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The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous
and funded by the contributions of our supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war,
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist. We
challenge the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As
members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment,
cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from
each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their
economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these connections clear. We initiate and support activities that help build this
sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that
places human need above monetary proﬁt. We establish relationships among people based on cooperation rather than competition
or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect each
other. In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conﬂict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the
needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Andy Mager

Anti-Wars/Anti-Drones

With the coming of Spring, we are resuming
our weekly anti-war presence throughout
the community, with a major focus on the
drones. See page four for details.
Building on last November’s demonstration against the drones outside
Hancock Air Base, we are organizing a
similar protest for Sunday, April 25. We
will gather outside the gates, rally to show
our outrage and convene afterwards for a
regional planning meeting. Look for more
details on the SPC Announcements listserv
and the website. Contact Carol.

front of the White House calling for peace
in the Middle East. The thousands then took
to the streets with cofﬁns decorated with
the ﬂags of Yemen, Palestine, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Somali, Iraq, US and others
to represent the coalition forces as well as
the civilians who have died in the many
conﬂicts in the world today. They left the
cofﬁns all over DC as a reminder.
To get involved with SPC’s anti-wars
work, contact Carol.
– Katherine Raymond

The Most (outrageous) Spirit Awards
were given to the four (!) teams from Le
Moyne’s Women’s Rugby Team and the
two Citizen Action teams. Thanks to the
expanded Bowlathon committee, other
volunteers, Flamingo Bowls, and ALL
the bowlers. Remember – you don’t have
to bowl well to have a good time with us.
See you next year.

Discussing Anti-Semitism
and Palestine-Israel

CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine
& Israel has continued its educational and
advocacy work. Nine members met recently
over a potluck dinner to explore both the
reality of anti-semitism and its use as an
accusation to silence people who criticize
Israel’s aggressive policies, illegal occupation of the West Bank and siege of Gaza.
Given the emotionally-charged nature of
the issue, such informal discussion helps
us learn and better understand each other’s
perspectives. Contact Ann Tiffany, 4784571, anntiffany@verizon.net.

Youth Outreach

The Radical Anarchist Baking Bowlers were among the creative prize winners at SPC’s Strike for
Peace Bowlathon. Photo: Andy Mager

Marching in DC Against Wars
A bus trip with 47 central New Yorkers
aboard joined over two thousand others in
Washington DC on March 20 to protest US
wars and occupations. The weather couldn’t
have been better as the thousands rallied in

Yes - Peaceniks Can Bowl

SPC’s 7th Annual Strike for Peace Bowlathon was a wonderfully successful day,
with fun and fundraising in great supply.
There were more teams – over 50 – and
more income ($4,000) than in recent years.

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday, 10am – 5pm
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Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net

SPC interns Marjory Elwell and Samantha
Salvato continue to promote Art for Peace
– a poster and poetry contest for Syracuse
City High School students. Poster submissions (on white, 11x17 paper) and poems
(less than 50 lines) are due by April 1
and will be displayed at an event at the
ArtRage Gallery on Thursday, April 29
at 7 pm. Prizes will be awarded to winners
in each category, and their submissions
will be published in the PNL. We’ve begun receiving calls from interested youth;
for more information see peacecouncil.
net/MAEP/artcontest.html.
We continue our monthly presence at
city high schools and are expanding our
efforts. We tabled at a Nottingham High
School career fair in March and recently sent
outreach letters to three rural schools.
We now have display holders and
brochures ready to distribute to local community centers, career ofﬁces, churches,
etc. If you can help get these brochures into

continued on next page
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SPC in Action / from previous page

Weekly Peace Outreach
Anti-war and anti-reaper drone
outreach picks up! We’ll bring signs
but feel free to bring your own. Contact
Ed or Ann, 478-4571.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm

Phil Arnold speaks about the “Doctrine of Christian Discovery” to a packed crowd at the second
program in the Onondaga Land Rights Series at Le Moyne College. Photo: Kristin Mosher

the community, especially anywhere that
provides youth or parent services, please
contact Andy or Jessica.

Three Onondaga Land
Rights Programs in April

April is ﬁlled with seasonally-appropriate
programs as part of the “Onondaga Land
Rights & Our Common Future” series. The
programs all begin at 7 pm at Syracuse Stage,
820 E. Genesee St. Admission is free.
• “Lacrosse: The Creator’s Game” features
Onondaga Faithkeeper and All-American
lacrosse goalie Oren Lyons and former
SU player and coach Roy Simmons, Jr.
Monday, April 5.
• “Sacred Waters: Onondaga Lake and
Creek” with Onondaga Chief Jake Edwards, Seneca scientist Henry Lickers
and a panel of community respondents.
Monday, April 19.
• “Sacred Waters II: The Danger of Hydrofracking” with Ithaca environmental
attorney Helen Slottje and Onondaga
Nation School teacher Denise Waterman
(Oneida). Monday, April 26.
Contact Andy or see peacecouncil.
net/noon.

Pedal Power

for at least one youth clinic. In addition to
aspiring mechanics, we’re also looking
for people to help design and post ﬂyers
to promote our free summer youth clinics,
and adults to help staff our sign-in table at
clinics. Contact Jessica.

It’s Fun, It’s Fair – It’s a
Very Special Raffle!

ACTS’ (Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse) major fundraising dinner
is set for Tuesday, April 27, 6 pm at the
Holiday Inn in Liverpool. The keynote
speaker is Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Jr.,
minister emeritus of Riverside Church in
NYC. Please help SPC do our share as a
member organization of ACTS.
Tickets are $50 each. If you can afford a ticket, please call the SPC ofﬁce at
472-5478 to make a reservation. If you
can’t afford $50, you can buy a chance
at a seat ($10 for one, $20 for two). You
just might be a winner! And if not, you
will have helped support SPC’s work with
ACTS. For rafﬂe tickets, call Rae Kramer,
445-2840. Our expectation is that between

Bikes for Peace is gearing up for another summer working with youth. B4P
organizers Jessica Maxwell and Ursula
Rozum led a hands-on workshop at the
YWCA’s Girls Summit on March 27
for girls from 5th-10th grade. The owners of the new Mello Velo bike shop on
Westcott Street have generously offered
to provide professional staff to help lead
our Bikes 4 Peace volunteer training in
May (date TBA). We ask that all who An early SPC staff member, David Easter is currently
attend the training commit to volunteer active in the Capital District. Photo: SPC archive
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April 6 Adams St. and Rt. 81 (Downtown) (followed immediately
by 5:30 pm potluck with
walkers on the Walk for a
Nuclear-Free Future at St.
Lucy’s, 404 Gifford St.)
April 13 Hancock Air National Guard
Base Entrance (E. Molloy
Rd., Mattydale)
April 20 Valley Drive and Seneca Tpk.
(Valley)
April 27 Hancock Air National Guard
Base Entrance (E. Molloy
Rd., Mattydale)
Beginning May 1, join us Saturdays
at 9 am on Park St. across from the
Regional Market.
individual ticket buyers and rafﬂe gamers, we will ﬁll a table of 10 – or more. It
depends on you!

Thanks, Rae!

For ﬁve weeks SPC activist extraordinaire
Rae Kramer joined SPC’s staff while
Carol Baum was in Chicago helping her
83-year-old mother move into a retirement
community. Rae, jumping in with her usual
enthusiasm and creativity, coordinated the
PNL, organized the March 20 bus to DC,
worked with interns, answered phones
and much more. Rae, not a big computer
person, courageously learned the SPC
ofﬁce’s email and computer ﬁle systems
on the ﬂy – using the computer more in
one month than she ever had in her life
previously.
We deeply appreciate your work, effort
and spirit. Thank you.

Activist Appreciation:
David Easter

David Easter was hired as SPC’s ﬁrst real
“organizer” in 1969. His ﬁve years on staff
saw the organization develop its collective style. Dik Cool, who was recruited
and mentored by David, wrote recently to

continued on page 10

Army Recruiters’ Boffo Video Game
Samantha Salvato
August 2004: 14 year-old Jason
loves playing video games,
especially the ones with lots
of action. A friend recently told
him about one of the newest
“ﬁrst-person shooter” games,
America’s Army. After his ﬁrst
test of the game Jason is hooked.
What he ﬁnds so enticing is
that in the game he plays the
role of a real US soldier in the
Army, even using the Army’s
real weapons. He plays the
game often and becomes very
proﬁcient. He doesn’t think
about how removed he is from
life on a battleﬁeld or a street
in Baghdad. He is in the middle The military openly admits that America’s Army videogame is part of their arsenal of propaganda.
of the action, and at the same Image: ArrayAmerica’s Army Ubisoft
time he is at a distance; he feels
gadgets and machinery of the Army.
college. Recruiters from the Army are also
no pain, he does not bleed and
According to the ofﬁcial America’s present at the fair and Jason is attracted
when he puts the controller down and walks
Army website, the game “provides players to the uniforms and gold emblem he has
away, he does not suffer from PTSD.
with the most authentic military experience seen for the past three years on his favorite
America’s Army, an online war game de- available, from exploring the development video game. He heads over to the table and
veloped by the Pentagon, was ﬁrst released of soldiers in individual and collective chats with the recruiters. He leaves with
in July 2002. This high-tech “ﬁrst- person training, to their deployment in simulated a packet and a smile, excited to go home
shooter” game is now ranked in the top missions in the War on Terror.” Essentially, and talk to mom and dad about possibly
10 of all downloadable PC games and is people playing the game are virtually enlisting in the Army.
available for free. (Note: the “ﬁrst-person “ﬁghting” the war that has killed thousands
shooter” is a video game genre that centers of soldiers and hundreds of thousands Of growing concern is the increasing rethe play of the game on the gun and other of civilians over the past nine years. To search about the impact that long hours in
projectile weapon-based combat through make the game even more true to life, the front of the television or the computer has
the ﬁrst person perspective.) Since its re- weapons used in the game are the same on young people. Of speciﬁc concern here
lease the game has had 26 revisions and as those now used during actual combat: is the desensitization to the consequences
can also be played on the most popular the M16A2 Riﬂe, the M4A1Carbine, the of violence: the horrors of brutal wounds,
chaotic noise, psychic pain, confusion,
game systems such as PlayStation 3 and M203 Grenade Launcher and more.
Beyond the use of “authentic” weapons, despair. When one plays the violent games
XBox 360.
The popularity of this game was no the game also simulates the roles, training over and over and over, the brutality becomes
surprise to its creators, for its design was regimens and missions of actual Army familiar rather than frightening.
As a recruiting tool, America’s Army
based on extensive market research. Before experience. When recruiters interview
the creation of America’s Army recruiters potential enlistees and learn that they have far surpasses the posters and TV comhad difﬁculty reaching young tech-savvy played the game the recruiters will often mercials that promote heroic US Army
gamers. Many of the popular games since ask for their scores to see how well they men and women. The game allows those
the mid 1990s are the “ﬁrst- person shooter” performed. We see, therefore, that the game who play it to learn a lot about the military
games such as Doom and Halo which are not only serves as entertainment for teens while enjoying the latest in entertainment
known for their engrossing graphics and and young adults, but also as a tutorial for technology. Safe at home they experience
violence. America’s Army effectively mimics future soldiers. Being part of the War on the excitement of war, not the obscenity of
its reality. There are no dead children or
these popular games, while also introduc- Terror is exciting and fun.
maimed buddies in their living rooms.
ing young men and women to the systems,
November 2007: It is Jason’s senior year
and there is a college and job fair at his April 2008: After boot camp and several
Samantha is student at Le Moyne College high school. Jason has never been too fond months of training, Jason is deployed to
and is currently interning at the Peace of school and unlike a lot of his friends, the war in Iraq. He feels ready and excited
he does not have a great desire to go to to ﬁght for the real America’s Army.
Council.
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MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN

Edelman has been an advocate for disadvantaged Americans her entire
professional life. Under her leadership, Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) has
become the nation’s strongest voice for children and families. The Leave No
Child Behind® mission of the CDF is to ensure every child a Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start, and a Moral Start in life and successful
passage to adulthood with the help of caring families and communities.
Edelman began her career in the mid-‘60s when, as the ﬁrst black woman
admitted to the Mississippi Bar, she directed the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund ofﬁce in Jackson, Miss. She served as counsel for the Poor
People’s Campaign in Washington, D.C., founded the Washington Research
Project, and served as the director of the Center for Law and Education at
Harvard University for two years. Her work has earned her numerous awards,
including the Presidential Medal of Freedom. A proliﬁc author, her latest book,
The Sea is So Wide and My Boat is So Small: Charting a Course for the Next
Generation, was released last fall.

Marian Wright Edelman

founder and president of the children’s defense fund
A Voice for Children
April 6, 2010*
7:30 pm, Hendricks Chapel
Sponsored in cooperation with the Syracuse Symposium in
The College of Arts and Sciences, the College of Human Ecology,
and the College of Law.

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Ofﬁce of Academic Affairs
for more information:
315-443-2941
eegray@syr.edu
lectures.syr.edu
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*Reduced-rate parking for this event is
available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.
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Training vs. Play: Making Use of Militaristic
Children’s Games
Andrew Potoczak
Militaristic values have seeped into nearly
every facet of children’s culture. Future
generations are being raised to understand
violence and militarism through the television they watch, the games they play, and
the education they receive. Some say that
this is not necessarily a bad thing. What
is wrong with the rationalization of militarism, particularly in children’s culture,
is the manner in which it is conducted.
Children between the ages of 10 and 12
are at a liminal period in their lives; this is
the age at which they are becoming active
participants in the media they consume.
They are being introduced to new forms
of media and need games that allow them
to explore what the messages and images
within these media mean.
The board games that were so popular
among past generations: Risk, Stratego,
Battleship, etc. provided a basic context in
which children could interact and the rest
of the game was left up to the imagination
of each individual child. These games are
being replaced by the popular shoot ‘em
up games of today, such as Halo, Call of
Duty, and Grand Theft Auto, that leave
little to the imagination of the participant.
While militaristic values and themes are
pervasive in both video games and board
games alike, their formats are intensely
different. Video games provide a highly
structured and visualized environment for
play that limits children’s imaginations.
Violent video games are an exercise in
operant conditioning, a process of stimulusresponse training used by military combat
simulators that essentially teaches people to
operate on autopilot. These games require
players to look at the screen, observe an
enemy target, and react by shooting. Board
games almost never allow players to enter
the same scenarios over and over again in
a single sitting.
Take Risk for example, a game of conquest in which players command armies.
Game-play repetition is non-existent here;
players must assess the situation presented
to them on the board and then choose a
Andrew is a sophomore at Syracuse University
majoring in Public Communications.

course of action. While this assessment is
similar to that of someone playing Grand
Theft Auto, with Risk, once a decision is
made and action taken, the opposing players
respond and there is an entirely new scenario
presented. This is an exercise in problem
solving, not operant conditioning.
In Grand Theft Auto, the backgrounds
and appearances of opponents may differ
from time to time, but the process is always
the same. Someone will appear on screen
and the player will shoot the person. The
conditioning in Grand Theft Auto and other
games like it is almost solely visual and
reactive. Risk, on the other hand, involves
conditioning children in a cognitive manner. They are being put into situations in
which they must solve a problem in order
to be successful. It’s not only the extreme
violence of some shoot ‘em up games that
makes them detrimental to children; it is
their repetitiveness and the ways in which
they restrict children’s agency.
With video games a child made a
choice by deciding to play the game itself.
Once that initial choice is made, they
make no other choices in terms of what
they encounter during actual game-play.
In many videogames, most aspects of the

game are constructed,
packaged, and delivered
to the player.
In contrast, board
games present players with a structure in
which children looking
to test their developing
sense of agency can
make decisions about
nearly every aspect
of the game. In video
games, your actions
are generally tied to
the narrative, most
decisions are made
for you and tasks are
completed in a one-ata-time manner.
Young people
utilize combat fantasies as a means of
testing their strength.
These types of violent fantasies allow children to access
their emotions, control anxieties, and
calm themselves in the presence of actual
violence. The best way that this strength in
the face of violence can be built is through
visual storytelling. As social scientist Jones
states, “Visual storytelling unlocks the
images they’ve stored up from cartoons,
movies, and video games and helps them
make more sense of the media-transmitted
stories that ﬁll their environments.” Rather
than provide children with a way to explore
the violent images that they encounter on a
day-to-day basis, video games simply add
to this pile of imagery. Video games restrict
emotional access and prolong the process
of emotional exploration. Board games on
the other hand, provide an opportunity for
children to explore their emotions.
Violence exists in our society. It would
be a dangerous thing to deny this fact to
children; it would be a denial of reality.
There is, however, no need to force violence on children simply because it exists.
Rather, children should be encouraged
to engage in games that offer a broader
palette from which they can explore their

continued on page 10
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ONONDAGA LAND RIGHTS
& Our Common Future II
bringing together the Central New York community, Syracuse University, SUNY ESF, Le Moyne College,
Empire State College, Onondaga Community College and seven other colleges

Monday, April 5: Lacrosse:

The Creator’s Game

features Onondaga Faithkeeper and All-American lacrosse goalie Oren Lyons and former SU
player and coach Roy Simmons, Jr.

Monday, April 19: Sacred

Waters: Onondaga Lake and Creek

with Onondaga Chief Jake Edwards, Seneca scientist Henry Lickers and a panel of community
respondents (County Executive Joanie Mahoney, Syracuse Director of Planning and Sustainability
Andrew Maxwell, SUNY ESF President Neil Murphy and Environmental Scientist Meredith Perreault)

Monday, April 26: Sacred

Waters II: The Danger of Hydrofracking

with Ithaca environmental attorney Helen Slottje and Onondaga Nation teacher Denise Waterman (Oneida)
Programs begin at 7 pm at Syracuse Stage, 820 E. Genesee St. and are followed by a reception and
discussion groups. For more information, contact Andy, 472-5478 or see peacecouncil.net/noon
Free Admission
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Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot
Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and
Socially Responsible Investing
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Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066
315-637-5153 800-318-9780

Web: hansenadvisory.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
Member FINRA & SIPC

WHERE YOUR INCOME TAX
MONEY REALLY GOES
U.S. FEDERAL BUDGET 2011 FISCAL YEAR

Non-MILITARY: 52%

Total Outlays

AND

$1,547 BILLION

(Federal Funds)

$2,945 Billion
$241
BILLION

38%
HUMAN
RESOURCES

$1,134
BILLION
• Health/Human Services
• Soc. Sec.Administration
• Education Dept.
• Food/Nutrition programs
• Housing & Urban Dev.
• Labor Dept.
• Tax Credits (lower incomes)
• other human resources

8%
GENERAL
GOVERNMENT
6% PHYSICAL
RESOURCES

$522

18%
PAST
MILITARY

$159
billion
for wars
in Iraq,
Afghanistan,
Pakistan

BILLION
• Veterans’ Benefits
$123 billion
• Interest on national
debt $399 billion (80%
est. to be created by
military spending)

MILITARY: 48%

AND

HOW THESE FIGURES
WERE DETERMINED

$171
BILLION
• Agriculture
• Interior
• Transportation
• Homeland Security (42%)
• HUD
• Commerce
• Energy (non-military)
• Environmental Protection
• Nat. Science Fdtn.
• Army Corps Engineers
• Fed. Comm. Commission
• other physical resources

$876

$1,398 BILLION

urrent military” includes Dept. of
Defense ($721 billion) and the military
portion from other departments as noted in
current military box above ($155 billion). “Past
military” represents veterans’ benefits plus 80%
of the interest on the debt.* For further explanation, please go to www.warresisters.org.
These figures are from an analysis of
detailed tables in the Analytical Perspectives
book of the Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2011. The figures are federal
funds, which do not include trust funds — such
as Social Security — that are raised and spent
separately from income taxes. What you pay (or
don’t pay) by April 15, 2010, goes to the federal
funds portion of the budget. The government
practice of combining Trust and Federal funds
began during the Vietnam War, thus making the

“C

30%
CURRENT
includes
MILITARY

• Treasury, incl. 20% Interest on debt ($100B)
• Government personnel
• Justice Dept.
• State Dept. (partial)
• International Affairs
• NASA (50%)
• Judicial
• Legislative
• Allowances (proposals)
• other general govt.

human needs portion of the budget seem
larger and the military portion smaller.

*analysis includes non-DoD activity based on
coding and on the military nature of the
activity, such as armed agents on flights,
border control, DoD space flights, etc.

*Analysts differ on how much of the debt stems from the military; other groups estimate 50% to 60%. We use 80% because we believe if there had been no military spending most
(if not all) of the national debt would have been eliminated.

The Government’s Deception
The pie chart (right) is the government view of
the budget. This is a distortion of how our
income tax dollars are spent because it
includes Trust Funds (e.g., Social Security), and
the expenses of past military spending are not
distinguished from nonmilitary spending. For a
more accurate representation of how your
Federal income tax dollar is really spent, see
the large graph.
Source: 1040 Forms and Instructions 2009,
Federal Outlays for FY 2008

BILLION

Total Outlays DoD $721 billion:
• Military Personnel $159 billion
• Operation & Maint. $319 billion
• Procurement $141 billion
• Research & Dev. $78 billion
• Construction $19 billion
• Family Housing $3 billion
• DoD misc. $2 billion
Non-DoD military spending includes*:
• Retiree Pay/Healthcare $65 billion
• DoE nuke weapons/clean up $20 billion
• NASA (50%) $9 billion
• International Security $15 billion
• Homeland Secur. (defense) $40 billion
• State Dept. (partial) $7 billion
• FBI military $4 billion
• Intrafund transfers -$5 billion

Social Security,
Medicare,
retirement
37%

Social
programs
20%

Net
interest
8%
Physical, human,
community
development
9%

Law
enforcement,
gen. gov. 2%

National
defense,
veterans,
foreign affairs
24%

339 Lafayette Street • NY, NY 10012 • 212-228-0450 • www.warresisters.org
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Training vs. Play / from page 7

SPC in Action / from page 4

own feelings and emotions. If children
play war or ﬁre pretend guns, it does not
mean that they are going to grow up to
be violent people, it just means that they
are exploring reality. The beauty of board
games like Risk is that they allow children
to draw the line in terms of violence where
they see ﬁt. Popular shoot ‘em up games
like Grand Theft Auto force visuals and
thought processes on children.
Board games serve to reinforce a child’s
growing sense of agency. In supporting this
stage of development, one key to promoting
healthy play in our high-tech world is for
parents to become more knowledgeable
about the games their children prefer and
to engage them in discussions about these
games. In the face of commercial and peer
pressures parents can help by leading children away from games that impose more
and more violent imagery on them, and
instead guide them toward those which will
allow them to further examine the images
they have already encountered.

an Albany gathering to honor David’s four
plus decades of activism,
Sallie Guyder “The Viet Nam
Mike Poirier
Secretary
Customer Service
War raged and The Peace Council exploded
in growth andMaintaining
inﬂuence.
By 1972 there
a 60-lb.
Manager
were ﬁve staff people, a new ofﬁce building
on
Burnet
Avenue
Loss for and
Over 3over
Years 20 functionLost 90 lbs.
ing committees. It was the committee system that David created and nurtured which
brought people into the organization, gave them meaningful antiwar work, and built
an infrastructure that supported increasingly effective and widespread work.” In the
1980s, David and his wife Maud contributed periodic articles about Korea, where they
worked for several years before settling in the Capital District.

Hypnosis Improves Things!

Facilitation Workshop Draws Crowd

The opportunity to improve our facilitation skills drew 18 people to SPC for a skillbuilding workshop on March
10. The novice and experienced facilitators who attended
• WEIGHT LOSS • NICOTINE • STRESS •
found it a good chance to• Addiction
learn. We
hope
to •do
more
workshops,
and perhaps
repeat
• Coping
• Anxiety
Phobias
• Depression
• Anger • Birthing
• Fertility • Habits
Don’t
see your
here? Call andat
ask.peacecouncil.net/
this one if there is sufﬁcient interest. You
can
ﬁndproblem
the handouts
skills. Contact Jessica.

SPC Community Updates

SPC activists Mayer Shevin and Brent Bleier both celebrated 60th birthdays in the past
month. May you have many more years of peace and justice-making ahead of you both!
Longtime SPC supporter and PNL distributor in the Skaneateles-Jordan area for the
past several years Ed Kendrick passed away on March 6. A month before his death,
Ed sent us a note saying he regretted having to stop his distribution work “as it was a
pleasure to do my little bit for peace.” Send your updates to Andy.

(315) 432-1514

Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
AlternativeHypnosisNY.com • 6320 Fly Rd., E. Syracuse

Upcoming Shows at
May Memorial UU Society

(800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)

Cheryl Wheeler

Hypnosis Improves Things!
Mike Poirier
Customer Service
Manager
Lost 90 lbs.

Sallie Guyder
Secretary
Maintaining a 60-lb.
Loss for Over 3 Years

Apr. 16 / Major star of the modernfolk circuit in her Folkus debut. Alternately hilarious and heart-breaking.
(Funded in part by the Decentralization grant program of the
Cultural Resources Council and New York State Council on the Arts.)

Long Time
Courting
May 7 / Traditional ballads, jigs, and reels, with
strings and rich harmonies.
Above start at 8 p.m. Info at

www.folkus.org

Also, Second
Saturday Series
at the Westcott
Community
Center: Chuck
Brodsky (Apr.
10), Any Gal-

latin and Still-

waters (May 8)
Words and Music
Songwriter Series
at Jazz Central:

Ryan Fitzsimmons (Apr. 22)

Folkus
The

Project of Central New York
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• WEIGHT LOSS •
• NICOTINE •
• STRESS •

• Addiction • Coping • Anxiety •
• Phobias • Depression • Anger •
• Birthing • Fertility • Habits •
Don’t see your problem here?
Call and ask.

(315) 432-1514

Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
AlternativeHypnosisNY.com • 6320 Fly Rd., E. Syracuse

Drones: SPC’s Letters to Base Commander
Unmanned reaper drone aircraft, which
have been piloted from Syracuse’s NY Air
National Guard Base since fall, 2010, are
ﬂying missions in Afghanistan. In response,
SPC organized a regional anti-drones
demonstration last November. At its conclusion, we delivered a letter to the base
expressing our opposition to the drones.
The base commander never responded
to us directly, but was later quoted in the
Post Standard about his concerns about
protests. In March we sent a follow up
letter by certiﬁed mail.
Both letters are reprinted here in the
hope that they will stimulate you to add
your voice. Please write to:
Col. Kevin W. Bradley, 174th Flight
Wing Commander
New York Air National Guard Base
Hancock International Airport
Syracuse, New York
November 15, 2009

The Reaper assassinations and bombings
– with their high rate of civilian “collateral
damage” – generate enormous resentment
in the highly volatile Afghanistan/Pakistan
region, a region hosting nuclear weapons
facilities. We believe that that resentment
– in both the short and long run – will
outweigh any tactical advantage derived
from assassinating presumed Taliban or Al
Qaeda militants. Indeed, it’s a resentment
that spikes recruitment and may spawn
decades of retaliation.
Like you, we do not wish US military

ﬁghting? After all, doesn’t our own State
Department deﬁne “terrorism” as the killing
of civilians for political purposes?
We believe that problems between
nations and other political entities must be
solved peaceably. Respectfully enlisting
the support of other powers interested in
regional stability, our peace-seeking must
be marked by due process, negotiation
diplomacy and cooperation. Violence only
spawns more violence.
Col. Bradley, we come to your doorstep
to urge you to reﬂect on your own role – and
that of those both above and below
you in the chain of command – in
facilitating Reaper drone violence.
We ask that you examine your
conscience. We ask that you not
– drone-like – obey orders regardless
of the havoc they wreak. Further, we
ask you not to play an avenging God
with the innocent lives of others.
We ask that you do something
remarkably courageous: that you do
your utmost to inﬂuence your “superiors” to remove the Reaper from our
midst, from the US arsenal entirely,
and to stop using the Reaper to kill
more of our fellow human beings.

Dear Col. Bradley:
As concerned New Yorkers we converge
today at the entrance of the NY Air
National Guard base on the outskirts of
Syracuse. We are protesting the presence
of unmanned Reaper drone aircraft here
March 15, 2010
– and in our midst.
As someone who no doubt has spent
Dear Col. Bradley:
his career believing he is dutifully serving
On November 15, the Syracuse Peace
the security and best interests of the United
Council delivered a letter for you at
States, you may not understand why we asthe main gate of Hancock Air Base.
semble at your doorstep. Let us explain.
That letter was signed by many of
Based on reports in the Syracuse Postthe scores of civilians from across
Standard over the past year, we understand An enlarged version of the letter to Col. Bradley, signed
New York State who peaceably
that this Air National Guard base will be by scores of people, was delivered to the base on
assembled there that afternoon to
training Reaper “pilots.” We further under- November 15. Photo: Kimberley McCoy
protest the hunter/killer Reaper drone
stand that in time these pilots, sitting here
in our midst.
before computer screens, will control Reaper pilots to face needless risk. But their proOur
hope that day was that you might
tection
lies
not
in
using
mindless,
amoral
drones in the skies over Iraq, Afghanistan
and Pakistan. From those skies the Reaper, new technologies to do their deadly work. meet with us personally. Instead of our
using Hellﬁre missiles, will assassinate those Their safety lies in ending the US war on being able to give you our letter personally, a uniformed security ofﬁcer outside
whom informers claim are resisting the US this region.
Neither do we want Central New York the main gate took it. We do not know
invasion and occupation of the region.
For reasons of both security and morality, to face needless risk – the risk of retalia- whether she relayed our letter to you. But
the Syracuse Peace Council opposes such tion. We do not want Central New York to “just in case,” we then also sent you a copy
invasion and occupation. We also oppose become part of the global battleﬁeld. We via US mail.
Colonel Bradley, we have yet to receive
such rogue assassination – i.e. execution do not want Central New York tainted with
with no judicial due process. Further, we complicity in murder – indeed in some your reply. Your apparent unwillingness to
communicate suggests that the opinions and
oppose the piloting of the Reaper from a cases, mass murder.
Thanks to the Reaper assassination security of civilians – whether “over there”
base in our “backyard” (see “Drones and
Dishonor in Central New York,” October campaign hundreds of civilians have been
’09 Peace Newsletter, peacecouncil.net/ killed. How is such killing to be distinguished
continued on next page
from the terrorism the US claims to be
pnl/09/788/788drones.htm)
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Drones Letters / from previous page
or here – may not be of much interest to
you. In light of the exceedingly high rate
of civilian drone victims in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, this concerns us. We ﬁnd
ourselves wondering if you have lost touch
with what – in our view – is the military’s
overarching responsibility and justiﬁcation: to defend.
We ﬁnd ourselves wondering if you
see yourself as part of the community
that surrounds Hancock and that provides
Hancock with many of its personnel...and
that may one day be subject to reprisal.
Our concern has been compounded by
remarks and actions attributed to you in
a December 18, 2009, page 1 lead story
by Syracuse Post-Standard staff writer,
Dave Tobin.
Tobin refers to “what the unit commander says are worries of threats and
harassment of Syracuse-area members of
the 174th and their families here” (italics
added). Tobin then quotes you as saying,
“With the increase in the amount of protests
at the front gate as well as around the country, the spike in violence against people in
uniform, that’s cause for concern.”
Your language, sir, leads us to wonder if
you are familiar with the First Amendment
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of the US Constitution.
That document which
presumably you took an
oath to defend explicitly
sets forth “…the right
of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to
petition the Government for redress of
grievances.”
We further wonder if you have any
familiarity with peace
and justice activists in
general and with the
Syracuse Peace Council Ellen Grady joins scores of others who signed the enlarged version of the
letter to Col. Bradley, which was delivered to the base on November 15,
in particular. SPC has 2009. Photo: Kimberley McCoy
been a voice for peace
and social justice since 1936. As far as “educate, agitate and organize” – we do
we know the Peace Council is the oldest, not harass. Your own domestic security
independent local grassroots peace and sources can conﬁrm this for you.
Given what may be misconceptions
justice organization in the United States.
It is – and always has been – committed to – on both sides – between us, we encournonviolence. Our Statement of Purpose can age you to get to know us better. One way
to begin doing that would be to respond
be found at www.peacecouncil.net.
Let us be very clear: the Peace Council to our correspondence and to share some
in its 75 years in our community – and of your perspectives. We offer you the
its allied group, Peace Action of Central opportunity to help us better understand
New York – have an unblemished record how things look from where you stand.
for nonviolence. Our peace community is We believe this could be illuminating to
no threat to you or to your personnel. We everyone concerned.

Nancy Gwin Says, “Close the SOA”
Local activist Nancy Gwin is serving six
months in federal prison for her nonviolent
actions to close the SOA/WHINSEC. The
School of the Americas is a US Army training school for Latin American soldiers;
many graduates have been responsible for
atrocities in their home countries. Excerpts
of her January 25, 2010 trial statement are
provided here.
Your Honor, I’ve brought a woven fabric, a
tapestry from Guatemala, with me today to
remind those in the courtroom of the beauty
of the people of Latin America, of their
gifts. And, this weaving is also a reminder
of what violence does to beauty.
My name is Nancy Gwin. I was born
in Nebraska, growing up in a small town
there. My home is now Syracuse, New York.
I wish to speak to you of my journey to the
prayer vigil to close the SOA/WHINSEC
on Sunday, November 22, 2009.
I am a war orphan – my father, Boyd
Gwin is MIA in North Korea, an Air Force/
National Air Guard Pilot whose plane was
shot down in January, 1953. I am a peace
activist in my father’s honor. As a young
woman I committed to do what I could in
my lifetime to make real the strong statement, “No more war orphans, no more
widows or Gold Star mothers.”
Many veterans are working to close
the SOA/WHINSEC. I like to think I stand
with them and understand the indignity of
knowing such a training school exists within
the United States Armed Forces.
I have been to El Mozote in El Salvador,
walked on the grounds where people were
massacred and visited the small museum
there. Graduates of the SOA, Salvadoran
armed forces trained by US military, killed
at least 1000 civilians at El Mozote. It is
estimated that 130 were children under
the age of twelve. I have a granddaughter
who will turn twelve this week.
Your Honor, I am a person of faith, a
church woman. My faith tradition is the
United Church of Christ, although I have
great respect for other religious traditions.
I have journeyed to other countries in Latin
America to interface with the people, to
witness the impact of the economic and
foreign policies of the United States ﬁrst
hand.
The United Church of Christ has adopted
a Resolution “Calling for the Close of the
US Army School of the Americas.” I quote:

Nancy spoke at SPC’s January program on “Nonviolent Direct Action: What We Really Learned from
MLK.” The photos on the wall are mug shots of Freedom Riders, part of ArtRage’s Breach of Peace
exhibit; Nancy is holding a postcard about the SOA. Photo: Rami Maalouf

“Whereas it has been established that people
of faith, working in solidarity with people
of Central America, have been murdered
by soldiers trained at the SOA, namely
those responsible for the assassinations
of Archbishop Oscar Romero, the four
North American church women, the six
Jesuit priests, their Housekeeper and her
daughter, all in El Salvador; . . .
“Be it further resolved that the Twentyﬁrst General Synod endorses continued
efforts by the SOA Watch in Ft. Benning,
Georgia, Washington, DC and local Central
American solidarity organizations across
the country, to push for closing the School
of the Americas; . . .”
I visited Acteal, Mexico where fortyﬁve Catholic indigenous people, including ﬁfteen children, gathered at a prayer
meeting were massacred on December 27,
1997. They were members of the paciﬁst
group, “Las Abejas.” Mexican graduates
of the SOA/WHINSEC have played an
active role in the civilian-targeted warfare
in their country.
Your Honor, I treasure the ideal of a
truly democratic process where a person
may decide to run for elected ofﬁce and
cast an unfettered vote for the candidate
of his or her choice. I have served as an
International Election Observer, trained
and certiﬁed, in elections in Nicaragua, El
Salvador and Haiti, and witnessed people
there working hard to assure fair and free
elections; to revitalize democracy.

I was not surprised to learn that the
general, Gen. Romeo Vasquez Velasquez,
who led the coup in Honduras on June
28, 2009 which overthrew democratically elected President Manuel Zelaya,
is a two-time graduate of the SOA. This
institution, funded by our tax dollars, has
trained thousands of coup leaders and human rights abusers. This coup happened
only seven short months ago. Thousands
of people in Honduras have been resisting
while the SOA/WHINSEC continues to
train Honduran ofﬁcers.
The SOA/WHINSEC has in the past
and continues to train in low-intensity
conﬂict; in counter-insurgency warfare
against the poor, the laborers, the teachers,
and union-organizers. The SOA/WHINSEC
continues to send military ofﬁcers from
Latin America back to their homelands to
use tactics and policies which result in war
orphans, widows and Gold Star mothers.
I have always loved, been intrigued
by the Spanish verb “esperar.” It translates
both “to hope” and “to wait.”
Your Honor, I have worked hard to
educate my elected ofﬁcials on the urgency of closing the SOA/WHINSEC,
investigating its operations, and changing
the foreign policies which underpin it. It is
past time to send a message to our brothers
and sisters in Latin America that we are
ready for change, for right relations, for
new beginnings. Sometimes waiting and
hoping are not enough.
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SEAMUS HEANEY
Seamus Heaney, winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1995, has
been called the most important Irish poet since William Butler Yeats. His
writing career began at Queen’s University in Belfast, where he published
work in the university magazines under the pseudonym Incertus. Heaney
co-founded Field Day Publishing in 1983. He taught and served as a
department head at Carysfort College in Dublin, and was, at various
stages in his career, a visiting professor, Boylston Professor of Rhetoric
and Oratory, and the Ralph Waldo Emerson Writer-In-Residence at Harvard
University. He was Professor of Poetry at Oxford University from 1989-94.
Heaney’s most recent publications include a translation of Beowulf (2000),
Diary of One Who Vanished (2000), Opened Ground (1998) and Electric
Light (2001) and Finders Keepers: Selected Prose 1971-2001, a collection of
essays. His newest collection of poetry, District and Circle, was published
in 2006. This year, Farrar, Straus and Giroux published Stepping Stones:
Interviews with Seamus Heaney by Dennis O’Driscoll.

Seamus Heaney

nobel laureate in literature, poet, translator and essayist
Selected Poems and Preoccupations
April 13, 2010*
7:30 pm, Hendricks Chapel
Sponsored in cooperation with Syracuse University Humanities Center.

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Ofﬁce of Academic Affairs
for more information:
315-443-2941
eegray@syr.edu
lectures.syr.edu
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Mixed Sources

Product group from well-managed
forest and recycled wood or ﬁber
www.fsc.og Cert. no. xx-xxx-xxxx
© 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is
available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

Shouldn’t Earth Day be Every Day?
The ﬁrst Earth Day was held in 1970;
20 million participated! Senator Gaylord
Nelson, the founder of Earth Day, claimed
it took more than eight years for the idea
to become a reality. His goal was to shed
light on environmental issues relevant to
our lives, concerns which many Americans, politicians and citizens alike, did not
deem newsworthy. In 1963 the
ﬁrst step of his operation
began. President Kennedy was persuaded to
embark upon a state
conservation tour.
When Kennedy’s tour
did not generate enough
attention Senator Nelson
took matters into his own
hands. He traveled across
the country to publicize
his cause to the American
people.
Nelson found that the
American people were
indeed interested in the
cause, but the politicians
did not share this interest.
Six years later the Senator came up with the idea
for Earth Day, a grassroots
shout against harm to the
environment. At this time,
during the Vietnam War,
there was a lot of energy on the ground to
motivate and organize people. Here was
an opportunity to tap into this energy for
change. To describe the commitment of
the American people to the ﬁrst Earth Day,
Senator Gaylord stated,
“We had neither the time nor resources
to organize 20 million demonstrators
and the thousands of schools and local
communities that participated. That was
the remarkable thing about Earth Day. It
organized itself.”
Gaylord’s idea of a day dedicated solely
Alisia, a business student at SUNY Oswego,
has a passion for sustainability issues and
the importance of getting out there and doing
something. Katherine is an environmental
activist who wants to help save the environment before it’s too late.

to recognizing the environmental issues
plaguing our earth led to the creation of
government agencies and laws to promote
and enforce environmental sustainability.
The Environmental Protection Agency was
founded the same year as the ﬁrst Earth Day
celebration. Congress amended the Clean
Air Act to set national air quality, auto
emission, and anti-pollution standards.

back burner when the celebration is done.
Okay, we’ve taken care of the earth for
a day, now let’s get back to our normal
lives. The simple but profound reason
the earth is in the shape it is today is that
we haven’t paid enough attention to the
environment and sustainability. We
take our
home for granted 364 days
a y e a r,
and we fool ourselves
that with
one day of celebration
and
stewardship everything
is
all better. This doesn’t
work. The one-day event
doesn’t create enough yearlong awareness to stop the
rising number of greenhouse
gas emissions. It doesn’t stop
our polar ice caps melting,
sea levels rising, freshwater
disappearing and mass extinctions occurring. While
the purpose of the day, as
Sen. Gaylord designed
it, is to educate and
spread awareness, the
one-day focus makes
the true needs seem
less important.
We must shift the
way the general public
connects to nature.
Some positive change
is slowly happening as
more nonproﬁt environmental groups spread the
message of the importance
of having earth day every day. National
Geographic has lesson plans for teachers; the Wilderness Society, the EPA,
earthdayeveryday.org all have educational
resources that focus on the importance of
daily earth awareness rather than once-ayear events.
Earth Day still serves its original purpose
by getting lots of people to think, however
brieﬂy, about the environment. It also results
in airtime on major media outlets for lots
of scientists bringing the message to many
people. The shift that we need now is to
have this happen every day. If we can get
more than 20 million people to think about
the environment for one day out of the year,
why couldn’t we get one million people
doing something 365 days of the year?
Let us remind ourselves as we celebrate
the fortieth anniversary of Earth Day that
every day should be earth day.
Graphic: radicalgraphics.org

Alisia Engle and
Katherine Raymond

Today, schools and communities all
over the country celebrate Earth Day with
some sort of awareness event. Science
classes are cancelled and students go on a
ﬁeld trip to a nature preserve. Often, there
will be a school assembly or gathering to
celebrate the earth and do school-wide
clean-ups. The two or three weeks before
the actual day, teachers, students and community organizations spend time preparing
their presentations or activities for Earth
Day. The day comes and everyone has a
great time celebrating the earth. The next
day, however, the excitement dissipates
because the planning is ﬁnished and the
event is over. Within a week most of us
forget all about Earth Day; we go back to
our usual habits, recycling or not, perhaps
picking up trash or not.
The problem with the hype around
Earth Day is that the earth goes on the
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