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Choose a
Nuclear
FREE
World

Nuclear Abolition:
Eliminating Both Weapons and Power
Diane Swords
“…nonproliferation policy depends ﬁrst on the very assumption Iraq has just disproved: that the atom can be split into two
roles…offering nuclear power without spreading bombs. In fact,
the atom is atomic, indivisible.”
Amory and Hunter Lovins wrote this of Reagan’s policy in the
1981 LA Times. We can now add North Korea, India, Pakistan,
Israel and possibly Iran to the list of countries that disprove the
splitting of power and bombs. These countries all developed
nuclear weapons from civilian programs for nuclear power that
they obtained with US assistance. US nuclear policy is not and
never has been based in reality: it is simply not possible to spread
nuclear power without spreading weapons capability. According
to French nuclear physicist Dominique Lalanne, nuclear power
“is just a way to prepare for a military use of nuclear technology. A lot of other technologies exist for producing electricity
or heat, including wind and solar devices.”

The Obama Administration and the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
President Obama’s actions contradict his rhetoric. He has made
wonderful statements about abolishing nuclear weapons, leading activists to hope for responsiveness. Before his election his
website stated that “before an expansion of nuclear power is
considered, key issues must be addressed, including: security of
nuclear fuel and waste, waste storage, and proliferation.” As a
Senator, he introduced legislation, also published on his website,
in the US Senate “to establish guidelines for tracking, controlling
and accounting for spent fuel at nuclear power plants.” He also
worked “to prevent international nuclear material from falling
into terrorist hands abroad.” Yet although none of these issues
have been solved, he now actively promotes nuclear power,
handing out $54.5 billion in government-backed loans to the US
nuclear industry. Further, he requested $80 billion to “upgrade

continued on page 7
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Educating ourselves and the community
about gas drilling
Promoting a safe, healthy
and clean environment

www.gdacc.wordpress.com
Contact us: gdacc.cortland@gmail.com

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Andy Mager

First SummerCrafts
a Great Success

SPC had a great weekend of crafts, jazz and
festivity at the ﬁrst-ever SummerCrafts at
JazzFest. Braving the winds of OCC, 36
craftspeople joined us to sell handmade
clothing, paintings and prints, jewelry,
ceramics and self-published books. SPC’s
display exposed hundreds of new folks to
our politics through the scores of buttons
covering our tables. Despite a few ﬁrst-year
bumps, organizers, vendors and visitors
agreed SummerCrafts was a success, and
with a few adjustments we know next year’s
event will be a summer highlight. SPC
earned over $3500 for our efforts. Special
thanks to JazzFest coordinator Frank Malﬁtano, SPC internAmelia Ramsey-Lefevre
and SPC activists Lanny Freshman, Rae
Kramer, Wendy Yost, Stephanie Leeds and
Barb Kobritz.

Remember Hiroshima
& Nagasaki: Demand a
Nuclear-Free World

SPC and Peace Action are
organizing commemorations of the US atomic
bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki 65 years
ago. On Wednesday, August 4 at 7 pm
we’re sponsoring an Interfaith Vigil for
Peace and a Lantern Floating at the Everson
Museum. Then on Friday, August 6, please
join us for our annual dramatic procession
to remember the dead and demand the
abolition of nuclear power and weapons
(see article on cover). We’ll gather at 11:30
am near City Hall (215 E. Washington
St.); please join us, wearing white or light
colored clothing. Contact Carol.
Throughout the summer, we have been
offering workshops to youth, focusing on
the Sadako story and paper crane making. If you know of groups who would be
interested, contact Carol.

We’ll Miss You Frank
Oren Lyons, Phil Arnold, Roy
(and carry on)Simmons, Jr. and Jim Ridlon

spoke about the Haudenosaunee
SPC activists were stunned
to
Roots of Lacrosse to nearly 600
learn on July 5 that Frankpeople
Woo- at Syracuse Stage (April
lever had passed away suddenly,
5) as part of the Onondaga Land
following a stroke. Young
Rightsat& Our Common Future
series. Photo: Elisa Iribarne
heart and very physically-active
at the age of 77, Frank was a
stellar activist in diverse movements over many decades. A
former priest, Frank’s Catholic
faith was a key motivation of
his passionate commitment to
justice and peace. He was one
of those rare activists who both
retained a clear radical vision,
yet worked effectively with
people in the mainstream. Frank
was widely respected in the
Central New York community
and will be deeply missed. SPC
is creating a tribute for Frank on
our website. See peacecouncil. Beloved local activist Frank Woolever participating in the
net/FrankWoolever to read the annual Hiroshima Day Procession. Frank died suddenly on
thoughts of others and to add July 5. Photo: Paul Pearce

your own tributes and recollections of this
dear man. SPC sends our condolences to
Meme and their children and pledges to
carry on the work that was at the heart of
Frank’s life.

SPC Youth Outreach

The Israeli attack on the humanitarian flotilla
to Gaza drew over 40 people to an emergency
response demonstration on June 2 at the
Federal Building. On July 11, CNY Working for
a Just Peace in Palestine and Israel organized
a benefit dinner for the Israeli Committee
Against House Demolitions, an organization
which has supported Palestinian activists and
families and provided insightful analysis about
the occupation. CNY Working will table at the
Middle Eastern Festival, July 16-18 at St. Elias
Church on Onondaga Hill. Contact Andy.

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday, 10am – 5pm
STAFF & INTERN EMAIL ADDRESSES

Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net

At the end of the school year, SPC’s Youth
and Militarism committee spoke about youth
activism and social movements in six high
school Participation in Government classes
(see p. 5 for more of this past year’s activities). We hope to build on that model this
summer by offering workshops on youth
activism and nonviolent conﬂict resolution,
encouraging young people to think critically
and become active in their communities.
We will also meet with some progressive
local educators to help us evaluate our
work in the schools this year and plan for
next. Contact Andy or Jessica.

SPC Goes to the State Fair

We are psyched to bring our anti-war message
to the NYS Fair and need your help.

continued on next page
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SPC in Action / from previous page
• Binghamton’s Local Cost of the War
Sign. We’re borrowing Broome County
Peace Action’s electronic Cost of the
War sign from mid August through
September. We want to attach it to a
vehicle and drive it in State Fair trafﬁc. So we’re looking for a generator,
trucks and a programmer. Can you lend
a hand?
• Dramatic Tableau. We’re planning a
tableau (stationary street theater) on
the effects of reaper drones. We’ll be
at the Fair a few hours each day for all
12 days, so will need lots of people to
participate in the tableau, hold signs
and/or drive us there. Also needed are
people who can create a replica of a
drone. Contact Carol.

SPC Goes to National
Peace Conference

and protect burial grounds. Many in the
audience were shocked to learn that New
York State is one of only three states which
does not protect unmarked graves. For full
reports on these and the other past events
and the fall schedule, see peacecouncil.
net/noon.

Peace Council Calling

SPC’s annual phonathon is set for July 28-29
and August 18. If you haven’t contributed
in the past several months, we’ll call with
an update about SPC’s activities and seek
your ﬁnancial support and feedback on our
work. We’d welcome help making phone
calls, providing administrative support and
food for the callers. Contact Andy.

NOON Experiences Joy
and Sadness

Activity remains high in Neighbors of the
Onondaga Nation, with the past month
including both signiﬁcant joy and sadness.
In early July, Congressmember Maffei
and Senator Gillibrand introduced The

From July 23-25, the United National Antiwar Conference is organizing a Bring the
Troops Home Now! Conference
in Albany, NY. Friday evening
features a panel discussion on
“Strategies and Tactics in the
Struggle to End the Empire’s
Wars and Occupations;” Saturday will include keynote
speakers (Noam Chomsky and
Donna Dewitt), workshops,
panels and discussions; and on
Sunday we’ll discuss an action
proposal.
At least two carloads of
SPC folks are planning to
attend – some for the entire
weekend, others for Saturday
only. Please join us. The registration fee is negotiable and
free housing is available. See
nationalpeaceconference.org Activists rally downtown to call for the NYS Senate to pass a
moratorium on the dangerious practice of hydrofracking.
or contact Carol.

Onondaga Land Rights
Series Update

On July 12, Onondaga Chief Irving Powless, Jr. and historian Robert W. Venables
spoke about “The Two Row Wampum and
the Covenant Chain of Treaties” as the
eighth event in the Onondaga Land Rights
& Our Common Futures series. In June,
Seneca artist and activist Peter Jemison
and archaeologist Jack Rossen described
the struggles to reclaim cultural artifacts
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Onondaga Lake Restoration Act into the
US House and Senate. If passed, this will
alter the way lake clean up and restoration
proceeds, making the Onondaga Nation a
key decision-maker. Onondaga Faithkeeper
Oren Lyons described it this way, “we’ve
got our paddle in the water now.”
We were greatly saddened to hear of the
passing of longtime clan mother Dorothy
Webster, a devoted friend of NOON and
SPC. Plowshares Craftsfair attenders will
remember her beaded jewelry and gentle

Weekly Peace Outreach
No one else is going to end these
wars...it’s up to us. Contact Ed or
Ann, 478-4571.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
July 20 E. Genesee St. & Erie Blvd. E.
(Dewitt)
July 27 Hancock Air Base Entrance
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale)
Reaper Drone focus
Aug. 3 Adams St. & Rt. 81 (Downtown)
Aug. 10 Hancock Air Base Entrance
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale)
Reaper Drone focus
Aug. 17 Westcott & E. Genesee Sts.
(Eastside)
Aug. 24 Northern Lights Mall (south
end at Rt. 11 in Mattydale)
Also every Saturday 9-10 am on Park
St. across from the Regional Market.
spirit.Contact Andy.

Activist Appreciation:
Stephanie Leeds

When SummerCrafts dropped into our lap
as a possibility in late May, staff scrambled
to ﬁgure out who might help to make it
work. Stephanie Leeds is one of the people
we turned to. She and Barb Kobritz put in
many hours preparing for SPC’s marketplace at SummerCrafts, as they had done
for Plowshares last fall. A former member
of SPC’s Steering Committee, Stephanie’s
strong sense of responsibility, attention to
detail and analytical mind have all added
greatly to SPC’s success in recent years.
Thank you Stephanie for your many contributions.

Summer Interns

SPC once again has several excellent interns
working with us this summer. Lin Lin Wang
assisted us in May-June with ﬁnancial
analysis, antiwars organizing and paper
crane making. Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre,
a PNL committee member, expanded her
volunteer work to a half-time internship
through August. She was a primary organizer of SPC’s SummerCrafts at Jazzfest,
continues to work on the PNL, puts
together SPC’s weekly e-newsletter and

continued on page 8

Art for Peace: Syracuse Students Speak Out
How do we work for a world without war when there’s violence in our
streets and the military in our schools? Young people need to see alternatives to violence. The peace community needs to be right there with youth,
helping them learn to live the lives they want to live in a peaceful way.
SPC is going to city high schools and talking to students about the military.
We are facilitating discussions among youth about social movements and
asking the question, “How does change really happen?” This spring we
organized the ﬁrst Art for Peace Contest (see winning poetry and poster
submissions on this page). And those are just the highlights! Read more at
peacecouncil.net/MAEP or contact Jessica to get involved: 472-5478.

Julia Schmid
1st Place,
Henninger
High School

- Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre

PEACE
By Wiledja Hines
(1st Place, Corcoran High School)

What does this word really mean?
Does it mean fight and kill each other, because that’s all we ever do.
Or does it mean all different sizes, shapes, and colors getting along?
Why can’t this be?
We fight, we argue, we kill each other.
Why is this going on in this world we call our society?
We should be helping each other,
We are all brothers and sisters.
Why can’t we all get along?
The gangs we are in.
Why are we killing each other?
A little word, or phrase, or simply the color you are wearing.
All this hatred we have in this world is irrelevant.
Imagine living in a world of peace.
How would everything be?
Imagine getting along with someone that was once an enemy and now you
Telling your boys “He a friend of me.“
We all hate people that we don’t even know,
Never seen them before.
Did you even know their name?
All this is crazy.
Once we fight,
Once we kill,
What does this solve?
Does it make anything better?
Why can’t we all just get along?
Let’s make peace.

Peace is Peace
By Mecca Little
(2nd Place, Corcoran High School)
Come to my world
Happiness and fashion
Diamonds and pearls
Full of color
Miracle territory
Wonderland, that means
But it’s so much more.
Light blue skies
No more sighs
When you come to my world
Evertything’s perfect
Because it comes from my eyes.
Love is love
And Peace is peace.
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Seize BP!
Ashley Sauers and Derek Ford
For six weeks, while approximately two
million gallons of oil were spilling daily
into the Gulf of Mexico, the Obama administration sat on its hands. As workers and
entire communities lost their livelihoods,
and the environment and ecosystems of
the Gulf States were devastated, Obama
did little more than equivocate and assign
blame down and outwards.
The administration
was engaged in a careful
balancing act: trying to
placate the outrage of
the people on the one
hand, and to cater to
the interests of big oil
on the other. While
British Petroleum was
spending millions on
ad campaigns, people
all across the country
were mobilizing to
demand that the federal
government seize BP’s
assets and place them
in trust to provide immediate, ongoing, and
unconditional relief to
the workers, communi- Image: seizebp.org
ties, and environment
of the Gulf States.
The government regularly engages in
seizure: they seize the money and property
of people who don’t pay their taxes and
they seize bodies when someone is believed to have violated a law. In the case
of BP, however, the people are demanding that the government seize the assets
of a multinational corporation to protect
the people.
The movement to seize BP quickly
gained momentum. On May 12, there were
demonstrations in over 20 cities. Between
June 4 and June 11, there were actions in
over 50 cities and towns throughout the
country.
As a result of the immense pressure
put on the administration, they had to “do
something” to make it look like they were
standing up to BP. The announcement of
Ashley Sauers and Derek Ford are local
ANSWER (Act Now to Stop War and End
Racism) Coalition organizers.

6 Peace Newsletter July-August 2010

the $20 billion escrow fund on June 16 did
just that. It was a calculated move, which,
according to the headlines and sound bites,
appears to have been effective.
The "escrow account" in 2010, however,
is not $20 billion dollars. BP will put in $5
billion dollars by December 31. Thereafter,
it will have to make installments of $1.25
billion each quarter for the next three years.
So the real number for the escrow account
in 2010 is $5 billion—six months from now

at the earliest. To put this in perspective,
BP has been bringing in between $26 billion and $36 billion annually in proﬁts on
revenue of $250 billion, and pays out more
than $10 billion in dividends yearly.
This means that the necessary money
is not yet available to pay the tens of billions in losses that are real and immediate.
Mortgages, rents, car payments, and student
loans come due every month. Additionally,
workers still have to ﬁle claims and wait in
line for them to be approved. What good
is a payment in six months when your life
is being destroyed today?
We have heard repeatedly that all socalled “legitimate” claims will be paid, which
begs the question: who will determine if
the claim is legitimate? Obama has determined that Kenneth Feinberg, a millionaire
Washington lawyer, will administer the
funds. In 2008, Obama appointed Feinberg
to be the “pay czar,” where he approved
the obscene bonuses doled out to AIG and
other executives who had been bailed out

with hundreds of billions of dollars of tax
payers’ money. It is reasonable to assume
that Feinberg will again side with the billionaires and not the people.
All of the talk about “legitimate” claims
also serves an important purpose: it shifts
the burden of proof from BP to the people
devastated by their criminal negligence. It
turns our attention away from BP’s crimes
against entire communities and ecosystems
and towards a potential group of people that
are expected to defraud
the oil giant.
The Seize BP Campaign is demanding that
BP’s assets be placed
in a trust to be administered by the people
affected by the oil spill.
Included should be Gulf
Coast residents and the
representatives of ﬁshers, shrimpers, crabbers,
unions, small business
people,workers in the
tourism and recreation
industry, local elected
ofﬁcials, clergy, and independent scientists and
environmentalists.
What happens once
the spotlight is off BP?
Out of the public eye, BP will send in their
army of lawyers to ﬁght workers seeking
justice. Remember how those impacted by
the Exxon-Valdez spill waited 15 years for
their compensation, which the Supreme
Court reduced by 90 percent.
While the sound of a $20 billion escrow
account may help placate the outrage of
the nation, it is just that – a way to assuage
the anger without doing anything real. An
immediate sign that exposes the escrow account as spin is that BP’s stock rebounded
dramatically as a result of the announcement.
According to the Washington Post, BP’s
executives seem “to have gotten exactly
what they wanted.”
The so-called escrow account was the
result of a mass movement. An ongoing
movement is required to meet the needs
of the people and to repair the vast damage caused by BP. To get involved and
sign the online petition, visit SeizeBP.org
or email Syracuse@SeizeBP.org. People
over proﬁts!

Nuclear Abolition / from cover
and modernize the nuclear arsenal,” while
his “Nuclear Posture Review” stated that
the US would not expand its nuclear weapons arsenal. According to Greg Mello in a
recent article in The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists, “the White House is requesting
one of the larger increases in warhead spending history.” Mello calls this “preemptive
surrender to nuclear hawks.”
Vincent Harding, close associate of Dr.
Martin Luther King, stated during President
Obama’s inauguration that we must be “the
wind at his back.” There is an upsurge
of people working on this issue. Many
activists, including Central New Yorkers,
attended the May Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) review conference at the
United Nations in New
York City and joined the
voices for abolition.

from many nations, including our own.
These contradictions cause weapons
to spread. Linda Gunter, media and development director for Beyond Nuclear,
holds up India and Iran as exemplifying
the problems with the NPT. India has not
signed the Treaty but is recognized as a
nuclear power, and the US is pleased to
end the moratorium on trade in nuclear
materials with India. However, Iran is a
signatory of the NPT and is being sanctioned for giving the impression that it
might be making nuclear weapons from
its “legitimate” (under the treaty) power
industry. Iraq and North Korea provide
additional examples of this irony: Iraq had
no nuclear weapons and was destroyed by
“pre-emptive” attack. North Korea does
have nuclear weapons, yet is not subject

The Impossible
“Division of the
Atom”
The NPT incorporates this impossible “division of the atom.” While
opposing the spread of
nuclear weapons, and
http://avengingangels.org/New_4.html
calling on countries that
have them to disarm,
to military action. No wonder Iran wants
Article IV states “Nothing in this Treaty
to give the impression of having nuclear
shall be interpreted as affecting the inaliencapability. The responsibility for these
able right of all the Parties to the Treaty
ambiguities seems as much in the hands
to develop… nuclear energy for peaceful
of those who support Article IV as in the
purposes…”. It deﬁes reason to believe
nations named.
that this ﬂaw in logic can be missed by the
signatories. Can anything short of greed
Public Perceptions and Nuclear
and power lust produce this Orwellian
Realities
Doublespeak?
Unfortunately, the review of the Non- The belief that nuclear power is necessary
Proliferation Treaty missed the opportunity and can be kept separate from nuclear
to address this schizophrenic policy. In fact, weapons is also prevalent among the
according to Beyond Nuclear, an organiza- public. Several activists here in Syracuse
tion that advocates for a sustainable and have been collecting signatures on a pedemocratic energy future (beyondnuclear. tition encouraging President Obama to
org), more effort was spent promoting live up to his 2009 Prague speech calling
nuclear power than non-proliferation or for nuclear abolition. When approached
abolition. Even UN Secretary General Ban with the petition, many people indicate
Ki Moon joined this fuzzy thinking, stating: that they won’t sign if nuclear power is
“Advancing the peaceful uses of nuclear included in nuclear abolition. Some activenergy cannot be held hostage to either ists suggest that we therefore should not
disarmament or non-proliferation.” This include nuclear power in efforts to abolish
illogic is echoed by government ofﬁcials weapons because it drives away potential
supporters. I believe we will only abolish
nuclear weapons when we eliminate the
Diane is an anti-nuclear activist and teaches
route that invariably leads to them. Public
in the Intergroup Dialogue Program at
misunderstandings (supported by corporate
Syracuse University.

media and government enmeshed with the
nuclear industry) indicate the urgency of
using alternative media to spread knowledge of the links between nuclear power
and weapons, while promoting alternatives
for security and energy.
The inseparability of nuclear power
and weapons is further illustrated by the
fact that both nuclear weapons and power
plants need uranium, both weapons and
power produce similar forms of pollution
and waste, and both cause the erosion of
democracy. Uranium is mined mainly on
indigenous land, leaving native populations
a legacy of illness and pollution and no
beneﬁts. Africa has many uranium mines,
which have become sites of conﬂict. In
Niger, civil war broke out over uranium
resources. The French company Areva
owns the current mines in
Niger and wishes to open additional ones which threaten
the water supply in the Sahara
Desert. Areva has also signed a
uranium mining contract with
the Democratic Republic of
Congo, where mineral wars
sparked genocide.
While use of a nuclear
bomb would cause irreparable
environmental ruin, nuclear
power plants are already causing illness and environmental
damage. Routine releases of tritium and
other radioactive elements have been
covered up until citizen groups expose
them, as at Vermont Yankee. Both power
and weapons erode democracy and foster
lies, cover-ups and colonial domination.
Lalanne notes that “nuclear is a new way
for ‘advanced’ States to dominate the Third
World, both by offering nuclear power and
by threatening with nuclear weaponry.”
Nuclear power was supposed to be the
silver lining in the mushroom cloud. But it is
more like the smoke in our eyes, preventing
many people from seeing the proliferation
of nuclear weapons that continues to take
place in plain view. It is imperative that we
– as a peace movement – recognize these
links and stop the fantasy.

What can we do?
Activists have repeatedly beaten back
attempts to include subsidies for nuclear
power in the climate bill. As of this writing, there is a renewed effort to put back

continued on next page
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Nuclear Abolition / from previous page
even larger ones. Contact the White House and your Senators
to oppose such subsidies.
Contact President Obama and your representatives. Tell
them to remove nuclear weapons spending from the federal
budget.
The House just passed an emergency funding bill with
$9 billion in nuclear industry loans. Now it goes to the Senate
for reconciliation. The Senate bill did not include these loans.
Write your Senators to oppose adding loans to their bill. Go
to nirs.org for updates.
Establish ongoing correspondence with President Obama
and your representatives. Emphasize the connection between
nuclear power and weapons and urge them to oppose both.
Join Syracuse Peace Council, Peace Action CNY or another
anti-nuclear organization of your choice.

Hiroshima/Nagasaki Commemorations
Please join SPC and Peace Action:
• Interfaith Vigil for Peace and Lantern Floating
Wednesday, August 4, Everson Plaza, 7-8:30 pm
• Dramatic Procession through downtown Syracuse
Friday, August 6, gather at 11:30 am near City Hall
• Paper crane making workshops for children
Throughout July and early August
Carol Baum: 472-5478 or Maryann Zimmerman: 478-7442

SPC in Action / from page 4
is coordinating SPC’s outreach to youth
programs. Nissa Thor, is working with the
Hiroshima and the No Wars committees
and made a new rainbow peace banner for
the Pride Parade. Sam Buchbauer is working with CNY Working to develop new
materials and expand summer outreach.
Erin O’Neill continues her internship with
NOON, coordinating tabling, working on
hydrofracking and more.

Peace…Get there
by Bike!

SPC’s Bikes 4 Peace program held it’s ﬁrst
two free clinics for youth on June 21 and
28 at the Northeast Community Center,
working with over 30 young people to ﬁx
their bikes. We had a record 10 volunteers
at our ﬁrst clinic thanks to an excellent new
volunteer training by the owners of Mello
Velo bike shop. We recycled three donated
bikes that were taken home by the youth
who helped to ﬁx them. On July 12 and 19,
we’ll be in the parking lot of the Spanish
Action League (700 Oswego St.), and on
August 9 and 16 we’ll be ﬁxing bikes in
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Loguen Park (E. Genesee St. and Lexington
Ave.). We still welcome new people to get
involved – in addition to mechanics, we
also need people to sign in youth, to keep
track of tools and supplies and to post ﬂyers
the week before clinics start.

SPC’s Annual Garage Sale
late August

This year’s Garage Sale is at set for Saturday, August 28 (9-5 pm) and Sunday,
August 29 (9-1 pm) at 401 Scottholm Blvd.,
Syracuse. No early birds please!
Drop off donations on Wednesday,
Thursday or Friday of that week from 9
am-9 pm. Items should be in good condition
(no clothes). Call Rae Kramer (445-2840)
to help with set up or stafﬁng the sale.
The Garage Sale is a great way to
recycle things you no longer need and ﬁnd
items you can use at a bargain, plus you’re
helping SPC!

Public Power Update

With assistance from the Syracuse University Law Clinic, a new energy supply
study by engineer Mike Mathis, and new
information from the Alliance for Municipal

Power in the North Country, the Public
Power Coalition (PPC) is now well-positioned to advocate with the new Mayoral
administration. As a ﬁrst step the PPC has
begun meeting with the city’s new director
of Planning and Sustainability. Contact
cnyppc@yahoo.com.

SPC and “Open City”

In the mid-19th Century, Syracuse was
central to the US anti-slavery movement.
Reverend Jermaine Loguen, a local station master in the Underground Railroad,
called Syracuse an “Open City” because
abolitionists openly provided sanctuary
for freedom-seekers.
A group of artists created a space for
three weeks for discussions, workshops
and brainstorming on the question, “Is
Syracuse an Open City today?” SPC
was represented in panel discussions by
Aly Wane, speaking on immigration and
freedom of movement, and Carol Baum,
who addressed freedom of speech as part
of an open city.
Adrienne Allen wrote an article about
the Open City process, which we have
published on our website. Please check it
out at peacecouncil.net.

A First Peak Behind the Curtain of
Greenwashing
Frank Cetera

have done nothing to “green” its operations
except use pretty packaging with earthy
colors and graphics, thus perpetrating a
fraud among consumers. Fortunately, the
Federal Trade Commission is updating its
“Green Guides” (16 C.F.R. Part 260) which
will now provide administrative interpretations of law as it relates to environmental
advertising. These are not actual rules, but
they may result in civil action if deceptive
practices are revealed.
In its simplest manifestation, greenwashing is the act of misleading consumers

“People, Planet, Proﬁts” seems to be rolling
off everyone’s tongues these days when
folks talk about “green” and “sustainable”
business practices. It’s the triple-bottom-line
in case you haven’t heard, and it’s a way
to measure the success of an organization
through social, ecological and economic
indicators. Unfortunately, these are all completely unregulated pieces of terminology
through which an organization or business
can create a ﬁctional PR-related
“greenwashing” nightmare.
Without regulation or even
independent oversight, terms such
as “green” can be used as loosely as
the user intends, or as unwittingly as
the public allows with no recourse
for action or access to the truth. A
prime example comes from the food
justice world and the use of the word
“organic.” Due to the rising popularity of organic food in the 1970s, and
the ensuing decades long free-for-all
over labeling of foods as “organic,”
the USDA published the Certiﬁed
Organic standards in 2002.
Today however, a business
can claim to be green because it
has changed its light bulbs from
incandescent to compact ﬂuorescents,
while still burning those bulbs on Clockwise From Left: Clorox Greenworks Wipes—the only
an unregulated basis. If the busi- Clorox product line to reflect ecological considerations;
BP’s logo—visually sunny and green; Nestle's bird nest
ness or organization has not made logo—can any company selling bottled water be green?
conscious sustainability efforts in Graphic: Frank Cetera
other sectors of its operations, you
can guess the sole motivation behind
regarding the environmental practices of
greening efforts is simply to save money. a company or the environmental beneﬁts
In fact, this was exactly the situation when of a product or service. One need look no
New York environmentalist Jay Westerveld further than the perpetrators of the largest
coined the term greenwashing in 1986. He fossil fuel related environmental disaster
observed the start of the hotel industry's in our history – the Deepwater Horizon
practice of promoting guest towel reuse in oil and gas leak in the Gulf of Mexico
hotel rooms to help save the environment, – to see how BP has given us a prime
while not making any associated effort at example. BP has for years been cloaking
the common practice of waste recycling. its fossil fuel related activities and money
Perhaps worst of all, a business may grabbing business tactics through a slick
updated logo and a name reconstruction.
Frank specializes in green business initia- The pretty green and yellow stylized
tives as a Certiﬁed Business Advisor with ﬂower/sun design connotes lush living
the Small Business Development Center at things and solar energy; BP now stands on
Onondaga Community College. He currently its own as the company name – no longer
leads the development of a set of green busi- referring to British Petroleum, but to the
PR campaign “Beyond Petroleum.” Both
ness standards for Central NY.

CNY’s Green Business
Standards Certification
Program
The Green Business Standards Certiﬁcation Program for CNY is currently under
development through the Small Business
Development Center at Onondaga Community College. The program is working with
charter businesses to ﬁnalize the standards,
while certifying this ﬁrst group of businesses which have proven their innovation
and commitment to our community. The
program’s strength and legitimacy results
from being an “earned and not bought”
certiﬁcation. Third party veriﬁcation will
be required at the business’s physical location; a self-assessment and check will not
buy a stamp of approval. Local oversight
of the program and standards will address
seven areas: Organizational Commitment
and Operations, Waste Reduction & Recycling, Environmentally Responsible
Purchasing, Pollution Prevention, Energy
Efﬁciency & Renewable Energy, Storm
Water Management & Efﬁcient Water
Use, and Transportation & Travel. The
program will ensure long-reaching internal
institutional change by requiring policy
and performance measurement initiatives
in addition to programs and actions.
draw attention away from increased oil
and gas operations towards meager solar
and wind investments.
Although many intricate questions still
exist as to the qualiﬁcations of a business
as being green, it is common agreement
that it takes more than just an energy efﬁcient building or a product made with
75% recycled content. The operational
policies and consistency of a business
within a green (i.e. LEED) certiﬁed building should be considered, as well as the
social commitment to staff, employees and
community. Looking beyond the surface
of the word green means holding a deep
respect and personal responsibility to all
components of a business, even if they
only indirectly result in changes to the
traditional bottom line of proﬁt. We need
to take a multi-generational approach to
our surroundings and not just look at how
many recycled-plastic-content-gadgets-offthe-boat-from-China can be sold at the ﬂea
market this weekend.
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Report Back on the SOA Watch Encuentro
in Venezuela
Colleen Kattau
From June 21-26, 2010, ﬁfty people of all
ages including educators, lawyers, priests,
nuns, and human rights leaders representing
nineteen countries throughout the Americas
gathered at the home of organizer and SOAW
(School of the Americas Watch) liaison, Lisa
Sullivan Rodriguez, to exchange ideas and
strategies for addressing militarism in our
hemisphere. The Encuentro site was in the
high elevation of Sanare, six hours south
of Caracas. The wind blew softly and at
times insistently as activists from Argentina,
Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, the
United States, Uruguay and Venezuela
shared hopes, tears and visions for a peaceful hemisphere.
The Encuentro, purposefully planned to
Colleen teaches at SUNY Cortland and is a
social change musician.
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coincide with the US Social Forum
in Detroit, was ﬁve years in the making. It was built upon the visits of
SOA Watch’s Partnership America
Latina to sixteen Latin American
countries, which led to announcements by Uruguay, Venezuela,
Bolivia, Costa Rica and Argentina
of their withdrawal from the SOA/
WHINSEC. Among those present
were Pablo Ruiz, jailed by the Pino- No military bases in Colombia was a major theme at the
chet dictatorship in 1986; Mara and event. Joe Hiller, an SOAW intern, is in the foreground.
Photo: Colleen Kattau
Enzo Bard, exiled from Argentina
during the Dirty War; Wendy Mendez, who the subsequent jailing and disappearances
when only nine years old witnessed the of resistance activists; the continued retorture and disappearance of her mother by pression of the Mapuche, Chile’s largest
the Guatemalan military; and Jimena Paz indigenous group; the 2009 massacre of
whose friend and LGTBQ activist Walter Amazonian indigenous in Peru; and the
Trocher was recently tortured and murdered 22,000 documented deaths in Mexico
by the post-coup Honduran police. Yet, as over a three year period are all examples
Wendy so eloquently declared, they are not of an increasingly policed society. Greater
victims but rather survivors forging a new militarization of the region has done little
path of peace, memory and justice.
if anything to curtail the drug trade or
Encuentro representatives detailed improve civilian life. The consensus at
speciﬁcs of increased militarization in the Encuentro is that increased military
their countries, which is investments are a pretext for continued
endemic to all of Latin US geopolitical hegemony, since military
America, particularly activity in the region directly coincides
in countries where the with areas rich in natural resources and
US maintains military multinational corporate activity.
bases and/or assists in
There are hopeful signs in the region
military training. Re- too – the closing of the Manta base in Ecports included concerns uador was the result of a ten year grassroots
over the Condor School effort. The more progressive governments
in southern Bolivia; of Bolivia, Argentina and Ecuador are
the International Law bringing human rights violators to trial,
Enforcement Acad- and the establishment of humanitarian
emy in El Salvador; zones in Colombia is having some effect
the Escuela de Selva on counteracting the violence there.
(Jungle School) in EcTo conclude the Encuentro each of us
uador; Guantanamo; wrote a personal afﬁrmation to justice on a
and most pressingly, small yellow circle of paper representing
the recent move by the a corn kernel. We then stated our comUS to create and update mitment aloud and placed each kernel on
seven military bases in a single ear of corn in the center of our
Colombia.
closing circle.
The presence of
these academies and
SING IT DOWN 2010!
foreign military bases
SOA Watch benefit ($5-20)
are inextricably linked
Sunday, July 25, 5-8pm
to continued repression
108 Orvilton Drive, Dewitt
of civilian populations
detailed report back, food & music
and the criminalization
of dissent. The recent
¡Juntos, sí se puede!
coup in Honduras and

Syracusans Attend US Social Forum
Brian Dominick

for Syracusans at the USSF included poor
and expensive food choices that weren't
particularly vegetarian-friendly. Countless
events were canceled, moved without effective notice, booked solid, or otherwise
inaccessible, symptoms of the massive scope
and the overwhelming attendance.
Whether one was catching up with old
friends or meeting amazing new people
working on far-ﬂung issues in every
corner of the country, in the end it was
the people and connections that made the
week a success.
Detroit was an ideal venue for an
event of this kind. Desperate for economic
stimulus, the people, businesses, and even
police were aggressively accommodating
of the massive inﬂux of activists. More
importantly, it was an opportunity for Detroit-based organizers to show off the hard
work they are doing in one of the country's
most economically devastated cities, and
to draw attention to their struggles. The
chance to learn from Detroit's trials may
prove invaluable as capitalism continues
to fail Americans everywhere.

���������������������������

Activists from Central New
York were among 15,000 or
so who attended the second
US Social Forum, held in
the economically depressed
but politically active city of
Detroit. The event opened
with an enormous, festively
boisterous march downtown
on Tuesday, June 22. That
demonstration set the tone
for an event marked by an Three Syracusans in front of the main hall at the US Social Forum.
impressively diverse range From left: Anthony Salvador, Gary Bonaparte and Maresh Escoffery.
of participants sporting Photo: Aggie Lane.
positive, enthusiastic attiCreek, noted that the Forum “underscored
tudes about the prospects for social change that many groups have similar problems that
in the United States.
we have here, especially around green job
The Forum was as remarkable for its creation and environmental racism.”
political diversity as for the range of races,
Finding commonalities and solidarity
ages, ethnicities, and genders engaged in was a common theme. “The event helped
more than 1,000 workshops, assemblies, me see the connections between my imand plenaries held mostly over three core migration rights work and the broader
days of programming. Organizations from progressive struggle,” said Senegal-born
all over the country (and beyond) hosted Aly Wane, a Peace Council organizer. “I
presentations and discussions on topics met another African
as speciﬁc as reporting a group's local immigrant activist, and
organizing efforts (“Lessons on Building we were able to talk
r Wear!
e
m
m
u
S
Black & Latino Unity in South Florida”) to about our particular
r
Popula
issues of broad vision and program (“Left perspective as African
Strategies from the Grassroots”). Present- activists trying to naviOrganic
ing organizations ranged from mainstream gate the very complex
Cotton
nonproﬁts and NGOs, to political parties American cultural and
Sweatshop
Free
and unions, to obscure radical collectives socioeconomic landand issue-based groups.
scape.”
Syracusans in attendance were generally
SPC staffperson
thrilled to have participated in this year's Carol Baum was enfollow-up event to the ﬁrst USSF held ergized by attending
in Atlanta three years prior. Traveling to workshops seeking
Detroit by car, plane and train, at least ten alternatives to the Left's
Syracuse area residents from three genera- tired habit of resorttions were present for the conference.
ing to marches and
For SPC Steering Committee member rallies as the default
Richard Vallejo, one highlight was the when the question
�������
“vibrant feeling that comes from a wide “What do we do now?”
�����������
range of people and groups gathered for comes up. “Build���������������
a common purpose – conversations and ing Power Through
����������
inspiration for strategy, analysis, and in Creative Tactics” hit
general keeping our movements moving the spot, contributing
forward together.”
to her conclusion that
�������������
In the eyes of some local activists, the “creativity is there to
���������������
USSF was an opportunity to ﬁnd context and be had, [it] just requires
common interests. Aggie Lane, a longtime some practice and can
���������
member of the Partnership for Onondaga be facilitated by how
��������������������������������
�������������������������������������
it's framed.”
Brian is a news analyst based in Syracuse.
Disappointments
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Flotilla: Israel’s Bad Karma
Ed Kinane
The beginning of wisdom is to call things
by their proper name.
– Confucius
By the time you read this, most US
Americans will have forgotten the Gaza
Freedom Flotilla.
You’ll recall that this past May 31,
in international waters 40 miles west of
Gaza, Israel launched a nighttime air and
naval commando attack on the defenseless
Flotilla, killing at least nine males. One
of those murdered, a 19 year-old born in
Troy, New York was shot four times in the
face and head. Historically, such predation
was called piracy; these days the term
might be terrorism...or more precisely,
state terrorism.
The six-ship Flotilla, made up of over
600 solidarity activists from 37 countries,
was hijacked while carrying 10,000 tons
of desperately needed humanitarian aid to
Gaza. Gaza, part of Palestine, is a densely
crowded, arid sliver of Mediterranean coast
formerly invaded and occupied by Israel.
Partly demolished by an Israeli air onslaught
in early 2009, for the past three years Gaza
has been under Israeli blockade.
The blockade is designed to strangle
Gaza’s remnant economy and to assure
that Gaza can’t rebuild. Some might see
in it an Israeli determination to, in effect,
drive the Gazans into the sea. Such predation might be called ethnic cleansing. (See
Israeli historian Ilan Pappe’s The Ethnic
Cleansing of Palestine, Oxford, 2006).
In this instance US consumers of mainstream media were spared such language
as piracy or terrorism or ethnic cleansing.
By journalistic custom, here in the JudeoChristian West these words are reserved for
the crimes of people of color, especially
those with Islamic backgrounds.
And of course, no mainstream commentator dares refer to Israel as a rogue state.
But here to refresh our memory is Robert
Fisk, dean of Mid East war correspondents,
writing (during Israel’s invasion of Gaza)
in the January 7, 2009 Independent:
Have we forgotten the 17,500 dead
– almost all civilians, most of them
Ed often writes against state terrorism. Reach
him at edkinane@verizon.net.
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Furkan Dogan, a Turkish-American high school student, was killed by Israeli commandos aboard
the M.V. Mavi Marmara. For photos and brief profiles of the eight other known victims, check out
lawrenceofcyberia.blogs.com/news/2010/06/putting-names-to-faces.html.

children and women – in Israel’s
1982 invasion of Lebanon; the 1,700
Palestinian civilian dead in the
[1982] Sabra-Chatila [refugee camp]
massacre; the 1996 Qana massacre of
106 Lebanese civilian refugees who
were ordered from their homes by the
Israelis in 2006 then slaughtered by
an Israeli helicopter crew; the 1,000
dead of that same 2006 bombardment
and Lebanese invasion, almost all of
them civilians?

***
Those US Americans who have now forgotten the Gaza Freedom Flotilla, of course,
were not exposed – judging by our local
Post-Standard – to adequate coverage of
the attack and its aftermath. Especially
they were sheltered from adequate reportage on the attack’s victims. (How many
realized that, between them, the executed
were fathers of 28 children?) Most tellingly, the US public had little exposure
to critical analysis of the intense Israeli
disinformation/suppression of evidence
campaign immediately following its most
recent massacre.
The Flotilla coverage – or lack thereof
– demonstrates how our mainstream news
is managed and how US people are fed their
views of the world. It demonstrates how US
people are made to align their hostilities
with those of the Pentagon – handmaiden

to various US-based corporations engorged
with proﬁt from pirated overseas resources
and from the lucrative “defense” contracts
that go with US military aggression.
With few strings attached, the US provides $3 billion a year in aid – military aid
– to Israel. The US has contracted to provide
Israel with $30 billion in such aid over the
next ten years. In recent decades Israel has
become a colonial military outpost of the
US – which has succeeded the Brits in
sponsoring this European enclave inserted
into an Islamic world sitting on top of the
bulk of the world’s oil reserves.
In the UN Security Council the US
blocked demands for an international inquiry into the attack. In effect, Israel has
become a US contractor in the Mid East.
This selling itself out to the US is a far
cry from the – often socialist – ideals of
Israel’s original settlers (and earlier ﬁnancial
backers here in the US). Now many Israeli
activists, appalled by their government’s
brutality, work with Palestinians to end
the Gaza blockade and the illegal Israeli
settlement of Palestine’s West Bank.

Note to Israelis
Despite some appearances, you really
aren’t our 51st state. Unlike the US, your

continued on next page

Sunny Rays Penetrate the Sullen Clouds
Some Good News on the Activist Front
Lori Berenson Released…
At Last

After 15 years of harsh imprisonment,
Latin American solidarity activist Lori
Berenson was ﬁnally released on May 27.
The 40 year-old mother of a one-year old
son (Salvador) born in prison must remain
on probation in Peru until 2015. Lori is
serving a 20-year sentence reduced from
a life sentence imposed by an anonymous
military tribunal. She had been convicted
of treason against Peru.
A former MIT student born in New
York, Lori has been the object of a long,
intense international campaign, led by
her college professor parents, to win her
freedom.
Berenson hopes that she and Salvador
will be allowed to return to the US.

Close Guantanamo
Activists Acquitted

This past January 21st Witness Against
Torture activists protesting Mr. Obama’s
broken promise to close Guantanamo within
a year of his inauguration were arrested.
We were demonstrating – some of us in
orange jumpsuits and black hoods – on
the steps and in the Rotunda of the Capitol
building in Washington.
We were asserting our First Amendment right to assemble peaceably to petition
the government for redress of grievance.
Nevertheless we were charged with disorderly conduct, having been falsely accused of “blocking an egress” and being
“boisterous.”
Several of the defendants, not in a position to risk being jailed, had previously pled
guilty and were ﬁned. The 24 of us who

Flotilla / from previous page
nearby neighbors aren’t your vassals and
unlike the US you aren’t ﬂanked by two
protective oceans. Like a little Uncle Sam,
however, you have a nuclear arsenal and
a powerful robotic military. But, as Uncle
Sam learned in Viet Nam, Iraq, and now in
Afghanistan, such might is mostly useful
for digging a bumbling giant into deeper
and deeper holes.
Sure, like the functionaries and op-

had pled not guilty had a June 14 bench
trial in the DC Superior Court. With the
support of three pro bono attorneys, we
served as our own attorneys.
After three Capitol police ﬁnished
their contradictory testimony, the prosecution rested its case. Declaring that, “In my
opinion the defendants were not properly
charged in this case,” Judge Russell Canan
then dismissed the charges. While we were
disappointed not to have had our “day in
court,” we were heartened by Canan’s
ruling. See witnesstorture.org.

Jailed SOA Watch Activist
Suddenly Released

for their trials – continue to serve their
sentences. Go ﬁgure.

US Army Experience
Center Sent Packing

Believe it or not, this really did happen:
Last November former Plowshares activist Michael Walli, 61, of Washington, DC
“crossed the line” at Ft. Benning, Georgia
at the annual mass protest against the US
Army’s School of the Americas. Michael and
three others (including Syracuse’s Nancy
Gwin, now doing time at Danbury Federal
Prison) were arrested for trespass.
At their arraignment in federal court
in Columbus, GA, Michael told Magistrate
G. Mallon Faircloth he would neither post
bail nor return for trial. True to his word,
Michael didn’t return for the trial some
weeks later in which his three co-defendants
were each sentenced to six months. Mallon
issued a warrant for his arrest.
In early March federal marshals captured
Michael in DC. Michael was then detained
until his June 14 trial in Columbus. Faircloth
sentenced him to six months (minus time
served). On June 18, with no explanation,
Michael was suddenly released. But his
three co-defendants – who did show up

A coalition of 30 peace groups succeeded in
shutting down the notorious Army Experience Center opened in August 2008 in a
Philadelphia suburban shopping mall. For
just a short time longer, the $13 million,
14,500 square foot Center will offer dozens
of video games with various interactive,
military-style shooting games. Among
other high-tech goodies, the Center has
sophisticated, life-size Apache helicopter
and Humvee simulators that allow teens
to simulate the killing of Arabs and Afghans.
According to www.shutdowntheaec.
net, “Several large demonstrations, nonviolent civil resistance, and regular vigils”
contributed to the Center’s upcoming closure
on July 31 – several months before its lease
is up. Those of us working to educate the
public about the Reaper drone at Hancock
Airbase surely could learn from this successful grassroots campaign.
– Ed Kinane

portunists who run the US empire, those
running your expansionist state “know”
might makes right. And who can argue with
them – the corporate proﬁts, after all, are
immense. But it’s the people of our two
nations who pay for the wars and who go
without the domestic beneﬁts (housing,
healthcare, schooling, infrastructure, clean
energy) those taxes could otherwise provide.
It is we who risk the eventual blowback that
our governments’ cruelty engenders.
Ritualistically, US politicians fall all

over themselves to declare their undying
love for Israel. But don’t kid yourself:
although these politicians may be under
the illusion that Israel continues to be an
asset to US hegemony in the Mid East,
they have little concern for the Israeli
people. Don’t count on your Uncle Sam
always providing the guns, the money, the
diplomatic cover. If his imperial agenda
shifts – or if, like the once-mighty USSR,
the empire itself implodes – you’ll be left
twisting in the lurch.
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“There Are No Fish Here”:
Among Iraqi Refugees in Jordan
Cathy Breen
Cathy spent most of 2003 in Baghdad with
Voices in the Wilderness, becoming close
to many Iraqis. Each year since then Cathy
returns to the Middle East for several
months to advocate for Iraqi refugees in
the region. She's currently back with her
Catholic Worker community in New York
City. The following is a letter to US supporters helping to underwrite her work.
Amman, Jordan
April 29, 2010

to Iraqi households, ofﬁcial meetings and
the opportunity to renew old contacts and
establish new ones. The only thing lacking
perhaps has been
the time and space
to process the many
stories and impressions.
A week or so
ago I visited a friend
who together with
his wife has lived
alongside poor
Iraqis for over ten
years. I asked him
what he thought has
changed over the
last nine months
with respect to Iraqi

Dear Friends,
I am feeling quite at home here in
Amman, surrounded by Iraqi friends in the
neighborhood where I am staying. It’s been
just short of two weeks since I
arrived, and I ﬁnd myself settling
into a comfortable rhythm. A good
friend of Voices has graciously
put me up in a neighborhood
populated with Iraqis struggling
to survive. The small apartment
is a hubbub of activity from early
morning until late at night. An
open house for Iraqis, we cook
and eat simple meals of rice
and potatoes together, sharing
not only nourishment but a lot
of laughs and, at times, some
tears. Without exception, each
has been separated not only from
their beloved homeland, but from
loved ones as well.
After almost two weeks, I am
pretty much able to ﬁnd my way
around the city again using public
transportation. Arabic, which has
laid fallow these last months, Iraqi refugees in Jordan find themselves in the impossible
doesn’t seem as foreign to my ear. situation of needing to work for money, yet lacking the
This morning however I realize papers to do so legally. Ongoing violence prevents any
sadly that I will be moving on in significant number from returning home. Above right: 15
year-old who just quit his job because the employer refused
a couple of days to Damascus, an to pay him. Above: young girl whose family lacks the money
area not as familiar to me.
for the treatments she needs to reduce a hematoma on one
The nine-month absence from eye. Photos: Cathy Breen
the region allows for a certain
objectivity which I like to think is valuable refugees? He replied with a familiar adage.
and positive. The decision to spend just the “If you give someone a ﬁsh, they will eat
initial two weeks in Jordan has deﬁnitely for one day. If you teach someone to ﬁsh,
made my trip more focused and intense. they will eat for a lifetime. The problem
The time has been ﬁlled with many visits is,” he said, "there are no ﬁsh here.”
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Jordan’s border restrictions for Iraqis
have eased somewhat over the last months,
most likely the result of an arrangement
between Jordan
and Iraq for exporting crude oil
products [from
Iraq] at a cheaper
price. The “tap,”
or border, which
has been tightly
closed since 2006,
has been opened
to about 20%. But
our friend sees a
new class of Iraqis
coming, one that
is more desperately poor.
I have been
able to visit many
Iraqi families and
individuals. Some
of those I met
are themselves
victims of suicide bombs and shootings.
They have shown me their external wounds.
Others have lost multiple family members
through violent attacks. Their internal
wounds are more hidden.
In one household, two families (ﬁve
adults and four small children) were doubled
up in a single room. The ﬁve year-old of
one family has a shunt in his head due to
a fall; the 2 ½ year-old of the other family
needs laser treatment to reduce a hematoma
affecting one of her eyes. The father works
at a gas station in Baghdad. They came to
Jordan only because the treatment is unavailable in Iraq. I could see from an old
picture of the child, that the hematoma has
been considerably reduced by the ﬁrst six
treatments. But their money has run out.
At night the women and children sleep in
the one room, the men on the roof. There
is no kitchen, not even a refrigerator. In a
visit with another family, we learned that
the father is in jail. The 15 year-old son
just left his job at a market as his employer
refused to pay him. He has only completed
two years of primary school. His 12 year-

continued on next page
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Hypnosis Improves Things!

old sister began to cry silently during the visit. We discover
that she had recently been hit by a car which then raced off.
Sallie Guyder
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Poirier severe head pain
She was suffering
and needs X-rays
Secretary
Customer Service
and treatment. Manager
Maintaining a 60-lb.
Loss for Over 3 Years
Lostneeds
90 lbs. are straightforward:
Some of these
the purchase of
a used refrigerator, perhaps getting a tutor for the 15 year-old.
Some of the medical needs can be met by collaborating with
organizations with whom we have connections. Another need
we hope to address is the possibility of getting on going monthly
support for one family or another.
In more ofﬁcial visits with the UNHCR [Ofﬁce of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees], representatives voiced their own concern of ﬁnding funds for their Cash
Assistance program. While this program is not open to all
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Not allowed to work and yet having to support themselves,
countless Iraqis have been languishing here for years now. I
repeat: unable to work legally, and yet having to work. The
fear of being caught, detained and deported remains a grim
reality. Yesterday a young Iraqi man close to us was arrested.
As I write you, concerned colleagues are trying to secure his
release through their contacts at UNHCR. Tomorrow is Friday
and the hot line number will not be in service!
The UNHCR carries out periodic “intention surveys”
among Iraqis here in Jordan about their attitude toward returning to Iraq. These surveys reveal that people don’t want
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Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
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Assisting Iraqi Refugees
Here in Syracuse
More and more families from Iraq are relocating to Syracuse each year. They carry with them the trauma of war,
medical needs, unemployment and poverty.
The Center for New Americans is currently working
to alleviate some of the pains of displacement. The Center
is always in need of sheets, towels, blankets, as well as
pots and pans and other household items.
If you wish to help in any way, please call the
Center for New Americans at 474-1261. SPC volunteers have been helping a local Iraqi family. Contact
Donna, 633-2496.
return, moreover the number of Iraqis they see going back is
almost insigniﬁcant.
The news Iraqis are getting from family inside of Iraq
is distressing. The recent outbreaks of violence and suicide
bombs have everyone on edge and worried. More than 263
civilians have been killed so far this month. Another alarming
development is the increase of cancer among Iraqis both inside
and outside of Iraq.
When I visit families for the ﬁrst time, I sometimes have
photos of family, my neighborhood and my community in my bag.
When I pull these out and pass them around, they always evoke
interest and sweet emotions. I ﬁnd I am no longer an outsider,
rather just part of the human family. I take you all with me and
assure our friends that you have not forgotten them.

Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot
Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and
Socially Responsible Investing

• WEIGHT LOSS •
• NICOTINE •
• STRESS •

• Addiction • Coping • Anxiety •
• Phobias • Depression • Anger •
• Birthing • Fertility • Habits •
Don’t see your problem here?
Call and ask.

(315) 432-1514

Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
AlternativeHypnosisNY.com • 6320 Fly Rd., E. Syracuse
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Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066
315-637-5153 800-318-9780

Web: hansenadvisory.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
Member FINRA & SIPC
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