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founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice organization. It
is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contributions of its supporters.
SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.
It challenges the existing unjust power relationships among
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.
Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation
from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots. SPC stresses a strategy
that makes these connections clear. We initiate and support
activities that help build this sense of community and help
tear down the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for
peace and justice is an economic system that places human
need above monetary profit. We establish relationships among
people based on cooperation rather than competition or the
threat of destruction.
Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means of
conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that
responds to the needs of us all.

Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

Guard Base in Mattydale.
They held a die-in on the drive
When we booked the Nottingham
entering the base, symbolizing
High School auditorium for Noam
the hundreds of civilians who
Chomsky’s talk we never imagined
have died from drone attacks.
that we’d have to turn people away.
They were charged with obThat’s exactly what happened as nearly
struction of governmental
1300 people jammed the 1150 seat
administration and disorderly
space to hear the words of the most
conduct. We expect that there
quoted writer alive today (according
will be one or more trials and
to Wikipedia). The tremendous turnout
will hold educational events
and thirst to hear Noam are powerful
in conjunction with them. We
signals that our community desires
will keep you updated as they
thoughtful, radical analysis.
go through the process.
Noam offered an insightful overThe action was part of a
view of US policies around the world
weeklong series of events orgaand responded to wide-ranging quesnized by SPC and other groups,
tions. Hundreds of people new to SPC
primarily from Binghamton,
came and we’re working hard to get
Buffalo, Ithaca, Rochester and
many of them involved and supporting
Utica. Formerly housing F-16
our ongoing organizing work. For a full
fighter jets, the base has become
report on the event, including video
an important player in the miliand photos, see peacecouncil.net/75. Noam Chomsky responds to audience questions as SPC staff
tary’s
increasing use of robots
organizer Jessica Maxwell facilitates. Photo: Xue Wang
in warfare. Pilots stationed at
Marking the Nakba,
Ahmad El Hindi and Dana Olwan, shared the base fly Reaper drones remotely over
their personal/family experiences with the Afghanistan; the base is a national training
Working for Justice
Nakba and reflections on finding a just center for Reaper maintenance; and it is
CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine
solution to the conflict. The recent unity preparing to become a training center for
& Israel drew nearly 60 people on May 15
agreement between Fatah and Hamas as drone pilots and sensor operators as well.
to a second annual Nakba CommemoraNick Mottern wrote an excellent article
well as the “Arab Spring” have each boltion. Three featured speakers, Shaw Dallal,
on the civil resistance for Truthout.org.
stered the Palestinian cause.
At presstime, several members of There is a link to it from SPC’s website.
To get involved with anti-drones orCNY Working were in DC to participate
in a conference and actions as part of the ganizing or trial support, contact Carol at
national “Move Over AIPAC” (American SPC or Ed at 478-4571.
Israel Public Affairs Committee) effort.
We are part of a growing movement which
continued on next page
will ultimately force the US government
to cease supporting Israeli occupation and
SPC Monthly Program
begin supporting justice. Contact Andy.

Noam Rocks Syracuse

Update: Civil Resistance at
Hancock Air Base

Najah Zayid speaking at the Commemorating
the Nakba event. Photo: Ava Carmeli

Thirty-eight people from throughout
Upstate NY and beyond were arrested on
April 22 at the Ground the Drones – End
the Wars action at Hancock Air National
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Poetry/Spoken Word
for Peace
Wednesday, June 15, 7 PM
Thornden Park Amphitheater
Come share your words (or those of a
favorite poet) and listen to readings by
a wide range of local artists, including
Jack Brown.
Sponsored by Syracuse Peace
Council, www.peacecouncil.net or
472-5478.
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SPC in Action / from previous page

Salt City DISHES about
Bike 4 Peace

SPC’s summer bike program will be the
second recipient of a $1,000 Salt City
DISHES grant to encourage community
happenings in Syracuse. We’re busy finalizing a supply order, purchasing helmets to
distribute, and getting T-shirts made for our
mechanics. On May 16 and 23, Westcott
bike shop Mello Velo hosted training sessions for our team of volunteer mechanics.
This summer’s free clinics for youth will
be held on Wednesdsays from 5-7 pm. We
kick off our season at the Northeast Community Center on June 15 and 22. We’ll
be at the Spanish Action League on July 6
and 13 and at Lexington Park on August 3
and 10. We’re currently looking into adding a Southside site on August 24 and 31.
If you’d like to donate a gently used
bike that needs minor repairs, contact Jessica
or Ursula. To learn more about DISHES,
visit www.saltcitydishes.blogspot.com or
for photos of the DISHES event and our
presentation, visit www.eaglenewsonline.com and look for their May
3rd article on it.

and a flick fundraising event at ArtRage
Gallery. Dinner, served at 6:30 pm, will
be followed by films about Cuba’s efforts
to maintain a high standard of living for
its citizens despite decades of economic
isolation, through a universal healthcare
system and an impressive development of
urban agriculture to meet the challenges
of peak oil. Sliding scale $2-25.
On Thursday, July 7, Pastors for Peace
will visit May Memorial (3800 E. Genesee
St., Syracuse) for a community potluck and
a presentation about their work to challenge
the economic blockade of Cuba. If you’d
like to visit Cuba, the caravan is still accepting participants—visit pastorsforpeace.
org. Contact Doug 471-5749 to learn more.
Cuba, yes! Blockade, no!

Thank You Interns!

SPC had an amazing five interns this spring,
who helped us with everything from mailings and answering phones to organizing
events and writing letters to the editor.
Elisabeth Hess, a communications major
at Syracuse University (SU), compiled
our weekly e-newsletter and coordinated

Move the Money

SPC is joining dozens of antiwar
groups nationwide in a renewed
focus on shifting federal funding
from the military to community needs
(education, healthcare, infrastructure,
jobs, etc.) and reparations. An initial
organizing meeting was held on
May 25 to begin planning our local
campaign. Check out educational
resources and action suggestions
at www.newprioritiesnetwork.org
and www.costofwar.com, and then
work with us over the next year to
bring change to our budget priorities.
Contact Jessica or Carol.

Join our weekly on-the-streets presence to end the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan! Contact Ed or Ann,
478-4571.

Tuesdays: 4:15-5 pm
June 7

Hancock Air Base Entrance
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale)
June 14 Erie Blvd. E. & E. Genesee
St. (Dewitt)
June 21 Hancock Air Base Entrance
June 28 Erie Blvd. E. & E. Genesee
St. (Dewitt)
July 5 Hancock Air Base Entrance
Also Saturdays 8-9 am on Park St.
across from the Regional Market.
our 2nd annual Art for Peace contest (see
p.13). Hope Collins, a Middle East studies major at SU, supported CNY Working
for a Just Peace in Palestine and Israel by
updating fact sheets and tabling, and she
also helped straighten up in the office.
SUNY-ESF senior Rose Dillman worked
with the Peace Newsletter committee by
compiling calendar events and posting
issues online, as well as organizing for
a ban on hydrofracking. Hannah DeanWood, another SUNY-ESF senior, was a
member of the 2011 Bowlathon committee,
organized outreach to rural schools for our
Youth and Militarism program, staffed outreach tables, and had a letter to the editor
published in the Post-Standard. LeMoyne
student Candace Bonaventura worked on
video editing and significantly improved
SPC’s presence on YouTube.

Summer Fun in the City
with SPC

¡Cuba, Sí!
¡Bloqueo, No!

All aboard the 22nd Pastors for
Peace Friendship Caravan to Cuba!
Pastors for Peace challenges the US
travel and trade embargo by bringing
activists and material aid to Cuba.
On Sunday, June 26, join the Caribbean/Latin America Coalition SPC intern Hannah Dean-Wood working the SPC table
for Curious About Cuba, a food at the Noam Chomsky event. We’ll miss her and all our
other interns. Photo: Simon Asbury
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Weekly Peace Outreach

What better way to enjoy summer events
in Syracuse than to spend them with the
Peace Council? SPC will march in the Juneteenth Parade and the CNY Pride Parade,
both on June 18. We’ll also be tabling at
festivals throughout the summer. Helping
out at a Peace Council table is a great way
to connect with people in the community
and to get new folks involved in the issues
we work on. Contact Ursula if you’d like
to join our contingent in either parade or if
you’d like to join our summer tabling team!

continued on page 15

From Civil Disobedience to Civil Defiance
Ed Kinane
“Civil disobedience is not our problem.
Our problem is civil obedience. Our
problem is the numbers of people all over
the world who have obeyed the dictates of
the leaders of their government and have
gone to war, and millions have been killed
because of this obedience…Our problem
is that people are obedient all over the
world in the face of poverty and starvation
and stupidity, and war, and cruelty. Our
problem is that people are obedient while
the jails are full of petty thieves…[and]
the grand thieves are running the country.
That’s our problem.”
– Howard Zinn
Over the years I’ve been jailed numerous
times. Each such event arose from what is
loosely called “civil disobedience.”
The tactical value of arrest and ensuing “court witness” and “prison witness”
is that they can generate mainstream and
movement news helping to bring vital,
often neglected, issues to public notice.
These mindful acts can boost solidarity
and the grassroots campaigns in which they
are embedded. And some actions—while
ignored by US media—find their way into
international media. (The India Times, for
example, noted our April 22 anti-drone diein at Hancock Air Base. Russian and Latin
American press covered our SOA Watch
US-Military-Out-of-Colombia action last
August outside a Colombian military base.)
At a personal level, court and trial
witness help us keep our “edge,” maintain
our focus, clarify our values. Such public
stands impede co-optation. Court witness
provides the opportunity to craft trial
statements articulating why one has taken
part in a given direct action. Along with
such statements, the testimony of defense
witnesses can be used to turn the tables on
the prosecutors. They can put militarism
(or whatever issue is at stake) “on trial.”
In March Ed was arrested—along with over
30 others—at Quantico Marine base protesting—along with hundreds of others—Bradley
Manning’s captivity. More recently Ed was
arrested at Hancock Air Base—also along
with more than 30 others—for protesting the
Reaper drones operating from there. Reach
him at edkinane@verizon.net.

And testimony can be published, reaching
well beyond the courtroom.
Those willing to do court and jail
witness are often deeply affected. The
solidarity and community such experiences

the “School of Assassins” —more than 200
SOA Watch activists over the years have
willingly endured trial and incarceration.
Inspired by them, each November
thousands from all over the country converge on Ft. Benning, Georgia
to protest the SOA there for
fostering large-scale bloodshed
and human rights abuse in Latin
America. (In response to our
persistent pressure the SOA
has undergone a PR makeover:
it now calls itself the Western
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation/WHINSEC.)
Most of us vote. However,
merely voting is tokenistic. It’s
barely the beginning of citizenship. It’s not doing our part
to neutralize the toxic power
structure impacting everyone
the US imperium touches, i.e.,
the entire planet. Democracy
is far more than voting and
elections; democracy must
be struggled for perpetually.
Each nonviolent direct action
(“civil disobedience”) is a vote
multiplied many times over.
If more middle class citizens
would risk arrest and incarceration through nonviolent acts of
solidarity and conscience, ours
might well be a better nation,
a better world.
Many of us have valid
reasons not to risk arrest. But
The US government has yet to prove that Bradley Manning was some of us are in a position
the insider who released thousands of classified documents, yet to take the plunge…or we’re
he spent several months in solitary confinement, only recently
in a position to make changes
being moved to a more humane holding facility. Manning’s
treatment demonstrates just how great a threat truthtellers and in our life style or circumstances so we can risk arrest
people of conscience are perceived to be by those in power.
and its consequences when
generate can be transformative. And for that imperative calls. In any case we can
privileged white folks it’s eye-opening to actively support those nonviolently taking
expose ourselves to the “justice” system such risk. Bradley Manning, the young
of this overly-incarcerating nation. Given soldier who allegedly provided Wikileaks
the disproportionate numbers of people of with secret files exposing—among much
color in every jail and prison, any conscious else—US military massacres of civilians
person can’t help but become more aware in Iraq, is deeply at risk. For nearly a year
of our society’s stark and systemic racism. Bradley—perhaps the premier patriot of
Thanks in large part to court and prison our day —has languished in Abu Ghraibwitness, one grassroots organization I’ve like conditions in the Quantico Marine
long worked with has grown by leaps and
bounds. Determined to expose and close the
continued on next page
Pentagon’s School of the Americas—a.k.a.
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limb to oust Mubarak. And that they continue to do so in the
face of his military successors.
“Civil defiance” is the term embraced by Harvard’s Gene
base brig. For his whistleblowing he faces possible execution.
Sharp. Sharp’s tally of 198 Methods
[Update: in the wake of the March 20
of Nonviolent Action is reprinted in
demonstration at Quantico, Bradley
the appendix of his seminal 93-page
has been transferred to Leavenworth
From Dictatorship to Democracy,
Penitentiary in Kansas.]
fourth US edition, May 2010 (orig.
1993). This how-to manual has
***
been translated into many languages—including Arabic—and
This past winter’s events in Tunisia
is downloadable free from the
and Egypt have much to teach us.
Albert Einstein Institution webThese North Africans embody what
site, www.aeinstein.org. Sharp
Gandhi taught: when enough of us
isn’t just about the grassroots
withdraw our cooperation from it,
mobilizing to depose a tyrant;
tyranny crumbles. Tyranny can’t be
Sharp seeks to assure that the
sustained if good people refuse to go
tyrant isn’t replaced by another
along. To avoid or remove tyranny we
tyrannical regime—a common
need to cultivate the will to disobey,
fate of palace coups, violent
the will to defy.
revolution and outside military
“Civil disobedience” isn’t the best
intervention.
term for what’s been happening in Cairo
Some Egyptian activists
and elsewhere throughout the Islamic
have likely read From Dictatorworld—and in Wisconsin. More apt
ship. US activists would do well
and bracing is “civil defiance.” “Civil”
to also study it to understand not
because it involves citizens acting civilly,
only the rise of people power
t
Ar
ic
i.e., nonviolently. That Cairenes may
throughout the Middle East…
bl
ru Pu
Disobedience Th
e
or
m
y
an
m
ignore curfew and crowd control orders Check out DISOBEY: Global Civil sp
but
to better see how together
d
an
r in iring images
(i.e., they disobey) is less relevant than Action for this and many otheoups/disobey/
we too might counter any moves
m/gr
that they have collectively risked life and at. Image: www.flickr.co
toward tyranny here.

Civil Disobedience / from previous page
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Economics in the Immigration Debate: the
Case of New York State
Tim Shenk and Krin Flaherty
Editor’s Note: A link to the full version of
this article as well as footnotes are available online at www.peacecouncil.net.
Economic interests have played a role in
defining immigration issues since the first
waves of European colonization of the
Americas. Profit was the key motive for
bringing indentured Europeans and enslaved
Africans to the American continent in the
first place. In this article we first highlight
the historical origins of immigration in the
state of New York, revealing the economic
motivations for controlling the movement
of people within the capitalist project. We
then describe some of the current laws,
inequalities and struggles for immigrants
in the “border state” of New York.

New York: a profit-driven
corporate venture from its
founding
In the debate on immigration in New York
State, it is necessary to consider the historical roots of New York as a colony meant
to make money for a few at the expense
of many. If our goal is to foment relationships based on human rights, we must ask
in whose interest it is that human rights
are violated. That is, a key question is who
benefits economically from the exclusionary, bureaucratic, inhumane immigration
policy, as it stands now.
European immigration to the Americas
is often framed as a search for freedom:
freedom of religion and freedom from
tyranny. Though this was true for a few
groups, such as the Quakers, most European
involvement in the Americas had much more
to do with the freedom to accumulate and
exploit. The colony of New Amsterdam,
later New York City, now the largest and
most influential city in the United States,
Tim Shenk is the Coordinator of the Committee
on US-Latin American Relations (CUSLAR)
in Ithaca, New York. He is a member of the
sociopolitical organization and organizing
school, Justicia Global. Krin Flaherty is an
attorney working in Ithaca, New York with
low-income and immigrant populations.

was from the beginning
a profit-driven, corporate
venture. Therefore, it
should be no surprise that
economic factors are still
primary in the debate on
immigration.
Official history of
New York State describes
building democracy in a
land of equal opportunity, a
state that welcomed “tired,
poor, huddled masses” of
immigrants. Yet since New
York’s beginnings, the
emerging ruling class has
consistently governed for
their own personal profit. In
1653, the Dutch governor
of New Amsterdam, Peter
Stuyvesant, declared: “We
derive our authority from
God and the West India
Company, not from the
pleasure of a few ignorant
subjects.”1 Since the late
1800s, the US government
has established a trajectory of immigration laws
consistently favoring the Samuel Rios was one of 19 legal Mexican workers who were paid $1
an hour and made to work 16 to 18 hours a day by their employer
European-American elite at the New York State Fair last summer. Following an investigation,
over more recent immi- the vendor has been banned from this year’s Fair. Photo: Rebecca
grants. Though national Fuentes
quotas and directly discriminatory legislation have been reformed, draws significantly from immigrant laborUS immigration law has increasingly ers from Mexico, Guatemala and Jamaica.
selected for the kinds of legal (and illegal) Some of these workers participate in the
immigrants most beneficial to the economy. H-2A temporary work visa program for
Some celebrated the Immigration Act agricultural workers, but a majority of
in
of 1990 as a step forward for immigrant the 65,000 to 75,000 migrant workers
3
rural
New
York
are
undocumented.
They
families, as 70 percent of the 700,000 visas awarded per year now pursue family are employed heavily on dairy farms and
reunification.2 However, far from altruistic, apple orchards, isolated from family and
the family reunification focus assures that community support, and “are regularly
4
all legal responsibility for an immigrant’s denied payment for their work.”
After an undocumented worker was
wellbeing will remain with family memkilled
in a farm accident near Watertown,
bers, not with the receding welfare state.
NY
in
April 2011 and the landowner was
Immigrants can contribute to the economy
arrested,
lawyers advised other area farmers
through work but are unable to draw on
to
take
measures
such as “keeping workers
any of the social services their taxes pay
and
worker
housing
away from roads and
for. Many industries profit from the tenuous conditions of unauthorized immigrants
in New York State. In rural areas, the $5
continued on page 10
billion agriculture industry in the state
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Summer Books That Inspire and Challenge
The Revolution Will Not
Be Funded: Beyond the
Nonprofit Industrial Complex

Edited by INCITE! Women of Color
Against Violence. South End Press ,
2009. 256 pp.
My initial reaction to being asked to write
a review for The Revolution Will Not Be Funded:
Beyond the Non-Profit
Industrial Complex was
one of reluctance. My
concern was that I do
not have a foundation
of knowledge regarding
the non-profit industry in
the US. Upon reflection,
I was able to identify a
fairly clear link between
the work I am involved in
and the invaluable analyses
provided in this anthology.
My scholarly efforts have
been primarily focused on
examining the ways in which
the mental health professions
have reified systemic forms
of discrimination like white
supremacy, patriarchy, heteronormativity, classism, and ableism under the
guise of psychological treatment and
healing. Similarly, the essays in the
The Revolution Will Not Be Funded
provide a compelling argument for
how seemingly benevolent institutions like NGOs and non-profits can be
systematically co-opted to sustain the
repressive state order.
The Revolution Will Not Be Funded
is an excellent resource for anyone who
is interested in the history, influence, and
consequences of the Non Profit Industrial
Complex (NPIC). The essays included in
the anthology provide a complex critical
analysis of how the non-profit industry has
perpetuated systems of power and privilege by supporting reformist frameworks,
while simultaneously undermining more
radical social justice movements aimed
at transforming “white supremacist US
society.” Reading this book also provides
an opportunity to celebrate the amazing
work of the Syracuse Peace Council, which
continues to effectively function outside
the 501(c)(3) system. Please join us at the
8 Peace Newsletter June 2011

next Radical Reading Group meeting to
discuss this wonderful book!
Richard Shin is an associate professor of
counseling in the School of Education at
Syracuse University. His scholarship is
guided by a commitment to creating a more
just, equitable, and peaceful society.

of the actions he encourages individuals
and communities to take are things happening around us in Syracuse and CNY:
farmer’s markets, small local farms (that
use traditional techniques), CSAs (Community Supported Agriculture farms), home
and community gardens, reducing energy
consumption, and working on efficiency.
His general message is that “local and
dispersed works better than centralized,
at least in a chaotic world.”
Sara Watrous is a former Peace Council
intern and a current Steering Committee
member.

Stop Signs: Cars and
Capitalism on the Road
to Economic, Social and
Ecological Decay

Eaarth:
Making
a Life on
a Tough
New Planet

Bill McKibben.
Times Books,
2010. 272 pp.
SPC’s Radical Reading Group met on May
3 to discuss the book Eaarth: Making a Life
on a Tough New Planet by Bill McKibben.
The group highly recommends the book as
a very important, yet easy read. McKibben
uses the term “Eaarth” to refer to the former
planet Earth and spends a significant portion
of the book giving example after example
of why the planet we live on is radically
different from the one we once knew. Why
is that? He gives a host of reasons but all
can be linked by the number 350. 350 parts
per million is the bearable threshold or upper limit for carbon dioxide levels in our
atmosphere—a level we have passed, as
we are currently at 391 (for most of human
history we were at 275). After his sobering
warning, the second section of the book
is more optimistic, arguing that it is possible to follow a path back to 350. Many

Yves Engler and Bianca Mugyenyi.
Fernwood Publishing, 2011. 272 pp.
Stop Signs is a combination road trip
story/manifesto against the auto/oil/sprawl
complex at the core of capitalist growth,
militarism and social-ecological destruction.
Written in the voice of Bianca Mugyenyi,
a Canadian of Ugandan origin, the book
takes us along on a mostly car-free trip to
a score of North American cities and a few
African ones as well. The reader feels right
there with Bianca and her co-author, Yves
Engler, as they encounter the dangers and
difficulties of mobility in dirty and boring
autocentric cities and, occasionally, the joys
of exceptional urban enclaves that cater to
walkers, cyclers, and mass transit riders.
Each city visited opens up a fact-filled
reflection on the social, cultural, economic,
and environmental destructiveness of
automobility.
The book concludes with a positive
vision of direct action and public policies
toward a car-free, people-friendly urban
future. The authors do not guilt the driver
who must drive out of necessity, but rather
call for mass action towards cities designed
for people, not cars and the profits of the
auto/oil/sprawl complex. As we face a
major turning point in Syracuse’s future
with the decision on I-81, this book could
not be more relevant.
Howie Hawkins is a Teamster living in Syracuse and active in the Green Party.

Jazz is for the People
John, zydeco master C.J. Chenier and his
band, the Redhots, Marcia Ball, a boogieSyracuse’s jazz scene is multi-faceted,
woogie piano player.
and there’s no way one article can cover
On June 24 and 25, the 2011 edition
the entire scene. The following discussion
of Jazz Fest will take place again on the
highlights a few aspects of jazz in our city.
OCC campus. The bands will include
First, Syracuse has a long,
bluesman Robert Cray and his bandmates,
rich jazz lineage. In the 1960s,
the Average White Band, and Return
for example, the Penguin Grill,
to Forever IV whose line-up includes
the 800 Club and other clubs in
Stanley Clarke, Jean Luc Ponty and
the 15th Ward (a predominantly
Chick Corea. As usual, the festival
African American neighborhood
makes room for emerging musicians
that was destroyed to put in Route
as well. Once again there are slots
81) presented not only local musireserved for high school and college
cians such as Chris Powell but also
jazz musicians.
future legends like John Coltrane.
Most importantly, Jazz Fest conThen during the 1970s Miles
tinues to be a free festival. The current
Davis, Weather Report and John
recession has had a dire impact on
McLaughlin all played at various
various cultural entities, and Jazz Fest
venues on the Syracuse University
has struggled with fiscal problems.
campus. The Dinkler, on James Street,
Economic conditions have made it
showcased many well-known jazz
more and more difficult to raise the
musicians while the Catch, a neighborfunds necessary to present the festival.
hood bar on Erie Boulevard East, had
Yet Jazz Fest is happening one
a top-shelf jazz jukebox and a bebop
more time. Its structure encourages
band playing on Saturday nights. Twenty
attendance by a cross-section of the
Fest with
last year’s Jazz
ened his set at t Lost Detroit.”
years later, Sakura’s and Georgia’s, a
public, by people from Syracuse
op
on
er
H
t
ot
Sc
Gil
Almos
pair of downtown clubs, offered jazz anti-nuclear power song, “We
neighborhoods, from local suburbs
on a regular basis.
and towns, from places outside Central New
And there have been many opportuni- example, after Hurricane Katrina, Jazz York. Clearly, income levels don’t dictate
ties for people to enjoy concerts outdoors, Fest paid homage to New Orleans and the make-up of the festival’s audience. At
in city parks, downtown and at other sites. its musicians with an evening devoted to this point, that’s a significant achievement,
The Jazzmobile, a mobile concert series performers from the Crescent City: Doctor one well worth celebrating.
that traveled from city to city within New
York State, presented Art Blakey and a variety of other well-established performers.
More recently, the Jazz in the City series
has made it possible for local musicians
to play on Westcott Street, in Eastwood
and other Syracuse neighborhoods. Jazz in
the Square continues to present its annual
festival in Clinton Square.
This will be the second year of collaboration between Syracuse Jazz Fest, the largest
The granddaddy of the summer jazz
free Jazz festival in the Northeast, and the Syracuse Peace Council, the organizer
season, Syracuse Jazz Fest, has enjoyed a
of the annual Plowshares Craftsfair, CNY’s premiere multi-cultural craftshow.
29-year run, with the last 20 years as a free
festival. Having been held at three other
Friday, June 24, 3-9 PM
sites over the years, in 2001 the festival
moved to the Onondaga Community ColSaturday, June 25, 3-9 PM
lege (OCC) campus. Along the way, Jazz
Fest has featured luminaries ranging from
at the Onondaga Community College campus
Joshua Redman to Sonny Rollins, from
www.peacecouncil.net/SummerCrafts for details & directions
Dizzy Gillespie to Dave Brubeck.

Carl Mellor

Carl is a longtime SPC activist, member of
the Westcott Community Center board, and
a regular at our PNL mailing parties.

Moreover, Frank Malfitano, the festival’s executive director, has demonstrated
an ability to conceive and execute compelling themes for a particular festival. For

SummerCrafts vendors will be adjacent to the food vendors.
Look for many of your favorite craftspeople from Plowshares,
the SPC Info Tent, and stay to enjoy the great music!
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In addition to an uptick in immigration investigation in the border region, the
government has created “Secure Communiprohibiting workers from going to town to
ties” (S-Comm), a term used to describe a
buy groceries and make telephone calls.”5
system of sharing of information between
These increased worker abuses ostensibly
local police and federal immigration
would allow farmers to lower their levels
enforcement, or ICE. Since the original
of accountability in payment and treatment
publication of this article in March 2011,
of their immigrant workers.
the number of New York counties where
The economies of upstate cities and
S-Comm is activated has doubled; almost
towns benefit by detaining undocumented
half of the state has activated S-Comm.11
immigrants in local prisons. The prison
In the S-Comm program, when a person is
population is factored in when allocatarrested in her local area, her fingerprints
ing per-capita state and federal funding,
are transmitted to a federal agency that
and Immigration and Customs Enforceverifies immigration status and criminal
ment (ICE) pays a higher daily rate for
history. If there is an issue with an arhousing prisoners than the state
restee’s immigration status,
penal system, which means that
the person can be held for
municipal prisons welcome and
immigration purposes, even
encourage the detainment of imif no criminal charges are
migrants.6 In addition, informal
pressed. Immigrant advoeconomic activity springs up
cates are concerned that this
around undocumented immigrant
program could encourage
communities. Some immigrants
local police to target arrests
pay up to $1,000 to be driven
in immigrant communities
to a court date in another city,
as a backdoor method of
in order to avoid public buses
immigration enforcement.
where they might be harassed
S-Comm deters immigrants
by immigration officers.7
who suffer domestic vioBesides its treatment of
lence or other crimes from
immigrants within its own borcalling local police, for
ders, New York City is also the
fear they will be arrested
intellectual birthplace of many
for immigration purposes.
policies and programs that cripple
Furthermore, S-Comm
other countries’ economies and
A
coalition
of
local
activists
connected
with
the
Workers’
Rights
Center
helped
is
costly
to state and local
impoverish its people, forcing
uncover the case of immigrant abuse at the State Fair in 2010. Above they
governments:
immigrants
increased emigration. US Free listen to the workers share their struggle. Photo: Rebecca Fuentes
who
are
acquitted
or have
Trade Agreements and World
criminal
charges
dismissed
Bank-style development programs
proper documentation. Targets can include
require “opening markets” to subsidized undocumented laborers, lawful permanent can still be detained and deported. In fact,
have
US products, causing the failure of fam- residents who are not traveling with their 60 percent of deportees under S-Comm
12
had
no
criminal
convictions
at
all.
Until
ily farms and mass migration of rural green card, as well as students and profespopulations to cities or to the US. While sors of the many universities and colleges in the immigrant is transferred to immigration
human-rights-based arguments are neces- the area. None cross a border at Rochester, custody, the expense and responsibility of
sary for mobilization and empowerment of but Customs and Border Protection has holding her falls to the state. According
people for change, the study of immigration jurisdiction to identify immigrants with to Cardozo Law School estimates, New
York State has spent $4.5 million on holdis incomplete without a hard look at the suspect status for detention.
ing immigrants for immigration. Illinois
economic relationships that uphold unjust
According to the American Civil recently became the first state to opt out
policies and laws.
Liberties Union, the newly defined border of S-Comm, and advocates are pushing
region is a de facto “Constitution-free Governor Andrew Cuomo to have New
New York State as a border
zone” where Fourth Amendment protec- York do the same.
state
tions against search and seizure do not
The recent expansion of the jurisdiction apply.10 Further, a person charged with Conclusion
of the US Customs and Border Protection the civil crime of being inside US borders Nearly 400 years ago, New York was founded
to 100 miles from any national border or without authorization is not granted the as a for-profit venture of the Dutch East
coastline defines New York as a strategic rights guaranteed to criminal detainees. India Company. A few made fortunes and
“border state.” While much discussion on Immigrant detainees carry the burden of enriched the European elite at the expense
immigration rightly takes place around proving lawful immigration status without
the US-Mexico border, New York State is state-provided legal counsel, a task which
home to 4.2 million immigrants who face is difficult behind bars and with limited
continued on next page
many of the same injustices and perils as contact to the outside.

Immigration Debate / from page 7
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immigrants in the US Southwest. In New
York, it is less common for immigrants to
arrive undocumented from Central America
or the Caribbean, as some perceptions
would have it. In New York, 90 percent of
unauthorized immigrants arrived legally
and have overstayed their visas.8
Rochester, New York accounts for
fully half of the 2,000 yearly immigrationrelated arrests at the US-Canadian border.9
Once an entry point into the United States
via ferry, Rochester is now located more
than 70 miles from the nearest land-based
border. Yet the city still houses a Border
Patrol unit of 40 agents, which now combs
buses and trains for those traveling without

SPC Activist Profile: Leyana Dessauer

How did you get started in the activist world?
My parents are both political organizer-type people.
I was on the margins of it until I started learning
about hydrofracking. My parents mentioned hydrofracking to me and I started researching like
crazy. I went through a month where I was horribly
depressed because I was doing constant research.
But I thought I have to do something or I’m just
going to go down the drain. And then I just started
organizing.
How does your organizing interact with your
school life?
It’s hard to organize and do schoolwork. This
summer, though, I get to spend the whole summer
organizing about fracking. I want to talk to people
who have experience with civil disobedience, try to
get a training going, and then brainstorm. Maybe

we can do sit-ins at pro-fracking politicians’ offices. Or,
if there’s enough interest, go downstate where there’s
already vertical fracking and see if there’s a landowner
who leased who wants to have us act on their land.
Can you describe some of the challenges and successes
in your activism?
I want to get other kids involved. It’s hard to get people
at Nottingham involved because they’re so stressed.
They are so busy with their lives and just
aren’t interested in environmental stuff. It
can be frustrating working in a void. But an
empowering moment was when the county
legislature passed the resolution for a moratorium in the county. Another time was when I
spoke briefly at the rally on [May 2, in Albany].

Council’s demonstration
Leyana spoke at the Peace
the children of Gaza.
t
in June of 2009 to suppor
ger
Photo: Andy Ma

Homeschooled until middle school, Leyana Dessauer
had plenty of time to write careful letters to the editor
at a young age. The Syracuse native now attends tenth
grade at Nottingham High School, spends weekends at
Common Place Community Land Trust in Truxton,
NY, and in what little free time she has organizes
against hydrofracking. Since Leyana first heard
about hydrofracking two years ago, she has organized classroom speakers, public forums, and a
rally at the Thornden Park water tower.

What keeps you doing this work?
Honestly it’s the worry about what will happen if people don’t do something. If I don’t
stay involved in some way I’m going to get
terribly depressed about it again. Or just
ignore it, which I think is worse. And this
isn’t why, but it’s cool to be in the newspaper. But mainly it’s wanting to at least try. I
guess it’s the distant dream of having a ban
all over the world.
—Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre

Immigration Debate / from page 7
of native populations, slaves, indentured servants and the immigrant working poor. Today, though victories by social movements and organized labor have blunted some of the outright
barbarity of the exploitative system, the same basic rules are
still underlying. Today, as since its beginning, New York State
does not provide a place for the “huddled masses” to “breathe
free.” Instead, immigrants are kept in fear of being detained,
deported and separated from
their families, and this fear
creates the conditions for
their exploitation.
It is important to
analyze the economic
interests driving the
immigration debate,
as this gives a truer
picture of the struggle
for justice and human
rights. In this context,
overcoming fear and isolation is one significant step
in challenging those who
benefit from immigrant
labor.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Advertisements in the
Peace Newsletter reach
thousands of readers in
Central NY every month.
Email pnl@peacecouncil.net
or contact Jessica at 472-5478
to place an ad.
Please support PNL advertisers.
Support those who support the
movement!!

TM

Susan S. Hansen, Registered Principal, CFP, CLU, AIF ©, AEP

focused holistic planning | socially responsible investing

Better investing

=

Better tomorrows
call or email us today

315 – 6 37– 5153

8 0 0 –318 –978 0

7067 E Genessee Street Fayetteville, NY 13066

w w w. h a n s e n s a d v i s o r y. c o m
i n f o @ h a n s e n s a d v i s o r y. c o m
S e c u r i t i e s of f e r e d t h r o u g h C a d a r et , G r a n t & C o . , I n c . , m e m b e r F I N R A /S I P C ;

H a n s e n’ s A d v i s o r y S e r v i c e s a n d C a d a r et , G r a n t a r e s e p a r a t e e n t i t i e s .

Transfer your balance to the

17x21.5”
an-Jones SCW©1994 •

Cooperative Federal VISA Credit Card
and help your credit union invest in Syracuse.
Rates as low as

7

.20%APR*

. No Balance Transfer Fees
. No Gimmicks
. Keep the convenience...
lose the Big Bank!

Cooperative Federal
.

www.coopfed.org Federally insured by NCUA

*Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are based on credit score. The APR is
a variable periodic rate and may vary.
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• $25

Get a llable PDF application at
www.coopfed.org/creditcard.
(You can even submit it by email!)
Or, call 473-0242.

HURRY!

not many
left!

400 Lodi St. (at N. Crouse)
M-F 9am-5pm 315.474.1132
Visa/MC/Discover • Union members always
5% discount

SyracuseCulturalWorkers STORE

POSTER

illustration: Harry Freem

HISTORIC

Stonewall 25
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–Kristian Tull, Corcoran, 1st Place Poetry

–Yadira Junco, Nottingham, 2nd Place Poetry

Medina Stockley, Nottingham, 2nd Place Poster

With my pen and paper…
I find my peace
By saying my piece.

Showing me exactly who I am.
As a poet laureate and author,
I stand
Shaky, yet confident.
All the while
Emotionless.
Failing to fail.
Preparing to prevail.

Poetry takes me to a place of peace beyond earthly
dimension
A scribbled, erased space of heavenly extension.

The pencil and paper
I was born to use.

The words perpetrate my soul
And infiltrate my spirit
And all others who hear it.

The words that I later read on paper
Do not seem to be mine
Tracing the letters through my mind
Quickly, yet discretly maneuvering through time.

Cannot be fully understood.
Comprehension is therefore misrepresented
By someone who
Has not undergone my journey.

I think I was born with iambic pentameter in my veins.
My words flow through my bloodstream and out of my
mouth like capillary action causing reactions.
Shifting syllables and letters
To the rhythm of my stride…
My voice cracks…but is mine.
The eloquence of my words…so powerful

“If Everybody Found Something That They
Loved to Do…There Would Be More Peace”

The 2nd annual Art for Peace Contest for high school students was a great success! We received over 55 entries on diversity, self-expression, identity, and creating a more peaceful community. After judging submissions with the help of
the Syracuse Cultural Workers, we honored the winners at our reception on April 26 at the ArtRage Gallery. Students
proudly shared their work and received art-related prizes. Georgia Popoff, local poet and long-time SPC supporter, and
Quraysh Ali Lansana (co-authors of Our Difficult Sunlight, a new book about creating poetry in the classroom) delighted
the audience by reading as well. Visit www.peacecouncil.net/artforpeace to view full size posters.
–Elisabeth Hess
What if I looked just like you?
Do you think life would be fun?
Do you think the people would shine as unique?
What if I looked just like you?
I am from the blue sky
Where the earth turns orange when it rains
Where are you from?
What are you good at?
Well, I’m proud of where I come from
Heritage has taken me to another level.
What has your grandmother taught you?
Mine taught me to be strong and independent
To have a smile every time anyone meets my eyes.
What has your mother taught you?
My mother taught me to cook,
That awesome Cuban style chicken
Makes anyone’s mouth water with desire.
J. J. Davis, Jamesville-Dewitt, 1st Place Poster
What has your father taught you?
My father taught me to be respectful
To love me, my culture and others
To not judge by color or race
Because it is not nice to judge a book by its cover.
To be Hispanic or African American, White or even Chinese
It shapes your identity
I am responsible; I am the best I can be
I am me and my Cuban heritage has taught me that
I am tolerant enough but I don’t like injustice
I am the one writing this poem
I am Hispanic
I am Latina
I am me and I love you and I appreciate you
Where are you from?
Where does your heritage come from?

Art for Peace 2011
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SPC in Action / from page 4

Justice for Onondaga
Again Delayed

In what appears to be partisan politicking,
the Onondaga County Legislature on May
3 stalled progress on a resolution expressing their intent to return county land on the
Onondaga Lake shoreline to the Onondaga
Nation. The resolution was withdrawn by
Democrat Tom Buckel after Republicans
tried to table it. Sources tell us that it is
likely to pass when Jim Corbett, the original
Republican sponsor of the bill, returns in
the next month or so. NOON is actively
promoting the resolution.
Our work to stop hydrofracking continues with Syracuse Big Splash: A Concert
to Defend NYS’s Waters Against Unsafe
Gas Drilling on Sunday, June 12 from 11
am - 8 pm at the Syracuse Inner Harbor,
W. Kirkpatrick Street. The free event will
feature Donna the Buffalo, Sophistafunk,
and seven other acts! Contact Andy.

Sustaining SPC for the
Next 75 Years

The success of our 75th anniversary celebrations with Harry Belafonte and Noam
Chomsky have put us in good financial
shape as we enter the dry summer months.
However, we want to continue using this
anniversary to create a larger, sustained
base of support. Please consider joining
the three new pledgers who signed up at
the Noam Chomsky event as part of our
campaign to end the year with 75 Pledgers
for 75 Years. Contact Andy.

Hiroshima/Nagasaki
Commemoration

We will be continuing to offer our Children’s
Peace Workshops as a lead-up to the annual
Hiroshima/Nagasaki dramatic procession
through downtown Syracuse. This year the
procession will be on Tuesday, August 9,
the day an atomic bomb was dropped on

Nagasaki.
To help organize the procession or an
interfaith service, or to assist at a workshop,
contact Carol.

and Democracy Now! host Amy Goodman, Thursday, November 3 at 7 pm at
Hendricks Chapel, SU (and broadcasting
from Syracuse the following morning!).
We’re looking
for a few new people
to join the Birthday
Dinner Committee.
Contact Carol.

SPC Advisory
Committee
Meets

SPC’s Advisory
Committee is a group
of nearly twenty
people who support
the Peace Council’s
statement of purpose
and represent various
constituencies in the
Syracuse area. The
committee met recently and discussed
ideas for our new
program connecting
Dave Griola helping Noam Chomsky during the book signing after the talk.
our anti-wars work
Photo: Simon Asbury
with the economy,
how to make our summer outreach tables
Activist Appreciation –
more engaging and interactive, and ideas
Dave Griola
for fundraising to make the Center comAll who were inspired by the opportunity pletely accessible.
to hear Noam Chomsky can thank Dave
We are grateful to Advisory CommitGriola for his persistent efforts to arrange tee members for their participation. It is
for Noam to speak in Syracuse. Although very helpful to get a perspective on our
Dave studiously avoids committees, he work from friends who are not intensely
has contributed in a variety of ways to involved with SPC.
SPC’s work for at least a decade. Like
many of us, Dave struggles at times to
African Activist Archive
maintain his sense of hope, but always
Project – Help Needed
comes back with some new idea to reach
more people and build the movement. As SPC would like to provide information the
Dave goes about his daily work assisting African Activist Archive Project (africanand befriending people with disabilities, activist.msu.edu) requested from us. The
he has identified and made arrangements Project is working to preserve the history of
for a number of new distribution sites for US activism in support of African struggles
the Peace Newsletter. Thanks Dave. We’re against colonialism and apartheid. If you
waiting for your next great idea!
know anything about the following, please
contact Carol:
• South Africa Committee (SU
75th Anniversary Events
group, mid ‘60s)
Continue in the Fall
• Syracuse Committee on Southern
SPC’s awesome 75th year will continue
African Liberation (project conin the fall with more inspiring speakers.
nected to SPC, mid ‘70s)
Mark your calendars for: Nation editor
• Committee to End Apartheid (SU
Katrina vanden Heuvel, Tuesday, Octogroup, founded in 1985)
ber 4 at 7 pm at Hendricks Chapel, SU;
• People for Peace and Justice
SPC Birthday Dinner with The Yes Men,
(SU, ‘80s)
Saturday, October 22 at 6 pm, site TBA;
• Any other relevant organization
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