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The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous
and funded by the contributions of our supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these
connections clear. We initiate and support activities that help
build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an
economic system that places human need above monetary proﬁt.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect each
other. In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conﬂict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to
the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

ing we compiled a long list of activities
we might undertake – such as developing
a local currency, strengthening bartering
networks and creating more cooperative
businesses. On December 18, SPC hosted
a presentation on some speciﬁc models for
alternative economic development.
The next meeting is January 18 at
2 pm at ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley
Ave. and will feature Isidor Wallimann of
Basel, Switzerland on the Social Economy
Network. To ﬁnd out more or to plug into
these efforts, contact SPC.
-Nick Cavanaugh

Peace Outreach Takes a
Winter Break

Carole Resnick (left) and Carol Baum share messages calling for an end to the War and to US Empire
at the Blues Fest in downtown Syracuse. Photo: Rose Viviano

Confront US Empire
Building in the Middle East

In December, SPC’s Iraq Committee held
presentations on potential issues, campaigns
and actions to move forward on in 2009.
We have discussed:
• the Status of Forces Agreement and
how it impacts our work
• the planned use of unmanned drone
aircraft for practice bombing missions
out of Hancock Airbase and potential
actions to intervene
• how to support the efforts of LaOnf, a
coalition of over 100 Iraqi organizations
committed to nonviolence
• the NYS campaign to bring home the
National Guard
• how to support the work of Iraq Veterans Against the War and the Different
Drummer Café near Ft. Drum
• local efforts to raise awareness of the

humanitarian crisis in Iraq and opportunities for direct support
• how to use the idea of building a peace
economy to relate US empire building
to the economic crisis
On Tuesday, January 6 at 7 pm
we will begin to make plans for 2009.
Please join us – we’re meeting at SPC
(2nd ﬂoor). If you would like to attend,
but have problems with stairs please let
us know and we can move the meeting to
an accessible location.
Contact Carol or Jessica.

Exploring Economic
Alternatives

On October 19 and November 17 the
Syracuse Peace Council hosted community meetings about the recent economic
crisis and how we as a community can
respond. During the November 17 meet-
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Since late 2001 a handful of SPC folks have
been out there at rush hour at busy intersections around the county once or twice a
week with our Support-the-Troops/BringThem-Home and other anti-war signs. It’s
an unrivaled way to reach hundreds and
thousands of motorists. Given the short
and chilly days now upon us, we’re taking a winter break. Stay tuned for news
of our return.
-Ann Tiffany and Ed Kinane

Steering Committee to Host
Planning Retreat

SPC’s Steering Committee is hosting a
retreat to plan SPC’s directions for the
next three years. Everyone with a strong
connection to SPC is invited to join in the
fun. Our last strategic plan was created in
2005 and the time is right for another.
The retreat will most likely be held
over a weekend in late January or early
February, so that there will be time for
playing as well as working together. The
agenda includes organizational issues (such
as ﬁnances, the roles of staff and volunteers,
and membership) along with organizing
strategies and program priorities.
People are encouraged to attend the
entire retreat, but if you can only attend a
part, you are welcome to come for a topic
that particularly interests you.
Contact Carol.

continued on next page
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SPC in Action / from previous page

Seven New Steering
Committee Members

While we will miss the talents and voices
of Gary Bonaparte, Joan Conley and Barbara Humphrey at our monthly steering
committee meetings, all will continue to
work with SPC in other capacities. SPC
is excited to welcome six new members
in 2009: Jessica Azulay, Sera Brown, Ben
Burdick, Jake Eichten, Carole Resnick,
Peter Sinatra and Wendy Yost. All have
been active with various SPC projects
and will bring a wide range of experience from their other activist work and
life experience.

Gorman and Ashley Winters organized a
post-election discussion at LeMoyne featuring SPC staffers Carol Baum and Jessica
Maxwell, and Michelle Tauss assisted in
the ofﬁce with mailing parties, data entry
and research, easily completing triple the
number of hours required.
OCC student Sarah Natanson made
SPC’s 2008 display board for Plowshares,
updated activist contacts, and organized a
post-election event with SPC at OCC that
has spawned a new progressive student
club.
SPC expects to welcome several new
interns for the spring semester as well.

Public Power Progress

The Public Power Coalition continues to
push municipal energy forward with the
city of Syracuse. In December, representatives from the coalition met with NYS
Senator Valesky regarding potential state
support for the project. We also hosted a
meeting with John Montone of Solvay
Electric who shared his expertise on
generation options and municipalization.
On December 22, the city arranged for
SourceOne, Inc. (the company conducting the feasibility study) to meet with
the Public Power Coalition. In 2009, we
hope to engage in a campaign to increase
visibility and awareness of public power.
Contact Jessica.

Kinane Scores Court Victory

At the NY State Fair this past Labor Day
both the State Police and Army recruiters
took a holiday from their sworn duty to
defend the Constitution. They had SPC
activist Ed Kinane arrested for silently
walking about the Fair wearing an orange
jump suit with a “Close Guantanamo” sign
on his chest.
The DA – who, one supposes, would
know better – also forgot the Constitution
and charged Ed with trespass and disorderly
conduct. Refusing to pay bail, Ed spent a
week in jail.
In the September 10 Syracuse New
Times, Ed Grifﬁn-Nolan exposed these
ofﬁcial shenanigans. Then The PostStandard’s Hart Seely began covering the
story. In its September 17 lead editorial,
The Post-Standard pointedly questioned
the authorities’ suppression of Ed’s freedom of expression, guaranteed by the
First Amendment.
On December 8, in Geddes Town
Court, Judge John D. Kinsella, not only
dismissed all charges against Ed, but
defended the right of free expression at
the public Fair. Meanwhile the extralegal Guantanamo remains open. On
December 10, its commander, despite
Obama’s promise to close the notorious
camp, declared that it won’t be closing
any time soon. Stay tuned.
-Ed Kinane

Nick Cavanaugh (right) and Candee Wadsworth vigil
outside the Federal Court in Albany in support of
Interns Blossom at SPC Onondaga Land Rights and environmental cleanup on
This semester saw more college interns October 11, 2007. Photo: Katie Nadeau

working at SPC than ever before, including at least one from each college
in Syracuse. Neighbors of the Onondaga
Nation was fortunate to have two Syracuse
University community fellows working on
our historical marker project. The focus of
Debbie Toole and AJ Willingham’s work
was developing a complete list of markers
related to the Onondaga Nation and beginning to assemble information to “correct”
the misinformation conveyed in many of
those markers.
Emily Friedman’s energy and enthusiasm led to a successful silent auction
at Plowshares and helped with publicity
as well.
Four LeMoyne students worked with us
on service learning projects: Jasmine Pascale
assisted with various ofﬁce tasks, Debbie
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Activist Appreciation:
Nick Cavanaugh

Nick Cavanaugh stands out in a crowd
– literally given his height. But many people
may not recognize how much work Nick
does in the community. Nick has a quiet,
supportive style, full of enthusiasm, but
thoughtful and always conscious of the
larger group’s needs.
For years he has coordinated NOON’s
tabling efforts and served on the NOON steering committee. A year ago Nick joined the
SPC steering committee, and most recently,
has helped to coordinate SPC’s response to
the economic crisis. Both dependable and
creative, we’ve really appreciated Nick’s
energy at SPC. Thanks, Nick.

SPC’s Benefit Bowlathon
Sunday, March 1

SPC’s annual Strike for Peace Bowlathon is
set for Sunday, March 1 at Flamingo Bowl
in Liverpool. This annual funraiser never
fails to bring out both people’s creativity
and generosity. Get your teams together
now! We will have ﬂyers and pledge sheets
available in our ofﬁce in early January.
Contact Jessica.

Voting is Just the Beginning

A thoughtful and energetic group of nearly
50 people attended SPC’s November 12

continued on bottom of page 14

Plowshares Craftsfair
& Winter Peace Festival ’08

Clockwise from upper left:
Onondaga stonecarver
Tom Huff, Manlius Pebble
Hill students performing
excerpts from “Hair,” Jeweler
and Plowshares committee
member Barb Floch, the SPC
Marketplace at Plowshares
and a puppetshow staring
Karen Kerney, Mara Hogan
and Marie Summerwood.
Photos: Andy Mager

Thank You, Thank You!
A Brief Report

Over 3,000 people attended SPC’s 38th annual Plowshares and
Winter Peace Festival, held the ﬁrst weekend of December at
Nottingham High School in Syracuse (mark your calendars
for December 5-6, 2009 now!). Saturday saw our largest
attendance day ever! With 132 craftspeople and community
groups, music, good food and a spirit of fellowship permeating
throughout, Plowshares celebrates community and an economy
with no corporate headquarters.
Plowshares is also SPC’s largest fundraising event of
the year. In this time of economic crisis, we were extremely
pleased at the large turnout and peoples’ choice to spend their
limited shopping dollars at Plowshares.

Thanks to the scores of people without whom Plowshares
would not be possible. Special appreciation to the hard-working and fun-loving folks of the Plowshares Committee (Barb
Floch, Lanny Freshman, Emily Friedman, Barry Gordon, Karen
Kerney, Rae Kramer, Andy Molloy, Beth Mosley, Marie Summerwood, Mardea Warner).
Thanks also go to the jurors, to our hosts at Nottingham
High School, to Steve Morrison and The Mission Restaurant
for offering great food and to the many, many, many volunteers
who share in the work and joy that culminate in the Plowshares
weekend. You are an often invisible but essential part of this
vibrant and loving community.
We can’t forget the performers, rafﬂe and silent auction
donors (see www.peacecouncil.net/plowshares) and SPC’s
dedicated staff.
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Historical Moment

Black Thinkers Reflect on the Election of Barack Obama
compiled by Aly Wane
The election of Barack Obama as the 44th
President of the United States is clearly an
event of world-historical signiﬁcance. It
is a potent symbol for how much, at some
level, there has been progress in race relations in this country. Was the victory only
symbolic, however? We have collected a
small sample of responses from prominent
black thinkers and activists.

can accomplish, even as the nation’s president. But a second problem that I want to
reiterate is, what does the left do as we
approach a liberal administration that has
won an unprecedented victory in our own
lifetimes?…The Democratic Party is not
a vehicle that’s designed to advocate the
issues of poor folk and working people.

Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize

Laureate from Kenya, where Obama’s
father was born: When you look at the
people receiving Obama in Chicago,
they are white, black, yellow - exactly as

of imperial occupation in Iraq, war in
Afghanistan, ﬁnancial Katrina, legacy of
Katrina in New Orleans, wealth inequality,
dilapidated housing in chocolate cities,
disgraceful school systems, unacceptable
levels of unemployment and underemployment, not enough access to healthcare for
fellow citizens across race and region, not
enough access to childcare. At this moment,
the best America could do was Brother
Barack Obama, liberal, centrist.

Vincent Harding, Historian, and Senior

Advisor on the inﬂuential Eyes on the Prize
Manning Marable, Professor of Public
Documentary series: I am much more
Affairs, Political Science, History and
deeply involved in the hopes
African-American Studies at
for what we can do to help push
Columbia University: Some
him into the place that he needs
of us would say that we’ve
to go. He is taking a good start
been waiting for this victory
at this point by winning this
since 1619. It’s been about 400
magniﬁcent election, but he is
years for African Americans to
not going to be out there as a
really feel a part of American
messiah by himself. We who
democracy. It’s been – forty years
believe in freedom are going
ago – I mean, I think about this
to have to stand around him,
– the majority of black people
stand beneath him, stand in back
did not vote in a presidential
of him, and do everything that
election. The ﬁrst time they did
we can to keep reminding him
was in 1968. That black people,
that what we need is to move
for 250 years, were deﬁned as
towards the very thing that he’s
property in this country. For
been talking about: creating a
another hundred years, we
more perfect union, creating a
were relegated to the margins
more just and peaceable society,
of democracy because of Jim
creating a more democratic
Crow segregation. Black people
society. So my hopes are very
were denied access to the ballot
much focused on him, but not
across the South until the Voting
on him alone. I see the energy
Rights Act of 1965. And for us
The
struggle
for
Justice
continues.
Ben
Heine,
www.deviantart.com
that’s been built up over these
to move in forty years’ time to
two years of campaigns, and
the point of having a black chief
executive is almost unbelievable for the envisaged by Dr King. The US truly has I see the possibility that we could gather
vast majority of black people.
overcome. And with the global reaction it ourselves together and begin to ask, in
But now the great challenge occurs, and it seems like the whole world is joining in a very powerful way, not what should
occurs in two ways. There are expectations that overcoming. This is one of the most Barack Obama be doing next, but where
that African Americans have that I believe inspiring moments of my life. Americans do we go from here? What is our role as
can’t be realized by one person, by this have elected a person of extraordinary committed, progressive citizens to move
one man, entering a political structure and character and ability, who also happens to the next stages? …Maybe a democracy
an apparatus that is not designed to liber- to be black. It is a moment of greatness needs community organizers more than it
needs commanders.
ate black people. We have to be soberly for all humanity.
cautious about what Obama can achieve,
Cornel West, Author, and Professor of Angela Davis, Activist and Scholar:
African American Studies at Princeton He is being consumed as the embodiment
Aly Wane is a long-term SPC intern who University: I do support Brother Barack of color blindness. It’s the notion that we
works on the PNL editorial committee and Obama gaining access to the White House,
the Detainment Task Force among other because he was the best that America could
projects.
do at this particular moment in the midst
continued on next page
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Historic Moment / from previous page
have moved beyond racism by not taking
race into account. That’s what makes him
conceivable as a presidential candidate.
He’s become the model of diversity in
this period, and what’s interesting about
his campaign is that it has not sought to
invoke engagements with race other than
those that have already existed.

Michael Eric Dyson, University Professor

of Sociology at Georgetown University: If
Obama’s credentials for the highest ofﬁce
in the land have been gained in the giveand-take of community organizing and
power politics, his belief in the American
people--a reﬂection, in part, of the profound
belief they have invested in him--derives
from his molding in the crucible of various
cultures, colors and communities. Obama’s
multiracial roots and multicultural experiences are not a liability; instead, they offer
him an edge in the national effort to overcome the poisonous divisions that plague
the American soul. His fascinating mix of
race and culture shows up in lively fashion-including his love for the upper reaches of
Abraham Lincoln’s emancipating political
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vision, as well as his compassion for the
black boys and girls stuck on the lowest
rung of the ladder of upward mobility. That
he is aware of race without being its prisoner--that he is rooted in, but not restricted
by, his blackness--challenges orthodoxies
and playbooks on all sides of the racial
divide and debate. But it also makes him
curiously effective in the necessary pledge
to overcome our racial malaise by working
to deny it the upper hand in restoring our
national kinship.

Alice Walker, Author and Feminist (in a
widely publicized letter addressing Obama
directly): You have no idea, really, of how
profound this moment is for us. Us being
the black people of the Southern United
States. You think you know, because you
are thoughtful, and you have studied our
history. But seeing you deliver the torch
so many others before you carried, year
after year, decade after decade, century
after century, only to be struck down before
igniting the ﬂame of justice and of law, is
almost more than the heart can bear. And
yet, this observation is not intended to
burden you, for you are of a different time,
and, indeed, because of all the relay runners

Alice Walker reading and talking about “Why
War is Never a Good Idea” and “There’s a
Flower at the End of My Nose Smelling Me.”
Photo: Virginia Debolt on flicker.com

before you, North America is a different
place. It is really only to say: Well done. We
knew, through all the generations, that you
were with us, in us, the best of the spirit of
Africa and of the Americas. Knowing this,
that you would actually appear, someday,
was part of our strength. Seeing you take
your rightful place, based solely on your
wisdom, stamina and character, is a balm
for the weary warriors of hope, previously
only sung about.

Artist: Meek

The Case for US Withdrawal
from Afghanistan
Sameer Dossani
The ultimate weakness of violence is that
it is a descending spiral, begetting the
very thing it seeks to destroy. Instead of
diminishing evil, it multiplies it. Through
violence you may murder the liar, but you
cannot murder the lie, nor establish the
truth. Through violence you may murder
the hater, but you do not murder hate.
In fact, violence merely increases hate.
So it goes. Returning violence for violence
multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness
to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness
cannot drive out darkness: only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only
love can do that.
– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
I want justice. And there’s an old poster
out West, I recall, that says, “Wanted:
Dead or Alive”.
– George W. Bush
In recent history, two concepts of justice
have stood out. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. believed in a kind of justice that could
only be achieved when systematic oppression had been eliminated from the world.
Along the way, people would have to be
held accountable for their crimes. Those
who had done wrong would have to admit
that they had done wrong and pay some
appropriate restitution for their crimes, as
happened decades later in South Africa’s
truth and reconciliation commissions.
But justice was forever intertwined with
a changing of the human spirit for Dr.
King. It was the societal uplifting of love
over hate, of human dignity over human
debasement. It was a coming to terms with
our violent history and afﬁrming values of
love and compassion over those of hate
and retribution.
George W. Bush, on the other hand,
believed in the justice of old Western movies and gunﬁghts.
When he inherits the Bush legacy on
January 21st, 2009, Barack Obama will have
Sameer is the director of 50 Years is Enough
and blogs at shirinandsameer.blogspot.com.
This article originally appeared on Foreign
Policy in Focus (www.fpif.org).

to choose between these
two approaches. The
decision he makes will
reverberate around the
world and be one of the
ﬁrstindicatorsofwhether
“Change We Can Believe
In” was merely good
sloganeering.
Ending Bush’s imperial misadventures
in Iraq will certainly
be a top priority for the
incoming administration,
but Obama will also be
tested in Afghanistan.
His words so far — calling Afghanistan the
“central front” in the “War on Terror” and
demanding more military action against
insurgents allied with the Taliban — don’t
inspire conﬁdence that he would chose the
King doctrine over the Bush doctrine.

Reckless Interventions
In 1996, the Taliban, a faction of the antiSoviet Mujahideen with fundamentalist
Wahabi Muslim beliefs, took control of
Kabul and most of Afghanistan. Zbigniew
Brzezinski, Jimmy Carter’s National Security
Advisor, supported the Mujahideen (who
from the very beginning had fundamentalist
tendencies) as part of the “Afghan trap”
which succeeded in fatally wounding the
Soviet empire. While many Afghans greeted
the Taliban’s rise to power with delight,
their theocratic government soon began
to grate on the people of Afghanistan, for
whom fundamentalist Islam was almost
as foreign as Mormonism.
After the events of September 11,
2001, the Bush administration portrayed
the Taliban as deeply connected with alQaeda, the terrorist network that claimed
responsibility for the attacks, and therefore
argued for going to war against Afghanistan.
When the Taliban countered that they were
happy to give up Osama bin Laden, the
alleged mastermind of the 9/11 attacks,
if the US could produce any evidence for
the allegation, the US scoffed. Then the
US invaded.
The invasion succeeded in two things.

First, it brought down a terrible fundamentalist regime while taking an inordinately heavy
toll in civilian causalities. The Taliban had
instituted a brutal form of shariah law and
forced minorities to wear identiﬁcation tags.
They had even destroyed ancient Buddhist
carvings claiming that the depiction of the
human form is “unislamic.” Many Afghans
— particularly the half of the population
who happen to be women — were excited
to see the Taliban ousted. While this is an
accomplishment, it’s worth remembering that expectations for improvement in
women’s lives were largely unmet.
The second and even more dangerous
accomplishment of the US invasion of
Afghanistan was to elevate the Taliban,
al-Qaeda and anyone willing to resist
US aggression to the status of heroes or
freedom ﬁghters.
Perhaps the easiest way to understand
what most Afghans and many South Asians,
Muslims, and others around the world felt
after the invasion is to remember how Americans felt after the September 11 attacks.
George W. Bush was a deeply unpopular
president. The election that brought him to
power had split the population, with shady
dealings in Florida and an activist Supreme
Court ultimately deciding the race in favor
of Bush. Many of my liberal compatriots
despised the president, who was already
acquiring a reputation for spending his
presidency on vacation.

continued on next page
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for increased involvement in Afghanistan
makes some sense — he claims that Bush
has been so involved with Iraq that the alBut after the 9/11 attacks, those same
Qaeda leaders who allegedly orchestrated
liberals were rallying around Bush. The
the September 11 attacks are still at large
logic was simple: in a time of crisis, with
— his proposed methodology doesn’t.
your country under attack, you support those
Instead of scaling up an already disaswho are going to defend you. You may not
trous
war, the United States could change
like George W. Bush, but his policies and
course
in a way that would ultimately do
his armed forces stand between you and
a lot more to ensure the world’s
whoever caused signiﬁcant
safety. Such measures should
damage to New York and
include:
Washington, DC.
1. Withdrawing troops. InBy the same logic, who
ternational law is clear on this
stood between Afghan civilians
subject. No country may ocand the NATO aerial bombardcupy another indeﬁnitely and
ments that killed about 3,000
certainly not without the will
people? The Taliban. Every
of the people being occupied.
bomb that detonated on a wedIf an Obama administration
ding party led to tens, perhaps
truly thinks that withdrawing
hundreds of young people
US and NATO troops would be
— mostly young boys and
a bad thing for Afghans, hold a
many of them orphans — joinreferendum to see who would
ing the resistance movement
like the troops to remain.
under the ﬂag of the Taliban.
And it’s not just that the
2. Working with the variAfghan population believes
ous Afghan factions to begin
that the Taliban resistance is
negotiations. Wars are rarely
legitimate; that resistance is
stopped on the battleﬁeld, and
legitimate under international Women and girls wash a carpet near the Bala Hissar, Kabul, Afghanistan.
those that are have a tendency
law. No less important a docu- Women remain in a deeply subjugated position in Afghanistan.
to break out again after a few
ment than the United Nations Photo:Jeff Amrhein
years. The recent history of Afcharter gives the Taliban and
ghanistan illustrates this point.
other Afghans the right to legitimate self- which fundamentalism is built.
It’s better by far for enemies and friends,
defense against US aggression.
Such efforts may take generations, Pashtun, Tajik, and others to settle differand they almost always require the state to ences through negotiation based on mutual
The Real War against
play a role in education, development and respect and the rule of law.
ensuring employment for all. But ultimately 3. Once stability and security are guaranFundamentalism
So if aerial bombardments and occupations education is the only way to combat reli- teed in Afghanistan, beginning the attack
give legitimacy to those very fundamentalists gious fundamentalism, just as negotiation on fundamentalism in earnest. Working to
incorporate Afghanistan into the international
who Afghans would remove from power, is ultimately the only way to end war.
human rights framework through enforcing
what does the real war on fundamentalism
Buying into a Failed Solution
UN measures which Afghanistan has already
look like?
In 1999 I was the ﬁrst staff person of While Obama’s election may indicate a ratiﬁed, such as the Convention on the
the International Network for the Rights of shift in US foreign policy (and hopefully Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Female Victims of Violence in Pakistan, a a rejection of the Bush doctrine of pre- against Women is one step that can be taken
group that was combating “honor crimes” emptive war), Obama has prescribed more in this regard. Another is major investment
in social infrastructure and particularly
along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. military operations in Afghanistan.
For more than a year, Obama has ar- health and education measures which will
These were incidences of domestic violence,
often against a wife, a sister, a daughter or gued for redeploying US troops from Iraq ultimately help Afghanistan recover from
even a mother who was accused of having to Afghanistan. He has called Afghanistan being bombed “into the stone age.”
If the idea of immediately stopping
some kind of illicit sexual relationship. the “central front in the War on Terror” and
We understood that these crimes were on has even threatened to bomb Pakistan should all military operations in Afghanistan
the rise because of the spread of Taliban- there be evidence that Afghan warlords are sounds radical, it shouldn’t. No less than
style Wahabi Islam into tribal areas that hiding there and the Pakistani government isn’t President Hamid Karzai pleaded for an end
already had an extremely patriarchal view “doing enough” about it. (On this last point, to the bombings immediately after the US
Bush has already bombed Pakistan several election, as yet another wedding party fell
of women’s bodies.
What was our weapon of choice in times over the last few months, prompting victim to bombs from the sky.
For the sake of all of us, Afghan and
ﬁghting against the Talibanization of what the Pakistani government to publicly rebuke
American, let’s hope President Barack
has traditionally been a tolerant, ecumeni- the US for violating its sovereignty.)
While Obama’s rhetoric in arguing Obama heeds his call.
cal form of Islam? Education. We taught

Afghanistan / from previous page
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women their rights under Pakistani and
Afghani law, we taught about the passages
in the Quran that mentioned women’s rights,
and we also tried to educate people about
other traditions — whether they be secular
humanist traditions or the Hindu and Christian traditions of neighboring countries and
tribes. In other words we tried to undermine
the hatred, the xenophobia, the fear upon

Iraqi Refugees in Syracuse
Bring Painful Reminders of
Donna Mühs-McCarten
SPC regularly decries the horriﬁc consequences of war on individuals and communities. Recently, we have been privileged
to welcome an Iraqi refugee family into our
community. The family (which wishes to
remain anonymous) consists of a father,
mother and ﬁve children who have made
Syracuse their home since March 2008.
Living close to the previous SPC ofﬁce on Burnet Avenue, dad and mom ﬁnd
it difﬁcult adjusting to the weather. They
have ﬁnally managed to cover their ﬂoors
with multiple pieces of carpet to cope with
the cold winters compared to the climate
in Iraq. Here the mother, wearing the traditional abaya, goes to a nearby laundromat
to do the family’s wash while the father
leaves to attend English language classes
many hours of the day. In Iraq the father
worked as a carpenter and cab driver. Their
youngest child is four with mischievous
eyes and a “you’re not my boss” attitude.
She’s light as a feather and eyes everyone
with caution, building her conﬁdence as
she goes. These are the wounds of war. Her
older brother is helpful taking on much
more responsibility for his sisters than
most 14 year olds. His older sister, 17, is
compromised with major health issues,
some exacerbated by poor health care in
Iraq. She is now improving.
Members of SPC have been fortunate to
take the family to the zoo and to accompany
the children to the library weekly, which
they enjoy. It was also fun donating bicycles
to the children and teaching them how to
ride them. A few weeks later, amid many
scrapes and bruises, the children sailed
down the driveway to everyone’s delight.
Other activities have included a summer
picnic at Green Lakes. Other Iraqi families
and individuals have also moved into the
area, joining this family, allowing a sense
of growing community to develop.
A positive outcome of the growing
community is the joining of the Iraqi families who are helping with the adjustment
and who possess a working knowledge of
Donna, a retired teacher, serves on the PNL
editorial committee and is working to support
the Iraqi refugee family described above.

WAR

English. Such get-togethers have also
given our local community time to
relate to and learn from these families
displaced by the war. Along with us
on one of our outings was a young
family with a two-year-old who were
here only three days before death
threats caused the father, a translator
in Baghdad’s “Green Zone,” to ﬂee
for his life. Selling his computer and
his wife’s precious wedding ring, he
made it safely to Syracuse. Another
individual was a young Iraqi doctor Photo: International Rescue Committee/Iraq
who unfortunately cannot practice
medicine here in Syracuse until he success- and despair – it can be seen right here in
fully completes a series of difﬁcult medical Syracuse. Supporting these families gives
us an opportunity to assist some of those
exams in English, taking years.
With our family’s father out of work directly affected by this cruel war. Doing so
now, his ﬁrst job here being fairly short-lived, only reinforces our commitment to ending
times are rough for our new neighbors. They this war and preventing the next one.
survive with visits to the food pantry and
help from Social Services and InterFaith
YOU CAN HELP
Works. The family is strong and believes
that things are still better here, with the war
Much help is needed since the famtaking its toll in horrible ways back home.
ily is no longer being assisted by the
The father’s brother was killed recently
refugee resettlement program. Finding
by a roadside bomb in Iraq. Sadly, the
a job for dad is a high priority. The
brother left a large family with no income,
children need boots and help is needed
forcing his children to go to work, seeking
to winterize their apartment.
some way to support themselves and their
Additionally, InterFaith Works’ Center
widowed mother.
for New Americans needs computers to
To many of us, the war in Iraq is far
help families communicate with loved
away and is a political reality we oppose.
ones back home, whom they sadly miss
But it is more than that. It is on the streets
and worry about constantly. Flooded
of Syracuse, NY. It is the displacement of
with new families, the Center needs
good people, trying hard to make it here
warm hats, scarves, coats, jackets,
in wintry central New York. Continual
gloves and boots, and people to help
trips to the doctor for respiratory problems
with rides and other tasks.
and the ﬂu are common. Just recently,
the 14 year old came home from school
Support from the community makes
with his arm in a sling following a ﬁght
a huge difference, giving families a
with another student who bullied him at
chance to meet each other beyond
school. With no work here, with a 1996
their tireless case workers. As the
Dodge van with a broken transmission and
Center writes: “All too often refugees
no money to repair it, with language difhave had their dignity assaulted by
ﬁculties coupled with discrimination, this
situations beyond their control, such
one family among others here, embodies
as war, genocide and global violence.
the pain of this war. Its effect is on our
The process of resettling these refugees
streets and in local apartments, forcing us
and assisting them in rebuilding their
to recognize our connection and the truth
lives in our country and community
of the consequence of war. Rebuilding a
reafﬁrms their rightful dignity as our
life here is very difﬁcult. While we live in
friends and neighbors.”
relative comfort, US policies have created
To help, please call Deb Virgo at 474thousands of refugees like the Iraqi fami1261, ext. 208 at InterFaith Works.
lies here. Pain and poverty, displacement
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Always higher rates than
the “Big 5” banks

Call for a free switch kit

473-0220

Cooperative Federal

723 Westcott St · 401 South Ave · NEW 800 N Salina St
www.cooperativefederal.org
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Savings federally insured to at least
$250,000 and backed by the full faith and
credit of the United States Government
Open to anyone who lives, works, worships
or attends school in Syracuse and all
members of the Syracuse Peace Council

ACTS: In the Best Traditions
of Faith and Democracy
tion, the international community organizing
network that trained President-elect Barack
Obama in his ﬁrst years as a community
organizer in Chicago. Faith-based or congregation-centered community organizing

use for the cause of social justice. We believe that we are all children of God and
On October 26, 2008, “With nine days until
created equal; therefore, we all deserve
Election Day, the Alliance of Communities
the opportunity to achieve our greatest
Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) gathered
potential. We are our brothers’ and sisters’
more than 1,000 Central New
keepers. We are interconnected,
York residents,” wrote the next
indeed “tied together in a single
day’s Post-Standard. ACTS’
garment of destiny.”
greatest strength is its ability
In the US, social capital
to mobilize its members for
and the practice of such beliefs
action. In an action, there is a
have been in sharp decline for
target and there is a demand.
decades. In his book Bowling
The power behind the demand
Alone, Professor Robert Putnam
is the people. ACTS’ philosophy
deﬁnes social capital as the speis rooted in the best traditions
ciﬁc beneﬁts that ﬂow from the
of faith and democracy. ACTS
trust, reciprocity, information
believes in the right and reand cooperation associated with
sponsibility of citizens in a
social networks. According to
democracy to participate. The
Putnam, generational succesFirst Amendment declares that
sion, television, urban sprawl
“the government shall make no
and the increasing pressures
law that prohibits the right of the The power of ACTS derives from the 26 member institutions, Christian,
of time and money have all
people to organize themselves to Jewish, Muslim, multi-racial, urban-suburban. Photo: Wendy Colucci
contributed to the contraction
redress their grievances against
of social capital. Despite this
the government.” Alexis De Tocqueville in (also known as institutional community adverse environment, faith communities
his classic Democracy in America reminds organizing) is how we organize. We orga- remain bastions of social capital. Worus of the secret to democracy in the US: nize leaders of institutions (e.g. clergy and ship services, for example, are the only
civic participation - the ability of people to lay leaders) which are already organized. public places many families frequent
Leaders are people with a base, a follow- nowadays. ACTS’ work is to take faith
form associations to address issues.
ing,
who have their ﬁnger on the pulse of communities to the next level: to bridge
At ACTS’ October 26 Faith & Democracy Public Action Meeting, then-candidates the self-interests and the issues of a given the different and diverse faith communifor the 25th Congressional District, Howie community. Churches and congregations ties and create a sense of solidarity with
Hawkins and Dan Maffei, committed pub- are institutions already organized, and they the larger community, beyond the walls
licly to work to overturn the past vetoes of continue to play a crucial role in society and of the congregation.
President Bush for an expansion of federal in communities throughout the US.
Faith and the values derived from faith ACTS’ Diversity: Interfaith,
support for Child Health Plus and to help
give
many deep purpose and motivation, Interracial, Urban-Suburban
create a national commitment to end the
and
these
can be transformed to powerful
scandal of uninsured children. They also
ACTS is comprised of 26 dues-paying
committed to meet with ACTS within 50
member institutions, mostly congregations.
ACTS GOES NATIONAL
days of taking ofﬁce to work with us on
These are Christian (ranging from Africanour national legislative agenda: healthcare
On December 4, leaders of ACTS joined
American Evangelical to white, suburban
reform, quality education for all children,
thousands of other Gamaliel afﬁliate
Catholic and Protestant churches), Jewish
equitable economic development and job
members and allies at Gamaliel’s “Realand Muslim. Transcending religious and
creation, investment in infrastructure and
izing the Promise Forum” in Washington,
denominational lines as well as racial and
mass transit, and compassionate and comDC. In addition to rallying, visiting
urban/suburban lines, we come together
prehensive immigration reform.
members of Congress and meeting with
around a common purpose: to organize the

Andrés Kwon

Faith-based Community
Organizing
ACTS is an afﬁliate of the Gamaliel FoundaAndrés is ACTS’ lead organizer. Reach him
at donak22@gmail.com or visit ACTS at
www.acts-cny.org.

the ﬁve other NYS Gamaliel afﬁliates,
representatives from President-Elect
Obama’s ofﬁce assured the group that
the Obama administration planned to
address our concerns about health care,
economic stability, education, and immigration in a timely fashion.

power to inﬂuence the decision-making that
affects us all. We cannot solve most issues
alone; we must build a coalition, including like-minded organizations that are not
congregations. Catholic Charities of the

continued on next page
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ACTS / from previous page
Diocese of Syracuse and the Service
Employees International Union 1199
are both also ACTS members. ACTS’
broad (and growing) cross-section of
the Central New York community is
yet another of its strengths.

Let’s Not Mince Words:
It’s About Power

their issue in terms of speciﬁc, concrete
and winnable goals. On November
18, 2007, about 900 ACTS members
ﬁlled Bethany Baptist Church to receive public commitments from our
region’s elected ofﬁcials, including
newly-elected County Executive Joanie
Mahoney, to implement these goals.
A year later, at the aforementioned
October 26th 1,000-strong public action
meeting, the task forces reported their
substantial progress and victories.
ACTS will create additional issue task forces if we determine that
the issues are winnable and there is
enough energy for new task forces.
In this way, issue by issue, small victory to a victory a bit bigger, we can
continue to build ACTS’ credibility,
power, and organization.

Our method to the madness originated
with Saul Alinsky’s Back-of-the-Yard
campaign, when he organized churches,
unions and businesses to work together
for the improvement of their Chicago
neighborhood. According to Alinsky,
change comes from power, and power
comes from organization. Mass, broad- ACTS President Rev. Kevin Agee and Vice-President Sr. Magda
based power organizations must be Bayoumi greet the crowd of over 1,000 at ACTS October 26
built on many issues, which means meeting. Photo: Wendy Colucci
many participants.
In the summer of 2007, leadership teams in ACTS member Starting From the World As It Is
congregations carried out over 1,000 one-on-one interviews ACTS’ ultimate goal is to help create a society, where it is
with fellow members of their congregations in order to develop easier to be good and where everyone has the opportunity to
a deeper sense of community and trust as well as to assess the achieve his or her potential. As the saying goes, however, you
priority issue areas of concern. In September, 2007, 200 delegates may hitch your wagon to the stars, but what’s the use without
from member congregations voted and selected the top four issue wheels? ACTS starts from the world as it is, not as we would
areas for ACTS: “Criminal Justice,” “Youth & Youth Services,” like it to be. ACTS is working to build its power, meaning the
“Healthcare” and “Economic Development & Jobs.”
power of ordinary people, to become active in the public arena
For each issue a task force was formed. These then deﬁned and participate effectively in our democracy.

SPC in Action / from page 4
program, “Voting is Just the Beginning: Organizing for Peace
and Social Justice after the Election.” Many people shared
feelings of elation and hope at the end of the Bush era and the
prospect of meaningful change. There was general agreement
that important opportunities have been created by the election
and that the outcome depends to a great degree on the ability of
grassroots communities to organize and pressure elected ofﬁcials.
At the same time people expressed varying levels of hope about
the incoming Obama administration.
People divided into seven task groups for more detailed
discussions of how to make progress on speciﬁc issues: End the
Occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan and Prevent Other Invasions,
Build an Economy Based on Social Justice, Regain Civil Liberties,
Welcome Immigrants and Change the Debate, End Militarism
in our Culture and Schools, Meet Human Needs and Protect the
Earth. The event drew together a nice mix of active SPC folks
and other progressives who are less directly connected to SPC.
For more details, see www.peacecouncil.net/post-election.

Please support PNL advertisers.
Support those who support
the movement!!
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Ramos Painting
Ruﬁno Mayan Ramos

Interior & Exterior Painting
Renovations Drywall Carpentry
(315) 476-7175
508 Broad St. Syracuse NY 13210
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4. Frazer & Jones
5. Stanton Foundry

LIVERPOOL

LEGEND

Location and History
Geddes Brook ﬂows into Ninemile Creek,
which ﬂows into Onondaga Lake north of
the State Fairgrounds. Ninemile contributes
roughly 1/3 of the total water ﬂow to the
lake. From the 1920’s to 1940’s, Ninemile
Creek was re-routed ﬁve times due to construction of various highways and wastebeds
created by Allied Chemical.
Sources of contamination to the creek
include the LCP Bridge Street plant, Matthews Avenue Landﬁll, Allied Chemical’s
Main Plant, and Wastebeds 1-8 and 9-15.
LCP Bridge Street was the largest source
of contamination. Mercury was discharged
at ~20 lbs/day between 1946 and 1970.
When Allied’s (now Honeywell’s) plants
were operational, they discharged so much
water that the water level in Geddes Brook
and Ninemile Creek was much higher. For
this reason, high levels of contamination
have been found in ﬂoodplain soils as well as
the creek sediments. Mercury, lead, arsenic,
PCBs, dioxins, phenols, and other toxics are
Lindsay, a lifelong Syracuse resident, is an
environmental consultant and community organizer on behalf of the Onondaga Nation.
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While the mainstream media reports on
the “spectacular” progress in the cleanup
of Onondaga Lake from the Metro sewage plant improvements, the cleanup of
the toxic contaminants of the lake and
the surrounding Superfund subsites have
only begun. Our community has a choice:
accept a less-polluted lake or continue to
advocate for full clean up (see peacecouncil.
net/NOON/lake for background).
The latest chapter in this long-term
effort involves the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation’s (NYSDEC)
proposed plan for cleaning up Geddes
Brook and Ninemile Creek (GB/NMC).
The Onondaga Nation continues to call for
a full cleanup of the Lake and the various
superfund sites affecting it. As neighbors
of the Onondaga Nation and residents of
Central New York, we join them in that
call for the healing of our environment.
DEC is accepting written comments until
January 19, 2009. The documents can be
found at www.onondagalake.org.
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4
• Removes ~78% of mercury
• RemovesFigure
~100%5.ofLocation
mercury of Honeywell and Oth
• Dredges 64,000 cubic yards
• Dredges 73,000 cubic
yards
Geddes Brook/Ninemile C
Near
2003c)
Tech,of
RI Figure
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ease
• Extent of dredging determined by
• Extent
dredging determined by
feasibility.
contaminant concentrations.
• Cost: ~$20 M
• Cost: ~$30 M
• Annual operation & maintenance costs:
• Annual operation & maintenance costs:
~$105,000
~$60,000
• Completion Time: 2 years
• Completion Time: 3 years
• In-stream cap required from Pumphouse
• Minor capping may be needed near
Road canoe launch to I-690 bridge.
bridge abutments.

Disposal of Dredged Sediments
All of the alternatives currently involve
disposal of the dredged sediments and soils
at the LCP Bridge Street site. DEC chooses
disposal at LCP Bridge Street instead of at
a hazardous waste landﬁll near Rochester
to reduce cost and avoid 17,000 truck trips
to Rochester. They argue that the means
to deal with the waste already exist at
LCP Bridge Street. However, this site is
unlined. If the operational controls (a 70′
deep clay wall and ongoing pumping and

Honeywell a year and 1/3 of the cost of a
full cleanup, leaving contaminants in the
ground and in the stream under caps. The
dredged sediments will be added to the
LCP Bridge Street site, essentially returning the pollutants back to their place of
origin. There needs to be a public outcry
advocating for the right thing to be done.
While DEC’s preferred remedy is an
improvement, it is simply not enough. Our
grandchildren will have to deal with the contamination we allow to be left behind.

January 2009 Peace Newsletter 15

JANUARY 2009
4

5

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics &
Friends Mass. 5 pm. St. Andrew's. EVERY MONDAY:Weekly Meditation for Veterans. 1-2pm, January
124 Alden St. 770-2155.
– May 2009. Flowering Tree Meditation, 470-0778. $150.00.
EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60
Minutes. Time Warner Cable
Syracuse United Neighbors,
Channel 98. 8 pm. Produced by
Southside Coalition. 7 pm.
SPC. Tape it, share it!
476-7475.
EVERY SUN: “Top of the World”
world music. 10 pm-midnight,
WAER 88.3 FM.

11
CNY SOA Abolitionists/Caribbean Latin America Coalition
Meeting. 4-6pm 2013 E Genesee
St. 2nd ﬂ. 478-5471.

18

Council of Park Friends Annual
Meeting. Jamesville Firehouse.
1:30pm. Speaker Terry Ettinger,
“Invasive Species.” Refreshments
after talk. 474-4508.

12

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics &
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5 pm.
LocationTBA. Call 770-2155.

25

Montessori School Admissions
Open House, 2-5pm. 155 Waldorf
Pkwy. 449-9033. See page 8.

Boxed Items are Syracuse
Peace Council related events.
Info: peacecouncil.net, 4725478 or spc@peacecouncil.
net.

6

31

13

1

Call on President-elect Obama
to end the wars in Iraq & Afghanistan. 5pm. Clinton Square,
downtown Syracuse. Followed
by Universal Dances of Peace.
Andy, 472-5478

We applaud the end of the
Bush dynasty and the grassroots energy which brought
Barack Obama
to the presidency.

2

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention
Task Force Meeting. 9 am.
Workers' Rights Center, Plymouth Church, 232 E. Onondaga
St. Pat Rector, 474-4821.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm.
Friends Meeting House, 821
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

27

EVERY SAT: Democracy Now!
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner
Cable Ch. 98, 9-11 am.

9

10

14

15

16

17

Photo Exhibit: Amy Dugliss- EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth.
Women’s Info Center, 601 10 pm. Time Warner Channel 98.
Allen St. www.womensinfon- People for Animal Rights.
etwork.net.

SPC Steering Committee
Meeting. 7 pm. Call for location,
472-5478.
SUN SW Action Comm. 7 pm.
Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.
476-7475.

21
22
Syracuse United Neighbors Skunk

Opening Reception – Voices of
Diversity: Photos by Lisa Suchy.
7-9pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley
Ave. 218-5711. www.artragegallery.
com. FREE.

PNL February Calendar
Deadline. pnl@peacecouncil.net or 472-5478.

23

24
SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

City Neighborhood Association. 6:30
pm. Mundy Library, 1204 S. Geddes
St. 476-7475.

Celebrating "Change"
and Making it Real.
Assessing efforts for peace, social
justice and reparations. 2-4pm.
Community Folk Art Center, 805 E.
Genesee St. Followed by a reception/celebration, including food from
Jerk Hut. Co-sponsored with the
African Initiative of Syracuse University. 472-5478. or peacecouncil.
net. FREE.

Let's keep organizing!

Greater Syracuse Progressive
Coalition. 5:30-7 pm. Syracuse
Center for Peace and Social
Justice, 2013 E. Genesee St.,
2nd ﬂr. Andy, 472-5478.

3

E V E RY F R I DAY: Ta l e n t EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 3
Search/Open Mic Nite: Dif- pm. Hanover Sq. Meal Prep. at noon.
ferent Drummer Cafe. 6-10 pm. 728 Westcott St. 218-5481.
1 Public Square, Watertown.
782-0595.

We celebrate this victory &
recommit ourselves to SPC's
historic vision of creating a
world of peace and
social justice for all people.
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SAT

8

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer.
6-8 pm. Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826
Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

20

FRI

7

Monday Night Poetry–2nd & 4th Mon.
7:30pm. Sushi Blues, 18 Broad St.,
Hamilton. justaskrache@aol.com.

19

THURS

NEW YEAR’S EVE
VIGIL FOR PEACE

Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Mtg. 6 pm. Brady Faith Center,
404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.
onondagacreek.org
EVERY WED: Open Figure Drawing. 7-10 pm. Westcott CommuSPC Anti-War Planning Meetnity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Fee.
ing. SPC, 2013 E. Genesee St.
478-8634.
(2nd ﬂoor). 7 pm. Share your
ideas and energy to help end the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. If
you would like to attend, but have
problems with stairs let us know
and we can move the meeting to
an accessible location. Carol or
Jessica, 472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors Voices of Diversity Exhibit: Photos
Westside Coal. 7 pm. Brown Me- by Lisa Suchy. Jan 15-Feb 14. W-F
morial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.
2-7pm & Sat. 12-4pm. ArtRage
Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 218-5711.
SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm.
www.artragegallery.com. FREE.
Friends Meeting House, 821
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

SPC Economic Alternatives
Discussion. 2-4pm. ArtRage
Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. Features Isidor Wallimann of Basel,
Switzerland on the Social Economy Network. 472-5478.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
Dinner. “Dare to Imagine a Better
World,” with Eddie S. Glaude Jr. Dinner 5:30pm $25. Program, 6:30 pm.
Carrier Dome, SU.Tickets: 443-5044,
E-Mail: gyerdon@syr.edu.
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WED

Complimentary Copy
Only $15/yr! Subscribe Now!
Help support our work

Syracuse Peace Council
Community Calendar

TUES

28

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:30 pm, Amnesty International SyraFirst UU Church, 250 Waring Rd. cuse Chapter meeting. DeWitt
446-5940. Helpline 635-9230.
Library, Shoppingtown Mall basement. 5:30-7pm. Rosy George,
aisyrchapter@yahoo.com .
Friends of Dorothy Beneﬁt Dinner. 5:30-7 pm, St. Vincent's Parish
Center (enter on Winton St.),
friendsofdorothy@twcny.rr.com.

29

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill
Cuddy, 474-7437.
PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 2013
East Genesee St., 2nd ﬂoor.
FREE PIZZA. 472-5478.

30

31

Pax Christi. 9:30 am. Slocum House,
208 Slocum Ave. 446-1693.
Film Screening & Concert: GIVING VOICE, a documentary on the
Syracuse Community Choir, and
choir performance. 7-9pm. ArtRage
Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 218-5711.
www.artragegallery.com. FREE.

2013 East Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

MON

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

SUN

