Peace
In May, a group of young people from the 
Syracuse Community Choir began talking 
about what they might do to help end the 
Iraq War. The result was the gathering: Kids 
and Youth for Peace: Stop the Iraq War on 
June 13 in front of the MOST.

The young people read excerpts of 
letters they had received from children in 
Iraq, acted out a theater piece and sang 
of their hopes that Iraqi children have the 
same opportunities, resources and sense 
of security that they experience.

Contact Karen Mihalyi, 428-8151.

Military Alternatives       
Education Project

MAEP is reaching out to parents and educators 
this summer and updating our informational 
materials. We’ll be staffing a table at the
Alliance for Quality Education summer 
picnic on July 17, 5-8 pm at 1638 S. Salina 
St. and circulating sign-up sheets inviting 
participants to host a MAEP training – we 
can speak on opt-out, military recruitment 
tactics and basic questions about military 
service and conscientious objection.

We are also interviewing high school 
students for our fall internship, funded by 
an AJ Muste Institute grant, to organize a 
social justice career fair. We are accepting 
applications from Syracuse high school 

students who would be available 8-10
     hours weekly to work on the 
fair. Stipend provided. Contact 
Jessica.

Onondaga Land Rights   
October 11 Hearing

On June 27, lawyers for the On-
ondaga Nation and New York 
State held an “in chambers” 
meeting with Judge Lawrence E. 
Kahn to discuss the status of the 
Onondaga Land Rights Action 
(for background information, see 
www.peacecouncil.net/noon). A 
public oral hearing has been set for 
October 11 at 10 am in Albany. 
This hearing, originally set for 
March 24, was postponed by the 
judge due to indications that the 
federal government might “join” 
the Onondagas in their suit.

Unfortunately, the primary 
question of whether the Onondagas’ 
land was taken from them illegally 
and what should be done about that, 

will have to wait due to the state’s challenge 
of the Nation’s right to argue their case in 
court. Attorneys for the Onondaga Nation 
are pleased that Judge Kahn appears fair 
minded about the case. On May 21, he 
allowed the Oneida Nation’s land claim 
to proceed when he ruled that the federal 
courts should provide some remedy to the 
Haudenosaunee Nations for New York’s 
illegal takings of their land in the 1790s 
and early 1800s. NOON will be working 
with the Onondaga Nation Communica-
tions Office to organize transportation to
Albany on October 11 and other support 
actions. Stay tuned for details.

Bikes 4 Peace Rolls Along
B4P kicked off its fifth year with two bike
clinics at the Northeast Community Center. 
Seven volunteers worked with 50 youth in 
June. In addition to helping youth fix their
bikes, we gave away three recycled bikes 
with helmets.

At our first clinic at the Boys and Girls
Club on E. Fayette St. we suffered under 
the 90 degree temperature and most of the 
neighborhood youth wisely chose the pool 
instead. Our remaining four summer clinics 
will be at the Brady Faith Center (404 South 
Ave., July 24 and Aug. 7) and the Spanish 
Action League (700 Oswego St., Aug. 21 
and Sept. 4). All clinics are 5-7 pm. Bike 
donations welcomed. Contact Jessica.

Summertime and the 
Finances Aren’t Easy

Summer is a time of vacations, being out-
doors, and relaxing. It can be a time when 
people forget or put off making financial
contributions to SPC. But SPC organizes 
for peace and social justice year round, and 
this summer is especially active. 

Please respond as generously – and 
as soon – as you can to our recent fund 
appeal mailing. If you did not receive the 
mailing, please consider this an invitation 
to contribute. As always, tax deductible 
contributions of $50 or more can be made 
out to the AJ Muste Memorial Institute; 
write SPC in the memo line.

Contact Carol if you have questions 
about SPC’s finances.

SPC Garage Sales
One (hopefully more) SPC benefit garage
sale will be held Saturday, September 8. 
Please consider hosting a garage sale that day, 
especially if you live in a visible location.

Donations sought for “gently used” 
items such as furniture, games, CDs, appli-
ances (in working order), plants, costumes, 
housewares, books, tools, etc. No clothes 
please. Save some of your shopping for that 
day too! (Wow – shopping for peace and 
justice with no money going to corporate 
coffers – sounds great.) Contact Rae at 
445-2840 or Nate at 472-5478.

Shivhari Chathrattil reads a letter from an Iraqi child at 
the June 13 Kids and Youth for Peace gathering. Holding a 
banner is Dora Schloss-Witkowski. Photo: Andy Mager

hours weekly to work on the fair. Sti-
pend provided. Contact Jessica.
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Bob is a new member of the Partnership 
who likes to pick up garbage from the Creek. 
To contact the POC, call Aggie Lane at 
478-4571.

The Latest from the Partnership for 
Onondaga Creek
Bob Graham 

Recently the Syracuse Common Council 
approved the “Inter-Municipal Agreement” 
between the City and Onondaga County, 
which the Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
(POC) and many others have long lobbied 
against because it continues to exploit the 
people of the City’s south 
and near west sides.  

The deal seems simple 
enough. The City drops 
their court fight to block
the County from seizing 
city land needed for various 
sewage projects. In return, 
the County pays the City 
$15 million for improve-
ment projects in the areas 
affected by county sewage 
project.

Not a simple deal
Problem is, the deal isn’t 
that simple. 

1) Of the $15 million (to be 
divided between Armory 
Square, Skunk City, and 
the Midland neighborhoods) 
much is money the City and 
County already want to spend on projects, 
like the $4 million to go toward parking 
garages near Armory Square. 

2) Money slated for the Midland Ave area 
will be spent on projects suggested by area 
residents only if the County Legislature and 
County Executive approve of the project 
– even though it’s money being given 
to the City to be spent on city residents. 
This is money the County offered before 
but withdrew when residents objected to 
construction of a massive sewage plant in 
the middle of their neighborhood.  

3) Two more sewage plants will be built in 
the City: one on Amy Street kitty-corner to 
the Delaware School and one a block from 
Fowler (here’s your new science lab kids!), 

and the other in the Armory Square Trolley 
lot (would Madame prefer the chlorinated 
or non-chlorinated soup?). Fortunately the 
north side of the City (where the socio-
economic scenery is notably different 
from the south side) will be spared, with 
their sewage being treated only by below 
ground projects.

hoods that dump chemical-laden water 
into Onondaga Creek – oh wait, people 
already have come up with better ideas 
which they’ve spent years telling the County 
about). The problem is that the City has 
to pay to develop the new technology, get 
the County to approve it, and then pay for 
any construction delays caused by adopting 

the new technology. This is 
a city that can’t even come 
up with enough money to 
pay its teachers.

Moving On
So that’s the deal. While the 
County has gotten its way 
this time, the POC and oth-
ers are shifting the focus of 
their fight to the terms of the
discharge permits the County 
needs for the sewage plants, 
as well as calling for an audit 
by the State Comptroller 
of the spiraling costs of the 
Midland Ave. plant ($122 
million and rising) and other 
projects.       

The POC is moving 
on in other related direc-
tions too.

On Saturday, June 2, several POC 
members participated in the Beard School 
Literacy Festival to raise awareness about 
both the ongoing sewage plant struggle 
and conservation. Included was a bicycle 
the kids could peddle to see how much 
energy it takes to light incandescent light 
bulbs versus mini-fluorescent bulbs, and
a conservation guessing game where one 
sharp-eyed 12-year-old won a $25 gift 
certificate.

And after almost nine years as an “un-
derground” group, the POC has decided to 
become a legally-recognized organization. 
Members involved in the paperwork to get 
the POC incorporated and approved as a 
not-for-profit/tax exempt organization say
that while the decision to “go official” may
make the POC feel a little less “spontaneous,” 
it gives them the ability to raise money for 
different projects to benefit the community
(such as education projects, leadership 
and advocacy training and environmental 
protection efforts). 

The Midland Sewage Plant at the corner of Oxford and Blaine Streets - 70% built. 
Photo: Aggie Lane

4) The City must drop all pending legal ac-
tion against the County over sewer-related 
issues, give up the right to sue the County 
in the future, and even agree to join the 
County in fighting anyone who sues the
County. This means if you’re a city citizen 
and you sue the County (because the County 
took your home for the Midland plant, or 
you were able to keep your property but 
when the County built a pipeline through 
it, your basement was relocated three feet 
to the left of your house) then you must 
pay for your own lawyer to fight the City’s
lawyer (who you pay for with your taxes), 
who’s working for the County (who you 
also pay for with your taxes) for protec-
tion you should be getting from the City 
government you’re paying to look out for 
you in the first place. (Got all that?)

5) The City and County both claim the deal 
is flexible (in case someone comes up with
a better idea than building massive sewage 
treatment plants in residential neighbor-
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Diane is an anti-nuclear activist and an 
adjunct in Sociology and Women’s Studies 
at Syracuse University.

Sandeep Pandey: Grassroots Democracy 
in India and the World
Diane Swords

On July 19, Dr. Sandeep Pandey, a leader 
in the education rights and nuclear disarma-
ment movements, gave two presentations in 
Syracuse.  His talks were entitled “Fighting 
Corruption with Right to Information: Inspir-
ing New Movements in India” and “Acting 
for Peace in a Nuclear Context.” 

After obtaining en-
gineering degrees in the 
US (his Master’s is from 
Syracuse University, his 
Ph.D. from UC Berkeley), 
Sandeep taught briefly
at the Indian Institute of 
Technology in Kanpur. 
He left that prestigious 
position for grassroots 
work, based on his deep 
commitment to peace and 
the empowerment of mar-
ginalized people. In 2002 
he received the Magsaysay 
Award – known as the Asian 
equivalent of the Nobel 
Prize. He is best known 
for co-founding Asha 
(hope), an international 
organization for promoting 
education among India’s 
poorest children. He started 
this organization while in Berkeley, and a 
Syracuse University chapter soon followed. 
Asha expanded in India, the US and other 
areas of the world, to fund and establish 
centers for learning that emphasize em-
powerment of India’s poorest, including 
Dalits, the ex-untouchables.

Sandeep has been intensively involved 
with peace marches for nuclear disarmament, 
anti-corruption campaigns, promotion of 
the right to food, and global justice work 
protesting Coke and Pepsi’s groundwater 
depletion and pollution. He creates dialogue 
between Muslims and Hindus over heated 
political issues such as the status of Kash-
mir and the demolition of a mosque in the 
religious Hindu city of Ayodyha. He has 

established people-to-people interaction 
between India and Pakistan.

Right to Information (RTI)
The RTI movement is based on the effort 
of people to become aware of their rights 
and to find means for asserting them. The
movement has increased the openness and 
transparency of the operations of adminis-
trative officials leading to improvement of

and has been involved in spreading the 
technique in his state of Uttar Pradesh 
and nationally.

Nuclear Disarmament
After India’s nuclear tests at Pokhran in 1998, 
Sandeep helped to organize an 88-day, 1500 
km Global Peace March from Pokhran (the 
nuclear test site) to Sarnath (the birthplace 
of Buddha). Marchers collected 18,000 

signatures for global nuclear 
disarmament and delivered 
these to the embassies of the 
seven nuclear states. Sandeep 
holds India responsible for 
the nuclearization of the sub-
continent because of its 1974 
tests. In an interview he said, 
“It was quite foolish to carry 
out the blasts because it gave 
Pakistan an opportunity to flex
its nuclear muscles.” He points 
out “…the more weaponisation 
programs are encouraged, the 
more insecure we become.” 
He belongs to the Coalition 
for Nuclear Disarmament 
and Peace.

In his speech accepting 
the Magsaysay Prize, he notes 
that trends towards nuclear 
disarmament in the ’90s 
were derailed by India and 

Pakistan’s escalation, which jeopardizes 
“the security of the entire area of South-
Asia.” Describing nuclear weapons as 
weapons “of zero military value,” he notes 
the radiation threat of the entire process 
of its production and calls for the halting 
of nuclear energy because it is equally 
dangerous. Sandeep refers to the US/India 
nuclear deal as a trap that India has fallen 
into. He points out that George Bush wants 
India to adopt nuclear power, in which 
the US has stopped investing, to free up 
petroleum for more developed countries, 
and sees the deal as a major setback for 
the India/Pakistan peace process. Claims of 
peaceful uses do not hide the potential use 
for bombs, a cause for suspicion in other 
nations. Since “the act of making nuclear 
weapons or even nuclear power is highly 
irresponsible…there is no such thing as a 
‘responsible nuclear state’.”

services such as road construction projects, 
government schools, food programs and 
other services for poor people.  Using official
documents on projects implemented “on 
paper”, activists and local people organize 
“social audits”.  This has helped bring out 
corruption in programs and in the process 
educates people about their entitlements.  
The solidarity built during social audits also 
contributes to social and political pressure 
on the officials.  In Rajasthan where this
process has been used for over a decade 
now, there are indications that corruption 
has gone down significantly on programs
where social audits have been organized 
regularly.  The method was pioneered by 
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) 
in Rajasthan and is now being adopted 
across India after the passage of the Right 
to Information Act by the Parliament of 
India in 2005. Sandeep has been one of 
the pioneers to take it out of Rajasthan 

     Women affiliated with Asha protest water pollution by Coca-Cola in 2004.
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SYRACUSE CENTER FOR 
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE

Open Your Mind to Open-Source Software   
Mike Miller

Imagine a movement in which people from around the world 
worked together to create a useful product, and then freely shared 
the results of their labors! This describes how the open-source 
software community has produced many excellent software 
packages, including the web browser Firefox, the office suite
OpenOffice and the operating system Linux.

In the corporate model of software development, companies 
jealously guard their work, selling it for (at times) exorbitant 
prices and prohibiting anyone outside the company from trying to 
improve their programs. In contrast, the open-source community 
works on a grassroots level, publishing the details of its work, 
giving away its programs for free, and welcoming anyone who 
wants to help improve them. (The term “open-source” means that 
a program’s source code – which is like a recipe for the program 
– is freely available to anyone who wants to see it.)

The open-source community is based on a model of mutual 
cooperation – while its software developers give away their 
work for free, they also benefit by receiving the work of other
developers for free. The users are also an important part of this 
ecosystem – by letting the developers know what features they 
need, the users help guide the software development process 
along the most beneficial path.

One might ask why open-source software is not more 
common, especially since users could save hundreds of dollars 
by using it. The most likely reasons for this are advertising, 
familiarity and support.

Advertising has an impact. To increase their profits, corporate
software companies spend substantial amounts of money promot-
ing their software. The open-source community has no desire to 
increase its profits (it generally has none), and its budget priori-
ties are much more focused on creating good software than on 
promoting it. As a result, corporate software is more visible.

Familiarity provides comfort. Users contemplating a switch 
to open-source software may fear that they will encounter dif-
ferences, making their tasks more difficult. While differences do
exist, in typical usage they are slight and often reflect a better
way of doing things.

Support is a more substan-
tial issue. When you purchase 
software, the corporation uses 
some of your money to pay 
for “free” telephone support. 
Since open-source software is 
generally free, there is no money to 
pay for telephone support. For this 
reason, open-source software is typically supported through 
community-based means, such as web-based forums.

Countering these concerns are the significant benefits of open-
source software, notably its cost (free), its quality (excellent), its 
availability (legally downloadable), and its community (vibrant). 
If you’d like to try it out, here are two suggestions. Firefox (an 
alternative to Internet Explorer) is available at mozilla.com/
en-US/firefox. OpenOffice (an alternative to Microsoft Office)
is available at download.openoffice.org/2.2.0 (this is a very large
file, so don’t try to download it over a dialup connection).

Mike is a member of SPC’s Information Technology team, and has 
been using open-source software since 1999.

The Center is a Reality!
By the time you read this 
update, we expect that the 
Syracuse Center for Peace 
and Social Justice will have 
become a physical reality.

Plans have continued for 
making 2013 East Genesee St. 
accessible by all. We anticipate 
finalizingplans forwheelchair
accessibility in the coming 
weeks. Accessibility and the 
greening of the building are 
priorities for our renovation 
process, as is the comfort of 
all those who will soon be making the center their organizing 
home. We will restore windows in the basement that were 
previously covered over in order to bring natural light to the 
large office there and make additional upgrades to create a
nice space for the Westcott Community Center’s Art and 
Education Project.

Other planning has also been in high gear. We have writ-
ten the leases the center will use with tenants. A small search 
committee conducted interviews for a building manager so 
that on the day we actually take ownership of the building, 
we will be ready to provide quality care to the facility and 
those in it.

There is still much to be done, but the time for celebrat-
ing approaches. Keep reading the updates so that when the 
date is set for our Center Warming event, you are among the 
first to have it on your calendar.

-Karen Hall

$396,000+ Needed$396,000+ Needed

SYRACUSE CENTER FOR
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

$$2221717,17,17,0000 00 ((7-137-137-137-137-137-137-137-137-137-137-137-13-07)-07)-07)-07)-07)-07)-07)-07)
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the founders of the whole 
grain women’s baking 
collective On the Rise. 
Her abundant organic 
vegetables have sustained 
many an activist. 

“Yes” is almost always 
the answer when we ask 
Karen to share one of her 
many gifts with the Peace 
Council. Her irrepressible 
optimism, passion and 
sense of fun add to the joy 
of working with her.

Welcome Home 
Julienne

Julienne Oldfield was re-
leased on July 13 from her 
three month incarceration 
at the Federal Detention 
Center in Philadelphia. 
She was jailed for her 
nonviolent entry onto the 
grounds of Ft. Benning, Georgia as part of an ongoing SOA 
Watch campaign to defund the infamous WHINSEC/School of 
the Americas. We thank her for her courage and loving spirit and 
join her family and friends in welcoming her home.

–Rae Kramer

SPC in Action / from page 4

SPC Move Coming Soon
The Syracuse Center for Peace and Social Justice expects to own 
the building at 2013 E. Genesee St. by the time you read this. The 
Center will carry out renovation work on the second floor where
the Peace Council will share offices with Citizens Awareness
Network. The timeline for construction is not yet firm, but SPC
expects to move sometime in September. We’ll be looking for 
folks with strong backs to help with the relocation. See www.
syracusecenter.org for more detail. Contact Andy.

New Membership Structure 
SPC has historically been viewed as a participatory, democratic 
organization whose membership has been loosely defined. Many
in the community have identified themselves as “members of the
Syracuse Peace Council” while others, although active partici-
pants in SPC activities, never saw themselves as “members.” To 
encourage a greater sense of “ownership” of the organization, 
the Steering Committee has decided to implement a membership 
system with the following criteria and benefits:
• Agreement with the SPC Statement of Purpose.
• A sliding scale annual membership fee of $20-50, with 

youth/low income set at $10-15.  Dues may be waived by 
volunteering at SPC.

• Members receive the Peace Newsletter.
• Members are eligible to serve on the Steering Committee.
• Members are actively encouraged to attend the annual mem-

bership meeting and help shape SPC policy.
A membership committee will coordinate the transition to 

this new structure and help replenish the Steering Committee.
 Stay tuned for more information.

–Shirley Novak

Activist Appreciation: Karen Kerney
Few people have brought the creativity and inspiration to the 
local peace and social justice movement that Karen Kerney has 
provided over the past 30 years. Her beautiful artwork has adorned 
dozens of Peace Newsletter covers in addition to peace calendars, 
posters, banners, t-shirts and more. She has also been a long-
standing member of the Plowshares Craftsfair committee.

Karen began her work with SPC in the late ’70s develop-
ing and touring an anti-nuclear puppet show. She was one of 

Karen Kerney joins a protest against the 
Iraq War in 2005. 
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Three Score Years and Ten
Three score years and ten
Holed up in a prison pen
Under surveillance – a threat to whom?
Our prison witness about to bloom?
Tomorrow we fast, taking fluids meanwhile
Gathering strength across the Nation
For termination we will not wait
A source we believe of insurrection
Inside our denying, degrading the Constitution.
 

  
“It is the duty of every 
poet to speak fearlessly 

and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

Julie is a member of the PNL editorial committee.

Julie Norman

Protests, letters to senators, camp-outs at Crawford Texas, marches 
on Washington DC, petitions, songs, documentaries…. What 
more can be done?  After four years of war, a war that has been 
resisted from the beginning, the feeling of hopelessness is grow-
ing. So many actions, acts of civil disobedience, and unceasing 
voices; so far, all have failed to stop the war.

But the movement still grows – and the creative actions of 
resisters become even more intensely expressive of the suffering 
and destruction occurring.  In January in Los Angeles, Iraq Veterans 
Against the War (IVAW) staged “Operation First Casualty” – in 
which they gave US citizens passing by a taste of the reality of 
every day life in occupied Iraq.  Veterans screamed, shouted at, 
searched, and put hoods on civilian volunteers in a simulation 
of the horrors Iraqis experience daily. IVAW has continued to 
stage mock “occupations” around the country, hoping that the 
horror evoked by this experience will cause us to ponder the 
horrors we are inflicting on Iraqis.  

In Bellingham, Washington, veteran Evan Knappenberger 
completed an 8-day tower guard vigil on a scaffold of the Fed-
eral Building. Knappenberger, with the support of friends, other 
Iraq War veterans, and seven grandmothers who spent one night 
with him, drew attention to the military’s STOP-LOSS policies 
– which he states are being used as a method of conscription, in 
effect a back-door draft.  (www.towerguard.org) 

On June 23, the Torture Abolition and Survivors Support 
Coalition International brought together torture survivors and 
advocates in a 24-hour vigil in Lafayette Square, demanding 
the repeal of the Military Commisions Act endorsed by Bush 
in October 2006.  With barking dogs, blindfolded individuals, a 
mock prison cell, the vigil revealed the human rights violations 

and torture that legally occur under the Act. Sixteen participants 
stood outside the White House singing “We are justice-seeking 
people, we are peaceful, loving people” until they were arrested 
for raising awareness and speaking the truth.  (www.washing-
tonpost.com)

Voices for Creative Nonviolence will begin a second launch 
of the Occupation Project on August 6th.  Join them, and people 
all across the country, in demanding that your representatives and 
senators refuse to vote for further funding for the Iraq War – if 
not, their offices will be nonviolently occupied. From February
5 to April 17, individuals and groups in 25 states participated in 
this project; 325 resisters were arrested.  

These and thousands of other actions occurring around the 
US and across the world show us that the movement against the 
war and occupation still grows. Soldiers, veterans, and civil-
ians will continue to resist this unjust war until our troops are 
withdrawn and the occupation is ended. The deep belief that 
we have a moral obligation to change our country’s history and 
its global policies will strengthen more and more of us to speak 
and act out.

Adam Kokesh secures a 
subway station during 
Operation First Casualty in 
NYC, May 26, 2007. 
Photo: Jay Sterrenberg

Shut off from the outside world
Cards & letters showering, caring
Centering our deep conviction
Of love for all humanity.
 
Voices in crescendo rising
In the small of the night
The clank of keys, footsteps heavy
Blinding spotlight, focused, flashing
Anguished incessant cries calling
In 809 we two stand firm, one young, one old
Witnessing within these walls
Our story will in time be told
Three score years and ten
It’s 6 am in the pen.
 
© Julienne Oldfield. April 2007
Julienne celebrated three score and ten while in prison for 
“crossing the line” to protest the School of the Americas.

Anti-War Folks: “Don’t Give Up!”
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SPC SUMMER ACTIVIST READING

Compiled by Donna Mühs-
McCarten

Whether you are whiling away your days 
at the beach or just hanging out on your 
porch on these warm summer days, you 
may enjoy turning a couple of pages for 
new insights in the search for peace and 
justice. Below are a number of interesting 
suggestions for reflection and inspiration.
Enjoy!
 

books about little-known, but increasingly 
prominent, aspects of modern warfare. 
Children at War deals with teens and pre-
teens as warriors. Blackwater profiles a US
corporation that provides warriors for hire 
– one that does so clandestinely and on a 
worrisome scale. And with what seems to 
be a very dicey right-wing agenda.

Singer provides a wide ranging sur-
vey and analysis of the burgeoning use of 
child combatants in wars around the world 
– whether in Iraq, Afghanistan, Colombia, 
West Africa or any number of other areas. In 
calm, clear, well-documented prose Singer, 
a Brookings Institution scholar, deals with 
causes, consequences and implications. 

(Singer’s earlier study, Corporate War-
riors: the Rise of the Privatized Military 
Industry (2003), provides the analytic and 
scholarly background for investigative jour-
nalist Jeremy Scahill’s timely and disturbing 
new exposé.) 

Blackwater 
is a shadowy 
privately-held 
corporation run 
by Erik Prince, a 
rightwing Catho-
lic mega-mil-
lionaire. A for-
mer Navy Seal, 
Prince is well 
connected at the 
Pentagon. He’s 
garnered hun-
dreds of millions 
of dollars of classified Pentagon contracts.
Blackwater even has its own arsenals and 
small fleet of choppers and planes.

Blackwater’s personnel are highly-paid 
former US special forces warriors mostly 
trained at US taxpayer expense. It was 
four Blackwater mercenaries – so-called 
“civilian contractors” – who were lynched 
in Fallujah in March 2004.

Among other tasks, Blackwater provides 
security for US military and government 
VIPs in occupied Iraq. Blackwater and 
the tens of thousands of other armed US 
mercenaries helping to prop up the oc-
cupation aren’t accountable to Iraqi law 
or to any US military chain of command. 
Scahill makes clear that if our democracy 
isn’t to go further down the tubes, these 
paramilitaries need to be reined in.

– Ed Kinane

Here, Bullet
Brian Turner, Alice James Books, 2005

Brian Turner enlisted in the US Army after 
completing an MFA in Creative Writing 
at the University of Oregon. During his 
seven years of service, he was deployed 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina and served his last 
tour of duty in Iraq, which he chronicled 
in poetry. During his recent reading at 
the YMCA Downtown Writer’s Center, 
Brian said that he vowed to return to 
share the true vision of this “unjust, il-
legal war,” using his skill and training as 
a poet. Quietly, Here, Bullet reflects on
the atrocities and the ordinary, the noble 
and the insane. Never pedantic, a skill in 
itself in creating political poetry, Turner 
sees the full picture and delivers it with 
grace. For those other than the 30 of us 
who listened to Brian bring the words to 
life, the book will complete an understand-
ing we already have about war in general 
and this one in particular…it just has to 
stop. Winner of many national prizes, 
Here, Bullet is a thoughtful act of civil 
disobedience necessary to any thinking 
person’s library.

– Georgia Popoff

Children at War
P.W. Singer, University of Berkley Press, 
2006

Blackwater: The Rise of 
the World’s Most Powerful 
Mercenary Army
Jeremy Scahill, Nation Books, 2007

War shapes the world’s economy. It de-
termines who gets to consume oil and 
other resources. War maintains inequity. 
It squanders vast wealth which otherwise 
could enrich human life.

Although our minds are rife with im-
ages of war, war is far more complex and 
obscure than most of us imagine. And it 
keeps mutating. If peace activists are to be 
effective, we need to better understand war. 
We need to do our war homework. 

I’ve recently read two compelling continued on next page
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Cowboy in Caracas: 
A North American’s Memoir 
of Venezuela’s Democratic 
Revolution
Charles Hardy and James W Russell, 
Curbstone Press, 2007

  
Hugo Chavez is a figure that is so often
portrayed in a negative light by the Bush 
administration that people in North America 
never hear the full story. Chavez first came
to attention when a US-backed coup failed 
to overthrow him in April, 2002. 

The title does not refer to President Chavez 
but to the author, a Wyoming-born priest who 
observed firsthand the political and social
change which improved the lot of Venezuela’s 
people, 80% of whom are poverty-stricken. 
Hardy follows the history of Venezuela dur-
ing the last 25 years. Via personal accounts, 
he takes the reader on a historical journey 
from the Caracas riots of 1988 through the 
first coup by Chavez and his subsequent
election as president. The interesting part is 
the relationship Chavez has with the com-
mon people. What we see in the media is so 
contrary to the real situation in Venezuela as 
told by Hardy, who was sent to live among 
the poor in 1985.

While short on statistics, the author’s 
vivid narratives become his research and are 
the result of his connection with the poor 
through his years working as a priest. He has 
been an eyewitness to the changes sweeping 
Venezuela and due to this fact, it actually is 
quite easy to debunk the myths told about 
President Chavez in the US. I would highly 
recommend this to anybody who wishes to 
learn more about the real story of Venezuela. 
It is an easy read and brings the life of the 
ordinary Venezuelan home.

 – Sam Tarbania, Fayetteville-Manlius 
High School student

1491: New Revelations of the 
Americas before Columbus
Charles C. Mann, Alfred A. Knopf Pub-
lishers, 2005

In 1491, Mann’s treatment of the pre-Eu-
ropean Americas is scholarly and well-
documented (endnotes and bibliography 
alone comprise 88 pages). He challenges 
the schoolbook paradigm that native peoples 
lived lightly off the land in small bands, 
and were unsophisticated in economics, sci-
ence, engineering, and politics. He presents 
compelling arguments that this simplistic 
view of native history is simply incorrect.  
Large-scale agriculture, irrigation, landscape 
management, as well as horticultural and 
urban engineering, supported populous 
urban centers – some larger and more 
technologically advanced than the largest 
European cities. Populations were larger 
and of greater antiquity than the popular 
myth purports, but were decimated by 
diseases from European contact. 

A Power Governments Cannot 
Suppress 
Howard Zinn, City Lights, 2007

In 1968 Jim Morrison sang in “Five to 
One” that they had the guns but we had the 
numbers. That was true then, has always 
been true, and is still true today. Nixon 
and Ford de-escalated and eventually 
ended the Viet Nam War in part because 
they knew that if they didn’t, antiwar ac-
tivity would grow so much stronger that 
they would no longer have enough young 
Americans to volunteer as cannon fodder. 
Our sheer numbers depleted their ability 
to make war.

The point is that we, the people, have 
to use our numbers – be loud, be active, 
organize, agitate, and show that we mean 
what we say when we talk about human 
rights, political morality, and social justice. 
We have the numbers to end the Iraq War. 
But we are not yet loud enough, active 
enough, or visible enough to make the 
kind of impact that we finally made in the
Vietnam era.

That is the main point of Howard Zinn’s 
newest book. It is more urgent and polemical 
than most of his other books, because he 
clearly recognizes the immediate danger 
if we don’t end the Iraq War now. In a 
collection of recent essays, he attempts to 
arouse us to antiwar action by describing 
the class-based nature of all imperialistic 
wars, their essential immorality, and their 
unavoidable violence against workers, 
women, children, and the most innocent 
members of each attacked society.

– Eric v.d. Luft, 
author of A Socialist Manifesto

Mann concludes with an introduc-
tion to the sophisticated and progressive 
Haudenosaunee form of governance – the 
Great Law of Peace – contrasted with the 
oppressive, aristocratic European govern-
ments of 1491. Pertinent to today’s need 
for a just resolution of the Onondaga’s 
Land Rights Action, Mann reminds us 
that the Haudenosaunee Confederacy is 
one of the “oldest continuously existing 
representative parliaments on earth”, and 
that “it is only a little exaggeration to claim 
that everywhere that liberty is cherished 
– Britain to Bangladesh, Sweden to Soweto 
– people are children of the Haudenosaunee 
and their neighbors.”

 – Dan Gefell
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Credit Incentive
Home Repair Loans

Get cash for repairs and energy efficient improvements!

Interest is usually tax deductible**

Rates as low as

5.45%*
Longer terms - lower monthly 

payments!

Get a lower rate as you build 
good credit!

*Rates are based on credit score, payment method, 
length of loan, downpayment amount and collateral 

value.

**Consult your tax advisor for your specific situation.

 471-1116Cooperative Federal
723 Westcott St
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.cooperativefederal.org

Dial ext. 230 
for Greg

* REIKI & ASTROLOGY
* BOOKS & CDs
* CRYSTALS
* PSYCHICS
* CLASSES
* MASSAGE
* JEWELRY
* & So Much More

Open: Mon-Sat 11a-8p
Sundays 12-5p

The Best Little
Hair House
In Fayetteville

200 W. Genesee St.

For Appointment

Call 637-4850
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Don, a longtime environmentalist and bike 
enthusiast, is a scientist at the Onondaga 
Environmental Institute. 

ONONDAGA LAKE:
Is the Proposed 
Cleanup Good Enough?
Don Hughes

A visiting musician recently asked about 
the “beautiful lake” she passed on her way 
into Syracuse. “Oh,” I replied, hoping there 
would be no further questions, “that would 
be Onondaga Lake.” But she pressed on. 
“Do a lot of people go fishing and boating
on it?” I was torn–should I maintain the 
illusion, or reveal the lake’s status as among 
the most polluted in North America?

Between 1884 and 1986, Solvay Pro-
cess, which became Allied Chemical (now 
merged with Honeywell), produced vast 
quantities of soda ash, sodium bicarbonate, 
chlorine gas, caustic soda, hydrochloric 
acid, coal tar distillates (e.g. benzene), 
chlorinated benzenes, hydrogen peroxide, 
and myriad related chemicals.  In “The 
Onondaga Lake Quagmire” (PNL 764, May 
2007), I discussed several sub-sites of the 
Onondaga Lake Superfund site which are 
the legacy of the company’s manufacturing 
operations. 

This article describes the millions of 
tons of wastes dumped directly into the lake. 
Allied had two primary discharge points: 
the East Flume and the West Flume (see 
map). The East Flume caused an enormous 
buildup of waste material in the southwest 
corner of the lake: extending approximately 
2,000 foot into the lake, approximately 
4,000 foot along the lakeshore, and 
containing waste up to 45 feet thick. It 
contains over three million cubic yards of 
Solvay Waste, the white chalky material 
that comprises the Solvay waste beds in 
Lakeland and Camillus. 

This material increases the salt content 
of the lake, but is otherwise fairly inert. 
Unfortunately, the lake deposit is also 
contaminated with toxic levels of mercury, 
chlorinated benzenes, benzene, toluene, coal 
tar, chlorinated dioxins and PCBs. 

The West Flume conveyed wastes 
into Ninemile Creek, which carried them 
downstream, forming a delta in Onondaga 

Lake. The delta is 
primarily contami-
nated with mer-
cury and lesser 
concentrations of 
the contaminants 
found in the East 
Flume deposit.

The Cleanup 
Plan
NYS negotiated a plan that requires dredg-
ing about 1.6 million cubic yards of the 
East Flume deposit. Another million cubic 
yards would be dredged from other near-
shore areas. All of this material would be 
pumped to a lined landfill constructed on
one of the wastebeds in Camillus. After 
dredging, each area would be covered with 
four feet of clean sand. This should limit the 
migration of residual contaminants into the 
overlying lake waters. The cost is estimated 
at $450 million, making it one of the largest 
Superfund projects in the country.

Two of the most common questions 
regarding the remediation plan are:
1)  Won’t dredging stir up a lot of contamina-

tion, causing more harm than good?
2)  What’s the point of moving contaminated 

sediments from one place to another?

Historically, dredging was a messy 
operation that stirred up lots of sediment. 
Nowadays, stricter environmental regulations 
make dredging contaminated sediments a 
much cleaner operation. Barriers called silt 
curtains are often employed to limit the 
spread of pollutants during dredging.

Thus, removing contaminated sediment 
from the lake is good for multiple reasons. 
The sediments are toxic to the organisms 
trying to live on the lake bottom (“benthos”). 
These  organisms constitute an important 
part of the ecosystem. Also, chemicals are 
slowly released into the lake, poisoning 
both the fish and organisms–including
humans–that eat them. This is particularly 
true for PCBs, mercury, and dioxins which 
accumulate up the food chain. Once the 
sediments are in the landfill, and eventually
capped, pollutants are much less likely to 

escape into the environment. But it is by 
no means a perfect solution, since some of 
the pollutants–mercury in particular–will 
never break down. 

Weaknesses in the Plan
The lake sediment remediation focuses on 
the large East Flume deposit and smaller 
areas of contamination around the lake pe-
rimeter. This will address, in large part, the 
organic chemicals that have been dumped 
into the lake. However, it does little to ad-
dress the mercury contamination spread 
over the entire lake bottom. Some of the 
highest concentrations of mercury are in 
the middle of the lake. NYS and Honey-
well are counting on “natural recovery,” 
meaning that they hope clean sediments 
coming into the lake from the tributaries 
will cover up the mercury contamination. 
There is little doubt that eventually the 
mercury will be buried. However, the 
forces of nature often do not conform to the 
intentions of engineers; the burial process 
has been modeled to take about 20 years, 
but could take hundreds of years.

The Onondaga Nation has pressed for 
a full cleanup of the lake–the removal of 
all contaminated sediments, estimated to 
cost $2.1 billion by the state. While this 
is a huge sum of money, it no doubt pales 
in comparison to the profits generated by
Solvay Process/Allied Chemical over a 
century of dumping into the lake. 

And so I told my visitor, “The lake 
is incredibly polluted, and the company 
responsible, Honeywell, is moving ahead 
to clean up some of the worst contamina-
tion. But the Onondagas, they have a plan 
to really clean it up.”

Map: Don Hughes/ Onondaga Environmental Institute
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systems that allow it to analyze information 
about the communications of millions of  
people within the US. This is one of many 
examples of the administration’s efforts to 
evade or minimize judicial review of its 
surveillance and detention activities. In    
August 2006, a federal judge  found the pro-
gram both unconstitutional and illegal. 
 
2. Torture, Kidnapping and Detention. 
In the years since 9-11, our government has 
illegally kidnapped, detained and tortured 
numerous prisoners. The government 
continues to claim that it can designate 
anyone, including Americans, as “enemy 
combatants” without charge. Since 2002, 
“enemy combatants” have been held at 
Guantanamo Bay and elsewhere, in some 
cases without access by the Red Cross. 
Investigations into other military detention 
centers have revealed severe human rights 
abuses and violations of international law, 
including the Geneva Conventions. The 
government has also engaged in the practice 
of rendition – secretly kidnapping people 
and moving them to foreign countries where 
they may be tortured. It has been reported 
that the CIA maintains secret prison camps 
in Eastern Europe to conduct operations 

that may violate international standards. 
See www.aclu.org/torture.

3. The Growing Surveillance Soci-
ety. In perhaps the greatest assault on the 
privacy of ordinary Americans, the country 
is undergoing a rapid expansion of data 
collection, storage, tracking, and mining. 
Over and above the invasion of privacy 
represented by any one specific program, a
combination of new technologies, expanded 
government powers and expanded private-
sector data collection efforts is creating a 
new “surveillance society” that is unlike 
anything Americans have seen before. A 
recent Post Standard article reports that 
the FBI is searching records about real 
estate transactions, motor vehicle acci-
dents, identity thefts and complaints about 
Internet drug companies to “help search 
for potential terrorists, insurance cheats 
and crooked pharmacists.”

4. Patriot Act Reauthorization. Several 
provisions of the Patriot Act were set to 
expire at the end of 2005. Despite oppo-
sition from across the political spectrum 
and more than 400 community and state 
resolutions, Congress reauthorized the law 
in March, 2006 without reforms to bring its 

most flawed provisions back in line with the
Constitution. It passed up an opportunity 
to ensure adequate judicial oversight of the 
surveillance powers authorized in the Act. 
However, lawmakers did impose four-year 
“sunsets” (or expiration dates) on three of 
the more controversial provisions, ensuring 
that Congress will have to revisit the issue. 
See www.reformthepatriotact.org.

5. Misuse and Abuse of National 
Security Letter Provisions. One year 
after the reauthorization of the Patriot Act, 
the Inspector General of the Department 
of Justice reported that the FBI had repeat-
edly abused its authority to issue National 
Security Letters (NSLs) under Section 505 
of the Patriot Act. The FBI significantly
understated the number of NSLs it issued, 
even in reports to Congress. NSLs were 
issued to get immediate phone call infor-
mation based on “exigent circumstances” 
when none existed. Agents had illegally 
issued letters requesting information about 
individuals without evidence or suspicion 
of a connection to a criminal suspect or 
target of an intelligence investigation. 

6. Government Secrecy. The Bush 
administration has been one of the most 

Equal Exchange products are available at the
Syracuse Real Foods Co-op

618 Kensington Road

Empowering Farmers
When you choose Equal Exchange fairly traded coffee, tea 
or chocolate, you join a network that empowers farmers in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia to:
    • Stay on their land

    • Care for the environment

    • Farm organically

    • Support their family

    • Plan for the future

Velvra Shad, Mwika Mrimbo 
Uurwo Primary Society, KNCU 
Cooperative, Tanzania

www.equalexchange.coop

Abuses of Power / from cover
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secretive and nontransparent in our history. 
The Freedom of Information Act has been 
weakened, the administration has led a 
campaign of reclassification and increased
secrecy by federal agencies (including 
the expansion of a catch-all category of 
“sensitive but unclassified” and efforts
by Cheney to thwart examination of his 
office’s classification procedures), and has
made sweeping claims of “state secrets” 
to stymie judicial review of many poli-
cies that infringe on civil liberties. It even 
refused to grant government investigators 
the security clearances they needed to in-
vestigate the NSA wiretapping program. It 
has also expressed interest in prosecuting 
journalists under the Espionage Act of 
1917, essentially trying to quell the media’s 
role in exposing questionable, illegal and 
unconstitutional conduct.

7. No Fly and Selectee Lists. The No-Fly 
list was established after 9-11 to keep track 
of people the government prohibits from 
traveling because they have been labeled 
as security risks. People on the selectee list 
are subjected to additional security screen-
ing and questions. Since 9-11, the number 
of similar watch lists has mushroomed, 
all with mysterious or ill-defined criteria
for how names are placed on the lists, and 
with little recourse for innocent travelers 
seeking to be taken off them. These lists 
name an estimated 30,000 to 50,000 people. 
The lists are so erroneous that children and 
several members of Congress have been 
flagged. See www.aclu.org/nofly.

8. Political Spying. Government agencies 
– including the FBI and the Department of 
Defense – have conducted their own spying 
on innocent and law-abiding Americans. 
Through the Freedom of Information 
Act, the ACLU learned the FBI has been 
consistently monitoring peaceful groups 
such as the Quakers, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, Greenpeace, the 
Arab American Anti-Defamation Commit-
tee and, indeed, the ACLU itself. Recently 
the NYCLU learned that the NY Police 
Department had spied on hundreds of 
peace and social justice groups, including 
the Syracuse Peace Council, before the 
2004 Republican National Convention. 
See www.aclu.org/spyfiles.

9. Abuse of Material Witness Stat-
ute. In the days and weeks after 9-11, 
the government gathered and detained 
many people – mostly Muslims in the US 
– through the abuse of a narrow federal 

technicality that permits the arrest and brief 
detention of “material witnesses,” or those 
who have important information about a 
crime. Most of those detained as material 
witnesses were never treated as witnesses to 
the crimes of 9-11, and although they were 
detained so that their testimony could be 
secured, in many cases, no effort was made 
to secure their testimony. The government 
has apologized for wrongfully detaining 
thirteen people as material witnesses. 
Some were imprisoned for more than six 
months and one actually spent more than a 
year behind bars. A Department of Justice 
report documented mistreatment and abuse 
of some of these detainees.
 

10. Attacks on Academic Freedom. The 
Bush administration has used a provision in 
the Patriot Act to engage in “censorship at 
the border” to keep scholars with perceived 

political views the administration does 
not like out of the US. The ACLU filed
a lawsuit charging that this ideological 
exclusion is being used to prevent people 
in the US from hearing speech protected 
by the First Amendment. Also, government 
policies and practices have hampered aca-
demic freedom and scientific inquiry. The
government has moved to over-classify 
information and has engaged in outright 
censorship and prescreening of scientific
articles before publication. See www.aclu.
org/exclusion. 

To get involved locally in the fight to restore
our civil liberties, contact Barrie Gewanter 
at the CNY Chapter of the ACLU (471-2821) 
or Carol Baum at SPC (472-4578)

This article was adapted by Barrie Gewanter 
from an ACLU fact sheet. 

PROUDLY SWEATING FOR LIBERTY

Barrie Gewanter, director of the CNY 
ACLU, headed a bus of 35 people from 
around the area that joined a group of 2000 
for the June 26th Day of Action in swelter-
ing Washington DC. While the ACLU has 
held national conferences before, this was 
the first time they, with the help of other
groups, organized such a massive lobby-
ing trip for members and non-members 
from around the country. “We were just 
looking for anyone who was interested to 
get on the bus. And they did,” Barrie said. 
First-timer Amy Lawson remarked that 
“First Amendment rights don’t exercise 
themselves. If we want change, even if 
we only want debate about change, we 
(the people) have to assemble, we have 
to petition, we have to speak up.”

The group’s lobbying focused primarily 

on the injustices of the Military Commis-
sions Act (MCA), including the treatment 
of detainees in US custody. They asked 
representatives to sponsor and vote for the 
Habeas Corpus Restoration Act (HCRA) 
and the Restoring the Constitution Act. 
Notably, Walsh’s aide assured those who 
met with him that he would discuss the 
HCRA with Walsh along with the other 
issues concerning the MCA. Barrie re-
ported that “Walsh’s aide suggested that 
some actions have gone beyond what was 
expected; there was an acknowledgement 
that there’s been an abuse of power.” 

It appears that the Day of Action 
attained many of its goals. “We showed 
that we don’t take justice for granted in 
Central New York,” Barrie stated.

– Liz Brace

Photo: Joe Leonard



        SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
 22  23   24    25   26   27    2820    

 29   30          3          

12 13     15  16 17  18     

  20  21   22  23  24  25     

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30 
pm. Main entrance to the NYS 
Fairgrounds.
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Vigil Against the Death Penalty. 
Columbus Circle, noon-12:30pm, 
Bill Cuddy, 474-7437.
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SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave. 
Aly, 472-5478.  Call to confirm.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Adams St. and Rt. 81.

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drummer 
Cafe, 6-10pm. 1 Public Square,  
Watertown. 782-0595.

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

EVERY THURS: Women's Voices 
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8pm.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting , Contact 472-5478 for 
time & location. 

EVERY WED:Open Figure Draw-
ing. 7-10pm. Westcott Commu-
nity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 

Every Other Tues. Partnership for 
Onondaga Creek Mtg. 6pm, Brady 
Faith Center, Lionel 395-3103. Call 
to confirm time & place.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,  
3pm Hanover Square. Prep be-
gins at 12:30 at 560 Allen Ave.  
218-5481.

Cooperative Federal Credit Union: 
Quickbooks Workshop, 6-8pm,SW 
Economic Business Res. Ctr., 506 W. 
Onondaga St. Lori 471-2720. 

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends. St. Andrew’s Church, 
124 Alden St, 5pm every 1st & 3rd 
Sunday, 636-7726. 

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 924 
Burnet Ave. 472-5478. Free 
Pizza!

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm, 
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave. 
Aly, 472-5478. Call to confirm.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm.  Rt. 20 (Albany St.) and 
Lincklean St. (Cazenovia).

PNL Calendar Deadline. 924 
Burnet Ave., Syr., NY 13202 or 
pnl@peacecouncil.net

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30 
pm. Rt. 57 and Vine St., Village of 
Liverpool .

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition. Monthly potluck 
meeting. 4-7pm, 208 Slocum 
Ave. 478-4571.

EVERY SAT: Democracy 
Now! Excerpts from the week’s 
stories. Sat. 9-11am on Time 
Warner Cable Channel 98.

Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm, 
446-5940. Help line 635-9230. 

Holistic Moms Picnic Potluck,  
6pm. RSVP: Melanie 633-2479, 
Free.

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. TW Ch. 98.  People for 
An i mal Rights.

EVERY THURS:  Talk to a Lawyer.  
Westcott Com m. Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave.  
6-8pm. Free. 478-8634. 

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic for 
Youth. 5-7pm. Brady Faith Ctr, 404 
South Ave. Jessica, 472-5478.

EVERY SUN: Common Threads, 
Acoustic music on WAER 88.3 
FM, 2-5pm.

Art Exhibit: Bag-It, Works by 
Lori Crawford and Protraits by 
Brantly Carrol. Community Folk 
Art Center, 805 E. Genesse St., 
442-2230, through 7-31.

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic for 
Youth. 5-7pm. Brady Faith Ctr, 404 
South Ave. Jessica, 472-5478.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition Meeting:  5:30 pm, CNY 
Labor Federation, 404 Oak St., 
Syracuse, Andy 472-5478.

Walking Tour-Matilda Joslyn 
Gage's Fayetteville. 4pm, 637-
9511, Foundation@MatildaJosly
nGage.org, $5.

Walking Tour- Historic Fayette-
ville Cemetery  10am. 637-9511, 
Foundation@MatildaJoslynGage.
org, $5.

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil,  12 noon - 
1pm, Cortland Post Office, Main St., 
cmaxfield@usadatanet.net.

EVERY THURSDAY: Eastside 
Neighborhood Farmers’ Market. 
Lexington Park, 3-8pm, E. Genesee 
and Columbus,  Kate 470-4893, 
EastsideNFM@gmail.com

CALL FOR ARTISTS: Exhibition 
and Film Festival on AIDS, Deadline 
8/1, Community Folk Art Center, 
442-2230, cfac@syr.edu

Expressing Our Nature - trans-
gendered community, 7-9 pm, 
meetings at St. Andrew’s Catholic 
Church, 124 Alden Street.

WOMEN’S COFFEEHOUSE,@ 
Sage Upstate , 6–9 pm;  Social-
izing with Sage Upstate women. 
SAGE/Upstate Drop-In Center, 
First English Lutheran Church, 
501 James. 478-1923.

SUN/ Southwest Action Commit-
tee, 7pm, Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave., 476-7475.

Southside United Neighbors/
Southside Coalition Mtg. 7pm, 
Payton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. 
476-7475.  

SUN/Westside Coalition, 7pm, Brown 
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30 
pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina 
St. (Valley).

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. E. Genesee St. (Rt. 
370/31) and Syracuse St. (Rt. 48) 
Baldwinsville.
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“Sundays in the Park” : Clark 
Reservation, Nature sketching and 
journaling. Meet at Nature Center, 
2pm. 492-0067 or 446-0263.

Westcott Community Art Gal-
lery:John Swank, Photographic 
Exhibition, through 7-29. 826 
Euclid Ave. 478-8634.
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Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm, 
446-5940. Help line 635-9230. 

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave. 
Aly, 472-5478. Call to confirm.

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic 
for Youth. 5-7pm. Spanish Action 
League, 700 Oswego St., Jessica, 
472-5478.

28

Vigil Against the Death Penalty. 
Columbus Circle, noon-12:30pm, 
Bill Cuddy, 474-7437.

Local Cost of the War Mtg, 7pm, 
SPC, Jessica, 472-5478.

REMEMBER
HIROSHIMA!

Dramatic Procession for a Nuclear 
Free Future, Gather near City 
Hall at 11:30, procession begins 
promptly at noon. Carol, 472-5478. 
See page 3.

24  25     

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition Meeting:  5:30 pm, CNY 
Labor Federation, 404 Oak St., 
Syracuse, Andy 472-5478.

Still Looking for a Good 
Book? See pages 10-11.

Check out the Pan-African 
Village and Iroquois Village at 
the New York State Fair. August 
23-September 3.

Cooperative Federal Credit Union: 
Quickbooks Workshop, 6-8pm,SW 
Economic Business Res. Ctr., 506 W. 
Onondaga St. Lori 471-2720. 

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Syracuse Peace Coun cil
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