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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are communitybased, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our
supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make
these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down
the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and
justice is an economic system that places human need above
monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat
of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect
each other. In both, we are committed to nonviolent means
of conﬂict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

Remember Hiroshima & Nagasaki
Demand a Nuclear-Free World

Council ofﬁce, 2013 E.
Genesee St.
This year’s commemoration is co-sponsored by
the Peace Council, Peace
Action, Pax Christi and
the Syracuse Solidarity
Network. Contact Andy.

Bands Against
Bombs

Five local musical groups
will perform at Bands
Against Bombs, a beneﬁt
for SPC on Sunday, July
20 from 2-8 pm at the
Dewittshire Tavern, 3010
Erie Blvd E. All proceeds
support the Peace Council’s
work. The cost is $5-20
on a sliding scale (no one
turned away) and food will
be available for purchase
from
Sparkytown.
Rich Gerharz (left) and Peter Swords participate in the Hiroshima
The
featured performprocession in 2006. Don’t miss this year’s event on Wednesday,
ers are: Colleen Kattau,
August 6. Photo: DJ Igelsrud
Miss E, Ashley Cox, CD-R
This year’s commemoration of the atomic (Chris Townsend, Ric Brush, Denn Bunger)
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and Lisa and Leo (Lisa Henderson, Leo
has been expanded to include a second Boylan). See www.peacecouncil.net for
event. Gather for the annual dramatic schedule.
procession through downtown Syracuse
Come enjoy the music, bring friends
on Wednesday, August 6 at 11:30 am at and spread the word. This is a great opCity Hall Commons, 215 E. Washington portunity to help new folks connect with
St. Please wear white or light colors. The SPC. Subscribers please post the ﬂier.
procession begins at 12 noon and ends at Contact Andy.
Clinton Square with outreach work. Please
join us for this powerful remembrance and
Help Build an Army of None
call for nuclear abolition.
The new event this year will be ﬂoat- The American Friends Service Committee
ing lanterns for peace on Onondaga Creek. Youth Empowerment Project wants you
We will gather for Interfaith Sharing for to attend a Counter-Recruitment Training
Peace at the Zen Center, 266 W. Seneca Program on August 22 and 23 in Syracuse.
Tpk. on August 7 at 7:30 pm. At dusk, we The ﬁrst day will focus on Syracuse efforts.
will ﬂoat the lanterns on the creek. Help We welcome people interested in getting
us fold paper cranes and build lanterns on involved locally with our Military AlternaMonday, August 4 at 7 pm at the Peace tives Education Project to attend. Saturday

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10am - 5pm
STAFF & INTERN EMAIL ADDRESSES

Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net

will have a regional focus, including how
to start a successful counter-recruitment
program in your own community. The
training will be led by the National Coordinator of AFSC’s Youth and Militarism
Project (www.afsc.org/youthmil). Please
contact Twiggy Billue or Chrissie Rizzo
at 475-4822 for information. To register,
email cbillue@afsc.org with your name,
address, phone number, dietary requirements and whether you need Friday night
accommodations.

Bikes for Peace

Bikes for Peace has completed our ﬁrst two
clinics of the season – both at the Northeast
Community Center – and is getting ready
for our ﬁrst clinic at Loguen Park. We
worked with over 40 youth to repair their
bikes, and also helped youth ﬁx up eight
bikes (which were given away to youth
who helped at the workshops).

continued on next page

Weekly Peace Outreach
If you think it’s hot on Syracuse street
corners, think about Baghdad. Stand
Against the War.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
July 22
Rt. 695 exit ramp to W.
Genesee St. (Fairmount)
July 29
Rt. 20 (Albany St.) and
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
August 5 E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt)
August 12 Geddes St. and W.
Genesee St. (Westside)
August 19 Teall Ave. & Rt. 690
(Eastside)
August 26 NY State Fair Main
Entrance
Sept. 2
Rt. 11 (in front of
Northern Lights Shopping Center,
Mattydale)

Also every Saturday 9-10 am
in front of the Regional Market
Park St., Syracuse
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SPC in Action / from previous page
Given the popularity of this program,
we could really use some extra hands to
help during clinics. Just 2-3 hours twice a
month is all it takes. Our last three clinics
will be July 22, August 12 and August
19, all Tuesdays, 5-7:30 pm (see calendar
for locations). Contact Jessica.

SPC at the Great NYS Fair

Plan to spend a day at the fair this year!
SPC and other local activists are planning
activities from street theatre to ﬂyering, both
inside and outside of the fairgrounds. Every
year hundreds of thousands of people come
to Syracuse to attend the fair; we hope to
bring an antiwar message by engaging with
them in fun and provocative ways.
The fair runs from August 21 – September 1. Look for details on www.peacecouncil.net or contact Jessica or Carol.

End of Summer
Sale to Benefit
SPC

SPC’s annual garage sale
will be held this year
on Saturday Sept. 6
(bargains Sun. 9-noon)
at 401 Scottholm Blvd.,
Syracuse. Keep us in
mind as you come across
items you no longer need,
but which are still in good
condition (no clothes).
To drop off donations
contact Rae Kramer
445-2840. Last year we
had an amazing selection
of items and raised over Paul Pearce (left) and Herm Bieling pose, despite their tiredness,
$1,000 to support SPC’s with the several hundred pound base of the SPC cutter which their
work.
ingenuity and brawn moved from 924 Burnet Ave. to the ground floor
of the Center. Photo: Carol Baum

Fund Appeal Just
Out, Phonathon to
Come

Recently we sent a fund appeal
mailing to PNL subscribers, which
included a letter of support from
Howard Zinn. Thanks to all who
have responded – and if you
haven’t yet, it’s not too late.
People who didn’t receive
the mailing can see it at www.
peacecouncil.net. It also includes
a photo collage of SPC’s work
over the past six months and
information on how to donate
online or using automatic withdrawal. Contributions of $50
and over can be tax deductible
SPC’s booth at the Downtown Arts & Craftsfair in
– make your check out to the
2005. Come get some great new t-shirts, buttons and
Syracuse Center for Peace and
bumperstickers. Photo: Tammy Crandall
Social Justice and put “SPC” in
the memo line.
SPC has organized its ﬁrst fundraising
Visit SPC’s Outreach Tables
phonathon in many years for July 23 and
SPC will once again have a booth at the
24. We will call as many SPC supporters
Syracuse Arts and Crafts Festival (July
as we can – we look forward to talking
25-27). Come visit – look for us on Montwith you.
gomery Street. Better yet, help staff the
For more information about SPC’s
booth. Shifts are several hours long and
ﬁnances, contact Carol.
always with another person.
SPC outreach tables will be at several
other events this summer. Please consider
helping staff a table – it’s a fun way to
Did you know that donations tend
meet interesting people, ﬁnd out what the
to plummet in the summer? Please
community thinks, and raise money for the
don’t let that happen this year.
Peace Council. Contact Carol.

$timul ate SPC…
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Activist Appreciation – The
Dynamic Duo (Herm Bieling
and Paul Pearce)

Words cannot express our appreciation
of Herm Bieling and Paul Pearce for the
many ways they contribute to SPC’s health
and vitality.
Herm is a mechanical genius with
a peaceful heart who quietly holds up
SPC. He lifts, ﬁxes, mows, totes, loads,
unloads, recycles, supports, and was a
rock throughout our move. He also demonstrates, gets arrested, and is on SPC’s
steering committee.
Paul is a creative life force and Viet
Nam veteran turned peace activist who
got sucked into SPC over 25 years ago.
He nested in the basement as a printer for
SPC Press and became part of the glue
that held SPC together through thick and
thin. Activist, artist, thinker, SPC-TV was
Paul’s vision, and he continues to produce
it today.
Together, they recently faced two
formidable tasks – cleaning up the print
shop at SPC’s former home and moving the
over-half-ton gigantic paper cutter from the
basement there to our new home. Watching
them work was a lesson in cooperation and
gentle strength.
Thank you, Herm and Paul.

continued on page 19

35 Activists Put Guantánamo on Trial:
Ed Kinane’s Sentencing Statement
Ed Kinane
May 30, 2008
DC District Court, Judge Wendell P.
Gardner Presiding
(This past January about 80 of us were
arrested both inside and outside the Supreme Court for demonstrating to close the
Guantánamo concentration camp.
For a narrative of that arrest see,
“Representing Massoum Abdeh Mouhammad,” at www.witnesstorture.org/node/924.
On May 29, after a spirited three-day
trial in which defendants “went pro se,”
i.e. defended them selves, Judge Gardner
found us guilty.)
Friends, members of the court, Your Honor,
on January 11, 2008, and the next day at my
arraignment, I invoked the name of Massoum Abdah Mouhammad, Guantánamo
prisoner #330.
Mr. Mouhammad, an ethnic Kurd born
in Syria in 1972, is said to be a Taliban
member. For some years he has been illegally detained at Guantánamo prison.
It’s unlikely Mr. Mouhammad has ever
heard of me. Surely, we are very different
people; we may well see the world with
very different eyes.
Nonetheless he’s my brother; we are
kin.
Let me explain. Many years ago the
late Martin Neimoeller, a theologian and
former World War I U-boat commander,
spoke out against the Nazi menace. In a
well-known quotation Pastor Neimoeller
said…
First they came for the socialists,
and I did not speak out because I was not
a socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists,
and I did not speak out because I was not
a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews and I did
not speak out because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me and there was
no one left to speak for me.*
Like the Guantánamo prisoners Ed wore an
orange jumpsuit during his recent sojourn
in the DC Detention Center. Reach him at
edkinane@verizon.net.

Pastor Neimoeller knew
whereof he spoke. As a dissenter, Neimoeller himself endured
Hitler’s concentration camps,
Hitler’s Guantánamos.
Neimoeller’s words have
long served as a beacon for me.
Indeed, they helped inspire
my participation in what was The 35 defendants stand in front of Superior Court holding up a
to be a liturgical event at the “Close Guantanamo” banner. Photo: Bill Ofenlach
US Supreme Court on January
11, 2008, the beginning of the
the highest law of our land,
sixth year of the Guantánamo concentra- -who listen to and honor their conscience,
tion camp.
-who believe justice is their calling.
You see, your honor, that rogue prison
represents not only a tragedy for those
Your honor, although I did not intend
trapped within it, but a threat to us all. Not to be arrested on January 11, and although
a distant threat, but a close threat. If courts I didn’t expect to spend over 30 hours in
keep allowing the Cheney/Bush administra- detention, my standing before you today
tion to get away with its contempt for law is a win-win situation. If you “throw the
and its barbaric treatment of fellow human book” at us I’ll be heartened and know
beings, I fear that US citizens may well be our Supreme Court presence must have
next. I fear I may be next.
threatened this nation’s power structure
Thomas Jefferson declared that “dissent – a power structure with little respect, not
is the highest form of patriotism.”
only for our Constitution, but for human
Since the Viet Nam War era, as con- values.
science has moved me, I’ve been a dissenter.
If, on the other hand, you had been
I’ve been a dissenter committed to justice willing to sentence us to “time served” I
and to nonviolence – not only as a kind of would leave this court knowing that you
politics, but as a way of life.
have listened to us and knowing that your
So Guantánamo chills me.
court respects the larger law it’s pledged
As long as Guantánamo remains open to uphold.
it will provide the ongoing precedent, the
ongoing model, for rounding up people like
(Most of us were subsequently sentenced
me who dissent from the power structure’s to pay $50 in court fees, to remain away
policies. Such captives could then be subject from the Supreme Court for a year, to ten (or
to Guantánamo-type incarceration: isolated more) days in jail (suspended), and to a year’s
detention, lack of habeus corpus, lack of probation. In solidarity with the Guantánamo
other due process…and torture.
prisoners who never get that option, I told
(At this point an exasperated Judge Judge Gardner I would not comply with
Gardner cut me off. With a burly US Mar- probation. I was immediately taken away in
shall standing immediately behind me, I cuffs for transport to the DC Dept. of Corhad no choice but to comply. Below is the rections jail to begin my sentence.)
rest of my prepared statement.)
And after people like me are rounded *There are many versions of Niemoeller’s
See, e.g., the erudite discussion
up maybe whatever administration is in quotation.
of Niemoeller (1892-1984) on www.history.
power will begin rounding up people of uscb.edu/faculty/marcuse/niem.htm.
color and other stigmatized minorities.
Perhaps one day it will also round up I take this text from the 1997 Syracuse Cultural
Workers poster reproduced on that website.
those judges
-who don’t succumb to careerism,
For more defendants’ sentencing state-who resist political pressure,
ments and other documents related to the
-who respect the Constitution,
trial and January 11 action, see www.
-who respect international law, supposedly witnesstorture.org.
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AFSC and Akwesasne Partnership
necessary for the physical well-being and
possibly the survival of the Mohawks. But
the cleanup is gutted of its signiﬁcance
if it is not accompanied by the return to
culturally based activities. This return is
not a mere repetition of past customs or
behaviors, but instead, it is an ongoing
interaction of traditional knowledge and
beliefs with present conditions. Because
of this integral relationship of Mohawk
culture to the earth’s well-being, the goals
of the project include the nurturing and
strengthening of Mohawk cultural and
subsistence activities, as well as advocacy
to clean up the environment.

the St. Lawrence Seaway in the 1950s,
major industries moved into northern New
York and southern Ontario. On the US
Akwesasne, the “land where the partridge
side, Alcoa, General Motors, and Reynolds
drums,” is home to about 9,000 Mohawks.
Aluminum built plants. In Ontario, Domtar
The territory, also known as the St. Regis
built a wood pulp processing plant. Each
Mohawk Reservation, is located along
of these plants is directly upstream from
the St. Lawrence River. The Mohawk
Akwesasne. Each of these plants had a role
people form one of the six nations of the
in dumping PCBs and other carcinogens
Haudenosaunee Confederacy (also called
into the water, or emitting them into the air,
the Iroquois Confederacy, Six Nations
which then created land and water pollution.
Confederacy or the Long House People)
Domtar poisoned the land and water with
and have had a presence in this region for
ﬂuoride. These contaminants resulted in
thousands of years.
health problems for the animals and people.
Researchers determined that it was no longer
The American Friends Service Committee
safe to eat ﬁsh caught in the rivers, and the
(AFSC) has worked in partnership
Mohawks lost their main form of
with the Akwesasne Task Force
protein from their traditional diet.
on the Environment (ATFE) since
Adopting the typical “American”
1986 on a project that addresses
diet has resulted in an increase in
serious environmental problems
diseases like diabetes among the
at Akwesasne.
Mohawks. On this year’s list of the
The project has two interrelated,
Most Endangered Rivers in the US
speciﬁc objectives: 1) Increase self(released by American Rivers) the
help and mutual aid capacities of
section of the St. Lawrence shared
Mohawk families by redeveloping
between Canada and the US ranked
small-scale land- and water-based
fourth worst.
economic activities that promote
In the early years of our partparticipation in Mohawk culture;
nership,
AFSC stood with ATFE
and 2) support Mohawk leaderin
the
ﬁght
to end the polluting
ship by advocating for the legal
practices
and
begin the process of
and regulatory measures that will
cleanup.
Over
the years, the tribal
clean up the Saint Lawrence, Saint
governments
at
Akwesasne have
Regis and Grasse Rivers, islands, ATFE member Richard David demonstrates how to pound a Black
taken
the
lead
on
pressuring the
and shores, that have been seriously Ash log to separate the wood into strips that can be used in basket
US
and
Canadian
governments
to
damaged by nearby industrial toxic making. Richard is an expert basket maker, and a scientist who
force
local
industries
to
clean
up
helped
to
conduct
research
into
the
ecology
of
Black
Ash
trees.
waste. The project takes its directhe rivers. The tribal governments
Photo: Chrissie Rizzo
tion from ATFE.
take a role in monitoring the cleanup
Too Many Governments, Not
efforts
and
pressuring the companies to use
The Mohawk Culture
Enough Help
the best technologies available. AFSC’s
Central Mohawk beliefs include: the earth Addressing the issues of pollution of the partnership with ATFE has moved toward
is our mother; the spiritual world is close St. Lawrence River and its tributaries has supporting small projects that help local
to and tied to the well-being of the earth; been a complicated affair, in part due to families and the community to improve
all things are interconnected; all beings are geography. Portions of the territory are the health and wellbeing of the land, water,
equal; people are responsible for the greater claimed by the state of New York and the and people.
good of the earth as well as the beings that Canadian Provinces of Quebec and Ontario.
inhabit the earth; and the need to teach This intersection of borders makes gover- Working Collectively for
young people that the Mohawk traditions nance a challenging prospect. Two federal
Longterm Healing
are sacred. These ways of thinking inﬂu- governments, one state government, and
ence the “practice” of Mohawk culture. two provincial governments, plus two tribal Throughout our partnership, AFSC and
Thus, the cleanup of the toxic waste is governments (one recognized by Canada, ATFE have collaborated on many different
types of projects. In the past, we created a
the other by the United States) and one tra- medicine garden, so that Mohawks could
ditional Council of Chiefs are all involved learn to identify the plants used in traditional
Chrissie Rizzo is the Area Director of the Upper New York State Area Ofﬁce of American in decisions impacting Akwesasne.
medicines. We also helped to sponsor reAs a result of the damming of the search into ways of raising contaminant-free
Friends Service Committee and the Director
of the Akwesasne Environmental Justice St. Lawrence to make the St. LawrenceFranklin D. Roosevelt Power project and
continued on page 9
Project.

Chrissie Rizzo
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Onondaga County Scraps Sewage
!
y
r
o
t
Plants in Favor of Green Infrastructure
c
i
V

Lindsay Speer

Change is in the air, and it smells sweet.
Onondaga County Executive Joanne Mahoney announced on May 2, 2008 that the
County will not award construction bids for
the proposed Clinton Regional Treatment
Facility (RTF) in Armory Square. Instead,
it will explore more environmentally and
economically sound options with the
State of New York, Atlantic States Legal
Foundation, City of Syracuse, and, for the
ﬁrst time, the Onondaga Nation and other
community stakeholders.

Persistence Pays Off
Syracuse has an antiquated combined
sewer system, in which stormwater runoff
is directed into the sanitary sewers. A heavy
rainfall results in Combined Sewer Overﬂows (CSOs), dumping sewage directly
into Onondaga Creek. Onondaga County’s
previous solution was to treat the sewage
with chlorine before dumping it into the
creek, solving the bacteria problem but
creating a host of other environmental and
environmental justice concerns.
The County’s ﬁrst large RTF (Midland)
was built in a predominantly AfricanAmerican neighborhood on the Southside,
displacing families and burdening the
neighborhood with the stigma of a sewage plant. The Partnership for Onondaga
Creek was born from that nightmare,
bringing together Southside residents, the
Onondaga Nation, and others interested
in environmental justice and the health
of Onondaga Creek to advocate for better
alternatives to County plans.
The persistent work of the Partnership
for Onondaga Creek has kept concerns
about the sewage plants in the news and
in politicians’ minds for the ten years
since the plans were ﬁrst unveiled. The
ongoing struggle inspired the Onondaga
Environmental Institute to study bacteria
concentrations in Onondaga Creek in 2007.
They discovered that high levels of bacteria
Lindsay is an environmental consultant and
community organizer on behalf of the Onondaga Nation. A lifelong Syracuse resident, she
has worked for several years on the protection
and restoration of Onondaga Creek.

existed year-round, not just after storms,
calling into serious question the effectiveness
of the RTFs’ end-of-pipe solution.

Going Green
In January 2008, the federal Environmental
Protection Agency released a report urging
municipalities to use green infrastructure,
such as rain barrels, green roofs, and other
methods to keep stormwater out of the sewer
system. These developments combined with
new County and State leadership this year
to create a perfect storm for revisiting the
mandates of the Amended Consent Judgement (ACJ), which dictates the cleanup of
sewer pollution in Onondaga Creek and
Harbor Brook.
On June 18th, the Partnership for
Onondaga Creek gave a presentation to
Onondaga County and the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation to
outline alternatives to the remaining phase
of the Midland plant: a $57 Million, 12
foot diameter, 1.5 mile long pipeline currently slated to be installed beside Onondaga Creek to pick up the few remaining
untreated CSOs and direct the sewage to
the Midland RTF.
The rainwater runoff that overwhelms
the sewers comes primarily from impermeable surfaces in a watershed – rooftops,
parking lots, and streets. In addition to
targeted sewer separation and storage, the
Partnership proposed a mix of approaches

Help Protect Local Waterways
• Ensure that your gutter downspouts do
not connect directly to the sewers
• Direct downspouts to permeable surfaces
such as lawns, rain gardens OR
• Install rain barrels to capture rain
water (excellent for watering your
lawn or garden when it’s dry!)
• Watch your property for other water
runoff during storms and reduce
where possible
• Consider permeable pavement when
repaving driveways or redoing sidewalks
• Plant trees

Rain barrels are a simple solution activists
recommend for protecting Onondaga Creek and
other waterways. Photo: goforgr33n on flickr.com

to capture water using residential rainbarrels
and green roof installation on commercial
properties. The installation of vegetated
curb extensions and tree box ﬁlters along
roadsides, which serve to inﬁltrate water into
the ground at the same time as beautifying
neighborhoods, complete the plan. The cost
of these alternatives is about half that of the
proposed pipeline. The presentation was
well-received and the Partnership awaits a
ﬁnal decision about whether the County and
State will include the Midland sewersheds
in their green infrastructure initiatives.
Cities have paved over almost every
inch of nature for far too long, disrupting
water cycles by keeping the water from
the ground. Reconnecting rainwater with
vegetation and the groundwater, and otherwise mimicking Mother Nature where
possible, simply makes sense. While these
low-tech solutions will save local taxpayers money, the beneﬁts to all who live in
the area go much farther than the wallet
– improving air quality, decreasing the
urban heat island effect in the summertime
and generally bringing nature back into the
lives of urban residents. This decision to
use green infrastructure is a win for Onondaga Creek and everyone in the area,
and much can be done by local residents
themselves. To learn more or get involved,
visit the Partnership for Onondaga Creek’s
website, www.onondagacreek.org.
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The Case of Myanmar

Khadija is a member of the SPC Steering
Committee. Her family is originally from
Myanmar. Her parents moved to Syracuse,
NY from Yangon in the 1970s.
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with actions taken by the United States
government as well as US corporations.
The role played by the United States government in enabling the anti-humanitarian
Burmese government to carry out its human
rights abuses has not been reported at all
in major media outlets in the US, causing
our understanding of the situation to be
limited and biased.

The Militarization of Aid
The day before Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar, but when the approach of the monster
storm had “already been announced and
tracked for a week,” President George
W. Bush signed a new level of economic
sanctions on Myanmar (“US Hostility
Hampers Relief,” Workers World, by Sara
Flounders). These new sanctions prevent
US humanitarian organizations and individuals from donating money directly to
causes within Myanmar. They can only
provide supplies, not personnel or money
to the relief efforts. Also left out from major
news media is the complete story of why
the Burmese government is refusing some
of the aid efforts from the United States.
The US Government had been insisting
that the Pentagon be given the right to
deliver the aid with its personnel and
equipment. Other countries have delivered
their contributions to the relief effort from
non-military sources, including China, India
and Thailand. The US could certainly do
the same and provide aid without a show

free burma

RCG

like this:
(but much bigger)

images like these could appear all over the world, reminding people
everywhere of the uprising in burma and the responsibility of their
communities and nations to support freedom there. a person like you
could print one or both of these at any size, cut them out and use with
dark orange paint.

The devastating Cyclone Nargis that struck
the Southeast Asian nation of Myanmar
on May 2 has left thousands of people in
the Irawaddy Delta and Myanmar’s main
city Yangon dead. What’s even worse is
that the government is enabling thousands
more to die in its aftermath. Relief experts
have stated that the aid being distributed
is a fraction of what is needed to help the
1.5 million people facing starvation and
disease (“Bodies Flow Into Delta Area of
Myanmar,” The New York Times, 5-1-08).
In the same article, an unnamed resident
of Yangon said refugees who had sought
shelter in schoolhouses were forced out of
the buildings by the military junta so the
buildings could be used as polling places.
The International Red Cross recently estimated that the combined efforts of relief
agencies and the Myanmar government
have distributed aid to only 220,000 of
up to 1.9 million people left homeless,
injured or subject to disease and hunger
after the storm – that’s just 12% of those
in need of help.
Most telling of the military junta’s
disregard for its people was the junta’s
plan to go ahead with the constitutional
referendum as scheduled while restricting
aid deliveries. Critics pointed out that these
soldiers, who could otherwise be rescuing
survivors, were instead likely to be sent
to polling places. The Nargis death toll
numbers have now reached nearly 78,000,
with an additional 56,000 people missing.
Myanmar was already an impoverished
state, with a per capita GDP of $1,800.
With major media sources painting a grim
and rightly criminal picture of the Burmese
government, people in the US view the
Burmese government with disbelief and
disdain over its actions.
To gain insight into the Burmese
government’s shocking contempt for its
people in the wake of the tragic cyclone, we
must look at its actions pre-Cyclone Nargis
as well as outside factors that have played
a role in the human rights abuses that have
occurred in Myanmar. As residents of the
US, we should be concerned speciﬁcally

stencil - monks among us
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of military might.
US and European companies are also
partially responsible for human rights
abuses that are related to the building of
gas pipelines in Myanmar. Three prominent
companies have invested in Myanmar for
the construction of pipelines: Union Oil
of California (Unocal) which is owned by
Chevron, a French company (Total) and a
British company (Premier Oil) (InterPress
Service, Danielle Knight, 5-22-08).
Unocal and Total are both involved
in the Yadana pipeline construction in
Myanmar. They are partnered with the
brutal Burmese military regime-owned
oil company Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise. The pipeline cuts across Myanmar
into Thailand horizontally and is heavily
militarized. According to a report published
by Earth Rights International, “forced labor
is a widespread and serious problem.” (See
The Human Cost of Energy: Chevron’s
Continuing Role in Financing Oppression
and Proﬁting from Human Rights Abuses
in Military-Ruled Burma (Myanmar).)
The report also clearly gives evidence
that these companies are well aware of
the human rights abuses in Myanmar that
are directly related to the construction of
these pipelines. Despite this, they continue
in their investment and support of the
pipeline construction.
I’ve been told by some Burmese
people that in order for the military regime
to change and for the numerous human

rights violations there to stop occurring,
people all over the world would have to
stand up and protest against the government and pressure their own governments
to put pressure on Myanmar. However,
if we now consider the roles played by
corporations, it is clear that we must also
campaign against the oil companies that
are enabling Myanmar to continue these
human rights violations.
To learn more, visit www.freeburma.
org or www.earthrights.org.

Burma vs. Myanmar
In 1948, the Southeast Asian state of
Burma gained its independence from
Britain. The military junta –currently
called the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) – has ruled the
nation with an iron ﬁst since 1962. In
1989, the military government ofﬁcially
changed its English name from Burma
to Myanmar.
In 1990, Burma held its ﬁrst free democratic elections in nearly three decades.
While Aung San Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy (NLD) won
the election in a landslide victory, the
military junta refused to give up power,
putting the NLD leader under house
arrest, where she remains today.
The United Nations recognizes Burma’s
right to self-naming, but many activists and sympathizers of the Burmese
struggle continue to use “Burma” as
a form of resistance and to highlight
the illegitimacy of the military junta’s
power.

Akwesasne / from page 6
ﬁsh, especially the highly desirable yellow
perch. We set up a greenhouse and built a
sugar shack. Currently, projects include:
tapping trees and boiling maple syrup in
the spring; sponsoring a roadside cleanup
day; and starting community gardens.
ATFE members are teaching young people
at the Akwesasne Freedom School how to
tend an apple orchard, including pruning,
removing pests, harvesting apples, and
making cider, pies, applesauce, and other
products. AFSC and ATFE also host a
seed and tree giveaway in the spring to

How to Send Aid to Burma
With concerns regarding the policies of the cies, but in a place and situation like this,
Burmese government and the US government, their hands are really tied. And survivors in
it’s difﬁcult to know how to send aid in a and around Yangon and the Irrawaddy Delta
way that it won’t be co-opted or misused. need help now. Gitameit is an organization
Below is a message from an SPC supporter that has teams on the ground, is effectively,
currently living in Myanmar. Matt is a former quickly, and sustainably getting aid out to
Syracuse University student who many may people, and has a way to get money into
remember for his original opera Sundance, the country. Gitameit has recently teamed
up with another local
based on the trial
community based
and incarceration
organization called
of Native American
Myanmar Developpolitical prisoner
ment Foundation, to
Leonard Peltier. He
try to create more
is currently studying
teams and expand
Burmese and volunour reach outward.
teering as a teacher
On the Gitameit
of music composiweb site there are
tion and conducting
links for several orat a small, indepenganizations. I recomdent music school
mend donating to the
in Yangon called
ﬁrst one, Foundation
Gitameit.
for the People of
After the storm,
Burma. This is the
the students at this
foundation that has
school mobilized
the connections to
immediately and
bring money into the
have been sending
country immediately
teams out to assess
and is supporting
needs in the makesmall projects like
shift refugee camps
the one run out of
that have arisen in
Gitameit. Life in
local monasteries.
You can read about Democracyinaction.org hopes to use this ad to draw Yangon has for many
people returned altheir experiences attention to Chevron’s complicity in human rights
most to normal, and
on their website, violations in Burma.
it’s easy for people
www.gitameit.com.
(Sending foreigners out with relief teams to forget how bad it is just a few miles
just draws more unwanted attention, so outside of the city. Please consider helping
we’re trying to do organizational work, raise this organization that is doing amazing and
money, and do little things like translating necessary emergency relief work.
Thanks,
their daily journals.)
Matt Walton
I’m not trying to knock the big aid agenencourage families to plant open-pollinated, non-hybrid vegetable gardens, and
increase the variety of native tree species
on their properties.
Another important project has produced the world’s ﬁrst handbook on the
ecology of Black Ash trees. These trees
are traditionally used for basket making
among many Native peoples in North
America. Preserving the Black Ash tree
is an important step in the continuation
of basket making among the Mohawks
of Akwesasne. Black Ash, and all other
ash tree varieties, are threatened by a
non-native pest species, the Emerald Ash

Borer. This insect easily decimates all of
the ash trees it encounters and is spreading rapidly throughout North America. It
has no natural predators on this continent.
The Black Ash project is now collecting
seeds from all varieties of ash trees. They
will be placed into a seed bank so that the
species can be reintroduced many generations from now when the threat of the Ash
Borer is past.
The AFSC is honored to work with
the Mohawks of Akwesasne in their efforts
to heal their community and the earth. We
labor together to make a more peaceful,
just and whole world.
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You Say You Want a Revolution…
compiled by Lily Galvin
The PNL editorial committee was inspired by all the famous
July revolutions (US – July 4, France – July 14, Colombia - July
20, Cuba – July 26) to do a little digging and come up with
some famous words on the subject. Can you guess the authors
of these quotes?
1. If by the mere force of numbers a majority should deprive
a minority of any clearly written constitutional right, it
might, in a moral point of view, justify revolution.
2. Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will make
violent revolution inevitable.
3. Like art, revolutions come from combining what exists into
what has never existed before.
4. When liberty comes with hands dabbled in blood it is hard
to shake hands with her.
5. A revolution is a struggle to the death between the future
and the past.
6. With the ﬁrst act of cruelty committed in the name of
revolution, with the ﬁrst murder, with the ﬁrst purge and
execution, we have lost the revolution.

16. The ultimate end of all revolutionary social change is to
establish the sanctity of human life, the dignity of man, the
right of every human being to liberty and well-being.

7. It does not require a majority to prevail, but rather an
irate, tireless minority keen to set brush ﬁres in people’s
minds.

17. Here in America we are descended in blood and in spirit
from revolutionists and rebels - men and women who dare
to dissent from accepted doctrine. As their heirs, may we
never confuse honest dissent with disloyal subversion.

8. If I can’t dance - I don’t want to be part of your revolution.

18. In a revolution, as in a novel, the most difﬁcult part to invent
is the end.

9. Every generation needs a new revolution.

19. ... in order to be a true revolutionary, you must understand
love. Love, sacriﬁce, and death.

11. Never be deceived that the rich will permit you to vote
away their wealth.
12. If we behave like those on the other side, then we are the
other side. Instead of changing the world, all we’ll achieve
is a reﬂection of the one we want to destroy.
13. A little rebellion now and then is a good thing and as necessary in the political world as storms in the physical.
14. The ﬁrst duty of a revolutionary is to get away with it.
15. Any people anywhere being inclined and having the power
have the right to rise up and shake off the existing government, and force a new one that suits them better.
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20. In a time of universal deceit - telling the truth is a revolutionary act.
21. Religion is what keeps the poor from murdering the rich.

Answer Key
1. Abe Lincoln; 2. John F. Kennedy; 3. Gloria Steinem;
4. Oscar Wilde; 5. Fidel Castro; 6. Kate Millett; 7. Samuel
Adams; 8. Emma Goldman; 9. Thomas Jefferson; 10.
Huey Newton; 11. Lucy Parsons; 12. Jean Genet; 13.
Thomas Jefferson; 14. Abbie Hoffman; 15. Abraham
Lincoln; 16. Emma Goldman; 17. Dwight Eisenhower;
18. Alexis Tocqueville; 19. Sonia Sanchez; 20. George
Orwell; 21. Napoleon Bonaparte

10. You can jail a revolutionary but you can not jail the Revolution.

From Food Rebellions to Food Sovereignty:
Urgent Call to Fix a Broken Food System
Eric Holt-Giménez and
Loren Peabody
Editor’s Note: This piece is longer than
the typical PNL article, but it was the
most comprehensive analysis we’ve seen
on the food crisis. We are running it in two
parts. Part II will appear in the Sept.issue.
Footnotes available with the online version
of the PNL or by calling SPC. Originally
published at www.foodﬁrst.org.

Part I
Hunger in a World
of Plenty

food price increases of 50-100%, driving
the poor to eat biscuits made of mud and
vegetable oil, angry protestors forced the
Prime Minister out of ofﬁce.
The food crisis will get worse before
it gets better. Without massive, immediate injections of food aid, 100 million
people in the Global South will join the
swelling ranks of the world’s hungry.4 But
the protests are not simply crazed “riots”
by hungry masses. Rather they are angry

on the shelves but people are priced out
of the market.”6
The immediate reasons for food price
inﬂation include; droughts in major wheatproducing countries in 2005-06, low grain
reserves (we have less than 54 days worth,
globally); high oil prices; a doubling of
per-capita meat consumption in some
developing countries, and the diversion
of 5% of the world’s cereals to agrofuels.
Though an increase in agricultural growth is
projected for 2008, most experts
agree food prices will continue
to rise. Drought, meat diets, low
reserves, and agrofuels are only
the proximate causes of food
price inﬂation. These factors do
not explain why—in an increasingly productive and afﬂuent
global food system—next year
up to one billion people will
likely go hungry. To solve the
problem of hunger, we need
to address the root cause of
the food crisis: the corporate
monopolization of the world’s
food systems.

The skyrocketing cost
of food has resurrected
the specter of the “food
riot.”
The World Bank reports that global food
prices rose 83% over the
last three years and the
FAO [Food and Agriculture Organization of the
Rise of the Industrial
UN] cites a 45% increase
Agri-foods Complex
in their world food price As the food crisis worsens, people in Haiti have been making mud cakes out of
index during just the desperation. Photo: www.stuffedandstarved.org
The world food crisis reﬂects
past nine months.1 The
the weaknesses of a global
Economist’s comparable
food
system
that is highly vulnerable to
index stands at its highest point since it was demonstrations against high food prices in economic and environmental shock. Why?
originally formulated in 1845.2 As of March countries that formerly had food surpluses, Much of the problem springs from the risks
2008, average world wheat prices were and where government and industry are and inequities inherent in the industrial
130% above their level a year earlier, soy unresponsive. They reﬂect demands for agri-foods complex. Built over the past
prices were 87% higher, rice had climbed food sovereignty: people’s political and half-century—largely with public funds for
economic right to determine the course
74%, and maize was up 31%.3
grain subsidies, foreign aid, and international
Not surprisingly, people have taken of their own food systems.
The food crisis appeared to explode research and development—the industrial
to the streets in Mexico, Italy, Morocco,
agri-foods complex is made up of multinaMauritania, Senegal, Indonesia, Burkina overnight, reinforcing fears that there are tional grain traders, giant seed, chemical
Faso, Cameroon, Yemen, Egypt, and Haiti. just too many people in the world. But and fertilizer corporations, processors and
Over 100 people have been killed and according to the FAO, with record grain supermarket chains. Forty years ago, many
many more injured. In Haiti, the poorest harvests in 2007, there is more than enough of the countries of the Global South had
country in the western hemisphere, with food in the world to feed everyone—at yearly trade surpluses in food of $7 billion.
least 1.5 times current demand. In fact,
over the last 20 years, food production has After the UN’s ﬁrst “Decade of Development” this surplus shrunk to $1 billion.
Eric Holt-Giménez is the executive director of risen steadily at over 2% a year, while the
Today, after four “Development Decades”
FoodFirst/Institute for Food and Development rate of population growth has dropped to
and the expansion of global agri-foods, the
5
Policy and author of the latest Food First 1.14% a year. Population is not outstripping
Book, Campesino a Campesino: Voices from food supply. “We’re seeing more people southern food deﬁcit has ballooned to US
Latin America’s Farmer to Farmer Movement hungry and at greater numbers than before,” $11 billion/year. The FAO predicts it will
for Sustainable Agriculture. Loren Peabody says World Hunger Program’s executive
continued on page 14
is an intern at Food First.
director Josette Sheeran. “There is food
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Taking Our Energy Future Back from the
Nuclear Industry
adapted by Jessica Maxwell from
the Vermont Citizens Action
Network (www.vtcitizen.org)
publication “Act Today to Change
Tomorrow” by Chad Simmons,
Tim Judson, Deb Katz, Jeff
Unsicker and Chris Williams
In May 2006, stemming from enormous
public demand, the Vermont legislature
unanimously passed Act 160 (www.leg.
state.vt.us). This law states that Vermont’s
democratically elected representatives will
decide the circumstances of
the Vermont Yankee nuclear
power plant’s closure, not the
out-of-state, multi-national
corporate owner – Entergy.
Act 160 requires detailed,
independent studies to be carried out on the environmental
and economic impact of the
plant and mandates signiﬁcant
public input throughout the
process. This means that
even if the federal Nuclear
Regulatory Commission
(NRC) in Washington, DC
decides to authorize a license
renewal for the aging reactor,
Vermont legislators could still
shut it down.
No other state legislature
has ever claimed the right of its
citizens, through their elected
representatives, to make a
decision that could over-ride
the powerful interests of a
major nuclear corporation and the NRC. A
coalition of citizen and advocacy groups will
continue to provide constructive input about
what constitutes an adequate combination of
economic, health and environmental studies
and meaningful public engagement, as well
as to hold the Department of Public Services
Jessica is on SPC staff and is the liaison
to the CNY Public Power Coalition and
a member of the CNY Citizens Awareness
Network, part of a regional Northeast network of organizations working to shut down
nuclear reactors.
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(similar to NY’s Public Service Commission) publicly accountable for any failure to
provide these. Through citizen participation
and strong political leadership, activists and
concerned residents in Vermont are now
looking to use this opportunity to replace
Vermont Yankee with conservation, efﬁciency
and renewable energy solutions.

Why Nuclear Power Isn’t Green:
the Waste

The continuing operation of nuclear power
plants is creating a mounting stockpile of
hazardous radioactive nuclear waste. No
solution exists to safely dispose of this
waste. Spent fuel is commonly stored in “fuel
pools” at the reactor site, or once fuel pools
full (as at Fitzpatrick), in controversial
What does this have to do with are
“dry casks” that are inadequate for longterm
Central New York?
storage. Everything except the used fuel is
With three aging nuclear power plants just generally considered low-level radioactive
45 miles to the north of Syracuse, near waste and is shipped to Barnwell, SC, a poor,
Oswego, we should follow closely what’s rural, 48% African American community.
happening in Vermont – and start thinking Until recently, Barnwell hosted the country’s
primary radioactive waste
dump. On July 1, it closed,
intensifying the waste crisis.
Unfortunately, within a few
years that community’s
water supply will become
contaminated by existing
waste leaking from the
dump, raising concerns of
environmental racism.
Contaminated uniforms,
gloves, and booties are sent
off-site to be “cleaned” at
industrial laundries that
serve the nuclear industry.
The closest such laundry
is operated by UniFirst,
Inc. in East Springﬁeld,
MA – a largely minority
As part of shutting down the Vermont
and immigrant community.
Yankee reactors, activists have
These laundries routinely
compiled information on job creation
have bad safety and working
and energy needs. Images: Vermont
conditions, fail to train their
Citizens Action Network
employees about radiation
about how we might replicate the process hazards, and discharge radioactive and
here. Entergy owns the local Fitzpatrick chemical waste into the local water supply.
reactor as well as the decrepit Indian Point The UniFirst/NTS laundry in E. Springﬁeld
3 reactor in downstate NY. Both Nine Mile has repeatedly dumped waste in the local
Point 1 and 2 are now owned by Constel- sewage system and even the pond in a
lation, a Maryland based corporation. nearby park. Workers have been endangered
These corporations aren’t just looking to by ﬁres and spills in the plant.
As high-level waste continues piling up
extend their current licenses; they have
also expressed an interest in building new at reactor sites around the US, the industry
is targeting Native communities in Nevada
nuclear power plants.
With fuel prices skyrocketing and more and Utah to locate waste dumps for the
people acknowledging coal’s connection to nation’s spent nuclear fuel. These plans,
global warming, nuclear corporations are including the Yucca Mountain proposal,
once again touting themselves as the cheap, continue to be challenged by local opposition, environmental concerns, technical
safe solution for our energy needs.

ﬂaws and delays. Some in Congress are
now attempting to revive reprocessing
– a dirty and expensive process (currently
banned in the US) that does little to solve
the waste problem and raises nuclear
proliferation concerns.

The Nuclear Fuel Chain: Bad
for the Planet, Bad for our
Communities
Greenhouse gases are emitted throughout
the nuclear fuel chain, from the mining of
the uranium to its enrichment, transportation of fuel and waste, and the construction
of nuclear plants. The beginning of the
nuclear fuel chain, the mining and reﬁning (milling) of uranium ore, produces
immense amounts of radioactive and
chemical waste. They are mostly located
on Native lands in the Dakotas, the Province of Ontario and the Southwest US. For
every pound of uranium that is used in a
reactor, 3,500-4,000 pounds of radioactive
uranium tailings are generated. In addition,
the uranium enrichment produces seven
pounds of “depleted uranium” for every
pound of enriched uranium. This means, for
example, that the 500 tons of spent fuel at
Fitzpatrick represent just the tip of a huge
iceberg of radioactive waste: nearly 4,000
tons of depleted uranium – and about two
million tons of uranium tailings.
Natural uranium must be enriched to
increase the amount of uranium that can
sustain a nuclear chain reaction. This is
a very energy-intensive process, and the
only operating enrichment plant in the
US (in Paducah, Kentucky) is largely
powered by huge, old coal-ﬁred power
plants. Enrichment plants leak enormous
amounts of chloro-ﬂuoro-carbons (CFCs)
– ozone-depleting chemicals that are banned
in the US. The uranium enrichment plant is
responsible for half of our country’s CFC
emissions, making it among the single
largest ozone-destroyers in the world.
Nuclear plants also release radiation
during operation. The BEIR VII report,
an exhaustive study done by the National
Academy of Science, concludes that any
amount of ionizing radiation is dangerous to humans. A medical hospital that
regularly uses radioactive materials for
cancer treatments and medical diagnoses,
typically has 2-5 curies (a unit of radioactivity) on hand over the course of a whole
year. The Hiroshima bomb released about
2,000 curies of radioactive material. By
comparison, the Nine Mile Point 1 nuclear

plant has released
over 2,000,000 curies of radioactive
gases into the air
since 1972.

The Rising
Cost of CleanUp: Who Will
Pay?
Nuclear reactor sites
become extremely
contaminated over
the life of the plant,
and the companies
that operate them
are required to set aside money to pay for
the plants to be dismantled and the sites
cleaned up. Having sufﬁcient funds for
that process, called decommissioning, is
essential to protect both workers and the
surrounding community for generations to
come from the legacy of nuclear power.
Unfortunately decommissioning is
frequently mismanaged and underfunded
by nuclear power companies. Around the
country decommissioning costs have exceeded the rosy estimates generated while
the plants were operating, and ratepayers
and/or taxpayers have been stuck with the
bill. Cleaning up the Yankee Rowe reactor
site in northwest Massachusetts ended up
costing over $700 million, more than double
the original estimate and nearly 20 times
what it cost to build the plant. Likewise,
the Connecticut Yankee reactor has already
cost over $800 million to decommission,
and could end up totaling over $1.2 billion
when the job is complete. It was originally
estimated at $410 million. In both cases,
some ratepayers who never used a kilowatt
of electricity from the plants are paying for
these excess costs.
Because many reactors are actually
owned by subsidiaries that have no other
assets, the subsidiary could simply declare
bankruptcy and abandon the plant. Such an
outcome is looking more likely as Entergy
is in the process of “spinning off” six of
its oldest reactors to a separate company
called Enexus, which would completely
shield it from responsibility for cleaning
up the plants it operates in New England,
New York and Michigan.

Beyond Nuclear:
Our Energized Future
The exciting moment that now exists as
our aging nuke plants near the end of

their licenses provides us with the unique
opportunity to transform our energy
economy to one based on local, efﬁcient
and renewable solutions. This transition
won’t be easy and may take some time
due to poor leadership in the past. But
imagine…homes, businesses, and public
buildings outﬁtted with renewable technologies such as wind, solar, geothermal, and
biomass…efﬁciency efforts dramatically
reducing our electricity usage and saving
us money…decisions being made locally
using our creativity and skills. This could
be our energy future.
Locally, the CNY Public Power Coalition
is actively working with the city of Syracuse
to explore the option of a municipal energy
system. If successful, it could be a model
for other local communities or expanded to
include the county (www.cnypublicpower.
net). Syracuse politicians are widely promoting green industries as the answer to our
economic development problems. Renewing
the licenses of existing nuclear plants, or
granting new licenses for the construction
of additional plants, locks us into an outdated, inefﬁcient and costly technology for
decades into the future. Nuclear plants are
capital-intensive, costing at least $6 billion
or more apiece, and can take up to 12 years
to actually begin producing power. There
are faster, cheaper, safer energy sources that
we can turn to without the risks presented
by nuclear power.
Conservation programs and small-scale
energy generation projects are labor-intensive
– meaning local job creation. The Vermont
Council of Rural Development released
a report in 2007 entitled “Strengthening
Vermont’s Energy Economy” that details
the clear choices that can lead to a new
energy future in Vermont. We need a similar
study for NYS.
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continued from page 11
grow to $50 billion by 2030.7 While not
the result of a central “conspiracy,” the
rise of food deﬁcits in the Global South
mirrors the rise of food surpluses in the
industrial North. Far from the result of
“overpopulation,” or the “invisible hand” of
the market, hunger is the result
of systematic destruction of
southern food systems through
a series of northern economic
development projects.

causing massive environmental damage.
The Green Revolution, ostensibly a project
to save the world from hunger, undermined
the ability of the poor to feed themselves
by displacing them from their land and degrading the agroecosystems they depended
on to produce food.

The Green Revolution
The ﬁrst major development
in the rise of the agri-foods
complex was the spread of
the industrial model of food
production through the “Green
Revolution.” Starting in the
1960s, the Green Revolution marketed “technological
packages” of hybrid seeds,
fertilizers and pesticides, to
developing countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin America. A
project of the Ford and Rockefeller Foundations (thereafter ﬁnanced with
public money), the Green Revolution raised
yields per acre by developing rice, wheat
and maize hybrids that could be densely
planted and responded to irrigation and
high applications of fertilizer. In the West,
world per-capita food production increased
by 11%. But the number of hungry people
also increased by 11%.8 This is because
the Green Revolution’s technologies
were more easily adopted by large-scale
farmers who took over rich bottomlands,
displacing peasants. Many smallholders,
pushed out of agriculture, migrated to
the city slums now common throughout
the Global South. Others, encouraged by
government “land reforms,” cleared new
agricultural land in tropical forests and on
fragile hillsides. Development projects soon
followed, offering cheap credit so smallholders could buy the Green Revolution
technological packages. In fragile forest
and hillside conditions, Green Revolution
packages degraded soils rapidly, requiring
higher and higher fertilizer applications.
Yields fell, and the tremendous diversity
of local varieties planted by traditional
farmers was reduced by as much as 90%,
destroying centuries-old agro-biodiversity.
To compensate, more and more forest and
hillside land was brought into production,
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from the Global North to the Global South
(which is one reason why so much credit
was available to peasants for technological
packages…). The Global South borrowed
heavily to ﬁnance economic development.
Agricultural exports were used to obtain
foreign exchange to pay back loans. Production boomed, leading to a fall in prices for
agricultural goods. Farmers
in the North and the South
responded by producing more
to increase income. The global
oil shock of the 1970s led to
an increase in production costs
and a recession that, in turn,
led northern banks to call in
their loans. Family farmers in
the US went bankrupt and the
countries of the Global South
defaulted on the loans, leading
to the “Debt Crisis.”

Take Two: Structural
Adjustment

Green Revolution: Winners and
Losers
The germplasm collected from peasants in
Asia and Latin America by Green Revolution
scientists contributed $10.2 billion/yr. to
US corn and soy production in the 197080s. Fully one third of the seed produced
by the International Center for Maize and
Wheat Improvement (CIMMYT in Spanish)
was appropriated by private northern seed
companies including Pioneer Hy-Brid, and
Cargill (Ecologist, 1996). Farmers and the
environment fared less well from the spread
of the Green Revolution. Central America
is a case in point: From 1979-97, fertilizer
use increased from 80 to 120/kg-hectare
and grain production increased by 45 million tons/yr. (CIECA, 2001) (CIMMYT,
1992). However, average yields actually
dropped by 50% from 1980-96 (CIECA,
2001). How did grain production increase
even as yields dropped? By expanding the
“agricultural frontier.” During the heyday of
the Green Revolution in Central America,
the region lost half of its tropical forests
and almost doubled its CO2 emissions
(Utting, 1996; Kaimowitz, 1996)

The Debt Crisis
The spread of the Green Revolution coincided with a general boom in lending

The second major development in the rise of the industrial agri-foods complex was
the Structural Adjustment
Programs (SAPs) of the 1980-90s. The
SAPs were conditional loan programs
enforced in tandem by the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
so that developing countries, debt-ridden
after twenty years of development, would
pay back their loans to northern banks. To
receive loans from the World Bank, developing countries signed IMF agreements
to remove their tariff barriers to foreign
imports, privatize state companies and
services, and dismantle their food marketing boards. This allowed widespread
“dumping” of highly-subsidized US and
European grain surpluses. Farmers in the
Global South couldn’t compete against grain
sold at prices below the costs of production
and were forced to quit farming. These
rural poor were then available to work for
starvation wages on plantations growing
low-end agricultural exports including,
bananas, cotton, tobacco, coffee, sugar and
beef, or high-end, non-traditional export
crops, like snow-peas and ﬂowers. Support
for national food production disappeared.
Southern countries lost the ability to feed
themselves.
For footnotes, see www.peacecouncil.
net/pnl/CurrentPNL.html. Part II continues
next month with Free Trade, Agrofuels and
steps to transition to food sovereignty.

Border Patrol Harrassment at the Regional
Transportation Center
On Saturday, July 5, I went to the Regional
Transportation Center to catch a bus from
Syracuse to Utica to visit my family. Despite the holiday weekend, there were only
about a dozen people sitting on the bus.
Everything seemed ready for an on-time
departure, but instead of our driver stepping on board, three border patrol agents
in green uniforms boarded the bus.
I had seen them earlier chatting with
some bus station personnel – baggage
loaders, drivers, etc. – outside the bus. The
ﬁrst agent walked all the way to the back
of the bus, looking at each person, but not
saying anything. The second began moving up the aisle, while the third remained
in the doorway. The second agent stopped
by an Asian-looking young man and began
questioning him about his citizenship.
By this point, the ﬁrst agent had begun
walking toward the front of the bus. I asked
why they were only questioning this one
man, and the ﬁrst agent stopped in front

of me and said, “We’re asking everyone.
I’m coming to you right now. What country
are you a citizen of?” I replied that I was
a citizen of the US, and he turned away
from me. I pointed out that he hadn’t
asked me for any documentation but had
insisted on documentation from the man
they were questioning (who showed a valid
id). I repeated that I didn’t hear them ask
anyone else on the bus about their citizenship status and pointed out that this was
racial proﬁling. They insisted that they
were asking everyone and that I didn’t
understand the law. I insisted that they
were racially proﬁling and that people in
the community were very disturbed by
what was happening.
What struck me most was how quickly
and easily the border patrol agents lied to
me both about my rights and what I had
just witnessed with my own eyes. Below
is an “Immigrant Rights Card” from the
American Civil Liberties Union. While

border patrol or Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents may not
respect your rights or outright lie to you,
the ﬁrst step to taking some control over
a situation is to be conﬁdent that you do
know your rights. Familiarize yourself and
your friends with the information below
(also available at www.aclu.org). Think
ahead about how you might respond to
common questions and scenarios. Armed,
uniformed agents can be intimidating, and
they’ve had a lot of practice in questioning
people. It can be difﬁcult to know what
to do when you witness or are the target
of ICE harassment. I completely forgot
to ask for the names of the ofﬁcers who
had boarded the bus – a basic step that I
might have remembered if I had thought
through the situation ahead of time. Use
the scenarios below as a starting point,
and have a plan before you ﬁnd yourself
across the aisle from border patrol.
-Jessica Maxwell

Clip and Save or pass out

What to Do if the Police,
Immigration or Other Authorities Stop You
You have the right to be free from
unlawful searches and seizures.
You have rights as a pedestrian.
What to do if you are approached by the police or
immigration agents on the street:
1. You have the constitutional right to remain silent. You
have the right to remain silent even if you are asked
questions about your immigration status. They cannot
arrest you without “probable cause” (a good reason
to believe you have committed an offense). Always
remember that you have the constitutional right to remain
silent, regardless of your immigration status.
2. It’s not a crime to refuse to answer questions, but
refusing to answer might make the police suspicious
about you.
What to do if you are asked to identify yourself:
•

If you have valid identiﬁcation that does not reveal
your immigration status, then show it.

•

If you think your name or the documents in your
possession will place you at risk for arrest, then say
you choose to remain silent, and don’t show them
anything until you speak with a lawyer. Presenting
fraudulent documentation is a federal offense and will
result in your arrest.

3. If you are approached on the street by an immigration
ofﬁcial, the FBI or police, you MUST ask if you are free
to go. Ask them, “Am I under arrest or am I free to go?”
If they say that you are not being arrested, then you are
free to walk away.
4. If you are told that you are under arrest, then you
have the right to ask why you are being arrested. Tell the
police ofﬁcer or immigration agent that you do not want
to answer any questions until you speak with an attorney.

You have rights in your car.
What to do if the police, immigration or other ofﬁcials
stop you in your car:
1. The ofﬁcer must have “probable cause” (a good reason
that criminal activity or trafﬁc violation is happening) to
stop the car, but they may stop the car in a routine stop.
2. You should never drive without a valid driver’s license.
3. If you are driving and you are stopped, then you must
show your driver’s license, proof of registration and
insurance.
4. You do not have to answer questions about your
immigration status or any other questions. If asked, tell
the ofﬁcer you wish to remain silent.
5. You do not have to allow the police to search your car

unless they have probable cause (a good reason that
there is criminal activity happening). If they ask, DO NOT
let them search the car because they can legally search
the car with your consent.

You have rights in your home.
What to do if immigration agents, the police or housing
inspectors come to you house:
1. Do NOT let anyone from the government (police,
immigration or housing inspectors) in your house without
a warrant (an ofﬁcial authorization).
2. If there is a warrant, ASK TO SEE IT, but do not open
the door.
3. When you see the warrant, make sure that your name
and address are on the warrant.
4. If there is a warrant from an immigration ofﬁcer, then
you have the right to not allow the ofﬁcers in your home.
GO OUTSIDE to see the ofﬁcers, especially if there are
other people in the house with immigration problems.
5. If the ofﬁcers do NOT have a warrant, then do NOT let
them into your house.
6. If they enter your house without a warrant, then make

continued on reverse side
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Caribbean Latin America Coalition Update
The Caribbean Latin America Coalition
(CLAC) is a partner organization of SPC.
It addresses general US-Latin America
policy (including immigration) and also
has active projects related to Colombia,
Cuba and El Salvador.
CLAC collected and packed items for
the Pastors for Peace Caravan to Cuba when
it passed through town in mid-June. The
19th Friendshipment Caravan stopped in
46 US States and six Canadian provinces,
collecting 100 tons of humanitarian aid and
converging at the US - Mexico border on
July 3, where Homeland Security seized 31
computers (destined for classrooms, clinics
and hospitals) from the Caravan.
After crossing the border into Mexico,
the caravan is on the road again but remains
committed to regaining possession of the
CLAC’s next monthly potluck is Thursday,
August 7, 6 pm at the Syracuse Center for
Peace and Social Justice (2nd ﬂoor). Contact Paul Weischelbaum for information,
pweichs@juno.com.

computers. To protest this conﬁscation of
humanitarian materials contact: 1) Border
Patrol – 877-227-5511, 2) Ofﬁce of Foreign
Assets Control – 800-540-6322, 3) Your House
representative – 202-225-3121. To learn more,
visit www.pastorsforpeace.org.
A successful fundraising effort for
Syracuse’s sister community in La Estancia,
El Salvador surpassed goals and will assist
in part with student scholarships. CLACster
Shirley Novak will travel to La Estancia
in August to deliver the aid. There are still
items for sale if you’d like to purchase a
hammock or other handmade crafts.
CLAC members also attended the
CNY-Cajibío retreat at the end of June.
Cortland, Ithaca and Syracuse have a joint
sister community partnership with Cajibío,
Colombia. Cajibío organizers held a major
planning retreat in March (attended by two
CNY organizers). At our local retreat, we
heard report backs from the March planning
session and strategized ways we can work in
solidarity with the Small Farmer’s Movement
of Cajibío and the Colombia Support Network
for a just US policy towards Colombia.

CLAC continues to support the work
of the local Detention Taskforce, sending a
representative to taskforce meetings and contributing to the bail fund. CLAC members also
have a strong presence at monthly Regional
Transportation Center (RTC) demonstrations
and ﬂyering efforts to increase awareness
of Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) agents at the RTC.
Plans for the annual November
demonstration to close the School of the
Americas (WHINSEC) at Ft. Benning,
GA have also begun. CNY has a strong
history of participation in this movement
and will once again be providing a local
training and orientation. Look for more
information soon.
Finally, CLAC representatives recently
met with congressional candidate Dan Maffei. Topics discussed included: US military
buildup in Latin America, immigration policy,
trade, SOA, and Cuba. CLAC hopes to meet
with the Republican challenger as well in
an attempt to educate and pressure our local
congressional representative to take better
stands on Latin American policy.

Clip and Save or pass out

What to Do if the Police, Immigration or Other Authorities Stop You
it clear that you do not consent to the search.
7. ALWAYS get the names of the ofﬁcers and their badge
numbers if you can.

You have rights when you are at
work.
What to do if immigration agents come to your place of
work:
1. Immigration ofﬁcers are not allowed to check your
work records or documents at your job without a warrant.
2. If an immigration ofﬁcer approaches you at work, you
do not have to answer any questions. Tell the ofﬁcer that
you wish to remain silent and if the ofﬁcer asks you for
your papers, tell the ofﬁcer that you wish to speak with
your lawyer.
3. If you are a member of a union, your union should let
you know if immigration ofﬁcials are coming to look for you.

You have the right to solicit for
work.
1. You have the right to talk about work or to look for
work with a contractor or anyone else in a public space
protected by the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution.
2. You have the right to stand and gather on public
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property as long as you are obeying the law and not
blocking street trafﬁc or creating a safety problem for
yourself, other pedestrians or drivers.
3. You DO NOT have the same right to solicit for work on
private property and could be arrested for trespassing,
which would have criminal or ﬁnancial penalties.
4. Here are some tips for avoiding contact with law
enforcement:
• Keep the sidewalk clean of trash.
• Always leave space for passers-by on sidewalks.
• Be respectful of those around you.
• Make sure that you abide by all pedestrian laws, cross
the street in designated areas and do not stand in the
street and block trafﬁc.

You have rights if you are detained
by immigration authorities.

may have a right to a hearing before an immigration
judge.
5. If you have a right to a hearing, then you have a right
to know the charges ﬁled against you and you have a
right to contest these charges.
6. You have the right to speak with your consulate.

MY RIGHTS CARD
I am giving you this card because I do not wish to speak
to you or have any further contact with you. I choose
to exercise my right to remain silent and to refuse to
answer your questions. If you arrest me, I will continue
to exercise my right to remain silent and to refuse to
answer your questions. I want to speak to a lawyer before
answering your questions.

1. Remember that you have the right to remain silent and
do not have to answer any questions until you speak with
an attorney.
2. You have a right to an attorney, but the government will
not pay for the attorney. Immigration ofﬁcials must show
you a list of free or low-cost legal service.
3. Do not sign any paper unless you have spoken with an
attorney. Do not sign any paper if you are unsure about
the contents of the paper. You have a right to a translator.
4. If you have not already been ordered deported, you

American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey
P.O. Box 32159, Newark, NJ 07102
973 642 2084
www.aclu-nj.org • info@aclu-nj.org

Will Capitalism Survive Climate Change?
responsibility” is recognized by all parties,
meaning that the global North must shoulder
the brunt of the adjustment to the climate
crisis since it is the one whose economic
trajectory has brought it about.
It is also recognized that the global
response should not compromise the right
to develop of the countries of the global
South.
The devil, however, is in the details.

market-based, that is, on the trading of
emission permits.
The subtext is: techno-ﬁxes and the
carbon market will make the transition
Reprinted from www.zmag.org/znet
relatively painless and (why not?) proﬁtable, too.
Global warming is the privatization of global
There is, however, a growing realizacommons by capital which now involves
tion that many of these technologies are
the expropriation of ecological spaces of
decades away from viable use and that,
the South. Progressive climate strategy
in the short and medium term, relying on
must reduce growth and energy use while
a shift in energy dependence to
raising the quality of life of the
non-fossil fuel alternatives will not
broad masses of the people.
be able to support current rates of
There is now a solid consensus
economic
growth.
in the scientiﬁc community that if
Also, it is increasingly evident
the change in global mean temperathat the trade-off for more crop
ture in the 21st century exceeds 2.4
land being devoted to biofuel
degrees Celsius, changes in the
production is less land to grow
planet’s climate will be large-scale,
food and greater food insecurity
irreversible and disastrous.
globally.
Moreover, the window of opIt is rapidly becoming clear
portunity for action that will make
that
the dominant paradigm of
a difference is narrow – that is, the
economic growth is one of the
next 10 to 15 years.
most signiﬁcant obstacles to a
Throughout the North, howserious global effort to deal with
ever, there is strong resistance to
climate change.
changing the systems of consumpBut this destabilizing, funtion and production that have created
damentalist growth-consumption
the problem in the ﬁrst place and a
preference for “techno-ﬁxes,” such Activists with the Rising Tide network work to expose the root causes paradigm is itself more effect rather
than cause.
as “clean” coal, carbon sequestra- of climate change. Photo: unknown
The central problem, it is
tion and storage, industrial-scale
becoming
increasingly clear, is a
biofuels, and nuclear energy.
As Martin Khor of Third World Network
Globally, transnational corporations has pointed out, the global reduction of mode of production whose main dynamic
and other private actors resist government- 80% in greenhouse gas emissions from is the transformation of living nature into
imposed measures such as mandatory caps, 1990 levels by 2050 that many now rec- dead commodities, creating tremendous
preferring to use market mechanisms like ognize as necessary, will have to translate waste in the process.
The driver of this process is consumption
the buying and selling of “carbon credits,” into reductions of at least 150-200% on
–
or
more
appropriately overconsumption
which critics say simply amounts to a the part of the global North if the two
license for corporate polluters to keep on principles – “common but differentiated – and the motivation is proﬁt or capital
polluting.
responsibility” and recognition of the accumulation: capitalism, in short.
It has been the generalization of this
In the South, there is little willingness on right to development of the countries of
mode of production in the North and its
the part of the southern elite to depart from the South – are to be followed.
the high-growth, high-consumption model
But are the governments and people spread from the North to the South over the
inherited from the North, and a self-interested of the North prepared to make such com- last 300 years that has caused the accelerated
burning of fossil fuels like coal and oil and
conviction that the North must ﬁrst adjust mitments?
and bear the brunt of adjustment before the
Psychologically and politically, it is rapid deforestation, two of the key man-made
South takes any serious step towards limit- doubtful that the North at this point has what processes behind global warming.
ing its greenhouse gas emissions.
it takes to meet the problem head-on.
The prevailing assumption is that the The South’s Dilemma
Contours of the Challenge
afﬂuent societies can take on commitments One way of viewing global warming is to
In the climate change discussions, the to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions see it as a key manifestation of the latest
principle of “common but differentiated but still grow and enjoy their high standards stage of a wrenching historical process:
of living if they shift to non-fossil fuel the privatization of the global commons
by capital. The climate crisis must thus be
Walden Bello, a fellow of the Transnational energy sources.
Moreover, how the mandatory cuts seen as the expropriation by the advanced
Institute, is president of the Freedom from
Debt Coalition and senior analyst at Focus agreed multilaterally by governments get
implemented within the country must be
continued on next page
on the Global South.

Walden Bello
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common welfare.
In contrast to the Northern elite’s
capitalist societies of the ecological space of strategy of trying to decouple growth from
less developed or marginalized societies. energy use, a progressive comprehensive
This leads us to the dilemma of the climate strategy in both the North and
South: before the full extent of the eco- the South must be to reduce growth and
logical destabilization brought about by energy use while raising the quality of life
of the broad masses of
people.
Among other
things, this will mean
placing economic justice and equality at
the centre of the new
paradigm.
The transition
must be one not only
from a fossil-fuel based
economy but also from
As part of the April 2008 “Fossil Fools Day” of actions against climate
an overconsumptionchange, activists drew attention to “false solutions” such as carbon
driven economy.
offsets. Photo: www.risingtidenorthamerica.org
The end-goal must
be
adoption
of a low-concapitalism, it was expected that the South
sumption,
low-growth,
high-equity
developwould simply follow the “stages of growth”
ment
model
that
results
in
an
improvement
of the North.
Now it is impossible to do so without in people’s welfare, a better quality of life
bringing about ecological Armageddon. for all, and greater democratic control of
Already, China is on track to overtake the US production.
It is unlikely that the elite of the
as the biggest emitter of greenhouse gases,
North
and the South will agree to such a
and yet the elite of China as well as those of
comprehensive
response. The farthest they
India and other rapidly developing countries
are
likely
to
go
is for techno-ﬁxes and a
are intent on reproducing the American-type
market-based
cap-and-trade
system. Growth
overconsumption-driven capitalism.
Thus, for the South, the implications will be sacrosanct, as will the system of
of an effective global response to global global capitalism.
Yet, confronted with the Apocalypse,
warming include not just the inclusion of
humanity
cannot self-destruct.
some countries in a regime of mandatory
It
may
be a difﬁcult road, but we can be
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions,
sure
that
the
vast majority will not commit
although this is critical: in the current
social
and
ecological
suicide to enable the
round of climate negotiations, for instance,
minority
to
preserve
their
privileges.
China can no longer opt out of a mandatory
However it is achieved, a thorough
regime on the grounds that it is a developreorganization of production, consumption
ing country.
Nor can the challenge to most of the and distribution will be the end result of
other developing countries be limited to that humanity’s response to the climate emergency
of getting the North to transfer technology and the broader environmental crisis.
to mitigate global warming and provide
funds to assist them in adapting to it, as Threat and Opportunity
many of them appeared to think during the
In this regard, climate change is both a
Bali negotiations.
These steps are important, but they threat and an opportunity to bring about
should be seen as but the initial steps in a the long postponed social and economic
broader, global reorientation of the paradigm reforms that had been derailed or sabotaged
in previous eras by the elite seeking to
for achieving economic well-being.
While the adjustment will need to preserve or increase their privileges.
The difference is that today the very
be much, much greater and faster in the
existence
of humanity and the planet deNorth, the adjustment for the South will
pend
on
the
institutionalization of economic
essentially be the same: a break with the
systems
based
not on feudal rent extraction
high-growth, high-consumption model in
or
capital
accumulation
or class exploitafavor of another model of achieving the
tion, but on justice and equality.

Capitalism / from previous page
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The question is often asked these
days if humanity will be able to get its act
together to formulate an effective response
to climate change. Though there is no certainty in a world ﬁlled with contingency,
I am hopeful that it will.
In the social and economic system that
will be collectively crafted, I anticipate that
there will be room for the market.
However, the more interesting question is: will it have room for capitalism?
Will capitalism as a system of production,
consumption and distribution survive the
challenge of coming up with an effective
solution to the climate crisis?

Northeast Climate Conﬂuence
July 27 - August 3, High Falls, NY

The governments and corporations of
the world will not solve the climate
crisis; they are after all, part of the
problem. It’s up to us to build a powerful grassroots movement to create the
world we want. The climate convergences are gathering places for people
of all ages and backgrounds to come
together to take direct action against
the root causes of climate change while
working to build a just and sustainable
world. This year three convergences
in the US will take place alongside
similar gatherings in the UK, Germany,
Australia, and beyond.
There will be dozens of workshops,
trainings, networking opportunities,
and strategy sessions. Each climate
convergence will culminate in an
empowering direct action taking on
a different aspect of the climate crisis
in each region.
www.climateconvergence.org

SPC in Action / from page 4

Final Goodbye
to Our Old Home

SPC’s former ofﬁces were in a house we
owned on 924 Burnet Ave. We had been
there for 36 years … and had accumulated
36 years worth of stuff. In mid-April, we
moved SPC’s operations to our space at
the Center. But that still left a full attic,
basement and garage at our former home.
After a lot of sorting, cleaning, packing,
carrying and recycling, we ﬁnished our
move in mid-June. Our former home was
sold June 20 – to people who plan to live
there.
Many thanks to everyone who helped
us ﬁnish: Carol Baum, Herm Bieling, Brent
Bleier, Sera Brown, Charlie Crafts, Andy
Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Mike Miller,
Glenda Neff, Paul Pearce, Chris Riley,
and Rose Viviano, and to Lanny Freshman
who continues to help us settle in to our
new ofﬁce.

Groups in the Center
Work Together

June saw two opportunities for the Center’s
resident organizations to work together.
First was getting ofﬁce supplies and
furniture. The M & T Bank branch in
downtown Syracuse had four ﬂoors of
ofﬁce furniture to give away. The Center’s
resident groups rented a truck together,
and spent all day helping each other load
and unload.
The second was political. Citizen
Action has been very involved with city
school issues and encouraged representatives from the other groups to attend a
public meeting on the Syracuse City School
Board’s proposal for the use of Contract for
Excellence funds. The resident organizations were well represented.
They currently are the American Friends
Service Committee, Citizen Action NY,
Peace Action of CNY and the Syracuse
Peace Council.

uncover the extent of military involvement
at SU and make SU a home for peaceful
solutions, not warmaking.
Plans include full documentation of
the role of the military at SU, development of a website with the information
uncovered and building support among
students, faculty and the larger community
to make SU an institution of peace, not war.
Contact Andy or see www.peacecouncil.
net/su-military.

SPC Public Events –
Not Yet on the Second Floor

SPC is mostly settled in to our new second
ﬂoor space at the Center. Please come and
visit, if you are able.
Our ofﬁces surround a large meeting
room. SPC’s Steering Committee has decided
that, until an elevator is put in to make the
second ﬂoor accessible, we will neither hold
nor co-sponsor any general public events
there. Committees will continue to meet
there unless we receive a speciﬁc request
to move them to the ﬁrst ﬂoor.
The Center is engaged in the second
phase of its capital campaign to raise the
funds to build a new front lobby with an
elevator. If you have ideas about potential
sources of funding, please contact Andy.

$timul ate SPC…
Did you know that last year SPC’s
income and expenses were about
$95,000? This covered 75+ hours
per week of staff time (that’s what
they get paid for, not what they
actually work!); all ongoing
programs and special events;
maintenance and upkeep of the
building and ofﬁce equipment;
and utilities, phones and all other
ofﬁce expenses.

We’ve got the Union Bug

The Peace Newsletter now comes with the
Union Bug (look underneath our return
address on the back cover)! Starting with
our June issue, Prompt Printing Press of
Camden, NJ is now printing the PNL. It’s a
Union shop that prioritizes work for peace
and justice organizations. It was a hard decision – we really value keeping our business
local whenever possible. After searching
for a few months, we were unable to ﬁnd
any local union shops or small, progressive
printers who could do the type of printing
required for producing our newsletter. We
hope you enjoy it.

GET THE WORD OUT...

PROGRESSIVE UNION PRINTSHOP

Newsletters•Newspapers

Tabloids, Booklets & Flyers
Complete Mailing Services

$$ Finders Fee $$
for successful recommendations

From 1,000 to 100,000 copies
1-800-213-9558

prompt@snip.net

SU Militarism

The April Peace Newsletter featured a
special section on the growth of military
programs at Syracuse University. A panel
presentation and discussion organized by
SPC drew some 60 people at the end of
that month.
Follow-up efforts have continued
with an eye to developing a campaign to

SPC Bids a final farewell to 924
Burnet Ave. Photos: Andy Mager
and Alex Gottwald.
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Syracuse Eastside Neighborhood
Farmers’ Market
When: Every Thursday, 2pm-7pm (through Oct.)
Where: Loguen Park (formerly Lexington Park at
the intersection of E. Genesee & Columbus)
Come and support your local farmers and
community!
Food Stamps, Farmers’ Market Coupons, Debit/Credit

20 Peace Newsletter July-August 2008

YO

OICES
V
H
T
U

Youth Voices is a column
for youth ages 6 to 18.
Submissions may be essays
(200-400 words), poetry (25
lines), or artwork, sent to
leyanadessauer@yahoo.
com.

Youth Helping
the World
Leyana Dessauer
I asked ten other young people, “What
are you doing to help the world over the
summer?” Below are their responses.
I am volunteering at the New School.
I’m there three hours every week. I help
kids out by reading with them, helping
with their work, and I help teachers out

with things they are doing. Since I’m an
alumna I knew what to do and could just
start helping.
- Cora Cool-Mihalyi, 13
The New School gives out boxes at the end
of the year that reﬂect what the student has
gotten better at and what they love to do.
I made one for a girl who loves to dance.
- Anonymous
This summer I’m helping out on an organic
farm. I help out by pulling weeds and
mowing the lawn with a hand mower. I
also help transplant baby vegetables. I will
be harvesting too. I like it because it is a
small scale organic farm. They don’t do
factory farming. Factory farming makes a
huge amount of stuff, not a little amount.
They use a huge amount of pesticides and
fertilizers.
- Noah Dessauer, 8
I will be gardening over the summer to
help beautify the earth.
- Brianna Gillespie, 13

It was a new hatched robin. We looked up
how to take care of it online. We kept it for
a week, and then we released it because it
was getting feathers and trying to jump out
of the padded bowl we had it in. It was a
girl, and we called it Marley.
- Anonymous
My family is riding our bikes more than
we are using our car this summer.
- Carrie Watt, 9
This summer we are going to expand our
garden and plant ﬂowers.
- Lucy Purnine, 10
I like working at the Samaritan Center
because you get to meet a lot of people
and you know you’re doing a good thing
for the community. I think people should
work there more so they don’t need as many
things as constantly. It is a good thing for
the community.
- Alex Sherman-Cross, 15

My new house has a big empty backyard.
We’re going to plant ﬂowers and bushes.
We might plant a baby tree.
- Anonymous

For my Boy Scouts Troop we collected
household items for Vera House. We
cleaned up chairs and tables at my church
that normally wouldn’t be cleaned.
- Julian Berman, 12

I like feeding stray animals. We once rescued
a baby bird that had fallen out of its nest.

September Topic: Back to School. Send
submissions by August 8.

James Sampson Receives Peace Action Youth Award
Nottingham High School senior James Sampson will receive the 2008
Peace Action Youth Award. The $500 award, funded by John F. X. Mannion and Stephanie Miner, is given to a high school senior in Onondaga
County who has demonstrated a commitment to working for peace and
social justice.
James has been a leader in the Jenna Foundation for Non-Violence,
a violence prevention program. He mentors ﬁfth-grade students, helping
them deal with problems without resorting to violence. The skills learned
reduce teasing, bullying and ﬁghts, not only in school, but also at home
and in the neighborhood.
James volunteers at the Salvation Army Day Care Center, participates
in the Community Wide Dialogue Fayetteville-Manlius/Nottingham
Exchange Program to promote racial understanding, and works in voter
registration drives. He also works at Wegmans and is in Wegmans Hillside
Work Scholarship Connection.
At Nottingham James is in the Honor Society, he directs the Gospel
Choir and plays alto sax in the band. He also sings in his church choir.
In the fall James will attend Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia.
In the future he plans to continue mentoring African American young
people. James is the son of DeAndra Wilson.
- Margrit Diehl, Peace Action
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Migrant Farmworkers and Allies Win Victories!
compiled by Jessica Maxwell
¡Sí Se Puede!
On May 23, 2008, just one year into the
Burger King campaign, the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers (CIW) and allies
brought one of the world’s largest fast food
corporations to the table to increase pay,
improve conditions, and get on a path of
respect and justice for some of the most
heavily exploited people in the US. Many
activists ﬁrst heard about the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers, based in Florida, when
they kicked off their 2001 campaign and
boycott of Taco Bell (and other fast food
chains owned by Yum! Brands). With the
support of allied student groups, CIW led
a successful four-year campaign, forcing
the food giant to negotiate improved conditions. They next targeted McDonalds,
bringing them to the table in half the time
– two years – before a boycott even had to
be launched. Now Burger King has conceded, with an historic press conference
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and signing ceremony at the US Capitol.
After much effort on their part to discredit
the Coalition, allies, and CIW’s agreements
with other corporations, Burger King
signed on to an agreement that will extend
Fair Food principles to the second-largest
hamburger chain in the world.
Visit www.ciw-online.org or the Student/Farmworker Alliance (www.sfalliance.
org) for more.

Sanctuary in Syracuse
On June 8, members of Plymouth Congregational Church, United Church of Christ,
became the ﬁrst congregation in Central NY
to vote to become a “Sanctuary Church.”
Accepting the New Sanctuary Movement
pledge requires a participating congregation to covenant to:
 take a public, moral stand for immigrants'
rights;
 reveal, though education and advocacy,
the actual suffering of immigrant workers and their families under current and

proposed legislation;
 protect immigrants against hate,
workplace discrimination, and unjust
deportation.
Plymouth Church is located in downtown Syracuse and currently provides ofﬁce
space to the CNY Workers’ Rights Center.
The vote was 57 in support, 7 in support
with reservations, and no one abstaining
or opposing the resolution. Plymouth had
prepared for its vote for a year through forums, Bible study, conversations in homes,
and reﬂections in worship. The church is
part of an interfaith group of congregations,
religious groups, and social justice committees at various stages of discernment.
A public covenanting ceremony with those
prepared to add their names to the pledge
will take place in September.
Contact the Detention Taskforce for
more information about how your community of faith or allied organization can
support this work: Pat Rector, CNY Workers’ Rights Center, 474-4821.

P E A C E S
Compiled by Lily Galvin

Nations Compete over
Islands of Crap

Rising prices of synthetic fertilizers and
organic foods have intensiﬁed the collection of bird droppings on 20 climatically
ideal islands off the coast of Peru where
12-inch-thick seabird guano coats the
land. In the 19th century, Spain fought
with Peru on the high seas for the right to
mine the guano, which at that time was
150 feet high in places. Said an ofﬁcial of
the Peruvian company that controls guano
production (to a New York Times reporter
in May), “Before there was oil, there was
guano, so of course we fought wars over
it.” The exceptionally dry climate means
that 12,000 to 15,000 tons of guano are
available yearly.
- New York Times, 5-30-08

Young People Find Ways
Round Internet Blocks

Young, technologically-minded Syrians
say they continue to access banned web
sites despite increasing attempts by their
government to block sites deemed undesirable.
The government last week shut down
public access to Wikipedia Arabic, adding
the resource to a long list of sites ofﬁcially
banned in Syria.
By ﬁnding proxy sites through which
they can look at blocked websites, and
using sophisticated “anonymity software”
students prevent those monitoring internet

usage from identifying who is visiting
which sites.
- Adapted from Syria News Brieﬁng
May 30, 2008

LAPD Gives Itself Perfect
Record on Racial Profiling

The Los Angeles Police Department announced in April that it had investigated
320 complaints against its ofﬁcers last year
for alleged “racial proﬁling” and found that
not a single one was valid. The Los Angeles
Times reported that that was at least the
sixth consecutive year that LAPD reported
a perfect record on racial proﬁling.
- Los Angeles Times, April 30, 2008

Small Town overthrows
Corporate Giant for
Control of Water

The people of Felton, California learned that
they had successfully wrested control of their
water from the clutches of giant for-proﬁt
corporation, California American Water
(CalAm), on Friday, May 30, 2008.
The private water utility, CalAm is
said to have been extorting huge, unjustiﬁed rate increases and failing to protect
sensitive watershed properties.
CalAm has agreed to sell its Felton
water subsidiary to the San Lorenzo Valley Water District for a cash price of $10.5
million. As part of the deal, the Valley water
district will assume CalAm’s debt of $2.9
million for the Kirby treatment plant and
CalAm will donate watershed land that it
purchased from Citizens Water.

First Same-Sex Weddings
Performed in Greece

Defying threats of prosecution and mounting public wrath, the mayor of a remote
Greek island performed the country’s ﬁrst
same-sex marriages on Tuesday, wedding
two men and two women.
The civil ceremonies, held at sunrise
in the nondescript town hall of Tilos, a tiny
island in the eastern Aegean Sea, deﬁed
statements by a senior Greek prosecutor last
week that such unions were illegal. Despite
it’s growing homosexual community, gays

and lesbians in this European Union nation
of 11 million people frequently complain
of discrimination.
On Tuesday, however, a bubbling justmarried Evangelia Vlami emerged from
the Tilos town hall, telling the BBC that
the unions would help end discrimination.
“We did this to encourage other gay people
to take a stand,” she said.
- Adapted from International Herald
Tribune, June 3, 2008

George Monbiot Attempts
Citizen’s Arrest on
John Bolton

John Bolton, the former US ambassador to
the United Nations, escaped a citizen’s arrest
by British activist and columnist, George
Monbiot Wednesday night as he addressed
an audience in Britain. Monbiot says Bolton
is a war criminal for his role in helping to
initiate the US invasion of Iraq.
“Under an act of Parliament here, the
Serious Organized [Crime and Police] Act,
a citizen has the right to arrest anyone that
they suspect to be guilty of a crime who
would otherwise get away from the scene
or escape without being arrested…. Now,
there is a proviso which says that you can
only act in this way if the police are unable
to act to arrest this person. In this particular
case, the police were able to act and had
chosen not to do so,” Monbiot explained.
Monbiot was caught by two security
guards and pulled out of the venue quickly
after announcing his plans to perform the
citizen arrest as the former UN-ambassador
left the stage.
- Adapted from Amy Goodman’s
interview and report from www.democracynow.org

Hawaii Requires Solar
Water Heaters for New
Homes

With a heavy reliance on imported fossil
fuels, Hawaii has become the ﬁrst state to
require solar water heaters in new homes,
pleasing environmentalists but leading opponents to note the island chain’s already
high home prices.
Republican Gov. Linda Lingle signed
a bill Thursday requiring the energy-saving
systems starting in 2010. She said the law is
“another important step in our long-term plan
for energy independence in Hawaii.”
- Associated Press, July 1, 2008
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Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass. 5 pm. St. Andrew’s
Church, 124 Alden St. 636-7726.

27

Women's Information Center,
Photos by Women Photographers.
Tiffany Gratien through Aug . 8, M-F 9-5
pm, 601 Allen St. Cindy 478-4636.

28

EVERY SUN: Common Threads,
Acoustic music on WAER 88.3
FM 2-5pm.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm.
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave.
Aly, 472-5478.

Greater Syracuse Progressive
Coalition Mtg. 5:30 pm. Syracuse
Center for Peace and Social
Justice, 2013 E. Genesee St. Andy
472-5478.

3

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends. Mass. 5pm. St. Andrew’s
Church, 124 Alden St. 636-7726.

10

4
Paper CraneWork Party. 7 pm.
Syracuse Center for Peace and
Social Justice, 2013 E. Genesee
St. Help make paper cranes and
lanterns for Hiroshima Day activities. 472-5478.

11

17

24

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic
for Youth. 5-7:30pm. Loguen Park.
Jessica, 472-5478.
PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:30 pm,
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd.
446-5940. Help line 635-9230.
SUN/Skunk City Neighborhood
Assoc. 6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 1204
S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

29
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. Rt. 20 (Albany St) and
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)

5
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. E. Genesee St. and Erie
Blvd. (Dewitt)
Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Mtg. 6pm, Brady Faith Center, 404
South Ave. Lionel 395-3103. onondagacreek.org

SUN/Southside Coalition, 7pm,
Payton Temple, 476-7475.

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic for
Youth. 5-7:30 pm. Spanish Action
League, 700 Oswego St. Jessica,
472-5478.

SUN/Westside Coalition. 7pm. Brown
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

Greater Syracuse Progressive
Coalition Mtg. 5:30 pm. Syracuse
Center for Peace & Social Justice, 2013 E. Genesee St. Andy
472-5478.

23

19

24
SPC Phonathon. 6-9 pm. Syracuse Cultural Workers Ofﬁce, 401
Lodi St. Dinner provided. Contact
Carol, 472-5478.

Antiwar Activist Picnic. 6:30
pm. Thornden Pk. Amphitheatre.
Come get involved.

SUN/SW Action Committee. 7
pm, Brady Faith. 404 South Ave.
476-7475.

31

30

Syracuse Amnesty International Vigil Against the Death Penalty.
Mtg. 5:30-7pm. Dewitt Library, Columbus Circle, 12-12:30pm, Bill
Rosy George, aisychapter@yahoo. Cuddy, 474-7437.
com
EVERY THURSDAY: Eastside
Neighborhood Farmers’ Market.
Lexington Park, 2-7pm. E. Genesee
and Columbus. Kate 470-4893,
EastsideNFM@gmail.com

6

7

REMEMBER
HIROSHIMA!
Dramatic Procession for a Nuclear Free Future, Gather near
City Hall at 11:30, procession
begins promptly at noon.

SUN/Skunk City Neighborhood
Assoc. 6:30 pm. Mundy Library, 1204
S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

26
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30
pm. NYS Fair Main Entrance.

CNY SOA Abolitionists/Caribbean Latin America Coalition.
Potluck mtg. 4-7 pm. 2013 E.
Genesee St. 2nd ﬂ. 478-4571.

Never
Again
13
20

27

FRI

25

SAT

2620

Syracuse Arts & Crafts Fest. Fri
through Sun. SPC will be located
on Montgomery St. Come visit or
help staff a booth.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,
3pm Hanover Sq. Meal prep at
noon. 728 Westcott St. 218-5481.
Pax Christi. 9:30 am. Slocum
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank
Woolever, 446-1693.

August 1

2

PNL Calendar Deadline. 2013
E. Genesee St., Syr., NY 13202
or pnl@peacecouncil.net

Every Sat.: Peace Outreach:
9-10 am. Regional Market,
Park St.

EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 121pm, Cortland Post Ofﬁce, Main
St., Protest against the war
tt5544@yahoo.com.

8

9

15

16

22

23

Women's Information Center,
Photos by Women Photographers. Donna Reed through
Sept. 12, M-F 9-5 pm. 601 Allen
St. Cindy 478-4636.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
10 pm. TW Ch. 98. People for
Animal Rights.

Floating Lanterns for Peace

on Onondage Creek. 7:30 pm.
Zen Center, 266 W. Seneca Tpk.

14

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. Teall Ave. and Rt. 690
(Eastside)

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic
for Youth. 5-7:30pm. Spanish
Action League, 700 Oswego St.
Jessica, 472-5478.

THURS

SPC Phonathon. 6-9 pm. Syracuse Cultural Workers Ofﬁce, 401
Lodi St. Dinner provided. Contact
Carol, 472-5478.

12
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30
pm. Geddes St. and W. Genesee
St. (Westside)

25
ES
BIK T
NO BS
BOM

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30
pm. Rt. 695 exit ramp to W. Genesee
St. (Fairmount)

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm,
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave.
Aly, 472-5478. Call to conﬁrm.

18

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics & Friends. Mass. 5 pm. St.
Andrew’s Church, 124 Alden St.
636-7726.

22

WED

SPC Steering Committee Mtg.
7-9 pm. Call for location, 4725478.

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drummer Cafe. 6-10pm, 1 Public
Square, Watertown 782-0595.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave.
6-8pm. Free. 478-8634.

21

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

Bands Against Bombs to
beneﬁt SPC, 2-8 pm. Dewittshire Tavern, 3010 Erie Blvd
E. $5-20 sliding scale.

21

SUN/Westside Coalition. 7 pm.
Brown Memorial, 228 Davis St.

TUES

SUN/SW Action Committee. 7 Counter-Recruitment Training. Counter-RecruitmentTraining.
pm, Brady Faith. 400 South Ave. American Friends Service American Friends Service
476-7475.
Comm. Aug 22 & 23. Location Comm. Aug 22 & 23. Location
TBA. Register in advance. Twiggy TBA. Register in advance.Twiggy
SPC at the NYS Fair. 8/21-9/1.
Billue or Chrissie Rizzo, 475-4822 Billue or Chrissie Rizzo, 475-4822
See p. 4 for details.
or cbillue@afsc.org.
or cbillue@afsc.org.

28

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30pm, Bill
Cuddy, 474-7437.
PNL Mailing Party. 4 pm. 2013
E. Genesee St. 472-5478.
Free Pizza!

Boxed Items are Syracuse
Peace Council related events.
Info: peacecouncil.net, 472-5478
or spc@peacecouncil.net.

Syracuse Peace Council

Community Calendar
JULY/AUGUST 2008

2013 E. Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

July 20

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

