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founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice organization.
It is community-based, autonomous and funded by the
contributions of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer
exist. It challenges the existing unjust power relationships
among nations, among people and between ourselves
and the environment. As members, we work to replace
inequality, hierarchy, domination and powerlessness with
mutual respect, personal empowerment, cooperation and
a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other nor can they be overcome without
recognizing their economic and militaristic roots. SPC
stresses a strategy that makes these connections clear. We
initiate and support activities that help build this sense of
community and help tear down the walls of oppression.
A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic
system that places human need above monetary proﬁt. We
establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reﬂect
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means
of conﬂict resolution and to a process of decision-making
that responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

Anti-Wars Activists
Continue to Be Busy

SPC’s No War, No Occupation, No Empire
Committee has had a very busy month. To
get involved in future activities, contact
Carol.
NYS Fair Outreach. For 12 straight
days, SPC activists participated in a dramatic
tableau just outside the main entrance of
the Fair. “Our Tax Dollars Pay for Drones
at Syracuse's Hancock Air Base: Destruction – Death – Blowback in Afghanistan,”
was a theater piece in which the actors
are completely still, and the message is
told through costumes, props and signs.
The tableau's “scenes” told the story of a
drone attack – from the “pilot” at a computer console in the US, to dead civilians
and the rubble of an Afghani home, to the
“blowback” – a relative of a victim being
recruited by Al-Qaeda. It generated a lot
of interest and we distributed hundreds of
leaﬂets. Thanks to primary organizers Rae
Kramer and Ann Tiffany, to Peter Forbes
for building the drone model, and to the
26 other people who participated.
In a joint SPC-Peace Action project,
an electronic sign broadcasting information
on the local cost of the war was mounted
on a truck parked near the Fair’s entrance
for six days. Thousands of people saw the
sign. Thanks to Jerry Lotierzo and Maryann
Zimmerman of Peace Action, Herm Bieling,
Pat Carmelli and Broome County Peace
Action (for loaning us the sign).
Parking Day. Five years ago, San
Francisco artists took over a parking space
for several hours, turning it into a park in
order to reclaim some of the public space
typically reserved for private vehicles. The
idea spread, and Syracuse now has its own
Parking Day.
SPC got wind of it and set up an
educational display from 8am-5pm in a
parking space in front of Varsity Pizza on
Crouse Ave. We used props from the Fair
tableau and the electronic sign, and handed

Oren Lyons, Phil Arnold, Roy
Simmons, Jr. and Jim Ridlon
spoke about the Haudenosaunee
Roots of Lacrosse to nearly 600
people at Syracuse Stage (April
5) as part of the Onondaga Land
Rights & Our Common Future
series. Photo: Elisa Iribarne

Ursula Rozum participates in SPC’s tableau on drones, destruction and blowback in front of the
main entrance to the NYS Fair. Photo: John C. Liau

out over 400 Peace Newsletters.
Thanks to Syracuse University’s COLAB for organizing this, and to all who
helped with SPC’s space.
10.2.10 One Nation Rally. On Saturday, October 2, hundreds of Syracuse
residents will join hundreds of thousands of
people from all over the US in Washington,
DC to demonstrate our re-commitment to
change – to reorder our national priorities
so that people come ﬁrst – and hold our
elected representatives accountable.
We will demonstrate for:
• Funding for healthcare, jobs and
schools—not war
• An economy that works for everyone
and jobs for all
• Renewable energy and green jobs
• Unity not division
SPC is one of 15 groups working together to organize this locally. The coalition
plans to continue working together after
the rally. Thanks to SEIU 1199 for taking
the leadership on this and providing free
bus seats.

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net
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Birthday Dinner a Success

Over 130 people turned out on September
25 to hear Ann Wright speak at SPC’s 74th
annual birthday celebration. The food
was excellent, Ann’s talk inspiring and
the community energized. Thanks to the
committee of Jessica Maxwell, Shirley
Novak and Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre who
organized the event, as well as to cooks
Pam Gefell (menu coordinator), Magda
Bayoumi, Paul Frazier, Terry Gavagan,
Kimberley McCoy, Carole Resnick and Rose
Viviano. Many others set up, cleaned up or
hosted a table, helping to raise over $4,000
to support our work for peace and social
justice. Ann also signed books at ArtRage
Gallery the following afternoon and met
with local antiwar activists – speciﬁcally
to help us strategize. Her NYS tour was
coordinated by the Rochester chapter of
Military Families Speak Out.

Youth and Militarism

We are coming down from a busy summer
of building connections with youth while
gearing up for a new school year. Following
up on a meeting with city school teachers
in July, we are getting information out to
all faculty about our monthly information
tables (including information on how

continued on next page
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SPC in Action / from previous page
students can opt out); classroom presentations (on youth in social movements, the
economics of violence and veterans’ ﬁrst
hand experiences of military service); the
Art for Peace contest; workshops on nonviolent conﬂict resolution; and community
service or internship opportunities.
To get involved co-stafﬁng a table
with one of our experienced organizers
or making phone calls to schools to gather
contact information and schedule classroom
presentations, contact Andy or Jessica.

ACTS Public Action
Meeting October 10

Last year’s Alliance of Communities
Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) Public
Action meeting drew 1200 people (and
many politicians) to demand change on a
variety of progressive issues. Mark your
calendars for Sunday, October 10 at 4 pm
at Hendricks Chapel (Syracuse University)
for this year's meeting, which promises to
be just as big.
ACTS is an interfaith, multi-racial,
urban-suburban coalition of faith communities and community organizations.
The ACTS issue teams – civil
rights for immigrants; food access on the South Side; health
care; economic development and
jobs; and justice – will present
what they have been working
on, their successes, and what
they’re asking of local politicians.
With a great turnout, we will be
in a better position to inﬂuence
public ofﬁcials.
As one of over 40 member
groups, SPC has committed to
bringing at least 25 people. Please
contact Carol if you’re planning
to come – the format is that we
sit together as a group.

Join SPC’s Steering
Committee

have been involved in SPC in some other
way ﬁrst; joining the Steering Committee
should not be one’s ﬁrst introduction to the
Peace Council.
If you would like to consider making
this important and interesting contribution
to SPC, contact Carol.

Bikes for Peace a Success at
Acts Of Kindness

SPC’s Bikes for Peace project hosted a
free bike clinic at St. Lucy’s as part of the
Acts of Kindness events on September
11. We worked with a steady stream of
neighborhood youth and adults throughout the day. We sent at least six children
and youth home with donated bikes that
were ﬁxed during the clinic, and repaired
bikes for many others, ﬁnally ﬁnishing at
almost 3pm – two hours after our scheduled end time. Many thanks to St. Lucy’s
and Women Transcending Boundaries
for organizing the day’s events and to our
dedicated mechanics who put in a long
and rewarding afternoon of work in the
community. Bikes for Peace will have an
evaluation and planning meeting in early
October. Contact Jessica for details.

Weekly Peace Outreach
Join SPC’s visible on-the-streets inspiration to CNYers to end the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Contact Ed
or Ann, 478-4571.

Tuesdays: 4:45-5:30 pm
Oct. 5

Rt. 20 & Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia)
Oct. 12 Hancock Air Base Entrance
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale)
Reaper Drone focus
Oct. 19 N o r t h e r n L i g h t s M a l l
(Mattydale)
Oct. 26 Hancock Air Base Entrance
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale)
Reaper Drone focus
Nov. 2 Geddes & W. Genesee Sts.
(Westside)
Saturdays 9-10 am: Regional Market,
Park St. (ends October 30).
will be formed to produce a special PNL.
If you have suggestions of images or article
topics, please contact Jessica.

Peace Council to
Expand Staff

For the ﬁrst time since 2003, the
SPC staff is expanding. We plan to
hire a fourth staff organizer to focus
on strengthening our base of local
activists. The new hire will participate in our staff collective, sharing
administrative and ofﬁce tasks. The
position is 20 hours/week and will
be funded for at least one year. To
apply, send a cover letter, resume and
application (available at our ofﬁce
or online) to spc@peacecouncil.net,
our postal address or drop it off at
our ofﬁce.

Activist Appreciation:
Peter Forbes

Peter Forbes is an out-of-the-box
kind of person. He is a sweet, gentle
Anyone involved with SPC is The talented Peter Forbes - he not only “piloted” the drone as an
actor in SPC’s tableau, he built the model. Photo: Diana Cramer
man who happens to be a brilliant
welcome to consider joining
artist/sculptor. He is always available
SPC’s Steering Committee. The
The PNL Hits 800 issues!
for anti-war activism, and this year his art
Steering Committee is responsible for SPC’s
political direction and ﬁnancial health. It The January 2011 issue of the Peace News- and politics came together. Peter built a
meets once (occasionally twice) per month, letter will be #800! In an especially nice scale model of a drone for the State Fair
and members are expected to serve on a coincidence, our 800th issue will also be tableau – not a little model, but one with a
subcommittee or project committee. Poten- the ﬁrst PNL of our 75th anniversary year.
continued on page 15
tial Steering Committee members need to A committee of newer and older activists
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Comfortably Numb
for positive action, but gradually lose hope
in the abilities of your fellow citizens—your
I don’t think I’ve ever been asked how I
neighbors—to ever live up to those ideals
feel about being a Muslim in post-9/11
and optimism. Especially when you’ve
United States. And to be honest, I probably
been hoping for nine years.
wouldn’t have an insightful and concise
Indeed, it is quite strenuous to stand
answer if someone did.
guard at the gate of your own heart when
It’s not as if I haven’t spent a substanpessimism—or worse, indifference—prestial amount of time contemplating my own
ents itself as a quick and easy way to
and others’ feelings about
relieve the mental stress
the Muslim-American
of repeatedly explaining
identity (or Americanthe history and tenets of
Muslim identity, if you’re
Islam to people who just
nationalistically inclined)
might not care for the
in public and private; I
lesson. Especially when
have...exhaustively.
you’ve been standing for
At a certain point,
nine years.
you learn that people are
And indeed, I have
people. Aside from things
been doing all of this for
such as fasting during the
nine years.
month of Ramadan or the
I was a junior in high
belief in absolutely one
school on September 11,
God, the wisdom found
2001 getting my picture
in Islam is too detailed
taken in the auditorium
a topic of discussion
when a friend informed
in an era where ideas
me that a plane had
are transmitted in 140
struck the World Trade
characters or less.
Center.
Plus, you eventu“A plane ﬂewtoolow
ally become numb to
and clipped the World
the dynamics of trying
Trade Center?” I thought
to explain to people the
irreverently, “Great—I
difference between what
have to get back to class.”
Muslims do and what
After all, I was the presiIslam actually says.
dent of my class and had
Numb to the rhetoric;
more important things to
to the constant ﬂow of
worry about than some
gray propaganda from The continuing backlash against Muslim-Americans in this era of the “war on terror”,
freak accident happen“reputable” news or- highlights the deep contraditions between US ideals of equality and freedom of religion and ing in New York City.
ganizations; to politi- the harsh daily reality of discrimination. Image: USmuslimmatters.org
Sure, it was tragic—I’m
cians masquerading as
not heartless—but this
righteous statesmen; to commentary socio-political landscape any easier to cope was going to be my time to establish a
from “experts,” self-serving pundits and with, especially when you’re young and strong name for myself among peers and
Vaudevillian cable television personalities; the strain of trying to mix the supporting faculty.
to asinine comments on Internet articles aspects of those identities successfully
I can’t say I remember very much after
and message boards; to protesters holding worsens with each disingenuous statement having my picture taken. I do remember
up misspelled, sometimes bigoted, signs; about what it “really” means to be one or going back to class only to ﬁnd it empty,
and even, to the struggles of other im- the other.
then following students from neighboring
migrant and minority populations. It’s all
Indeed, it is quite strenuous to process classrooms to another room where a single
just too to dissect, contextualize, discuss the abundance of negativity about Islam TV was set up (the school’s closed-circuit
and (ultimately, for some) disregard on a put out by the media, as well as the actions system was disabled at the time due to
daily basis.
of “Muslim” states fueling that negativity. renovation) and realizing that this was
Especially when you’ve been processing not the result of a random plane clipping
it for nine years.
Adam is from Minneapolis, Minnesota, and
Indeed, it is quite strenuous to have been
is now a Media Studies graduate student at born in the United States and instilled with
continued on next page
Syracuse University.
knowledge of its civic values and potential

Adam Elrashidi

This is sad, really, because the truth is
that being numb to challenging, perhaps
culturally inconvenient, topics of discussion is completely antithetical to the truly
core values (at least, as I learned them in
school) of each part of that Muslim-American identity, which both encourage social
and intellectual engagement. But that fact
doesn’t make the realities of the current

October 2010 Peace Newsletter 5

Comfortably Numb / from previous page
a skyscraper but something far more horriﬁc.
From there, September 11, 2001 becomes a jumble of dark,
hazy memories—most of which I am unable to determine as
my own or as amalgamations of news coverage. No, I don’t
remember much from that day, but I do remember the
following days.
I remember the nonstop news coverage delivered by Tom Brokaw and the late Peter Jennings,
who earned my enduring appreciation when he
pronounced the word “Muslim” as “Muslim”
and not “muzlim,” something other anchors,
journalists and certain heads of state couldn’t
be bothered to do—even today.
I remember telling (and by “telling,” I really
mean, “sobbing nonsensically to”) my civics teacher
and mentor, Tim Anderson, about how the whole situation was “bullsh--” because Islam represented something
better than what I saw at the time as America’s committed love
for only those things alcohol-fueled and superﬁcial.
I remember other teachers, who had previously received
me warmly and in friendship, now receiving me with suspicion
and resentment.
I remember Afghanistan.
I remember Iraq.
I remember hypocrisy from government ofﬁcials and opinion
leaders in both the non-Muslim and Muslim worlds.
I remember “sand nigg--” and “camel jockey.”

•International Women's Day - 100 years
•Syracuse Peace Council - 75
•Freedom Riders - 50
•Peace Calendar - 40
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The 2011 Peace Calendar Honors
Four Important Anniversaries!

I remember the ﬁlms Fitna and Obsession, and videos of
Osama bin Laden and Ayman Al-Zawahiri.
I remember statements from people that had no grasp of
history, Arabic or their own religion—or lack thereof—telling
me the “truth” about my faith.
I remember propagandist TV news reports disguised as
investigative journalism.
I remember a set of cartoons from Denmark and the
subsequent discussion about the concept of “Freedom
of Speech.”
I remember being called “blind, dumb and
illiterate” because I said in a newspaper article
that Islam was a religion of peace, and the violent
response to the Danish cartoons was not representative of Islam.
I remember the stabbing of a Muslim cab driver
in New York City.
And I remember bans on hijab—the head and
torso covering worn by many Muslim women; dirty looks;
myriad insults about my culture, prophet and religion; and a
plethora of other digs, jabs, hate crimes, deaths, murders and
tragedies that hardened my perspective about human nature at
an age far younger than I expected or was probably prepared
to handle.
But I also remember people like Dave Mousel, another
teacher who said, “Adam, if there’s anything you need during
this time, don’t hesitate to ask.” When I thanked him for his
gesture, he said, “For some people, it’s easier to offer than to
others.”
I remember the support and kind words given by good
neighbors and friends—from all backgrounds and beliefs.
I remember the feeling I had—and still have, buried deep
in my heart beneath layers of journalistic skepticism—when I
realized that I could still contribute positively to my community
and, through good works, perhaps change others’ opinions about
Islam and Muslims—or at the very least, encourage them to
do research for themselves.
And I remember verses from the Islamic holy book, the
Qur’an, saying there is no compulsion in religion (2:256) nor
an obligation to convince people to follow Islam (16:82), and
that hope and patience are far better than despair and frustration (93:2-8).
While I knew these verses prior to 9/11, I had never reﬂected on their profound signiﬁcance and meaning until much
later. In fact, not until my very early 20s did I ﬁnally begin
to understand, through personal study, that my responsibility
as both a Muslim and an American is to always strive toward
that which will beneﬁt myself and others, for both victory and
failure are totally in the hands of God.
This realization has made me now comfortably numb. At
once conscious of the fact that I, like all Muslims around the
world, have my work cut out for me as a journalist, citizen and
human being, but accepting of the fact that the administration
and reception of truth is an exercise in endurance.
Now, if asked about what it means to be a Muslim-American in post-9/11 United States, I feel conﬁdent in saying that it
means the same thing it did pre-9/11. Because to be Muslim is
to struggle for the sake of truth and justice, and that struggle
is, and always will be the American way.

The Great Law of Peace and the Planetary
Crisis
Jack P. Manno
Like many PNL readers, I yearn for a social
and political system that promotes peace,
justice and environmental responsibility.
As an activist I’ve worked to agitate and
organize for those values. As
a scholar at SUNY College
of Environmental Science
and Forestry, I’ve analyzed
the economic forces behind
environmental destruction and
the politics that collude with
them and asked, what kind
of governance could halt the
planetary crisis and reign in the
destructive political economy
that dominates the planet.
In my search for a model, I
have found nothing better than
what began over a thousand
years ago on the shore of Onondaga Lake. A man known as
the Peacemaker (Deganawidah)
inspired the leaders of ﬁve warring nations to bury their weapons
beneath the tree of peace and
form a confederacy. Incredibly,
that confederacy, under assault
for nearly half of those thousand
years, continues to deliberate at
its capital — the Longhouse in
Onondaga – making it arguably
the longest continually functioning democracy in the world.
Because of the courage,
persistence and generosity of
Haudenosaunee leaders and
teachers, we can ask: what might
governance look like if it were modeled
on the Haudenosaunee constitution, the
Great Law of Peace (Gayanashagowa)?
Haudenosaunee history tells us that the
roots of the Tree of Peace grew out from
Onondaga in the four directions; that any
nation or people can follow those roots back
to their source and, if they are willing to
live by the Great Law of Peace, they will
ﬁnd shelter there.
We might consider following those
Jack is a longtime SPC member, professor
of environmental studies at SUNY ESF and
an organizer of the Onondaga Land Rights
series.

roots to ﬁnd governance that works for
the Earth. Where else should such a step
begin but in Onondaga country? On
Monday October 4, 7:00 pm, at Syracuse
Stage, I have the honor of joining Audrey
Shenandoah (Onondaga) and Tom Porter

teachers and academic historians.
Righteousness. Also known as the
“Good Mind,” an alignment of one’s mind
with natural law and the welfare of one’s
Clan and Nation.
Diversity within unity. Unity is necessary for individual and national
development. Each individual has
a responsibility to ﬁnd and nurture
one’s special gifts given by the
Creator, and the community is
responsible to help one identify
and cultivate those gifts.
Freedom. Freedom from
want, from coercion and violence.
Freedom of speech and freedom
of religion.
Consensus. There is an expectation that extensive public
debate will lead to consensus and
the requirement that the process
continue until it does.
Checks and Balances. A
complex system of checks and
balances exists between nations,
clans, war chiefs and peace chiefs
and between women and men.
Gratitude. All meetings and
important events begin with the
“Thanksgiving Address,”a ritual
oration in which each element of
Creation is thanked for continuing
to perform its duties and thereby
making life possible.
Clear Responsibility for the
commons. The Great Law of
Peace distinguishes between who
Tree of Peace by Oren Lyons is responsible for the land and
resources in settled areas—the
(Mohawk), two remarkable teachers and women— and who in the “woods,”—the
Haudenosaunee leaders, for a conversation men. Proper behavior and responsibility
on the Great Law, its history and relevance in both is delineated.
Open borders. People have full rights
for today.
The Haudenosaunee formed the best in any of the Nations, except the right to
known and longest lasting of the many hold high ofﬁce, and that too can be granted
Indigenous confederacies in North America. to an individual through the designated
The Great Law is a comprehensive inter- process of appointing leaders.
Families and Clans as fundamental
national agreement involving all aspects of
social
structure. Perhaps the most important
Haudenosaunee collective life. It requires
respect and gratitude to the natural world social institution is the clan. Through the
and consideration of the impacts of deci- clans, which cross the six nations, international relations become family relations.
sions on future generations.
I interpret the following principles from
what I have learned from Haudenosaunee
continued on page 13
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The War on Immigrants
Aly Wane
There was an ICE home raid in Syracuse
recently. For those not familiar with this
friendly acronym, ICE is the Immigration
and Customs Enforcement Agency, which
is under the umbrella of the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS). According
to ICE’s website, its mission is to “protect
national security, public safety and the
integrity of the US Borders through the
criminal and civil enforcement of federal
laws governing border control, customs,
trade and immigration.” As a result of the
recent ICE home raid, several men and
women (all from Guatemala) were put in
detention centers, and they all have orders
of deportation pending. A collection of
activists was able to collect the $5,000 per
person required to make bail for those who
were put in detention. Their “crime” was
re-entering the country illegally in order
to reunite with family members instead of
waiting the customary ten years before being
able to do so legally. As a result of the raid,
at least three children with United States
citizenship have family members who are
at risk of deportation. Welcome to one of
the frontlines of the War on Terror.
In many ways, the War on Terror
has turned into a war on immigrants, be
they legal or undocumented. This war on
immigrants is a bipartisan one. However,
things ﬁrst turned ugly before 9/11. The
Clinton administration passed the Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996. This act made it
a crime to be “unlawfully present” in the
country and instituted three and ten year
bans on immigrants who were caught in
the US without papers. It also lowered the
criteria for deportable offenses. As of now,
even a legal permanent resident (“Green
Card” holder) can be retroactively deported
if he or she has ever committed a crime that
has the theoretical possibility of resulting
in a one year sentence. So, to make things
clear: if you possessed a small amount of
marijuana twenty years ago and have since
become an exemplary member of society
with a wife and children possessing US
citizenship, even if you are here legally,
Aly, originally from Senegal, is an organizer with
the Syracuse Peace Council and the Alliance
of Communities Transforming Syracuse.
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Image: Jonah Ellis, altoarizona.com

that offense is a deportable offense.
But 9/11 made the situation much worse
for immigrants, and the War on Terror has
been disastrous to immigrant communities.
The Former INS (Immigration and Naturalization Services) was transformed into ICE
under a new department, the Department
of Homeland Security. The USA turned
into “Fortress America.” It became harder
and harder for individuals to get visas,
and the path to citizenship became even
stricter. The new Department of Homeland
Security was charged with protecting the
United States from terrorists. Despite all
the propaganda coming from both the Bush
and Obama administrations, the simple
fact of the matter is that there aren’t very
many “terrorists” out there. The average
US citizen is still much more likely to
die in a trafﬁc accident than in a terrorist
attack. However, DHS has to justify its
budget in one way or another. The solution was simple: increase the number of
deportations and claim that this is “making
America safer.” In a strange alchemy of
bureaucratic necessity and exploited fear,
“illegal immigrant” became synonymous
with “terrorist.” And sadly, all immigrants
became automatically suspect.
This is clear in the language that politicians of both parties use when addressing
the issue of “illegal immigration.” In a
March 2010 New York Times editorial,
Senators Schumer (D-NY) and Graham
(R-SC) wrote that “once it is clear that

in twenty years our nation will not again
confront the specter of another 11 million
people coming here illegally, Americans
will embrace more welcoming immigration
policies.” To anyone familiar with Cold War
terminology, the use of the word “specter”
has glacial undertones which hearken back
to former anti-communist era days. Clearly,
the leadership of both parties believes that
illegal immigrants are a danger to the body
politic, and neither party is willing to speak
to the humanitarian crisis which has been
created by an outdated immigration system
that has not caught up to the realities of
globalization. Factories have been allowed
to cross borders, but we have criminalized
the workers who seek employment across
national boundaries. Republicans and
Democrats alike are unwilling to challenge
the narrative that “illegal immigrants” are
dangerous criminals, despite the reality
that most undocumented workers commit
crimes at lower rates than US citizens for
an obvious reason: they do not want to be
deported.
The lack of moral courage from our
political leaders is leading to increasingly
draconian proposals such as increased
militarization at the borders and the current
proposal by Republicans to re-interpret the
14th Amendment so as to deny birthright
citizenship. It is up to grassroots activists
and the average citizen to create communities that reject the demonizing and
scapegoating of immigrants.

What We Don’t Hear About US
Withdrawal From Iraq
compiled by Donna Mühs-McCarten
1. Most Iraqi people still do not have access to
very basic services like water, electricity, sewage,
education and healthcare.
2. 53% of the urban population live in slums compared
to 20% before the US invasion.
3. Electricity for those who can afford the high price
is offered for three hours a day in Baghdad where
temperatures are often 131 degrees.
4. Elections were held in March, but a new government still hasn’t been formed.
5. Human Rights Watch has written a report concerning
Prime Minister Nouri-al Maliki, accusing him of murdering and torturing hundreds of unarmed prisoners.

The cancer rate in Fallujah is worse
than that of Hiroshima due to the
US use of weapons such as depleted
uranium and white phosphorous.
6. Unemployment is between 25 and 50%, depending on current military enlistment.
7. Unemployment among women is approximately
80%.
8. Unions are banned from organizing in the ministries
of Iraq.
9. After seven-and-a-half years, a large population of
young men can only work as military–well trained
in killing.

The US Defense Department cannot
account for over $8.7 billion dollars
of Iraqi oil and gas money meant for
humanitarian needs and reconstruction
after the 2003 invasion.

The withdrawal of combat brigades
will lead to a doubling in the number
of private contractors, expected to be
over 75,000, employed by the US State
Department.
10. The majority of the refugees and internally displaced persons created by the US invasion have been
abandoned. As undocumented refugees, most are not
allowed to work and are forced to take extremely low
paying, illegal jobs or rely on the UN and charity to
survive. The UN refugee agency has documented a
spike in the sex trafﬁcking of Iraqi women.
11. Erik Prince, head of “Xe” formerly known as
Blackwater, the private military contractor, has
been charged with murder and torture and has
moved to the United Arab Emirates which doesn’t
have an extradition treaty with the US.
12. The US embassy in Iraq is the largest embassy of
any country in the history of civilization.
13. Between 6,000 and 7,000 private security operatives are needed to protect the US embassy.
14. According to a classiﬁed agreement, Kellogg,
Brown and Root’s contract for the Restore the Oil
Initiative included the only indemnity provisions since
2001, holding the US responsible for paying claims
involving injury and death resulting from the military
contractor’s efforts.
15. The US is in the process of remaking bases into
ﬁve huge “enduring presence posts” in Iraq, with
paramilitaries assigned there classiﬁed as diplomatic
security forces.
SOURCES:
www.fpif.org/articles/what you will not hear about Iraq
http://axisoﬂogic.com/artman/publish/Article_60827.shtml
http://www.democracynow.org/2010/8/20/obama_admin_
claims_end_to_combat
http://www.womensaynotowar.org/article.php?id=5510
Background Image: Iraqi refugee holds her daughter who is
awaiting medical care. Photo: Cathy Breen
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Learning from our Success
Syracuse’s South Side. The two-block site
was in a tightly knit community living in
Editor’s Note: This text was originally
decent public housing (an apartment buildwritten as part of a successful applicaing and 28 townhouses) that had its own
tion for an award from the Environmental
basketball court and greenspace.
Protection Agency.
Many in this community had suffered
from past environmental injustices, beginAn Inspiring and Unique
ning with urban renewal, the slicing of the
city by the interstate highway I-81, repeated
Coalition: Atlantic States Legal
evictions for municipal projects, and the
Foundation, The Partnership
building of an industrial
for Onondaga Creek,
park alongside their comThe Onondaga Nation
munity. In the ‘70s and
and Onondaga County
‘80s, this community battled
Onondaga County over its
Executive Joanne
garbage-burning steam plant
Mahoney
proposal. Despite the South
Side’s struggles with drugs,
When the US district federal court
crime, vacant homes and
ordered Onondaga County to devise
absentee landlords, over
a plan to reduce Syracuse’s combined
the past twenty years the
sewer overﬂows(CSOs)toOnondaga
community has built many
Lake by way of Syracuse’s tribunew homes.
taries, this mundane issue became
In 1999, at a public
controversial. This past November,
hearing
for the Midland
after 20 contentious years, the US
Avenue
sewage
plant, the
district federal court approved major
county
unveiled
its plan,
changes to Onondaga County’s CSO
and
residents
expressed
their
reduction plan. It allows Onondaga
anger
at
being
once
more
County to use CSO storage tanks
displaced and dumped on. In
and green infrastructure to slow
2000, that anger birthed the
down and absorb stormwater instead
Partnership for Onondaga
of building outdated, unhealthy
Creek. For the next nine
chlorination/swirler sewage plants.
years, this grassroots, unThis bold plan is thanks to a unique
staffed group did constant
collaboration.
battle against the site and
The new court ruling would
the plant’s swirler/chlonot have happened without the hard
rination technology. The
work of three committed entities:
struggle included continual
Atlantic States Legal Founda- Neighborhood resident and longtime activist with the Partnership for
protest, well-developed
Onondaga
Creek
and
local
community
gardens,
Lula
Donald
addresses
the
tion (ASLF), the Partnership for
crowd at a 2004 rally in Armory Square. Photo: unknown
technical alternatives, a nine
Onondaga Creek (POC), and the
month-long negotiation, a
Onondaga Nation as well as the
a CSO Long Term Control Plan (LTCP). Title VI claim (03R-04-R2) to the EPA,
newly-elected Onondaga County Executive,
The plan stipulated that Onondaga County civil disobedience and a public awareness
Joanne Mahoney. This unlikely coalition of
build ﬁve regional treatment facilities campaign.
environmental activists and county govern(RTFs), using swirler/chlorination technolThe POC drew support from city resiment is a remarkable story. It is a lesson
ogy, in-line storage and a limited amount dents from other neighborhoods, university
in participatory democracy: a rare instance
of sewer separation.
students and faculty, especially the Syracuse
of government asking and receiving help
The ﬁrst swirler treatment facility University Public Interest Law Firm, and
from its informed citizens.
was a very small demonstration project, from groups like Sierra Club, Onondaga
In 1988, ASLF successfully sued Onondrawing little attention. The second swirler Environmental Institute, Syracuse Peace
daga County for violating the Clean Water
facility, known locally as the Midland Council, NYPIRG, Student Environmental
Act by continuously polluting Onondaga
Avenue sewage plant, would not be so Action Coalition, Citizens Campaign for the
innocuous. Onondaga County originally Environment, Environmental Advocates of
Aggie Lane has worked with the Partnership designed a football ﬁeld-size sewage plant
for Onondaga Creek since the very beginning for construction in an economically strugcontinued on next page
gling, African American neighborhood on
of its work for environmental justice.

Aggie Lane

Lake with discharges from Syracuse’s
metropolitan wastewater treatment plant
and Syracuse’s 63 CSOs. These sewer
discharges and industrial pollution made
Onondaga Lake one of the most polluted
lakes in the country. The NYS Department
of Environmental Conservation eventually
joined ASLF’s suit. For the next 10 years,
the three parties to the suit negotiated an
amended consent judgment that included
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NYSDEC, the EPA and politicians.
Despite these efforts, in 2005 Onondaga County built the
Midland Avenue sewage plant evicting 42 families. But in
New York, Citizens’ Environmental Coalition and West Harlem
2007 a political change would provide some justice. That year
Environmental Action. The POC also worked closely with the
Joanne Mahoney, a former Syracuse City Common Councilor,
Onondaga Nation, a vigilant and consistent partner.
was elected Onondaga County’s Executive. It was well known
As early as 2000, the Nation’s legal counsel was speaking
that Mahoney was not in favor of the RTFs because she had
out against the Midland sewage plant. In 2002, the Nation nevoiced her opposition to them during her years on the city
gotiated alongside ASLF, the POC, and
council. Before her election as
the City of Syracuse urging Onondaga
County Executive, Mahoney
County to replace its swirler/chlorinareached out to the POC and our
tion RTF with underground storage.
allies. She asked questions and
In 2005, the Onondaga Nation ﬁled
listened to scientists, activists and
a Land Rights Action in federal court
community residents.
responding to New York State’s violaWithin two months of her
tions of its eighteenth century treaties.
swearing-in, Mahoney put on
The core of the Nation’s claim was its
hold the construction of the next
right to be environmental steward of its
sewage plant, slated for a thrivaboriginal territory. Among the many
ing Syracuse downtown district.
environmental wrongs targeted by the
Working closely with ASLF, the
Land Rights Action was the proposed
POC and the Nation, she won a
Midland sewage plant.
six-month stay by the court to
Rain gardens like this one in Skaneateles are part of the plan
The POC, the Nation, and ASLF Mahoney’s committees put together to reduce harmful sewer
generate an alternative plan. She
worked tirelessly to stop the building runoff into Onondaga Lake tributaries without using swirler
included all three entities on the
of the Midland plant and the remain- sewage plants. Photo: unknown
four committees she established:
ing three RTFs. The work was a rare
Policy, Green Infrastructure,
combination of education, public awareness, legal and civic
Gray Infrastructure and Outreach. The committees formulated
activism. Much of the work centered on research and creating
a new plan which was reﬁned by Mahoney’s newly-hired ena technical proﬁciency that has been acknowledged by varigineering ﬁrm. The plan scrapped the three remaining RTFs
ous Syracuse Post-Standard editorial boards, neighborhood
and the huge pipeline to the Midland sewage plant in favor of
groups, university professors, Syracuse’s city government, the
underground storage and green infrastructure. Then, Mahoney’s
staff worked with the other parties of the lawsuit, ASLF and
the NYSDEC, to present a revised CSO Long Term Control
Plan in federal court.
At the request of the federal judge, the Onondaga County
Legislature had to approve the plan before taking further action. This they did with a unanimous vote on November 4,
2009. By the end of that month, the federal judge approved
the changes.
The “greening” of Onondaga County’s CSO LTCP happened due to the persistent hard work and spirited cooperation of Atlantic States Legal Foundation, the Partnership for
Onondaga Creek, and the Onondaga Nation coupled with the
courage of this newly-elected County Executive. By partnering with these environmentalists who had opposed the original county plan for years, Mahoney bucked the system and
brought innovation, environmental integrity and even a bit of
environmental justice to Syracuse. This inspiring and unique
coalition is a model of partnership and great organizing from
which we can all learn.

Learning from Our Success / from page 11

The Partnership for Onondaga Creek meets the ﬁrst
Tuesday of each month (see community calendar on back
page for details). They continue working with other local
organizations, the city and the county to promote the use
of green infrastructure, and have recently begun advocating for green job programs to include local community
residents and small neighborhood businesses.
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Great Law of Peace / from page 7
All authority springs from them. Issues are discussed within
the clans and presented to a clan council made up of women.
The clan council selects the clanmother who chooses the chief
to represent the clan in council. The process of selecting chiefs
begins very early when a young boy is observed, importantly
for how he treats women and girls. Everyone is born into one’s
mother’s clan.

Applying These Principles Today
Below are my thoughts on how to apply principles from the
Great Law today:
Gratitude, duties and healing. Because many who came from
Europe ﬂed a long history of harsh treatment and oppression,
our founders emphasized individual liberty and rights. Yet the
environmental crises require everyone to grasp our total dependence on healthy ecosystems, air, water, sunshine and the rest of
Creation. Instilling within the institutions of global governance
a ritual expression of gratitude as part of all decision-making
meetings could help make gratitude and responsibility a part
of everyone’s awareness. A covenant that expresses the duties
required of all human beings to live lightly and responsibly
(like the Earth Charter, www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/)
should be a foundation of any new institution.
The central role of female authority. Systems that ensure
women’s active and equivalent participation with men should
be designed into new institutions.
Commons and ecosystem services. It is essential that

Upcoming Shows at
May Memorial UU Society

(800East
EastGenesee
Genesee St.,
St., Syracuse)
Syracuse)
(3800

Kris Delmhorst
Oct. 15 / The captivating voice and heartfelt compositions of one of New England’s
most celebrated singer-songwriters.

Roy Book
Binder
Nov. 5 / Back by popular demand: The finger-picking bluesman with the funny stories and funnier
little cap
Above start
at 8 p.m.

Info at www.folkus.org

Also, Second Saturday Series at the
Westcott Community Center: Nick

Piccininni w/Northbound Traveling Minstrel Jug Band (Oct. 9)

Folkus
The

Project of Central New York

 

UP NEXT
in the Onondaga Land Rights Series
Both at 7 pm at Syracuse Stage
(820 E. Genesee St., Syracuse)

Onondaga Land Rights: Progress for Mother Earth
Monday, October 25
Joe Heath & Tadodaho Sid Hill (Onondaga)
Finding Common Ground: Indigenous and Western
Approaches to Healing our Land and Waters
Monday, November 8
Robin Kimmerer (Potawatomi) & Rick Hill (Tuscarora)
new institutions recognize and support local control and responsibility for land and resources and in particular recognize
Traditional and Native Peoples’ rights and responsibilities for
their homelands. This is particularly important if mechanisms
to pay environmental caretakers for the work involved and
riches foregone in maintaining and sustaining “exploitable”
natural resources are utilized.
Sovereignty in an interdependent world. The Great Law
clearly distinguishes between decisions of the Clans and families
and decisions to be made by the Nation or the Confederacy.
Outside of a fairly narrow range of decisions affecting the
wellbeing of all the member nations, the Confederacy has little
authority over the individual nations. The new institutions need
to have a narrow mandate focused on international cooperation
in environmental restoration and protection.
Clan identiﬁcation. The clan system is the most difﬁcult to
imagine in our new environmental institutions. We might create
international member organizations for distinct responsibilities. Membership could entail rights as well as duties, such as
river-keepers, wolf allies, soil builders, foresters, midwives,
tree doctors, keeper of the ceremonies, etc. A portion of a
person’s political representation might function through these
clan-like groupings linked internationally. Remembering that
the essential feature of the clan system is that everyone is born
into one’s mother’s clan, mechanisms would be required to
institutionalize female authority and matrilineal rights.
The new institutions should include a commitment to
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. By
recognizing and honoring the rights of indigenous peoples in
all its deliberations, the new environmental institutions will
communicate and collaborate with Indigenous Nations based
on mutual respect, equity and empowerment.
The Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force, the environmental organization serving the Confederacy, has drafted an
environmental protection process. It proposes three questions
to guide decision-making: What effect will our decision have
on peace? What effect will our decision have on the natural
world? What effect will our decision have on future generations? That sums up the meaning of the Great Law of Peace
as a model for environmental governance.
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THE GALLERY

AT THE ANN FELTON
MULTICULTURAL CENTER

FACULTY ART EXHIBIT
Mon, Aug 30 thru Tues, Sept 28
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
BEA NETTLES EXHIBIT
Mon, Oct 4 thru Tues, Nov 2
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Reception: Wed, Oct 6, 11 a.m. to noon

THE GALLERY AT THE
ANN FELTON MULTICULTURAL CENTER
The Gallery is free and open to
the public and is located in the
lower level of Storer Auditorium on the
Onondaga Community College campus.

www.sunyocc.edu

www.tamaralee.biz

GDACC

Gas Drilling Awareness for
Cortland County

e

tamaralee@tamaralee.biz

p (315) 457-4289

Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot

Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and
Socially Responsible Investing

���
���������
��������

��

Educating ourselves and the community
about gas drilling

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions

Promoting a safe, healthy
and clean environment

7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066
315-637-5153 800-318-9780

www.gdacc.wordpress.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
Member FINRA & SIPC

Contact us: gdacc.cortland@gmail.com
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Web: hansenadvisory.com

SPC in Action / from page 4
six foot wingspan. And he built the boxes
to carry it in. And he scavenged a tripod
to put it on. And, wearing fatigues and
sitting at a computer console, he became
a drone “pilot” – for every single day of
the Fair.
When Peter stops by SPC, you know
you’re in for something interesting, be it
an album of photos from the Parking Day
installation, photos of his own sculptures
or an idea he came up with.
Thanks, Peter, for sharing your artistic
visions and sensibility with SPC.

SPC joins United as
One for March on
Justice Center

Paying for Peace

SPC’s Fundraising/Development Committee is working to raise the additional
$14,800 needed for our new staff position.
In addition to organizing special events
to commemorate SPC’s 75th anniversary
in 2011, much of that work will focus on
making our existing fundraising more effective. Money continues to come in from
the summer phonathon and we hope to raise
over $8,000 (thank you!). If you made a
pledge or received a phone message, we
hope you’ll be generous. This small, but
energetic committee welcomes new folks.
Contact Andy.

Finkelstein. The overﬂow crowd heard a
powerful and thoughtful analysis of the
Israeli occupation and encouragement to
engage in grassroots activism.
In August the group met with Rep.
Dan Maffei, urging him to take a more
active role in supporting a just peace. In
an early September meeting, we encouraged the Post Standard editorial board to
confront the growing Islamophobia in our
nation and its impact on the Palestine/Israel
conﬂict.
On Friday, November 5, come hear
Palestinian farmer and activist Daoud
Nasser speak at 7 pm at University United
Methodist Church, 1085 E.
Genesee St. Nasser founded
the Tent of Nations to promote
reconciliation. As an act of
nonviolent resistance, Nasser
refuses to sell his family farm
near Bethlehem, despite the
ongoing encroachment of
Israeli settlements. Contact
Andy.

An emerging coalition of organizations has come together
under the name “United as
One” to demand justice and
accountability from our local
jail and police. In addition to
two community forums, the coHiroshima
alition organized a march from
Committee to Meet
Kirk Park to the Justice Center
in October
on Saturday, September 4. SPC
assisted with march organizing
The Hiroshima Day Comand participated along with
mittee–an SPC-Peace Action
the CNY chapter of the NY- Over 100 people marched to demand accountability and real justice following collaboration – has decided to
CLU, League of United Latin two deaths at the “Justice” Center. Photo: Richard Vallejo
become a year-round project.
American Citizens, NAACP,
This past summer we organized
National Action Network, Intercrane making workshops
Neighbors of the Onondaga Sadako/paper
national ANSWER coalition, Jail Ministry,
for children, an Interfaith Sharing and the
Nation Update
Lighthouse of Love Ministries, Center for
Hiroshima Day Procession. We realized
Community Alternatives and many others. Energy is building for an exciting fall with that our organizing would be more effecPlans are moving forward on several other Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation. There tive with greater lead time.
initiatives. Contact Jessica for information are ﬁve programs scheduled as part of the
Our next meeting is Wednesday, Ocon the coalition’s next meeting.
Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common tober 6 at 7:30 at the Syracuse Center for
Future Series (see page 7). We have a busy Peace and Social Justice (2013 E. Genesee
schedule of educational outreach tables, St.) ﬁrst ﬂoor conference room. Please join
Outreach Tabling is
now coordinated by Mary Ronan. The us. Contact Carol.
Hopping
effort to spare New York State the horEarly fall is a busy time for tabling.
rors of hydrofracking continues. The new
Where Have All the
SPC had a huge presence at the Westcott Haudenosaunee Curriculum project has had
Interns Gone?
Street Cultural Fair this year. Four sepa- two well-attended meetings to begin the
rate tables represented SPC – the Peace long process of changing how the history NOON bids farewell to our ﬁrst full-year
Council booth, NOON, Caribbean Latin of the Haudenosaunee and their present intern Erin O’Neill, who is moving on to
America Coalition, and CNY Working for status as sovereign nations is presented an environmental job in Connecticut. Erin
a Just Peace in Palestine and Israel. With in schools. Contact Andy.
worked on a variety of NOON projects,
an encore presentation of the State Fair
particularly outreach tabling, hydrofracking
tableau, a large audience was exposed to
and the Onondaga Land Rights series. We
Palestine-Israel Work
our views and our work. We've also tabled
welcome SU student Michael Contino who
Continues
at several smaller college events, and our
will be working on environmental issues
high school tabling has just restarted.
CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine with NOON. We’ve had surprisingly little
Join the tabling team. Contact Amelia and Israel supported and publicized the interest from interns this semester, but it’s
or Carol.
spectacular LeMoyne lecture by Norman not too late. Contact Carol.
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