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Higher Gas P
rices:
The Failure
of
Free Markets
and
Reaganomics

Madis Senner
It is the failure of free markets and Reaganomics that is driving up the
prices of oil, food and just about everything else. Instead of making
markets efﬁcient, free market policies such as deregulation have made
special interests richer and made the majority of people vulnerable to
market manipulations by speculators and large corporations.
The solution to reducing the price of gas and basic foodstuffs begins
with educating the public about the failure of free market ideologies.
As progressives, we need to show how Reaganomics and free markets
have created the mess in which we now ﬁnd ourselves. We can do this
by pointing out how people spouting off the beneﬁts of Reaganomics
are responsible for higher gas prices, higher food prices, war and other
economic hardships.

Reawakening the Industrial Giant
The progressivism of the New Deal that brought the US to
greatness in the post-World War II period began unraveling in
the 1970s with the advent of free markets. In 1973 President
Nixon abandoned the Bretton Woods Fixed Exchange system
that had regulated trade and exchange rates since 1944. This tied
the determining of exchange rates to the markets and de facto
transferred decision making from government to the markets.
Money, no longer tethered to governments or to gold, was free
to do as it would, and it immediately began setting the tone in
global markets. Our current modern era of hyper-capitalism
was unleashed.
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The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are communitybased, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our
supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make
these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down
the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and
justice is an economic system that places human need above
monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat
of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect
each other. In both, we are committed to nonviolent means
of conﬂict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

SPC’s Birthday Dinner
Saturday, September 20

Make your reservations now for SPC’s 72nd
Birthday Dinner on Saturday, September
20 at St. Andrew the Apostle Church, 124
Alden St. Dinner starts at 6pm and the
program at 7:30.
In addition to a scrumptious vegetarian meal featuring organic local produce,
you’ll have the opportunity to hear Camilo
Mejía discuss “GI Resistance and the
Anti-War Movement.” Camilo was imprisoned in 2004 for his refusal to return
to the Iraq War, which he termed “illegal
and immoral.”
Dinner is limited to 175 people. Cost is
$15-72 (sliding scale) per person, although
no one will be turned away for lack of
ability to pay. To make a reservation, go to
www.peacecouncil.net/bday, send a check
to the ofﬁce or call Joe Marusa at 877-3432.
Please pay by Monday, September 15.
Free childcare is available by reservation
(September 18 deadline).
To help contact Andy.

Iraq war resister Camilo Mejía is the featured
speaker at SPC’s 72nd Birthday Celebration on
September 20.

Books not Bombs

As students gear up to go back to school,
the Military Alternatives Education Project

The August 6 procession created an uncommon and
respectful stillness in downtown Syracuse. Lanterns for
peace graced Onondaga Creek (inset) in the second event
commemorating the nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Photos: Kristin Mosher

has been hitting the books as well. We
participated in a two-day training organized by the American Friends Service
Committee to get up to speed on the latest
military recruitment strategies and tactics
for countering them . During the school
year, we regularly staff tables at local high
schools with information on student rights,
military service and military recruitment
and alternative career options.
To schedule a speaker, informational
table or video showing for your class or
group, or if you are interested in participating in our efforts, contact Jessica.

Hiroshima/Nagasaki
Commemorations

Two inspiring events commemorating
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki were organized by SPC in conjunction with Peace Action, the Syracuse
Solidarity Network and Pax Christi. About

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
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75 people participated in the annual procession through downtown on August 6.
Many hundreds of people stopped in their
tracks to observe the dirge-like drumbeat
and dramatic props and banners. In addition to many longtime participants, three
Fowler High School students joined us after
reading about the event in the Scotsman
and a woman who works downtown came
to participate after watching the procession
in previous years.

continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Crafting a Foreign Policy
for the Next Presidency
Thursday, September 25
7:00 pm
SEIU 1199, 404 Oak St.,
A panel presentation and
discussion featuring Horace
Campbell, Ed Kinane and Diane
Swords.
Free and open to the public.
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SPC in Action / from previous page
The following evening, the Zen Center
was ﬁlled for an interfaith sharing for peace,
involving people from a dozen religious
and spiritual traditions. Afterward, 20 handmade lanterns for peace were launched
on Onondaga Creek. Organizers plan to
make this event into an annual tradition
to complement the procession, which has
occurred for over 25 years.

100 youth around the city, helping them to
ﬁx their bikes. At least 15 bikes were also
salvaged, repaired and given out to youth
who spent at least one afternoon working
at the clinics. Thanks to Northeast Community Center and Spanish Action League
for their support in hosting and promoting
clinics. If you have suggestions or would
like to be involved next year, please contact Jessica.

SPC Annual Garage Sale

This year’s garage sale is Saturday,
September 6 from 10 to 5 (bargains
Sunday 9 to noon) at 401 Scottholm
Blvd., Syracuse. No early birds
please!
Drop off donations on Friday
until 1pm. Items should be in good
condition (no clothes). Call Rae
Kramer (445-2840) to make arrangements for another time if necessary.
Volunteers for Friday prep and the
Saturday sale are needed – contact
Rae or SPC to help.
The Garage Sale is a great Local blues musician Miss E performs at SPC’s Bands
way to recycle stuff you no longer Against Bombs benefit. She was the primary organizer, as
need and ﬁnd items you can use at well as performing at it. Photo: Andy Mager
a bargain, plus you’re helping the
Peace Council.
Bands Against Bombs a

Come and Join the SPC
Study Group

The SPC Study Group has chosen a new
book for this fall – Witness in Palestine:
A Jewish American Woman in the Occupied Territories by Anna Baltzer. We
use a variety of sources including videos,
members’ works, and other interests as
fuel for discussion and reﬂection. Coffee
and tea are provided and often we share
homemade goodies. Meetings are the 2nd
and 4th Mondays of the month from 7-8:30
pm at the Friends Meeting House (821
Euclid Ave.).
The Study Group welcomes all new
members who love to talk or just listen to
interesting discussion. Consider bringing a
friend and a suggestion for our next book!
Contact Aly.

Bikes for Peace

SPC’s summer youth bike program has
completed another season thanks to core
members David Gruzca and Jessica Maxwell
and our newest volunteer Ursula Rozum.
In just six clinics, we worked with over
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Great Success

SPC would like to thank the dozens of
people and businesses who made our July
20 Bands Against Bombs beneﬁt a great
success. Special thanks to Miss E who
initiated and coordinated the event.
We also wish to thank the other performers: Colleen Kattau, Ashley Cox, Chris
Townsend, Ric Brush, Denn Bunger of CDR
and Lisa Henderson and Leo Boylan; the
Dewittshire Tavern for hosting the event;
Sparkytown for food; and the businesses
who donated to the silent auction.
We hope to plan additional music
beneﬁts in the coming months. Contact
Andy to help.

PNL Thanks Lily Galvin

SPC was fortunate to have Syracuse University student Lily Galvin interning with our
newsletter committee this summer. Readers
may recognize her name from a variety of
articles in the summer issue – including
“PEACES” and the page of famous quotes
on revolutions. Lily was energetic, skilled
and creative, ﬁlling in wherever she was
needed, whether it was layout, research or

Weekly Peace Outreach
Take your electoral thoughts to the
street. Neither major party candidate
will really end the war without sustained
grassroots pressure.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
September 2 Rt. 11 (in front of
Northern Lights Plaza, Mattydale)
September 9 Adams St. and Rt. 81
(Downtown)
September 16 Rt. 57 and Vine St.
(Liverpool)
September 23 Seneca Tpk. and S.
Salina St. (Valley)
September 30 Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and
Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius
October 7
James St. and Thompson
Rd. (Northside)

Also every Saturday 9-10 am
in front of the Regional Market
Park St., Syracuse

writing an article. Staff also appreciated
her enthusiastic presence around the ofﬁce.
We’ll miss her and wish Lily well with her
future efforts! SPC offers a wide variety
of student internships. For details: www.
peacecouncil.net/vol/intern.htm.

SPC Garden Party

Great thanks to Michele Feak (right) for offering
to host a Garden/Tea Party at her home as a
fundraiser for SPC. It was so much fun we’d
like to have more Garden Parties next summer.
Anyone else have a garden they’d like to share?
Photo: Carol Baum

August Speakers on Iraq

Two Thursdays in August, Syracuse was
treated to speakers on Iraq, Colonel (Ret.)

continued on page 15

Gas prices / from cover
of monetary policy and in doing so gave
In the 1980s President Reagan ac- enormous power to the Federal Reserve (see
celerated the shift to free markets and the www.jubileeinitiative.org/FederalReserve1.
transfer of power from “we the people” html). Monetary policy uses interest rates
to corporations and the wealthy. In his and money supply to affect the economy
inaugural speech he said, “[G]overnment versus ﬁscal policy that uses taxes to inﬂuis not the solution to our problem... It is ence growth. The problem comes, as it did
time to reawaken this industrial giant, to with the Greenspan Fed, when monetary
get government back within its means, and policy focuses exclusively on keeping into lighten our punitive tax burden.”
ﬂation low to the beneﬁt of wealthy stock
What Reaganomics did was give greater owners versus increasing the money supply
strength to markets and reduce the power to spur growth and create jobs.
of government to govern, regulate and
protect. This made both government and
For sale?
its citizens increasingly vulnerable to
exploitation. It did not take long for the
effects of Reaganomics to be felt. Within
his two terms the US went from being
the world’s largest creditor to becoming
its largest debtor.

Rationale for Free Markets
The idea behind Reaganomics is that
the market is the best arbiter of decisions; the market knows best how to
efﬁciently allocate resources for the
greater good. As Adam Smith said,
“By [man] pursuing his own interest he
frequently promotes that of the society
more effectually than when he really
intends to promote it.”
Reagan claimed that getting rid
of oversight and regulations governing
corporations would lead them to innovate
and expand, beneﬁting the US overall. By
reducing taxes, capital would be freed up
for investment and spur economic growth,
creating jobs and wealth and beneﬁting the
whole of society.

Selfishness and Predatory
Policies
Instead of society beneﬁting from selfinterest and deregulation “we the people”
have been held hostage by special interests
and speculators. With government being
dismantled, corporations found it in their
“self-interest” to buy inﬂuence in Washington so that they could limit competition,
overturn consumer safeguards that hurt their
bottom line, win perks and garner lucrative
contracts with little oversight.
By transferring power to the private
sector the Reagan Administration reduced
the power of ﬁscal policy (taxes) in favor
Madis is an ex-global money manager turned
faith-based activist. He has written for the
NY Times and Barrons and is author of
Japanese Euroderivatives.

Since the 1970s the number of lobbyists
on K Street in Washington has mushroomed
to over 30,000, and the capitol is awash
with special interest money. The only comparable period that comes close according
to ex-Republican strategist Kevin Phillips
was the Gilded Age. It is this, what Phillips
calls plutocracy and rule of money that has
helped precipitate the rising prices of oil
and basic commodities.

“Big Three” AutoMakers: The
Demand Side
In the 1980s General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler, “the Big Three,” decided that
instead of making fuel efﬁcient cars that
would have reduced our foreign dependence and demand for oil, they opted to
maximize proﬁts by pushing Sport Utility
Vehicles (SUVs). SUVs are considered
trucks and are not used in determining an
auto manufacturer’s mandated Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) for its ﬂeet.
Consequently, manufacturers could promote
gas guzzling trucks and SUVs and not worry
about the impact on the CAFE average of
their ﬂeet. Nor did they have to increase
spending on research and development in
creating new fuel-efﬁcient cars. That is

why beginning in the 1980s there was a
big marketing push by the Big Three for
people in the US to buy trucks and SUVs.
They succeeded: by the end of the 1990s
their sales of SUVs and light trucks were
overwhelmingly higher than cars.
The Big Three have consistently lobbied
against increases in federal miles per gallon
standards and higher pollution standards.
The strategic decisions of the Big Three to
focus on currying favor in Washington and
to rely on loopholes to circumvent CAFE
regulations over the last few decades
have contributed to higher gas prices by
not helping reducing our demand.

“Big Oil”: The Supply Side
Big Oil has a long history of money
inﬂuence in Washington. It is widely
reported that within months of taking
ofﬁce Vice President Cheney led a task
force to determine the nation’s oil policy
by enlisting the oil behemoths. In 2006
the Wall Street Journal reported that Big
Oil’s lobbying efforts paid off in the form
of no tax increases and the retention of
incentives. Many believe that the war
in Iraq was about oil.
Big Oil has no incentive to increase
the supply of oil because it would help
reduce prices at the pump and hurt its
bottom line. Democrats have begun pointing
out that a lot of the federal land available for
exploration of natural gas and oil remains
unexplored. Similarly, it has been decades
since the last gas reﬁnery was built.
What is telling about Big Oil is that
the industry’s research and development
(R&D) spending as a percentage of revenues has been consistently in single digits
for over a decade. As the Financial Times
of London noted, “Relative to revenues,
oil companies’ R&D expenditures are
strikingly low.” In April oil executives
balked at Congressional requests to use
part of their windfall proﬁts from higher
oil prices to increase R&D spending on
ﬁnding alternative energy sources and
other measures to reduce our dependence
on foreign oil. Instead they opted to buy
back shares and increase dividends to the
beneﬁt of their shareholders.

Speculators
Nowhere have the effects of removing
what Reagan referred to as the impediments of government been felt more than
in the ﬁnancial markets. The emphasis on

continued on next page
September 2008 Peace Newsletter 5

Gas prices / from previous page
deregulation has been heavily in favor of
corporations and large pools of capital.
Deregulation has spawned new industries
and ﬁnancial products such as derivatives
(ﬁnancial products like options whose
value is based upon the underlying value
of another security such as a stock) which
were nonexistent in the early 1970s and
today are valued over $596 trillion. In the
foreign exchange market alone – where
only currencies are traded – the daily
trading volume is 16 times the amount
of goods and services created daily and
a multiple of that for the goods traded
globally each day. Talk about the tail
wagging the dog. Add privatization,
rampant speculation and new commodity products and you now have a world
where anything and everything is traded.
Arguably it was President Reagan who
accelerated the cross border movement
of capital when he ran the US deep into
the red and eliminated taxes on treasury
bonds to entice foreigners to buy them.
Speculators are why the price of oil has
recently spiked. As the Times of London

noted, it has been speculators that have
been able to do what the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries could
not do – raise the price of oil.
Markets are ﬁckle, but they can sense
blood (opportunity). They have also become
so large that they can themselves drive
prices regardless of the underlying supply
and demand equation. For example, speculators overwhelmed the United Kingdom
in 1992 and forced it to drop the pound’s
link to European currencies, and in 1997
Asian currencies were attacked.
We are told that the story line behind
oil’s recent rise is increased demand from
China and India. No doubt this is true.
More importantly, speculators believe
this, so they have been buying. There has
also been a diversiﬁcation of portfolios to
commodities that has contributed to higher
demand for oil.
Large price increases always draw
in new buyers. There has been a rush of
speculators and others looking for proﬁt.
Corporations dependent upon gas to operate
their businesses have begun to trade oil.
All of this has helped to raise prices, and
in doing so our lives and basic needs have

now been made part of a world casino.

Reducing our Vulnerability
Reaganomics and the push to free markets
has “securitized” our lives and made us
vulnerable to the whims of speculators and
special interests. Reducing the price of oil
and basic foodstuffs is about ending the
cannibalistic push for deregulation.
To bring democracy back to the US and
free ourselves from the chains of special
interests we need to educate people about
the hypocrisy and evils of free markets
and deregulation. We do this by exposing
the conservatives, Reaganites and their
ilk for the mess they put us in. We need
to show all those that have party or group
afﬁliations to Reagan principles for what
they are – a failed parasitic policy.
We must not be swayed by false shortterm delusions of hope such as offshore
drilling. The surge of deregulation and
free markets is what put us in the mess
we are in.
Reaganomics has been an abysmal
failure. Only by addressing the fundamental
causes can we hope to ﬁnd a solution.

Syracuse Eastside Neighborhood
Farmers’ Market
When: Every Thursday, 2pm-7pm (through Oct.)
Where: Loguen Park (formerly Lexington Park at
the intersection of E. Genesee & Columbus)
Come and support your local farmers and
community!
Food Stamps, Farmers’ Market Coupons, Debit/Credit
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Convening of Indigenous Peoples to Heal Mother Earth
Jeanne Shenandoah
This past Spring, delegations of native
peoples from across North America gathered
in the traditional homeland of the Lacandones in Palenque, Mexico to discuss the
health of Mother Earth and solutions to
the environmental health issues affecting
their respective communities. The meeting brought together representatives of the
peoples arbitrarily split by the geopolitical
borders of the United States, Canada and
Mexico. We came from areas that we have
to defend — to prevent the pollution and
desecration of Mother Earth, and advocate
for cleanup and future protection in places
already damaged.

Environmental issues are
Indigenous issues
The vast majority of Superfund sites in the
US impact native lands, communities and
sacred sites. The guidelines for “cleaning
up” these sites do not sufﬁciently address
the cultural differences between native
lifeways and the typical US lifestyle. The
use of and interaction with the natural
world through our food and ceremonies
is a signiﬁcant part of our culture. Pollutants that bioaccumulate in these plants and
animals cause signiﬁcant health problems,
often leaving us with an unthinkable choice
between our own personal health and the
health of our cultures. To have government
regulators make decisions that leave these
toxins in place, or to allow their continued
pollution, is cultural ignorance at best and
genocide at worst.
At the Convening, we sat in a circle
and took turns sharing our stories. Each
day’s speakers shared a theme of one of
the Four Sacred Elements of Life: Earth,
Water, Air, and Fire. Fire ignites and
unites the spirit of humanity. Water is the
life blood of all living things. Air is the
sacred breath of life. Earth is the Mother
Jeanne Shenandoah is a member of the Eel
Clan of the Onondaga Nation, and works
with the Haudenosaunee Environmental Task
Force and the Onondaga Nation Communications Ofﬁce. She spoke at the Convening
of Indigenous Peoples for the Healing of
Mother Earth and the Indigenous Environmental Network’s Protecting Mother Earth
conference this year.

that nurtures us all.
Many people spoke
about how water is being
diverted, polluted and the
resulting birth defects,
miscarriages and illness.
Others spoke about mining,
from the uranium mines
on sacred sites in Arizona
to the tar sands mining
in Alberta that threatens
to destroy a boreal forest
the size of Florida to feed
American consumers’ need
for oil. These operations
have already poisoned the
water, ﬁsh and moose that
the Dene, Cree First Nations,
and Métis depend upon.
Similarly, global climate
change has already severely
impacted Arctic native
peoples as their land melts
around them and migratory
patterns are disrupted.
Jeanne Shenandoah shows her Haudenosaunee passport to fellow
These stories paint a indigenous leaders at the Convening of Indigenous Peoples for the
picture of an ongoing war Healing of Mother Earth.
against Indigenous Peoples
and our lifeways. It did not end with the with the Indigenous peoples concerned…
Clinton-Sullivan campaign or the Trail of in order to obtain their free and informed
Tears, and consumers are unwitting ac- consent prior to the approval of any project
complices. The ﬁrst step to changing this affecting their lands or territories and other
is to listen to and respect what Indigenous resources....”
Peoples are saying on behalf of our comAt the Convening, we not only came
munities and the environment. The second together to listen to each other, greet old
is to take what you’ve learned and do friends and honor and care for Mother Earth
something about it.
through our ceremonies; we developed a
message for the world. The Message of the
All things are connected
Living Spirit of the Convening of IndigThese issues of global signiﬁcance echo lo- enous Peoples for the Healing of Mother
cally, from the pollution of Onondaga Lake, Earth is a call to action for Indigenous
to current threats to the environment, such Peoples and the global community. It calls
as natural gas hydrofracking (high-pressure for adoption of the Declaration on the
injection of water, sand and chemicals to Rights of Indigenous Peoples, respect for
fracture rock), which if allowed will pollute the four sacred elements and Indigenous
groundwater all over with an undisclosed Peoples’ roles and responsibilities in their
mixture of highly mobile carcinogenic and protection. The full text can be found at
www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/environment/
other chemicals.
Our Land Rights Action reasserts our docs/conveningmessage031808.pdf. The
responsibilities as stewards of this land – lo- Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
cal, state and federal governments need to Peoples can be found at www.iwgia.
listen to our knowledge for environmental org/sw248.asp.
Climate change has proved once and
decisions. Article 32 of the Declaration of
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by for all that Western culture’s activities are
the UN in 2007, conﬁrms that nation-states unsustainable. It is time to change that
“shall consult and cooperate in good faith paradigm. Our survival depends on it.

September 2008 Peace Newsletter 7

From Food Rebellions to Food Sovereignty:
Urgent Call to Fix a Broken Food System
Eric Holt-Giménez and Loren
Peabody
Editor’s Note: This piece is continued from
the July/August PNL. Footnotes available
at www.foodﬁrst.org or by calling SPC.

Part II
“Free” Trade: The nail in the
coffin of food security
The spread of Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) and the rise of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) ended any aspirations
to food security the Global South might have
had. The WTO was formed in 1995 for the
global enforcement of market-led economic
development. The WTO’s Agreement on
Agriculture (AoA) restricts government
power to establish agricultural policies. The
WTO’s “disciplines” (areas of enforceable
deregulation) include domestic supports,
export subsidies, market access, tariffs,
and quotas—all the mechanisms needed by
nations to regulate their farming sector and
ensure a stable food supply. The WTO has
a number of obscure rules kept in colored
“boxes” that allow the US and EU to exempt
their subsidies from WTO disciplines. This
dualist system privileges northern grain,
seed and chemical companies seeking to
dominate southern markets.
Similarly, Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) enforce “free” trade agreements
within regional trading blocs. Since their
inception, the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) and the Central
American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA)
have led to the destruction of millions of
rural livelihoods in Latin America, driving
a million people a year to the US in search
of work. For example:
the calculus of northern subsidies
• $1 billion/ day
• EU subsidy/cow ≈ $2 ≈ daily wage
of world’s 3 billion poor
• 6x greater than OECD’s development assistance
• Removal could return more than 5X
Eric Holt-Giménez is the executive director
of FoodFirst/Institute for Food and Development Policy. Loren Peabody is an intern
at Food First.
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all development assistance to 3rd World

Agrofuels: A poor idea, badly
implemented, at the worse
possible time
The renewable fuel targets of the US Energy Acts of 2005 and 2007 mandated the
consumption of 4 billion, 7.5 billion, and
then 36 billion gallons a year of agrofuels.9
This obligatory market—sweetened with
tariffs and subsidies that prop up half of
ethanol’s wholesale market price—has led
to an “agrofuels boom.” Between 2001
and 2007, the amount of corn used in US
ethanol distilleries exploded from 18 million
tons to 81 million tons. In 2007, the jump
in ethanol production more than doubled
the average annual growth in demand for
the world’s grains that took place between
1990 and 2005.10 At this rate, half of the
US corn harvest will be diverted to ethanol
production by the end of 2008. As more
corn is planted, it displaces wheat and
soybeans, increasing their market price.
Since US corn accounts for some 40%
of global production, US agrofuel expansion impacts global markets for all food
grains, and exacerbates food-price inﬂation
worldwide.
The agrofuels boom collapses the food
system with the energy economy. Ever
since the “Green Revolution”, cheap oil
has driven a fuel-intensive industrial food
system. Rising petroleum costs make industrial farming more expensive, and raise
the cost of transporting food the 1200-2000
miles it often travels through the global
food system. At this writing, the price of
oil is a record $120 a gallon. Freight costs
are up 80% since 2006 and fertilizer prices
spiked 150%.11 Now, thanks to agrofuels,
food not only depends on oil, it competes
with fuel.
In addition to food-fuel competition in
the global north, the proliferation of agrofuel
plantations throughout the Global South
is further displacing small-scale farmers.
Since small landholders make up one-half
to two-thirds of the population in southern
countries (and still produce almost half
of the food), the agrofuels boom not only
threatens this sector’s livelihood security, it
reduces their contribution to national food

security. The fuel produced will do nothing
to alleviate the energy crunch in the Global
South either, as agrofuels are primarily for
export to northern countries.
Just how much agrofuels affect food
prices depends on who is talking. President
Bush says it’s responsible for about 15%
of the rise in costs. The US Department
of Agriculture claims 20%.12 The World
Bank asserts that the 60% rise in corn
prices from 2005-07, “is largely because
of the US ethanol program, combined with
market forces.”13 What is clear, is that both
direct and indirect effects of agrofuels on
the food system are global, profound—and
highly destructive.

The Balance of the Agri-foods
Industrial Complex
The expansion of industrial agri-foods
crippled food production in the Global
South and emptied the countryside of
valuable human resources. Today three
companies, Archer Daniels Midland, Cargill, and Bunge control the world’s grain
trade. Chemical giant Monsanto controls
three-ﬁfths of seed production. Unsurprisingly, in the last quarter of 2007, even as
the world food crisis was breaking, Archer
Daniels Midland’s proﬁts jumped 20%,
Monsanto 45%, and Cargill 60%. Recent
speculation with food commodities has
created another dangerous “boom.” After
buying up grains and grain futures, traders are hoarding, withholding stocks and
further inﬂating prices.

Food Sovereignty: Fixing the
Food System to Solve the Food
Crisis
World leaders are scrambling to address
the political fallout from the waves of
protest sweeping the planet. US president
George Bush recently requested $770 million in food aid from Congress. But the
corporate agenda behind the president’s
call became apparent when he then called
on other countries to ease trade barriers on
agriculture and to lift bans on genetically
modiﬁed foods.14
The ofﬁcial prescriptions from the
US, the World Bank and the CGIAR for
solving the world food crisis call for more

be important parts of decreasing
dependency on international markets. In the immediate term, the
World Food Program (WFP) needs
$755 million to close its funding
gap and make emergency food
available. The WFP should buy
as much food locally as possible
from smallholders at fair prices,
then distribute or sell at accessible
prices to people who are too poor
to buy it on the open market. This
avoids “dumping” cheap grains
from abroad and reduces the costs
of relief, allowing more people to
eat. If accompanied with a strong
rural support system of production credit, transport, marketing
and distribution, this will rebuild
local food systems as it extends
relief. Because small landholders
represent 80% of the world’s poor,
this strategy will help most of the
hungry feed themselves and produce
a surplus for others.
Food sovereignty: As demonstrated by this food activist
outside a biotech conference, one of the keys to
stabilizing our food system is reclaiming our local food
sovereignty. Photo: unknown

of the same policies that caused the crisis
in the ﬁrst place: e.g., more free trade and
more Green Revolutions (now read: gene
revolutions). Expecting the institutions
that built the current food system to solve
the food crisis is like asking an arsonist to
put out a forest ﬁre.
To solve the food crisis we need to ﬁx
the food system. That entails re-regulating the market, reducing the oligopolistic
power of the agri-foods corporations,
and re-building agroecologically resilient
peasant and smallholder agriculture. We
need to make food affordable by making
sustainable family farming viable. These
tasks are not mutually exclusive—we
don’t have to wait to ﬁx the food system
before making food affordable or farming
viable. In fact, the three need to work in
concert, complementing each other. Farm
and food advocates are suggesting four
essential steps:

Step 1: Reactivate the peasant
sector in the Global South
Taking agriculture out of the WTO and
re-negotiating Free Trade Agreements to
favor the smallholder-peasant sector will

Step 2: Moratorium on
Agrofuels

United Nations Special Rapporteur
on Hunger, Jean Zeigler has called
for an immediate 5-year Moratorium
on Agrofuels. In both the US and
Europe, campaigns are underway
to roll back the renewable fuels standards
that force consumers to buy agrofuels at the
pump. Joachim von Braun, director general
of the International Food Policy Research
Institute, the policy arm of CGIAR stated,
“Our models analysis suggests that if a
moratorium on biofuels would be issued
in 2008, we could expect a price decline
of maize by about 20% and for wheat by
about 10% in 2009 and 2010.”16 Without
mandatory targets, the agrofuels global house
of cards falls ﬂat. A 5-year Moratorium on
the targets will halt the agrofuels expansion
and give us time to research alternatives
and for an informed public debate on the
future of our food and fuel systems.

Step 3: Rebuild national food
economies
Decades of letting the global market allocate food resources has crippled national
food economies, pitted northern farmers
against southern farmers in a race to the
bottom, and unleashed a “speculative
frenzy” in food commodities. According
to Via Campesina,
“Countries need to set up interven-

tion mechanisms aimed at stabilizing
market prices. In order to achieve this,
import controls with taxes and quotas are
needed to avoid low-priced imports which
undermine domestic production. National
buffer stocks managed by the state have to
be built up to stabilize domestic markets:
in times of surplus, cereals can be taken
from the market to build up the reserve
stocks and in case of shortages, cereals
can be released.”17
An essential step—at home and
abroad—is to re-establish national grain
reserves. The National Family Farm
Coalition (NFFC) claims, “We are just
one drought away from possibly seeing
$10/bushel corn or $20/bushel wheat with
absolutely no plan in place to deal with such
a calamity.” A sign-on letter to Congress
drafted by NFFC and signed by over 30 US
farm and food organizations, states, “The
United States needs to have a long-term
vision for preserving our food security and
food sovereignty – much more than simply
answering agribusiness’s pleas for cheap
commodities. A prudent reserves policy that
stabilizes commodity prices would reduce
controversial farm subsidy payments by
ensuring prices do not collapse....”18

Step 4: Prioritize Agroecology
The International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology (IAASTD)
recently released the results of an exhaustive
four-year international consultation with
over 400 scientists. The IAASTD calls for
an overhaul of agriculture dominated by
multinational companies and governed by
unfair trade rules. The report warns against
relying on genetically engineered “ﬁxes”
for food production and emphasizes the
importance of locally-based, agroecological approaches to farming. The key
advantages—aside from its positive environmental impact—is that while creating a
market surplus, it provides both food and
employment to the world’s poor.19 On a
pound-per-acre basis, these small family
farms have been more productive than
large-scale industrial farms.20 And, they use
less oil, especially if food is traded locally
or sub-regionally. These alternatives, growing throughout the world, are like small
islands of sustainability in increasingly
perilous economic and environmental seas.
As industrialized farming and free trade
regimes fail us, these approaches will be
the keys for building resilience back into
a dysfunctional global food system.
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Syracuse-Area Activist Contacts
This list of active social change groups
in the Greater Syracuse area is far from
complete. For a more detailed list, see the
Stonewall Committee’s CNY Community
Directory. All area codes are “315.”

Peace Council Projects
Bikes 4 Peace

472-5478 Jessica Maxwell, jessica@peacecouncil.net
Coordinates free summer workshops for youth to share bike-ﬁxing
skills and repair donated bikes.

Iraq Organizing Committee

437-7657 Rose Viviano, reallyrosie1@juno.com
To educate and organize opposition to the US occupation of Iraq.

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON)

472-5478 Andy Mager, noon@peacecouncil.net
Promotes understanding of and respect for the Onondaga people,
their history and culture; supports the Onondaga Nation’s Land
Rights Action.

Peace Newsletter Editorial Committee

472-5478 Jessica Maxwell, pnl@peacecouncil.net
Responsible for content and production of the monthly Peace
Newsletter.

Plowshares Craftsfair Committee

445-2840 Rae Kramer
Meets year-round to organize December’s fabulous winter
festival.

SPC Monthly Educational Program

472-5478 SPC ofﬁce, spc@peacecouncil.net
Selects topics and speakers, and arranges for the event.

SPC Study Group

472-5478 Aly Wane, aly@peacecouncil.net
Meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month to read and
discuss books about US foreign policy and history.

Tabling Outreach and Education

472-5478 Carol Baum, carol@peacecouncil.net
SPC has information tables at local and regional events.

Weekly Peace Outreach

478-4571 Ann Tiffany, anntiffany@verizon.net
Stands at busy intersections throughout the Syracuse area with
signs calling for peace.

SPC-involved Coalitions
CNY Bill of Rights Defense Campaign

471-2821 Barrie Gewanter, director@cnyclu.org
Aims to restore civil liberties curtailed by the federal government
since 9-11-01.

CNY Caribbean/Latin America Coalition (CLAC)

478-1592 Paul Weichselbaum, pweichs@juno.com
Current goals: close the US Army’s School of the Americas; maintain
sister community relationships in El Salvador and Colombia; end the
US blockade of Cuba; and support immigrant rights.

CNY Public Power Coalition

412-6578 Thom Dellwo, cnyppc@yahoo.com
Working to bring affordable, renewable energy and more fair and
reliable service to all Central New Yorkers. Currently working to
establish municipal power in Syracuse.

Greater Syracuse Progressive Coalition

472-5478 Andy Mager, andy@peacecouncil.net
Brings together organizations and individuals committed to creating
a more just, sustainable, inclusive and peaceful community.
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Military Alternatives Education Project

472-5478 Jessica Maxwell, jessica@peacecouncil.net
Provides resources about draft registration and military recruitment;
tables in local high schools; provides students with opt-out forms.

Syracuse Center for Peace & Social Justice

701-1580, info@syracusecenter.org
The new home of the Syracuse Peace Council, American Friends
Service Committee, Peace Action, Citizen Action, the Public Power
Coalition and Sustainable Syracuse.

Other Community
Organizations
AIDS Community Resources (ACR)

475-2430 Joe Jenkins
information@aidscommunityresources.com
Provides direct support services to people living with HIV/AIDS
and their signiﬁcant others, as well as a wide variety of prevention
services.

Alliance Network

474-0922 Walt Dixie, alliancenetworkcny@gmail.com
A multi-ethnic public issues advocacy group committed to improving
the quality of life in the Central New York Community, politically,
socio-economically, educationally, and spiritually.

Alliance for Quality Education

435-2480 Tanika Jones, tjones@citizenactionny.org

Alliance of Communities Transforming Syr.

254-6198 Andres Kwon, donak22@gmail.com
A faith-based organization that enables members to ﬁght for social
justice.

Alternatives to Violence Project

585-526-5202 Jill McClellan, mcclellan@frontiernet.net
Three-day experiential workshops in prison and in the community.

American Friends Service Committee

475-4822 Chrissie Rizzo, crizzo@afsc.org
A practical expression of the faith of the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers), committed to the principles of nonviolence and justice.

Amnesty International Local Group #710

Rosy George, aisyrchapter@yahoo.com
Campaigning for those who are suffering injustices through such
activities as letter-writing, tabling, and human rights teach-ins.

Artrage Gallery

Rose Viviano, info@artragegallery.org
Artrageous art for peace and social justice.

Atlantic States Legal Foundation

475-1170 Sam Sage, samuel.sage@aslf.org
Enforces environmental laws, engages in public education, conducts
research and promotes environmental justice for the economically
disadvantaged and people of color.

Beyond Boundaries

478-4571 Aggie Lane, aggielane@verizon.net
Building lasting and just relationships across cultural and class
boundaries.

CANOPY

446-5319 Lee Gechas, leegech@dreamscape.com
A coalition of Syracuse park associations, community garden groups,
and greenspace advocates.

CNY Chapter New York Civil Liberties Union
471-2821 Barrie Gewanter, director@cnyclu.org

CNY Colombia Support Network & Cajibío
Sister Community (afﬁliated with CLAC)
478-4571 Ann Tiffany, anntiffany@verizon.net
To build solidarity between, to learn from each other in areas of organic

agriculture, traditional medicine, and community organizing, and to
help prevent acts of violence in Cajibío by putting an international
spotlight on potential threats.

CNY Council on Occupational Safety & Health

471-6187 x13 Jack Quinlan, cnycosh@cnymail.com
To prevent workplace injuries and illness by providing education,
information, and advocacy.

CNY Labor Federation, AFL-CIO

422-3363 x12 Heather Keegan, heather@cnylabor.org

CNY Labor-Religion Coalition

431-4040 Tim Fay, tfay@nysutmail.org
Mobilizing the religious, labor and wider community to become
effective advocates for worker justice.

Center for Community Alternatives

422-5638 x227 Alan Rosenthal,
arosenthal@communityalternatives.org
To develop effective alternatives to incarceration and to foster a more
responsive juvenile and criminal justice system in order to help youth
and adults live more productive, healthier and safe lives.

Citizen Action of New York

435-2480 Tanika Jones, tjones@citizenactionny.org
We ﬁght for quality affordable health care for all, living wage jobs
with decent beneﬁts, strong investment in public education and afterschool programs, campaign ﬁnance reform, an end to tax breaks for
corporations and the rich, and consumer protections.

Citizen Review Board of Syracuse

448-8750 Felicia Davis
The Board is authorized to address citizen complaints of police
misconduct through investigation, administrative hearings, conciliation and educational programs.

Citizens Awareness Network (CAN)

cancny@nukebusters.org
A grassroots environmental organization working to end the use of
unaffordable and dangerous nuclear power in the Northeast and replace
it with sustainable, reliable and affordable energy generation.

Citizens Campaign for the Environment

472-1339 Sarah Eckel, seckel@citizenscampaign.org
Protecting the environment and working for a healthy community.

Dunbar Association

476-4269 Sharon Jack Williams
Provides comprehensive services to promote successful families,
empower communities, and build racial harmony.

EnviroMail

446-5319 Lee Gechas, leegech@dreamscape.com
Get on the list to receive free emails detailing environmental events
and activities happening in CNY.

Fair Housing Council of CNY

471-0420 Amy Emerson, aemerson@cnyfairhousing.org
To promote equal housing opportunities through education, advocacy,
investigation, and enforcement.

Food Not Bombs

218-5481 Zach Eichten, FoodNotBombsSyracuse@riseup.net
Collects food that would otherwise go to waste to prepare free,
healthy, vegetarian meals for the local community.

Friends of Dorothy Catholic Worker

471-6853 Michael or Nick, nickand.michael@gmail.com
Provides hospitality for people with AIDS.

Gay, Straight and Questioning Youth Group

475-2430 Elizabethe Payne,
epayne@aidscommunityresources.com
Social support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, questioning youth,
and their straight friends.

Immigrant Detainment Taskforce

474-4821 Pat Rector, pat.rector@gmail.com
Project of the Workers Rights Center that supports immigrant rights
and provides assistance to detainees in Central NY.

Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance
472-5119 Pastor Bryant L.Gerald, Sr.

InterFaith Works

449-3552 x102 Jim Wiggins, jwiggins@interfaithworkscny.org
Afﬁrms the dignity of each person and every faith community and
works to create relationships and understanding among us through
education, service and dialogue.

Jail Ministry

424-1877 Melody Holmes, jailministry@gmail.com
Grassroots advocacy for the incarcerated including daily visitation, bail
expedition, and communication with lawyers and family members.

Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation

637-4513 Sally Roesch Wagner, gagefoundation@earthlink.net
Focused on educating people about the life and work of the feminist
Matilda Joslyn Gage.

The Media Unit

478-UNIT Walt Shepperd, roughtimeslive@yahoo.com
Providing hands-on training in performance and production of teen
entertainment with a social conscience. 60 stage performances each
season and a weekly television program, Rough Times Live.

NAACP

672-7085 Preston Fagan, fagan.preston@syr.sysco.com

National Organization for Women, CNY

422-7700 Jessica DeMarzo-Zambrano, 699-8694
To bring women into full participation in the mainstream of US
society.

National Organization for Women, Greater
Syracuse Chapter
682-5810 Amy Doherty, amycobe@aol.com
To promote equality and women’s rights.

New Environment Association

446-8009 Harry Schwarzlander, HS38@mailbox.syr.edu
Working to create an environmentally sustainable future.

New York Public Interest Research Group

476-8381 Francis Clark, fclark@nypirg.org
A student-directed consumer, environmental and government reform
organization established to effect policy reforms while training students
and other New Yorkers to be advocates.

New York State Division of Human Rights
428-4633 Valerie Woods
Working to prevent discrimination.

Northeast Community Center

472-6343 Tom Bazydlo, tbazydlo@snccsyr.org
Working with area residents to provide services and programs to
address the changing needs and interests of the city’s
north/northeast neighborhoods.

Onondaga County/Syracuse
Commission on Human Rts

435-3567 Julius D. Edwards, jedwards@ongov.net
To promote improved human relations, civic peace, intergroup
understanding, and the full acceptance of all persons in all aspects
of community life.

Peace Action of CNY

478-7442 Cecilia Resti, info@peaceactioncny.org
To work toward ending the nuclear weapons era and replacing
militarism and social and economic injustice with systems of
non-violent conﬂict resolution.

People Against the Death Penalty
476-9634 Bill Cuddy

People for Animal Rights

488-7877 Linda A. DeStefano, ldestefano3@twcny.rr.com
Provides speakers, a newsletter, a TV program, demonstrations
and vegan potluck meals to educate about the rights of animals
and protection of the environment.

PFLAG Syracuse

groups and trains students in video production.

Syracuse Animal Rights Organization

546-5108 Amber, info@syracuseanimalrights.com
Opposed to cruelty towards animals, SARO educates the public on
issues related to animals that fall victim to the Farming, Fashion,
Research, and Entertainment Industries.

Syracuse Area Domestic Violence Coal.
425-0818 Elisa Morales, emorales@verahouse.org
Working to end domestic and sexual violence.

Syracuse Community Choir

428-8151 Karen Mihayli, Kmihalyi@a-znet.com
Sings and performs songs that have themes of social justice.

635-9320 Barb Crawford, pﬂagbarb@yahoo.com
Promotes the health and well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender persons, their families and friends through support,
education, advocacy.

Syracuse Coop Federal Credit Union

People’s Environmental Network of NY

474-1132 x 111 Dik Cool, dik@syracuseculturalworkers.com
A national publisher and distributor of progressive products. “Tools
for Change” store located at 400 Lodi Street in Syracuse.

469-5347 Vicki Baker, ennewyork@hotmail.com
Promoting and preserving a clean and healthy environment for all by
supporting and facilitating interactions between existing organizations,
and sharing common environmental and community health goals.

Planned Parenthood

475-5540 x223 Betty DeFazio, bdefazio@pprsr.org

ReConsiDer

422-6231 Nicolas Eyle, info@reconsider.org
Provides a forum for discussing alternatives to the war on drugs and
educates the public about drugs and drug policies.

SAGE/Upstate

478-1923 Kim Dill, kdill@sageupstate.org
Support, social, and educational programs for older lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals, transgender and questioning persons in CNY.

SEIU 1199 Upstate

424-1743 x140 Al Davidoff, maggie.mahoney@1199.org
To improve and expand quality patient care, to protect and improve
the lives of our members and our families, and to work in solidarity
with working people in our communities and around the world.

SOA Abolitionists (afﬁliated with CLAC)

446-2720 Mike Pasquale, mpasqual@twcny.rr.com
Aims to expose and close the US Army’s terrorist training camp, the
School of the Americas.

Sierra Club

488-2140 Martha Loew, mloew@twcny.rr.com
To protect and enjoy our environment for ourselves and future
generations.

Socialist Party

478-0793 Ron Ehrenreich, smashstate@earthlink.net

Southwest Community Center

474-6823
Working with individuals, families and communities to promote health
and well-being through prevention, intervention and education.

Spanish Action League

471-1116 x201 Ron Ehrenreich, christinasauve@syrcoopscu.org
A ﬁnancial services cooperative.

Syracuse Cultural Workers

Syracuse Greens

474-7055 Howie Hawkins, syracusegreens@yahoo.com
Empowering citizens and communities, and working together to
change the way our government operates - to change the quality
of our everyday lives, to build a vision that brings new and lasting
opportunities.

Syracuse-La Estancia Hermanamiento
(Sister Community afﬁliated with CLAC)

446-6099 Shirley Novak, shirleynovak@yahoo.com
To educate CNY on life in El Salvador; to provide ﬁnancial support
and solidarity to the hamlets of La Estancia as they continue to rebuild
after the devastation of the US-ﬁnanced Salvadoran civil war and
struggle against economic globalization and privatization.

Syracuse Real Food Coop

472-1385 Travis Hance, travis@syracuserealfood.coop
Community-owned natural foods store.

Syracuse Solidarity Network

SyracuseSolNet@gmail.com
Autonomous Syracuse anarchists, anti-authoritarians, and community
activists joining together to promote mutual aid and solidarity.

Syracuse United Neighbors

476-7475 Rich Puchalski, sun@sunaction.org
Members ﬁght for better housing, crime-free streets, better city
services and an end to bank redlining in the neighborhoods on the
south, southwest and near west sides of the city.

SU/ESF Student Environmental Action
Coalition (SEAC)
Hannah Gibbons, hmgibbon@syr.edu

SU Social Movements Initiative

443-3822 John Burdick, jsburdic@maxwell.syr.edu

SU Student Peace Action Network (SPAN)
396-5182 Emily Elkin, eaelkin@syr.edu

475-6153 x208 Rita Paniagua, rpaniagua@laligaonline.com
Builds on the rich cultural heritage of the Latino community, advancing its independence and growth through advocacy, counseling,
and education.

Westcott Community Center

Stonewall Committee

478-8634 Steve Susman, steves@westcottcc.org
Building Community One Brick at a Time.

Women Transcending Boundaries

492-1922, ononcomm@verizon.net

476-6226 Bonnie Strunk, bstrunk@twcny.rr.com
An organization that works for gay and lesbian rights.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek

446-1694 Betsy Wiggins or 687-3551 Danya Wellmon,
info@wtb.org
Bringing women of faith together after 9/11.

Syracuse Alliance for a New Economy

Women’s Information Center

Onondaga Nation Communications Ofﬁce
478-4571 Aggie Lane, aggielane@verizon.net
Concerned about and willing to take positive action to protect the
health of the citizens and water resources within the Onondaga
Creek watershed.

422-3363 x11 Mark Spadafore, mark@sanecny.org
Seeks to build a participatory economy through community resource utilization and education to promote and achieve equitable
economic growth.

Pax Christi

Syracuse Alternative Media Network

476-0048 Dick Keough, rkeough@twcny.rr.com
Community members committed to non-violence hold monthly
meetings to pray, study and act for peace with justice.

K-Lynn Ransom 475-4636

Workers’ Rights Center

446-2380 or 474-4821 Pat Rector, pat.rector@gmail.com

852-6190 Tim Brachocki, samn@frontiernet.net
Produces and distributes documentaries and educational videos on
social and political issues; provides production services to community
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CSA shares are currently available for our
Late Summer Program: Sept. 16 - Oct. 28
(sign up deadline is Friday Sept. 12)
Pay one price at the beginning of the season and get weekly
deliveries of delicious, local, fresh-off-the-farm organic
produce from Grindstone Farm of Pulaski, NY and Wyllie Fox
Farm of Cato, NY. The produce includes a wide array of
seasonal vegetables and a limited supply of fruits. Deliveries
are made to “pods” located in Syracuse, Liverpool, Fayetteville,
and Manlius. Think a share will be too much food? Consider
sharing a share with a friend or neighbor!

Visit our website www.csacny.com for sign up
forms or call 422-5383 for more information.
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ME DUELE: Insights from
Migrants and Deportees ON THE BORDER
Julie Norman
“They put me in handcuffs. I’m not a
criminal. Me duele. Me duele.” (It hurts
me, It hurts me).
These words, spoken by a 24 year-old
man deported from the US, express the
disbelief and pain felt by many deportees
after being torn from their families, jobs,
and lives, treated like criminals and sent
back to Mexico. Dropped off on the Santa
Fe bridge in El Paso, Texas, these deportees
walk across the border to Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico to be “welcomed” by coyotes
(smugglers), prostitutes, taxi drivers, and
check cashers.
Since February, I have been living
and volunteering at Casa del Migrante in
Ciudad Juarez. A city shaped by migrants,
60% of the population is from elsewhere
in Mexico. Migrants come to Juarez for
jobs in maquiladoras (large factories often
owned and operated by US companies)
which proliferated on the border under
NAFTA, or with the hope of crossing to
“the other side.” In addition to the more
than 60,000 migrants who come to Juarez
each year, the city receives an average of
300 deportees from the US every day.
Casa del Migrante provides shelter and
care to deportees from the US and migrants
arriving from Central America and Southern
Mexico. A Human Rights Center in the
house documents abuses and defends those
migrants who wish to pursue their cases in
court. Here I have met people who are ﬂeeing violence in El Salvador, who have tried
countless times to cross the border, or who
have lost years of their lives in jail for the
“crime” of entering the US without papers.
The most unifying factor among everyone
I’ve met is their incredible hope that it is
possible to achieve a better standard of living, even if it means crossing all types of
borders. Despite the increased migra (border
patrol) and deportations as well as the dangers of losing life or limb on the “train of
death” that carries people from the south of
Mexico to the north, they still believe there
is a chance of reaching their destination to
Julie is a former member of the PNL editorial committee who volunteers at Casa del
Migrante in Ciudad Juarez.

reunite with family or to
earn the money they need
to support their families and
one day return home. They
are motivated by love for
their families and forced
to leave their homes for
economic reasons. Labeled
illegals, they are treated as
criminals and abused both A view of the Santa Fe bridge that connects Ciudad Juarez, Mexico to
El Paso, Texas. Over 300 deportees are sent back across this bridge
in Mexico and the US. But daily from the US. Photo: Julie Norman
to migrate is not a crime
- it is a human right. Their
I don’t speak Spanish
stories show some of the convoluted sides
Carolina had lived in the US since she was
of the immigration debate.
ﬁve years old. She and her husband went
to an airshow one day. While standing
Why don’t you go north?
Sadie arrived from Honduras three months outside watching planes they were appregnant, thin, dusty, and excitedly asking proached by the police, asked for papers,
about life in the US - the life she hopes and deported. Carolina was sent to Juarez,
to live for a few years in order to support a city she had never seen, in a country
the two children she left in her homeland. she couldn’t remember, where everyone
Although she thought of migrating for many spoke a language she could barely underyears, it wasn’t until she found herself beg- stand. Her situation is not unique - many
ging on the street that she decided to leave. children were brought to the US by their
“I was asking for money for food to feed parents and can’t imagine another country
myself and my children, and a man said to as home. There is very little chance for
them to obtain legal status although they
me, ‘Why don’t you go north?’”
If you had a choice between begging consider the US their country. When they
on the street and crossing a border (albeit are deported, they are lost. Carolina told
“illegally”) into a land where it seems ev- me that they are deporting hundreds of
erything is possible, what would you do? Mexicans every week from Nevada. “They
are cleaning out the state.”
From deportees leaving their families,
I left my life
houses, and jobs in the US, to migrants tryIn the morning, Marcelo went to an immigration ing to cross for the ﬁrst time, to individuals
interview. He is married to a US citizen and denied visas after years of applying, their
has 2 children who are also citizens. Marcelo stories are unﬁnished. Their lives have been
crossed into the US illegally 15 years ago but interrupted, their families split up - but they
has been in the process of obtaining legal status. are still hoping, still searching for a way. They
He paid a $2100 ﬁne for entering illegally, believe that the US can and will change, that
ﬁlled out mountains of paperwork and was someday they will be able to live without
starting the interview process. However, at fear and be reunited with their families. We
his immigration appointment, Marcelo was must join them in their quest, and, just as
informed he was being deported for entering they do, use every means available to us
the country illegally. Since he had paid the within the US to ﬁght for their cause.
ﬁne, he called his lawyer who didn’t answer.
Me duele, as well…until our country can
His lawyer called the detention center the live up to its proclamations of liberty and
following day to be falsely informed that freedom, until our country stops endorsing
“Jesus” had already been deported. Later torture and abuse and starts defending huthat day, Marcello was deported.
man rights, until the “American Dream” is
The law doesn’t permit Marcelo to not reserved only for a select few. Me duele
legally be where he needs to be. “I have to
go back. My wife, my children are there.
continued on page 15 upper left
I left my life.”
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Me Duele / from page 13

SPC in Action / from page 4
Ann Wright and Dr. Dia Alsayednoor. Ann, a US diplomat who
resigned in March, 2003 in opposition to the Iraq war, has been
protesting the occupation ever since. Dia had ﬂed Iraq as a
refugee under Saddam Hussein’s regime, and returned to Iraq
after the US invasion to assist in rebuilding.

End of Summer and the Finances are Better

Migrant workers rest on a bench outside Casa del Migrante in Ciudad
Juarez. Whether they are heading back to reunite with family in the south
of Mexico, looking for work in the factories that line the US-Mexico border,
or hoping to find work “north”, migrant workers define this Mexican city
located just a short walk from El Paso, Texas. Photo: Julie Norman

until we acknowledge that our nation is a nation of immigrants
and migrants - that all of us (except Native Americans) came for
the very same reasons that migrants now cross the border.
Me duele until we proclaim and uphold that no human is illegal, that migration is not a crime and that all people deserve to be
treated with respect. If the laws we create and the artiﬁcial borders
and walls that we build do not permit people to live with dignity,
then people will always ﬁnd a way to transcend them.

Traditionally summer is difﬁcult ﬁnancially for SPC, and this
summer has been especially challenging due in part to our having
to reschedule our Spring Birthday Dinner and also to the time
and energy going into SPC’s move. Since June we’ve sent out
the “Spring” Fund Appeal (raising $3600), held a Phonathon
($2860), and organized beneﬁts (see pieces above). We have
ﬁnancially recovered somewhat, but are still behind where we
were at this time last year.
Special thanks go to the Phonathon volunteers: Ann Tiffany, Dik Cool, Rose Viviano, Aly
Wane, Andy Mager, Pat Carmeli, Brent Bleier,
Wendy Yost, Carmen Viviano-Crafts, Jessica
Maxwell, Stephanie Leeds, Richard Vallejo,
Doug Igelsrud, Nick Cavanaugh, Diane Swords, Carol Baum
and Chris Riley. We spoke with 217 people, and left messages
for an additional 223.
Thanks also to all who have responded to our fundraising
efforts. We know many people don’t like receiving fundraising phone calls, and we tried to make them as interactive and
informative as possible.
For more information on SPC’s ﬁnances, contact Carol.
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Check out the Pan-African
Village and Iroquois Village at
the New York State Fair. August
23-September 3.

7

Syracuse VegFest. 10 am-4 pm.
Thornden Park Ampitheatre. See
ad p. 12.

Sept 1

SUN/Westside Coalition. 7 pm.
Brown Memorial, 228 Davis St.
476-7475.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30
pm. Rt. 11 (in front of Northern
Lights Shopping Center, Mattydale).

Women's Information Center,
Photos by Women Photographers.
Cindy Perrine featured Aug . 8-Sept. Partnership for Onondaga Creek
12. M-F 9-5 pm. 601 Allen St. Cindy Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith Center, 404
South Ave. Lionel 395-3103. ononda478-4636.
gacreek.org.

8
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm.
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave.
Aly, 472-5478.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass. 5 pm. St. Andrew’s SUN/Southside Coalition, 7 pm,
Church, 124 Alden St. 636-7726. Payton Temple, 476-7475.
Local Food Potluck Supper, 6
pm, Friends Meeting House, 821
Euclid Ave. 455-5343.

14

2

15

EVERY SUN: Common Threads, SUN/Westside Coalition. 7 pm.
Acoustic music on WAER 88.3 Brown Memorial, 228 Davis St.
FM 2-5 pm.
476-7475.

9

WED

3

EVERY WED:Open Figure Drawing. 7-10 pm. Westcott Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Fee.
478-8634.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends. Mass. 5 pm. St. Andrew’s
Church, 124 Alden St. 636-7726.

Westcott Street Cultural Fair.
noon-7 pm. Westcott St. between
Dell St. and Victoria Pl.

22
Greater Syracuse Progressive
Coalition Mtg. 5:30 pm. Syracuse
Center for Peace and Social
Justice, 2013 E. Genesee St. Andy
472-5478.
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm,
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave.
Aly, 472-5478. Call to conﬁrm.

28

29

4
CNY SOA Abolitionists/Caribbean Latin America Coalition.
Potluck mtg. 6-8:15 pm. 2013 E.
Genesee St. 2nd ﬂ. 478-4571.
EVERY THURSDAY: Eastside
Neighborhood Farmers’ Market.
Lexington Park, 2-7 pm. E. Genesee
and Columbus. Kate 470-4893,
EastsideNFM@gmail.com

10

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. Adams St. and Rt. 81
(Downtown).

11
SPC Steering Committee Mtg.
7-9 pm. Call for location, 4725478.

SUN/Skunk City Neighborhood
Assoc. 6:30 pm, Mundy Library, 1204
S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

FRI

5

SAT

620

FRI & SAT: Nature, The Body,
The Spirit, the Sacred: Writing SPC Garage Sale. 10-5 pm
Retreat and Workshop for Women (bargains Sun. 9-noon). 401
w/ Rachel Guido deVries author Scottholm Blvd. See p. 3.
of Tender Warriors, 6-10 pm. Writing Retreat for Women w/
Spirituality and Nature Center, Rachel Guido deVries continues,
Alverna Heights, Fayetteville. 8-4 pm. See Sept. 5.
Rachel guiodogirl@aol.com,
655-8020.
EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/ Amy Goodman.Time Warner
Cable Ch. 98, 9-11 am.

13

12

Women's Information Center, Every Sat.: Peace Outreach:
Photos by Women Photogra9-10 am. Regional Market,
phers. Renee Noelle Felice's
Park St.
photo exhibit through Oct. 10,
M-F 9-5 pm. 601 Allen St. Cindy EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 12-1
478-4636. www.womensinfon- pm, Cortland Post Ofﬁce, Main
etwork.net
St., Protest against the war
tt5544@yahoo.com.
EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
10 pm. TW Ch. 98. People for
Animal Rights.

16
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. Rt. 57 and Vine St.
(Liverpool).

17

18

SUN/Skunk City Neighborhood SUN/SW Action Committee. 7
Assoc. 6:30 pm. Mundy Library, pm, Brady Faith. 404 South Ave.
1204 S. Geddes St. 476-7475.
476-7475.

PNL Calendar Deadline. 2013
E. Genesee St., Syr., NY 13202
or pnl@peacecouncil.net.

21

THURS

19

20

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drummer Cafe, 6-10 pm. 1 Public
Square, Watertown. 782-0595.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave.
6-8 pm. Free. 478-8634.

23

24

25

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30 Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt
SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM
pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina Dinner. 5:30-7 pm. St. Vincent's
Parish Ctr - enter on Winton St. Crafting a Progressive ForSt. (Valley).
friendsofdorothy@ twcny.rr.com. eign Policy for the Next
Donation.
Presidency. Panel presentation
PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:30 pm.
and discussion. 7 pm. New
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. Syracuse Amnesty International
Location: SEIU 1199, 404 Oak
5:30-7
pm.
Dewitt
Library,
Rosy
Mtg.
446-5940. Help line 635-9230.
St. Andy 472-5478. Free.
George, aisychapter@yahoo.com
Syracuse University Lecture Series: "The Making, and Unmaking,
Vigil Against the Death Penalty.
of a Boy Soldier", Ishmael Beah.
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill
7:30 pm. Hendricks Chapel, SU
Cuddy, 474-7437.
campus. See ad p. 14.

30
Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:455:30 pm. Rt. 257 (Fayette St.)
and Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.)
Manlius.
Boxed Items are Syracuse
Peace Council related events. Info:
peacecouncil.net, 472-5478 or
spc@peacecouncil.net.

Oct 1

Choir Call for Syracuse Community Choir: First rehearsal of
the season. 7 pm, Westcott Comm.
Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Lauren
Caruso 601-4145.

2
PNL Mailing Party. 4 pm. 2013
E. Genesee St. 472-5478.
Free Pizza!

Save the Date! Oct 4: SOAW/Ft. Benning Orientation. Noon-6 pm.
Syr. Center for Peace & Social Justice. Rae, 445-2840.
Beneﬁt Concert to support Colombia Solidarity Work - featuring
Colleen Kattau. 7:30 pm. Spa at 500, 500 W. Onondaga St.

26

"What do I Know About War?"
ArtRage Beneﬁt. 7 pm dessert
& coffee. 8 pm performance.
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.
$15 advance/$20 door. Reservations - info@artragegallery.org
(subscribers see ﬂyer).

SPC’s Birthday
Dinner
Featuring CAMILO MEJÍA,
Iraqi war resister. 6 pm dinner,
7:30 pm program. St. Andrew
the Apostle Church, 124 Alden
St. Reservations required, Joe
315-877-3432. Fee on sliding
scale. See p. 3.

27

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

EVERY SUN: People's 60
minutes. Time Warner Cable
Channel 98. 8 pm. Produced
by SPC. Tape it, Share it!

TUES

Pax Christi. 9:30 am. Slocum
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank
Woolever, 446-1693.
EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,
3 pm Hanover Sq. Noon Meal
prep at noon. 728 Westcott St.
218-5481.
"What do I Know About War?"
See Sept. 26 entry.
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