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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are communitybased, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our
supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make
these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down
the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and
justice is an economic system that places human need above
monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat
of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect
each other. In both, we are committed to nonviolent means
of conﬂict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Andy Mager

Syracuse to Host Largest Anti-War Demo
since Viet Nam!
SPC will host the largest anti-war demonstration in decades in Upstate New York.
Don’t miss it: Saturday, September 29 at
1 pm at the Everson Plaza in downtown
Syracuse. A short rally will be followed by
a march to the Syracuse University quad
where a closing rally will be held.
SPC has been working with over
30 groups in a new regional effort – the
Upstate NYAnti-War Network. The effort
grew out of meetings between SPC and the
newly formed active duty chapter of Iraq
Vets Against the War at Ft. Drum (IVAW).
The response has been overwhelming,
with contingents expected from Buffalo to Albany and Binghamton to
Watertown! Many hands and minds are

needed to make this mobilization succeed.
The demands for the march are:
1. Immediate, complete, unconditional
US withdrawal (including private
contractors)
2. Full beneﬁts for returning vets
3. Reparations to the Iraqi people
4. Money for jobs, education, and healthcare, not occupation and warfare
The day’s events will be followed by
a regional networking meeting to discuss
follow up work. Local planning is being coordinated by SPC’s Local Cost of
the War committee which meets every
Wednesday. To get involved, contact
Carol or Jess.

An Affinity for
Action

Earlier this year members of
SPC’s Local Cost of the War
committee (LCW) formed an
afﬁnity group to complement
LCW’s educational and political work. The group’s goal is to
carry out nonviolent direct action
to help end the occupation of
Iraq. As Dr. King said, through SPC’s affinity group stages their tableau in downtown
direct action we demonstrate our Syracuse on August 14, 2007. Photo: Carla Pittarelli
commitment to “dramatize [an]
issue that can no longer be ignored.”
are arranged on the SPC website and in
Our efforts to date have been modest: the e-newsletter.
organizing two actions that led to arrests at
The afﬁnity group’s May 15 action at
the Federal Building; starting a new peace the Federal Building led to ﬁve arrests on
outreach presence outside the Regional Federal misdemeanor charges. After two
Market each Saturday; and creating a t- court appearances, all charges were dismissed
shirt with the message: “US out of Iraq in the “interest of justice and lack of prosNOW!” We also developed an anti-war ecutorial interest.” Additionally, a series
tableau that will be displayed at a variety of pre-trial conferences have been held in
of public venues throughout September. Syracuse City Court for two afﬁnity group
Tableau venues will be announced as they members arrested at the Federal Building

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
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Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net

in March. Another pre-trial conference is
set for September 13.
The afﬁnity group welcomes your ideas,
energy, and active participation. To ﬁnd out
more (or to buy a T-shirt–only $10 each)
please contact Paul Frazier at 475-2811 or
Mike Pasquale at 446-2720.
–Paul Frazier and Mike Pasquale

SPC Move Takes Back Seat
to Organizing

Last month we reported that SPC expected
to move to the new Syracuse Center Peace
and Social Justice in September. With all
the upcoming organizing (see the rest of
this section) and some delays in renovation work, the move won’t come until late
October at the earliest. Offers of help are
always welcome! We’ll keep you posted.
Contact Andy.

Youth March
Against the War

The youth of Syracuse are tired of being
lied to, tired of being taken advantage of
and tired of the apathy many people have
adopted towards the war in Iraq.
On August 20, we youth took to the
streets in an effort to show the powers that
be our frustration.

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Onondaga Land Rights:

The Search for Justice Continues
Tuesday, September 25, 7:30 pm
The Warehouse
Fayette and West Sts. (downtown)

The Onondaga Nation and SPC’s
NOON group are preparing for the
Onondaga’s ﬁrst court hearing on
Thursday, October 11 in Albany.
Get all the latest information from
Tim Coulter, Executive Director
of the Montana-based Indian Law
Resource Center and a lawyers
representing the Onondagas in their
Land Rights Action and others.
FREE
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SPC in Action / from previous page
In a march organized by our youth
group (with a little support from the Peace
Council), a few charismatic speakers emphasized the ﬁner points of the injustices
dealt with in Iraq at several stops along the
way. The speakers covered a broad range
of topics, such as US Imperialism, the lies
of the military and the brutality occurring
during the Iraq occupation. Our group of
over 30 teenagers and supporters received
words of encouragement, peace signs from
bystanders, and multiple supportive honks
from passing drivers as we marched through
downtown Syracuse.

and ﬁnally hope, that if enough people
choose to act, another world is possible.
Hiroshima Day has been commemorated in Syracuse for over thirty years. This
year’s event was organized by the American Friends Service Committee, Citizens
Awareness Network, Peace Action of CNY
and the Syracuse Peace Council.

Thanks to Summer Interns

This summer we were fortunate to have
three interns who had diverse interests,
but all of whom were committed to the
work of SPC.
Rebecca Barrett was especially inter-

Weekly Peace Outreach
The Republicans keep lying. The
Democrats keep vacillating and SPC
keeps up the “street heat.”

Tuesdays: 4:45-5:30 pm
Also every Saturday 9-10 am in front
of the Regional Market on Park St.
September 4 J a m e s S t r e e t a n d
Thompson Rd. (Northside)
September 11 S. Salina St. and E.
Colvin St. (Southside)
September 18 Rt. 695 exit ramp to
W. Genesee St. (Fairmount)
September 25 E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt)
October 2 Geddes St. and W. Genesee
St. (Westside)
last. Nate’s energy, organizational skills and
persistence have enabled him to make great
progress on his two main projects: organizing
beneﬁt garage sales for September 8 and 15
(see notice on page 16) and reaching out
to faith communities. During his coming
senior year at SUNY Oswego Nate plans
to remain connected to SPC.

Syracuse youth activists set off on a march from Forman Park in Syracuse on August 20. The group
plans to continue organizing and seeking to activate more young people. Photo: Carol Baum

In these times of war, in the city of
Syracuse at the very least, there is a sense
of displeasure with the government – and
a sense that the people are ready to do
something about it.
The youth organizers plan to continue
working together and seek others to join
in their efforts. To learn more, call SPC or
see www.peacecouncil.net/youth.
–Evan Braun

Marching for a
Non-Nuclear Future

August 6 and 9, 2007 was the 62nd anniversary of the US’ dropping nuclear bombs
on Japan, ﬁrst on Hiroshima and then on
Nagasaki. Over 200,000 people were killed.
Every year we gather in a solemn procession
to remember the victims and to say NO to
nuclear weapons and nuclear power and
YES to a responsible energy policy.
We marched through downtown Syracuse to a slow drumbeat, in mourning, anger
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ested in helping organize events. She worked
on the Hiroshima Day Procession and assisted with the weekly peace outreach. She
also cheerfully accomplished many of the
mundane ofﬁce tasks which are so crucial
to keeping an organization running. We’re
thrilled that Becca, a Le Moyne student,
plans to stay involved with anti-war activism and will help deepen the connections
between Le Moyne and SPC.
Liz Brace, a Middlebury College
student interested in journalism, brought
her fresh eyes to the Peace Newsletter this
summer. She threw herself into editorial
committee work, researching, editing and
writing articles. We especially appreciate
the hours she spent making certain the
Activist Contact list (see pages 21-22)
was accurate and would make sense to the
average person.
Nate Hughes is perhaps the ﬁrst business major to work as an SPC intern, but if
there are more like him, we hope he’s not the

Iraq War Resisters

On the evening of August 24 over 100
people were deeply moved by the passionate and heartening stories of Iraq war
resisters Sgt. Camilo Mejia and Spc. Eli
Israel. A full day of events, hosted by SPC,
included a press conference, book signing
of Sgt. Mejia’s memoir Road to Ar Ramadi,
meeting with members of the local chapter
of Veterans for Peace (VFP) and the Fort
Drum Chapter of Iraq Vets Against the War
(IVAW), a potluck dinner and ﬁnally, the
evening program at St. Lucy’s.
Both soldiers courageously declared
themselves conscientious objectors while
in the military and now speak out about the
“real” war in Iraq. They made it clear that
our worst fears regarding governmental
deceptions are true. Eli told of web sites
supporting soldiers who want to resist
being blocked by the military. Camilo
revealed that in 2003 he was one of only
22 soldiers AWOL (absent without leave).
Latest Pentagon statistics place that number
at 10,000. Their inspirational words chal-

continued on page 16

Power to the Peaceful
Jessica Maxwell
Bush’s approval rating has dropped as low as
any US president since such polling began.
Instead of seizing the moment and taking
a stand, the Democrats in Congress have
done just about as little as they possibly
could – and the US public has rewarded
them with an equally low public approval
rating. We have to take matters into our
own hands and stop letting them push the
benchmarks further away.
How? Through persistent,
aggressive, creative, nonviolent
actions.

Syracuse. This is the ﬁrst large event coorganized by the Ft. Drum chapter of Iraq
Vets Against the War. A large, energetic
turnout will demonstrate strong public
support for military resisters at our local
military base – which also happens to be
the base sending the most deployments to
Iraq. A strong event early in the semester
could also serve as an organizing tool for
students at high schools and universities
to mobilize their campuses.

9745 (newyork2@iraqsummer.org), or Bill
Cross at bcross@twcny.rr.com.

AGITATE
From direct actions to street theatre, agitation always draws attention to our issue,
sometimes actually impedes the ability
of the government to carry out its war
(for example blockades of military shipments and support for military resisters),
and can often be inspiring and fun for all
those involved – participants and
bystanders.

AgitProp

EDUCATE
SPC’s Local Cost of the War
committee can offer support
by lending you a ﬁlm (Sir, No
Sir, The Ground Truth, Iraq for
Sale), supplying ﬂyer templates
and outreach/publicity support,
and helping to arrange for local
speakers, including peace activists, veterans, military families,
and youth.

ORGANIZE

Just wearing a t-shirt against the
war or a “Jail Bush” button can
be an interesting experience as
you go about your daily activities.
Distributing anti-war materials is
the next step. Consider picking up
ﬂyers and other materials in bulk
from SPC to distribute at your local
coffee shop, an upcoming meeting,
or other relevant venue.
PNL Graphic: Jeff Passetti.

When it comes right down to it, talking
to the people around us at work, in our
neighborhoods, at school, is one of the
most important things we can do to build
a movement. Mobilizations are another
way to get new people involved while
building the energy and visibility of the
movement.

Upcoming events
Westcott Street Cultural Fair (Sept. 23)
At this year’s cultural fair, SPC’s Local
Cost of The War committee is organizing
a peace contingent in the parade. The parade leaves at 11:30 am from the Westcott
Community Center. Bring your own sign,
or carry one of ours.
September 29 Upstate NY Regional Mobilization to End the War
This event will include opening and closing
rallies and a march followed by regional
networking meetings all held right here in
Jessica is an SPC staffperson and member of
the Local Cost of the War Committee.

No War, No Warming (Oct. 21-23)
Join thousands from across the country for
actions that will include civil disobedience
to take over Capitol Hill. Contact SPC if
you’re interested in organizing transportation. Find out about the event at www.
nowarnowarming.org.
United for Peace and Justice Regional
Antiwar Demonstrations (Oct. 27)
SPC will be sending buses down to the
New York City demonstration. There will
be six to eight major regional demonstrations happening at the same time across the
US. To help with the organizing, contact
Jessica (see page 3). For more information
see: www.unitedforpeace.org.

New Groups
Two new groups have formed out of the
organizing to end the US occupation of
Iraq: Youth Against War and an active local Veterans for Peace chapter. Both are
meeting regularly. To get involved with
youth anti-war organizing, contact Toby
Luft at 430-1079. To get involved with
VFP, contact Dave Lester at (315) 345-

Ongoing actions
Join the weekly peace outreach (see
page 4) or organize one in your community.
SPC can provide support by helping you
ﬁnd others in your area and assisting with
materials. A local anti-war afﬁnity group
is organizing tableaus (street theatre) at
downtown festivals and outside other events.
Contact SPC for September dates.

Support Local Direct Action
Nationally, the Declaration of Peace project is calling for nonviolent direct actions
from Sept. 14-21. The Iraq Moratorium
Project is calling for actions the third
Friday of each month, beginning on the
International Day of Peace, Sept. 21. See
www.declarationofpeace.org and http://
iraqmoratorium.org/
For more information on direct action,
or for help forming your own action group,
contact Jessica.

WIN!
While we ﬁght against war itself and
struggle for a better world, every victory
should be claimed and celebrated. Standing up on principle to promote peace and
social justice is important, but winning is
the goal.
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Roots of Peacemaking
Peacemaking:: Indigenous Values,

Crisis

This is an aerial view of Onondaga Lake embraced by the Everlasting Tree Wampum Belt. The Belt stands for the permanence of the Iroquois Confederacy. It is to protect the Grand
Council by keeping the eyes of the 50 civil leaders free from dust or harmful thoughts. The belt is displayed whenever the Grand Council sits. It represents an everlasting Tree of Peace,
growing high into the Spirit World for all nations to see. Under this Tree the Peacemaker placed a general fire to burn forever, Onondaga, the Council Place of the Five Nations. At this
council the Peacemaker said, “When you are in a state of great confusion, I will return and again plant The Tree of Peace, and it will become stronger than before, that in the end, the
government and laws of the Confederacy will influence the entire world.” Wampum Belts of the Iroquois, by Tehanetorens.

An International Day of Peace
democracy
Thursday September 20, 200
20077
Free admission, parking and bus shuttles between
Schine, the Warehouse and Onondaga Lake Park
*Haudenosaunee (Six Nations Iroquois)
traditional foods, artisans, speakers, music
and dancing
* Noon: Waters Ceremony to Onondaga Lake
Taiko drummer Koji Nakamura from the Miho
Museum in Japan

* 3 pm Featured Speakers
Evon Peter, Executive Director of Native

Movement; former Chief of the Neetsaii Gwich’in of
Northeastern Alaska

Oren Lyons, Turtle Clan Faithkeeper, Onondaga
Nation; Distinguished Professor at SUNY Buffalo

Audrey Shenandoah, Deer Clanmother,

Onondaga Nation; language teacher, community leader

Tonya Gonnella Frichner, Snipe Clan,

Onondaga Nation; President of American Indian Law
Alliance, North American Representative to the UN
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Jerry Mander, author of In the Absence of the
Sacred; Co-Director of the International Forum on
Globalization (www.ifg.org)

Wendy Gonyea, Denise Waterman, Kent Lyons,
Robi
Sandy Bigtree, Andy Mager, Phil Arnold, Robin
Kimmerer, Jun Yasuda and others.

* 5 pm: Haudenosaunee Social Dancing
Closing
Zenja M. Hyde ‘06

For More Information:
http://rootsofpeacemaking.syr.edu
Or call: 315-443-3861

Supported by SU Chancellor Nancy Cantor and Dean Cathryn R. Newton (Arts and Science), Department
of Religion, Native American Studies, Shumei International, Center for Native People and the Environment
(SUNY ESF), Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation/Syracuse Peace Council and the Onondaga Nation.
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Happy Birthday, Angus
We’re happy to celebrate long-time SPC
activist Angus MacDonald, who will observe his 95th birthday in September. His
words have challenged the capitalist system
responsible for economic inequity, and his
acts of civil disobedience have deﬁantly
fought against US foreign domination and
social injustice. We honor him for his deep
commitment, his knowledgeable insight, and
his inspiring passion, which encourages
so many of us to go forward.

to combating the scourge of racism has
always impressed me.
– Andy Mager

My Codefendant

I am honored that Angus and I (with three
others) are codefendants in a trial about our
unwanted presence outside the doors of the
Federal Bldg. Angus, without intention,
continues to show us what compassion,
dignity, and gentle determination for justice look like.
Happy Birthday, you loving troublemaker.
– Rae Kramer

My Mentor

Over the years many have read Angus’ letters
to the Post-Standard. Angus is staunchly
anti-racist, anti-nuclear, anti-capitalist,
anti-imperialist and pro-feminist. Deeply
concerned about global warming, Angus is
a pessimist determined to keep a humane
and constructive outlook.
Probably few know that Angus’ career
of progressive political engagement goes
back with SPC to the 1930s. Or that Angus
is a World War II vet or that he used to be
a prison guard.
Angus is part of my earliest SPC
memories – reaching back to the seventies. At meetings in that era he was – and
continues to this day to be – a man burning
with ideas and passion. From very early
on, Angus has been convinced that the 9/11
ofﬁcial story is enormously ﬁshy.
Angus is my mentor; we seem to have
entwined destinies. We’ve been arrested
together several times – at Ft. Benning
protesting the School of the Americas and
twice (2003, 2007) at our local Federal
Building protesting the Iraq War.
In her last several years Sylvia, my late
mom, and Angus – widow and widower
– grew close. Angus and I even share the
same birthday and always, together with
my partner Ann, celebrate it together.
Each Tuesday afternoon and Saturday
morning the three of us are among those
taking part in SPC “outreach” (see page
4). If you pass by, be sure to honk. Angus
– sitting in a yellow lawn chair – will be
tabulating every beep.
– Ed Kinane

My Inspiration

Angus has been an inspiration to younger
activists for years, which now includes

Transformation
Angus being arresting for protesting the Iraq War
at the Syracuse Federal Building in 2003.

almost everyone! His gentle manner, hard
core anti-capitalist beliefs, and life-afﬁrming
spirit have strengthened and challenged me
and many others. Who could not be moved
by how beautiful he looked during his ﬁrst
arrest – at the age of 90? Who could not
be inspired by his refusal to give up his
efforts for peace and social justice? In the
September 2002 Peace Newsletter Angus
wrote a short piece called, “Capitalism
Must Go.” As I hear his voice in my mind,
its conclusion brings tears to my eyes and
energizes my soul: “Considering alternatives to capitalism is the second most
dangerous undertaking in the world. The
most dangerous is to do nothing.”
– Carol Baum

My Co-worker

I’ve had the pleasure of working with Angus MacDonald throughout my 25 years
of connection with the Syracuse Peace
Council. I recall Peace Newsletter committee meetings in his ﬂat near Onondaga
Park where Angus enchanted us with his
tales and his wife Barbara’s cookies. One
recollection which stands out is Angus
telling of mimeographing some of the
early PNLs for Norman Whitney in the
late 1930s. Angus’ passionate commitment

Daddy, read you
“A child’s prayer”
who diapers
with loving care
has been living with folks
who live to kill
every valley corpse valley
each hill corpse hill
well, daddy is home
in the Land of the Free
with hot glaring eyes
and P.T.S.D.
daddy, who loved
to sing and shout
is a hand grenade
with its pin pulled out.
– Angus MacDonald

Note from Angus: Shortly after the
end of the Viet Nam War, I gave a talk
about post traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) at my church. After the service
a woman approached me and said, “I
know what you are talking about. My
husband came home from Viet Nam
with PTSD. Before I divorced him he
had afﬂicted injuries on two of our
children, which will limit and pain
them as long as they live.”
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Continued Nonviolent Actions in Bil’in, Palestine:
The Puerto Rican Connection
On Sunday, September 16, at 7 pm at the Westcott Community
Center (826 Euclid Ave., Syracuse), Palestinian photojournalist Emad Bornat and Puerto Rican peace activist Tito Kayak
will speak and show documentaries. They were both in Bil’in,
Palestine last April for the Second Annual International Conference Advocating the Use of Nonviolence. Their US speaking
tour – “Puerto Rico to Palestine: Uniting Struggles in Defense
of the Land” – is sponsored locally by the North Central NY
Conference United Methodist Task Force on Peace with Justice
in Palestine/Israel.
A 7 pm potluck will accommodate those observing Ramadan and provide an opportunity for fellowship. The program
begins at 7:45.
On April 20, 2007, Tito climbed a nine-story surveillance
tower which is part of the Apartheid Wall near Bil’in. He unfurled
the Palestinian ﬂag and remained perched there for hours, during
an international press conference with Nobel Peace Laureate
Mairead McGuire and former Palestinian Authority Minister
of Information Moustafa Barhgouti. This generated extensive
international press coverage.
Emad, who ﬁlmed Tito’s action, has documented Bil’in’s thirty
months of nonviolent struggle to reclaim their stolen land and end the
Israeli occupation. In 2006, he was arrested and beaten for ﬁlming
soldiers as they came during the night to arrest a 14-year-old for

throwing stones. His
ﬁrst ﬁlm, One Year of
Peaceful Resistance,
won second prize at
the 2007 Al-Awda
Film Festival in San
Diego.
Both Tito and
Emad continue their
nonviolent struggles
in defense of their
l a n d s . R e c e n t l y Puerto Rican peace activist Tito Kayak atop an
surveillance tower where he unfurled a
Tito and ﬁve other Israeli
Palestinian flag. Photo: puertoricotopalestine.org
Puerto Rican activists climbed a crane to prevent the illegal construction of luxury
condos, which would prevent public access to the public beaches
of Old San Juan. He was hospitalized from injuries incurred in
the action. Meanwhile, Emad continues to ﬁlm the weekly demonstrations in Bi’lin. Recently he documented 200 settler families
moving illegally into an incomplete condominium settlement,
despite a pending Israeli High Court decision to determine the
legality of the settlement.
All are invited to attend. For more information contact Linda
Bergh at (315) 492-8507.

Open: Mon-Sat 11a-8p
Sundays 12-5p
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Beyond the Rhetoric of Withdrawal:
Our Unknown Air War Over Iraq
Ed Kinane
A key element of the drawdown plans,
not mentioned in the President’s public
statements, is that the departing American troops will be replaced by American
airpower....
The American air war inside Iraq is
perhaps the most signiﬁcant – and underreported – aspect of the ﬁght against the
insurgency.
– Seymour M. Hersh, “Up in the Air,”
Nov. 29, 2005, New Yorker
There’s an air war over Iraq. It’s invisible (here). It’s deadly (there).
The Iraq air war may be the longest
such war in history. In one way or another
it has been undermining Iraq’s sovereignty,
destroying its infrastructure, and killing and
maiming Iraqis for some 16 years.
Despite global pressure to withdraw,
Bush Inc. – and indeed the broader US
power structure – has no intention of giving up Iraq. The potential oil bonanza is
too huge. And Iran – with its oil bonanza
– is next door.
That air war is intensifying. The US
dropped ﬁve times as many bombs in Iraq
during the ﬁrst six months of 2007 as it
did in the ﬁrst half of 2006.1
“When the troops are cut, we’ll still be
bombing the hell out of the place.”2

Terror from the Sky
The high tech mayhem of the First Gulf War
and that of the 2003 “Shock and Awe” air
attack got plenty of media play. Although
bloody and intensely dramatic, these were
ﬂeeting episodes.
Since the beginning of the US occupation the media has largely ignored the
airborne terror visited on Iraq. Besides
“boots on the ground” stories, our corporate media feeds us a daily diet of horror.
It features ghastly suicide bombings and
the havoc of roadside explosive devices.
It pumps us full of the atrocities others
commit. The balance is wildly askew.
Because most US journalists in Iraq
Ed occasionally writes for the Peace Newsletter. Reach him at edkinane@verizon.net.

are embedded, they cover
the war from the perspective of the US soldiers they
accompany.
“Embeds” seldom accompany chopper or ﬁxedwing pilots and never accompany unmanned Predator
drones – those robot planes
that spew death with no risk
to those guiding them from
afar. So embeds can tell us
little about such operations
and their consequences.
As in most warfare in
recent decades, most Iraq air
war victims are civilians.
According to The Lancet
medical journal study of Iraqi
casualties, between March
2003 and June 2006 coalition air strikes caused over 78,000 violent
deaths in Iraq. Coalition air strikes caused
half of all violent deaths of Iraqi children
under age 15.3
The Pentagon cloaks its airborne missions and their ordnance in secrecy. We
seldom hear of the terror the invader rains
from the sky. We seldom hear about the
civilian-shredding cluster bombs or – as
in the leveling of Fallujah – the civilianigniting white phosphorus. Nor do we hear
about the toxic and radioactive depleted
uranium shells.

A Shameful History
Seymour Hersh’s November 2005 New
Yorker article, “Up in the Air,” led to a ﬂurry
of progressive Internet commentary trying
(with little success) to wake us up. But it
was Dr. Les Roberts and his colleagues’
two Lancet studies of Iraqi war casualties
that revealed the scale of the air war.4
This hecatomb isn’t unique in our history. From the ﬁrebombing of Dresden and
Tokyo, to the atomic bombing of Nagasaki
and Hiroshima, to Korea and South East
Asia, to the ﬁrst Gulf War and now to Iraq
– the air war is the “signature” of US war
making.5
Such air war almost by deﬁnition is
asymmetrical. In Iraq there’s no opposing air force and little or no anti-aircraft
artillery. This pattern, this trend, shapes

Graphic: Tom Lechner, www.tomlechner.com

the world. It is the rogue elephant in our
living room. Such is the denial, however,
that we ignore its rampage.
The air war often targets residences
or residential neighborhoods. From these
areas the equally ruthless (though inﬁnitely
less armed and ﬁnanced) resistance may or
may not have staged an attack, and within
them the resistance may or may not be
seeking shelter.
Aerial bombardment is heinous and
cowardly. Visiting wounded children in
Baghdad hospitals in 2003 heightened my
awareness of the air war. Those memories
reinforce my resolve to live below taxable income: I don’t want to contribute a
penny in federal taxes to the war machine
– whether it kills and maims on land or
from the air.

“Bring Them Home” Isn’t
Enough
Recently some of us were doing weekly
“outreach” – facing oncoming trafﬁc with
anti-war signs during rush hour at a busy
Syracuse intersection. A passing driver,
enraged at our perﬁdy, screamed that his
son had been killed in Iraq.
I had no chance to explain to him our
belief that the best way to support our

continued on page 10
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Air War / continued from page 9
troops is to bring them home. If the man’s
son had never been sent to Iraq, he might
well be alive today.
Since March 2003 US soldiers, many
involuntarily, have been put through hell.
Many US Americans have either empathy
or some connection to one or more of those
soldiers. So, “bring them home” is an apt
message to put out there.
But that slogan is incomplete; it
needs augmenting by other messages that
raise consciousness and look beyond the
eventual withdrawal of most US troops
from Iraq. “Bring them home” must be
accompanied by other messages that,
among other things, expose the air war.
Otherwise, when those soldiers seem out
of harm’s way, people here may move on
to other concerns – leaving the air war as
robust and off the radar as ever.
“Bring them home” doesn’t address
the criminality of the occupation nor the
injustice done to the Iraqi people. It doesn’t
begin to address reparations.
Nor does it acknowledge that as US
forces downsize, many of the surviving
soldiers won’t come home. Some will be
kept in Iraq to train the Iraqi military to
somehow suppress an extremely capable and
committed resistance. Such “Iraqization”
of the war recalls the feckless “Vietnamization” of an earlier era.

Reserve Cannon Fodder
With downsizing, many surviving soldiers
will be deployed elsewhere in the Middle
East. They may be out of harm’s way…
temporarily. But they’ll be on stand-by:
reserve cannon fodder in the perpetual
resource war. Think Afghanistan… or
Iran… or Pakistan….
Whether the soldiers are re-deployed
in the region or rotate home, the phantom
air war won’t go away. Given the current
gaggle of candidates, this seems assured
regardless of who next occupies the White
House.
Here is not the place to review the
candidates and their rhetoric. Sufﬁce it
to say that Hillary Clinton, a leader in the
polls and supposedly part of the opposition, is a hawk.
Like other candidates, Hillary has
ties to hawkish Israel. She also – in this
most corporate-enriching war of all – has
close corporate ties. Not to mention ties to
Bill. Recall that it was Bill who presided
over eight years of low intensity air war
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and genocidal sanctions
on Iraq.

Enforcing the
Empire
Apart from whether any of
the candidates would end
the war, consider the power
structure’s frequently cited
alternative strategy. It’s
embodied in The Iraq Study
Group Report.6 Published
last December, the Report
sought to rectify neo-con
excesses and strategic
blunders.
The Report was compiled by beltway power Herm Bieling (left) and Dick Weiskopf at weekly peace outreach. To
join us, see the September schedule on page 4. Photo: Andy Mager
brokers who fear the Iraq
quagmire is breaking the
US military machine. They fear the Empire Iraq Presence,” July 14, 2007, Associated
Press
will lose its enforcers.
The Report talks a good game: it calls 2. Sydney Schanberg, “The Unseen War in Iraq,”
on Mr. Bush to eventually withdraw most Jan. 24, 2006, Village Voice
US ground forces. But the Report does not 3. Nick Turse, “Our Shadowy Iraq Air War,” May
24, 2007, TomPaine.com
call for US troops to come home.
Rather the soldiers are to be re-de- 4. Les Roberts, et al, “Mortality Before and
ployed nearby. Equally ominous, the Report After the 2003 Invasion of Iraq: Cluster Sample
Survey,” Oct. 29, 2004, The Lancet. Sequel: Les
makes no call whatsoever for US forces Roberts, et al, “Mortality After the 2003 Invasion
7
to vacate Iraq skies. The Report has got- of Iraq: A Cross-Sectional Cluster Sample
ten away with such an egregious lapse in Survey,” Oct. 11, 2006, The Lancet
part because few anti-war activists know 5.Tom Engelhardt, “The Missing Air War in Iraq,”
it’s a problem. Locally and nationally we Dec. 15, 2005, TomDispatch.com
have yet to grapple with what the air war 6. James A. Baker, III and Lee H. Hamilton et al,
means for our work. We have yet to put it The Iraq Study Group Report: The Way Forward
– A New Approach, 2006, Vintage
on the agenda.
Sources
1.Charles J. Hanley, “Air Force Quietly Building

7. See Ed Kinane, “Killing the Goose that Lays
the Golden Eggs: A look at the Iraq Study
Group Report,” Feb. 14, 2007 Uruknet.info; also
reprinted at vcnv.org

Central New York and the Air War
On July 16, 2007 the Syracuse PostStandard ran the following Associated
Press page 1 story headlined: “Air
Force’s robot attack squadron bound for
Iraq: Reaper unmanned aircraft will be
based at Hancock [Syracuse’s airport]
by 2009, the Air Force says.” The continuation on page 5 is headed, “Reaper
is bigger, faster than Predator.”
The article goes on to let the cat out
the bag: “It’s another sign that the Air
Force is planning for an extended stay
in Iraq, supporting Iraqi government
forces in any continuing conﬂict, even
if US ground troops are drawn down

in the coming years.”
And here, in its entirety, is an item
from the July 28, 2007 Post-Standard
headlined, “Lockheed gets $2.4B
Navy ﬁghter contract.” The article
continues, “Lockheed Martin Corp.
[with a plant here in Syracuse], won
a $2.4 billion contract for Joint Strike
Fighter materials and parts, the US
Navy said Friday.
“Lockheed’s aeronautics division based
in Fort Worth, Texas, is building the jets
for the Marines, Air Force and Navy at
an estimated cost of $276 billion, one of
the largest defense contracts ever.”

Bringing Together the Pieces
Karen Hall
After months of planning and preparation,
the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social
Justice became a physical reality on July 20
when the purchase of 2013 East Genesee
Street was completed. If you’ve been following the monthly update column in the
PNL, you know we have many plans for
renovations of the building, but just what
is the plan for this new organization and
the structure it’s being housed in?
The Center began as a vision of coalition building and resource sharing. The
new building will provide a setting for
greater collaboration among organizations
dedicated to bringing about a culture that
values the sacredness of peace, the integrity
of the individual, and the sustenance of
harmonious communities. Central New
York, like most localities in the US, is in
need of civic institutions that have the capability to bring like-minded social justice
groups together.
Unfortunately, the forces in our culture that are impediments to peace have
many local, state and federal institutions
that extend far beyond the branches of the
military. The B1 Bomber, for example, is
manufactured from parts produced in 48
states. This masterful linkage of economic
and labor interests ensures that no congressional representative can vote against the
allocation of funds for the war machines
due to the fear of backlash from constituents when jobs in their state are lost. The
war-making powers have used the past
60 years to embed their interests in our
nation’s economic, political, spiritual and
cultural fabric. The forces for peace will
have to work just as hard to embed nonviolence and social justice into our daily
lives and the structures of our community
and nation.

More than a Building
A building is a structure that represents a
community’s priorities. The city of Syracuse
has demonstrated its priority to business
and tourism by constructing exhibit spaces
directly linked to war: ﬁrst theArmory and
later the Onondaga War Memorial. The reKaren is a writer, teacher, activist and secretary of the Board for the Syracuse Center
for Peace and Social Justice.

gion’s priority values
on industry and trade
are represented in
the space and buildings allotted for the
State Fairgrounds,
the MOST and Museum of Automobile
History.
The facilities we
set aside for peace
are fewer and farther
between, and generally don’t come with
government funding.
The powers that be
have successfully
deﬁned nonviolence
and anti-war protest The Board of the Center (l to r) – Ann Tiffany, Karen Hall, Nick Poulos, and
as political, whereas Melody Holmes (missing are Kanat Bolazar, Sam Feld and Eileen Schell).
demonstrations for Photo: Marla Lender
war and in support
of the military are apolitical and part of
At present, the Center will house ofﬁces
the accepted status quo. This lack of bal- for ﬁve socially involved organizations:
ance is as much a structural issue as it is the American Friends Service Commita political issue, and not all the structures tee, Peace Action, Westcott Community
are intangible.
Center’s Art and Education project, the
Syracuse Peace Council and Citizens
Awareness Network. Staff members and
volunteers from these organizations will
have the opportunity to share ideas and
inspiration across organizational lines. In
time, their memberships and agendas will
reﬂect the cross pollination that working
under one roof will foster. We also hope
that their memberships will expand and
gain in energy and strength as members
from one organization meet and interact
with staff, programs and volunteers from
other organizations.
The Center will also plan programming
that invites non-resident organizations to
share in the resources and opportunities the
new structure fosters. A period of listening
and gathering ideas and needs will take
place after which The Center will announce
workshops and events that the community
is invited and encouraged to attend.
Melody Holmes demonstrates that she belongs
to a working Board! Photo: Karen Hall
2007 is our inaugural year and although
our building has stood on East Genesee
Peace needs to be a tangible priority Street for one hundred years, the Syracuse
as well as a moral value. It is the goal of Center for Peace and Social Justice is in
the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social its infancy. In time, with your energy,
Justice and its members to take the struggle time and commitment, it will become an
for a better world one step deeper into our integral, linking thread in the fabric of
community fabric by creating a signiﬁcant Central New York’s proud peace and social
place for sharing and cooperation.
justice history.
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NEW ORLE ANS: T WO YE ARS
Right to Return:
The Plight of Public Housing in Post-Katrina New Orleans
ones, and not as many of them.
So, as you have probably gathered,
thousands of public housing residents
have been homeless for the past two years
– living under the interstate, in their cars
or in tent cities. On July 4 many public
housing advocacy organizations staged
an occupation of Duncan Plaza, a park
across from City Hall. For one night they
created their own tent city and anyone

a human being. Another man had 30 days
to pay the court $200 or he would be put
In my short time in New Orleans, I have
back in jail. How is a homeless person
participated in protests and rallies directly
supposed to come up with that amount of
addressing the one injustice I feel truly
money without resorting to crime?
captures the social climate of New Orleans
And don’t breathe a sigh of relief for
– the failure to reopen public housing. Before
those who do move into their fancy new
Katrina, New Orleans was home to 5,100
public housing units; please realize that
families in traditional public housing and
their problems are by no means over. These
9,000 families paying rent through the US
newly built structures are so poorly and
Department of Housing and Urban
cheaply made that they will never
Development (HUD) Voucher
survive a strong hurricane. Either ofProgram. In the media, HUD and
ﬁcials haven’t observed what building
New Orleans Mayor Nagin boast
materials withstand hurricanes and
about the huge strides being made
ﬂoods, or perhaps something more
in returning low-income residents
evil is at work here. The only buildto New Orleans, but to date, only
ings that survived Katrina relatively
1,505 families are back in traditional
unscathed are the large, brick public
public housing and 5,500 families
housing units that HUD refuses to open
are in homes paid for through fed– and unfortunately, 4,000 of these
eral vouchers. That leaves 7,095
units have a date with the wrecking
families unaccounted for.
ball so HUD can turn a proﬁt selling
These families would have a
the land to developers. In their place,
place to stay if New Orleans’ public
HUD has decided to build new “stickhousing units were reopened. But
built” or timber framed homes in
the units remain closed although
undesirable areas of town where the
they suffered only minor hurricane
property values are too low to proﬁt
and ﬂood damage. More damage
from. Mark my words, with the next
was caused when the Housing One of the many faces at the Common Ground Family Shelter.
Category 3 hurricane there will be
Photo: Stanislav Kupferschmidt
Authority of New Orleans (HUD’s
more heartbreak for public housing
local branch) forcefully removed
residents when they realize the govresidents and locked them out of the units. was welcome to join in. Many homeless ernment has duped them once again.
HUD’s statement on the right to return after people showed up and I was lucky enough
The message taken home from Katrina
a residentially declared disaster basically to meet them and hear their stories. These is that when disaster happens, those with
says that once the property is repaired people are not living off the government; the most power will seek to rebuild in their
residents can return. Until that time, they they are the working-class poor. They take own image – usually this means white,
will be given a place to stay. In this case, the jobs no one else wants and get paid upper class and highly educated. Anyone
if the buildings aren’t repaired, tenants next to nothing. There is no way they can or anything that doesn’t ﬁt within their
are not permitted to move back in. HUD afford to rent an apartment. In fact, many ideal prototype will be removed from the
claims that it is too expensive to ﬁx these people are becoming homeless because picture. They may have to bend or break
structures, so instead it is building new of the high rent costs in post-Katrina New the law to do it, but they will ﬁnd a way.
Orleans. At this point all of my subcon- These people view disaster not as a tragedy
scious stereotypes were completely thrown but as an opportunity to push their agenda
Jaime is a student at the SUNY College of out the window, and I began to realize
and get rid of anything “unworthy.” In the
Environmental Science and Forestry and just how desperate the situation really is.
words of Richard Baker, a congressman
Syracuse University researching grassroots To add insult to injury, the homeless are
organizing and activism in post-Katrina New often verbally and physically abused by from Baton Rouge, “We ﬁnally cleaned
Orleans (see Jaime’s blog at jaimehazard. menacing police ofﬁcers or arrested on up public housing in New Orleans. We
blogspot.com). Stanislav is a retired social no legitimate grounds. One man was even couldn’t do it, but God did.” In the case of
worker and organizer from Montreal, Canada arrested and charged with impersonating Katrina, this meant leaving public housing
residents on the streets.
who smells oppression from far away.

Jaime Hazard
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August 28, 2007 marked the two-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina – and the disaster continues.
While the government has devoted itself and our country’s ﬁnances to the war in Iraq, what has
happened to New Orleans? We check in with two individuals who spent time in post-Katrina New
Orleans and have seen how far we’ve come (or haven’t come) since 2005. Jaime Hazard and Stanislav
Kupferschmidt worked with Common Ground, an organization founded by New Orleans residents after
Katrina in anticipation of the long struggle to rebuild their homes (see commongroundrelief.org).

No More Turning Away
Stanislav Kupferschmidt
I’ve been working in New Orleans at the
Common Ground 7th Ward Family Shelter,
living with the residents 24 hours a day,
sharing the same food, cigarettes, conversation and space. At times it becomes
extremely hectic, and the noise generated by 13 individuals of all ages can be
overwhelming. But being awoken by kids
who ﬁnd joy in the simple act of a hug or
strange face and playing a role in ﬁnding
families housing in a houseless city make
it worth it.
There’s a feeling of despair here – this
is not the America I thought I knew. The
level of poverty and lack of housing and
sanitation is incomparable to anywhere I
have been in this nation. It’s like I stepped
into a developing nation within the richest
country in the world. Rats and cockroaches
are more common than squirrels or pigeons
and the smell of rot from surrounding
buildings is intense. Rent in the city has
skyrocketed. Many people I talk to explain
the difﬁculties in ﬁnding housing prior
to the storm, with their needs now being
nearly impossible to meet.
Obviously, this desperation turns to
desperate actions. Conﬂicts are rarely
settled through peaceful negotiation but
easily escalate to threats and violence.
Gun shots echo near our shelter every few
days. With little resources, copper piping is
expropriated for income from abandoned
and inhabited homes, schools, churches,
seminaries, housing projects and even
volunteer housing.
Meanwhile, the city and local businesses
brag of the restored parts of New Orleans,
boasting that there are more restaurants
standing than before Katrina. The French
Quarter is bustling with white tourists
ready to throw their money away on beer,
restaurants and strip clubs, oblivious to the
reality of the wasteland three blocks away.
Mocking T-shirts are sold, joking about the
misery the local survivors struggle with

year. One organization, “Abstract Cafe,”
a homeless shelter for over 60 homeless
men, is led by a 63 year-old woman. She
works with no other staff and no salary.
The city and wealthy neighbors are trying to shut down the organization due to
its close proximity to the now gentriﬁed
area east of the French Quarter. As we all
know, people who live in comfort don’t
want to see poverty, let alone live near it,
no matter how widespread it is. Despite all
this, she stands and ﬁghts hourly.
Most of all I cannot overlook this spirit
of resistance in so many of our shelter resi-

every day. Yes indeed, segregation is alive
and thriving in 2007.
Now the city talks of building casinos
over the Lower 9th Ward. The multi-million dollar project would forever erase a
neighborhood where residents have lived
for generations and one has lived for 100
years, determined to stay. In some ways I
am ﬁlled with rage about the city administration expropriating land from low-income
people; on the other hand I cannot
blame its search for the easiest means
to create more capital to deal with
this devastation.
If the billions of dollars taken
from tax payers for this war were
diverted towards rebuilding New
Orleans for just one day, and implemented in an equitable and just way,
the possibilities for hope and renewal
would be there. But the war still
wages and I can’t help but think of
the parallel in consequence and appearance of the violence in Iraq and
the neglect of so many areas in New Workers celebrating their work on the first house in
Orleans that resemble a war zone. the Upper 9th Ward to be built of Structural Concrete
Local and nationwide efforts to Integrated Panels, able to withstand 220 mile hurricane
rebuild are essential and give me hope, winds. This is part of the “Rebuild Green” project. What
but truly are not making enough of you see is the garage; on top of this will be the house
living quarters will be 10 feet above sea level. Photo:
an impact. I’m not being cynical; I –Jaime
Hazard
just can’t say how that will happen
unless those who hold the power of national dents. Single mothers, who want and truly
expenditures have a shift in thinking and believe in a safe and secure New Orleans
stop ignoring the devastation that exists for their children; children who leave the
shelter at 6 am to catch the bus and travel
within their own borders.
Simultaneously, I cannot ignore the to one of few staffed schools; people who
overwhelming resilience and spirit of strength are struggling within this desperate housI have seen here. Amidst the despair of the ing situation and face physical or mental
abandoned 7th Ward, the hopeful laughter health issues; yet all hold an unshakable
of children can be heard. Their families, humor and courage that I have never before
however few, have moved back. They are encountered.
These are the people, immersed in
rebuilding and proudly willing to reestablish
a system of injustice and oppression yet
their lives and homes.
The courage of grassroots organizations still proud and hopeful, working to create
is also stirring. For the sake of solidarity the New Orleans they want to see in the
and action, many volunteers who initially midst of what I initially and still often only
planned to stay for a spring break have perceive as despair. They are the heroes
ended up putting their lives on hold for a of America.
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Fair World
Marketplace
Shop
Fair
Trade
for back to school…
and make
a difference
in the lives of children
both here
and abroad
4471 E. Genesee, DeWitt
446-0326 Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-6

Still keeping your money locked away at a big bank?

Stop funding
global capitalism
Cooperative Federal
723 Westcott Street
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.cooperativefederal.org
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Open to all members of the
Syracuse Peace Council
Savings federally insured to at least $100,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the
United States Government

A Local Economy Where People Matter
ther compounding the problem, the State
supported the building of beltways, like
Route 481, which encouraged business to
move out of cities. The problem is that our
population hasn’t expanded, and someone
has to pay for these things.
Ehrenreich’s third factor in understanding Syracuse’s economic situation,
urban redevelopment, grew out of the
post-WWII development period and an
assumption that the growth would continue indeﬁnitely. The federal government
funded the urban redevelopment project,
which was started in the late 1950s. The
so-called urban redevelopment actually
involved the bulldozing of poorer, “undesirable” neighborhoods inhabited primarily

Syracuse United Neighbors says that “we’re
losing a homeowner every three days on
What does “economic justice” mean to
the south and west sides. The city itself
you? Does it mean equal opportunities for
has only about 40 percent home ownereveryone? Social equality? Is it “an economy
ship – our area is 31 percent. We found
that treats people as if they mattered,” as
we’re losing more and more people.” So,
suggested by Ron Ehrenreich of the Syrawhat are we going to do about this? What
cuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union?
are people already doing to help the city
However you conceptualize it, economic
of Syracuse and work toward economic
justice is an idea that the US, including
justice? “People in city government have
Syracuse, has yet to embody – something
pretty good ideas, but their ability to act on
well worth working toward.
them is minimal because they’re so underresourced,” Ehrenreich said. Fortunately,
What Are the Problems?
a new non-proﬁt organization, Syracuse
Alliance for a New Economy (SANE), is
Ehrenreich noted three factors important
taking on Syracuse’s economic problems
to understanding the economic context in
through the involvement of community
Syracuse: de-industrialization, suburbanizamembers. SANE wants “to hold
tion and urban redevelopment.
governments and corporations
“Syracuse is still suffering from
accountable for the creation of
de-industrialization,” he said.
quality, family-supporting jobs,
Mark Spadafore, CNY Labor
secure health care, affordable
Federation Field Coordinator,
housing and a safe, clean and
agrees. Spadafore said Syracuse’s
healthy environment.”
economy is “pretty consistent to
SANE begins work in an
what you’re seeing nationally. We
area
that already has a number of
were very dependent on heavy
organizations
striving to address
manufacturing which is going
economic
problems.
Prehn’s organiout of the country.” Spadafore
zation,
Syracuse
United
Neighbors,
explained that as the better-pay“teams up with National People’s
ing factory jobs have gone away,
Action against sub-prime lenders
there has been an increase in
to put pressure on large corporaservice sector jobs such as retail,
tions and get them to review and
health care, and hospitality. “It’s
repair loans” and helps community
not like people aren’t working;
members become homeowners
they’re working. But the service
Graphic: Estelle Carol and Bob Simpson, www.carol-simpson.com
and rearrange the terms of their
sector cannot provide them a
loans.
Ehrenreich stated that the
way to sustain themselves in the
community and not be dependent on the by minorities, and “redeveloping” them Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit
government.” Without the sufﬁcient wages, into housing projects. From the Oncenter, Union “deploys capital to under-resourced
beneﬁts and pensions that a factory job Everson Museum and the War Memorial neighborhoods and people,” and provides
would have provided, people don’t know (near State and Harrison Streets) to the technical assistance and ﬁnancial education,
how they’ll retire. “They’re living right hospitals up near Syracuse University, as well as a variety of loan funds to create
on the edge,” Spadafore said, even if they neighborhoods were bulldozed in the ﬁrst-time homebuyers. But no matter how
work two or three jobs. If one thing goes name of urban redevelopment, Ehrenreich much help is out there, the attainment of
explained. The urban redevelopment area economic justice lies in the hands of the
wrong, they could lose everything.
Ehrenreich argued that Syracuse has was then torn apart by the construction of people. “To achieve a real, long-lasting
also suffered because of suburban sprawl. Route 81, which ran right through it. Thus, economic justice,” Ehrenreich said, “people
New York State policies subsidized growth many of the low-income residents who had have to participate in more than just workin the suburbs, providing capital for build- not already been pushed out of the city by ing. They have to have a say about issues
ing outside the city, but little capital was the redevelopment project were forced to in their neighborhood, health and safety,
supplied for revitalizing urban areas. Fur- live on strips of land isolated from the rest about how money is spent.” It all comes
down to speaking up for justice. As Prehn
of the city by the highway.
said, “we need to aggregate enough people
to make enough noise to pull the lever and
Toward
a
SANE
Economy
Liz is completing a summer internship with
the PNL editorial committee, and will be The crisis our community faces now has get something done.”
Contact information for the organizareturning to Middlebury College in the fall. roots in the economic and development
She plans to pursue a writing career.
policies of the past. Today, Phil Prehn of tions mentioned is on pages 21-22.

Liz Brace
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SPC in Action / from page 4
lenge US citizens to actively join and support enlisted men and
women who oppose the Iraq war. We were honored to bring
them here and look forward to a continued relationship with
all vets groups opposing the war and occupation.
–Rose Viviano

Back to School

The Military Alternatives Education Project is gearing up
for fall tabling at high schools and a peace and social justice
oriented career fair for city high school students. Nottingham
senior Fiona Knauss has accepted a three month paid internship
to help with organizing the career fair. If you are interested in
hosting a presentation by MAEP for students, parents or educators, contact Jessica. We can address military recruitment
tactics, student/youth rights related to the military, and facts
about military service.

Denis Halliday Speaks Out for Dr. Dhafir

On June 28, Dr. Denis Halliday, former UN assistant Secretary
General spoke at Syracuse University on The Iraq Sanctions
and the Case of Dr. Raﬁl Dhaﬁr. This internationally known
human rights speaker shared his experience of quitting the UN
in protest of the genocidal policies of the US-imposed sanctions
on Iraq. He also spoke in defense of Dr. Dhaﬁr, an Iraqi born,
Syracuse based oncologist who was prosecuted for his charity
work with Help the Needy, an organization he founded.

The government claimed
that Dr. Dhaﬁr
aided terrorists
(though they didn’t
charge him with
this in court), while
there is ample
evidence that his
only “crime” was
to send food and
medicine to relieve
the suffering of the
Iraqi people. Dr. SPC’s Anti-war T-shirt Brigade roamed through
Dhaﬁr is one of Syracuse festivals and distributed free handmade
many Muslims in t-shirts to anyone who wanted them. Pictured here
this country being is the Brigade at the Blues Fest, where we gave out
persecuted under about ten shirts. People put them on immediately.
Photo: Carol Baum
fraudulent auspices
by the government for supposed terrorist connections. The video
of Halliday’s speech is available online at: www.peacecouncil.
net/video (SPC’s new online video archive). To learn more about
Dr. Dhaﬁr’s case or how to help, check out www.dhaﬁrtrial.net.
–Aly Wane

Garage Sale Blitz

Time to track down your good used or new items to sell, or ﬁgure
out what you need to buy!
September 8th is set for a day of garage sales to beneﬁt
the Peace Council. Come out and support some community
recycling and help slow down business at Walmart, Target, etc.
In addition to raising needed funds for SPC, the sales will also
serve as outreach events with literature, sign up lists and buttons,
bumperstickers, etc. to buy.
The three sales will all run from 9 am to 3 pm at:
401 Scottholm Blvd. (eastside) (Rae Kramer, Lanny Freshman)
622 Dewitt St. (northside) (Kathy Tryon, Cindy Ostuni)
3905 East Rd. in Cazenovia (Aimee Jurista)
We need:
•
good quality items to sell
•
volunteers to help set up and staff the sales
•
folks to buy the items
Call SPC or see www.peacecouncil.net/sales for speciﬁc
information about where and when to drop materials or to sign
up to help.

The Best Little

Hair House

In Fayetteville
200 W. Genesee St.
For Appointment
Call 637-4850
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Peace and Immigrants’ Rights: The
Militarization of Citizenship
Jenna Loyd
When the Senate failed to pass comprehensive immigration reform in June of this
year, many immigrants’ rights activists were
relieved. The Secure Borders, Economic
Opportunity and Immigration Reform Act
of 2007 promised to end the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1965. That historic
act emphasized family uniﬁcation and
partially remedied the noxious national
quota system that favored Europeans and
disfavored people from Asian nations.
Despite charges from anti-immigration
advocates that this summer’s bill granted
‘amnesty,’ it in fact promised to further
criminalize US migration policy, increase
the numbers of enforcement ofﬁcers and
detainment facilities, and place additional
stumbling blocks on the path to legalization
and citizenship.
Immigrants’ rights and just immigration
reform are imperative to the peace movement for two key reasons. First, military
solutions to migration fail to resolve the
social and economic forces fueling migration.
To the contrary, ‘domestic militarization’
– in the form of border militarization and
internal criminalization and policing – increases vulnerabilities to exploitation and
human rights abuses while simultaneously
reinforcing the xenophobic conviction that
entire groups of people endanger the nation
and should be kept out. This brings us to
our second point. Like war, the violence
of militarized solutions is justiﬁed and
obscured through racism, even as charges
of racism are denied by claims that the US
is a nation that respects the rule of law.
Treating migration as a national security
issue creates internal and external enemies
that shore up the popular feeling that the
US is beleaguered. Such perceptions of
insecurity in turn justify militarism as the
key to safety. In short, just immigration
reform is a fundamental part of peace and
justice movements’ long-term efforts to
demilitarize society and craft non-violent
solutions to social conﬂicts.
Jenna Loyd has been part of the immigrants’
rights and anti-war movements in California
and Syracuse. She is a postdoctoral fellow
in the Geography Department at Syracuse
University.

Immigrants’ Rights March in 2006. Photo: www.portlandindymedia.org.

Militarized Border: A Failure of
Legal and Moral Imagination
The US-Mexico border is a military spectacle
that illustrates the utter failure of walls to
stop the movement of people. The Southern border has been increasingly fortiﬁed
since the 1930s, and particularly since the
1994 launch of Operation Gatekeeper (the
same year as NAFTA). Since its creation
soon after Sept. 11, 2001, the Homeland
Security budget has grown dramatically
with a 145% and 118% increase in spending on border security and immigration
enforcement respectively. Nor has the
US-Canadian border been ignored. At a
recent town hall meeting, Congressman
Jim Walsh, reiterated the myth that the
9/11 bombers entered the US across a lax
Canadian border. This myth informs hardline immigration restriction advocates who
want ‘enforcement ﬁrst’before any change
in visa policies or paths to legalization
and citizenship for the approximately 12
million people living here without legal
status. Yet border militarization has not
decreased the numbers of people entering
the US. In fact, fortifying the US-Mexico
border has forced migrants to cross in more
treacherous environs and use exploitative

human smugglers. In the ten years following
Operation Gatekeeper, deaths of migrants
increased from 57 deaths in 1994 to some
422 deaths in 2003.
Since last spring’s historic nationwide
mobilizations of immigrants and their
supporters, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has dramatically stepped
up its raids, a number of which have been
conducted in Central New York. While
ICE claims their efforts are directed at
people with criminal warrants, the vast
majority of those who have been picked
up have been those with civil immigration violations, that is, simply being here
without proper papers. Once arrested these
people are detained in city and county jails
or ICE facilities, where many are put on
the ‘fast track’ to deportation. According
to the Detention Watch Network, 84% of
people in ICE cells (at a cost of $1 billion
annually) receive no legal counsel. This
imprisonment nightmare is a result of the
selective criminalization of immigration
law. In short, since the mid-1980s Congress
has been lengthening the list of immigration offenses yet migrants charged under

continued on next page
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Immigrants / from previous page
these laws are not guaranteed the legal
protections afforded for criminal cases,
including state-provided legal counsel,
prohibition of double jeopardy, and proof
beyond a reasonable doubt. Last year’s
Sensenbrenner bill promised to step up
the criminalization of migration policy by
turning the civil violation of undocumented
presence in the United States into an aggravated felony. Felony convictions make
it impossible to become a US citizen.

Brown Terrorists: The
Criminalization of Immigrants
The trend to criminalize migration is
part of the 20+ year fury of what prison
abolitionist Ruthie Gilmore calls domestic
militarization. Since the early 1980s the
prison population has skyrocketed some
400% to over 2.1 million today. Cages are
being used as ﬁxes for the systematic failure
to fund social welfare and education services and respond to structural joblessness
induced by global economic shifts. This
ﬁx simultaneously establishes new grounds
for asserting white privilege in ever more
precarious times. Inaugurated by Richard
Nixon, the Right’s appeal to ‘law-and-order’
worked to contain the powerful peace and
freedom movements of the 1960s, which
had cracked Jim Crow and won a series
of social welfare entitlements.
Three pieces of Clinton-era legislation are important for understanding how
immigrants also have been ensnared. The
Illegal Immigrant Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) expanded the
list of crimes resulting in deportation and
stripped immigrants charged with certain
crimes of some basic legal rights. The AntiTerrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act
(AEDPA) requires mandatory detention for
any immigrant charged with a crime with
a jail time penalty of one year or longer,
and applies retroactively. In the very same
year as these bills, the destruction of welfare was accomplished by mobilizing the
potent icons of the “black welfare queen”
and the “acquisitive Mexican immigrant”
as scapegoats for growing economic
insecurity. Taken together with Clinton’s
so-called welfare reform, these laws further consolidated a perfect storm of white
supremacist, anti-poor legislation, which
has acted as a veritable dragnet for working class African American, Latino young
people, as well as poor white folks.
Thus, the all too easy conﬂation of
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immigrant with “criminal” or
“terrorist” is enabled by the
equally facile treatment of people
of color – regardless of citizenship
– as criminals. Questioning and
opposing the criminalization of
migrants also means questioning
and opposing the criminalization
of entire groups of US citizens.
Feminist and anti-militarist
Cynthia Enloe explains that the
militarization of citizenship occurs
in conditions in which the military promises to meet everyday
needs (such as housing, health
care, and a college education)
that otherwise are not universally
available. Despite the US’ shrinking welfare state and growing
wealth inequalities, US citizenship itself remains valuable. As
the African American enlistment
rate has plummeted since the early
1980s, the military has turned its
attention to recruiting Latinos,
including offering citizenship to Memorial at the US/Mexico border for those who died
immigrants seeking legal status. making the dangerous journey across the desert.
As Iraq war resister and immigrant Photo: Andrew Burridge
Camilo Mejia explains, war and
the global economic system that creates the war on terror, anti-immigrant sentithe poverty-driving migration are the ment, and the prison industrial complex.
“same struggle, the same injustice.” Thus, But we need to be able to connect the dots
in tandem with the continued destruction among these apparently separate issues in
of public social services and stringent im- order to fully appreciate how militarization
migration restrictions, the militarization of and racism support one another. Thinking
citizenship takes two distinct, but related, about the militarization of citizenship alforms: martialization, or the ‘poverty draft,’ lows us to do this. We are talking about
and criminalization, or mass incarceration. deadly struggles over who is and who is
Military service confers privileges while not a legitimate part of the citizenry. Discriminalization strips citizenship rights, enfranchisement of felons and the creation
but both trends are rooted in sharpened of ‘illegal’ humans are both legal tools that
hierarchies of race and class.
strip political power from entire groups of
people in the service of institutionalized
Immigrants’ Rights are
racial and class hierarchy. Opposing the
ideologies and legal tools that create internal
Human Rights
Demilitarizing US society is a fun- and external enemies is a necessary part
damental aspect of the long term effort to of the peace agenda.

forge nonviolent solutions to social conﬂicts. Immigrants’rights are important for
peace activism because just treatment of
immigrants undercuts the scapegoating and
xenophobia that justify military solutions.
The common belief that immigrants are to
blame for overtaxed health and education
services diverts attention from war and the
vast sums of tax dollars devoted to building
military infrastructures around the world,
from border fences to prison cells.
Peace and social justice activists have
done well to criticize the racism fueling

Detainment Task Force
The Detainment Task Force meets each
Monday at 5:30 pm at the Worker’s Rights
Center of Central New York, located in
Plymouth Church at 232 E. Onondaga.
People involved in the task force are
also working on the New Sanctuary
Movement. All are welcome. To ﬁnd
out more, email me at jloyd@maxwell.
syr.edu or come to a meeting.

Can the Onondagas Find Justice in Our Courts?
Andy Mager

and held onto these documents,
releasing them in 1971 during an
attempted land transfer between
New York State and the Akwesasne
Mohawks.

On October 11 the Onondaga
Nation will begin to argue their
historic Land Rights Action in
Albany Federal District Court.
This is only the latest stage in
Courts and Communities
the Onondaga’s centuries-long
Court decisions are not indepeneffort to maintain their culture
dent of the dialogues and debates
and way of life. Since European
which occur in the communities of
colonization began, the balance of
which they are a part. For nearly
power shifted signiﬁcantly from
seven years, the Peace Council’s
the Onondagas and their fellow
Neighbors of the Onondaga NaHaudenosaunee being the dominant
tion (NOON) project has worked
forces in what is now New York
persistently to share the true hisState to the current situation.
tory of the Onondaga and to call
They enter the courtroom
on our community to live up to
with hesitation, knowing that fair- This historical marker (Frenchman’s Island is on Oneida Lake) alludes
our
highest values. That work
ness in that system, particularly to the bloody legacy of the Van Schaick Expedition and then Sullivanhas made a positive difference in
Clinton Campaign designed to break the back of the Haudenosaunee
toward Native people, has been Confederacy to make way for European-American colonization.
Central New York. It is now time
in very limited supply. Decades Photo: Phil Arnold
to extend these efforts to Albany.
of deliberation occurred before
As peacemakers and justice seekthe Onondagas decided to enter this arena was undertaken by the New York State ers we can do no less.
following the 1974 Supreme Court decision Indian Commission (1919-1922) whose
that opened up the federal courts to such purpose was to investigate the status of Support Justice for Onondaga
cases. An international judicial system Indian welfare and land rights in New York and Environmental Cleanup
would be more appropriate since the dispute State. Republican Assemblyman Edward
involves two sovereign nations.
Everett of St. Lawrence County chaired Courtrooms overﬂowing with supporters
send a clear and unmistakable message to
The Onondagas are conﬁdent that his- the commission.
tory and justice are on their side if only the
Mr. Everett took his mandate seri- judges, elected ofﬁcials and the general
courts would objectively examine the issues. ously and engaged in signiﬁcant historical public. There are many ways you can
The Onondagas will argue that nearly all research in addition to holding hearings participate:
their 3,000 square miles of territory was on the various Native American territories
• come to Albany for the October 11
taken illegally through a series of so called throughout the state.
hearing (buses will be available from
“treaties” beginning in 1788.
He concluded, “I hold that the treaty
the Syracuse area)
New York State, the principle defendant of 1784 recognized the Indians of the
• attend support gatherings in your comin the case, doesn’t dispute the history, State of New York as being a nation and
munity – they are currently scheduled
but instead argues that the case should be entitled to be treated as such and that the
for Syracuse, Binghamton and Albany.
dismissed because the Onondagas have establishing of their territorial boundary
Contact us for help in organizing your
waited too long to seek justice and that lines at that time settled the question of
own
any remedy would be “disruptive.” Un- the territory occupied and possessed by
• sign NOON’s “Pledge of Support for
fortunately these are the issues which will them and that in order to divest them of
the Onondaga People”
be before the court in October.
any of this land, an instrument with equal
While this is the ﬁrst time the Onon- force and authority would have to be used.
• write letters to the editor of local newsdagas have gone to court, they have been I fail to ﬁnd anything of that kind since the
papers expressing support
preceded by fellow Haudenosaunee nations: date of 1784.”
• invite NOON to present to an organizathe Oneidas, Cayugas and Senecas, each
Everett’s conclusions were so controtion to which you belong
of which have their own long, complicated versial that none of the other commission
stories. In the court of public opinion, this members would sign the ﬁnal report. When
• join NOON’s organizing efforts to support
history has been reviewed on many occa- it was presented to the New York State legjustice and environmental cleanup
sions over the past several centuries.
islature on March 17, 1922 it was rejected
for ﬁling. The state attempted to distort Learn more
Everett Report of 1922
history by suppressing this report and it Contact NOON at 315-472-5478,
One of the most thorough investigations would likely have been completely wiped noon@peacecouncil.net. Valuable inforoff the historical record if it weren’t for the mation is available at www.peacecouncil.
Andy is a Peace Council staffer who has been commission stenographer. Lulu Stillman net/noon and at the Onondaga Nation
recognized their historical signiﬁcance website www.onondaganation.org.
part of NOON since its founding in 2000.
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THE UNIVERSITY LECTURES
Carl Schramm

NUREMBERG PROSECUTOR

October 2, 7:30 p.m.
Hendricks Chapel

October 11, 6 p.m.
Hendricks Chapel

Judy Wicks and Alice Waters

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Henry King

ECONOMIST, LAWYER, ENTREPRENEUR

November 15, 7:30 p.m.
Hendricks Chapel

Tracy Kidder

ADVOCATES OF SUSTAINABLE FOOD REFORM

AUTHOR, MOUNTAINS BEYOND MOUNTAINS

October 9, 7:30 p.m.
Hendricks Chapel

November 6, 7:30 p.m.
Hendricks Chapel

http://provost.syr.edu/lectures/

Amory Lovins

CHAIRMAN OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN
INSTITUTE AND
MACARTHUR FELLOW

PULSE: YOUR CULTURAL CONNECTION TO CAMPUS AND THE COMMUNITY
Harlem String Quartet

PRESENTED BY THE
ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
(WITH SUPPORT FROM PULSE)

September 14, 8 p.m.
Setnor Auditorium
Crouse College

Judith Lang Zaimont
World Premiere

PERFORMED BY HARLEM STRING QUARTET
PRESENTED BY THE ANDREW W. MELLON
FOUNDATION
(WITH SUPPORT FROM PULSE)

September 15, 8 p.m.
Setnor Auditorium
Crouse College

Nationbeat

PULSING BRAZILIAN MUSIC WITH SPECIAL GUEST
APPEARANCES BY THE SETNOR SCHOOL OF
MUSIC AND PARTNERSHIP FOR
A BETTER EDUCATION DRUMMING ENSEMBLES

October 11, 4 p.m.
Setnor Auditorium
Crouse College

http://students.syr.edu/pulse

January 27, 4 p.m.
Hendricks Chapel

Alvin Ailey 2

Paquito D’Rivera

DANCE COMPANY PERFORMS A WORLD
PREMIERE COMMISSION IN HONOR OF 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARENT COMPANY.

PULSE AND THE SYRACUSE SYMPOSIUM PRESENT
LATIN JAZZ LEGEND IN A WORLD-PREMIERE
PERFORMANCE WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THE
OCCASION.

February 28, 8 p.m.
Goldstein Auditorium

November 1, 8 p.m.
Goldstein Auditorium

Seraphic Fire

LEGENDARY CHORAL GROUP PERFORMS A
RIVETING CONCERT COSPONSORED WITH THE
MALMGREN CONCERT SERIES.

Syracuse Symphony Orchestra
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Phil Klein and Lionheart

A CAPPELLA MEN’S PERFORMANCE OF A
HAUNTING MASS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY,
PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE SOCIETY
FOR NEW MUSIC, AND THE MALMGREN
CONCERT SERIES.

April 6, 4 p.m.
Hendricks Chapel

October 1, 8 p.m. concert, FREE
Setnor Auditorium
Crouse College

JUSTICE: SYRACUSE SYMPOSIUM 2007
Binh Danh

VIETNAMESE PHOTOGRAPHER AND MEMORIST

September 6, 6:30 p.m.
Watson Auditorium

Paul Farmer

MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGIST AND
FOUNDING DIRECTOR OF PARTNERS IN HEALTH

September 26

FOR LOCATION VISIT SYMPOSIUM.SYR.EDU

A Journey Towards Justice

NEW JAZZ BY COMPOSER AND MUSICIAN BILL
COLE WITH BILLY BANG, JAYNE CORTEZ AND
THE UNTEMPERED ENSEMBLE

October 18
Setnor Auditorium, 8 p.m.

Screening Free Speech
Film Festival

Carole Boyce Davies

October 19 through October 21
Joyce Hergenhan Auditorium
Newhouse III

September 27

Laura Kurgan and Eric Cadora,

5th Annual Human Rights Film
Festival

October 24, 4:30 p.m.
The Warehouse Auditorium
350 West Fayette St.

AFRICAN AND AFRICAN NEW WORLD STUDIES
SCHOLAR
FOR LOCATION VISIT SYMPOSIUM.SYR.EDU

October 4 through October 6
Shemin Auditorium
Shaffer Art Building

SPECIALISTS IN JUSTICE MAPPING

Claudia Orange

MÃORI CULTURAL SPECIALIST,
TE PAPA TONGAREWA

October 30, 7:30 p.m.
Shemin Auditorium
Shaffer Art Building

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

http://symposium.syr.edu

ALL EVENTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. SEE PROGRAM WEBSITES FOR DETAIL.
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Excelsior Cornet Band

ORIGINAL CIVIL WAR MUSIC PERFORMED
ON PERIOD INSTRUMENTS

November 8, 8 p.m.
Setnor Auditorium
Crouse College

Freedom Sings™

A MUSICAL AND VISUAL
HISTORY OF THREE CENTURIES OF
BANNED MUSIC IN AMERICA

November 14, 7:30 p.m.
Goldstein Auditorium
Schine Student Center

Robert Koolakian

AUTHOR AND ADVOCATE

November 27, 4 p.m.
Peter Graham Scholarly Commons,
E.S. Bird Library, First Floor

Syracuse-Area Activist Contacts
Peace Council Projects
Bikes 4 Peace

696-5374 Anna Bennett, annatehrlich@yahoo.com
Coordinates free summer workshops for youth to share bike-ﬁxing
skills and repair donated bikes.

Local Cost of the Iraq War Committee

437-7657 Rose Viviano
To educate and agitate around the US occupation of Iraq.

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON)

492-2684 Sue Eiholzer, rsue@twcny.rr.com
Promotes understanding of and respect for the Onondaga people,
their history and culture; supports the Onondaga Nation’s Land
Rights Action.

Peace Newsletter Editorial Committee

633-2496 Donna Muhs-McCarten, dmuhs@twcny.rr.com
Responsible for content and production of the monthly Peace
Newsletter.

Plowshares Craftsfair Committee

445-2840 Rae Kramer
Meets year-round to organize December’s fabulous winter festival,
December 1-2 this year.

SPC Monthly Educational Program

472-5478 SPC ofﬁce, spc@peacecouncil.net
Selects topics and speakers, and arranges for the event.

SPC Study Group
CLIP AND SAVE

472-5478 Aly Wane, aly@peacecouncil.net
Meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month to read and
discuss books about US foreign policy and history.

Tabling Outreach and Education

472-5478 Aly Wane, aly@peacecouncil.net
SPC has information tables at local and regional events.

Weekly Peace Outreach

478-4571 Ann Tiffany, anntiffany@verizon.net
Stands at busy intersections throughout the Syracuse area with
signs calling for peace.

SPC-involved Coalitions
CNY Bill of Rights Defense Campaign

471-2821 Barrie Gewanter, director@cnyclu.org
Aims to restore civil liberties curtailed by the federal government
since 9-11-01.

CNY Caribbean/Latin America Coalition
(CLAC)

478-1592 Paul Weichselbaum, pweichs@juno.com
Current goals: close the US Army’s School of the Americas; maintain
sister community relationships in El Salvador and Colombia; and end
the US blockade of Cuba. See “Other Community Organizations”
for CLAC projects dealing with speciﬁc issues.

CNY Public Power Coalition

425-0430 Tim Judson, cnyppc@yahoo.com
Working to bring affordable, renewable energy and more fair and
reliable service to all Central New Yorkers.

Greater Syracuse Progressive Coalition

472-5478 Andy Mager, andy@peacecouncil.net
Brings together organizations and individuals committed to creating
a more just, sustainable, inclusive and peaceful community. Current
work focuses on ensuring voting integrity in Onondaga County.

Military Alternatives Education Project

472-5478 Jessica Maxwell, jessica@peacecouncil.net
Provides resources about draft registration and military recruitment;
tables in local high schools; provides students with opt-out forms.

Syracuse Center for Peace
and Social Justice

Ann Tiffany, info@syracusecenter.org
The new home of the Syracuse Peace Council, American Friends
Service Committee, Peace Action, Citizens Awareness Network and
the Westcott Community Center’s Art and Education Project.

To prevent workplace injuries and illness by providing education,
information, and advocacy.

CNY Labor Federation, AFL-CIO

422-3363 x12 Rick Oppedisano, rick@cnylabor.org

CNY Labor-Religion Coalition

Other Community
Organizations
AIDS Community Resources (ACR)

475-2430 Joanne Balestra,
information@aidscommunityresources.com
Provides direct support services to people living with HIV/AIDS
and their signiﬁcant others, as well as a wide variety of prevention
services.

Alliance Network

474-0922 Walt Dixie, alliancenetworkcny@gmail.com
A multi-ethnic public issues advocacy group committed to improving
the quality of life in the Central New York Community, politically,
socio-economically, educationally, and spiritually.

Alliance for Quality Education

435-2480 Tanika Jones, tjones@citizenactionny.org

Alliance of Communities Transforming Syr.

475-7277 Andres Kwon, donak22@gmail.com
A faith-based organization that enables members to ﬁght for social
justice.

Alternatives to Violence Project

585-526-5202 Jill McClellan, mcclellan@frontiernet.net
Three-day experiential workshops in prison and in the community.

American Friends Service Committee

431-4040 Tim Fay, tfay@nysutmail.org
Mobilizing the religious, labor and wider community to become
effective advocates for worker justice.

Center for Community Alternatives

422-5638 x227 Alan Rosenthal,
arosenthal@communityalternatives.org
To develop effective alternatives to incarceration and to foster a more
responsive juvenile and criminal justice system in order to help youth
and adults live more productive, healthier and safer lives.

Citizen Action of New York

435-2480 Michelle Myers, mmyers@citizenactionny.org
We ﬁght for quality affordable health care for all, jobs that pay living
wages with decent beneﬁts, expanded Medicare coverage for seniors,
strong investment in public education and after-school programs,
campaign ﬁnance reform, an end to corporate tax loopholes and tax
breaks for the wealthy, and consumer protections.

Citizen Review Board of Syracuse

448-8750 Felicia Davis
The Board is authorized to address citizen complaints of police
misconduct through investigation, administrative hearings, conciliation and educational programs.

Citizens Awareness Network (CAN)

425-0430 Tim Judson, cancny@nukebusters.org
A grassroots environmental organization working to end the use of
unaffordable and dangerous nuclear power in the Northeast and replace
it with sustainable, reliable and affordable energy generation.

475-4822 Chrissie Rizzo, crizzo@afsc.org
A practical expression of the faith of the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers), committed to the principles of nonviolence and justice.

Citizens Campaign for the Environment

Amnesty International Local Group #710

Community Animal Project

Atlantic States Legal Foundation

Dunbar Association

Rosy George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com
Campaigning for those who are suffering injustices through such
activities as letter-writing, tabling, and human rights teach-ins.
475-1170 Sam Sage, samuel.sage@aslf.org
Enforces environmental laws, engages in public education, conducts
research and promotes environmental justice for the economically
disadvantaged and people of color.

Beyond Boundaries

478-4571 Aggie Lane, aggielane@verizon.net
Building lasting and just relationships across cultural and class
boundaries.

CANOPY

446-5319 Lee Gechas, leegech@dreamscape.com
A coalition of Syracuse park associations, community garden groups,
and greenspace advocates.

CNY Chapter New York Civil Liberties Union
471-2821 Barrie Gewanter, director@cnyclu.org

CNY Colombia Support Network & Cajibio Sister
Community (afﬁliated with CLAC)

478-4571 Ann Tiffany, anntiffany@verizon.net
To build solidarity between our two communities, to learn from each
other in areas of organic agriculture, traditional medicine, and community organizing, and to help prevent acts of violence in Cajibio by
putting an international spotlight on potential threats.

CNY Council on Occupational Safety & Health
(CNYCOSH)
471-6187 Jack Quinlan, cnycosh@cnymail.com

472-1339 Sarah Eckel-Dalrymple, seckel@citizenscampaign.org
Protecting the environment and working for a healthy community.
491-4699 Shawn DeLeo, info@communityanimalproject.org
Exists to reduce the suffering of animals and to assist the community
with making the lives of animals as safe as possible.
476-4269 Sharon Jack Williams
Provides comprehensive services to promote successful families,
empower communities, and build racial harmony.

EnviroMail

446-5319 Lee Gechas, leegech@dreamscape.com
Get on the list to receive free emails detailing environmental events
and activities happening in CNY.

Fair Housing Council of CNY

471-0420 Amy Emerson, aemerson@cnyfairhousing.org
To promote equal housing opportunities through education, advocacy,
investigation, and enforcement.

Food Not Bombs

218-5481 Zach Eichten, FoodNotBombsSyracuse@riseup.net

Friends of Dorothy Catholic Worker
471-6853 Michael or Nick, nick.michael@gmail.com
Provides hospitality for people with AIDS.

Gay, Straight and Questioning Youth Group

475-2430 Elizabethe Payne
epayne@aidscommunityresources.com
Social support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, questioning youth,
and their straight friends.

Continued on next page
September 2007 Peace Newsletter 21

Peace Action of CNY

472-5119 Pastor Bryant L.Gerald, Sr.

478-7442 Cecilia Resti, info@peaceactioncny.org
To work toward ending the nuclear weapons era and replacing
militarism and social and economic injustice with systems of
non-violent conﬂict resolution.

videos on social and political
sues; provides production
services to community groups
and trains students in video
production.

InterFaith Works

People Against the Death Penalty

Syracuse Area Domestic Violence
Coalition

Activist Contacts / from previous page
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance
449-3552 x102 Jim Wiggins, jwiggins@interfaithworkscny.org
Afﬁrms the dignity of each person and every faith community and
works to create relationships and understanding among us through
education, service and dialogue.

Jail Ministry

424-1877 Melody Holmes, jailministry@gmail.com
Grassroots advocacy for the incarcerated including daily visitation, bail
expedition, and communication with lawyers and family members.

Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation

637-4513 Sally Roesch Wagner, gagefoundation@earthlink.net
Focused on educating people about the life and work of the feminist
Matilda Joslyn Gage.

476-9634 Bill Cuddy

People for Animal Rights

488-7877 Linda A. DeStefano, ldestefano3@twcny.rr.com
Provides speakers, a newsletter, a TV program, demonstrations
and vegan potluck meals to educate about the rights of animals
and protection of the environment.

PFLAG Syracuse

635-9320 Barb Crawford, pﬂagbarb@yahoo.com
Promotes the health and well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender persons, their families and friends through support,
education, advocacy.

People’s Environmental Network of NY

is-

425-0818 Loren Cunningham or Elisa Morales,
lcunningham@verahouse.org,
emorales@verahouse.org
A coalition whose mission is to end domestic and sexual violence.

Syracuse Community Choir

428-8724 Karen Mihayli, Kmihalyi@a-znet.com
Sings and performs songs that have themes of social justice.

Syracuse Coop Federal Credit Union

471-1116 x201 Ron Ehrenreich, christinasauve@syrcoopscu.org
A ﬁnancial services cooperative.

478-UNIT Walt Shepperd, roughtimeslive@yahoo.com
Providing hands-on training in performance and production of teen
entertainment with a social conscience. 60 stage performances each
season and a weekly television program, Rough Times Live.

469-5347 Vicki Baker, ennewyork@hotmail.com
Dedicated to promoting and preserving a clean and healthy
environment for all by supporting existing organizations, facilitating
interactions between them, and sharing common environmental
and community health goals.

NAACP

Planned Parenthood

National Organization for Women, CNY

ReConsiDer

National Organization for Women,
Greater Syracuse Chapter

474-7055 Howie Hawkins, syracusegreens@yahoo.com
Empowering citizens and communities, and working together to
change the way our government operates – to change the quality
of our everyday lives, to build a vision that brings new and lasting
opportunities.

SAGE/Upstate

Syracuse-La Estancia Hermanamiento
(Sister Community afﬁliated with CLAC)

The Media Unit

672-7085 Preston Fagan, fagan.preston@syr.sysco.com

PO Box 1234, Syracuse, NY 13203
To bring women into full participation in American society.

682-5810 Amy Doherty, amycobe@aol.com
To promote equality and women’s rights.

New Environment Association

446-8009 Harry Schwarzlander, HS38@syr.edu
Working to create an environmentally sustainable future.

New York Public Interest Research Group

476-8381 Francis Clark, fclark@nypirg.org
A student-directed consumer, environmental and government reform
organization established to effect policy reforms while training students
and other New Yorkers to be advocates.

New York State Division of Human Rights
428-4633 Valerie Woods
Working to prevent discrimination.

No Bombs No Bosses 315 Distro

475-5540 x223 Betty DeFazio, bdefazio@pprsr.org
422-6231 Nicolas Eyle, info@reconsider.org
Provides a forum for discussing alternatives to the war on drugs and
educates the public about drugs and drug policies.
478-1923 Kim Dill, kdill@sageupstate.org
Support, social, and educational programs for older lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals and transgender persons in CNY.

Syracuse Alliance for a New Economy (SANE)

422-3363 x 11 Mark Spadafore, sanecny@gmail.com
To hold governments and corporations accountable for the creation
of quality, family-supporting jobs, secure healthcare, affordable
housing and a safe, clean and healthy environment.

SEIU 1199 Upstate

424-1743 x140 Al Davidoff, maggie.mahoney@1199.org
To improve and expand quality patient care, to protect and improve
the lives of our members and our families, and to work in solidarity
with working people in our communities and around the world.

SOA Abolitionists (afﬁliated with CLAC)

www.myspace.com/nobombsnobosses315
Distributes radical pamphlets and literature.

446-2720 Mike Pasquale, mpasqual@twcny.rr.com
Aims to expose and close the US Army’s terrorist training camp, the
School of the Americas.

Northeast Community Center

Sierra Club

472-6343 Tom Bazydlo, tbazydlo@snccsyr.org
Working with area residents to provide services and programs to
address the changing needs and interests of the city’s
north/northeast neighborhoods.

Onondaga County/Syracuse
Commission on Human Rights

Syracuse Cultural Workers

474-1132 x 111 Dik Cool, dik@syracuseculturalworkers.com
A national publisher and distributor of progressive products. “Tools
for Change” store located at 400 Lodi Street in Syracuse.

Syracuse Greens

446-6099 Shirley Novak, shirleynovak@yahoo.com
To educate Central New Yorkers on the realities of life in El Salvador;
to provide ﬁnancial support and solidarity to the hamlets of La Estancia
as they continue to rebuild after the devastation of the US-ﬁnanced
Salvadoran civil war and struggle against the effects of economic
globalization and privatization.

Syracuse Real Food Coop

472-1385 Joanne Grisanti, joanne@syracuserealfood.coop
Community-owned natural foods store.

Syracuse United Neighbors

476-7475 Rich Puchalski, sun@sunaction.org
Members ﬁght for better housing, crime-free streets, better city
services and an end to bank redlining in the neighborhoods on the
south, southwest and near west sides of the city.

SU/ESF Student Environmental Action
Coalition (SEAC)
436-5105 Richard Vallejo, richard@seac.org

492-4745 Martha Loew, marthaloew@usadatanet.net
To protect and enjoy our environment for ourselves and future
generations.

SU Student Peace Action Network (SPAN)

Socialist Party

478-8634 Steve Susman, steves@westcottcc.org
Building Community One Brick at a Time

478-0793 Ron Ehrenreich, smashstate@earthlink.net

Marshall Henry, mihenr01@syr.edu

Westcott Community Center

435-3567 Linda Hall, lindahall@ongov.net
To promote improved human relations, civic peace, intergroup
understanding, and the full acceptance of all persons in all aspects
of community life.

Southwest Community Center

Women Transcending Boundaries

Onondaga Nation Communications Ofﬁce

Spanish Action League

Witness for Peace

492-1922, ononcomm@verizon.net

Partnership for Onondaga Creek

478-4571 Aggie Lane, aggielane@verizon.net
Concerned about and willing to take positive action to protect the
health of the citizens and water resources within the Onondaga
Creek watershed.

Pax Christi

476-0048 Dick Keough, rkeough@twcny.rr.com
Community members committed to non-violence hold monthly
meetings to pray, study and act for peace with justice.
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474-6823 Courtney Ramirez, cramirez@swccsyr.org
Working with individuals, families, and communities to promote health
and well-being through prevention, intervention, and education.
475-6153 x208 Rita Paniagua, rpaniagua@laligaonline.com
To build on the rich cultural heritage of the Latino community by
advancing its independence and growth through advocacy, counseling, and education.

Stonewall Committee

476-6226 Bonnie Strunk, bstrunk@twcny.rr.com
An organization that works for gay and lesbian rights.

Syracuse Alternative Media Network

852-6190 Tim Brachocki, samn@frontiernet.net
Produces and distributes documentaries and educational

446-1694 Betsy Wiggins or 687-3551 Danya Wellmon,
info@wtb.org
Bringing women of faith together after 9/11.
422-4689 Nancy Gwin, ngwin@twcny.rr.com
Trying to change US policies and corporate practices that contribute
to poverty and oppression in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Women’s Information Center
475-4636 K-Lynn Ransom

Workers’ Rights Center

446-2380 or 474-4821 Pat Rector, pat.rector@gmail.com
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DEBORAH J. WELSH, Ed.D
Licensed Creative Arts Therapist
Licensed Mental Health Counselor
Registered Dance Movement Therapist
Full Circle: 404 Oak St., Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 479-7718 djwelsh@syr.edu
On the web: www.deborahjwelsh.com

Bruce & Meg Schader
Owners
125 Brutus Road, Jordan, NY 13080
Te l e p h o n e 3 1 5 . 6 8 9 . 0 0 3 4
E-mail meg@wakerobinfarm.org

Arts based Jungian approach to psychological, medical, and
emotional problems. Twenty years clinical experience with
individuals, couples, families, and groups.

September 16 at 3pm

Crosswinds Trio

www.crosswindstrio.com
Tickets $12
Seniors $10
Students w/ ID or
14 & under FREE

Crosswinds Trio
presents a unique
sound in chamber
music. With over 200
arrangements for this
distinct combination
of trumpet, horn, and
piano, their expressive
and inspiring playing,
coupled with diverse
programming infused
with humor, has led
to rave reviews and
standing ovations.

Tickets can be purchased online
at www.center4art.org, by calling
(607) 749- 4900 or (877) 749-ARTS
or at the door. Seating is limited to 400.
Beer, wine and great desserts start at 7PM.

September 27 at 8pm

Arlo Guthrie

From “Alice’s
Restaurant” to “City
of New Orleans” to
his many television
appearances and movie
roles, Arlo’s 30 years
of performing and 23
albums has made him
one of the mainstays
of American folk
music. Don’t miss this
opportunity to see Arlo
Guthrie in the intimate
400 seat Center theatre.

www.arlo.net
Tickets $50
Seniors $45
Students w/ ID or
14 & Under $25

72 S. Main St., Homer,
NY
(EXIT 12 off I-81)

WITH THE SUPPORT OF

These performances are supported by The New York
State Music Fund, established by the New York State
Attorney General at Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors.
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9
EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60
Minutes. Time Warner Cable
Channel 98. 8pm. Produced
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

10

Syracuse United Neighbors, Southside Coalition. 7pm, Payton Temple.
476-7475.
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm,
Friends Meeting House, 821
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

Clinton St. Spa Event:Wind Down
Series on Human Performance.69pm. Paintings by Alejandro Betan- Living with Wildlife. 7 pm, Liverpool
court. Clinton St. Spa, 321 Clinton Public Library, 310 Tulip St. 488-7877,
People for Animal Rights, free, ages
St. 466-5401.
5 to adult.

16

4

5

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. James St. and Thompson Rd. 472-5478

EVERY WED:SPC's Local Cost
of the War Meeting, 7-9pm,
contact Carol or Jess for location,
472-5478.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith Center, 404
South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.

Labor Day at the New York
State Fair. Check out the SPC
Table with the Labor displays
at the Pepsi Pavilion.

17

Free Bikes 4 Peace Clinic for
Youth. 5-7:30pm. Spanish Action
League, 700 Oswego St. Jessica,
472-5478.

11
11

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. S. Salina St. and E.
Colvin St. (Southside), SPC
472-5478.

Westcott St. Cultural Fair, noon6:30pm, See westcottfair.org for
stage schedule, rain date 9/30.
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18

30

19

Syracuse United Neighbors Skunk
City Neighborhood Association.
6:30pm. Mundy Library, 1204 S.
Geddes St. 476-7475.

25

26

Progressive Coalition Meeting.
5:30-7pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404
Oak St. Andy, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt), SPC 472-5478.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm,
Friends Meeting House, 821
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm,
446-5940. Help line 635-9230.

Meeting: Amnesty International Syr. Chapter. 5:30-7pm.
Dewitt Library, Rosy George.
aisyrchapter@yahoo.com

October 1

Onondaga Land Rights: The
Search for Justice Continues.
7:30pm.The Warehouse, Fayette
and West Sts. (downtown). See
page 3. Andy 472-5478.

2
2

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Geddes St. and W.
Genesee St. (Westside), SPC
472-5478.
Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith Center,
404 South Ave., Lionel 395-3103.
onondagacreek.org

THURS

6

FRI

7

Justice: Syracuse Symposium
07', Binh Danh-Vietnamese Photographer & Memorist, 6:30pm,
Watson Auditorium, http://symposium.syr.edu

EVERY FRIDAY:Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drummer Cafe, 6-10pm. 1 Public
Square, Watertown. 782-0595.

EVERY THURSDAY: Syracuse
Eastside Neighborhood Farmer's Market, 3-8pm, Lexington
Park, (intersection of E. Genesee & Columbus) until Oct 25,
EastsideNFM@gmail.com

Folkus Concert: The Nields,
contemporary folk’s favorite
sister act. 8 pm. May Memorial,
3800 East Genesee St. $15
($10 for students). 457-2290
or folkus.org

13
SPC Steering Committee
Meeting 7pm, contact ofﬁce for
location, 472-5478.

14

Harlem String Quartet, 8pm,
Crouse College, http://students.
syr.edu/pulse

Justice: Syracuse Symposium 07',
Paul Farmer, Medical Anthropologist
and founder of Partners in Health, For
location visit symposium.syr.edu

8
SPC GARAGE SALE BLITZ!

9am-3pm. Three sites: 401 Scottholm Blvd. (east), 622 Dewitt St.
(north) and 3905 East Rd. (Cazenovia). Donations welcome. See
page 16. 472-5478.
EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,
3pm Hanover Square. Prep 12:30
560 Allen St. 218-5481.

15
15
EVERY SAT: Peace Outreach

at the Regional Market, 9-10
am, Main Entrance, Park St.
Peter 378-4610.

Women's Interfaith Institute.
9:30am-12:30pm. Seneca
Falls. $35. Allison, 568-1726,
allisonstokes@earthlink.net

20

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12- 1pm,
Cortland Post Ofﬁce, Main St.,
cmaxﬁeld@usadatanet.net

Roots of Peacemaking, Onondaga Lake Park (near Salt
Museum), noon-7pm, rootsofpeacemaking.syr.edu, 4433861, Free. (see page 6)

20

CNY SOA Abolitionists and
Caribbean Latin America Coalition. Monthly potluck meeting. 208 Slocum Ave. 6-8:15 pm,
Ann Tiffany, 478-4571.

27
PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 924
Burnet Ave. 472-5478. Free
Pizza!
Advocating for Economic Justice
at the Local Level, conference in
Buffalo (thru Sept. 28), Cornell Univ.
ILR School, ilr.cornell.edu/wied/
highroadrunsthroughthecity.
Arlo Guthrie, 8pm, Center for the
Arts of Homer, (607) 749-4900, $50,
see page 23.

3

4

EVERY WED:Open Figure Drawing.
7-10pm.Westcott Community Center,
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

COMING OCTOBER 11

Boxed Items are Syracuse
Peace Council related events.
For more info check peacecouncil.
net, call 472-5478 or e-mail
spc@peacecouncil.net.

SAT

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 Euclid
Ave. 6-8pm. Free. 478-8634.

2120

Onondaga Land Rights hearing. Federal District Court in
Albany. For information on
bus from Syracuse or support
gatherings in Syracuse, Albany
or Binghamton, contact NOON
472-5478, noon@peacecouncil.
net

22

Folkus Concert: The KenEVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
nedys, beloved purveyors of
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner
exuberant folk, country, pop and
Cable Ch. 98, 9-11am.
secular gospel. 8 pm. May Memorial, 3800 East Genesee St . Simon Shaheen Concert. Interfaith
$12. 457-2290 or folkus.org.
Middle Eastern music. 8pm. Palace
Theater, 2384 James St. $25 advance, $30 door, $15 students.
Charles 449-0932.

SUN Southwest Action Committee,
7pm. Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.

Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt Dinner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent's Parish
Center - enter on Winton St.
frriendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World”
world music. 10pm-midnight,
WAER 88.3 FM
University Neighbors Lecture
Series, Neva Pilgrim, 3 pm, Westcott Community Center, 826 Euclid
Ave. www.westcottcc.org, $10.

Photos byWomen Photographers:
Women's Info Center, Photos also
wanted; mail to Cindy at Info, 601
Allen St. , Syracuse 13210.

Dance and Spoken Word: “An
American Rendition” (about torture). 7:30 pm. in Tyler Hall, SUNY
Oswego. Fee. 312-2141.

Crosswinds Trio, 3 pm, Center for
the Arts of Homer, (607) 749-4900,
$12, see page 23.

SPC Contingent in Westcott
St. Fair Parade. Meet 11 am
at the Westcott Community
Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Carol
472-5478.

12

SPC Volunteer Orientation.
7pm, 924 Burnet Ave., Aly
472-5478

Puerto Rican & Palestinian Syracuse United Neighbors/WestSolidarity, Speakers: Tito Kayak, side Coalition Mtg. 7pm, Brown Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30pm. Rt. 695 and W. Genesee
Puerto Rican peace activist, and Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.
St. (Fairmount). 472-5478.
Emad Bornat, Palestinian photojournalist, Westcott Comm. Ctr, PNL Calendar Deadline. Send to Partnership for Onondaga Creek
7pm potluck,7:45 program. Linda 924 Burnet Ave., Syr., NY 13203 Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith Center, 404
Bergh, 492-8507 (see page 8).
or pnl@peacecouncil.net
South Ave., Lionel 395-3103.
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WED

28

29
MASSIVE UPSTATE NY
ANTI-WAR MOBILIZATION IN
SYRACUSE

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

3

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics Mixed Media Art Exhibit, Heidi Kuhl
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s thru Sept. 7, Westcott Community
Church, 124 Alden St., 5pm every Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 478-8634.
1st & 3rd Sun. 636-7726.

TUES

Rally and march from downtown
Syracuse to SU, Gather 1pm,
Everson Museum Plaza. Hosted by
SPC, 472-5478. See peacecouncil.
net for updates
Quaker Methods of Building Peace
with Justice. 9am-4pm. Univ. Methodist Church, 1085 E. Genesee St.
RSVP by Sept. 17, Chrissie 475-4822,
crizzo@afsc.org

Syracuse Peace Council

Community Calendar
September 2007

924 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

Sept 2

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

