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Invading Iran
Ed Kinane

Men keep going to war. They go for many reasons. The only 
defensible reason, however, is self-defense – of one’s family, 
one’s community, one’s country.

With war many suffer and suffer profoundly. But few gain. 
Why then do men go to war so often? In one way or another most 
soldiers are coerced or brainwashed into battle.

The few who gain keep the pot boiling. Even as they themselves 
avoid battle, those few force others to kill and risk death.

Many are the reasons for not going to war. Just count the 
victims.

Years ago a group of anti-war activists brainstormed rea-
sons to oppose the imminent US attack on Iraq (see Ed Kinane, 
“‘Violence Bounces’: 48 Reasons to Oppose the US Invasion 
of Iraq,” November, 2002 Peace Newsletter). Not much tweak-
ing would be needed for that long list to apply equally to a US 
invasion of Iran.

That tweaking would be no academic exercise. Mr. Cheney 
and Mr. Bush, having despoiled two Islamic nations, are poised 
to despoil a third.

What follows draws on our brainstorm of years ago. As we did 
then, we begin here with reasons to oppose war in general:
 War breeds war. War is contagious. Violence breeds violence. 

“Violence bounces” (e.e. cummings). War unleashes reactive 
terrorism, retaliatory terrorism. War is terrorism.

 War is about killing. Killing  violates virtually every spiri-
tual heritage. That the killing is at a distance or from a high 
altitude, or that it is multiple, doesn’t absolve it.

 In war soldiers lose not only their limbs but their lives. They 
lose not only their psyches but their souls. Thanks to propa-
ganda and misrepresentation, soldiers are put in harrowing 
circumstances no human should have to endure. To avoid killing 
or for the shame of having killed, some commit suicide. (Ac-
cording to an April 21, 2008 Associated Press dispatch, “An 
average of 18 military veterans kill themselves each day….” 
This is many more than are killed on the battlefield.)

 War corrupts. Wars of aggression corrupt absolutely. In war, 
profiteering is rife. Our taxes finance war while the corpora-
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is 
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are community-
based, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our 
supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recogniz-
ing their economic and militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make 
these connections clear.  We initiate and support activities 
that help build this sense of community and help tear down 
the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and 
justice is an economic system that places human need above 
monetary profit.  We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat 
of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means 
of conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.
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Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum              

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

“A rare glimpse into the hearts 
and minds of those who have 
dedicated themselves to ridding 
Iraq of its invaders.”

–Variety

Friday, June 20 @ 8:00 pm
Westcott Community Center

826 Euclid Ave., Syracuse

Free and open to the public.
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Walkin’ for Peace
When the NYS March for Peace walked 
into Syracuse on May 12, about a dozen 
SPC supporters greeted them with signs 
and cheers at the corner of S. Salina and 
Colvin Streets. A News 10 camera person 
followed the march through downtown to 
the Federal Building for a press conference. 
About 75 people came out for the potluck 
and program that evening featuring Winter 
Soldier 2008 video highlights and discus-
sion with local members of Iraq Veterans 
Against the War. Walkers also shared some 
highlights of their journey, including being 
offered hospitality by a family in Homer 
whose son was killed while serving in 
Iraq. Check out nysmarchesforpeace.org 
for additional reports.

$timulate SPC 
Bush would like us to believe that we 
can solve our economy’s deep structural 
problems by using our “stimulus” checks 
on a spending spree. Here’s another idea 
– invest the money in building the grassroots 
movement for peace and social justice by 
stimulating SPC.

We know that money is tight for many 
people – please be as generous as you can. 
Contact Carol for information about SPC 
finances.

924 Burnet is Sold!       
Time for Final Clean-up 

SPC was thrilled to accept an offer to buy 
our former home at 924 Burnet for $23,000. 
Of this, $20,000 will be added to a mort-
gage SPC holds on the Center, a win-win 
financial arrangement in that the Center
gets much needed cash and SPC pays less 
for its space each month once mortgage 
interest payments are factored in. 

We are supposed to vacate the building 
by June 15. What remains to be moved is 

everything in the attic, the garage and the 
basement. To join in the cleaning/sort-
ing/packing process and help sift through 
many years of SPC’s history, or to just 
walk through the building one last time, 
contact Carol or Jessica.

Many thanks to Don Radke of FM 
Realty, attorney Cliff Forstadt and Peter 
Ascioti of Mountaintop Title and Abstract 
for providing pro bono services to SPC as 
part of the sale.

Iraq Activists Bring Passion 
to Syracuse

In early May over 35 folks gathered at the 
Peace and Social Justice Center to hear im-
passioned and knowledgeable presentations 
by veteran Iraq activists Mary Trotochaud 
and Rick McDowell.

Rick focused on the larger Iraq issue 
while Mary recounted her recent experiences 
at two conferences in India, one with Iraqi 
women and the other with Iraqi youth.

After years of working to close the US 
Army’s School of Americas, Rick and Mary 
represented the American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) in Baghdad in 2004 and 

2005. Then, for two more years 
they lobbied Congress to end the 
Iraq war as Senior Fellows at the 
Friends Committee on National 
Legislation in DC.

Rick and Mary’s talks were 
sponsored by three of the Center’s 
partners – SPC, Peace Action 
and AFSC.

–Ann Tiffany

Outreach Tabling 
Opportunities

Summer brings many opportuni-
ties for SPC to be out in the com-
munity. Already we have booked 
tables at the Community Wide 
Dialogue’s Duck Race to End 

Racism (June 7), the CNY Pride Festival 
(June 7) and the Downtown Arts and Crafts 
Fair (July 25-27).

Please help by spending a few hours 
at an SPC outreach table. We sell buttons, 
bumperstickers and t-shirts and give away 
literature. If you have never done this be-
fore, we are happy to match you with an 
experienced tabler. Contact Carol.

We also are selling Duck Race tickets 
for $5 each (SPC keeps half). To pick some 
up to sell or purchase one yourself, please 
stop by the SPC office.

Rose Viviano (right) signs the purchase agreement for the 
sale of SPC’s longtime home at 924 Burnet Ave. With her is 
Sue DeLima of FM Realty which donated real estate services 
to SPC for the sale. Photo: Carol Baum
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Weekly Peace Outreach
Stand for Peace. Let the community 
know!

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
June 3 Rt. 11 in front of Northern 
Lights Plaza (Mattydale)
June 10 Rt. 20 Albany St and 
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
June 17 Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown)
June 24 Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina 
St. (Valley)
July 1 Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and Rt. 
173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius 
July 8 James St. and Thompson 
Rd. (Northside)
July 15 S. Salina St. and E. Colvin 
St. (Southside)
Also every Saturday 9-10 am

in front of the Regional Market
Park St., Syracuse

SPC in Action / from previous page

Gay Pride & Juneteenth 
Parades

SPC rejoices in the California Supreme 
Court’s recent decision to support gay mar-
riage. As usual, we will have a contingent 
at this year’s Pride parade on Saturday, 
June 7 and are looking for fellow march-
ers.  We’ll also have a contingent in the 
Juneteenth Parade on Saturday, June 14. 
Meet at 11:45 at Newell and S. Salina Sts. 
All are welcome. Contact Aly (Pride) 
or Jessica (Juneteenth).

Get There by Bike
SPC’s summer Bikes 4 Peace program 
got a late start this year. SPC’s move 
to a new location (without a garage 
for handy bike storage) might mean 
some changes to the program. We are 
in need of additional people to help 
at summer bike clinics (usually twice 
a month) – anyone with experience 
fixing bikes or interest in learning
(especially young people!) is encour-
aged to get involved. Our first clinics
of the summer will be at the Northeast 
Community Center, 716 Hawley 
Ave., June 10 and 17, 5-7:30 pm. 
We welcome bike donations during 
the clinics. Contact Jessica.

Immigrant Rights are 
Human Rights

The so-called “War on Terror” has strength-
ened the forces of xenophobia in this 
country. Local families are being separated, 
and enforcement of nonsensical punitive 
laws is the norm. Migrant workers are 
being “disappeared” from our streets by 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
agents who have blatantly racially profiled
members of our community. 

Activists, including members of 
the Syracuse Peace Council, formed the 
Detention Task Force as a response a few 
months ago. So far, we have formed a bail 
and legal fund for migrant workers, have 
held educational forums, and are planning 
some local pro-immigrant actions. We 
meet Friday mornings at 9 am at Plymouth 
Congregational Church. Contact Aly.

Alternatives Career Fair
Much thanks to Military Alternatives 
Education Project (MAEP) intern Mariah 
Daniels, a Nottingham junior, for assisting 

with this year’s alternative career fair for 
local high school youth. The fair was held 
on May 14 at the Westcott Community 
Center. Despite low attendance, some good 
connections were made. 

MAEP also had a successful spring of 
tabling at local high schools thanks to Amber 
Coon, Rich Vallejo and Carmen Viviano-
Crafts. Students were particularly engaged 
by the Iraq quiz (from Z Magazine) – and 
surprised by the answers. We hope to improve 
our tabling materials over the summer. 

Hari Chathrattil (on right holding peace sign) at SPC’s 
mass anti-war rally on October 26, 2002. Hari had just 
recently arrived in Syracuse. His son Shivhari is to his left. 
Photo: Mike Greenlar

SPC’s famed “Book Club,” which will 
continue during the summer. It’s a great op-
portunity to meet people of all stripes who are 
concerned about issues of peace and justice. 
Past authors have included Howard Zinn, 
Naomi Klein, and Noam Chomsky. 

The group has become more than just 
an opportunity to share ideas; it has also 
grown into a “support group” of sorts, a 
place where people’s minds are engaged, 
and hearts are encouraged for the struggles 
ahead. Please consider joining us: June 9 
and 23, 7-8:30 pm, 821 Euclid Ave. We 
are looking at titles for our next discussion. 
Contact Aly.

Progressive Coalition
In the wake of our victory on voting tech-
nology for Onondaga County, the Greater 
Syracuse Progressive Coalition is regrouping 
to develop plans for a new campaign. That 
includes reaching out to new organizations 
and reconnecting with groups who haven’t 
been active recently.

The coalition was initiated by the Peace 
Council and the CNY Labor Federation in 
the aftermath of the 2004 election to bring 
together progressive forces in the com-
munity to network and collaborate more 
effectively. Thirteen organizations initially 
signed on as Coalition members.

continued on page 6 bottom left

Activist Appreciation:    
Hari Chathrattil

We are all saddened by the imminent 
departure of our good friend Hari. A ubiq-
uitous presence in the community, he is an 
irreplaceable part of the SPC community. 
His brilliant, compassionate analysis of 
current world events has been a source 
of inspiration to many of us. It seems that 
wherever there is a peace-related event in 
Syracuse, Hari is there with his wise and 
witty observations. He has been a member 
of the Steering Committee, a Study Group 
participant, and has helped at demonstrations 
and rallies. He is also an excellent cook, 
and we will miss his fabulous concoctions. 
Due to the harsh immigration atmosphere, 
he will have to leave to find work outside
this country. Our community’s loss is Viet 
Nam’s gain. We’ll miss you Hari.

Study Group rolls on into 
the summer

All are welcome to join our study group, 
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tions cash in. The profiteersbothpromote
and perpetuate war.

 War demands censorship. War demands 
disinformation. The first casualty of war
is truth. War stifles dissent and erodes
civil liberties. Benito Mussolini told us 
fascism is the merger of the corporations 
with the government. War cloaks and 
consolidates fascism.

 The US is the unopposed master of aerial 
warfare. Air war doesn’t discriminate 
between civilian and military. It targets 
and destroys infrastructure essential 
to civilian life. For the past century 
civilians have been the vast majority 
of war casualties. Killing civilians is 
cowardly. It is terrorism.

 War spreads, surges, spills over, esca-
lates. It ignores borders. War trickles 
down; it comes home to roost. War 
cheapens and brutalizes a people and 
their culture. Domestic abuse rises as 
soldiers – many suffering post-traumatic 
stress disorder – return home.

 Pre-emptive war violates national sover-
eignty. Pre-emptive war violates the UN 
Charter and international law. Violations 
of law – especially by the only superpower 
– undermine global security.

  Financing war becomes a pretext to 
scale back social programs essential 
for the quality of life, essential for 
distributive justice, essential for real 
democracy. War, especially repeated 
war, bankrupts. For better or worse it 
overextends and implodes empire.

 The US now uses depleted uranium in 
its armor and ordinance. Upon returning 
home many soldiers, exposed to toxic and 
radioactive d.u., fall ill. Some conceive 
babies congenitally deformed. In Iraq d.u. 
leads to epidemic childhood leukemia.

 War pollutes and otherwise subverts 
the environment. War squanders the 
earth’s resources.
 

War on Iran
In 1953 a CIA coup toppled the democratically 
elected statesman, Mohammad Mossadegh. 
The CIA then installed the Shah, a tyrant 
and friend to US oil companies. In 1979 a 
popular revolution overthrew the Shah.

Iran, a cradle of civilization, has 
twelve next-door neighbors. In the past 
two centuries it hasn’t invaded any of them. 
Needless to say it has never invaded the 
US…or toppled any US president. Nor has 
Iran looted US oil.

Iran has never provided any credible 
threat to US security. Yet Bush Inc. keeps 
saber rattling, brazenly threatening to 
attack Iran. The folly and viciousness of 
such provocation is clear:
 Since 1979 diplomacy between the US 

and Iran has barely been pursued.
 War against Iran is a neo-con dream. It’s 

about controlling the oil faucet. It’s about 
bending the Middle East to US imperial 
will. It’s about world domination.

 Despite the hype, despite the lies, a war 
on Iran would be one of naked, Nazi-like 
aggression. As they did with Iraq, Israel 
and AIPAC, its US lobby, incite hostility 
to Iran, distorting a realistic assessment 
of our interests in the Middle East.

 War is unpredictable. The contemplated 
air war may morph into land war: 
thousands of US soldiers may die; 
hundreds of thousands of Iranians may 
die. Millions may be displaced.

 War on Iran risks drying up Iranian 
oil on world markets. If an attacked 
Iran succeeds in blocking the Strait 
of Hormuz, other Middle East oil will 
cease to flow. Oil companies may profit
from the scarce supplies, but prices at 
the pump will spike.

 A US invasion pre-empts the choices 
of the Iranian people. It would under-
mine those (many) progressive Iranians 
struggling for reform.

 Muslims are a quarter of the world’s 

population. They may grow impatient 
with the US attacking yet another Islamic 
country. US soldiers in Iraq will reap 
the blowback of Shia rage.

 Yet another invasion may further under-
mine US ties with its allies as the US 
further proves itself a global outlaw, a 
rogue state.

 Like the invasion of Afghanistan and 
Iraq, the invasion of Iran would be 
a war of distraction. That distraction 
might temporarily obscure those two 
failed wars and the deepening recession. 
Domestic opposition here to the war on 
Iran might somehow provide Bush and 
Cheney the pretext to suspend the 2008 
presidential elections…thus postponing 
their indictment for war crimes.

 The US has no legal or moral standing 
to pre-emptively target Iran’s alleged 
nuclear capacity. The US is the world’s 
only perpetrator of nuclear holocaust 
– not once, but twice, not against military 
targets but against civilians. The US 
abetted the nuclearization of Israel.

Given its nuclear arsenal, its use of 
depleted uranium, its arms export industry, 
its support for the Israeli air war on Lebanon, 
and its own terrorist training camps (e.g. 
the US Army’s School of the Americas), 
it is sheer hypocrisy for the US to claim 
it is waging “war on terrorism.”

Lastly: for five fierce years a battered
and factionalized Iraq – without a national 
army or air force – has withstood and 
humbled the mighty US military. Iran is 
even larger, richer, more intact and more 
united than Iraq. As Iraq learned when it 
tried to invade Iran in the eighties, a righ-
teous Iran is no foe to mess with.

Ed edkinane@verizon.net spent two weeks in 
Iran in 2007 on a Fellowship of Reconciliation 
citizen diplomacy delegation. 

Iran / from cover  
Of all the enemies to public liberty war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded, 
because it comprises and develops the germ of every other. War is the 
parent of armies; from these proceed debts and taxes; and armies, and 
debts, and taxes are the known instruments for bringing the many under 
the domination of the few. In war, too, the discretionary power of the 
Executive is extended; its influence in dealing out offices, honors, and 
emoluments is multiplied; and all the means of seducing the minds, are 
added to those of subduing the force, of the people. The same malignant 
aspect in republicanism may be traced in the inequality of fortunes, and the 
opportunities of fraud, growing out of a state of war, and in the degeneracy 
of manners and of morals engendered by both. No nation could preserve its 
freedom in the midst of continual warfare. 

 –James Madison (1795)
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SPC in Action / from page 4

Put your money where your 
heart is: Stimulate Peace

To the editor:
I have been pondering what to do with 
the money I am about to receive from the 
federal government. On the one hand I did 
pay my taxes so if there is a rebate to be 
had I suppose the money is mine. On the 
other hand, both deficit spending and the
national debt are through the roof. That 
means that the only way the government 
can hand out the goodies is to pile on even 
more debt; which means that the money 
is actually stolen from our children, and 
their children, and so on. 

What to do, what to do? I haven’t 
parsed it all out yet but I have decided 
that the first thing I’m going to do with
my windfall is to make an investment 
in peace for the future generations who 
are rightfully entitled to this money. I am 
pledging $100, which I will send to SPC 
as soon as my government check arrives. 
I sincerely invite all people who crave 
peace to join me.

–Barb Kobritz

Letters to the

On April 22, Duane R. Hardy, lifelong 
peace and civil-rights activist and long-
time SPC activist passed away at the age 
of 95. Duane kept SPC’s books for 13 
years and contributed to SPC’s work in 
immeasurable other ways—cutting and 
distributing Peace Newsletters, shoveling 
snow, handling the mail, sharing news and 
stories and much more. His steady pres-
ence was particularly important during a 
difficult period for SPC in the late 1990s
and early 2000s. He spent his final few
years, as age limited his mobility, in the 
Philadelphia area close to family.

Duane was involved with the Socialist 
Party in the 1930s, supported conscientious 
objectors during World War II and was later 
active in the movements for civil rights 
and nuclear disarmament, and against the 
Vietnam War. A quiet man, Duane brought 
the wisdom of those many years of radical 

Duane Hardy Presenté work to SPC.
As Duane wrote in the July-August 

2002 PNL, “When I came to Syracuse in 
1989, I remembered my connections with 
the Peace Council dating back to the 1940s. 
It was my first choice of a place for continu-
ing to work for peace and social justice.”

In a special mock August 16, 1997 
PNL devoted to the birthdays of Duane and 
his wife Nell, Paul Pearce wrote: “Duane 
comes into the Peace Council house wear-
ing many hats, carrying many loads, and 
always has an interesting story to tell…. 
A conversation with Duane is like going 
for an exciting ride on a winding country 
road. There are a lot of twists and turns, 
ups and downs and you usually end up at a 
great destination.” (See www.peacecouncil.
net/duanehardy for additional tributes to 
Duane.) 

While Duane has passed on, his behind 
the scenes contributions and inspiration 
to others will live on for many years to 
come.

–Andy MagerPhoto: Paul Pearce

Within the coalition there is signifi-
cant interest in educational issues in our 
community, recognizing that insufficient
educational infrastructure is a major prob-
lem for all city residents. That will be the 
focus of our June 2 meeting (5:30 pm at 
2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd floor) where we’ll
hear brief presentations from several orga-
nizations working on these issues. Please 
consider joining us.

The coalition will resume its usual 
meeting schedule, the last Monday of the 
month, on June 30. Contact Andy.

NOON Co-sponsors  
Solstice Concert

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON) 
is co-sponsoring the Syracuse Community 
Choir’s Summer Solstice Concert, Courage 
of the Heart. Join us Sunday, June 15 at 
4 pm at the Onondaga Nation School, Rt. 
11A. An ice cream social starts at 3 pm. 

In addition to the Choir’s inspiring 
music, Audrey Shenandoah will speak, 
children from the Nation will be involved 
and there will be Native Arts and Crafts 
and traditional food. This is a great op-
portunity to connect with and support our 
Onondaga neighbors. Call 428-8151 for 
more information.

SPC staff Andy Mager, Carol Baum and Jessica 
Maxwell (left to right) put up the new sign at 
the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social Justice, 
SPC’s new home at 2013 E. Genesee St. The 
past several months have involved a tremendous 
amount of time and effort on SPC and the 
Center’s infrastructure. Photo: Kristin Mosher

$timulate SPC…
Did you know that because of the 
move, staff haven’t had as much 
time to organize fundraisers?
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Katherine has degrees in Religion and Depth 
Psychology (B.A., 1991), and Ceramics (B.F.A., 
2007) from Syracuse University. In 2004/5 
she attended nearly every day of the 17-week 
Help the Needy trial. She is a member of the 
Dr. Dhafir Support Committee and for the
last three and a half years she has tried to 
educate people about Dr. Dhafir’s case and
the plight of Islamic charities in the US. See 
her website: www.dhafirtrial.net.

SU’s Institute for National Security and 
Counterterrorism and the Dr. Dhafir Case
Katherine Hughes

The April 2008 Peace Newsletter started 
a much-needed discussion about Syra-
cuse University and its National Security 
programs. I would like to draw attention 
to one occasion involving the SU Law 
School, the Institute for National Security 
and Counterterrorism (INSCT) and local 
Doctor Rafil Dhafir.

Dr. Dhafir is an Iraqi-born Muslim, an
oncologist, founding member of the local 
mosque and an esteemed member of the 
Syracuse Muslim community. He has been a 
US citizen for 30 years. As a direct response 
to the humanitarian catastrophe created by 
the Gulf War and US- and UK-sponsored 
UN sanctions on Iraq, he founded the charity 
Help The Needy (HTN). For 13 years he 
worked tirelessly to help publicize the plight 
of the Iraqi people and to raise funds to help 
them. UN statistics showed that, due to the 
embargo, 6,000 children under the age of 
five were dying every month throughout
the 1990s (Pilger, “Impact of Sanctions,” 
www.johnpilger.com). 

According to the US government, Dr. 
Dhafir donated $1.25 million of his own
money. As an oncologist, he was also 
concerned about the effects of depleted 
uranium on the Iraqi population that was 
experiencing a spike in cancer rates (www.
afsc.org). For the crime of sending food 
and medicine to starving Iraqi civilians, 
he was convicted of violating the Intern-
ational Economic Emergency Powers Act 
(IEEPA) and of committing white-collar 
crime. After being held without bail for 
31 months, he was sentenced to 22 years 
in prison on October 27, 2005.

SU Law School Lecture
On November 15, 2005, just weeks after 

Dr. Dhafir’s sentencing, INSCT sponsored
a public lecture on “terrorist financing” in
which he and the Help the Needy case were 
highlighted. Jeff Breinholt, then-Deputy 
Chief of the Counterterrorism Section at 
the US Department of Justice and INSCT 
Research and Practice Associate (currently 
a Senior Fellow and Director of National 
Security Law at the International Assess-
ment and Strategy Center), and Greg West, 
one of the HTN prosecutors, presented the 
lecture. The lecture drew on a 2003 paper 
Breinholt wrote in which Dr. Dhafir and
HTN, and other Muslim charities, were 
listed under “clean money” cases - as 
opposed to “dirty money” cases (Brein-
holt, “Terrorist Financing,” US Attorney 
Bulletin, July 2003, Vol. 51, no. 4, p. 20, 
www.usdoj.gov/usao/eousa/foia_read-
ing_room/usab5104.pdf). The other two 
HTN prosecutors, Michael Olmsted and 
Steve Green, were also present, along with 
students and law school faculty.   

The lecture occurred despite the fact 
that Dr. Dhafir never faced any charges
of terrorism in a court of law. Indeed, the 
government prevented him from challenging 
this “charge” in court by securing an in 
limine motion that precluded the defense 
from arguing or presenting evidence at 
trial concerning the government’s “alleged 
motives in investigating and prosecuting” 
the case, the “integrity and/or credibility of 
the government’s investigation” and “related 
issues” (jvbline.org/dhafirbrief1.pdf).

Breinholt told students the HTN case 
had been “under-prosecuted.” In the context 
of the lecture title – “A Law Enforcement 
Approach to Terrorist Financing” – the 
implication was clear. Breinholt explained 
that because the “American public won’t 
tolerate anything less than the rule of law,” 
creative ways had to be figured out to draft
laws that the government can use to prosecute  
“terrorist financing”. He told students about 
the statutes being used as powerful tools 
for prosecution of terrorist financing and
explained that these tools were not widely 
known even among prosecutors. And he 
voiced hope that law schools could serve 
as a kind of farm system educating students 
in this new field of law and that this in turn
would create lawyers who could use these 
new prosecution tools.

A major tool that has emerged to gain 
convictions in “terrorist” financing cases
is the use of IEEPA violations. Breinholt 
said that to convict under IEEPA all that 
was necessary was to build a chain of 
inferences from available circumstantial 
evidence.

Neither Breinholt nor West told the 
class that these “powerful prosecution 
tools” are being used mostly against Mu-
slim charities and individuals associated 
with those charities. Nor did they mention 
that violations by large corporations like 
Halliburton, which did billions of dollars 
worth of business in defiance of IEEPA,
go largely unpunished (www.forusa.org/
fellowship/nov-dec06/KatherineHughes.
html). At most these corporations have 
gotten a slap on the wrist and a fine, but
no individual board member or officer

continued on next page

Deputy Chief of the Department of Justice’s 
Counterterrorism Section, Jeffery Breinholt 
(above), and Assistant United States Attorney 
for the Northern District of New York, Gregory 
West, were featured speakers at the SU Law 
School on “A Law Enforcement Approach to 
Terrorist Financing” just weeks after Dr. Dhafir 
was sentenced to prison. Photo: insct.syr.edu
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Dhafir / from page 4

has ever faced prosecution. And although 
many non-Muslim charities work in the 
same troubled regions of the world as 
Muslim charities, not a single non-Muslim 
charity has been closed. None of this was 
mentioned at the lecture.

By hosting this lecture on Dr. Dhafir
and the HTN case, the Syracuse University 
Law School gave credence to a charge never 
brought, and in doing so it became an ac-
complice in the government’s subterfuge. 
After the lecture I requested that American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) court watch-
ers who attended the trial be provided with 
“equal time.” Syracuse Law School Dean 
Hannah Arterian denied this request.

A Lesson From History
We are right to question National Security 
programs at SU when we see how academic 
programs like these have been used in the 
past. Raul Hilberg, in his meticulously 
documented The Destruction of the Euro-
pean Jews shows to what nefarious uses 
such scholarship can be put. According to 
Hilberg, in order to build up a storehouse 

of propaganda against the Jews, “‘Re-
search institutes’ were formed, doctoral 
dissertations were written, and volumes 
of propaganda literature were printed by 
every conceivable agency.” The picture 
drawn by this propaganda was of “an 
international Jewry ruling the world and 
plotting the destruction of Germany and 
German life (Octagon Books, New York, 
1978, p. 654).

In the post-9/11 United States, it is 
obvious that Arabs and Muslims are not 
being afforded the protections the Bill of 
Rights guarantees to all and, in many arenas, 
are being demonized. INSCT describes its 
mission as studying “how governments can 
confront threats to their citizens posed by 
terrorism while safeguarding constitutional 
liberties and human rights.” Yet when 
contacted in summer 2005 about denial 
of due process in the HTN case, it had no 
interest in the case.

We must challenge programs like 
INSCT to live up to all parts of its mis-
sion. While furthering “a research agenda 
in security and terrorism,” it must not do 
so at the cost of respect for civil liberties 
and due process for all.
 

$timulate SPC…
Did you know that almost all SPC’s 
income comes from individual 
supporters like you – through 
direct contributions, attending 
fundraising events, or supporting 
the Peace Newsletter. 

And, that donations tend to plum-
met in the summer? Please don’t 
let that happen this year.

GET THE WORD OUT...

Tabloids, Booklets & Flyers
Complete Mailing Services

$$ Finders Fee $$
for successful recommendations

Newsletters•Newspapers
PROGRESSIVE UNION PRINTSHOP

1-800-213-9558
prompt@snip.net

From 1,000 to 100,000 copies



June 2008 Peace Newsletter 9

Alexis owns and operates Second Story Books at 550 Westcott St.

Summer Reading: Books to Inspire 
Compiled by Alexis Harwood

Standing Up To The Madness: Ordinary 
Heroes in Extraordinary Times 
Amy Goodman and David Goodman. Hyperion: 
May 2008. 250pp.

The award-winning journalists and 
authors of The Exception to the 
Rulers and Static return with this 
revolutionary work that celebrates 
the ordinary heroes who have stood 
up, often at great risk, to defend 
democracy and change the US for 
the better.

Standing Up to the Madness 
not only is a timely, inspiring, and 
even revolutionary look at who 
wields the greatest power in the 
US – everyday people who take a 
chance and stand up for what they 
believe in – but also offers advice on what you can do to help.

As the Bush administration has waged war abroad and at 
home, it has catalyzed a vast groundswell of political action. 
From African-American residents of deluged New Orleans who 
are fighting racism and City Hall to regain their homes; to four
Connecticut librarians who refused to spy on their patrons, chal-
lenged the US PATRIOT Act, and won; to a group of high school 
students who were barred from performing a play they wrote on 
the Iraq War based on letters for soldiers; to the first US Army
officer to publicly refuse orders to deploy to Iraq, charging that
his duty as an officer is to refuse to fight in an illegal and im-
moral war, Standing Up to the Madness profiles citizens rising to
extraordinary challenges. And, in the process, they are changing 
the way that politics is done, both now and in the future.

In communities around the United States, courageous in-
dividuals have taken leaps of faith to stop the madness. They 
could only hope that if they led, others would follow. This is how 
movements are born. What begins as one eventually becomes 
many. In that tradition, the authors have included the ways in 
which any individual can take action and effect change.

The Fire and The Word: A History of the 
Zapatista Movement
Gloria Muñoz Ramírez. City Lights Publishers: 
April 2008. 333 pp.

The Fire and the Word tells the story of the Zapatista movement, 
from its clandestine birth in the jungle of Chiapas, to its impact on 
Mexico and its ongoing influence around the world. Gloria Muñoz
lived for years in remote Mayan villages and interviewed some 
of the group’s organizers. Their first-person accounts are woven
throughout the text, along with reportage and contextual history. 

The result is a story composed of 
the little pieces of mirrors and 
crystals that make up the various 
moments of the Zapatistas’ years 
of open struggle, the reflections of
a history that is still being made, 
one which continues to inform and 
inspire activists and intellectuals 
around the globe.

Beautifully illustrated with a 
collection of the most emblematic 
photographs from Zapatista his-
tory, The Fire and the Word is an 
inspiring testimony of resistance 
and hope.

When the Prisoners Ran Walpole: A True 
Story in the Movement for Prison Abolition
Jamie Bissonette. South End Press: November 
2007. 258 pp.

In 1971, Attica’s prison yard mas-
sacre shocked the public, prison-
ers, and political leaders across 
the United States. Massachusetts 
residents pledged to prevent such 
slaughter from ever happening 
there, and the governor agreed. 
Thus began a move for reform 
that eventually led to the prisoners 
at Walpole’s Massachusetts Cor-
rectional Institute winning control 
of its day-to-day operations.

When the Prisoners Ran 
Walpole brings this vital history 
to life, revealing what can happen when there is public will 
for change and trust that the incarcerated can achieve it. In the 
months before they took over running the maximum-security 
facility in 1973, prisoners and outside advocates created programs 
that sent more prisoners home for good, slowing the turn of the 
famous revolving door by 23 percent and decreasing Walpole’s 
population by 15 percent.

When guards protested the changes they saw as choking 
their livelihoods, finally refusing to run the prison, the prisoners
stepped ably into the void, and all-out peace ensued. They shrank 
the murder rate from the highest in the country to zero. Even 
more significantly, they worked hard to bury racial antagonism
and longstanding feuds so even “lifers” with no hope of going 
home could find ways to live together, learn, and grow – to regain,
finally, the humanity that the system intended to squash.

Critical to the work of prison abolitionists and transitional 
reformists alike, this groundbreaking history offers a real-life 
example of a prison solution many see only as theoretical. It 
not only reminds us why people seek to make prisons obsolete, 
but also recalls a time when we were much closer to these abo-
litionist goals. 
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Compiled by Donna Muhs-
McCarten

The undocumented and non-citizens DO 
have legal rights under the US Constitution, 
including the right to equal protection of 
the law and due process. In the US, non-
citizens are persons who do not have US 
citizenship, including lawful permanent 
residents, refugees and asylum seekers, 
persons who have permission to come to 
the US for reasons like work, school or 
travel, and those without legal 
immigration status of any kind. 
Non-citizens who are in the US—no 
matter what their immigration 
status—generally have the same 
constitutional rights as citizens 
when law enforcement officers
stop, question, arrest, or search 
them or their homes. 

Below are excerpts from 
the ACLU booklet,  “Know 
Your Rights” (www.aclu.org). 

Q: What can I do if law enforcement 
officers want to question me?
A: You have the same right to 
be silent that US citizens have, 
so the general rule is that you do 
not have to answer any questions 
that a law enforcement officer asks
you. However, there are exceptions 
to this at ports of entry, such as 
airports and borders.

Q: Do I have to answer questions about 
whether I am a US citizen, where I was 
born, where I live, where I am from, or other 
questions about my immigration status?
A: You do not have to answer any of 
the above questions if you do not want to 
answer them. But do not falsely claim US 
citizenship. It is almost always a good idea 
to speak with a lawyer before you answer 
questions about your immigration status. 
Exception: Non-immigrants are non-citi-
zens who are authorized to be in the US 
for a particular reason or activity, such as a 
person with a tourist, student, or work visa. 
Immigration officers can require non-im-
migrants to provide information related to 
their immigration status. You can still say 
that you would like to have your lawyer 
with you before you answer questions, and 

you have the right to stay silent.

Q: Do I have to show officers my immi-
gration documents?
A: The law requires non-citizens who are 
18 or older and who have been issued valid 
US immigration documents to carry those 
documents with them at all times. (These 
immigration documents are often called 
“alien registration” documents. The type 
you need to carry depends on your immi-
gration status. Some examples include an 

Q: What should I do if immigration of-
ficers arrest me?
A: Assert your rights. Non-citizens have 
rights that are important for their immi-
gration cases. You do not have to answer 
questions. You can tell the officer you want
to speak with a lawyer. You do not have 
to sign anything giving up your rights, 
and should never sign anything without 
reading, understanding and knowing the 
consequences of signing it. If you do sign 
a waiver, immigration agents could try to 

deport you before you see a lawyer 
or a judge. The immigration laws 
are hard to understand. There may 
be options for you that the immi-
gration officers will not explain to
you. You should talk to a lawyer 
before signing anything or making 
a decision about your situation. If 
possible, carry with you the name 
and telephone number of a lawyer 
who will take your calls.

Q: Do I have the right to talk to 
a lawyer before answering any 
law enforcement officers’ ques-
tions or signing any immigration 
papers?
A: Yes. You have the right to call 
a lawyer or your family if you are 
detained, and you have the right to 
be visited by a lawyer in detention. 
You have the right to have your 
attorney with you at any hearing 

before an immigration judge. You do not 
have the right to a government-appointed 
attorney for immigration proceedings, but 
immigration officials must give you a list of
free or low-cost legal service providers.

RESOURCES:
National Immigration Law Center:
(213) 639-3900, www.nilc.org

National Immigration Project:
(617) 227-9727, www.nationalimmigra-
tionproject.org

Advice to the Undocumented: Stay Silent

Image: Sacramentofordemocracy.org

$timulate SPC…
Did you know that donations tend 
to plummet in the summer? Please 
don’t let that happen this year.

unexpired permanent resident card (“green 
card”), I-94, Employment Authorization 
Document (EAD), or border crossing card.) 
Failure to comply can be a misdemeanor 
crime. If you have your valid US immigra-
tion documents and you are asked for them,  
it is usually a good idea to show them to 
the officer because it is possible that you
will be arrested if you do not do so. Keep 
a copy of your documents in a safe place 
and apply for a replacement immediately 
if you lose your documents or if they are 
going to expire. If you are arrested because 
you do not have your US immigration 
documents with you, but you have them 
elsewhere, ask a friend or family member 
(preferably one who has valid immigration 
status) to bring them to you. If you tell an 
immigration officer that you are not a US
citizen and you then cannot produce valid 
US immigration documents, there is a very 
good chance you will be arrested. 
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Philip P. Arnold

The history of Native American boarding 
schools clearly illustrates how the US 
and Canadian Governments, and various 
Christian denominations have actively 
collaborated to “convert” and “civilize” 
Native people. Under the mantle of “Kill the 
Indian, save the Man,” Col. Richard Henry 
Pratt founded the Carlisle Indian Industrial 
School in Pennsylvania in 1879. 

Several hundred other schools opened 
in the following decades that were run by a 
variety of Christian denominations (Catholic, 
Methodist, Episcopalian, Quakers among 
others) but they were all financed through
the US and Canadian governments. Most 
of them closed in the 1970s and ’80s.

Traumatizing Children
The Thomas Boarding School on the 
Seneca Cattaraugus Nation Territory, for 
example, was run by the Quakers to educate 
and “civilize” children of the Iroquois Six 
Nations Territories (including the Onon-
daga Nation). There are numerous stories 
of children being taken from their homes, 
sometimes by force, to travel long distances 
to live at these schools, sometimes for 
many years. The children were forced to 
cut their hair, wear military uniforms and, 
most tragically, stop speaking their native 
languages and performing their traditional 
ceremonies.

In some cases, these children were 
incarcerated for trying to escape, and died 
or were murdered in these schools. All of 
these students were radically transformed by 
these experiences. Boarding schools have 
had a devastating impact for generations 
on Indigenous communities throughout 
North America. It would be difficult to
name anything more destructive to the 
integrity of traditional knowledge than the 
boarding school program. Nearly every 
Native American family has been impacted 
by these schools.

An Unrepentant Church
In February 2008 Syracuse University hosted 
a screening of “UNREPENTANT: Kevin 
Annett and Canada’s Genocide” (2007) and 
a public conversation with Kevin Annett.  

Reverend Annett started his first ministry
for the United Church of Canada (UCC) 
on Vancouver Island in the 1980s. He 
immediately noticed that in spite of there 
being a large Native American population 
in the community, none of them attended 
his church. 

He made a concerted effort to reach 
out and listen to their stories. Annett was 
shocked to learn that the UCC, as well as 
Catholic and Episcopalian run boarding 
schools had been directly involved in trau-
matizing Native American children. 

For nearly 70 years, sexual abuse, tor-
ture and murder occurred in these boarding 
schools. Annett uncovered UCC involvement 
with the physical and cultural extermina-
tion of native populations so their lands 
could be made available to government 
and private interests. These Christian run 
and government-funded boarding schools 
dedicated to “civilizing” Native Americans 
were the means by which private interests 
acquired vast tracts of valuable land. 

Annett’s exposure of the UCC’s involve-
ment in these genocidal practices resulted 
in his being defrocked in 1996. The UCC 
dedicated itself to silencing Annett by 
encouraging his wife to file for a divorce,
cutting funds for his graduate work and 
suppressing his publications. With growing 
interest among boarding school survivors 
in filing class action lawsuits against the
church, Annett’s dissenting inside voice had 
to be squelched. You can see Kevin Annett’s 
film in its entirety and buy his book Hidden 

From History: The Canadian Holocaust at 
www.hiddenfromhistory.org.

Making Amends
With mounting pressure from the adop-
tion of the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (September 2007), 
there may be growing opportunities for 
reconciliation. Recently the Prime Ministers 
of Australia and Canada have apologized 
to the Indigenous people affected by the 
legacy of boarding schools in their nations. 
The US lags behind in these international 
human rights initiatives. 

Religion and the freedom from religion 
have never applied to Native American 
traditions. If immigrant people came to 
the US to escape religious persecution then 
why have they perpetrated the same sort 
of persecution on the indigenous peoples 
of North America? 

There are also difficult theological is-
sues. Why does Christianity, with respect 
to Native American Indigenous traditions, 
seem to require an overwhelming con-
fidence in knowing the nature of God?
As the boarding schools reflect, religious
institutions have committed themselves 
to a dichotomy between “primitive” and 
“civilized.” Are we suffering culturally and 
environmentally as a consequence of this? 
These are urgent questions that require us 
all—Native and non-Native, Indigenous and 
Immigrant, Traditional Native American, 
Christian and other—to actively resolve 
through reconciliation.

Philip teaches Religion at Syracuse University, 
is a member of NOON and coordinates the 
Roots of Peacemaking.

Patriotic pageants that celebrated American citizenship and Christianity were commonly held 
at Hampton Institute and other boarding schools. This one was to celebrate Indian Citizenship 
Day. Patriotic songs, parades, and poetry were part of the “celebration.” Haudenosaunee young 
people were the second largest group of native students at Hampton. Photo: To Lead and to serve: 
American Indian Education at Hampton Institute 1878-1923.

Confronting the Legacy of Native American 
BOARDING SCHOOLS
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324 Burnet Ave. on the corner of Catherine St.
Syracuse, NY 13203

Phone: 422.8401 • Fax: 422.8403
www.SparkyTown.net

Linda “Sparky” Mortimer • Chef/Owner

Check out new summer menu & hours!
Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11-3
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Karen Dolan is a fellow at the Institute for 
Policy Studies in Washington, D.C., and a 
contributor to Foreign Policy In Focus. Ben 
Manski is a Wisconsin attorney and the execu-
tive director of the Liberty Tree Foundation 
for the Democratic Revolution.

Your Time is Up, Mr. President – the 
National Guard is Coming Home
Karen Dolan and Ben Manski

Guess what, Mr. President? Your authority 
to keep state National Guard troops in Iraq 
has expired. So says a new bill introduced 
this week [first week of February] to the
Vermont Legislature by Rep. Michael Fisher 
and Sen. Peter Shumlin. It is supported by 
30 of their colleagues. 

“It is clear that the mission that Congress 
authorized no longer exists,” 
said Fisher. “Unless Congress 
grants a new authorization, 
the Vermont Guard should 
revert back to state control.” 
The Vermont bill states: 

The Authorization for 
the Use of Military Force 
of October 16th, 2002, 
having expired, the Gen-
eral Assembly declares 
that all members of the 
Vermont National Guard 
should be promptly and 
expeditiously withdrawn 
from Iraq, subject only 
to the conditions of time 
and manner specifically required to
assure their safety and well-being 
during removal operations.… The 
General Assembly calls on the 
Governor of Vermont to take prompt 
steps as the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Vermont National Guard to 
effectuate these purposes. 

The Guard are the mainstay of Amer-
ica’s national defense, and as with other 
American institutions, the Guard’s duties 
are distributed between the states and the 
federal government. Unless called into 
national service, each unit and each indi-
vidual member of the Guard remains in the 
service of their respective states. 

Five years ago, George Bush called the 
Guard into national service pursuant to the 
2002 Authorization to Use Military Force 
(AUMF) against Iraq. The AUMF, passed 

by Congress in its rush to war, established 
a limited mission: First, the removal of 
Saddam Hussein from power; second, 
enforcement of preceding United Nations 
Security Council resolutions regarding the 
elimination of alleged Iraqi WMDs and 
ballistic missiles. The Vermont bill recog-
nizes that those two mission objectives are 
complete and that the national service of 
the Vermont Guard is over; the bill recalls 

the Guard to state control. 
And Vermont is not alone. State leg-

islators in Minnesota, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island plan to 
sponsor similar legislation. And legislators 
in several other states, including Mary-
land, Maine and Wisconsin, have openly 
declared that they are examining the issue 
and considering following suit. 

This latest chapter in Democracy v. 
Empire illustrates one of the most significant
and perhaps most underreported aspects 
of the tragedy which is the occupation of 
Iraq: The wisdom of the US people. For 
a public that has all but given up hope 
for congressional action to end the war, 
this new state-based legal approach takes 
advantage of a surge of another kind.

In the run-up to the ill-fated US inva-
sion of Iraq in March of 2003, nearly 200 
municipalities passed symbolic resolutions 
stating all of the reasons that the United 
States should not invade: The war would 
be too costly; it was the wrong priority for 
federal funds that could be better spent in 
our own crumbling communities; there 
was no evidence of an imminent threat 
from Iraq; there was insufficient evidence

of WMDs; UN weapons inspectors needed 
time to finish doing their job; hope lay
with multilateralism, not unilateralism; 
and above all, the potential was great for 
devastating and unnecessary loss of life 
on all sides. 

Unfortunately, the wisdom from Main 
Street USA proved vastly better than the 
“intelligence” propagated by 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue.

In these last five years
of occupation, we have seen 
estimates of the war cost rise 
to between $500 billion and 
$3.5 trillion, depending on 
the source. Four thousand US 
soldiers and over half a million 
innocent Iraqi civilians – men, 
women and children – have 
lost their lives; hundreds of 
thousands of others have been 
seriously wounded. Iraq no 
longer exists as an independent 
or intact nation. 

In the face of the horrific
war toll, world and domestic 
public opinion have turned 

sharply against both the foolish presidency 
and the cowardly Congress. Over 300 cities, 
towns, counties and states have expressed 
opposition to continuing the war. Fully half 
of the US population either affirmatively
voted in popular referenda for withdrawal 
from Iraq, or are represented by elected city 
councils, town boards or state legislatures 
that voted for withdrawal. The wisdom of the 
American people continues unabated. 

Now, with the Vermont legislation, 
the public wisdom may become a reality. 
Those same legislators who passed anti-war 
resolutions can now cast votes recalling 
the Guard from Iraq. Vermont has, once 
again, led the way. And many other states 
have been quick to follow. 

Mr. President, your time is up. Your 
authority is over. The people have said 
their piece. Now they are beginning to 
bring the women and men of the National 
Guard home. 

This article was originally published on 
February 5, 2008 at www.alternet.org. As 
we went to print the Vermont legislature 
had still not voted on the bill. You can check 
its status at www.leg.state.vt.us.
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Cooperative Federal
  723 Westcott Street · Syracuse, NY 13210
  www.cooperativefederal.org

Open to anyone who lives, works, worships 
or attends school in Syracuse and all 

members of the Syracuse Peace Council

471-1116
Call Greg - ext 231

Sick of owing big 
bucks to Big Banks?
Cancel your credit card debt and pay 

less in interest with a consolidation 
loan at Cooperative Federal.

*Rates are based on credit score, payment 
method, length of loan, downpayment 

amount and collateral value.

Loan
Sale

Rates as low as*

6.45%
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Youth Voices is a new column 
for youth ages 6 to 18. The 
topic for April, May and June 

is the environment. 
Submissions may be essays 

(200-400 words), poetry (25 lines), or artwork, 
sent to: leyanadessauer@yahoo.com.

What Global 
Warming 
Means
to Me

Hamish Gibbs

Global Warming is caused by our CO2 emissions weakening the 
atmosphere so that more sunlight can get through the ozone and 
more heat is trapped. Almost everything we do creates CO2. We 
drive our cars and we have most of our electricity from fossil fuel 
burning plants. Lots of energy consuming people in this country 
live in the suburbs where it takes a lot of gasoline to drive to your 
job or to whatever you have to do. If anything the shortage of 
fossil fuels will help by bringing people closer together. If there 

is less transportation then to see the family you would have to 
pay more and more and more until it wouldn’t be possible with 
fossil fuel, so families would have to move closer together and 
wouldn’t spread all over the place. I know a lot of people who 
would go on about the problem being the adults, but look what 
I am typing on. We are all part of the problem. But like they 
say in the movie Evan Almighty it only takes one random act of 
kindness at a time to change the world. It only takes one energy 
saving act at a time to stop global warming.

Hamish is in 6th grade at Manlius Pebble Hill School. His dad 
bikes to work every day.

For Complete Information, check
Cobblestonevalley.com or call after June 5

$timulate SPC…
Did you know that printing of the May PNL cost $430? 
And that postage for mailing it was $353?

YOUTH VOICES

Conserve The Environment
Zach Smith

There are many factors contributing to the downfall of the envi-
ronment on our planet. The Earth has been around for billions of 
years. The environment on Earth wasn’t always green and suit-
able for humans. The Earth has gone through many time periods 
where life has sustained itself in large numbers but these numbers 
don’t always last. The Earth can continue being a planet without 
our green environment. The many extinctions in the past have 
shown this. It is the life and environment on Earth that suffer 
from global devastation such as: ice ages, meteor strikes, global 
cooling, and Global Warming.

Global Warming is what we as humans face now, and 
everyone can do their part in fixing it. Humans release carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere as we use cars, energy, and many 
other resources. This is polluting our atmosphere and is causing 
heat from the sun to stay in the Earth’s atmosphere.

There are still some misconceptions about global warming. 
Fellow students of mine often ask, “How is there global warming 
if it is so cold now in what is supposed to be a warmer part of 
the year?” Global climate and weather patterns are completely 
different. The climate of the entire Earth has risen in temperature 
over the last 20 years further than it has ever risen in the history 
of humankind. The climate is overall temperature averages and 
can control the entire Earth. Eventually the Earth would become 
too warm and insufficient for humans to live on and many other
living things.

Everyone should care about this issue. The future of humans 
and many other life forms depend on us, and what happens now. 
Everyone can contribute to helping our environment. Here are 
many small tasks that can be done: turn off lights, computers and 
televisions when they are not being used, use public transportation 
or carpool, use energy efficient appliances, and use less paper
and paper-made products. If everyone contributes, the future of 
humans can be sustained.
Zach is 17.
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Community Wide Dialogue’s 6th 
Annual Duck Race to End Racism. 
12-4pm. Syracuse's Inner Harbor,.
Beverly Mack, 449-3552, ext. 119.

Pride Events: Rainbow Flag Raising, 
11 am. City Hall, 233 E. Washington 
St. Parade kick off, 11:30 am. Join 
the SPC contingent (see p.4). 
Festival, 12-5:30 pm. Everson Plaza.  
378-8744.
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) 
and Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), 
Manlius. 472-5478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drum-
mer Cafe. 6-10 pm. 1 Public 
Square,  Watertown. 782-0595.

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10 pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

EVERY THURS: Women's Voices 
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8 pm.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting. 7 pm. Call for location, 
472-5478.

EVERY WED:  Open Figure Draw-
ing. 7-10 pm. Westcott Commu-
nity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 
478-8634.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 3 
pm. Hanover Sq. Meal Prep. at noon. 
728 Westcott St.  218-5481.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends Mass. 5  pm. St. Andrew’s 
Church, 124 Alden St. 636-7726.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

FILM: Meeting Resistance. 
8 pm. Westcott Commu-
nity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
(See p. 3.)

PFLAG Monthly Meeting.  7:30 pm, 
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. 
446-5940. Helpline 635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  South-
side Coalition. 7 pm. 476-7475.

SUN SW Action Comm. 7 pm. Brady 
Faith, 404 South Ave. 476-7475.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11 am.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm. 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

PNL July/Aug Calendar Dead-
line. pnl@peacecouncil.net or 
472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30 
pm. Rt. 20 (Albany St.) and Linck-
laen St. (Cazenovia). 472-5478.

Syracuse Coop. Fed. Credit Union 
Workshops: Let's Get Organized. 
6-8 pm. Beauchamp Library, 2111 
S. Salina St. 476-1451.  Intro to 
Quickbooks. 6-8 pm. SW Economic 
Business Resource Center, 506 
W. Onondaga St. 471-2720 (2nd 
session 6/19). 

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7 pm, St. Vincent's Par-
ish Center (enter on Winton St.), 
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8 pm. Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12-1 
pm. Cortland Post Office, Main St. 
tt5544@yahoo.com

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6 pm. Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org

CNY SOA Abolitionists/Carib-
bean Latin America Coali-
tion. Potluck mtg. 6-8:15 pm. 
208 Slocum Ave. Ann Tiffany, 
478-4571.

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. 
Info:  peacecouncil.net, 472-5478 
or spc@peacecouncil.net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10 pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Syracuse Amnesty International 
Mtg. 5:30-7 pm. Dewitt Library, Rosy 
George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com.

EVERY  WED: Singing For Peace 
and Justice: Syracuse Community 
Choir. 7:30 pm. Westcott Community 
Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Childcare and 
transportation provided. Karen, 428-
8151 or kmihalyi@a-znet.com.

JULY EVENTS: 
Weekly Peace Outreach
Tuesdays, 4:45-5:30
July 8 at James St. and Thompson 
Rd. (Northside). 
July 15 at S. Salina St. and E. Colvin 
St. (Southside).
PNL Mailing Party July 17, 4-6:30 
pm. 2013 E. Genesee St. 

Syracuse United Neighbors  Skunk 
City Neighborhood Association. 
6:30 pm. Mundy Library, 1204 S. 
Geddes St. 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition. 7 pm. Brown Memorial, 
228 Davis St. 476-7475.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

Pax Christi. 9:30 am. Slocum House, 
208 Slocum Ave. 446-1693.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley). 472-5478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. 9 am. Workers' 
Rights Center, Plymouth Church, 
232 E. Onondaga St. Pat Rector, 
474-4821.

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass. 5 pm. St. Andrew’s, 
124 Alden St.  636-7726.

Photo Exhibit: Amy Dugliss-
June 13-July 11. Women’s Info 
Center, 601 Allen St. www.
womensinfonetwork.net.

Spyro Gyra. 8 pm. Center for 
the Arts of Homer. $35, $30 
seniors/$17 students. 607-
749-4900. www.center4art.org 

EVERY SAT: Peace Outreach at 
Regional Market Entrance, Park 
St., Syr.  9-10 am. 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Rt. 11 (in front of 
Northern Lights Shopping Center, 
Mattydale). 472-5478.

FILM: Viva Cuba. 7:30 pm. May 
Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee St.

Pastors for Peace Caravan to Cuba. 
6 pm Potluck. 7pm Program. May 
Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee St.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition. 5:30-7 pm. Syracuse 
Center for Peace and Social Justice, 
2013 E. Genesee St. 2nd flr. Andy, 
472-5478.

Juneteenth Dinner Celebration. 6 
pm. Dr. .Martin Luther King School. 
$30 in advance.  491-4626.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition. 5:30-7 pm. Syracuse 
Center for Peace and Social Justice, 
2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd flr. Andy, 
472-5478.

Thornden Park Assoc. Garden 
Tour. 1-4 pm. Buy maps/tickets 
noon-3 pm at Thornden Park Field 
House. 478-5164. $10.

CNYNYCLU Dinner. 6 pm. Lafayette 
Hills Golf & Country Club, Lafayette 
Rd., Jamesville. $75. 471-2821.

Juneteenth: Gospel Youth and 
Family Day. Jubilee Park, 100 
South Ave. 440-0129.

Juneteenth Activities: Parade, 
noon. New St. & S. Salina St. - join 
the SPC contingent (see p. 4).  
Festival, noon-10:30 pm. Clinton 
Sq.  422-9400.

Glengarry Bhoys. 8 pm. Center 
for the Arts of Homer. $20, 
$16 seniors, students/14 & 
under free. 607-749-4900. www.
center4art.org (see ad p. 14).

Glengarry Bhoys. 8 pm. Center for 
the Arts of Homer. (See ad p. 14.)

Syracuse Coop. Fed. Credit Union 
Workshop: Conocer y Construir el 
Crédito. 6-8 pm. Mundy Library, 1206 
S. Geddes St. 476-1451.

Syracuse Coop. Fed. Credit 
Union Workshop: Shopping for a 
Mortgage. 6-8 pm. Assisi Center, 
800 N. Salina St. 476-1451.

Syracuse Coop. Fed. Credit Union 
Workshop: Micro-credit & Business 
Loans. 6-7:30 pm. Southside Innovation 
Center, 2610 S. Salina St. 476-1451.

No to Torture: Nonviolent Response 
to Terrorism. 7:30 pm. St. Andrews, 
124 Alden St. 476-7475.

Syracuse Community Choir  
Solstice Concert. Ice Cream 
Social, 3 pm. Concert 4 pm. On-
ondaga Nation School, Rt. 11A. 
428-8151. (See ad p. 8 )
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Everson Museum Summer Picnic 
Honoring Artist David MacDon-
ald. 6-9 pm. Everson Museum 
Community Plaza, State St. Fee. 
474-6064.

Save Darfur Walk. 1 pm. West 
Street Elementary School, Geneva. 
Noel Wheeler, 315-694-1364 or 
nwheeler2005@yahoo.com

BIKES 4 PEACE Free Bike 
Clinics for Youth. 5-7:30 pm. 
Northeast Comm. Ctr., 716 Haw-
ley Ave. Jessica, 472-5478.
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BIKES 4 PEACE Free Bike 
Clinics for Youth. 5-7:30 pm. 
Northeast Comm. Ctr., 716 Haw-
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