
SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL’S

A L S O  I N S I D E
Gandhi, page 11US Militarism in 

Africa, page 8
Syracuse Peace Council 
in Action, page 3

Iraqi Refugees, page 5

Central New York Voices for Peace and Social Justice   January 2008     770



2 Peace Newsletter January 2008

ISSN 0735-4134

Peace Newsletter Information

Submissions: Please send articles, graphics or ideas to the Edito-
rial Committee at: pnl@peacecouncil.net or call 472-5478.

Advertising: We welcome paid advertising. See peacecouncil.
net/pnl/ads.htm for dimensions and prices. Please contact us a 
month in advance.

Calendar: To submit an item for the February PNL calendar, 
please send the information by January 16.

SPC STEERING COMMITTEE
Carol Baum, Herm Bieling, Gary Bonaparte, Nick 
Cavanaugh, Hari Chathrattil, Joan Conley, Dik Cool, Barbara 
Humphrey, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Richard Vallejo, 
Rose Viviano

PEACE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Jessica Maxwell (coordinator), Gabe Angelone, Rae Kramer, 
Donna Mühs-McCarten, Aly Wane. Layout: Andy Mager, 
Hilaireen Hall (calendar)

HIGHLIGHTED PROJECT:
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Carol Baum, Dik Cool, Barb Kobritz, Chris Riley

SPC STAFF
Carol Baum, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Beverly Springer 
(VISTA worker), Aly Wane (intern)

Name:  _______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City: ________________________State: _____ Zip: ___________

Phone: Day(____)_______________Eve(____)_______________

Email:  _______________________________________________

 Enclosed is $15 for a one year subscription to the PNL.
 New Subscription         Renewal         Address Change

 Enclosed is an additional donation of $_____ for all your great work!

 Please contact me about getting involved.

 Add me to SPC’s email announcements list (email address needed).

Subscribe – Only $15 a year for 11 issues!

 

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478, spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

Central New York Voices
for Peace and Social Justice

About the Cover
SPC’s new home at the Center for Peace and Social Justice is more than just 
a building…it’s another step in our work to reclaim space and strengthen 
community. Karen Kerney’s drawing conveys our hopes to work with others 
in the Center to create a vibrant, liberated space.

Subscribe to SPC’s Weekly E-Newsletter
SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s low-volume email list. It includes 
the weekly E-Newsletter of upcoming events and one or two additional an-
nouncements of note each week. Subscribe at the bottom of our webpage, 
www.peacecouncil.net.

PEACE NEWSL ET TER CONTENTS
SPC in Action compiled by Carol Baum ............................................. 3
Letters from Amman, Jordan by Cathy Breen .................................. 5
Poem: I Was the Earth by David Smith-Ferri ...................................... 7
Peace Activists must oppose 
 the US Africa Command by Horace Campbell .......................... 8
Winter Reading by Alexis Harwood .................................................. 10
Gandhi’s Experiments with Truth by Frank Woolever ..................... 11
Sunnyside Up: ACTS: Transforming Syracuse 
 by Andres Kwon and Khadija Mehter ........................................ 12
The Syracuse Solidarity Network by Sera Brown .......................... 12
SPC Projects and Campaigns ........................................................ 13
SPC Community Calendar .............................................................. 16

Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is 
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are community-
based, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our 
supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recogniz-
ing their economic and militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make 
these connections clear.  We initiate and support activities 
that help build this sense of community and help tear down 
the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and 
justice is an economic system that places human need above 
monetary profit.  We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat 
of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means 
of conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.
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Supporting the IVAW’s 
Winter Soldier Project

The Local Cost of the War Committee 
(LCW) recently held a strategy meeting 
with CNY/Fort Drum members of Iraq 
Veterans Against the War. They asked us 
to support their Winter Soldier Project, 
scheduled for March 13-16. US veterans 
who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, as 
well as Iraqi and Afghan survivors, will 

gather in Washington, DC to share their 
experiences in a public investigation called 
Winter Soldier: Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Winter Soldiers, according to Thomas 
Paine, are those who stand up for the soul 
of their country, even in its darkest hours 
(see ivaw.org/wintersoldier).

Other LCW upcoming plans include: 
workshops and skill shares; an anti-war 
protest on the fifth anniversary of the inva-
sion of Iraq; a material aid campaign; an 

Iran emergency response; and coming up 
with a new name. Upcoming meetings are 
Wednesday January 9 and 23 at 7 pm. 
Please join in. Contact Carol or Jessica 
for location.

Stand Against War on New 
Year’s Eve

What better way for peace/anti-war activists 
to end the old year and begin the new…Join 
SPC and Peace Action on New Year’s Eve 
to demonstrate our ever-strengthening 
determination to end the US occupation 
of Iraq. We’ll vigil at Clinton Square from 
5 to 6 pm; heat-producing activities (such 
as a march to the Federal Building) can 
be arranged.

SPC To Move in January   
(or February)

One of the top questions asked of SPC 
staff lately has been “Where are you lo-
cated now? Have you moved yet?” The 
SPC office continues to be at 924 Burnet
Ave., but we expect to move in January 
or February. 

Since 924 is still not yet sold, our plan 
is to move in two stages. First we’ll move 
the staff and everything needed for day-
to-day work. Then we’ll move everything 
else (archives, old posters, Hiroshima Day 
props, etc). Who is this “we” doing the 

Over 3,000 people came to Nottingham High School to be part of SPC’s 37th 
annual Plowshares Craftsfair and Winter Peace Festival. With the school transformed 
into a community marketplace, the fair hosted 132 craftspeople (including Marla 
Jones pictured above) and community groups for two days of commerce, grassroots 
style. Fairgoers enjoyed varied entertainment and tasty food, complementing 
the wide selection of interesting and handmade crafts. Adding to the fun (and 
fundraising for SPC), were more than 50 raffle prizes, 20 silent auction items, and 
a table filled with specially priced craft items donated by the artists. All this plus 
reunions with old friends and info about SPC’s ongoing peace and justice work...
Plowshares was the place to be. Put the first weekend in December 2008 on your 
calendar now. We hope to see you there.

compiled by Carol Baum              See page 13 for a full list of SPC Projects and Campaigns

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Colombia:
Land, People and Resistance

Thursday, January 17, 7 pm
Westcott Community Center

826 Euclid Ave.

A presentation on resistance and 
solidarity between activists in the 
US and Colombia (see Dec. PNL 
articles by Colleen Kattau and 
Laura MacDonald). 

Free and open to the public.

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net  
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS:  Mon.-Fri. 10am - 5pm

STAFF & INTERN EMAIL ADDRESSES
Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net 
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net  • Beverly Springer: beverly@peacecouncil.net • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net
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continued on page 7 bottom

Weekly Peace Outreach
Snow or shine, the hearty peace 
outreach crew always welcomes new 
folks.

Thursdays: noon-12:45 pm
January 3 Geddes St. and W. Genesee 
St. (Westside)

January 10 Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and 
Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius

January 17 Teall Ave. & Rt. 690 
(Eastside)

January 24 Rt. 11 (in front of Northern 
Lights Shopping Center, Mattydale)

January 31 Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown)

SPC in Action / from previous page

grunt work? Anyone who can carry a box 
or share their truck or van! If you can help, 
contact Carol.  

Witness Against Torture: 
January 11

Friday, January 11 marks 6 years since 
the first prisoners were brought to Guan-
tánamo. There will be a demonstration in 
Washington, DC; SPC will hold a support 
vigil in Syracuse in front of the WSYR 
radio offices (500 Plum St., Syracuse)
from 1:30 - 2:15 pm. Come help us hold 
the media accountable for giving credibility 
to torture. See witnesstorture.org/node or 
contact SPC for more information.

New Year – New 
Opportunity to Fight 

(nonviolently) for        
Peace and Justice

Come to our next Volunteer/Activist 
Orientation on Tuesday, January 
15 at 7 pm at the SPC office (still
at 924 Burnet Ave.). We have suc-
ceeded in winning the people over; 
now it’s time to escalate the pres-
sure on Congress to stop funding 
the war in Iraq and prevent a war 
with Iran. Come and be part of the 
solution. Find out about the many 
other ways you can contribute to 
SPC’s work. We need your skill, 
talent, and any time you can spare. 
To get involved, contact Aly.

Steering Committee 
Comings and Goings

After serving three years on SPC’s 
Steering Committee, Shirley Novak is ro-
tating off. While her energy there will be 
missed, we’re thrilled that she has offered 
to continue serving on our newly formed 
membership committee. Joining our Steer-
ing Committee in 2008 are Khadija Mehter, 
currently finishing an internship with the
Alliance of Communities Transforming 
Syracuse (see article page 10), and Sera 
Brown, a local community organizer involved 
with the Syracuse Solidarity Network (see 
article page 10). Both bring to SPC con-
nections to new communities, organizing 
skills, and creative energy.

Welcome Beverly
SPC welcomed a new Americorps VISTA 
volunteer at the end of November. Beverly 
Springer will work for the next year primarily 
with the Military Alternatives Education 
Project. Her main work will be volunteer 
recruitment, youth empowerment and out-
reach, developing non-traditional career and 
educational resources, and assisting with 
general SPC development and networking. 
Beverly’s enthusiasm and energy were a 
very welcomed addition during our hectic 
December organizing.

Activist Appreciation 
– Michelle Feak

Michele started coming to the weekly peace 
outreach when her son received orders 
for his second tour to Iraq. She showed 
up on a frigid day in February, reasoning 
that if her son had to be on patrol in 130 
degree heat, she would work equally hard 
for peace.  

most recent fund appeal letter.
Thank you Michele, for your kindness, 

perseverance, humor and courage!

Passing of a 
Peacemaker: Thank You 

Dick Mundy
Dick Mundy, a World War II consci-
entious objector and longtime peace 
activist, passed away on November 
20. Active in the Syracuse Friends 
Meeting, Dick also sang with the 
Syracuse Community Choir and taught 
social work at Syracuse University 
for many years. His voice and gentle 
presence will be missed.

Strike for Peace 
Bowlathon

Save the date for SPC’s annual Strike 
for Peace Bowlathon: Sunday March 
2 at Flamingo Bowl in Liverpool. 
Get together a team of 4-6 people, 

and bowl two games for just $10. You can 
also collect sponsors (per pin or flat fee)
to raise additional funds. (Contact Jessica 
for information about splitting sponsorship 
money between your organization and 
SPC). Teams are encouraged to dress in 
costume. Prizes will be awarded for high 
and low scores, most outrageous costumes, 
best team spirit, etc. Team registration and 
sponsorship forms are available online 
at www.peacecouncil.net/bowl. We’re 
also looking for volunteers to help with 

Michele (center) setting up food at an IVAW picnic this summer. 
Photo: Carol Baum

Since those days Michele has become 
a mainstay of SPC’s Local Cost of the War 
Committee and a great supporter of Iraq 
Veterans Against the War, being the unof-
ficial IVAW room mother for anyone who
comes to Syracuse. Her love for the young 
men and women of IVAW and concern 
for all veterans has added to the moral 
underpinning of our anti-war work.

Michele is hospitality personified.Sheis
always happy to provide food and housing, 
never forgetting that a movement is about 
people and their needs. She is a woman who 
stretches to try new things – speaking to 
groups, talking to the media, writing SPC’s 
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In recent years Cathy Breen has been living 
off and on in Amman. She writes, studies 
Arabic and advocates for Iraqi refugees 
there. In 2003 she worked with Voices in the 
Wilderness in Baghdad before, during and 
after “shock and awe.” When Cathy is in the 
states, she lives and works at Mary House, a 
Catholic Worker shelter in NYC. To contact 
her, write newsfromcathy@hotmail.com.

Letters from Amman, Jordan
Cathy Breen

September 28, 2007
It is Friday morning and there is a hushed 
atmosphere in the city as people observe 
this welcomed day of rest. Businesses are 
closed and the streets are silent. Two weeks 
into the holy month of Ramadan, I continue 
to enjoy the slower pace. It challenges me 
to try and live more intentionally. 

While Voices is not a relief organiza-
tion, some friends in the States have taken 
the opportunity to send donations with me 
for Iraqi families in need. A couple of the 
gifts have already been used for life sav-
ing medications. They have been given in 
their names. 

The other day an Iraqi woman con-
tacted me to tell me that food packages 
were being prepared during Ramadan to 
distribute to needy families, and this morn-
ing I selected a few of the donations to 
contribute to this effort. However “small” 
some of the gifts may be, they are all sent 
with heartfelt concern, and the brief mes-
sages accompanying some of the gifts have 
been translated into Arabic. 

“Please accept this as a small token 
towards helping you and your family.” 

“I hope that someday you and your 
family will live in peace and serenity. 
I’m sending good thoughts to you in your 
struggle to survive until that time.” 

“Please use this $20 as you wish. My 
heart aches for you. I am so sorry for what 
my country has done.”

“Blackwater killed my best 
friend.”

A few days ago I had the rare oppor-
tunity to visit with Mohammed Ghani, a 
renowned Iraqi artist from Baghdad, at an 
exhibition of his sculptures here in Amman. 
I had seen some of these beautiful bronze 
pieces about a year ago in his studio. I find
his art powerfully expressive, as are the 

titles he has given 
each piece:  “A Fam-
ily Without a Man”, 
“They Don’t Know 
Where They’re Go-
ing”, “A Lost Fam-
ily”, “Panic”, and 
“Waiting and Won-
dering”. 

Each work rep-
resents the people 
of Iraq. “I am not 
political,” he said. 
“My art is not ab-
stract…I  always 
have something in my 
mind…I cry when I 
make a piece...I know 
the Fallujah they 
destroyed…I saw 
women crying with 
their hands in the air 
reaching for help.”  

I had called beforehand, so he was 
expecting me. As we walked together from 
one sculpture to another, we paused at one 
done in 2006 called “What’s in the Box.” 
The piece depicts some dozen or so people 
gathered around a type of treasure chest. 
Mr. Mohammed said that he had had the 
idea for this piece for three years. “We 
told them [the US] take everything, take 
the oil…but don’t kill people.”   

“The box symbolizes the many ques-
tions that Iraqis have: Why is it closed? 
Who closed it? What is inside? When 
will it be opened? Who has the key? Why 
did it happen like this? When will it be 
finished?”

His next words were unexpected and 
caught me by surprise. “Blackwater killed 
my best friend, an architect, last year…for 
nothing…he was walking to get a hair-
cut.” With an urgency in his voice and 
penetrating eyes he continued, “Our next 
door neighbors in Baghdad, Christians, 
were gunned down going to church…the 
whole family!”   

Women and children have always 
been central in Mohammed Ghani’s work. 
In one piece a lone woman sits atop a 
massive rock. She is playing a flute. It is
entitled “She’s Singing O Long Night”. 
It is exquisite. Two others show a woman 
on the ground in a crescent position. In 
each a little child is on the woman’s raised 
legs frolicking or posed to jump into her 

arms. “Let’s Play Together” is the title of 
the sculptures.

For me Mohammed’s art is an expres-
sion of his dreams, dreams for his beloved 
country. Dreams that have been crushed 
and dreams yet to be realized…

November 21, 2007
Kathy Kelly will be joining me for the last 
stretch of my stay in Jordan, and I have 
been puttering around trying to ready the 
apartment for her coming. This morning, 
in an attempt to straighten up the piles of 
papers and files that have accumulated
over the last three months, I’ve been going 
through newspaper clippings. I am also 
awaiting a telephone call today to give an 
interview, so the task serves as a helpful 
review of events deemed newsworthy here 
in the Middle East. What are the recurring 
themes and opinions coming out in their 
news? What messages and words from 
the region would we do well to heed in 
the US?   
“Solutions for the region can be found 
without the West’s intervention. As long 
as the Iranians keep to themselves, do not 
meddle with Arab issues or interfere in 
internal affairs of the neighbors, the region 
does not have a problem with them. The 
unmistakable conclusion is that the US was 

Iraqi refugees from the city of Fallujah. There are now over 4 million Iraqis 
displaced due to the war and occupation. Photo: Christian Peacemaker 
Team, www.cpt.org

continued on next page
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and is directly and indirectly responsible for the emergence of 
Iran as a strong force seeking regional domination. Therefore 
it is ironic to hear the US president talk about the need for US 
military to stay on in Iraq if only to check the Iranians.” (Jordan 
Times, September 7, 2007, M. Keilani)
“The neo-conservative camp in Washington is clamoring for 
military action against Iran…The region should be alert since 
any uncalculated adventure would trigger a chain reaction of 
repercussions in Iraq, Lebanon, the Gulf and throughout the 
rest of the region.” (Jordan Times, September 20, 2007, M. 
Keilani)…
“Israel kills 12 Palestinians in less than 24 hours.” (Jordan Times, 
September 28-29, 2007)
“It seems clear that Israel bombed a target in Syria. As such 
where is the international censure? Has international law become 
obsolete?” (Jordan Times, September 30, 2007)
“Israel declares Gaza Strip as hostile enemy.” (Jordan Times, 
October 24, 2007)
“Israel begins cuts in fuel supplies to Gaza strip.”  (Jordan Times, 
October 29, 2007)
“The [Annapolis] conference will likely be a media spectacle 

in which participants will reaffirm their commitment to peace, 
Israel’s security, condemnation of Palestinian terrorism and 
so forth. Truly dangerous is the fact that a peace conference 
which delivers nothing but empty promises is likely to actually 
precipitate violence. Palestinians, humiliated and besieged might 
exhibit their anger in a myriad of ways for which they will only 
receive further condemnation.” (Jordan Times, November 14, 
2007, R. Baroud)
“US military said it has brought a new weapon into the fight 
in Iraq, announcing Army’s first ever use of a drone aircraft to 
kill enemy fighters in the country.” (Jordan Times, September 
9, 2007)
“UN recent Human Rights report: at least 88 civilians killed 
in US air strikes from April 1st to June 30th.” (Jordan Times, 
October 24, 2007)
“Eight million Iraqis are in absolute poverty and in need of emer-
gency assistance…. According to UN 69% of displaced since 
Feb. 2006 are from Baghdad.” (Jordan Times, October 2007)
“Wars had specific beginnings and specific ends. This catastrophe 
had a beginning indeed, but there are no signs of its end. It set 
in motion a chain of events which continue to spread turmoil, 
instability and violence worldwide, with more innocent victims 
falling every day.” (Jordan Times, September 12, 2007, H. Abu 
Nimah)
With more innocent victims falling every day...

Refugees / from previous page

Makeshift clothesline set up in an Iraqi refugee camp. There are now over 
four million Iraqis displaced due to the war and occupation. 
Photo: Christian Peacemaker Team, www.cpt.org

Syracuse
Peace
Council
Wish List

• people to help us move and/or renovate our new offices!
• LCD flat screen computer monitors
• Workers for new SPC political merchandise committee–

ordering materials for outreach tables and events             
(2 hrs/month)

• used computers (Pentium 4+)
• $$$
• shelving or display racks for our new office
• someone to write grant proposals (at least 8 hours/month)
• computer work stations
• desk chairs
• Peace Newsletter mailing party coordinator 
 (6 hours/month)
• a paper folder (ideally able to fold up to 11” x 17” paper)
• people available to help run errands during the day
• a manual paper cutter in good condition
• people to serve on our Bowl-a-thon Committee

Contact the SPC office for more information. This list is 
updated periodically on our website.
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“It is the duty of every 
poet to speak fearlessly 

and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

I Was the Earth
David Smith-Ferri

Amman, December 2006

Amal Speaks

I was the Earth:
oceans and atmospheres and continental drift,
forests and grasslands,
topsoil and bedrock and mineral-rich magma.
The moon pulled me. I swung the moon
on its course.

I was sister to the Earth
and daughter,
mirroring her fecundity.
I seeded the future,
sheltering it in my body,
hydrating it with my blood.
When I breathed, a green future glowed;
when I ate, it grew.
I carried Time in my hands like an ember.
Three times—Abeer, Abdul, Anoush—
I blew it to flame, to life.

These children who sprang from me
root in me
always.

In Baghdad, when wintry war descended,
I became a hibernating animal, disappearing into a cave
with my cubs.
Like embers in the cupped hands of a stone, we glowed.
But the sun betrayed us, and spring withheld its gifts.
Winter held.
Slowly, we consumed ourselves.
Skin and fur in folds fell from our bones.

Even before the Askirya Shrine shattered,
I became an earthmover.
I grew new claws, a thick black pelt, a snout,
a body designed for tunneling.
Others underwent a similar transformation.
Above ground our bodies moved on two legs,
but our spirit, tunneling below ground,
was the spirit of a badger.

Below the frozen surface I tunneled,
my children following.
The Earth, in its agony, befriended me,
set my course due west, beneath the desert.
In grief, we left our mother-city, our home,
the once-warm arms of Baghdad
and surfaced
alone
in Amman.

from Battlefield without Borders, Iraq Poems by David Smith-
Ferri (Foreword by Kathy Kelly)

This book is being sold to raise funds for the Direct Aid Initiative, 
which provides urgent medical assistance to some of the 2.25 
million Iraqis who’ve fled their country and now live in Amman,
Jordan or Damascus, Syria. To read additional poems, learn 
more about David’s experiences in Iraq and Jordan, or purchase 
the book ($12 of the $14 purchase price is used to support the 
Direct Aid Initiative) visit www.battlefieldwithoutborders.org.

SPC in Action / from page 4

recruiting teams, checking in teams at the bowling alley, and 
other event logistics. Contact Jessica.

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation 
(NOON) Update

At press time there was still no word about a ruling on the initial 
phase of the Onondaga Land Rights Action. Federal District Judge 
Kahn heard arguments on October 11 about whether the case 
should continue (New York State is pushing for dismissal).

In the coming months NOON will be developing a stronger 
Advocacy Campaign to complement our ongoing educational 
work. That effort recently received a boost with a $3,000 grant 

from the Cottonwood Foundation. NOON is always looking for 
more folks to help. Contact Andy. 

Thanks to Sal
We really appreciate working with young people, including 
student interns. This fall, Salvatore Sciandra, an SU political 
science major, worked with NOON. Sal cheerfully handled tasks 
both interesting and mundane. Sal also engaged in many intense 
conversations in the office about US foreign policy, particularly
related to Iran.

NOON will have two SU students working with us during 
the coming semester as part of a new “Community Fellows” 
program. We’d welcome additional student interns to work on 
other SPC projects – learn more at peacecouncil.net/vol.

Submissions welcome, send to 
pnl@peacecouncil.net or 

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203
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Professor Horace G. Campbell is a scholar-
activist who teaches African American 
Studies and Political Science at Syracuse 
University.

Peace Activists must oppose 
the US Africa Command
Horace G. Campbell

In February 2007, President Bush announced 
that the Defense Department would create 
a new Africa Command (Africom) to co-
ordinate U.S. government interests on the 
continent. Under this plan all governmental 
agencies of the US would fall under the 
military, i.e., USAID, the State Department, 
the US Departments of Energy, Treasury, 
and the Department of Education, etc. In 
pursuance of the plans for the militarization 
of Africa, the US Department of Defense 
announced the appointment of General 
William “Kip” Ward (an African American) 
as head of this new military command. On 
September 28, 2007, Ward was confirmed
as the head of this new imperial military 
structure and, on October 1, 2007, Africom 
was launched in Stuttgart, Germany. The 
major question that is being posed by 
African peace activists and by concerned 
citizens is, why now? One answer may 
lie in the diminished power of the United 
States in the aftermath of the fiascos in Iraq
and Afghanistan. I will maintain in this 
article that it is urgent that peace activists 
who want reconstruction and transforma-
tion in Africa oppose the plans for the 
remilitarization of Africa under the guise 
of fighting terrorism in Africa.

Why Now?
At the end of World War II the United States 
emerged as a leading political, economic 
and military force in world politics. It was 
in this period that the US established unified
military command structures such as the 
European Command, the PacificCommand,
the Southern Command, the Northern 
Command, and Central Command. Each 
command covers an area of responsibil-
ity. When this command structure was 
being refined, Africa was an afterthought,
insofar as the United States had relegated 
the exploitation of Africa to the former 
European colonial exploiters. Hence, Africa 
fell under the European Command with its 
headquarters in Germany. Africa had not 

been included in the geographic combatant 
commands because it was expected that 
France, Britain, Belgium, Germany, Spain, 
Portugal and other colonial powers would 
retain military forces to guarantee western 
‘interests’ in Africa. The collapse of the 
Portuguese colonial forces in Mozambique, 
Angola, Guinea and Sao Tome, and the 
collapse of the white racist military forces 
in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) gradually led 
to a rethinking by the US military.  During 
this period the US had labeled all African 
freedom fighters as terrorists. In fact, when
the US was allied with Osama Bin Laden 
and Jonas Savimbi, Nelson Mandela had 
been branded a terrorist.

Central Command
After the Iranian revolution in 1978-1979, 
the US established the Central Command. 
CENTCOM, based in Florida, was re-
sponsible for US military activities in East 
Africa and the Horn of Africa (Djibouti, 
Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Seychelles, 
Somalia and the Sudan). The Pacific Com-
mand, based in Hawaii, was responsible for 

the Comoros, Diego Garcia, Madagascar 
and Mauritius.  Added to these commands 
in six continents are the logistical com-
mand structures, such as the Joint Forces 
Command (JFCOM), the Space Command 
(SPACECOM), the Strategic Command 
(STRATCOM), the Special Operations 
Command (SOCOM) and the Transport 
Command (TRANSCOM). 

At the end of the era of formal apart-
heid, the US military had established the 
Africa Crisis Response Initiative (ACRI) 
with the goal of supporting humanitarian-
ism and ending genocide. This was the 
same US government that had lobbied 
the United Nations to withdraw troops 
from Rwanda in the midst of the fastest 
genocide in Africa. 

Throughout this period the US mili-
tary had been cautious about involvement 
in Africa in the aftermath of the painful 
experience in Somalia in 1993. This cau-
tious stance changed after the events of 
September 2001. In the next year, the USA 
updated its ACRI “plans” to organize the 
African Contingency Operations Training 
Assistance (ACOTA). Under ACOTA, Af-

While the United States, the European Union and China fight to exploit Africa’s resources, the 
stereotyped image also illustrates the ongoing racism towards China as its political and economic 
clout grows.  Credit: Damien Glez.  Source: www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons.
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rican troops were supposed to be provided 
with offensive military weaponry, includ-
ing rifles, machine guns, and mortars. The
Africa Regional Peacekeeping Program 
(ARPP) was also established in order to 
equip, train, and support 
troops from selected Af-
rican countries that are 
involved in “peacekeep-
ing” operations.  Addition-
ally, the US government 
launched a Pan Sahel 
anti-terrorism initiative 
(later called Trans Sahara 
Counter Terror Initia-
tive). Behind these grand 
mutations lay one clear 
fact: the USA wanted to 
control the oil resources 
from Africa. Presently 
Africa supplies more 
petroleum to the USA 
than the Middle East, and 
US corporations want the 
US military to guarantee 
the dominance of US oil 
conglomerates.

The failures in the Middle East
The United States Central Command 
launched two major wars; these wars (Af-
ghanistan and Iraq) pointed to the reality 
that high technology weapons couldn’t 
guarantee military superiority in battles. 
It was in the face of the quagmire that the 
US faced in Iraq that the United States 
government announced the formation of a 
new command structure called Africom.  

African Oil – the real objective
The invasion of Iraq, the instability on the 
border between Turkey and Iraq (with the 
threat of a Turkish invasion of Iraq), the 
stalemate over the future of Lebanon, and 
the continued struggles for self-determina-
tion in Palestine have sharpened the conflict
between imperialists and the peoples of the 
Middle East. In the face of this situation, 
there are scholars who have argued and 
presented evidence that the government 
of the United States has been “fabricating 
terrorism” in Africa. This fabrication of 
terrorism carries with it racial stereotypes 
of “failed states harboring terrorists” to 
support a US military buildup in Africa. 
The hypocrisy of the US government in 
this region is clear when we see that while 
there is a major campaign against geno-
cidal violence in Darfur, the government 
of the US is actively cooperating with the 

government of the Sudan on the grounds of 
“intelligence sharing to fight terrorism.” It
is in the Sudan that the neo-cons are stoking 
the fires of war in order to get access to the
oil resources of the that country.

the aggressive military and diplomatic ef-
forts by the US government, not even the 
closest “partners’ of the imperialists have 
supported this call for the Africa Command. 
There are but one or two states (such as 

Gabon and Liberia) that 
have openly called for  
basing the US Africa 
command on African soil. 
Though the United States 
has 5,458 “distinct and 
discrete military installa-
tions” around the world 
there are pressures from 
the military-industrial and 
oil complex for the US 
to have more effective 
resources in Africa to 
defend US capitalism. 

In 1980 when the 
US Central Command 
was being debated, the 
citizens of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
did not sufficiently grasp
the full meaning of this 
new military structure. 
After the militarization 

of the Middle East, five major wars and
millions dead, however, it is urgent that 
peace activists oppose the plans to bring 
Africa closer into this arc of warfare.

The quest for peace in Africa has been 
hampered by the crude materialism of the 
present period and the intensifiedexploitation
of Africans in the era of imperialist plunder 
and looting. This looting is hidden behind 
the Orwellian wordplay of “liberalization”, 
“privatization”, “the freedom of markets”, 
“humanitarianism” and “the global war 
on terror”.  Racist images of war, anarchy 
and “failed states” are mobilized by the 
international media to justify the launch 
of the US military command structure for 
Africa. Those who support real cooperation, 
solidarity and anti-racism must oppose the 
US Africa command.

We should remember the statement by   
New York Times columnist, Thomas Fried-
man who has written, “The hidden hand 
of the market will never work without the 
hidden fist – McDonald’s cannot flourish
without McDonnell Douglas, the designer 
of the F-15. And the hidden fist that keeps
the world safe for Silicon Valley’s technolo-
gies is called the United States Army, Air 
Force, Navy and Marine Corps.”

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates is welcomed by US European Command deputy 
commander Army General William E. Ward.  Source: http://bemil.chosun.com

Challenging the European 
Union and China in Africa
The changed realities in the Middle East 
and in Africa have been accompanied by 
a new activist posture of China in Africa. 
Outmaneuvered in Asia by China, and 
challenged by the rising democratic forces 
in Latin America, the opportunities for the 
accumulation of capital by US imperialists 
are dwindling. 

In the past, when there was a crisis 
(such as the period after the Vietnam War), 
the US could transfer the crisis to other 
countries via the IMF. But the European 
Union has challenged this calculus and 
created the Euro as an alternative to the 
US dollar.

It will not be possible for the IMF to 
transfer the crisis to Asia, Europe, India, 
the Middle East or Latin America.

This means that there is only one area 
of the world where the US imperialists will 
have free rein. This is in Africa. It is also in 
Africa where there is a movement against 
the economic terrorism of neo-liberalism 
and the unjust conditions of the IMF and 
World Bank.

African responses
Thus far the majority of African states have 
refused to host the Africa Command. Despite 

Reading is great. 
Doing is Better. See page 13.
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Alexis is the owner of 2nd Story Bookstore 
in Syracuse, an independent bookstore that 
opened in 2006. Now featuring a café, its 
inventory is constantly changing and expand-
ing (see adjacent ad).

Alexis Harwood

While these books may not be ones you 
typically want to curl up with during the 
winter months, they are a few suggested 
titles to help break the winter lull and 
educate yourself at the same time.

The Shock 
Doctrine
Naomi  Kle in 
(Canadian jour-
nalist, author 
and act iv is t ; 
also author of 
No Logo)

In The Shock 
Doctrine, Nao-
mi Klein details 
what she sees as 
the United States government’s unsaid policy 
of destroying economies and rebuilding them 
in its mold of free market capitalism, add-
ing wealth to the corporations that support 
politicians. She provides examples of this 
disaster capitalism, including the destruction 
and rebuilding of economies in Pinochet’s 
Chile, Bolivia after its hyperinflation of the
1980s, Poland, Russia, Argentina and South 
Africa, plus the war in Iraq. She also shows 
how the same politicians serving corporate 
interests take advantage of natural disasters 
such as Hurricane Katrina and the Indian 
Ocean tsunami, slowing reconstruction 
so the profiteers can rebuild the cities and
resorts to benefit themselves.

Imperial Life in the Emerald 
City: Inside Iraq’s Green Zone
Rajiv Chandrasekaran (Former Washington 
Post Baghdad bureau chief)

Imperial Life in the Emerald City is a no holds 
barred telling of day-to-day life in Baghdad’s 
Green Zone, the “Fortress of Solitude,” 
decorated with landscaped shrubbery, private 

villas, shopping 
malls, discos, 
bars and bright 
blue swimming 
pools, that serves 
as the command 
headquarters for 
the brutal US oc-
cupation of Iraq. 
The book paints 
a sickening, yet 
darkly comi-
cal portrait of 
a fantasy world 
where the daily 
revisions on the war in Iraq were put into 
production by Paul Bremer (the man George 
W. Bush appointed as administrator for 
reconstruction in Iraq from 2003-2004). 
Chandrasekaran depicts how Bremer “recon-
structs” Iraq, well equipped with a team of 
heady politicians and officials, who, instead
of restoring needed electricity and rebuild-
ing gutted schools, concern themselves with 
instituting an Iraqi flat
tax, selling off local 
government assets and 
ending food ration-
ing for hungry Iraqi 
citizens whose lives 
have been shattered 
by war. 

Hold 
Everything 
Dear
John Berger (Art crit-
ic, novelist, painter,  
and filmmaker)

John Berger, among 
his many talents and 
skills, is also a deeply 
thoughtful political 
activist. In Hold Ev-
erything Dear, his 
artistry and activism 
convene in an at-
tempt to make sense 
of the world as we 
have come to know 
it post-9/11.

Berger analyzes 
the nature of terrorism 

and the profound 
despair that gives 
rise to it. He 
writes about the 
homelessness of 
millions across 
the globe who 
have been forced 
by poverty and 
war into lives 
as refugees. He 
discusses Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, 
Palestine, Serbia, 
Bosnia, China, Indonesia – any place the 
power of corporations, the military or 
paramilitary elements is being exercised, 
depriving ordinary citizens of autonomy, 
healthy livelihoods or the most basic 
of freedoms. Both lucid and bold, Hold 
Everything Dear fully acknowledges the 
depth of suffering occurring around the 
world and suggests ideas and action that 
might finally help bring it to an end.

Reading to Get Your Blood Boiling
on Cold Winter Nights!
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Frank, a longtime advocate of nonviolence, 
spoke on Gandhi in the fall of 2007 as part of 
the University Neighbor Lecture Series.

Gandhi’s Experiments with Truth
Frank Woolever

Editor’s Note: Mohandas Gandhi, rec-
ognized as Mahatma (Great Soul) by the 
people in India, has been acknowledged 
as an apostle of nonviolence by people of 
all cultures and creeds around the world. 
This article is the first of a two-part series
that will share some of the reasons for his 
relevance among advocates of a peaceful 
world. We hope to continue this series 
featuring other activists or movements 
who inspire us in our work for peace and 
social justice. The PNL welcomes reader 
submissions of one page on this topic. Please 
contact Jessica for more information.

Last autumn, the United Nations General 
Assembly decided to observe the second 
day of October each year as the International 
Day of Non Violence. This was the birthday 
of Mohandas Gandhi, who is credited with 
leading India to independence, and with 
inspiring movements for civil rights and 
freedom throughout the world. Gandhi 
was given the honorary title, “Mahatma” 
(Great Soul) by the poet laureate of India, 
because of his work in South Africa. In 
both South Africa and India he organized 
resistance against British colonial rule, 
endured trials in his relationships within 
his own family, and exercised self disci-
pline upon himself. Throughout his life, 
Gandhi’s experiments with truth came at a 
great personal price, including his eventual 
assassination in 1948.

For those of us who seek to be part of 
the peace movement today, it is instructive 
to examine dimensions of the life of this 
revered little man, whose watchwords were 
simplicity, frugality and self-reliance.

When India won its independence 
from Britain in 1947, Gandhi was deeply 
disappointed at the decision to split off 
the northern part of India into a separate 
country, Pakistan. The violence that im-
mediately followed this abrupt transition 
justified his concern. As a Hindu, Gandhi
had spent his entire adult life promoting 
harmony, understanding, and nonviolence 
between Hindus and Muslims. Gandhi gave 
us a model for the respect of all religious 
beliefs, the encouragement to study other 

religions and take from them core truths, 
without sacrificingone’sownreligious roots.
Is that not a lesson for ourselves today?

It was in South Africa that Gandhi’s 
experiment with truth led him to establish his 
first farm community. It was an impulsive
action, coming almost immediately after 
reading the book, Unto This Last, on an 
overnight train. Written by John Ruskin, 
the book addressed the pervasive materi-
alism and unwholesome competition in 
19th century England. The author stressed 
the dignity of human labor, including 
the working with one’s hands. Gandhi 
took that very seriously! Up to that time, 
Gandhi’s successful legal practice had 
helped subsidize a printing press, which 
published his writings in the weekly Indian 
Opinion. With the move to Phoenix Farm, 
the printing press went along too. As much 
as possible, Gandhi participated in the daily 
work of farm life, although soon after its 
establishment, he began concentrating on 
civil rights issues. Gandhi perceived the 
implications of unjust restrictive legislation 
aimed mainly at the Indian population. He 
took up the cause of Indian farmers in the 
Transvaal province, and eventually handed 
over his legal practice to his colleagues.  
The pressure on Indians within this British 

colony increased; another farm was orga-
nized by Gandhi nearer to Johannesburg 
on property lent by a Jewish supporter. 
It was named Tolstoy Farm, because of 
Gandhi’s admiration of Leo Tolstoy, with 
whom he corresponded for two years, prior 
to Tolstoy’s death. 

This second farm became an ashram 
with early morning and evening communal 
prayers added to the daily work routine. 
Rules were very strict, including prohibi-
tions on smoking, drinking, drugs, and 
sexual activity. Even so, the community 
continued to grow, with members from 
several religious backgrounds including 
Hindus, Muslims, and Christians. A school 
was established for the children in the com-
munity. Except for occasional meat served 
to Muslim members, the diet consisted of 
vegetarian dishes. The inspiration for some 
of the structure and communal rules came 
from Gandhi’s visit to a Trappist monastery 
in Natal, where he was impressed by the 
monks’ work, prayer and silence.

It was at Tolstoy Farm that the con-
cept of Satyagraha (Truth Force) was 
conceived to give a positive name to the 
passive resistance that was emerging as 
a protest to the Indian Relief Bill. These 
“Black Laws”, as they were commonly 
called, required special Indian registration, 
imposed a three pound tax on even the poor-
est of Indians, restricted Indian movement 
between provinces, and initially nullified
marriages that had not been performed 
in a Christian ceremony. The concept of 
civil disobedience became established, 
with Gandhi modeling his willingness to 
go to prison to overturn these draconian 
regulations. While the marriage restriction 
was quickly rescinded, the struggle over 
other dimensions of the odious legislation 
continued. Jails and prisons were filled
beyond capacity with Indian prisoners. In 
one year alone, Gandhi or one of his sons 
were arrested eight times. As the issue 
extended over a five year period, members
of Gandhi’s immediate family had served 
a total of 18 jail terms. While Gandhi’s 
experiments with truth were not always 
easy for his wife Kasturba, to accept, she 
came to appreciate and honor most of 
them. She served several jail terms for 
civil disobedience herself. In his lifetime 
Mahatma Gandhi admitted many mistakes. 
The concept of Satyagraha, truth or soul 
force, was not one of them!

Frank speaking during an SPC rally against the 
war on Iraq at the First Unitarian-Universalist 
Church. Photo: Andy Mager
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The Syracuse Solidarity Network
The Syracuse Solidarity Network (SSN) is 
a network based on mutual aid, communi-
cation and solidarity between anti-capital-
ist, anti-oppression and anti-authoritarian 
groups coming together to make connec-
tions while maintaining their autonomy 
and difference. 

Just recently, the SSN has taken on 
a few different projects. Folks within the 
network have created an anti-oppression 
working group, which acts as a place to 
share resources and have discussions about 
oppression and white supremacist capitalist 
patriarchy. Another project we are working 
on is political prisoner support. In the next 
month we are planning a dinner where we 
will watch a film onAssata Shakur and also
write letters to political prisoners. 

We encourage both members of groups 
and individuals to come and get plugged 
in! Our monthly meetings are a great way 
to meet folks who already work with lo-
cal groups and for members to spread the 
word about what their group is working 
on. The meetings are set up so you can 

just drop in for a few minutes to hear lo-
cal announcements. At the next meeting 
we will be discussing how 2008 can be a 
year of resistance!

The Syracuse Solidarity Network meets 
every second Monday of the month at 5 pm 
at the Women’s Information Center (601 
Allen St. Syracuse). We base our affinity
with one another around points of unity 
created out of the Northeast Anarchist 
Network and People’s Global Action:

1)  A rejection of capitalism, imperialism, 
and authoritarianism (hierarchy/the 
State).

2)  A rejection of all systems of oppres-
sion, including but not limited to sex-
ism, white supremacy, heterosexism, 
and capitalism. We recognize that all 
forms of oppression are interconnected 
and support the self-organization and 
autonomy of oppressed groups. Respect-
ing different priorities, we will reject 
imposing a hierarchy of oppressions 
in our organizing and will recognize 

the leadership and resistance of com-
munities directly affected. We will be 
accountable for power and privilege 
within our network and work towards 
a holistic anti-oppression culture of 
resistance.

3)  An organizational philosophy based on 
decentralization, autonomy, and mutual 
aid.

4)  An attitude of active resistance towards 
all state, corporate and other oppressive 
institutions.

5)  A call to direct action, support for 
emancipatory social movements across 
Syracuse and the world, advocating the 
liberation of all as well as the construc-
tion of alternatives in Syracuse.

You can contact SSN via email at 
SyracuseSolNet@riseup.net. Our next 
meeting is January 14th at 5 pm.

–Sera Brown is a local activist and 
organizer.

ACTS: Transforming Syracuse
On Sunday, November 18, over 800 
people gathered at Bethany Baptist church 
as members or allies of the Alliance of 
Communities Transforming Syracuse 
(ACTS), a faith-based organizing initiative. 
We established in a public and powerful 
manner our shared commitments to spe-
cific improvements locally in the areas of
healthcare, economic development/jobs, 
youth, and justice. 

Taskforces created to work on each of 
these four issues gave presentations and 
called for support from public officials.Dur-
ing the Healthcare Taskforce presentation, 
the number “7,500” was displayed in big 
red digits. There are some 7,500 children in 
Onondaga County who are uninsured even 
though they are eligible for public health 
benefits such as Child Health Plus. (To
put “7,500” in perspective, the combined 
population of the Villages of East Syracuse, 
Liverpool and Marcellus is 7,278, accord-
ing to the 2006 Census.)   

The Taskforce secured a commitment 
from local officials to deal with this cri-
sis. Those who stood with us were NYS 
Assemblywoman Joan Christensen, As-

semblyman Al Stirpe and Congressman 
James Walsh as well as Onondaga County 
Executive-elect Joanie Mahoney, County 
Legislature Health Committee Chair Kathy 
Rapp and Amanda Nestor representing 
Health Commissioner Dr. Cynthia Murrow. 
State Senator Dave Valesky and Assem-
blyman Bill Magnarelli were not present 
but sent written commitments of support, 
and Governor Elliot Spitzer’s regional 
representative Dan Young sent a verbal 
pledge of support. 

The other three taskforces have similarly 
committed public officials to work with
them to follow through on taskforce goals. 
To learn more about the issues, visit our 
blog at www.acts-cny.blogspot.com. 

Also present were: Syracuse Common 
Councilors Thomas Seals and William 
Simmons, Syracuse City School District 
Board member Nancy McCarty, Onondaga 
County Legislators Lovie Winslow and 
Monica Williams, Chief Richard Carbery 
with the County Sheriff’s office,andCounty
Department of Social Services Commissioner 
David Sutkowy. The Service Employees 
International Union Local 1199 is also a key 

ally of 
ACTS. 
The 
Public Meeting, according to reflections
by participants, pumped many people’s 
hearts and moved many...to ACTION. 
Congratulations to ACTS President Rev. 
Nebraski Carter, event Program Chair Mrs. 
Linda Ervin, turnout chair Rev. Kevin Agee, 
and to all the teams: the Public Meeting 
Organizing Team, the four taskforces, the 
Research and Action Team chair Magda 
Bayoumi, the Logistics Team, the Press 
Team, the Clergy Caucus, the Fundraising 
Team and the ACTS Board of Directors! We 
invite all (regardless of whether or not you 
belong to a faith community) to join us in 
this exciting venture to build a new and 
powerful voice for Syracuse!

-Andrés Kwon & Khadija Mehter
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End US Occupation of Iraq
• Local Cost of the 

War Committee—
coordinates SPC’s 
work to end the 
US occupation 
of Iraq, including 
presentations, actions, 
events. Also working 
on an emergency response plan 
to any US attack on Iran.

• Military Alternatives 
Education Project—coalition to 
educate youth, parents, 
educators on military service/
recruitment and their rights. 

• Weekly Peace Outreach, every 
Thursday, noon-12:45. Rotates 
among busy intersections during 
lunch hour. Bring your own sign 
or carry one of ours. Upcoming 
locations: see page 4.

• Youth Against War—student-
led action to end the US 
occupation of Iraq. Meets every 
other Tuesday.

Alternative Media and 
Education Projects

• Peace Newsletter—SPC’s 
monthly print newsletter.

• You can visit SPC online at: 
www.peacecouncil.net or join 
one of our E-lists, Peace-List or 
SPCAnnouncements. 

• SPC Cable Access programs—
The People’s 60 Minutes, 
Sunday, 8 PM. Democracy 
Now! (clips from that week’s 
episodes), Saturday, 9 AM.

• SPC Monthly Program—free 
educational series. 

• SPC Information Tables at local 
and regional events. 

• SPC study group on US global 
agenda—meets twice monthly.

Youth and Nonviolence 
• Bikes 4 Peace—

series of free 
bike clinics that 
engage youth 
in cooperative 
learning and 
problem-solving.

Coalition Efforts
• Greater Syracuse Progressive 

Coalition—currently working 
to ensure voting integrity in 
Onondaga County.

• Bill of Rights Defense 
Campaign—working to reclaim 
our freedoms.

• Caribbean and Latin America 
Coalition (CLAC)—solidarity 
work with Latin America. 

Upcoming Events
For more information: www.
peacecouncil.net or 315-472-5478

• SPC Move!, January or 
February 2008. After over 30 
years on Burnet Ave., SPC is 
moving to the newly-formed 
Syracuse Center for Peace 
and Social Justice at 2013 E. 
Genesee St. Come help out.

• New Year’s Eve Peace Vigil, 
Monday, December 31, 5-6 
pm, Clinton Square (Salina St. 
side). We’ll gather with candles 
to call for peace in 2008.

• Action to Stop Torture, 
Friday, January 11, 1:30-2:15 
pm, 500 Plum St. In front of 
WSYR Radio.

SAVE THE DATES:
• Strike for Peace Bowlathon, 

Sunday, March 2, SPC’s 
annual fun, fundraising 
bowlathon. Get your team 
together now!

SPC Projects and Campaigns
Start the new year right! Get active.

All you need is a little time and a desire to improve the world. 

Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation (NOON) 

• Promote understanding of 
and respect for the Onondaga 
people and culture through 
education. 

• Support the Onondaga Nation’s 
Land Rights Action seeking 
environmental cleanup and 
redress for the illegal taking of 
their land.

• SPC Birthday Dinner 
featuring Howard Zinn, 
Saturday, April 26.  Dinner 
6 pm, Program 7:30 pm. St. 
Lucy’s Church, 432 Gifford 
St., Syracuse. $10-72 sliding 
scale. Scrumptious vegetarian 
cuisine, then a talk by the 
inspiring historian, activist and 
author of A People’s History of 
the United States.
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Cooperative Federal
  723 Westcott Street
  Syracuse, NY 13210 Open to all members of the 

Syracuse Peace Council

Savings federally insured to at least $100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

471-1116
Member Services - Dial ext. 699

www.cooperativefederal.org
Member Services - Dial ext. 699

i f d l

New Years Resolutions:

1. Switch to Cooperative Federal

and stop funding big banks!
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Equal Exchange products are available at the
Syracuse Real Foods Co-op

618 Kensington Road

Empowering Farmers
When you choose Equal Exchange fairly traded coffee, tea 
or chocolate, you join a network that empowers farmers in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia to:
    • Stay on their land

    • Care for the environment

    • Farm organically

    • Support their family

    • Plan for the future

Velvra Shad, Mwika Mrimbo 
Uurwo Primary Society, KNCU 
Cooperative, Tanzania

www.equalexchange.coop
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210 Walton St., Syracuse, NY 13202, 315-471-4601
8188 Cazenovia Rd., Manlius, NY 13104, 315-682-1938

Peace
Give The Gift Of 

Contemporary American Craft

Fine Contemporary Crafts
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Syracuse Solidarity Network Meet-
ing. 5pm. Women’s Info Center, 601 
Allen St.  SyracuseSolNet@riseup.
net. See page 12.
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm. Produced by 
SPC. Tape it, share it!

Progressive Coalition New 
Year's Kickoff Meeting. 5:30-7 
pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404 Oak St. 
Andy, 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45pm, Rt. 11 (in front of 
Northern Lights Shopping Cen-
ter, Mattydale), 472-5478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drum-
mer Cafe, 6-10pm. 1 Public 
Square,  Watertown. 782-0595.

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

Syracuse United Neighbors  Skunk 
City Neighborhood Association, 
6:30pm, Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 476-7475.

EVERY THURS: Women's Voices 
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8pm.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting 7pm, contact office for 
location, 472-5478.

EVERY WED: Open Figure Drawing. 
7-10pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave.  Lionel 395-3103. 

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 
3pm Hanover Square. Prep 12:30pm  
560 Allen St.  218-5481.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. 5 pm, St. Andrew’s 
Church, 124 Alden St. 1st & 3rd 
Sun. 636-7726.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Colombia: Land, People and 
Resistance. Presentation. 7pm.  
Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Free. Jessica, 
472-5478.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting.  7:30pm, 
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. , 
446-5940. Helpline 635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  South-
side Coalition, 7pm. Call for location. 
476-7475.

SUN Southwest Action Commit-
tee, 7pm, Brady Faith, 404 South 
Ave. 476-7475.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11am.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

PNL Calendar Deadline for Feb-
ruary issue. pnl@peacecouncil.
net or 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45pm, Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) & 
Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.) Manlius, 
472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm, St. Vincent's Par-
ish Center (enter on Winton St.), 
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg, 6pm, Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave., Lionel 395-3103. 

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8pm, Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12-1 
pm, Cortland Post Office, Main St., 
cmaxfield@usadatanet.net

Photos by Women Photographers, 
Women's Info Center, 478-4636. Pho-
tos also wanted; mail Cindy at Info, 601 
Allen St., Syracuse 13210, or email  
Sera at womensinfoprograms@r
iseup.net.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave., Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America Co-
alition. Monthly potluck meeting. 
208 Slocum Ave., 6-8:15 pm. Ann 
Tiffany, 478-4571.

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. 
Info:  peacecouncil.net, 472-5478 
or spc@peacecouncil.net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Syracuse Amnesty International 
Mtg. 5:30-7pm. Dewitt Library, Rosy 
George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com.

Singing For Peace and Justice: 
Syracuse Community Choir, 7pm, 
Westcott Community Center, 826 Eu-
clid Ave. Karen Mihalyi, 428-8151.

Folkus Concert: Steve Gillette 
& Cindy Mangsen, 8pm, May 
Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee St., 
$12. 457-2290 or folkus.org

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop, Shopping 
for a Mortgage, 6-8pm, Syracuse 
United Neighbors, 1540 S Salina St., 
Nick 471-1116 ext 223. Free.

Pulse Concert Series: Phil 
Klein & Lionheart, A Cappella 
Men's Performance of a Haunting 
Mass for the 21st Century,  4pm, 
Hendricks Chapel,http://students.
syr.edu/pulse

PNL Mailing Party. 4-6:30pm, 924 
Burnet Ave.Come help and enjoy 
some pizza. 472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors  Skunk 
City Neighborhood Association, 
6:30pm, Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition. 7pm, Brown Memorial, 
228 Davis St. 476-7475.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave., Aly, 472-5478. 

Pax Christi, 9:30am, Slocum House, 
208 Slocum Ave.  Frank Woolever, 
446-1693.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45pm, Teall Ave. & Rt. 690 
(Eastside), 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45pm, Adams St. & Rt. 81 
(Downtown), 472-5478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention 
Task Force Meeting. Workers' 
Rights Center, 232 E. Onon-
daga St. 9am. Pat Rector, (315) 
474-4821.

SU's Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Celebration. Barbera Ransby 
keynote speaker. Carrier Dome. 
Dinner 5:30pm. $20 or $13 stu-
dents. Program 6:30pm.  Free. 
443-5044.

Youth Comm. Celebration Dr. 
Martin Luther King Magnet 
School. Sponsored by the Syr. 
Inner City Rotary, Barbera Ransby 
speaker, 11:30am,  Free.

Barbera Ransby Seminar: Au-
thor of "Ella Baker & the Black 
Freedom Movement", 3pm, SU's 
Maxwell Auditorium.

Women's Information Center, Mel-
anie Murphy Photgraphs displayed 
thru 1/11, M-F 9-5pm, 601 Allen St., 
Syracuse, Cindy 478-4636. 

Women's Information Center, 
Donna Reed Photgraphs dis-
played thru 2/15, M-F 9-5pm, 
601 Allen St., Syracuse, Cindy 
478-4636. 

Open Hand Theater. Adult Storytell-
ing Series, "Home Fried Tales" w/Lyn 
Ford, 8pm. Castle on N. Salina St., 
518 Prospect Ave. 476-0466. www.
openhandtheater.org. Fee.

Open Hand Theater. A World of 
Puppets. 11am, Castle on N. Salina 
Street, 518 Prospect Ave., Syr. 
476-0466. Fee.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-
12:45pm, Geddes St. & W. Gen-
esee St. (Westside), 472-5478.

Folkus Concert: The Atkinson 
Family, 8pm, May Memorial, 
3800 E. Genesee St., $18. 457-
2290 or folkus.org

Save the Date:

Sunday, March 2
SPC Bowlathon
Flamingo Bowl, Liverpool. See 
page 4 for more information.

FingerlakesPermaculture 
Institute: Winter Weekends 
Permaculture Design Course, 
Alternate weekends thru 5/11,  
Ithaca, http://www.fingerlake-
spermaculture.org

Action Against Torture. 
1:30-2:15pm. 500 Plum St. 
(Franklin Square) in front of 
WSYR Radio. 472-5478.

InterFaith Works Annual Assembly. 
5pm. Curtin Special Events Room 
LeMoyne College. 449-3552.

PREMIERE: Giving Voice: 
A videodocumentary about 
the Syracuse Community 
Choir.  Miso Suchy. 7pm. Palace 
Theatre, and choir performance.
Free. 428-8151.

Syracuse Youth in Action. 
Meeting of high-school age 
activists. 7pm. Recess Cafe, 110 
Harvard Pl. (off Westcott St.). 

Syracuse Youth in Action. 
Meeting of high-school age 
activists. 7pm. Recess Cafe, 110 
Harvard Pl. (off Westcott St.). 

End the Iraq War Organizing 
Meeting. 7pm. SPC, 924 Burnet 
Ave. Jessica, 472-5478. New folks 
always welcome.

End the Iraq War Organizing 
Meeting. 7pm. SPC, 924 Burnet 
Ave. Jessica, 472-5478. New folks 
always welcome.

SPC Activist/Volunteer Orien-
tation. Start the new year off by 
getting involved. 7pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave. Aly, 472-5478. See 
page 13 for ideas.

Family Folkdance to benefit The 
New School. Live music. 2-4pm. 
United Church of Fayetteville, 310 
E Genesee St.$2.50-5 (sliding 
scale). 475-6453.

Westcott Community Center 
Winter Carnival. 10am-2pm. 
Levy Junior High School, corner of 
Westmoreland and Harvard. Free. 
218-0218.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday 
Celebration. Featuring Rev. Ronald 
Davis and the Dr. King School Gospel 
Choir. 6pm. Living Waters Church, 
121 Huron St. Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance, 469-1408.
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