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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is
an antiwar/social justice organization. We are communitybased, autonomous and funded by the contributions of our
supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make
these connections clear. We initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down
the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and
justice is an economic system that places human need above
monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat
of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect
each other. In both, we are committed to nonviolent means
of conﬂict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

Don’t Miss the 38th
Plowshares Craftsfair

Native American craftsperson and flutist Roy
Peters demonstrates the use of his handmade
instruments. This year’s festival features over
120 craftspeople and food from The Mission
Restaurant. Photo: Tammy Crandall

Join us for our 38th annual celebration of
art, craft and winter peace fellowship. With
more than 120 crafts and community group
booths, Plowshares is your opportunity to
support the non-corporate economy while
satisfying the shopping/giving urges of the
season. Enjoy tasty food, diverse entertainment, seeing old friends and making new
ones. We hope to see you on Saturday,
December 6 from 10-5, and Sunday,
December 7 from 11-5 at Nottingham
High School on E. Genesee St. in Syracuse.
Bring a friend who’s never been and have
the joy of turning someone on to the most
interesting craftsfair in Central New York
(carpool, or weather permitting come by
ski or sled.)
-Rae Kramer

SPC Responds
to Economic Crisis

On October 19, about 60 community members came together to discuss the recent

economic crisis. A panel of ﬁve experts
answered questions and provided insights.
We discussed the origins of the crisis, how
the government was responding (i.e. the
bailout) and what we can do in response.
Some ideas were to generally develop
our local economy, organize for national
change, create green jobs, develop a local
alternative currency and pool our money
together to invest in our communities.
On Monday, November 17 at 7 pm
SPC will host a follow-up meeting at Art
Rage (505 Hawley Ave.). All are welcome.
We will discuss in further detail concrete
projects that we can undertake as a community. If you have a project idea, please
contact SPC before the meeting.
-Nick Cavanaugh

SPC Meets Ahmadinejad in
the Grand Hyatt Ballroom

Iranian President Ahmadinejad was in New
York City in September for the opening
of the current United Nations sessions.
The US Fellowship of Reconciliation
(FOR) arranged a meeting with activists
representing peace and justice groups from
around the country. In the last few years
FOR has led several “citizen diplomacy”
delegations to Iran.
The two-hour session, ﬁnanced by the
Iranian UN Mission, was held on September
24 in the Grand Hyatt Hotel ballroom in
midtown Manhattan. Earphones provided
simultaneous translation.
Ed Kinane, representing SPC, attended
– along with about 150 others. Ed and dozens of US activists had submitted written
questions beforehand. Ahmadinejad spoke
for about an hour, responding to some of
the questions, and holding forth on the
“roots of war.”
His remarks, delivered in Farsi, were
diplomatic and at times seemed platitudinous.
The event was mutually respectful. Ed’s
question to the President related to Iran’s
nuclear and renewable energy policy. It can
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be read at www.peacecouncil.net/pnl/CurrentPNL.html.

Debate This

With the economy in crisis, the Iraq and
Afghanistan occupations largely disappeared
from the media in the run up to the elections. SPC’s Iraq Organizing Committee
brought the war to the local Congressional
debates. Outside both the healthcare and
education forums, we held signs that compared Syracuse tax money spent on the war
(over $260 million) with the alternatives
– salaries for over 3,000 elementary school
teachers for a year, healthcare for almost
50,000 people for one year, or over 40,000
university scholarships for one year. The
Post-Standard printed an article featuring
some of the numbers we cited. We also
engaged in street theater outside the debate
hosted by 40 Below at Syracuse Stage and
passed out leaﬂets. The Iraq Organizing
Committee continues to work to end the
US occupation. We welcome new members.
Contact Jessica or Carol.

continued on next page

SPC WISHLIST
manual paper cutter
paper folder (ideally able to fold up
to 11” x 17” paper)
• colored copy paper
• Peace Newsletter mailing party
coordinator (6 hours/month)
• sturdy card tables
• black (or other dark solid color)
tablecloths
• portable dvd player or used laptop
computer (Pentium 4+)
• people available to run errands during the day
• literature display racks
• $$ to purchase one of the items on
the list
• people to join one of SPC’s committees (IT, ﬁnance, Iraq, outreach,
PNL, etc.)
To donate an item or your time, contact
the SPC ofﬁce.
•
•
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SPC in Action / from previous page

Activist Appreciation:
Richard Vallejo

to the main documentary it also features
longer excerpts from eight of the many
interviews conducted as part of the work.
(Full transcripts for all interviews are
available at: www.peacecouncil.net/historyvideo.)
Come to the screening at SPC’s
December Monthly Program on Friday,
December 12 at 7 pm at ArtRage Gallery,
505 Hawley Ave.
The video provides an energetic look at
SPC’s history and current work and features
music by Colleen Kattau, Charlie King,
Pat Humphries, Sweet Honey in the Rock,
Jackson Browne and Jolie Rickman. The
DVD is available for only $12 at the SPC
ofﬁce or at Plowshares (by mail add $3 for
shipping). Check the website to see when
it will air on the Peoples’ 60 Minutes.

Blessed are the
Peacemakers

Richard Vallejo drums in the middle of Salina St.
as part of SPC’s direct action marking the fifth
anniversary of the Iraq War. Richard, along with
Herm Bieling (to his left) were among 22 people
arrested. Photo: Michael Greenlar

Some people seem to be everywhere. Rich
Vallejo is one of those people. From advocating for immigrant rights with the Detainment
Task Force to supporting the Partnership
for Onondaga Creek, serving on the Peace
Council steering committee and working as
a core member of the Military Alternatives
Education Project, Rich is always working on
multiple projects for several different groups.
What’s even more amazing is that he manages to be reliable, creative and enthusiastic
while contributing a wide range of skills.
He coordinated the website for the massive
September 29, 2007 antiwar demonstration
in Syracuse, staffs monthly MAEP tables at
local high schools to educate students on
military service, is currently working with
SPC staff to draft a position on immigration
and participates regularly in marches and
actions. Thanks, Rich.

SPC Video
Ready for Primetime

After a long delay, SPC’s video Educate,
Agitate, Organize: The Syracuse Peace
Council is ﬁnally completed. In addition

Weekly Peace Outreach
Take a few moments during lunch
to keep the pressure on Presidentelect Obama to end the wars now!

Tuesdays: noon - 12:45 pm
November 18 Rt. 11, Northern
Lts. Shopping Center (Mattydale)
November 25 Adams St. and Rt.
81 (Downtown)
December 2 Rt. 57 and Vine St.
(Liverpool)
December 9 Seneca Tpk. and S.
Salina St. (Valley)
December 16 Rt. 257 and Rt. 173/
E. Seneca Tpk. (Manlius)
December 23 James St. and
Thompson Rd. (Northside)
December 30 S. Salina St. and E.
Colvin St. (Southside)

St. Andrew’s Church has long supported
a wide variety of community efforts for
peace and social justice. From food
pantries to plowshares actions, they
have put their faith into action. So, it’s
no surprise that SPC and St. Andrew’s
have had a mutually supportive relationship. For years, the church graciously
hosted SPC’s birthday dinner.
Unfortunately, St. Andrew’s Church
is slated to close soon. SPC was honored
to attend a recent celebration of St.
Andrew’s commitment to peace work.
Staffers Andy Mager and Jessica Maxwell
brought antiwar signs, literature and a
banner to present as part of the event. LaOnf (which means “No Violence” in Arabic) is a
Many thanks to the St. Andrew’s com- network of over 100 Iraqi civil society organizations,
munity for inviting us to participate and representing people from all ethnic and religious
groups. It works to promote nonviolence as “the
for its ongoing work for peace.

most effectve way to struggle for an independent,
democratic, and peaceful Iraq.” To support LaOnf’s
Fantastic Fundraiser at Third Annual Week of Nonviolence SPC sent in this
photo, to join other photos of support at www.flickr.
Syracuse Stage
com/photos/laonfsolidarity. To learn more about
SPC recently sponsored a performance LaOnf, see www.laonf.net. Photo: Rick McDowell

of the Syracuse Stage production of
Tales from the Salt City, a powerfully
moving exploration of the Syracuse area’s
rich diversity. The reception afterwards
was lively and well attended, with several
cast members joining us. Not only was
it a theatrical treat, but SPC also made
about $500!
Thanks to organizers Barb Kobritz,
Carol Baum, Andy Mager, Linda Perla,
and Tracy White (Syracuse Stage). Also,
thanks to the businesses and individuals
who provided the food for the reception:
Fins and Tails, Madelaine Greacen, Sue
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Lyons, Second Story Books, Sparkytown,
Sugar Pearl, Marie Summerwood and the
Syracuse Real Food Coop.

Public Power Victory!

On Monday, November 3, the Syracuse
Common Council voted unanimously to
approve an agreement with SourceOne
to immediately begin a feasibility study

continued on bottom of page 15

THE ELECTIONS ARE OVER: NOW WHAT?
A Syracuse Peace Council Statement

November 2008
Okay. We can take a deep
breath. Exhale. Close our
eyes and even smile…for a
few minutes. Many people
worked long and hard to
achieve this moment. While
we applaud the end of the
Bush dynasty, it’s clear that
the US Empire lives on.
With eyes wide open we
need to face the reality that
this election, even with its
favorable outcome, signals the
need for an even greater effort
to force a signiﬁcant change
in our governmental policies.
The Syracuse Peace Council
believes that voting can never
be the primary vehicle for
social change. We shouldn’t
make the mistake of thinking that the most important
political moment in our lives
occurs in the voting booth.
Suggesting that it is buys
into the mythology designed
to disempower us and force
us to accept limited progress
toward peace, social justice
and genuine democracy.
Our current economic
and social system relegates too many to
the electoral sidelines. We need to demand
more of ourselves and of those who claim
to represent us.
This is particularly important now
that we have a President who claims to
be “on our side.” The election of an African-American President is historic. This
is a sign of progress, but it is as limited as
the two-party system itself. The Syracuse
Peace Council believes that democracy
means much more than occasional voting,
particularly when our political system is
stacked so heavily in favor of powerful
corporations and the wealthy.
The multiple crises facing this country,
and the world, cannot be adequately addressed within the conventional political,
economic, or social systems. Conventional
political wisdom – Democrat and Republican, liberal and conservative – is deeply

Graphic:
theUnknown
quest for global corporate domination.

rooted in the denial of the severity of the
crises we face and hostile to institutional
change. For example, we cannot forget that
in 2006, US citizens elected a Democratic
Congress on their promise to end the war
in Iraq. They did not end the war, and
Obama’s current call to transfer US combat
troops from Iraq to Afghanistan will not
end either occupation.
We strongly encourage those who
fought hard for Obama’s election to maintain
that energy and determination to actively
work for real change in our communities.
It is up to us, people at the grassroots, to
make it happen.
We call on President Obama to renounce
the Executive powers so abused by the
Bush administration and to restore our civil
liberties by pushing a repeal of the Patriot
Act. We call on him to stop allowing US
soldiers or “private” armies to be used in

Obama declared himself to
be an agent of change and
cutting the military budget is
key to our ability to ﬁnance
necessary reforms. These are
high priorities on the long
“to do” list left in the wake
of eight years of disastrous
Bush-Cheney policy.
We also call on our newly
elected Representative, Dan
Maffei, to hold a series of
town meetings before taking
ofﬁce. He needs to hear from
all of us. While we have appreciated his appearance at
Peace Council events in recent
years, we must press him to
ensure that he represents our
concerns.
What’s crucial today, and
what we encourage everyone
to take seriously, is the longterm project of preparing for
the dramatically different
world that is on the horizon
– a world in which an already
unconscionable inequality
will expand; a world facing
ecological collapse; a world
in which existing institutions
will likely prove useless in
helping us restructure our lives; a world in
which we will need to empower ourselves
by working together to develop the basic
skills for sustaining ourselves and our
communities.
Creating peace and social justice,
establishing true democracy and building a fair economic system require many
different kinds of actions, from voting to
nonviolent direct action, from workplace
organizing to consumer boycotts, from
marches and demonstrations to vigils
and civil disobedience, from protesting
to creating alternatives.
Voting is just the beginning. Using
your time and energy to advance progressive policies on issues is more important.
Continuing to talk about the radical change
necessary to build a different world is more
important. Your voice is more important.
Use it. Act.
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The Middle East Oil War:
Briefing the President-elect
Ed Kinane
Author’s note: this article was adapted
from my notes for a presentation at SPC’s
September monthly program on creating
a new foreign policy.
Dear Senator Obama:
During your campaign you showed little
grasp of Middle Eastern realities. No doubt
you understood that exposing those realities
could mean forfeiting the election. Such
frankness would have
antagonized the power
structure doing its best
to mystify the reasons for
the US military virtually
occupying the region.
Recall your predecessor’s determination to block
a thorough investigation of
9/11. Recall the Neo-cons’
sly equating of Saddam
with 9/11. Witness the
cascade of other lies that
led to the 2003 invasion of
Iraq. Witness the parallel
demonization of Iran. Note
the war on dissent disguised
as a “war on terrorism”
here at home.
Further, note the proIsrael tilt in US media, foreign policy,
party platforms, and military aid. Note the
marginalization of the Palestinian people
and of their struggle for justice and against
apartheid.
You’ve surely noticed that much of the
world’s oil supply lies under Islamic lands
– hence the persistent equating of Muslims
with “terrorists” (a word invariably and
conveniently left undeﬁned).Your advisors
have by now taught you that US “interests”
(another word invariably undeﬁned) relate
primarily to OIL. “Interests” is code for
the US cornering Middle East oil reserves
in order to dominate the world economy.
This also entails controlling the pipelines
and shipping lanes needed to bring the oil
Since reading the Club of Rome’s Limits to
Growth in the early seventies, Ed has used
cars sparingly. He has never owned one.

home where we think it belongs.
Thanks to the longstanding greed of
US oil and automobile companies, the
US is morbidly addicted to oil. Consumer
self-indulgence also fosters such addiction. Either we are on the brink of “peak
oil” or we are already past it. Unless we
switch to renewable energy, the industrial
world may well tank within the lifetime of
your children. Your predecessor failed to
understand – or care – that our children
will have to live in the toxic and depleted
world we bequeath them.

Graphic: Eric Verlo

With the next – and subsequent – generations in mind, here are several core goals
for your presidency:
1. eliminate US dependence on foreign oil
and other dirty energy sources – oil,
coal and nuclear.
2. comply with the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and international law;
abolish US nuclear weapons and do so
hand in hand with working to abolish
nuclear weapons throughout the Middle
East…and beyond.
3. repeal the Patriot Acts; abolish torture
and extraordinary rendition; close
Guantanamo while providing habeus
corpus and other civilian due process to
its inmates; release the so-called “terrorists” like Syracuse’s Dr. Raﬁl Dhaﬁr.
4. outlaw Blackwater-type mercenaries;
prosecute US war crimes and do so all
the way up the chain of command.

6 Peace Newsletter November-December 2008

Palestine/Israel
Besides Iraq and Afghanistan there are
other theaters of the Middle East Oil War.
Given PNL space limitations, here I’ll only
touch on two – Israel and Iran.
The US, using billions of dollars of
military aid, has in effect converted Israel
into a military base – a strategic enclave
(or “green zone”) artiﬁcially wedged into
the Islamic world. Israel has one of the
most powerful and aggressive military
machines on the planet. Its neighbors see
that machine as an existential threat.
In the March ’87 Peace
Newsletter I compared
Israel with its (then) ally,
white-controlled South Africa. I observed that Israel
was likewise an apartheid
settler state. Since then
Israel has kept expanding
its settlements and consolidating its apartheid.
In your campaign you
echoed the boilerplate of
US politicians fearful of
the make-or-break power
of the Israel lobby. My
hope is that as President
you will feel more empowered than you did as
a candidate to do the right
thing by the Palestinians whose land the
Israelis systematically conﬁscate.
As long as Israel maintains apartheid and
as long as it maintains its nuclear arsenal,
you must cut off military aid. Otherwise
there is little chance of reining in Israel’s
expansionism or of achieving an enduring
peace in the Middle East.

Iran
I’m no expert on the complex and remarkable land of Iran. Most US policy makers,
politicians, generals, and US Americans
know even less about Iran. It’s a country
that – unlike certain others – hasn’t invaded
another country in centuries.
The 1979 Islamic Revolution with
its overthrow of the Shah, was a pivotal
year in US/Iran relations. But Iranians also

continued on page 8

Winter Reading Suggestions
compiled by Marilyn Smith
In the stacks at your public library, you will discover titles that
explore peace through memoir, biography, politics, history,
ecology, and spirituality. You’ll ﬁnd books and DVDs to read or
view alone, to share with your children, or to discuss with your
friends. Visit your library to be informed, to be entertained, to
be inspired--check it out!
Below is a sampling of recent releases available from the
Onondaga County Public Library. You can request these titles
and others from your local library by phone, in person, or on
the web (www.onlib.org).

The Anti-War Quote Book

Editor: Eric Groves, Sr. Quirk
Books, 2008. 176 pp.
This book contains the collected
wisdom of men and women from
diverse cultures and eras, who have
spoken out against war. It is divided
into the following categories: War,
History, Empires, Power, Money,
Leadership, Propaganda, Enemies,
Violence, Nukes, Soldiers, Revenge,
Hatred, Children, Women, Brotherhood, Peace, Love, and Activism.
The format is bold, with colorful pages and a variety of fonts,
interspersed with graphics of peace rallies and protest posters.

Collateral Damage: America’s War Against
Iraqi Civilians

Chris Hedges and Laila Al-Arian.
Nation Books, 2008. 160 pp.
Pulitzer-Prize winner Hedges and
journalist Al-Arian present the results
of a special investigation into the impact of the war on Iraqi civilians. Over
seven months in 2006 and 2007, they
interviewed 50 combat veterans. In the
introduction, the authors eloquently
describe the dissonance between the
public perception of the war and the
reality: “The politicians still speak in
the abstract terms of glory, honor, and
heroism, in the necessity of improving
the world, in lofty phrases of political and
spiritual renewal….These veterans give
us a true narrative of the war—one that exposes the vast enterprise
of industrial slaughter unleashed in Iraq. They expose the lie.” For
more information, visit www.collateraldamageiraq.com.

My Guantanamo Diary: The Detainees and
the Stories They Told Me

Mahvish Rukhsana Khan. Public Affairs, 2008. 320 pp.
The author, a US lawyer born to immigrant Afghan parents,

served as an interpreter for Afghan detainees in Guantanamo.
The narrative includes the stories Khan heard from the prisoners, as well as her personal experiences inside the prison. An
excerpt from the last chapter reads: “The scores of prisoners I
met are largely invisible to the world outside the camp. They’re
nameless, faceless entities, cataloged and referred to by serial
number as a way of dehumanizing them….It’s easy to mistreat
something called No. 1154….It’s harder to dole out such abuse
when No. 1154 retains its identity.…” Khan introduces us to
many of these men, and she gives voice to the stories that the
prisoners themselves have never been able to tell. For more
information, go to www.mahvishkhan.com.

We Who Dared to Say No to War: American
Antiwar Writing from 1812 to Now.

Editors: Murray Polner and Thomas E. Woods, Jr. Basic
Books, 2008. 368 pp.
This collection of writings and speeches
by those who have opposed our
government’s addiction to war reveals
the breadth and diversity of the US
antiwar tradition. The selections are
organized chronologically, proceeding
from the War of 1812 to Iraq and the
war on terror. Among the contributors
are those you might expect, a few that
will surprise you, and some that you
may have never heard of; they include
John Quincy Adams, Julia Ward Howe,
Stephen Crane, William Jennings
Bryan, Randolph Bourne, Helen Keller,
George McGovern, Philip and Daniel Berrigan, Country Joe &
the Fish, Andrew Bacevich, Pat Buchanan, Howard Zinn, and
many more. A list of antiwar ﬁlms and an extensive bibliography
are also included.

The World We Have: A Buddhist Approach to
Peace and Ecology

Thich Nhat Hanh. Parallax Press, 2008. 110 pp.
Buddhist monk, poet, scholar, and human rights advocate,
Thich Nhat Hahn writes thoughtfully about the spirituality of
environmentalism. He talks about the interconnectedness and
impermanence of all things, and the importance of walking
mindfully on the Earth. In a chapter on nature and nonviolence
he writes, “To bring about peace within the human family, we
must work for harmonious coexistence….To practice mindfulness
and look deeply into the nature of things is to discover their true
nature, the nature of interbeing….With this understanding, we
can easily sustain the work of loving and caring for the Earth and
each other for a long time.” The ﬁnal section contains practices
for mindful living, including an Earth peace treaty commitment
sheet. Visit www.plumvillage.org to learn more.
continued on page 15
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Oil Wars / from page 6
recall 1953 when the CIA toppled Iran’s
democratically-elected prime minister Mohammed Mossadegh, replacing him with
the profoundly undemocratic Shah.
Few here seem to realize that President
Ahmadinejad – despite the buzz about him
in the mainstream press – is neither Iran’s
most powerful leader nor its commanderin-chief. Such ignorance of a country with
one of the world’s largest reserves of oil
and gas can get us – and you – into a heap
of trouble.
Cheney/Bush have vigorously opposed
the development of Iran’s nuclear industry. Their menacing words and bellicose
actions embody the hubris and double
standard of the US telling another nation
what its nuclear policies should be.
After all, the US is one of the world’s
major exporters of nuclear technology.
It’s the world’s major nuclear weapons
power and a major booster of various
other nuclear powers. It’s the world’s only
perpetrator of nuclear holocaust. Such
nuclearism substantiates Martin Luther
King’s comment that the US is the world’s
greatest purveyor of violence.
Why, with its vast oil reserves, does

Iran seek to develop nuclear power? Given
“peak oil” such reserves are likely to peter
out within decades. Apart from prestige and
deterrence, Iran seeks to develop nuclear
energy because it dares not keep all of its
energy eggs in one basket. Few here realize that due to US-championed sanctions,
Iran’s oil reﬁning capability is stunted – thus
Gra

ph

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21 * 3-8PM
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 * 10AM-5PM
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 * 10AM-3PM
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Lorraine Markley
Barbara Mihalas
Linda Lee Miller
Jennifer Newman
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forcing Iran to import gasoline.
In September a group of peace and

MAY MEMORIAL UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY
3800 EAST GENESEE STREET * SYRACUSE, NY

BlueTree Studio
Butternut Pottery
Sue Canizares
Peter Haggart
Gene Harmon

ic:

Ginny Spina
Dana Blythe Stenson
Syracuse Soapworks
Shauna Walsh

$3 Entrance Fee * Free Parking
BASKETS CERAMICS CHOCOLATES FIBER ARTS GLASS JEWELRY PAPERCRAFTS SOAP WOOD CRAFTS

8 Peace Newsletter November-December 2008

justice activists met with Iranian leaders
who were in New York for the opening of
the current United Nations session. President
Ahmadinejad told us that Iran spends three
times as much on developing renewable
energy as on nuclear energy. I don’t know
if that’s true, but I hope it could be true for
both the US and Iran.
So, Mr. President-elect, how must
you treat Iran?
With respect.
End the sanctions. Stop the demonizing. Stop the menacing. Pull back the
destroyers and the cruise missiles. Stop
violating Iran’s sovereignty with clandestine and provocative inﬁltrations of
US Special Forces.
Negotiate in good faith. And again,
focus on abolishing nuclear weapons
both here at home and in the world at
large. That just might abort any Iranian
drive to join the nuclear club.
Given the current ﬁnancial collapse and
given your predecessor’s eight year-long credibility collapse, the days of the US imperium
are numbered. Your foreign policy priority
should be to put US unilateralism behind us
and restore our honor – and security – by
rejoining the community of nations.

Artist: Meek

apostles arguing
that government
must not be allowed to strictly
regulate the ﬁnancial industry.
That’s not to
say that stringent
rules are now a
given. Congressional hearings on
ﬁnancial regulations are scheduled to be held
before and after
the November
2008 elections,
but there’s no
guarantee signiﬁcant reforms will be
passed. Lobbyists for major banks and
credit card companies are still major
players in Washington, DC and skilled at
blocking reforms.
Next we found out that the national
media’s view of ﬁnancial institutions
is fairly narrow. There were dozens of
reports about the troubled state of Wall
Street investment ﬁrms and banks. In the
meantime, thousands of credit unions and
small community banks across the country
continued to operate as they always have.
They made prudent loans, refused to invest
in mortgage-backed securities, and didn’t
need a bailout. They received scant media
coverage.
We discovered that US Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson is a man with a
small circle of friends. When asked about
homeowners facing foreclosure, he said
the government response should be very
limited, indicating that people who take
ﬁnancial risks should suffer the consequences. Just weeks later, he initiated a
series of moves including the $700 billion
package for banks.
What’s at stake here is much more
than one ofﬁcial’s hypocrisy. It’s currently
estimated that one out of six homeowners is having trouble making mortgage
payments. This is a recipe for economic
disruption and social chaos, with urban
and suburban communities dealing with
a slew of vacant houses and declining
property tax revenues.

Bailout or $ellout?
Carl Mellor
At the height of the housing bubble, subprime
mortgages ﬂew out the door at a dizzying
pace. Independent mortgage companies,
operating under minimal regulations, took
the lead in pumping out loans, many granted
without income documentation or proper
evaluation of a borrower’s ability to pay. The
companies cared little about loan quality;
they had no responsibility for overseeing
the mortgages’ success or failure.
Ultimately the mortgages, along with
some good loans, were packaged into securities and then sold to investors around
the world. The ﬁrms hawking the securities were able to boast about a top-drawer,
AAA rating usually assigned to rock-solid
investments. That rating was pure ﬁction;
it reﬂected the desire of various rating services to do business instead of providing
realistic evaluations.
Eventually, thousands of homeowners
were unable to make mortgage payments,
resulting in foreclosures, ﬁnancial trouble
for those who bought mortgage-backed
securities and an undermining of the US
economy. Congress approved a $700 billion
bailout to bolster the banking industry and
supposedly stimulate lending.

Lessons Learned
What have we learned from the ﬁnancial
crisis? First, regulation is less of a curse
word in political discourse. There were
economists and analysts who warned about
the hazards of subprime mortgages; those
warnings drew scorn from free-market
Carl is a longtime member of the Cooperative
Federal Credit Union. He writes for the Credit
Union’s newsletter on a regular basis.

Moving Forward: Challenges
and Choices
Crafting a plan to help homeowners is
very complicated because people having
mortgage problems are a diverse lot. On

one hand, they include elderly people
duped into taking out a second mortgage,
folks battered by the high price of housing
in some regions and people ﬁnancially
impaired by medical bills or job loss. On
the other hand, there are homeowners
who bet on a continuing housing bubble,
assumed real estate prices would keep
climbing and took out a mortgage they
couldn’t afford. Basically, they played a
speculator’s role.
A number of analysts and columnists
have called for a three-month moratorium
on foreclosures. That’s only a short-term
measure, but it would provide some breathing room, an opportunity to study a range
of options.
After that, it’s time to move on to a
program with several key objectives. For
starters, regulators and legislators must
restrain “casino capitalism.” Around 2004,
there was an orgy of lending designed to
generate more and more mortgages for
the purpose of wrapping them into securities. The loans served as raw material for
ﬁnancial gaming.
Second, governmental efforts to mitigate
a recession have focused far too narrowly
on inﬂuencing jumbo-size banks to trust
one another and resume loan making. Other
measures should be on the table: expanding unemployment beneﬁts, encouraging
lenders to renegotiate with homeowners,
increasing employment. Various institutes
have called for a big-time ﬁnancial commitment to infrastructure, such as ﬁxing
roads and bridges, school construction
and national parks. This is an ideal time
for such expenditures.
Third, consumer education, during
high school and afterward, merits a serious
reappraisal. Reportage on the mortgage
crisis has turned up dozens of instances in
which borrowers had little understanding
of a mortgage’s terms. When a low introductory interest rate, known as a teaser,
shifted upward, the homeowner couldn’t
afford to make payments.
Lastly, we need to concentrate on
an important proposition. The excesses
uncovered during the mortgage crisis
shouldn’t be viewed in isolation. We live
in an age of ﬁnancial exploitation: payday
lenders; rent-to-own stores charging exorbitant fees; credit card issuers utilizing
sky-high interest rates and fees. Yes, some
companies speciﬁcally target people who
have already declared bankruptcy and offer them additional credit cards. That’s a
symptom of larger problems.
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Latin America Solidarity Update
Hola! The Caribbean/Latin American Coalition (CLAC) began in the early ‘90s and
consists of several groups: the La Estancia
El Salvador Sister Community (which arose
from the local Sanctuary Movement), the
SOA Abolitionists – our CNY chapter of
the national campaign to close the School
of the Americas, and the CNY/Cajibío,
Colombia Sister Community arising out
of our participation in the Colombia Support Network.
We are also interested in Haiti, Cuba,
Venezuela, Argentina, Panama, Mexico
and wherever else the strong arm of the
US ventures south to keep the hemisphere
in its military/industrial grip. We meet
monthly for a potluck dinner/meeting
to plan and evaluate the variety of other
activities that focus attention and energy
on Latin American issues.
Our main work this fall focused on a
busy October 4. The Abolitionists held an
orientation for people going to the annual
November SOA Watch protest at Ft. Benning,
Georgia. Syracuse has had a presence there
every year since 1994 and this year there
will be at least six new local activists join-

ing the anticipated gathering of thousands.
While some local folks ﬂy, there are a sizable
number who will drive – a commitment of
four or ﬁve days that allows us to become
friends and strengthen our community. We
welcome folks to join us for the weekend of
November 22-23. Call Rae Kramer (4452840) if you want to go.
Following the orientation (which took
place at the still-new Center for Peace and
Social Justice) we joined others at the Spa
at 500 where Ed Grifﬁn-Nolan generously
provided an elegant venue for our Colombian
Sister Community to hold a fund-raising
concert. Colleen Kattau and Some Guys,
and Jose Miguel and the Joven Guardia
del Teatro y la Danza Latina volunteered
their abundant talent to help us raise money
to bring Colombian artist Jafeth Goméz
Ledesma to the new ArtRage Gallery in late
February. Jafeth is a friend to our Cajibío,
Colombia Sister Community and is well
known for the peace and justice work he
does through his art.
In February some of us will revisit
rural El Salvador to be with our sisters and
brothers in La Estancia – ﬁve hamlets in

Fair World
Marketplace

Graphic: soaw.org

the mountainous region of Morazán. This
annual trip usually takes place during the
Syracuse School District’s winter break to
allow young people to be part of the delegation. Call Shirley Novak (446-6099)
to learn more about this trip.
If you are interested in learning about
or want to get involved in Latin American
solidarity issues we invite you to join CLAC.
Call Julienne Oldﬁeld (475-6251) or visit
www.peacecouncil.net/clac.
–Ann Tiffany

S Y R AC U S E C O M M U N I T Y C H O I R

Winter Solstice Concert

Beloved Community

Distinctive, fairly traded, handmade gifts

new specials every week through
December 24th
Come visit us
while
supplies last!

��������

Celebrating the Holidays with

Saturday

December 13, 2008
7-9pm
������������������������������
232 East Onondaga Street
$10–20 sliding scale
(no one is turned away because of lack of money)

Mon - Sat 10 - 6, Sun 1 - 6
after Thanksgiving open till 8 Wed -Sat
4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd
446-0326 www.FairWorldMarketplace.com

10 Peace Newsletter November-December 2008

�

�������������������

Directed by Karen Mihalyi
Info 315.428.8151 kmihalyi@a-znet.com
Interpreted for the Deaf by Roslynn Kingsbury

Considering Consumption
Donna Tarbania
Progressives have long understood that
our personal choices, whether and how we
consume, affect not only our households,
but also our communities and the wider
world. For decades now, we have paid attention to the far-reaching impacts of our
capitalist/consumer system on ecosystems
and human societies. Guided by political,
spiritual and/or moral values, we have
made considered, conscious choices about
a whole host of things. Progressives have
started credit unions and food co-ops, buy
from locally-owned stores and direct from
farmers, shop at thrift stores or have clothing
swaps and recycle religiously. They lobby
for bike lanes and public transportation, buy
mileage-thrifty used cars, look for union
labels, wear organic cotton. We shun plastic,
buy compact ﬂuorescents, grow our own
veggies, carry cloth bags and many of us
are even familiar with the Church of Stop
Shopping and celebrate Buy Nothing Day
(November 28 this year).
Certainly the inﬂuence of any one of
us is small. But whether we conserve or
waste, it is real. And many people affect
things in a big way. Here are a few things
to consider:
• 25 years ago, fair trade was a modest
concept familiar mainly to faith-based
activists working to raise living standards in scattered communities in the
global South. Today, over 7.5 million
disadvantaged producers and their
families beneﬁt from fair trade funded
infrastructure, technical assistance and
community development projects, and
fair trade products generally account
for 1-20% of all sales in their product
categories (most notably handicrafts,
coffee, cocoa, sugar, tea, bananas, honey,
cotton) in Europe and North America.
• The number of farmers markets in the
United States continues to grow, reaching a total of 4,685 in August 2008, a
6.8 percent increase since 2006.
• US acreage planted to organic cotton
in 2006 increased 14 percent from the
previous year, and while certiﬁed organic cotton currently represents only
Donna works at the Syracuse Cultural
Workers.

an estimated .1% of the cotton
grown in the world, close to
20% uses lower chemical input
practices (IP/CM – Integrated
Pest/Crop Management).

Beyond the numbers:
building community
If this seems like a drop in the
bucket of the global economy (and
it is), it is nonetheless real progress
that can be built on.
In my experience, the changes
wrought on a personal level are
profoundly transforming. Activist
Marisa Handler wrote that “every action taken
in the name of our interconnection…brings
us closer to ourselves, to each other, to the
planet – and births a better world.” This to
me feels true. One decision along the path
to voluntary simplicity has led to others.
As I have found other people making the
same choices, and spoken to friends about
my experiences, I have gradually become
part of a dispersed yet uniﬁed community
rejecting complacency, passivity, victimhood, unconsidered consumerism and waste.
This has not felt like sacriﬁce, though it is
sometimes difﬁcult to communicate that
fact to folks more absorbed in the larger
culture. And I think it is just this sense of
community, of common purpose if you
will, that is among our strongest selling
points in inspiring others to make similar
changes in their lives.
Certainly, it will take more than information – it can be disempowering to
acknowledge the powerful forces advocating
consumption and the complex and difﬁcult
problems we face. Urgency can easily morph
into something like desperation. After all,
if a little considered consumerism is good,
a lot must be better, right? If it works for
you, it surely works for everyone.
I am not so sure. Righteousness wears
many masks, and a guilt-ridden ethic
spreading the joys of doing without is a
hard sell serving no one. Among family
and friends it can be a ﬁne line to tread. I
have on more than one occasion felt myself
to be a ghost at the feast, an unwelcome
fount of unsolicited suggestions and too
much information on “the real story” behind
someone else’s pleasure. On the other hand,
it is important to resist the co-optation of
the moment, when virtually every gadget
or status item can apparently be rational-

www.adbusters.org

ized as somehow “green”.

Enjoying life’s pleasures while
avoiding excess
Somewhere between these two is a small
scale alternative to a high-consumption
lifestyle, a path that can truly revitalize
household and community economics. I
believe it involves giving ourselves and others permission to enjoy some of life’s great
pleasures – giving or receiving a thoughtful
gift, delicious food, a beautifully-made or
stylish article of clothing. It involves asking
the questions: how much is enough? when
does consumption no longer add appreciably to human satisfaction? what level of
consumption can the earth support?
“Accepting and living by sufﬁciency
rather than excess,” as Alan Durning writes,
“offers a return to what is, culturally speaking,
the human home: the ancient order of family,
community, good work and good life; to a
reverence for excellence of craftsmanship;
to a true materialism that does not just care
about things but cares for them; to communities worth spending a lifetime in.”
With this vision in mind, please consider the opportunities presented by the
Plowshares Craftsfair (see page 3). Bring
friends and neighbors who have never
been, come for the day, have a meal, talk
to someone you don’t know. Consume less,
but consume locally and wisely.
For more on the Church of Stop Shopping, visit www.revbilly.com; for Buy
Nothing Day, see www.adbusters.org. For a
funny, insightful, fast-paced and fact-ﬁlled
animated short that looks at the underside
of our production and consumption patterns
go to www.storyofstuff.com.
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Keep Your Money Safe
Economy got you down? Get peace of mind with
insured savings and higher rates than the banks.
**

Cooperative Federal has no funds invested
in the stock market. All your savings stay
local, to build a stronger Syracuse.

24 Month Certificates

3.45%

APY*

� Call Jack

473-0275

Cooperative Federal

723 Westcott St · 401 South Ave · NEW 800 N Salina St
www.cooperativefederal.org
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*Annual Percentage Yield.
**Savings insured to at least $250,000 until Dec. 31, 2009

Open to anyone who lives, works, worships
or attends school in Syracuse and all
members of the Syracuse Peace Council

Taxing Up the Wrong Tree
Ellen Edgerton
The New York State legislature is once
again seeking to tax sales of cigarettes from
the Onondaga and other Native American
nations. In August 2008, both houses of the
Legislature passed a new bill calling for
collection of taxes on cigarettes sold at Native-owned businesses on Native territories,
which would include sales of cigarettes at
the Onondaga Nation’s store.
New York State’s attempts to collect
revenue from the Haudenosaunee have
had a long and turbulent history. The
Haudenosaunee have never consented to
the jurisdictional authority of New York
State, and have never agreed to allow
New York State to impose its tax laws on
any transactions conducted within their
territorial boundaries.

Taxation Violates Sovereignty
Taxation attempts violate the sovereignty
of these Nations and their federal treaty
rights. Article II of the 1794 Treaty of
Canandaigua guarantees the Onondagas
the “free use and enjoyment” of their remaining Territory. New York State claims
that various US Supreme Court and lower
federal court decisions authorize the collection of state taxes on sales of products
to non-native buyers, even when such sales
occur on Haudenosaunee territories.
In February 1996, the Pataki Administration gave a 60-day ultimatum for the
collection of excise and sales taxes from
Haudenosaunee businesses, unless Haudenosaunee governments negotiated other
agreements with the State. As diplomatic
government-to-government negotiation
has historically been the Haudenosaunee
approach, the Haudenosaunee negotiated
an agreement with the State in the spring
of 1997. However, Governor Pataki in
May of that year unilaterally canceled the
pending agreement before it was signed,
and announced that New York State would
for the time being suspend its efforts to
collect the taxes. The Onondaga Nation
worked actively in that process.
Currently, the Onondaga Nation owns
one store that sells cigarettes onsite, not
Ellen is a NOON member whose father
taught her that some day the Onondagas
would seek justice.

through the internet or by mail.
The store does not sell gasoline.
The Onondaga Nation also does
not operate any casinos, and
therefore has no revenues from
gambling.

Sales Benefit the People
Proﬁts from the store go to the
Onondaga Nation government,
and fund dozens of programs
that beneﬁt the Onondaga people: language programs, home
repair programs, annual heat
subsidies for each household,
repairs of community buildings,
maintenance and landscaping of
the Nation territory, and sports
programs. Hundreds of Onondaga
Nation citizens are employed
through these programs, and
they spend their wages outside Oren Lyon’s painting of the Tree of Peace, under which the
the Nation territory, generating Haudenosaunee Confederacy was formed many hundreds
an economic ripple in the sur- of years ago.
rounding communities.
Respecting Onondaga sovereignty exorbitant losses to the state tax coffers
and the Treaties and not taxing these sales of up to $1 billion in revenue, the State
should be seen as an economic stimulus Tax Department puts their own estimate
package for the Central New York economy, at only $70 million.
very similar to the Empire Zones and the
Despite political pressure for tax coltax breaks enjoyed by other developers in lection, Gov. David Paterson has said that
Central New York.
he believes negotiations with representaAlthough some citizen groups in New tives of New York’s Native nations, and
York have been increasingly vocal over not further litigation or the threat of law
New York’s reticence over compelling enforcement, are the best way to collect
taxes from the Haudenosaunee and other revenues. Gov. Paterson has asked that the
Native peoples (such as the Poospatuck Legislature delay passing the cigarette tax
of Long Island), a 2004 Zogby poll found bill to his desk for signature before negotiathat 53% of New York voters statewide tions have had a chance to begin.
opposed plans by the State to collect these
While NOON certainly doesn’t suptaxes. In the same poll, two-thirds of the port cigarette smoking, we recognize the
respondents said that they believed taxing sovereign status of these nations and call on
goods sold on Native reservations violated our government to live up to the agreements
the US Constitution. And 72% of those embodied in the Two Row Wampum (1613)
polled reported that they never purchase and the Treaty of Canandaigua (1794). Becigarettes or gasoline from establishments cause each tribal nation’s situation is unique,
on Haudenosaunee territory. (Source: Zogby negotiation that respects their sovereignties
International)
will build a ﬁrm and wise foundation for
This last ﬁnding is another conﬁrma- the many non-taxation issues that remain
tion that the estimates of tax revenues to be worked on by Native leaders and the
generated by cigarette sales are grossly State of New York. We call on Governor
over-inﬂated by legislators who purport Paterson to stay on this course in the face
to represent the interests of non-Native of political opposition, and to meet with
convenience store owners. Although State Onondaga leaders and representatives from
Senate Majority leader Dean Skelos con- the other Haudenosaunee nations before
tinues to send out press releases claiming taking any action.
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SPC in Action / from page 4
on municipal power in Syracuse. The study is broken into two
phases, with phase one scheduled to be completed in March 2009
and the results presented to the public. SPC has been an active
participant in the Public Power Coalition, the grassroots group
that has kept this issue moving forward. Coalition meetings are
1st and 3rd Thursdays, 7 pm at 2013 E. Genesee St. (2nd ﬂoor).
November 20 meeting will be at Taps, 515 Westcott St. Contact
Jessica or visit www.cnypublicpower.net.

(at least for now). SPC staff rotate coordination of the newsletter and Andy Mager will start with the January 2009 issue. The
committee is looking for another person or two interested in
working on this wonderful publication. Contact Andy.

Acting to Transform Syracuse

This issue is the last for Jessica Maxwell as PNL Coordinator

SPC sent a small contingent to attend the October 26 public
meeting of the Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse
(ACTS) which drew some 1200 people. ACTS is an interfaith
organization of 24 member organizations which value human
worth, dignity and justice (www.acts-cny.org, 475-7277). SPC
is beginning to explore a more formal afﬁliation with ACTS.
Contact Andy.
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Ramos Painting
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Interior & Exterior Painting
Renovations Drywall Carpentry
(315) 476-7175
508 Broad St. Syracuse NY 13210

PNL Transition Time
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Ruﬁno Mayan Ramos

Give a unique personal gift this year from Adirondack Stone Works
Custom Stone Engraving

Garden Stones * Address Stones * Pet Memorials

theshadygarden.com
Adirondackstoneworks.com
(315) 845-6715 tnhach@yahoo.com
Custom stone prices starting at
$23 + $10 shipping
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Books / from page 7
FOR CHILDREN:

Wangari’s Trees of Peace:
A True Story from Africa.

Jeanette Winter. Harcourt, 2008. 32 pp.
This beautifully illustrated picture
book biography tells the story of
Wangari Maathai, environmentalist and winner of the 2004 Nobel
Peace Prize. Founder of the Green
Belt Movement, Maathai started
by planting nine seedlings in her
back yard in Kenya in 1977 in
reaction to the deforestation in
her country; today, more than 30
million trees have been planted
across Africa. The mission of
the Green Belt Movement is to
empower communities worldwide
to protect the environment and to
promote good governance and cultures of peace.” To read more,
visit www.greenbeltmovement.org.
- Marilyn Smith is a Librarian at the Onondaga County Public
Library - Petit Branch.

WHAT SPC ACTIVISTS ARE READING
The Dark Side: The Inside Story of How
the War on Terror Turned into a War on
American Ideals.

Jane Mayer. Doubleday, 2008. Hardcover, 392 pp.
A former Wall Street Journal front page editor, investigative
journalist Jane Mayer is now the Washington-based staff writer
for The New Yorker. Her timely, readable and carefully documented book exposes Cheney/Bush’s so-called “War on Terror”
with its assault on human dignity and on the Constitution. Not

to mention its deﬁance of the Geneva Conventions and other
International Law.
With clarity and nitty-gritty, unﬂinching detail Mayer takes
us behind the scenes to delineate the strategies, chronicle the
decisions, and reveal the stonewalling and obfuscations behind
torture, extraordinary rendition, Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo.
Mayer sketches the players and shows how these neo-cons
manipulated and ampliﬁed the fear that 9/11 generated to grab
national and global hegemony – an agenda restlessly awaiting
a 9/11 to provide the pretext.

The Shock Doctrine:
The Rise of Disaster Capitalism.

Naomi Klein. Picador, 2007. Paperback, 701 pp.
Klein’s hefty, yet compelling, “Shock Doctrine” tells how the
“boys” from Nobel Prize winner Milton Friedman’s Chicago
School of Economics have worked with the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the CIA, and the US military to
erode the sovereignty of numerous nations over the past several
decades.
Klein examines the direct links between the logic of torture
and the logic of speedily undermining and ransacking nations
(the US, Chile, Poland, Russia, South Africa, the Asian tigers,
and especially Iraq). The Chicago school goal is to convert
the planet to a pure and seamless free market in order to open
every country up to being bilked by the multinationals of our
corporatist state.
Although “Shock Doctrine” was written before the latest,
most intense stage of the current economic crisis, it helps explain
how we got there.
–Ed Kinane

Warrior Writers: Re-Making Sense.

Edited by Lovella Calica. Iraq Veterans Against the War
(IVAW). Paperwork, 208 pp.
Lovella Calica describes Warrior Writers as a project that allows
veterans to “unbury their secrets and connect
with each other on a personal and artistic
level” through writing workshops. They see
their writings as a means to enlighten people
in the US by writing the real “boots on the
ground” stories from men and women who
have survived to tell them.
In January 2007, Warrior Writer workshops began and soon after short, powerful
pieces of prose and poetry were published in
a 30-page chapbook entitled Warrior Writers:
Move, Shoot and Communicate. More recently,
a much larger and more ambitious volume
from IVAW has been released containing
writing, photographs and artwork. It features
works of 41 vets from across the US, plus
one from Australia.
Warrior Writers: Re-Making Sense is
available locally at PosterWorks, 505 Hawley
Ave. (at the ArtRage Gallery) and Syracuse
Cultural Workers, 400 Lodi Street.
–Rose Viviano
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Local Food Potluck and Conversation Café. 6pm. Friend’s
Meeting House, 821 Euclid Ave.
New Environment Association.
Jim Thompson, 455-5343.

23

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends. Mass. 5pm. St. Andrew’s,
124 Alden St. 636-7726.
EVERY SUN: People's 60
minutes. Time Warner Cable
Channel 98. 8pm. Produced by
SPC. Tape it, Share it!

30

17

18

Creating Economic Alternatives
in the Midst of Crisis. 7pm.
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.
472-5478.

24

Plowshares Crafts Fair

& Winter Peace Festival
Nottingham High School, 3100
E. Genesee St. 11-5 pm, CNY's
premiere multi-cultural craftsfair! Andy 472-5478.

CNY SOA Abolitionists/Caribbean Latin America Coalition.
Potluck mtg. 4-6pm. 2013 E.
Genesee St. 2nd ﬂ. 478-4571.

21

Dec 1

8

SUN/Southside Coalition, 7pm,
Payton Temple, 476-7475.
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm.
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave.
Aly, 472-5478. Call to conﬁrm.

15

SUN/Westside Coalition. 7pm.
Brown Memorial, 228 Davis St.
476-7475.

22

2

9

27

Neighbors of the Onondaga
Nation Circle of Peace & Hope.
10am. Willow Bay, N. Shore of
Onondaga Lake. Show solidarity w/our Onondaga neighbors.
Andy 472-5478

BOXED ITEMS ARE
Syracuse Peace Council
related events. Info: peacecouncil.net, 472-5478 or
spc@peacecouncil.net.

10

16
Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-12:45
pm. Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) & Rt. 173
(E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-12:45
pm. James St. & Thompson Rd.
(Northside).

30

Weekly Peace Outreach: 1212:45pm. S. Salina St. & E. Colvin
St. (Southside)

4

FRI

Nov 14

What's New About Contemporary Immigration? 4-5:30pm.
Maxwell Aud., SU.
FILM: El Norte. 6:30pm. 207
Hall of Languages. Felipe
festefan@maxwell.syr.edu

21

28

BUY NOTHING DAY!

5

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM
Video: Educate, Agitate, Organize: The Syracuse Peace
Council. 7pm. ArtRage, 505
Hawley Ave. See page 4.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 Euclid
Ave. 6-8 pm. Free. 478-8634.

17

SUN/Skunk City Neighborhood
Assoc. 6:30pm. Mundy Library,
1204 S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

18

SUN/SW Action Committee. 7
pm. Brady Faith. 404 South Ave.
476-7475.

31

25

NEW YEARS EVE
VIGIL FOR PEACE
Call on President Obama
to End the Wars in Iraq &
Afghanistan. 5pm. Clinton
Square, downtown Syracuse.
Start the year off in style!

19

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill
Cuddy, 474-7437.

January 1

22-23: CLOSE THE
22 NOV.
SOA. See page 10.

Pax Christi. 9:30am. Slocum
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank
Woolever, 446-1693.
EVERY SAT: Peace Vigil. 121pm. Cortland Post Ofﬁce, Main
St. tt5544@yahoo.com.

6
Plowshares Crafts Fair

& Winter Peace Festival
Nottingham High School, 3100
E. Genesee St. 10am-5pm.
CNY's premiere multi-cultural
craftsfair! Andy 472-5478.

13
EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/Amy Goodman. TW Ch. 98,
9-11am.
John Cadley and the Lost Boys.
Folkus Project. 8 pm. Westcott
Com m. Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave.
478-8634.

20
EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 3
pm. Hanover Sq. Noon: Meal prep
728 Westcott St. 218-5481.

Public Power Meeting. 7pm.
2013 E. Genesee St. Jessica,
472-5478.

24

15

InsideOUT: 25 Years of Syracuse Cultural Workers. Opening
Reception. ArtRage 7-9pm. 505
Hawley Ave. Show runs thru Dec.
20. www.artragegallery.org.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
10pm. TW Ch. 98. People for
Animal Rights. 488-PURR.

12

SPC Steering Committee Mtg. 79pm. Call for location, 472-5478.

SAT

29

Weekly Peace Outreach: 1212:45pm. Carousel Center,
Hiawatha Blvd. entrance.

State of Democracy Lecture
Public Power Meeting. 7pm. Series. 4-5:30pm. Maxwell Aud.,
2013 E. Genesee St. Jessica, SU.
472-5478.
EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Ben Tupper: Reﬂections on Open Mic Nite. 6-10pm. Different
Afghanistan. University Neighbors Drummer Cafe, 1 Public Square,
Lecture Series. 7:30pm. Westcott Watertown. 782-0595.
Comm. Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave. $10,
$5 students. 478-8634.

11

PNL Calendar Deadline. 2013
E. Genesee St., Syr., NY 13210
or pnl@peacecouncil.net.

PFLAG Monthly Mtg. 7:30 pm.
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd.
446-5940.

29

3

EVERY WED:Open Figure Drawing. 7-10 pm. Westcott Community Center, 826 Euclid Ave.
Fee. 478-8634.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 1212:45pm. Seneca Tpk. & Salina
St. (Valley).

23

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm.
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave.
Aly, 472-5478. Call to conﬁrm.

28

20

Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt
Dinner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent's
Parish Cntr. Winton St. entrance
PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:30pm. friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm.
First UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. Donation.
Friends Meeting, 821 Euclid Ave.
446-5940. Help line 635-9230.
Aly, 472-5478.
Syracuse Amnesty International Vigil Against the Death Penalty.
Mtg. 5:30-7pm. Dewitt Library. Rosy 12-12:30pm. Columbus Circle. Bill
SUN/Westside Coalition. 7pm. Brown
George, aisychapter@yahoo.com. Cuddy, 474-7437.
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends. Mass. 5pm. St. Andrew’s,
124 Alden St. 636-7726.

14

26

Weekly Peace Outreach: 1212:45pm. Adams St. & Rt. 81
(Downtown).

EVERY SUN: Common Threads, SUN/Westside Coalition. 7pm.
Weekly Peace Outreach: 12Acoustic music on WAER 88.3 Brown Memorial, 228 Davis St.
12:45pm. Rt. 57 & Vine St.
476-7475.
FM 2-5pm.
(Liverpool).
Photos by Women Photographers.
Wendy Moleski. Nov . 14-Dec. 12. M-F, Partnership for Onondaga Creek
9-5 pm. Women's Information Center. Mtg. 6pm. Brady Faith Center, 404
601 Allen St. Cindy, 478-4636.
South Ave. Lionel, 395-3103.

7

19

THURS

Celebrating 2009 Women Artists
Weekly Peace Outreach: 12-12:45 Voting is Just the Beginning: Work- Datebook. 5-8pm. ArtRage. 505
pm. Rt. 11 (in front of Northern Lights ing for peace post-election. 11:15am. Hawley Ave.
Mawhinney Hall, OCC. 472-5478.
Shopping Cntr., Mattydale).
Does Democracy Tame the Radi- FILM: The Last Conquistador. 7-8
USA vs. Al-Arian. Documentary. 7 cals? Lessons from the Middle East. pm. Community Folk Art Center, 805
pm. Grewen Aud., LeMoyne College. 12:15pm. 400A Eggers Hall, SU. E. Genesee St. 442-2230. Free.
SUN/SW Action Committee.
445-4514. Free.
SUN/Skunk City. 6:30pm. Mundy Li- 7pm. Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.
brary, 1204 S. Geddes St. 476-7475. 476-7475.

25

Greater Syracuse Progressive
Coalition Mtg. 5:30pm. Syr. Center
for Peace & Social Justice, 2013 E.
Genesee St. Andy 472-5478.

WED

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

Pathways to Peace: Peace Action annual award dinner. 4pm.
Pensabene's Casa Granda, 135
State Fair Blvd. 478-7442. $50.

TUES

26

27

Pax Christi. 9:30am. Slocum
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank
Woolever, 446-1693.

Syracuse Peace Council

Community Calendar
Nov-Dec 2008

2013 E. Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478
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MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

