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THE “RULES” OF WAR
Maya Schenwar
From March 13-16 hundreds of veterans from the US wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq gathered in Maryland for Winter Soldier:
Iraq & Afghanistan. This four-day event brought together veterans
from across the country to testify about their experiences in Iraq
and Afghanistan and present video and photographic evidence.
In addition, panels of scholars, veterans, journalists, and other
specialists gave context to the testimony. These panels covered
everything from the history of the GI resistance movement to the
ﬁght for veterans’ health beneﬁts and support.
While there were hundreds of support events across the
country (including one in Syracuse) and non-stop coverage
from independent media, the mainstream media was a virtual
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black out on the event. For additional information on the lack of
corporate media coverage, check out “New York Times Explains
Winter Soldier Blackout” at <www.fair.org>.
“All personnel must ensure that, prior to any engagement,
non-combatants and civilian structures are distinguished from
proper military targets.” - Consolidated Rules of Engagement
for Iraq (2005)
When it comes to modern-day war, the very term “rules of
engagement” (ROE) can be a contradiction in terms. In theory,
these military guidelines require soldiers to steer clear of civilians and civilian property, use only the minimum amount of
force necessary to subdue a target and request approval from
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Subscribe to SPC’s Weekly E-Newsletter

SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s low-volume email list.
It includes the weekly E-Newsletter of upcoming events and one
or two additional announcements of note each week. Subscribe
at the bottom of our webpage, www.peacecouncil.net.

Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are communitybased, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our
supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make
these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down
the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and
justice is an economic system that places human need above
monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat
of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect
each other. In both, we are committed to nonviolent means
of conﬂict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

Support Soldiers Who
Oppose the Iraq War
• Peace March to Ft. Drum,
May 8-17
Join people from across upstate New York
in a march to Fort Drum in Watertown to
mobilize public support for active duty
soldiers and Iraq veterans who oppose
the war in Iraq. Marches start from Ithaca,
Rochester, and Utica on May 8, will join
together near Pulaski and end in Watertown
on Saturday, May 17. There marchers will
join Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW)
for a day long Spring Festival.
People are welcome to march for
one hour, one day, one week or ten
days. For more information, or to sign
up to walk or volunteer to help, please
visit http://nysmarchesforpeace.org or
contact Amanda Allan at allanan@stu.
lemoyne.edu.

SPC Has Moved!

On Saturday, April 12 SPC (mostly)
moved to the Center for Peace and
Social Justice at 2013 E. Genesee St.
Our new ofﬁces are on the second
ﬂoor. Our phone number and other
contact info remains the same. See
page 11 for full details.

Center Grand
Opening: Saturday,
May 31

Ann Tiffany talks about SPC’s efforts to end the Iraq War
with Democracy Fellows from the Mideast and North
Mark your calendar for the Grand Africa visiting SPC at our new office. Photo: Ahmed Hezam

Opening Celebration of the Syracuse
Center for Peace and Social Justice
on Saturday, May 31 from 3-6 pm at the
Center, 2013 East Genesee St.
SPC, which initiated the process
that created the Center and is a ﬁnancial
stakeholder, is thrilled at the progress made
and looks forward to sharing it with SPC
supporters and other interested folks.

• Winter Soldier 2008 Testimony: Filmed and Live,
Monday, May 12
The Ithaca feeder route of the march to Ft.
Drum (see above) will pass through Syracuse
on Monday, May 12. SPC is sponsoring
a potluck and program that evening at
Plymouth Church (232 E. Onondaga St.,
Syracuse) to welcome the marchers and
support the winter soldiers (for more about
Winter Soldier 2008, see cover).
From 5:30-6:30 we’ll share a potluck
supper with the marchers (SPC will provide
the main dish; please bring side dishes, drinks
and desserts). From 7-9 we’ll show some
ﬁlmed highlights from the Winter Soldier
2008 testimony, followed by testimony from
local IVAW members who will be present.
Please come to this free event and
bring a friend. For more information or
to help, contact Jessica or Carol.

SPC, American Friends Service Committee, Citizen Action and Peace Action will
all have open houses in their ofﬁces, and
there will be refreshments and live music.
At 4:30 pm there will be a short program
to thank the hundreds of people who have
already supported the Center and to share
upcoming plans to develop it.
Full details are on the enclosed ﬂier,
which PNL subscribers receive. RSVPs
are helpful to plan for food: 701-1580 or
info@syracusecenter.org.

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
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Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net
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Democracy Fellows visit SPC

Just two days after moving to the Center,
SPC hosted a discussion and meal with 20
Middle Eastern and North African participants in the “Leaders for Democracy Fellows
Program,” a collaboration between SU’s
Maxwell School and the State Department
(perhaps our ﬁrst collaboration with the
State Department). The lively gathering,
attended by some 15 SPC folks was a ﬁtting
way to “warm” SPC’s new home.
After introductions and sharing about
SPC’s work, the conversation turned to the
Iraq War and whether US troops should be
withdrawn. Statements by two participants
that it was important to maintain a US
military presence were met by a heartfelt
and articulate response by the one Iraqi
participant who wants the US to leave her
homeland. Differences also arose regarding the level of “democratic” development
here in our country and how much we had
to “teach” others about this. Thanks to SU
faculty John Burdick and Steve Lux for
organizing the session.

Better Active Today than
Radioactive Tomorrow

Whether she’s volunteering at a peace
march, organizing a panel or writing an
article for the PNL, Diane Swords is one of
those people we always know we can count
on to be thoughtful, timely, creative and
reliable. A longtime SPC and community

continued on next page
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SPC in Action / from previous page
activist, Diane has been able to connect
her recent academic work at Syracuse
University with activist work in the community – and secure university resources to
support community organizing work. She
has also been a consistent and passionate
activist for the abolition of nuclear weapons
and nuclear power (you may have read
her article on the Shundahai Network in
the March 2008 PNL). Most recently she
served as co-editor of the special section on
militarism and the SU campus in the April
2008 PNL. Diane is always examining and
challenging the present while organizing
for and envisioning a better future. We’re
grateful for all her work – with SPC, in
the community and on campus.

Contact Carol if you’re interested in
giving this a try. If you’ve never staffed a
table before, we’ll provide training and set
you up with a partner until you’re ready
to do it on your own.

Renewing MLK’s Vision for
Peace and Justice

SPC was delighted to partner with SU’s
Africa Initiative and the Pan African Community of Central New York on an April 4
program about Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
vision for peace and social justice.
Coordinated by SU Professor of African-American Studies and SPC Advisory
Committee member Horace Campbell, the
event drew over 200 people to a diverse
program including dance, music, speeches
and historical storytelling.

Alternatives Career Fair

The Military Alternatives Education
Project will host a social justice oriented career fair on the second ﬂoor
of the Westcott Community Center on
Wednesday, May 14 from 11:30 am
- 3 pm. We’ll provide a free lunch (it’s
a half day for city schools) for young
people who participate. Groups that
will be present to provide information
to young people include the Syracuse
Educational Opportunity Center of
SUNY, Urban Delights/Youthbuild
program, Job Corps and more! The event
has largely been organized by MAEP
high school intern Mariah Daniels,
with much support from SPC and the
American Friends Service Committee.
Details and ﬂyers are available at: SU Professor of African-American Studies and SPC Advisory
www.peacecouncil.net/MAEP.
Committee member Horace Campbell displays a resolution
honoring Dr. King’s memory. Photo: Andy Mager

Spring into SPC’s
Outreach-Tabling Season

With warmer weather come more community
events, which provide a great way for SPC
to interact with many different people. We
love to set up information/outreach tables
at many events throughout the spring and
summer. But we can only do this if there
are volunteers for set up, take down, and
stafﬁng them during the event.
People often ﬁnd that stafﬁng a table is
a great way to participate at an event. The
tables usually display lots of free literature,
along with buttons and bumperstickers to
sell. You’ll have interesting conversations
with people you might not normally meet,
provide information about peace and social
justice issues, and raise money for SPC.
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Earth Day 2008

SPC was once again a co-organizer of the
local community Earth Day celebration
at Thornden Park, working together with
Citizens Campaign for the Environment,
NYPIRG, Onondaga Creek Kids and the
Syracuse Real Food Coop. This year’s
event was held on Saturday, April 19
and featured a wide range of speakers,
performers and activities. Many thanks
to all those who donated time and energy
to pull it together. The unusually dry, hot
April weather reminded us all what a
pressing issue the environment continues
to be – and despite all the rhetoric from
politicians, we know that we’ll only see
real change if we continue mobilizing from
the grassroots.

Weekly Peace Outreach
Spring is in the air, time to take our
opposition to the war to the streets.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
May 6 Rt. 695 exit ramp to W.
Genesee St. (Fairmount)
May 13 E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt)
May 20 Geddes St. and W. Genesee
St. (Westside)
May 27 Teall Ave. and Rt. 690
(Eastside)

Earth Day and Onondaga

As part of SU’s MayFest (held on Earth
Day), Neighbors of the Onondaga
Nation interns organized “Earth Day:
Learn from our Onondaga Neighbors.”
Featuring the Haudenosaunee Singers and Dancers and presentations
by Onondaga Faithkeeper Wendy
Gonyea, attorney Joe Heath and
ESF professor Robin Kimmerer,
the event drew dozens of interested
folks. Thanks to Jen McCafferty and
Peggy McWeeney for their work on
this and other projects. Next month
NOON will participate in a “Living
History Day” event at Homer High
School. Contact Andy.

Resist Grant

SPC recently received a $1200 grant
from RESIST to “organize toward
a world where war, violence and
exploitation in any form will no longer exist.” Thank you to RESIST, who has been
funding social change for 40 years. RESIST
is a progressive foundation that supports
grassroots organizing for peace, economic,
social and environmental justice, and provides
political education for social change activism. To learn more about RESIST, contact
617-623-5110 or resistinc.org.

Best Wishes to Beverly

SPC’s most recent Americorps VISTA
worker, Beverly Springer, had to resign
her position in March for personal reasons. We’ll miss Beverly’s positive energy
around the ofﬁce and wish her all the best
in future endeavors.

On Terrorism – Retail and Wholesale
Ed Kinane
Certain words – “democracy” is one, “terrorism” is another – are seldom deﬁned.
The pretense is that we all know what these
words mean. Yet that’s hardly
the case.
Here’s how the US State
Department deﬁnes terrorism:
the use of violence or the
threat of violence to harm
or intimidate civilians for
political purposes.
Given all the commentary
out there about terrorism,
you’d think this pithy deﬁnition might often be invoked.
It seldom is. Why? Because
applying that deﬁnition evenhandedly – to assess each
violent episode or campaign,
regardless of who perpetrates
it – would boomerang. It
would expose terrorists who
usually aren’t thought of as
terrorists.
Retail terrorism – like
abduction or suicide bombing
– is a tactic of the hardware
have-nots. It gets all the
attention. Wholesale terrorism – invasion and aerial
warfare, for example – is the
strategy of the haves. It has
a bigger budget and cuts a
huger swathe. By some magic
consensus wholesale terrorism never, never
gets called terrorism.
Now, the State Department deﬁnition
is pretty good. But it needs to make clear
that terrorists use all levels of technology.
A box cutter can perpetrate terrorism; so
can a “smart” bomb. Just because it’s high
tech doesn’t mean it isn’t terrorism.
Terrorism need not target civilians
directly. Often it targets the infrastructure
that sustains human life – hospitals, electrical grids, water puriﬁcation and sewage
systems, etc.
On May 9 Ed will go on trial in Syracuse
City Court with other SPC activists, scores of
whom nonviolently protested the Iraq occupation in downtown Syracuse on March 19, the
beginning of the sixth year of the invasion.

In the US we assume only the other
guys use terrorism – never our side. Judging
by our media and our politicians, terrorists are only those who oppose powerful
military machines. Even if those terrorists
are defending their land.

With the fall of the Soviet Union, our
military-industrial complex no longer has
its bogeyman. These days instead of the
Red Menace, Swarthy Terrorists are the
enemy.
For US people 9/11 was the watershed,
the iconic, terrorist event. This serves the
neo-conservative world-dominating agenda.
9/11 was the neo-cons’ answered prayer,
their Pearl Harbor and Gulf of Tonkin.
A frightened public is so much easier
to mobilize for a bellicose, expansionistic
foreign policy. Such policy – and the lies
promoting it – led the US into the Iraq
quagmire and back into the civilian massacring business.
In a further victory for the neo-con
agenda, the so-called War on Terror erodes
civil liberties here at home. Further, it erodes
our quality of life. The War on Terror diverts

resources from health, education and other
human needs to the military. Military adventurism makes us less safe. It generates even
more fear. In a self-perpetuating cycle, war
spawns further terrorism: reactive terrorism,
retaliatory terrorism. So does military occupation, whether in Afghanistan,
Iraq or Palestine.
In the past century most
war dead were civilians. They
were victims of terrorism
– not in the mainstream media
sense, but in the US State
Department sense.
Tens of millions of civilians have been killed
by bullets, shells, missiles,
cluster bombs and, in Iraq,
many are also being killed by
toxic and radioactive depleted
uranium.
Depleted uranium is just
one kind of nuclear weapon.
As the world learned at Hiroshima, nukes don’t distinguish
civilian from military. Nuclear
blackmail has been with us
for over 60 years.
Some nations stockpile
nuclear weapons. (Remember,
the threat of violence is also
terrorism.) These devices
are delivered by artillery or
aircraft which few “terrorists”
have access to. One might
say aerial warfare by its very
nature is terrorist.
Militarism, of course, yields enormous
corporate proﬁt. These days war proﬁteering is rife. Some of these proﬁts ﬁnance
the purchase of TV networks and other
corporate sources of news. For example,
the war and nuclear contractor, General
Electric, owns NBC. Might that (little
publicized) fact affect how NBC News
portrays terror?
In our democracy another slice of
the proﬁts goes to ﬁnance the election
campaigns of the candidates who favor
military rather than diplomatic solutions
to international issues.
Although NBC News et al. are too
discrete to mention it, a leading presidential candidate, a former Viet Nam bomber
pilot, was a wholesale terrorist.
What does that say about our rulers?
What does that say about us?
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Rules / from cover
the Pentagon for missions that will yield
high “collateral damage.” Speciﬁc rules
change based on unit, circumstances, risks
and threats.
Yet when a soldier’s life is at stake, he
or she is less likely to follow instructions
printed on a card than to follow the instincts
of survival and self-protection. When it comes
to the war in Iraq, says former Wisconsin
National Guard transportation specialist Daniel
Fanning, the concept of strict adherence to
the ROE is practically obsolete.
“We covered the rules of engagement
in basic training, but not to the extent we
should have,” Fanning told Truthout after
speaking on a panel at the Winter Soldier
2008 conference, held March 13-16 in
Silver Spring, Maryland. “Once we were
over there, they literally became a joke.”
At Winter Soldier, the “joke” was
starkly exposed. Though some soldiers
received cards delineating the current rules
of engagement, others were simply updated
verbally whenever the risk and threat level
– and therefore the ROE – changed. Either
way, soldiers said, the ROE were never the
governing force over operations in Iraq.
Former infantryman Clifton Hicks
spoke of a patrol of 82nd Airborne troops
mistaking the celebratory gunshots ﬁred at
a wedding party for hostile ﬁre, wounding
two wedding guests and killing one - a
young girl.
“I looked through the doorway, and
it was the ﬁrst time I’d seen a little girl
dead.... These things happen,” Hicks said,
noting the usual on-the-ground response to
ROE violations. “Little girls get killed by
soldiers in Iraq every day, not because we
want to, but just because it happens. We
didn’t even have a translator. We couldn’t
even say we were sorry.”
Hicks’s unit notiﬁed theTactical Operations Center of the situation. The soldiers
were told, “Charlie Mike”: military jargon
for “continue mission.” They got back in
their Humvees and rode away.
The ROE state that soldiers must
determine with “reasonable certainty
that the individual or object of attack is a
legitimate military target” prior to attack,
according to the Consolidated Rules of
Engagement for Iraq (2005), which were
leaked to Wikileaks.org in February.
Yet at Winter Soldier, veteran after
veteran told of civilians mistaken for comMaya Schenwar is an assistant editor and
reporter for Truthout.
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batants. Testiﬁers spoke
of untargeted shootings
of buildings full of innocent families, running
over civilians in the road WINTER SOLDIER 2008 Film Highlights
without ﬁling reports,
& Live Testimony
raids on misidentiﬁed
houses. In Iraq, many
welcome marchers for peace to Syracuse
said, it’s often unclear
who’s an enemy and
Monday, May 12, 2008:
who’s a friend.
5:30-6:30 pm - Potluck Supper (main dish provided)
Garett Reppenhagen,
who served as a sniper in
7-9 pm - Highlights from Winter Soldier 2008
Iraq in 2004, depicted that
followed by testimony from local memblurred line in particularly
bers of Iraq Vets Against the War
painful detail.
Acting on reports
Plymouth Congregational Church
that gunﬁrewasemerging
232 East Onondaga Street, Syracuse
from a vehicle (although
he himself couldn’t be
FREE TO ALL
sure), Reppenhagen and
sponsored by the SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
others ﬁredrepeatedshots
For
more info call Carol or Jess at 315-472-5478
through its windshield,
killing its passengers.
They were later informed An event in support of IVAW and the NYS March for Peace. The
for Peace is a walk to Fort Drum beginning in Ithaca,
that the men in the vehicle March
Rochester and Utica on May 8 and culminating in a May 17
were not insurgents. Festival in Watertown. The It
Ithaca
haca leg passes through Syracuse
They were the deputy on May 12. For details see: nysmarchesfor
nysmarchesforpeace.org
peace.org
governor’s bodyguards:
their allies.
“What I had learned about rules of
“These are the kind of confusions that
go on every day in Iraq,” Reppenhagen said. engagement was rapidly changing,” he
“It’s almost startling how little control you testiﬁed. “I was never updated on what
have, and how much fear perpetuates you changed or who I was able to shoot at. We
to not really concern yourself with things just basically changed them ourselves. We
like rules of engagement or Geneva Con- learned, ‘Oh, we didn’t get in trouble for
ventions. Your primary concern is getting that? Well, let’s try this.’ By the time I left
yourself and your buddies home alive.”
Iraq, it was pretty much fair game to shoot
Beyond a lack of clear identiﬁcation at anyone we thought was a threat.”
The process of development for the
of “the enemy” – there’s no Civil Warstyle Blue v. Gray code on the streets of rules of engagement is supposed to work
Baghdad – combatant status is often ﬂuid, in the opposite direction, according to
according to Fanning.
former medic Jason Hurd: Theoretically,
“Sometimes the people who are friends they start out looser and narrow as soldiers
one day are your enemies the next,” he gain more knowledge about the speciﬁcs
said. “It’s dependent on what’s going on of a particular war. By the time Hurd got
in the news, on how other Americans have to Iraq in 2004, the rules of engagement
treated them, on what conditions are like were technically more strict.
that day.”
“You had to have positive identiﬁcation
When rules of engagement start being before you could engage a threat,” Hurd
broken, the baby often goes ﬂying out with told Truthout. “If you perceived a threat,
the bathwater, according to Reppenhagen. you had to use other means to try to get
Soldiers begin to ﬂout the guidelines simply away from that threat before you engaged
because they are not enforced, and, in a it. So you had these things called levels of
war environment where little makes sense, aggression: if you had a perceived threat,
lawlessness does not seem unnatural.
your ﬁrst action should be to try to get it
Reppenhagen described his sergeant away using hand and arm signals. Next is
issuing orders to shoot farmers tending their to raise your weapon. If that doesn’t stop
ﬁelds after dark, simply because they were the threat, you click the switch off of safe
out past curfew. The orders were followed; and ﬁre a warning shot,” and so on, until
the farmers were shot dead.
lethal force is used – or so the rules would

have it. In a
high-tension situation, though,
it’s often impossible to follow the progression
to a tee, Hurd said.
According to the 2005 Consolidated
ROE, the ﬁrst level of aggression is to
shout a “verbal warning to halt.” Despite
their ostensible assumption that soldiers
are able to communicate enough to alert
targets that they are about to attack, the
ROE do not take into account the language
barrier between most American troops and
most Iraqis.
When it comes to armed private contractors operating in Iraq, the rules are even
murkier, according to Jeremy Scahill, author
of “Blackwater: The Rise of the World’s
Most Powerful Mercenary Army.”
As in the military, the State Department’s
rules recommend following multiple,
graduated steps before using lethal force:
ﬁrst shouting, then showing the weapon,

then demonstrating an intent
to shoot.
“If you must ﬁre your weapon, ﬁre only
aimed shots with due regard for the safety
of innocent bystanders and immediately
report incident and request assistance,”
the regulations read.
Yet, according to Scahill, once the
rules become inconvenient, they’re easily
discarded.
“The primary objective of private security contractors working on US government
contracts is to keep their ‘principal’ alive
– the person, place or thing they’re guarding,” Scahill told Truthout. “It’s all about
‘protecting the noun.’ There are rules under
the State Department contracts. But in reality,
it’s shoot ﬁrst and don’t ask questions.”

Private contractors are not subject to
prosecution under Iraqi law, and interpretations differ on how much US military law
applies to them, so the consequences of
rule-breaking are, in effect, negligible.
On the military end, too, the negligibility of those rules becomes a way of life.
Soldiers are guided, according to Hurd, by
instinct, questionable reports and, above
all, the utter terror of life in the midst of
a pointless war.
“We react out of fear, fear for our lives,”
Hurd testiﬁed, “and we cause complete and
utter destruction.”
For More Information: Please visit
<http://ivaw.org/wintersoldier>.

Women’s Peace Encampment
Herstory Project Comes to Syracuse
The Women’s Encampment for a Future
of Peace and Justice (WEFPJ) was an allwomen’s community of protest and challenge to violence and militarism housed
on 52 acres bordering the Seneca Army
Depot in upstate New York.
Commonly known as the Seneca
Women’s Peace Camp or Seneca, the encampment was modeled after the Greenham
Common Women’s Peace Camp in England
(1981-2000) where hundreds of British
sisters were creating nonviolent protest
in the face of the scheduled deployment
of US Cruise missiles.
Though the US military steadfastly
refused to either “conﬁrm or deny” the
presence of nuclear weapons at the Seneca
Depot, the base was uniformly regarded
as a storage site and departure point for
both the Cruise and Pershing II weapons
bound for Europe.
The encampment embraced feminism,
nonviolence and consensus decision-making
and politicized, radicalized and spiritualized
its visitors. Housewives, radical lesbians
and Buddhist monks alike became educated
about the connections between militarism
and other forms of oppression.

In the infamous Summer of 1983,
12,000 women from around the world
participated in nonviolence trainings, direct
actions and civil disobedience at Seneca
resulting in 950 arrests.
For some the camp was over after
that ﬁrst summer, for many it continued
through the 1980s as a nonviolent resistance community with several thousand
visitors, hundreds of actions, and nearly
200 arrests.
In 1994 the Encampment transitioned
into Women’s PeaceLand, whose purpose
is to promote greater understanding and
implementation of the principles of peace,
nonviolence and anti-oppression.
The Seneca Army Depot was approved
for base realignment and closure in 1995
and closed permanently in 2000. By 2004,
the base land and buildings were converted
into three prisons.
The PeaceLand collective exists to this
day, however, due to limited resources and
waning outside interest, the peace camp
farm and land was reclaimed by Seneca
County for back taxes in March 2006.
–The Peace Encampment Herstory Project,
http://peacecampherstory.blogspot.com

Were you at the Seneca
Peace Camp?
On Friday & Saturday, May 30 & 31,
7 pm, at the Women’s Information
Center, 601 Allen St., Syracuse, the
public is invited to view the ﬁlms:
“Every Woman Here: Remnants of
Seneca 1982-2006” and “Stronger
Than Before”, the award-winning
video shown on PBS as well as a photo
exhibit. Discussion, refreshments and
music will follow the ﬁlms.
A donation of $5-10 is requested.
The building is wheelchair accessible.
If you were at the Peace Camp, even
brieﬂy, and would like to be interviewed
on video to have your experiences archived, please contact Susie Kossack,
607-277-1236 or mskossack@yahoo.
com. Women from the Peace Encampment Herstory Project will be
in Syracuse to collect oral herstories,
images, music & other media about
the Peace Camp. Please bring your
stories & artifacts!
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Strategizing from Below: General Assembly
of the Small Farmers Movement of Cajibío
even at the international level, through the
Inter-American Commission of Human
Rights and the US legislature.
Judging from the perseverance of its
The CNY-Cajibío Sister Partnership was
leaders, this and other goals can and will be
established in 2003 to work in solidarity
achieved. Even as we arrive at the Assembly,
with the Small Farmers Movement of Cawhich was held at an elementary school in
jibío (Movimiento Campesino de Cajibío or
the indigenous community
MCC), learning from each
of Chapux’ce Fiw, I begin
other and supporting muto understand a bit about
tual struggles for economic
the strength of the peoples’
justice, environmental
belief in the idea of poder
protection, and peaceful
popular (popular power).
communities. Three CNY
There is hardly anyone
communities – Cortland,
there as we ﬁrst arrive, but
Ithaca, and Syracuse – and
the organizers diligently
the township of Cajibío,
begin to get the tarps up to
Colombia exchange delprotect from the threatening
egations to promote that
clouds which eventually
solidarity. In March 2008,
bring lots of rain. A few
Patricia Rodriguez and
minutes later, I stand back
Paul Weichselbaum atto see an amazing inﬂux of
tended the biannual MCC
people coming in from all
general assembly.
corners of the community,
particularly from within
the green ﬁelds, with their
First Impressions:
children and their packs on
“No Ordinary
hand. Soon the chiva (bus)
La
Chiva
(bus)
arrived
packed
with
MCC
members
coming
to
participate
in
the
General
Affair”
arrives, bringing the rest of
Assembly. Photo: Paul Weichselbaum
the organizers and MCC
Patricia:
members who have caught
Having studied land-related grassroots move- white cross? That is where a massacre a ride from more distant places.
ments throughout Latin America for several happened back in 2001; some campesinos
The scene seems straight out of a
years now, I was pretty sure that I would were rounded up and taken in this bus, and Gabriel Garcia Marquez novel, a feast of
come across many familiar themes during suddenly the military ofﬁcers stopped the sorts. And though it is a feast, and people
my participation in the Colombia Support bus and killed ten of them.”
celebrate their coming together, very soon
Indeed, as I learned later, violence they get down to business, as there is a
Network-CNY delegation at the General
Assembly of the Movimiento Campesino permeates the life of most, if not all, of the lot to discuss, about the past and future
de Cajibío (MCC), held on March 13-15, campesinos from Cajibío. Some of them had challenges of the MCC. All present have
2008 in Cajibío, Colombia. But, as I found experienced the loss of a loved one in the something to say.
myself riding in the back of a very bumpy hands of military, paramilitary, or guerilla
jeep on the way to the assembly, listening forces. Others had had some sort of harsh Paul:
to stories about hectic last-minute efforts by encounter with armed groups, whether in The Assembly was alive with warm greetMCC leaders to ﬁnd and transport enough their homes or other surroundings. For these ings, songs, cultural shows, prayers, and
mats, food, and other logistic necessities peasants, one of the prime challenges of the a ubiquitous sense that the MCC directly
MCC and its sister community partnership expresses the community’s concerns, hopes,
in CNY is to bring attention to the indis- conscientiousness, and empowerment.
Patricia is currently an Assistant Professor
criminate peasant killings and disappear- The Assembly also ﬂowed on a steady
of Politics at Ithaca College, NY, where she
ances
that occur often in the region, many stream of information, with PowerPoint
teaches Comparative and Latin American
of
which
pass without a full investigation. presentations, projections of spreadsheets,
Politics courses. Paul previously visited
Though
they
know how hard it is to gather videos, and a very full agenda of updates,
Cauca, Colombia in 1973. Since 1981 he
has written about sports, Latin America (in- complete testimonies because of the fear discussions, and decision-making. The
cluding monthly CLAC notes in the 1990s), among the population, the leaders of the MCC was physically present, making these
and Israel for the PNL. He is a great fan of MCC have great hopes of pressing the decisions – not that every member came
government on these human rights issues, but probably it seemed that every family
iconoclasm and Johan Santana.

Patricia Rodriguez and Paul
Weichselbaum
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for all the participants (about 150 total) in
the Assembly, it hit me that this meeting
was in no way an ordinary affair.
Perhaps part of this realization happened when, about half way up the road
from Popayan to Cajibío, I heard one of
the MCC leaders whisper to me: “See that

was represented and every community had management (probably without
a full complement of activists.
adequate capital investment by the
The people decided on the MCC’s local, departmental, and national
direction for the next two years, they governments). The MCC will proelected a new Junta Directiva (Executive mote the Colombian opposition’s
Council), they amended their bylaws in petition to explicitly make acminute detail, and they closely examined cess to potable and agricultural
and ultimately approved a complex ﬁscal water a Constitutional right, and
report. Every step was highly deliberative thereby prohibit or strictly limit
and sometimes chaotic.
Membership is diverse and
members have a wide range
of education and cultural
backgrounds. Everyone, it
seemed, had an opinion,
yet there was a remarkable
The format of the General
absence of personal agendas
Assembly is participatory,
and ideological rigidity.
with many opportunities for
Having dedicated their
presentations and feedback by
different groups. Here the youth
lives to the creation and ﬂowgroup of Los Angeles, one of the
ering of the MCC, organizers
small communities that form
Marylen Serna and John
the MCC, shares their ideas
Henry Gonzalez are a source
with the larger group.
of guidance and leadership.
Discussions about bylaws
against the community, and
went off in sometimes unexseek justice for paramilitary
pected directions; John Henry
massacres against the comor Marylen often brought us
munity
at the beginning of
back to the precise question
this
decade.
that had to be decided that
A large group of MCC members came to participate in the General Assembly - some
Nearly 37,000 people
morning. The ﬁscal report having traveled extensive distances to be present. Patience and commitment are two
live
in
Cajibío, many of
was highly detailed. Marylen of the noticeable qualities during the day’s activities. Photos: Paul Weichselbaum
them
in
very small ﬁncas
and John Henry made sure
(farms)
or
hamlets (veredas)
that we all understood the
widely
separated
from
each
other. Through
ways in which funds have been raised, the the privatization or commodiﬁcation of
vigorous
interaction
and
commitment,
the
limitations on how monies may be used, water resources.
MCC
hopes
to
build
on
the
energies
and
The sister community will actively
and the need for transparency and clarity
in using support from major organizations support the MCC’s opposition to the Co- strengths of the Assembly to move the
that require extreme care and documentation lombia/US Free Trade Agreement currently community forward in the hard work of
of every dollar spent. The MCC is a very before the US Congress. While ratiﬁcation more (though much smaller) meetings,
complex movement, registered with the of the agreement appears to be on hold, petition carrying, data collection, and rapid
Colombian government, yet bureaucracy it’s possible that a vote could be called response to threats that together strengthen
is kept to a minimum to make sure that when people are not paying attention. It the MCC’s position as the people’s voice
the political and social program occupies is imperative that we contact Reps. Walsh, and vehicle for creating the community
Arcuri, and McHugh with compelling ar- they have imagined for themselves.
everyone’s full energies.
guments against this FTA and to let them
know a lot of folks in their districts are Patricia:
The Heart of the Matter:
paying attention.
There are many issues, not the least of which
Creating a Political and Social
This FTA would very likely replicate is how to help individual land-owning peasProgram
NAFTA’s devastating effect on small- ants resist pressure from Carton Colombia
scale agriculture in Mexico. The MCC (a multinational paper packaging company
Paul:
legitimately fears that result, which would owned by Irish-based Smurﬁt Kappa Group)
In the end, the political and social program destroy everything they hope to achieve. to sell them their lands. The communities
or proposals are the heart of the matter. The MCC strives to create a ﬂourishing, also need to ﬁght to keep access to water
The next two years will see resources and autonomous community of small-scale out of the hands of private “special operaeffort ﬂow into women’s and youth groups. farmers living in relatively traditional tors,” as the government wants. They are
Every sector of the community will work on democratically-organized hamlets, sharing aware; aware of all the threats, of the slow
both mundane environmental sustainability knowledge and other resources, in solidarity inﬁltration by outsiders, of the threat of
– like managing trash – and more complex across ethnic and heritage lines.
loss of their communities. But they ﬁght
The MCC will continue efforts to defend back, with words, with actions, with othagricultural sustainability – like nurturing
organic seed stocks and improving water human rights, prevent future violations ers’ words. With our words!
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South African Union Refuses to
Unload Arms Bound for Zimbabwe
On April 17, SATransport and Allied Workers
Union (SATAWU), South Africa’s largest
transport workers’ union, announced that
its members would not unload a shipment
of arms from China that was docked in
Durban and destined for Zimbabwe.
Violence has been increasing in Zimbabwe as the current government, under
President Robert Mugabe, continues to
delay releasing the results of the March
29 presidential elections – which the opposition claims to have won.
SATAWU general secretary Randall
Howard said, “ SATAWU does not agree
with the position of the South African
government not to intervene with this
shipment of weapons. Our members employed at Durban container terminal will
not unload this cargo, neither will any of
our members in the truck-driving sector
move this cargo by road.”
Their decision was met by strong support from church organizations, unions and
other activist groups. Many hope South

African President Thabo Mbeki might be
forced to take a stronger stance in relation
to Mugabe and pressure him to release the
election results.
While the South African government
challenged the union’s position, a court
order in the activists’ favor was issued on
April 18, preventing the shipment from
being transported overland to Zimbabwe
and thereby forcing it to leave.
The union’s action has inspired support
and solidarity both regionally and internationally, drawing the world’s attention to
the crisis in Zimbabwe. Avaaz (a global,
web-based activist network) joined forces
with a global coalition including Oxfam,
Amnesty International, and other groups to
build support for the movement started by
SATAWU. They initiated an international
petition campaign and ﬂew a giant banner
over the United Nations headquarters as
South African President Thabo Mbeki chaired
a meeting of the Security Council.
Having been turned away from South

Africa, the ship headed for Angola in the hope
of docking there, according to Mozambique’s
transport minister. Mozambique refused to
allow it to enter its waters.
Zambian President Levy Mwanawasa
publicly urged other states to follow suit
and deny the ship entry into their waters in
an effort to increase pressure on Mugabe
and stem the violence.
As we go to print, it looks like China
may decide to recall the shipment. “As
Zimbabwe could not receive the cargo as
scheduled, China Ocean Shipping Corp
had to give up the Durban port and is now
considering carrying back this cargo,”
Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman
Jiang Yu said.
–Jessica Maxwell

Community Supported Agriculture of Central New York
Celebrating our 10th Anniversary!
Join the growing CSA movement and know where your food comes from!
About us
Since 1998, CSA-CNY has been bringing together people who want to safeguard,
promote, make available, and enjoy locally grown organic foods. Our commitment to the
creation of a sustainable, healthy food supply in Central New York is centered on four key
objectives:
- to eat seasonally
- to provide farmers with a living wage
- to reject industrialized food
- to advocate for local organic agriculture

To learn more about this
exciting program, contact
Heather Brubaker at
422-5383, visit
csacny.com, or email
contact@csacny.com
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How it works
Pay one price at the beginning of the season and get 20 weeks of delicious, local,
fresh-off-the-farm organic produce from Grindstone Farm of Pulaski, NY and Wyllie Fox
Farm of Cato, NY. The produce includes a wide array of seasonal vegetables and a
limited supply of fruits, including Grindstone Farm’s famous blueberries. Deliveries are
made to “pods” located in Syracuse, Liverpool, Fayetteville, and Manlius. Think a share will
be too much food? Consider sharing a share with a friend or neighbor!

SPC Has New Home

After 36 Years at 924 Burnet Ave.
On Saturday, April 12 SPC (mostly) moved to
the Center for Peace and Social Justice at 2013
E. Genesee St.
This was truly a community effort – thanks
to everyone who gave us boxes, helped pack,
provided food, loaned vehicles, carried boxes,
unpacked and organized, cleaned and gave encouragement. Also great thanks to the people who
transformed what had been a dingy second ﬂoor
into a lovely space for SPC’s new home.
SPC completely moved our operations (basically the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the Burnet Ave. ofﬁce);
what still needs to be moved is everything in the
attic, the very large, heavy paper cutter in the
basement, and a few assorted other things.
Please come visit us in our new digs! SPC’s
front door is open during ofﬁce hours; the back
door is locked and but has instructions for how
to get in using a call button.

A group of 10 SU students assisted
with the move allowing us to set
up “box brigades” to quickly move
things out of 924 and then into the
Center. Photos: Carol Baum, Chuck
Lochner and Eli Mager

Staffperson Jessica
Maxwell (left) and
Steering Committee
member Herm Beiling
(right) were among
those who assisted with
lugging the heavy items.
Below right Paul Frazier
and Michelle Feak work
with two SU students
to unload. Barb Kobritz
of SPC’s finance
committee (bottom
left) helps set up SPC’s
display materials in our
new office.
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SPC

MA
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401
h o lm
Sco t t
Bl v d

HOSTS & DONATIONS WANTED
SPC’s annual end-of-summer rummage sale is
being planned for late August. We’re looking for
additional people to host rummage sales in their
neighborhood on the same day (to be determined).
We also welcome donations of items in good condition (no clothing please). Contact Rae Kramer
to arrange drop off of items or to sign up
to be a host: 445-2840
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Sexual Abuse Fueled by Abusive
Immigration Language
Amanda Marcotte
In all the furor over rising immigration
rates in the US – often disguised as concern
over “illegal” immigration – one story in
particular demonstrates that contrary to
scare stories about the effect of immigration on this country, the reality is that this
country is often a scary and oppressive
place for immigrants. Immigrant women,
having drawn the double whammy card,
are especially vulnerable. A 22-year-old
immigrant from Colombia exposed that
her immigration agent used the threat of
deportation to rape her – she used her cell
phone to tape the assault. Unfortunately,
as is all too common with these sorts of
stories, most reports describe the event as
sex, even while making it clear that the sex
in question was coerced, and should be
more accurately described as rape.
The story has hooks most likely because
it’s about how a common crime – sexual
blackmail against immigrants and other
women marginalized in society – became
more difﬁcult to hide and ignore because
of new technologies. But despite the dubious reasons for which this story hit the
mainstream news, the activist community
can still seize this opportunity to make
two very important points: 1) immigration
is a feminist issue, and 2) the distinction
between “legal” and “illegal” immigrants
is a red herring to distract from the fact
that it’s immigrants, full stop, who face
oppression under a tidal wave of anti-immigration sentiment.

Using Labels to Dehumanize
Immigrants
This woman’s story demonstrates the way
that the cut-and-dry distinctions between
illegal and legal immigrants touted by
the Lou Dobbs of the world tend to turn
shades of gray when examined closely.
Or actually, shades of paperwork. The
rape victim entered the US legally on a
Amanda Marcotte co-writes the popular
blog Pandagon. She is also the author
of It’s a Jungle Out There: The Feminist
Survival Guide to Politically Inhospitable
Environments.
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Women – particularly women of color – have often experienced violence at the hands of authorities
who are supposed to offer “protection”. During the 2006 uprising in Oaxaca, women gathered to
denounce the use of rape by authorities against female protesters. They held mirrors up in front of
the rows of state police that reflected their images back underneath the phrase “somos violadores”
(“we are rapists”). Their precarious position may prevent immigrant women from staging equally
bold actions. Photo: Barucha Calamity Peller

tourist visa and overstayed, but managed
to enter the system to get her green card by
marrying a citizen, which all but the most
anti-immigrant accept as a legitimate way
to get a green card. Her story shows why
it’s front-loaded and racist to describe a
human being as “illegal,” especially when
her illegal actions were misdemeanors such
that they didn’t even raise the ire of the
law when she got her paperwork in order.
I’ve managed to drive a car after letting
my inspection lapse, and then got the ticket
straightened out by renewing my inspection
sticker, an equivalent crime. No one describes
my very being as illegal. Though rape, on
the other hand, is not a minor crime and is
earth-shattering enough that it’s acceptable
to describe the people who commit these
crimes as “rapists,” I suspect that rapists
get called by that moniker less often than
immigrants without their paperwork in
order get called “illegals.”
Words like “illegals” dehumanize immigrants, whether or not they have their

paperwork in order, and that dehumanization makes immigrant women juicy
targets for assorted sexist oppressors, from
anti-choicers to wife beaters to rapists, as
this woman’s story shows. One Honduran
immigrant faced charges after trying to
self-abort with an ulcer medication – an
attempt that failed to induce abortion but
was linked to her giving birth to a premature infant who passed away. The same
article notes that a 22-year-old Mexican
immigrant living in South Carolina was
put in jail for inducing her own abortion
with the medication at home. That immigrant women often resort to self-abortion
should surprise no one. Not only is safe,
legal abortion ﬁnancially daunting for a
number of women, the atmosphere of dehumanization of immigrants makes many
women understandably eager to reduce
their encounters with authority ﬁgures of
any type, including doctors.

continued on page 15 bottom
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Earth Day Presidential
Stump Speeches
Editor’s Note: the following two speeches were delivered at the community Earth Day
celebration at Thornden Park, Saturday, April 19. This has been an annual part of local
Earth Day activities for the past few years in an attempt to encourage young people
to think about what kinds of policies and practices they’d like to see our government
implementing.

ICES
O
V
H
YOUT
Youth Voices is a new
column for youth ages 6 to
18. The topic for April, May
and June is the environment.
Submissions may be essays
(200-400 words), poetry
(25 lines), or artwork,
sent to:
leyanadessauer
@yahoo.com.

If I was elected president, I would outlaw
any nuclear, coal or gas burning things.
Everybody would have to use solar, wind
or water power. Everybody would have
to walk, bike or use animal or electric
transportation.
I would make a law that every house
has to plant at least one native species tree.
Every small park has to plant 100 native
trees. And every big park has to plant 1,000
native trees.
Most of the food we eat is not grown
locally, not environmentally sane and
not organic. Every town and city should
have their own farms. People would help
out on the farms and in trade get food for
themselves and their families. This way
we will not be shipping food all around
the world.
If I was president, I would bring the
troops back from Iraq. The government is
ﬁghting this war for oil. Oil is not worth
killing for. Nothing’s worth killing for. The
planes, the bombs, the ships are destroying
the environment. I would end the war on
the ﬁrst day I became president.

The earth is getting so polluted. The
earth is heating up. Nobody knows what
will happen the next hour, the next day, the
next year. We must stop putting so much
CO2 into the air.
–Noah Avi Dessauer, age 8
If I was the president of the United States,
I would want to help the environment. I
believe that global warming is possible and
will affect the generations to come.
One thing I would do to help the
environment is I would require all cars to
get more than 40 mpg. Any person who
would violate the law would be required
to purchase a car ﬁtting those requirements
within thirty days of their notiﬁcation.
Anyone who had not purchased a car after
thirty days would be ﬁned $50.
Another thing I would do to help the
environment is to require every person to
watch the movie, An Inconvenient Truth. This
movie, made by Al Gore, shows the causes
of global warming. When watching this
movie, many scenes show the effect of what
people are doing to the environment.

I would also completely outlaw
incandescent light bulbs. Although ﬂuorescent light bulbs are more expensive
than incandescent, they last almost twenty
years. Fluorescent light bulbs also have
no difference in lighting conditions than
incandescent.
For schools, I would require recycling
bins in every classroom. I would require
teachers to use Power Point presentations
rather than printing notes for students.
All rooms would have pocket pencil
sharpeners in every room and would not
distribute organizers at the start of each
marking period.
I believe that without environmental
help, our world cannot achieve peace and
hope for the next generation.
–Reena Tretler, age 13

Immigration and Abuse/ from page 13

Regulation Act (IMBRA), which gives immigrant women the right to leave abusive
marriages without being deported. It also
requires men who go through “marriage
broker” services to disclose their domestic
violence histories to potential brides.
If you ever want to despair of the human
condition, do an Internet search on the term
“IMBRA”. The vast majority of the results
returned are authored by men outraged at
these entirely reasonable measures that
keep men from beating their immigrant
wives and using green cards as leverage
to perpetuate the violence. Strangely, few
of these websites argue that men should
be given the direct right to beat women.
It’s hard to imagine what other worldview
they could be operating under, when they
think that it should be perfectly legal for a
man to threaten his wife with deportation if

she leaves him after a round of beating. If
you are under the incorrect impression that
sexism is dead and feminism isn’t needed
anymore, I recommend listening to the
howls of men who think the government
owes them the right to treat immigrant
women like a population available for their
punching bag and sexual assault needs.
That goes double if you’ve ever sneered
at the term “intersections of oppression,”
because I can’t think of a better example
myself.
This article was originally published
on April 7, 2008 at <www.alternet.org>.

Green Cards and Domestic
Violence
Green card manipulation isn’t just a trick
practiced by immigration ofﬁcials wanting
to control and dominate women, either. According to the Family Violence Prevention
Fund (PDF), many domestic abusers use
threats about immigration status to keep
women in relationships with them. Whether
married to citizens or non-citizens, the
quasi-legal status assigned to immigrants
means that many victims of domestic
violence fear seeking help; consequently,
the rates of domestic violence are signiﬁcantly higher for immigrant women than
women at large. Congress stepped in to
create the International Marriage Brokers

If you are interested in immigrant rights,
the local Detention Taskforce meets
every Friday morning (see calendar
on back page for details).
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Community Calendar
May 2008
4

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass. 5 pm, St. Andrew’s
Church, 124 Alden St. 636-7726.
EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60
Minutes. Time Warner Cable
Channel 98. 8 pm. Produced
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

5

12

Council of Park Friends Annual
Mother’s Day Nature Walk. 1
pm, Clark Reservation, Jamesville. meet at park nature center
by 12:45 pm. wear non-skid
shoes. 446-0263.

Winter Soldier 2008 Film Highlights and Live Testimony. 5:30
pm potluck, 7 pm program. Plymouth Church, 232 E. Onondaga St.
472-5478. Free. (see p. 6)
Syracuse Solidarity Network Mtg.
5 pm. Women’s Info Center, 601 Allen
St. SyracuseSolNet@riseup.net

The Emotional World of Farm
Animals. Video (50 min.) 7 pm, Liverpool Public Library, 310 Tulip St.,
Liverpool. People for Animal Rights,
EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 488-PURR or www.peopleforanimalworld music. 10 pm-midnight, rightsofcny.org. Free.
WAER 88.3 FM.
Syracuse United Neighbors, Southside Coalition, 7 pm. Call for location.
476-7475.

18

1922

30

6

7

EVERY WED: Open Figure Drawing. 7-10 pm. Westcott Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Fee.
478-8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith Center,
404 South Ave., Lionel 395-3103.
onondagacreek.org

13
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm, E. Genesee St. & Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt), 472-5478.
Syracuse Cooperative Federal
Credit Union Workshop: Credit
Building, 6-8pm, Assisi Center, 800
N. Salina St. Nick, 471-1116x223 or
www.cooperativefederal.org. Free.

20

14
Military Alternatives Education
Project Career Fair. 11:30 am - 3
pm. Westcott Community Center,
2nd ﬂ., 826 Euclid Ave. Free lunch
for participating youth. Jessica or
Mariah, 472-5478. See page 4.
Syracuse Youth in Action
Meeting. 7pm. Recess Cafe, 110
Harvard Pl.

21

First Annual Westcott Kitchen Syracuse United Neighbors West- Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45Tour, beneﬁt for the Westcott side Coalition. 7 pm, Brown Memorial, 5:30 pm, Geddes St. & W. GenCommunity Center. 10 am - 3 pm. 228 Davis St. 476-7475.
esee St. (Westside), 472-5478.
478-8634 or www.westcottcc.org.
$20/$15 in advance.
Syracuse Cooperative Federal
Credit Union Workshop: CompSyracuse Gay/Lesbian Cathorando una Casa. 6-8 pm, Mundy
lics & Friends Mass. 5 pm, St.
Library, 1204 S. Geddes St. Nick,
Andrew’s Church, 124 Alden St.
471-1116x223. www.cooperative636-7726.
federal.org. Gratis.

Syracuse United Neighbors Skunk
City Neighborhood Association,
6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 1204 S.
Geddes St. 476-7475.

25

28

26
Progressive Coalition. 5:30-7
pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404 Oak St.
Andy, 472-5478.
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm,
Friends Meeting House, 821
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

THURS

1

EVERY WED: Singing For Peace CNY SOA Abolitionists/CaribBoxed Items are Syracuse
and Justice: Syracuse Community bean Latin America CoaliPeace Council related events.
Choir. 7:30 pm. Westcott Community tion. Potluck mtg., 208 Slocum
Info: peacecouncil.net, 472-5478
Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Childcare Ave., 6-8:15 pm, Ann Tiffany,
or spc@peacecouncil.net.
and transportation proivded. Karen, 478-4571.
428-8151 or kmihalyi@a-znet.com
Photo Show: Melody Burnam. or Markdea, 479-5757.
EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Apr. 11-May 9. Women's Info
6-8 pm, Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826
Center, 601 Allen St. www.womenEuclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.
sinfonetwork.net or 478-4636.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm, Rt. 695 exit ramp to
W. Genesee St. (Fairmont),
472-5478.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

11

29

WED

27

8
SPC Steering Committee
Meeting 7 pm, contact ofﬁce for
location, 472-5478.

FRI

SAT

2

EVERY FRIDAY: DetentionTask
Force Meeting. 9 am. Workers'
Rights Center, 232 E. Onondaga
St. Pat Rector, 474-4821.

3 13
EVERY SAT: Peace Outreach at
Regional Market Entrance, Park
St., Syr. 9-10 am. 472-5478.
EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12-1
pm, Cortland Post Ofﬁce, Main St.
tt5544@yahoo.com
EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs, 3
pm, Hanover Sq. Meal Prep: 101
Jerome St., 12:30 pm. 218-5481.

9

10

EVERY THURS: Women's Voices
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8 pm.

Eyewitness Iraq: Rick McDowell & Mary Trotochaud.
7-9 pm, Syracuse Center
for Peace & Social Justice,
2nd ﬂ., 2013 E. Genesee St.
478-4571.

La Estancia Fundraiser: Dessert
Social. 7-8:30 pm. St. Andrews
Church, 124 Alden St., Syracuse.
Donations accepted for classroom
supplies. Report by February
delegation.

"Womyn's Spirit", Women's
Peace Encampment Grafﬁti photos, Billijo Wolf, May 9
- June 13, Women's Info Center,
601 Allen St. 478-4636, www.
womensinfonetwork.net

15

16

EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner
Cable Ch. 98, 9-11 am.
Pottery Sale to beneﬁtEyewitness
Iraq work. 1-4 pm, Womens Info
Center, 601 Allen St. 478-4571.
Bearfoot. 8 pm. Center for the Arts
of Homer. $25, $30 seniors. Free
for students & under 14. 607-7494900. www.center4art.org (see
ad p. 14).

17

20

8

SUN SW Action Comm. 7 pm, Brady EVERY FRIDAY:Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different DrumFaith, 404 South Ave. 476-7475.
mer Cafe, 6-10 pm. 1 Public
Univ. Neighbors Lecture Series, Square, Watertown. 782-0595.
Julie Gedro. Urban Cowgirls: Lesbians in Corporate America, 7:30 PNL May Calendar Deadpm, Westcott Community Center, line. pnl@peacecouncil.net
826 Euclid Ave. $10, Students $5. or 472-5478.
www.westcottcc.org

Ft. Drum Spring Festival. 1-7
pm. Black Water River Park &
Campgrounds, 1605 Huntington
St. Watertown. Music, games, food,
info booths: Military/VA beneﬁts,
disability, PTSD treatment, home
loans. 8 pm (Fri. & Sat.), Different
Drummer Internet Cafe, Reception
for festival visitors, 12 Paddock
Arcade, Watertown.

22

24

23

End the Iraq War Organizing
Meeting. 7 pm. SPC, 2013 E.
Genesee St. Call to conﬁrm.
Jessica, 472-5478.

“The Whole World in Our
Hands: Women Connecting to
Our Wisdom”, Women’s Symposium on Change. 8:30 am4:30 pm. Storer Aud., OCC. Fee.
Scholarships avail. 428-8151,
womensymposium@yahoo.com

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
10 pm. Time Warner Channel 98.
People for Animal Rights.

29

30

31

Pax Christi, 9:30 am, Slocum House,
208 Slocum Ave. 446-1693.

“Every Woman Here: Remnants of Seneca 1982-2006” Syracuse Center for Peace
& Social Justice Grand
and “Stronger Than Before",
Opening Celebration. 3-6 pm.
Films & photo exhibit. Fri.
2013 E. Genesee St. RSVP
& Sat., May 30 & 31, 7 pm,
PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:30 pm, Syracuse Amnesty International
appreciated: 701-1580.
Women’s Info Center, 601 Allen
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. Mtg. 5:30-7 pm. Dewitt Library, Rosy
St. Discussion, refreshments
446-5940. Helpline 635-9230.
George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com. Vigil Against the Death Penalty. and music will follow. $5-10. “Every Woman Here...” See 5/30.
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill
Wheelchair accessible. 607-277Johannes Linstead. 8 pm. HomerEnd the Iraq War Organizing Cuddy, 474-7437.
1236. See p. 7.
Center for Arts. $20, $16 seniors. StuMeeting. 7 pm. SPC, 924 Burnet
dents
& under 14 free. 607-749-4900.
Ave. Jessica, 472-5478.
www.center4art.org (see ad p.14).
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm, Teall Ave. & Rt. 690
(Eastside), 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt Dinner. 5:30-7 pm, St. Vincent's Parish Center (enter on Winton St.),
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

Syracuse Peace Council

TUES

PNL Mailing Party. 4-6:30pm,
2013 E. Genesee St. Come
help and enjoy some pizza.
472-5478.

2013 East Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

